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ADVERTISEMENT  TO  PRESENT  EDITION. 


The  Memoirs  by  Mr.  Stewart,  contained  in  the  present  and 
concluding  volume  of  his  Collected  Works^  were  read  by  him 
at  different  periods  before  the  Boyal  Society  of  Edinburgh ; 
the  first  in  order  being  the  Account  of  Adam  Smith,  in  1793 ; 
the  second,  that  of  Principal  Bobertson,  in  1796 ;  and  the 
third,  that  of  Dr.  Beid,  in  1802.  The  Memoir  of  Smith  was 
originally  pubUshed  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Transactions  o{ 
the  Society.  Each  of  the  others  formed  an  independent  pubU- 
cation«  The  whole  were,  however,  collected  and  reprinted  in 
one  volume,  in  the  year  1811. 

These  Memoirs,  as  here  republished,  were  printed  under 
Sir  William  Hamilton's  revision  and  superintendence,  firom 
private  copies  belonging  to  the  Author,  which  contained  a 
few  manuscript  additions  by  him.  Insertions  from  this  source, 
given  in  the  present  edition,  are  marked  by  square  brackets. 


Tm  ADVBBTIBBMENT  TO  PBBBENT  EDITION. 

and  with  the  words,  Author's  last  addition;  while  the  notes 
of  the  Editor  are  distinguished  by  an  asterisk,  &c.  The 
Index  to  the  Memoirs  has  been  compiled  from  Sir  William 
Hamilton's  copy,  containing  the  references  which  he  had  made 
with  a  view  to  its  formation. 


This  Edition  of  Mr.  Stewards  Works  thus  embraces  every 
thing  published  by  him,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  pam- 
phlets in  the  Leslie  Case/  which  it  has  been  deemed  unneces- 
sary to  republish  in  a  connected  form.  The  contents  of  these 
pamphlets  are,  in  great  part,  of  a  controversial  nature,  and  of 
purely  temporary  interest;  while  the  philosophical  matter, 
original  and  historical,  which  they  contain,  appears,  with  little 
di£ference  of  form^  in  other  writings  of  the  Author.  The  first, 
and  more  important,  is  indeed  principally  made  up  of  quota- 
tions from  authorities  regarding  the  theory  of  Causation,  in  one 
of  its  aspects.  Such  of  these  testimonies  as  are  not  comprised 
in  the  First  Volume  of  the  Elements  (Note  0,  with  the  rela- 
tive text,  chap,  i  sect,  ii.),  and  in  the  Second  Yolume  (Note 
0,  with  its  relative  text^  chap.  iv.  sect  i.),  will  be  found,  with 
some  of  Mr.  Stewart^s  accompanying  remarks,  in  a  note  entitled, 
Art  iv.  Carnation^  appended  by  Sir  William  Hamilton  to  the 
latter  of  the  volumes  now  mentioned  {Elements,  voL  ii  p.  417, 
etseq.) 

'  Befeired  to  ftt  p.  Ixzt.,  €t  §eq.,  ci  Memoir  cfDuffM  StmoarL 


ADYEBTISKMXNT  TO  PBK8ENT  BDITIOK.  IX 

It  is  propoBed  to  add  a  Supplementary  Volume  to  those 

already  published,  contaiDing  Translations  of  the  Passages 

from  Ancient  and  Foreign  Authors,  quoted  by  Mr.  Stewart  in 

the  course  of  his  Writings,  and  a  (General  Index  to  the  whole 

Works.     This  .will  complete  the  Edition  of  Mr.  Stewart's 

Collected  Works. 

J.  V. 


SDuauBftB,  I>9ouiih€r  1SA7. 
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MEMOIR  OF  DUaALD  STEWART, 


WITH  8BIBCTI0NS  PBOH  HIS  GOBBESPONDEHCB. 


BY  JOHN  VEITCH,  M.A. 


PREFACE. 


Tfls  Editoiship  of  the  Collected  Works  of  Professor  Duoald 
Stswabt,  which  was  appropriately  committed  by  the  Trustees 
of  Miss  Stewart  to  Sir  William  Hamilton,  involved  the  pre- 
paration of  a  Memoir  of  the  Aathor.  The  illustrious  Editor 
had  proceeded  so  far  as  to  complete  the  publication  of  Nine 
Volumes  of  the  works,  and  revise  for  the  press  the  Memoirs  of 
Smith,  BobertsoD,  and  Beid,  which  appear  in  the  present  or 
Tenth  Volume.  Failing  health,  especially  during  the  last  year 
of  his  life,  interrupted  the  preparation  of  the  Memoir  of  Mr. 
Stewart,  which  was  designed  to  fonn  part  of  this  volume. 
This  cause  had  even  led  him  to  depart  fix>m  the  purpose  of  an 
original  connected  narrative  of  Mr.  Stewart's  life,  as  is  mani- 
fest from  the  following  Proposal  made  to  Mr.  Constable,  of 
date  3d  April  1856 : — ^  I  intend  to  incorporate  in  this  Tenth 
Volume  the  following : — 

''  1.  The  Memoir  of  his  &ther  by  CoL  Matthew  Stewart ; 
with  Notes  and  Additions  by  me. 

<^  2.  An  Extract  about  Mr.  Stewart  and  his  Philosophy,  from 
his  friend  Mackintosh's  Preliminary  Dissertation  ;  to  which 
will  also  be  added  Notes  by  me. 

^'3.  Observations  by  me  on  Stewart's  Philosophy,  and  its 

a 


U  PREFACE. 

Connexion  with  the  Scottish  School,  and  the  doctrine  of  Com- 
mon Sense. 

^^4.  A  Selection  from  Mr.  Stewart's  Correspondence,  with 
occasional  observations  on  his  life.  The  Correspondence  will 
necessarily  be  imperfect ;  Col.  Stewart  having  taken  away 
many,  if  not  most,  of  the  more  important  letters  relating  to 
his  father,  and  which  were  ultimately  by  him  destroyed. 

^*  In  regard  to  timey  I  expect,  if  health  be  granted  to  me, 
that  the  volume  will  be  ready  for  publication  by  the  end  of 
autumn, — ^the  next  publishing  season. 

(Signed)  «  W,  Hamilton.' 

His  lamented  death,  in  the  following  month,  prevented  the 
accomplishment  of  this  proposal — ^the  last  literary  design  of 
its  author. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  Memoir,  Sir  William  Hamilton  had 
perused  and  noted  what  of  Mr.  Stewart's  Correspondence  was 
at  that  time  collected,  and  in  his  hands.  He  had  also  com- 
menced the  preparation  of  '^  Observations  on  Mr.  Stewart's 
Philosophy,"  Ac, — No.  3  of  the  Proposal.  But  these,  it  is 
deeply  to  be  regretted,  assumed  no  shape  beyond  that  of  frag- 
mentary notes  on  separate  points  of  the  subject;  nor  have 
they  a  special  bearing  on  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  Stewart^ 
Though  brief  and  interrupted,  and  written  in  the  kssitude  of 
failing  bodily  vigour,  those  fragments  show  all  the  force  of 
the  master  mind,  and  possess  that  melancholy  interest  which 
attaches  to  the  last  words  of  one,  whose  life  had  been  an 
earnest  and  profound  meditation  of  the  reach  and  bounds 
of  human  knowledge, — especially  of  man's  relations  to  the 


*  An  appropriate  place  for  the  pabli-      connexion  vith  tlie  Lectwrti  of  the 
cation  of  tiieae  notices  maj  be  fSrand  in      Author,  now  in  the  press. 


•  •• 


PBEFAOX.  m 

Supersensible  and  Infinite^— and  whose  contemplation  of  the 
highest  themeSy  while  it  issued  in  teaching  contentment  with  a 
^  learned  ignorance/'  as  the  climax  of  human  science,  served, 
at  the  same  time,  to  increase  the  humility  of  the  man, — ^until 
at  length,  the  love  of  knowledge  becoming  more  and  more  the 
spirit  of  faith,  the  period  of  life  that  bordered  on  the  setting 
of  an  intellect  that  had  shone  so  luminous,  was  especially 
distmguished  by  the  mellow  radiance  of  deepening  reverence. 


For  the  following  Memoir  of  Mr.  Stewart,  I  am  therefore 
alone  responsible. 

Materials  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Stewart 
do  not  exist  The  largest  and  most  valuable  part  of  his  C!or- 
respondenoe — his  Journals  kept  in  Paris  before  and  shortly 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Bevolution  of  1789,  and  durbg 
his  visit  to  that  city  with  Lord  Lauderdale  in  1806, — and,  in 
general,  all  papers  of  interest  fitted  to  throw  light  on  his 
private  life  and  social  relations,  were  unfortunately  destroyed 
by  his  son,  Ciolonel  Stewart,  under  the  influence  of  mental 
delusion,  arising  from  cottiMi0-M>2et^  and  the  effects  of  climate, 
while  in  India.  CoL  Stewart  had  prepared  for  publication  a 
detailed  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  his  FcUher^ 
which  abounded  in  anecdotes,  and  notices  of  the  many  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  end  of  the  last,  and  first  quarter  of  the 
present,  century,  with  whom  Mr.  Stewart  was  on  terms  of 
intimacy.  But  this  perished  with  the  other  papers.  The  loss 
of  this  manuscript  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  when  we  take 
into  account  the  ability  of  its  author,  and  the  sources  of  in- 
formation to  which  he  had  access.^ 

>  See  Stewart's  Works,  toI.  Tiii.,  PoiUied  Ewmmy,  toI.  U  AdTertiee- 
ment  by  the  Editor,  pp.  9-11. 


Being  tinu  restricted,  in  reqpect  of  materials  of  biognyhj, 
to  Mr.  Stewards  writingHy — ^in  which,  indeed,  hie  lifis  ie  maiiify 
to  be  read,— to  genenl  incidents,  tiaditinial  impnanoofl^  fin^- 
mentaij  CMiespopdepc^  and  hints  gathered  from  aome  who 
were  penonally  acqnainted  with  Mr.  Stewart,  I  hsTe  aong^ 
to  ocmcentnite  the  scattered  lights  arising  from  thoae  aonroei^ 
so  that,  if  unable  to  j^aoe  in  fhll  relief  the  minnfeeet  fraiorei^  I 
mig^  at  least  in  some  measure^  recall  and  fix  the  genenl 
lineaments  of  his  diaiacter,  before  oUirion  sfaonld  sweep  iriiolfy 

away  even  the  few  penwiial  traces  that  remain,  and  thns  meige 
both  the  Man  and  Academic  Teadier  in  the  Author, 

Few  men  hs?e  won  bom  friends  a  more  readj  lo?e^  or  com- 
manded among  contemporaries  greater  perBonal  reverence,  flian 
Dogald  Stewart  His  life, — simple,  nnvaried,  and  nncslenta- 
tiocu^  spent  in  the  quest  and  incokation  of  hi^  tmthi^  and 
in  the  love  and  practice  of  virtue,— ^ipeared  to  all  i^  knew 
him  the  exemplification  of  the  elevated  doctrines  whidi  he 
tanght  from  the  Oiair,  and  to  whidi  he  has  given  peimanencf 
in  his  Writings.  A  general  notice  of  snch  a  life  would  be 
valuable^  did  it  meraljr  prove  the  means  of  suggesting  a  loAj 
ideal  of  human  diaracter,  and  serve  to  keep  in  mind,  aa  the 
incentive  of  a  noUe  ambition,  the  £Mst  of  its  actual  realisatian. 

To  the  Memoir  proper  there  is  added  a  chapter  wwfctftm;iig  ^ 
general  notice  of  the  Method  and  Scope  of  Scottish  Fhiksophy, 
as  represented  bjr  the  writings  of  Beid  and  Stewart  This  is  bj 
no  means  offered  as  a  full  discussion  even  of  the  Method,  &r 
less  of  the  BesuUs  of  Scottish  ^wcolation.  It  may,  however, 
afford  a  vindication  and  illustration  of  some  fundamental 
points  in  that  Fhiloeophj. 

To  the  many, — ^personal  friends  of  Mr.  Stewart^  or  oflierwise 
interested  in  the  Memdr, — from  whom  I  have  received  general 
aid,  I  heg  to  offer  my  sincere  thank&    Among  these  I  have  to 
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make  qpedal  mention  of  the  following : — ^Ladj  Hamilton, 
whose  general  assistanee,  most  readily  and  kindly  given,  has 
been  inyaluable ;  the  family  of  the  late  Dogald  Bannatyne, 
Esq.,  Glasgow,  (brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Stewart,)  and  Mrs. 
Bomilly,  Liverpool,  the  intimate  friend  of  Miss  Stewart, — 
who  most  kindly  placed  at  my  service  many  letters  and 
papers  of  valne  in  connexion  with  the  subject  of  the  Memoir ; 
Peter  Miller,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Exeter,  (son  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Miller 
of  Cnmnock,  and  nephew  of  Mr.  Stewart,)  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  careful  memoranda  of  the  family,  and  general 
notices  of  interest ;  Dr.  W.  P.  Alison,  Emeritus  Professor  of 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  (the  elder  son  of 
the  Bev.  Archibald  Alison,)  to  whose  personal  intimacy  with 
Mr.  Stewart,  and  eminent  accomplishments  in  branches  of 
learning,  apart  even  from  that  study  in  which  he  is  an  ac- 
knowledged master,— especially  his  liberal  acquaintance  with 
Philosophy, — I  owe  many  valuable  suggestions ;  and  who  very 
kindly  placed  at  my  service  the  most  important  of  Mr.  Stew- 
art's letters  that  have  been  preserved  (Appendix  A).  I  am 
also  indebted,  for  letters  of  Mr.  Stewart,  to  the  family  of  the 
late  Professor  Macvey  Napier,  (through  James  T.  Gibson 
Ondg,  Esq.,  Edinburgh  ;)  to  the  fiunily  of  the  late  M.  Provost 
of  Geneva ;  to  the  Baron  Degerando,  the  son  of  the  author 
of  the  Hiatotre  dea  Systhnea  de  PhUoaophie^  (through  the 
Baroness  Blaze  de  Bury;)  and  to  Leonard  Homer,  Esq., 
London. 

For  the  present  Edition  of  the  CoUected  Works  of  Mr. 
Stewart,  Dr.  Miller  has  kindly  furnished  two  Engravings, — ^the 
one  from  an  admirable  picture  of  the  Author  when  in  his 
seventy-first  year,  by  Wilkie  in  black-lead ;  and  the  other 
from  a  bust  by  Joseph.  The  engraving  from  the  picture  is 
by  Bobert  Bell,  Edinburgh,  from  a  plate  by  Cousins,  and,  in 
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the  opinion  of  competent  judges,  conveys  a  correct  and  excel- 
lent likeness.  The  bust  by  Joseph  is  executed  with  his  usual 
talent ;  but  it  shows  in  the  muscles  about  the  mouth  marks  ot 
the  paralytic  attack  which  Mr.  Stewart  had  some  time  before 
experienced.  A  portrait  of  Mr.  Stewart  about  the  age  of  fifty- 
five,  was  painted  by  Baebum  for  Lord  Woodhouselee ;  and,  at 
a  later  period,  the  same  eminent  artist  began,  but  unfortunately 
only  partially  finished,  another  portrait  I  may  also  notice 
that  Tassie,  and  subsequently  Henning,  made  medallions  of 
Mr.  Stewart,  which  convey  a  correct  idea  of  his  profile. 

J.  V. 

Edihbuboh,  DeomJ)er  1S57. 
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Birth— HiB  isiher,  Dr.  Matthew  Stewart— Attends  High  Sehod  of  Edmhoigh— 
Paaaes  to  the  Unirernty— Stadies  under  Steyeneon,  Fergaeon,  and  Banell— 
The  teaching  of  Steveneon  and  Fergneon  Studiee  under  Beid  in  Gksgow — 
General  sketch  of  SpecnlatiTe  Philosophy  in  Scotland  before  Beid,— Canniohael, 
Hntchesoni  Baxter,  Karnes,  Home — Beid's  teaching — Stewart's  first  Philosophi- 
cal Essay— Friendship  with  Alison— Teaches  the  Mathematical  Glasses  in  Edin- 
bnrgh  fat  his  &ther— Acts  as  snbstitate  for  Adam  Ferguson  in  the  Ghairof 
Moral  Philosophy— His  brilliant  snooess  as  a  Lecturer  on  Morals. 

DuGALD  Stkwart  was  bom  in  Edinburgh,  on  the  22d  No- 
vember 1753.  The  hoose  of  his  birth  formed  part  of  the  old 
CoUege  buildings,^  and  was  attached  to  the  Professorship  of 
Mathematics  in  the  XJniyersity,  which  was  held  by  his  father, 
Dr.  Matthew  Stewart  Bis  mother  was  Marjory,  only  child  of 
Archibald  Stewart  of  Catrine,  Writer  to  the  Signet  in  Edin- 
burgh.* 

Dr.  Stewart  was  the  son  of  the  Bev.  Dogald  Stewart,'  mini- 
ster of  Bothesay,  where  he  was  bom  in  1717.  He  entered  the 
University  of  Glasgow  in  1734,  studying  under  Hutcheson  and 
Simson.  In  1741  he  removed  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  became 
a  pupil  of  the  distmguished  mathematician,  Colin  Maclaurin. 


*  Bemoved  to  make  waj  fin*  the  pre- 
sent slmeture,  the  foundation-stone  of 
which  was  laid  in  1789. 

i  Dngtkl  Stewart  was  the  third  ohild 
of  this  maxriage.  His  elder  brother, 
Archibald,  died  in  infancy.  There  were 
besides  two  danghters,— Janet,  (bom 
1762,  died  1789,)  wife  of  the  Rey.  Dr. 


Thomas  Miller  of  Cvmnock;  and  Chris- 
tian, (bom  1758,  died,  nnmaiiied,  in 
1837.) 

'  He  was  ordained  minister  of  Bothe- 
say in  1700,  and  held  the  chazge  for 
upwards  of  fifty  years.  Dr.  8tewart*s 
mother  was  Janet  Banna^e,  related  to 
the  Bannatynes  of  Kames,  Isle  of  Bate. 


vm  mMont  of 

He  was  ordained  minister  of  Boseneaih  in  1745,  and  two  years 
afterwards  was  appointed  the  sacoessor  of  Madaoiin  in  the 
Mathematical  Chair  in  Edinburgh,  which  he  occupied  until  his 
death  in  1785. 

Dr.  Stewart  shared  the  admiration  of  his  master,  Simson,  for 
the  ancient  geometry.  His  great  aim,  as  a  mathematician,  was 
the  application  of  its  methods  to  problems  generally  regarded  as 
capable  of  solution  only  by  the  algebraic  analysis.  He  has  left 
some  writings  in  applied  mathematics.  From  the  evidence  fur- 
nished by  these,  as  weU  as  the  testimony  of  competent  authori- 
ties among  his  contemporaries  at  home  and  abroad,  Dr.  Stewart 
appears  to  have  been  a  highly  original  and  elegant  mathema- 
tician.^ 

One  intellectual  peculiariiy  of  the  &ther  is  worth  noticing, 
as  it  was  hardly  less  characteristic  of  the  son.  Dr.  Stewart  was 
an  ardent  and  assiduous  student,  especially  of  geometry,  fix>m 
his  youth ;  and  so  great  was  the  power  of  abstraction  and  con- 
centration which  he  had  thus  acquired  in  his  own  science,  that 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  conducting  his  geometrical  investigations 
mentally,  without  writing  out  the  different  steps  of  the  process. 
He  contented  himself  with  simply  jotting  down  the  enunciation 
and  figure  of  a  theorem,  leaving  the  rest  to  the  imagination,  and 
only  fully  wrote  out  a  demonsbration  when  it  was  required  for 
publication.  It  is  not  a  littie  remarkable  that  a  habit  of  quite 
as  intense  and  assiduous  concentration,  though  applied  to  a 
different  and  much  more  di£Scult  order  of  investigation,  formed 
a  difltingnishing  peculiarity  of  the  mind  of  his  son,  from  a 
very  early  period  of  life. 

Of  the  mother  of  Dugald  Stewart  nothing  is  known  of  any 
interest  beyond  what  is  recorded  by  her  grandson,  Colonel 
Stewart,  in  his  brief  but  able  Memoir  of  his  father.^  ^  She 
was  a  woman,''  says  Colonel  Stewart,  ^  remarkable  for  her  good 
sense,  and  for  great  sweetness  and  kindliness  of  disposition, 

*  For  a  fnUer  acoonnt  of  ihe  life  and  cf  Hdkibmrgh,  tqL  i. ;  and  Flayiair*! 

irritbgs  of  Dr.  Stewart^  lee  the  notice  Work$f  toI.  it. 
ofbim  by  hiB  friend,  ProfeMor  Flajfrir, 

inik9l\raiuaaiaiu<ftheJUnfal&Gi€iy  *  FriTatelj  printed  in  ISdS. 
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and  was  always  remembered  hj  her  son  with  the  wannest  senti- 
ments of  filial  affection."    She  died  at  the  age  of  fifly,  in  1771. 

Details  regarding  the  early  years  of  Dugald  Stewart's  life  are 
very  scanty.  His  healthy  at  no  time  robust^  was,  as  we  learn 
from  the  Memoir  by  his  son^  ^^  during  the  first  period  of  his  life 
so  feeble  and  precarious,  that  it  was  with  more  than  ordinary 
anxiety  and  solidtude  of  parents  that  his  infimcy  was  reared. 
His  early  years  were  spent  partly  in  the  house,  at  that  time 
attached  to  the  Mathemati^  Chair  of  the  Uniyersity,  and 
partly  at  Catrine,  his  father^s  property  in  Ayrshire,^  [parish 
of  SomJ  to  which  the  fiunily  regularly  removed  every  summer 
when  the  academical  session  was  conduded.^^ 

The  old  mansion-house  of  Catrine  (built  in  1682)  stands  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Water  of  Ayr,  in  a  picturesque  and  well- 
wooded  valley.  It  continued  to  be  the  favourite  summer  retreat 
of  Mr.  Stewart  for  many  years  after  his  appointment  to  a  chair 
in  the  University.'  Its  charms  for  him  as  a  residence  were, 
however,  destroyed  by  the  erection  in  1792  of  a  large  cotton- 
mill  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  consequent  rise, 
in  room  of  the  small  and  secluded  hamlet  of  CSatrine,  of  a 
populous  manufitcturing  village.^ 


^  Mr.  Stowart*8  maternal  grandfatber 
porehaaed  the  nnaU  estate  of Catiiiie  from 
Mr.  Aird,  whoee  daughter,  Ghriatiaii,  was 
his  aecond  wife,  and  the  step-mother  of 
Mrs.  Matthew  Stewart  Catrine  de- 
▼olved  on  Dr.  Matthew  Stewart  in  right 
of  his  wife. 

'  Msmoir,  p.  8. 

*  Bums  was  an  occasional  Tisitor  at 
Catrine,  which  is  onlj  a  few  miles  from 
the  fium  of  Mossgiel.  Mr.  Stewart  was 
an  early  friend  of  the  poet.  Bums 
writes  regarding  Mr.  Stewart,  in  1786, 
— *'  I  would  be  delighted  to  see  him 
perform  acts  of  kindness  and  friendship, 
thonghl  were  not  the  object;  he  does  it 
with  soch  grace.  I  think  his  character, 
divided  into  ten  parts,  stands  thus : — 
four  parts  Socrates,  four  parts  Nathanael, 
and  tiro  parts  Shakspeare's  Brutus." 
^(Zr(^e  and  Worki  qf  .Bum*— Cham- 


bers* Edition,  p.  830.)    He  thus  oomme- 

morates  father  and  son  in  the  Vition: — 

"  Whh  dMp-0kniek  rwamntlil  awe 
Th«  laHMd  ilTC  and  MD I  »w ; 
To  If atnrali  Ood  and  NaturaTi  law, 
nkqr  Bate  thflir  Ion  ; 
TUa  aU  to  foorea  and  end  to  dnw, 
Thal»  lo  adora." 

See  Appendix  A,  for  Letter  of  Mr. 
Stewart  to  Dr.  Currie,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  Buns. 

«The  author  of  the  StatisUeaiAeooimt 
of  ike  Bariik  qfSom  thus  refers  to  the 
impression  regarding  Mr.  Stewart,which 
lingers  in  the  district: — "IndiTiduals 
still  speak  with  delight  of  his  un- 
wearied benerolence,  of  his  kindness  and 
condescension  to  all  who  came  within 
the  sphere  of  his  influence,  particularijto 
those  he  knew  had  been  the  objects  of  his 
father*s  ng$xd,**"^8tatitHeal  Aeetmnt 
ofAynkire — Ptarish  of  Sorn^lSi2. 
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Stewart  received  the  principal  part  of  his  early  education  at 
the  High  School  of  Edinburgh.  He  entered  this  seminary  in 
1761,  in  his  eighth  year.  His  first  master  was  Bobert  Far- 
quhar,  under  whose  charge  he  remained  until  1764.  He  then 
passed  to  the  Sector's  class,  which  he  attended  for  two  years. 
The  Bector  at  this  period  was  Alexander  Matheson,  a  man  of 
considerable  accomplishments  as  a  scholar,  and  a  successful 
teacher.  Alexander  Adam,  who  succeeded  Matheson  in  the 
rectorship,  was  employed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  two 
years  of  Dugald  Stewart's  attendance  on  the  Sector's  class^  as 
Matheson's  substitute,  in  consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  the 
latter.  Stewart  thus  enjoyed,  at  a  critical  age,  the  privilege  of 
the  instruction  of  one  who  was  destined  to  give  a  powerful 
impulse  to  Scottish  classical  scholarship.^ 

The  tradition  regarding  his  career  at  school  is,  that  he  was 
distinguished  by  quickness  and  accuracy  of  apprehension ;  and 
that  his  translations  of  the  classics  displayed  singular  felicity 
and  spirit'  This  impression,  whatever  be  its  ground,  is  probably 
not  far  from  the  truth.  The  classical  taste  and  wide  acquaint- 
ance with  Boman  literature,  which  his  writings  display,  are 
hardly  compatible  with  the  supposition  that  he  was  a  dull  or 
negligent  pupil  at  school  The  love  of  classical  literature  thus 
early  acquired,  he  cherished  through  life.  Its  influence  is  con- 
spicuous both  in  the  matter  and  manner  of  his  writings.    He 


>  Steyen'B  BiHary  of  the  High  School, 
pp.  106,  107— firom  information  fiir- 
nished  by  Mr.  Stewart  UmBolf.  In  a 
letterto  M.  Prevost,  (1817,)  B£r.  Stewart 
thus  refers  to  the  aystem  of  instniction 
introdaced  into  that  eeminary  under  its 
rector,  Mr.  Fillana,  as  compared  with 
the  method  pnrsned  at  the  time  of  his 
attendance: — "The  distance  at  which 
I  haye  lived,  for  the  last  seyen  years, 
from  Edinburgh,  has  put  it  out  of  my 
power  to  attend  to  the  details  of  the 
new  method  of  instmction  adopted  in 
the  High  School.  But  I  have  seen 
enoogh  of  the  resnlts  to  convince  me  of 
its  great  utility,  not  only  in  qnickening 


the  progress  of  the  papils  in  Classical 
Learning,  and  in  the  collateral  stadias 
of  Ancient  History  and  Geography,  bat 
in  strengthening  and  invigorating  their 
powers  of  attention,  memory,  and  judg- 
ment. 

"The  improvement,  indeed,  strikes 
me  as  wonderful,  when  I  compare  it 
with  the  plan  followed  in  the  same 
school  when  I  was  educated  there, 
(about  fifty  years  ago,)  under  the  late 
learned  Dr.  Adam,  witii  whose  very  use- 
fol  elementary  books  you  are  probably 
acqusanted.'^ 

*  Memoir,  p.  4;  Encjftkpasdia 
tannioa,  Art.  Dugald  Stewart 


DUGALD  8TBWABT.  Zl 

was  especially  an  assiduous  student  of  the  poetry  of  ancient 
Borne.  His  delicate  sensibility  to  literaiy  beauty,  and  finely 
modulated  voice,  gave  a  great  charm  to  his  reading  of  classical 
poetry.  So  powerful  was  the  hold  which  this  kind  of  literature 
had  upon  him,  that  it  was  his  custom,  in  after  years,  when 
from  any  cause  he  was  unfitted  for  other  efforts  of  mind — 
especially  when  towards  the  close  of  life  his  bodily  health  and 
vigour  were  broken — to  betake  himself  for  relief  and  solace  to 
the  pages  of  his  favourite  Latin  poets. 

From  the  High  School,  Stewart  passed  to  the  University  of 
his  native  city.  His  first  CoUege  Session  was  1765-66,  in 
which  he  was  enrolled  as  a  student  of  Humaniiy.  After 
passing  through  the  Greek  class  in  the  second  year  of  his  course, 
he  entered  the  class  of  Logic,  which  he  attended  for  two  conse- 
cutive sessions — 1767-68, 1768-69,  under  the  venerable  Steven- 
son. He  completed  the  usual  University  course,  by  attendance 
(1768-69)  on  Natural  Philosophy,  under  James  BusselL^ 

At  the  period  when  Stewart  pursued  his  coU^  studies  in 
Edinburgh,  intellectual  life  in  the  University  was  nourished  in 
great  measure  by  the  writings  of  Bacon  and  Newton.  The 
three  Gr^rys,^  who  held  in  succession  the  Mathematical 
Chair  in  Edinburgh,  and  more  recently  the  celebrated  Mac- 
laurin,  who  occupied  the  same  chair  firom  1725  to  1746,  had 
left  their  impress  on  the  teaching  of  the  University.  Mr. 
Stewart's  father,  pupil  and  successor  of  Maclaurin,  was  a  man 
of  kindred  spirit  and  genius,  and  worthily  sustained  the  renown 
of  the  chair.  James  Bussell,  moreover.  Professor  of  Natural 
Philosophy  from  1764  to  1773,  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of 
comprehensive  views,  who  rose  above  the  mere  details  of  his 
science,  leading  the  minds  of  his  pupils  to  those  general  prin- 
ciples of  philosophical  inquiry,  out  of  which  had  arisen  the 
splendid  edifice  of  the  Newtonian  physics.' 

*  There  ii  no  XJmTendty  record  of  *  James,  inyentor  of  the  refleodng 

Mr.  StewBrt^shaTing  attended  the  ebfls  teleacope  ;  David,  hif  nephew,  after- 

of  Moral  Fhiloaophy  under  Adam  Fer-  wards  Savilian  Professor  of  Astronomy 

gnson.    We  haye,  howeyer,  his  own  at  Oxford;  and  James,  hrother  of  the 

statement  on  this  point. — WorJc$f  Life  latter. 

•/  Beid.  Td.  x.  p.  861.  *  WorJu,  Uft  ofBM,  toI.  x.  pw  261. 
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It  was  doabtleai  under  this  pEevailiiig  inihimcft  that  Stewart 
fint  imhibed  that  admiration  of  Baoon— Ids  spirit^  method, 
and  aims — ^which,  being  fostered  faj  sobeeqnent  mflnencffl^  g»> 
tbered  strength  with  his  years^  and  harmonising  with  his  con- 
stitotional  cantion  and  the  general  cast  of  his  inteDect^  had  so 
hrge  a  share  in  giving  its  distinctiye  cliamrtRr  to  the  specula- 
Hre  work  of  his  lifis; 

It  is  now  impossible  precisdy  to  ascertain  the  nature  or 
amoontof  the  proficiency  Stewart  made  in  the  mathematical 
sriences  at  ooDege.  This  was  probably  conaderably  beyond  the 
average,  both  from  his  having  been  caUed  upon  by  his  fidher, 
some  few  years  afterwards,  to  undertake  the  darge  of  the 
Mathematical  Classes  in  the  University,  and  from  the  success 
with  which  he  condacied  them.  Those  sciences,  indeed,  con- 
tinued to  possess  an  interest  for  him  throng  life ;  but  more  in 
a  philosophical  point  of  view,  as  filling  a  place  in  the  sdieme  of 
human  knowledge,  than  from  any  strong  predilection  for  them 
as  an  independent  object  of  study.  The  methods  of  investiga- 
tion which  those  sciences  exemplify — ^the  kind  of  truth  and 
evidence  with  which  they  deal — ^the  analogies  and  divergences 
they  present  as  compared  with  the  other  sdencee,  and  their 
influence  on  the  intellectnal  and  moral  character  of  those  who 
pursue  them,  were,  in  the  maturity  of  his  powers,  favourite 
sulgects  of  reflection  with  Mr.  Stewart^ 

But  the  Metropolitan  Universiiy,  even  at  this  early  period, 
provided  intdlectoal  nourishment  al  a  higher  kind,  and  more 
fitted  to  develop  the  speculative  tendency,  than  is  afforded  by 
any  physical  or  mathematical  science.  The  two  men,  besides 
Busnil,  to  whom  Mr.  Stewart  refers  as  having  most  contributed 
during  his  attendance  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  to  give 
impulse  and  direction  to  the  course  which  his  subsequent  studies 
assumed,  are  John  Stevenson  and  Adam  Ferguson. 

Stevenson  was  Professor  of  Logic  and  MetaphyBic&  He 
occupied  the  chair  for  the  long  period  of  forty-five  years, 


1  On  the  Dstnn  of  matbenuitieal  eri-     tksd  itndies  on  the  dumcter,  II 

d«Dce,gee  Wark$t  vd.  m^  Elmnenii,  u.     teal  and  monl,  gee  WariB$,^6Liw^£U' 
ll^Hieq,  FortheioflueDoeofinathema-     menUf  iii.  201.— 2!le  MaAtmatieiam. 
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(1730-1775.)  His  coarse  of  teaching  embraced  Logic  proper, 
Metaphysics^  the  Theory  of  Taste,  and  the  Gteneral  History  of 
Philosophy.  In  all  those  departments,  he  made  use  of  text- 
books, as  the  basis  or  supplement  of  his  prelections.  These  were, 
in  Logic  and  the  History  of  Philosophy,  the  Elementa  PhUo- 
sophioB  Bationalia  et  Mordlia  of  Heineccios^ — in  Metaphysics, 
De  Yries'  DetervUfuUionea  (hUohguxe^  and  Bishop  Wynne's 
AbridgmefU  of  Locke's  Essay — ^in  Bhetoric,  Aristotle's  Poetics j 
and  Longinus  On  the  Svhlime} 

Stevenson's  philosophical  teaching  had  little,  if  any  origin- 
ality. He  sought  more  to  inform  and  educate,  by  making 
use  of  what  was  already  at  hand,  than  to  excite  thinking  by 
fresh  speculative  products.  He  belonged  to  the  school  of 
Locke  in  its  earliest  form,  accepting  the  doctrines  of  its  founder 
very  nearly  as  these  are  presented  in  the  Essay.  Stevenson 
was,  in  fisu^t,  the  first  to  introduce  the  speculations  of  Locke 
into  the  University  teaching  of  Scotland.^     He  lived  to  see 


>  lo.  QotU.  Heueocii,  EUmeniaPhi' 
JotqpAuv  BaitumaJlit  et  MoraUs,  IVa»- 
miflsa  est  Historia  Philoiopliica.  Am- 
stdocUum.  (Ed.  Quart.)  1740.  (Ed. 
P.  1728.)  Heineccina  (1680-1741)  was 
for  some  time  Professor  of  Phflosophj 
at  Halle,  and  distiugoished  aa  an  able 
and  Tolmninoiis  writer  on  jnrispmdence. 
His  logic  is  not  remarkable  among  the 
popular  oompends  of  the  time. 

'  Gerardi  de  Tries,  Ptofes.  Philos., 
Ultngeot  IkOcdhoUeUIUrumAUri- 
hmtii  l>0ttnmnatiomea  OntologietB,  (Ist 
ed.  1687.)  Pars  Secnnda— Ds  Kaiura 
Dti  et  Sunumm  MentU  Detemma- 
Hotiei  Pnemuttologiem,  (1st  ed.  1690.) 
De  Yries,  Professor  of  Philosophy  at 
Utrecht,  was  an  aonte  and  eloquent 
opponent  of  Cartesianism,  in  certain  of 
its  fondamental  dogmas,  espedally  the 
nature  and  import  of  cm  knowledge  of 
the  Infinite* — See  his  £xercUatione$  de 
Deo  Dwimeque  Perfeetiombue. 

*  Emdaiiob  toftoi  hefare  Ike  Umoer- 
eitjf  OommuiUmen.  Bey.  Dr.  (now 
Principal)   Lee.-— See  toL  L  p.  696. 


Life  of  ErMnet  hj  Sir  H.  Moncreiff 
Wellwood,  D.D.,  pp.  20,  21.  Scots 
Magazine,  Angnst  1741.  Bower's  Hie- 
tory  of  the  Ufdvernty,  toI.  ii.  p.  274,  et 
eeq.  Under  Steyenson,  the  Logic  Class 
met  three  hoars  dailj — at  eight  in  the 
moniing,eleyen,andtwo.  The  first  hoar 
was  deyoted  to  Bhetoric,  indading  the 
reading  of  Classical  poetiy,  especially  the 
Diad,  the  second  to  Logic  and  Metaphy- 
sics, the  third  to  the  History  of  Philoso- 
phy. Steyenson  continaed  the  scholas- 
tic practice  of  oral  dispatation,  and  held 
freqaent  examinations. 

«  In  the  last  decade  of  the  seyen- 
teenth  oentoiy,  the  Scottish  Parliament, 
infiaenced  mainly  by  political  considera- 
tions, soaght  to  regalate  the  philoso- 
phical teaching  of  the  Uniyersities. 
Certain  of  those  bodies  were  eigoined  to 
prepare  oompends  in  special  depart- 
ments of  philosophy,  which,  after  re- 
ceiring  the  approyal  of  a  ccnmiission  of 
Parliament,  were  to  become  text-books 
for  the  Uniyersities  genenJly.  The 
Uniyenity  of  Edinburgh  was  appointed 
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those  doctrines  reach  their  meridian  influence^  and  also  to 
observe  their  decline.  About  the  time  Mr.  Stewart  attended 
his  prelections,  Stevenson  had  become  convinced  of  the  narrow- 
ness and  inadequacy  of  the  theory  of  Locke.  He  was  among  the 
first  to  appreciate  the  Inquiry  into  the  Human  Mind^  (1764,) 
which  was  destined  not  only  to  counteract  the  doctrines  of 
Locke  in  Scotland,  but  to  revolutionise  the  Metaphysics  of 
Britain  and  France.^ 


to  draw  np  Um  metapbyrical  oompend ; 
that  of  St.  Andrews  the  logical.  The 
fonner,  like  the  other  metaphjncal 
digests  of  the  period,  does  little  more 
than  axrange  and  define  a  series  of 
notions ;  the  logical  oompend  is  taken 
chieflj  from  the  logic  of  Port-Bojal. 
Both  oompends  were  published  in  Lon- 
don in  1701.  The  one  is  entitled,  An 
Introduditm  to  Maapkyndu  (pp.  56) ; 
the  other,  An  InlrodueUon  to  Logick^ 
(pp.  66).  This  attempt  to  control  the 
teachmg  of  the  UniTersities  in  its 
highest  departments  failed,  as  it  de- 
serred  to  do.  The  Pariiament  Tirtn- 
ally  withdrew  from  the  oontest  in  1699. 
It  appears,  from  certsin  philosophical 
dogmas  condemned  by  the  Commission, 
that  the  predominant  inflnenoe  in  the 
Universities  at  the  period  referred  to, 
was  sensational,  being  chiefly  that  of 
Gassendi.  Sterenson^s  teaching,  thongh 
not  philosophically  higher,  was,  frt)m 
its  compass,  its  human  interest,  and  the 
general  caltnro  at  which  it  aimed,  a 
Tory  important  advance  on  the  instrno- 
tion  of  the  era  in  qne8tion.p— Bower's 
HiMtaryofihe  UnwenifyifJBdMmrgh,^ 
▼61.  i.  ch.  vii.  p.  849,  et  Mq* 

1  The  drcnmstance  refeired  to  in  the 
following  quotation  is  strongly  charac- 
teristio  of  the  bent  of  the  Scottish  mind, 
besides  affording  a  glimpse  of  the  early 
studies  of  Stevenson : — "  The  impres- 


1  "TbetolboiitylhflwtniiddfelitbatofBiyoUMaBdHidpneepfeor^Dr.  Jobn 
WM  hliBMlf  a  flNmbar  of  tlM  Jloiitanfan  Okdft^  and  who  inu  aoeinloBed  te 
tidt  fMtia  his  Jimlwffnf  PrtktUomJ* 


sion  produced  in  England  by  Berkeley's 
IdeaBsm  was  not  so  great  as  might  have 
been  expected ;  but  the  novelty  of  his 
paradoxes  attracted  veiy  powerfully  the 
attention  of  a  set  of  young  men  who 
wen  then  prosecuting  their  studies  at 
Edinbuxgh,  and  who  fonned  themselves 
into  a  society  for  the  express  purpose  of 
soliciting  from  the  author  an  exp]ana> 
tion  of  some  parts  of  his  theory,  which 
seemed  to  them  obscurely  or  equivocally 
expressed.  To  this  correspondence  the 
amiable  and  excellent  prelate  appears 
to  have  given  every  encouragement ; 
and  I  have  been  told  by  the  best  autho- 
rity, that  he  was  accustomed  to  say, 
that  his  reasonings  had  been  nowhen 
better  understood  than  by  this  club  of 
young  Scotsmen.*  The  ingenious  Dr. 
WaUaoe,  author  of  the  Diteoune  an  ike 
Numiben  of  Mankind^  was  one  of  the 
leading  members ;  and  with  him  wen 
associated  several  other  individuals, 
whose  names  an  now  well  known  and 
honourably  distinguished  in  the  learned 
world.  Mr.  Hume's  TreatUe  of  Human 
Nature,  which  was  published  in  1789, 
aflbrds  sufficient  evidence  of  the  deep 
impression  which  Berkeley's  writings 
had  left  upon  his  mind;  and  to  this 
juvenile  essay  of  B£r.  Hume's  may  be 
traced  the  origin  of  the  most  important 
metaphysical  works  which  Scotland  has 
since  produced."— Stewart's  Worki, 
vol.  i. ;  Diuert,  pp.  850-861. 
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If  Stevenson  was  not  highly  distinguished  as  a  purely 
philosophical  teacher,  the  influence  of  liis  general  discipline,  as 
an  educator  of  the  judgment  and  taste,  was  very  marked.  For 
nearly  half  a  century,  and  within  the  sphere  he  sketched  for 
himself,  there  was  no  more  influential  teacher  in  Scotland.  On 
this  point  we  have  the  highly  pertinent  testimony  of  Principal 
Bobertson,  who  acknowledged  that  he  was  more  deeply  indebted 
to  Stevenson's  instructions  (especially  his  illustrations  of  Aris- 
totle's PoeticSy  and  Longinus  On  the  Sublime)  than  to  any  other 
influence  in  the  course  of  his  academical  studies.^  Mr.  Stewart 
makes  special  acknowledgment  of  his  intellectual  obligations  to 
Stevenson.^  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  improved  lite- 
rary taste  manifested  in  the  Scottish  capital  towards  the  middle 
and  end  of  the  century,  was  greatly  aided  by  his  well-directed 
and  powerful  though  unobtrusive  acadenucal  teaching.' 

But  the  philosophical  instructor,  who,  from  the  character  of 
his  mind  and  doctrines,  was  most  fitted  to  attract  the  sympathy 
and  admiration  of  Stewart^  was  Adam  Ferguson,  Professor  of 
Moral  Philosophy  from  1764  to  1785.  That  his  teaching  con- 
tributed greatly  to  develop  the  speculative  taste  of  the  pupil 
who  was  destined  to  be  his  successor,  the  numerous  references 


1  Stewart*B  WcrU,  toI.  x.  p.  105, 
lAfe  of  BoberUon.  Very  bigh  testi- 
mony 18  likewise  borne  to  tbe  effidencj 
of  Steyenson  by  Dr.  Jobn  Erskine.  See 
bit  lAfe  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  Well- 
wood|  pp.  19-21. 

*  Workg,  Tol.  X.  Life  qf  Beid,  p. 
261. 

*  In  1748,  and  in  tbe  two  rabaeqnent 
years,  Adam  Smitb,  tben  a  yonng  man 
of  twenty-five,  recently  retamed  from 
Oxibrd,  baying  abandoned  the  design 
of  studying  for  tbe  Gburcb,  gaye  a 
coarse  of  Lectures  on  Bbetoric  and 
Belles  Lettres  in  Edinburgb.  Tbese 
lectures  were  numerously  attended. 
Blair  began  to  lecture  on  the  same  sub- 
ject in  1758;  wbUe  tbe  SlenunU  of 
Criticism  by  Kames  appeared  in  1762. 
Tbe  Chair  of  Bhetoric,  which  Blair 


was  tbe  first  to  occupy,  was  insti- 
tuted in  the  latter  year.  Those  in- 
fluences sustained  and  enhanced  the 
training  of  Steyenson ;  but  some  of  them 
were,  no  doubt,  in  the  first  instance, 
materially  determined  by  it,  and  all 
were  greatly  dependent  on  it  for  wide 
popular  effisct  Tbe  Edinburgh  J3deGl 
Society,  established  1754,  should,  more- 
over, be  kept  in  view  in  every  estimate 
of  those  causes  which  contributed  to 
the  general  progress  and  difiusion  of 
literary  taste  in  Scotland  in  the  18th 
century.  On  the  general  subject  of  the 
philosophical  and  literary  history  of 
Scotland,  from  the  period  here  referred 
to  down  to  our  own  times,  see  an  able 
and  interesting  Essay  by  tbe  Count 
de  lUmusat,  Bevm  da  Deux  Mondee; 
April  1856. 


wliich  llr.  Stewart  hu  made  througboat  his  writings  to  hia 
master,  and  his  distinctiTe  opinions,  leave  do  ground  of  doaht 
Fergueon's  conrse,  as  was  usual  at  that  period  in  the  Scottish 
TJniTersitiefl,  emlvaced  EHiics  and  Folitic&  He  brought  to  bear 
OD  those  BQliijects  considerable  speculatire  power,  great  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  and  the  results  of  a  long  tskadj  of  ancient 
history  and  philosophy,  Ko  one  was  better  skilled  than  Fer- 
gnson  in  doJ;  blending  the  abstract  and  the  concrete,  and 
modifying  the  deductions  of  speculation  by  the  &cts  of  hiatoiy 
and  observation.  With  him  Ethics,  Folitics,  and  Histoiy,  went 
band  in  hand,  in  tnm  iUnstrating  and  borrowing  light  from 
each  other.  His  politics  are,  indeed,  bat  his  ethical  doctrises 
applied  to  sode^ ;  while  in  the  masterly  sketches  of  character 
scattered  over  the  pages  of  his  Soman  Republic,  the  same 
moral  doctrines  stand  out  in  all  the  relief  and  interest  of  indivi- 
dual portraiture.^ 

As  a  moral  teacher  Ferguson  was  great.  He  conjoined  the 
simplicity,  elevation,  and  ethical  hardihood  of  the  early  Boman 
with  Grecian  refinement  and  eloquence.  He  had  en  instinctive 
sympathy  for  the  grand  and  ennobling  in  moral  doctrine ;  and 
guided  by  his  own  lofty  nature  and  feelings,  more  than  by 
profound  speculative  insight,  he  sketched  an  ideal  of  hnman  vir- 
tue that  approached  the  dignity  and  grandeur  of  tiie  ancient 
Stoical  model  His  ethical  doctrine  was  one,  indeed,  hardly  to 
be  looked  for  in  the  existing  state  of  abstract  speculation  in 
Scotland,  and  but  little  in  harmony  with  the  temper  of  the 
times.  Bat  Ferguson  drew  his  inspiration  from  the  past  His 
sympathies  were  vrith  the  nobler  minds  of  antiqaity.  His 
speculation  in  spirit,  form,  and  results,  is  that  of  an  andent 
moralist  of  tlie  best  school  An  early  life  spent  in  camps  and 
on  battle-fields,  had,  moreover,  tanght  many  stirring  lessons  to 
the  meditative  moralist  Experience  of  the  changing  fortunes, 
and  the  varied  contingencies  of  war,  strengthened  his  natural 
leaning  to  a  morality  severe  and  self-sofiScient  His  teaching 
was  in  great  measure  on  inculcation  of  the  need  of  the  warrior- 

■  8as,  fbr  eumple,  the  contrMted  ohancian  of  Cnur  lud  Csto ;  Boman 
Bttniblic,  book  iu.  o»p.  ir. 


DUGALD  8TXWABT.  xvii 

gpirit  in  the  moral  life^  where  a  higher  end  than  military  glory, 
and  less  perishable  laurels  than  are  gathered  on  the  bloody 
field,  are  within  reach,  prodded  only  they  be  sought  with  a  will 
and  bearing  as  resolute  and  unflinching  as  are  demanded  in  the 
service  of  the  lower  ambition. 

The  Ethics  of  Ferguson  formed  a  marked  contrast  to  the 
utilitarian  doctrine  which  issued  legitimately  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  Locke.  His  prelections  undoubtedly  contributed  to 
cherish,  in  the  Metropolitan  University,  that  better  spirit  of 
speculation  which  was  now  rising  in  Scotland.  With  his  col- 
league Stevenson,  he  fully  appreciated  the  importance  of  the 
doctrines  of  Beid's  Inquiry.  He  formed  an  able  and  influential, 
while  independent  coadjutor  of  the  latter,  in  advancing  the 
cause  of  a  deeper  and  purer  moral  doctrine  than  was  com- 
patible with  the  approved  speculative  principles  of  the  times.^ 

The  only  detail  of  any  interest  recorded  of  Mr.  Stewart's 
career  as  a  student  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  is  the  fact 
that  his  taste  and  capacity  for  purely  philosophical  studies  was 
regarded  both  by  Stevenson  and  Ferguson  as  the  most  marked 

^  Fergiiw>n*B  ethical  ijBtem  is  fbllj  the  inqniiy  which  ha  raises  regarding 
and  eloquently  expoonded  in  the  digest  the  definite  nature  and  ground  of  Bighi- 
of  his  lectures  published  raider  the  title  ness  itself.  His  solntion  of  this  question, 
of  PrineipUa  of  Moral  and  Mkieal  by  the  theory  of  actiyity  and  perfection, 
Saenee.  See  also  his  InttUiaet  for  must,  in  a  speculatiTe  pomt  of  view,  be 
the  use  of  students.  The  FniiieipU$  admitted  to  want  precision,  though,  re- 
were  translated  into  French  ;  Paris,  garded  practically,  it  is  eminently  yalu- 
1821,  2  Tols.  Sto.     The  moral  and  able. 

political  doctrines  of  Ferguson  are  ably         Ferguson,   howerer,    it   should  be 

reTiewed  by  M.  Cousin  in  his  Sigtoire  noticed,  has  the  merit,  among  Scottish 

de  la  FhUowphie  Morale^ — JEcole  Hoob*  philosophical  writers,  of  recognising  the 

saite.  Legoiu  x.  zi   (Paris,  1840.)  See  place  and  importance  in  ethical  specu- 

also  Bevue  Encydopid,  vol.  zi.  p.  289.  ktion  of  the  Aristotelio  doctrine  of  the 

Ferguson's  restriction  of  the  sphere  pleasurable — a  grand  and  fertile,  but 

of  Moral  Philosophy  to  the  proper  ethi-  little  illustrated  principle.    The  appli- 

cal  problems  was  worthy  of  the  closer  cations  which  he  makes  of  this  doo- 

imitation   of   suooeeding   speculators,  trine,  though  by  no  means  ezhaustiye. 


r,  Tol.  L    Introduction,  part  i.  are  both  numerous  and  valuable.    Be- 

cap.  ii.  {  14.  fore  Ferguson,   Alexander  Gerard  of 

Ferguson,  while  holding  with  Beid  Aberdeen,    an   accomplished   thinker, 

that  the  notion  of  Bightness  is  not  re-  had  to  some  extent  applied  the  same 

solvable  into  utility,  or  to  be  derived  luminous  principle  to  iBsthetics,  in  his 

from  sympathy  or  a  moral  sense,  goes  a  Etaay  on   Toite,   first  published  in 

step  beyond  both  Beid  and  Stewart  in  1759. 

b 
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feature  of  his  intellectual  character.  This  natural  tendency 
was  more  fully  developed  and  confirmed,  as  we  shall  presently 
see,  after  the  termination  of  his  studies  in  Edinburgh,  by  attend- 
ance on  another  and  more  distinguished  philosophical  instructor 
in  a  different  university. 

Mr.  Stewart,  at  one  period  of  his  college  studies,  appears  to 
have  entertained  the  design  of  seeking  an  appointment  in  India, 
in  the  Company's  corps  of  engineers.  This  purpose  was,  how- 
ever, early  abandoned,  as  we  find  that,  about  the  year  1771,  his 
thoughts  were  turned  towards  the  Church  of  England.^  The 
University  of  Glasgow,  then,  as  at  present,  afforded  facility  to 
young  men  of  talent  and  application,  for  pursuing  a  course  of 
study  at  Oxford.  Stewart  went  to  study  at  Glasgow,  (1771-2,) 
partly  with  a  view  to  the  Snell  foundation,  but  also,  influenced 
by  the  recommendation  of  Ferguson,  that  he  might  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  the  prelections  of  Thomas  Beid — a  name  destined 
to  become  familiar  among  reflective  men  of  his  own  and  other 
lands,  and  already  respected  in  Scotland. 

Beid's  philosophical  position  in  Scotland  is  so  closely  con- 
nected with  the  main  work  of  the  life  of  his  most  illustrious 
pupil,  that  it  is  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the 
elder  thinker  and  his  teaching. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  before 
the  appearance  of  the  Inquiry^  Scotland  was  not  without  original 
thinkers,  who  aimed  at  positive  speculative  results,  though 
labouring  within  comparatively  narrow  spherea  At  an  early 
period  of  the  century,  Gerschom  Carmichael  ably  commented 
on  Puffendorf,  and  taught  with  much  success  in  Glasgow.^ 


1  From  brief  notioe  (in  MS.)  of  Mr. 
8tewBit*f  early  life  hj  hie  brother-ia- 
Uw,  and  tluough  life  one  of  hif  most 
valaed  and  attached  friends,  the  late 
Dngald  Bannatyne,  Esq.,  Glasgow. 

'  &  PoflEendorfii  2^  QjUb  JJommit  el 
CiinB  Jtuaa  Legem  Natundem,  ISbn 
Doo.  SoppIemeDtis  et  Obeenrationilmfl 
in  Academicn  JnTentatia  nsnm  anxit 
et  illnstraTit  Genchomiu  Gannichael, 
FhiloaqphiA  in  A/^amia  Glaiguenai 


PMfenor.  Ed.  aec  Edinhngi,  1724. 
Ganni«3hael  was  originally  an  alnmnna 
and  regent  of  St  Andrewa,  and  for  ^ome 
timA  minieter  of  Monimail  in  Fife. 

Carmichael  was  also  the  anihor  of  a 
System  of  Natoral  Theology^Uie  ont- 
linea  of  prelections  for  the  use  of  his  stu- 
dents. It  is  entitled, '^  iSi^iMptit  a%eo- 
logia  NaiurdUi,  tive  NotituB  de  JBasU- 
tmUia,  AUrOmtii,  H  OpmOiombuM 
Smnad  Kummu^eniptarenMNainra 
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Francis  Hatcheson,  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy^  in  the 
same  University,  from  1729  to  17479  was  distinguished  hj 
the  refinement  and  elevation  of  his  ethical  and  sesthetical 
doctrines.  He  songht  his  conclusions  by  observation  of  fiacts, 
not  in  the  way  of  deduction  from  abstract  principles  vulgarly 
accepted.  Entcheson  appears  to  have  been  the  first  Scottish 
thinker  who,  by  substituting  observation  for  a  purely  formal 
method  of  philosophical  inquiry,  frdrly  raised  the  current  thought 
above  the  region  of  merely  technical  definition,  and  placed 
men  witii  awakened  sympathies  in  contact  with  life  and  reality. 
Without  openly  disclaiming  the  received  metaphysical  princi- 
ples of  the  time,  his  analysis  yet  revealed  elements  that,  if  fiGdrly 
weighed,  were  subversive  of  a  sensuous  theory  of  knowledge. 
Hutcheson  struck  with  firm  hand  the  key-note  of  Scottish  specu- 
lation. His  teaching,  distinguished  by  freshness  of  thought, 
loftiness  of  moral  tone  and  eloquence,  was  a  great  power  in 
Scotland  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

While  Hutcheson  was  teaching  in  Glasgow,  amid  wide  and 
well-deserved  renown,^  Andrew  Baxter,  an  obscure  private 
tutor,  was  cultivating  reflective  science,  with  littie  stimulus  to 
the  study  beyond  his  natural  love  of  it.  His  Inquiry  into 
the  Nature  of  the  Human  SouP  displays  much  metaphysical 
power.  In  this  work  he  acutely  contends  for  the  immate- 
riality of  the  soul,  opposes  Locke  on  certain  important  points, 
and  offers  a  polemic  against  the  idealism  of  Berkeley.^  Henry 
Home,  (1696-1782,)  better  known  as  Lord  Eames,  an  acute 


JhcNifte.  Aactore  Q«nchomo  Gar- 
mkliael,  Fhilosc^hia  in  Academia  Glas- 
gnenri  PrafeBsore.  Sdin.  1729,  (pp.  94). 
Oanniohael^  oonne  of  leotores  was 
diTided  into  two  parta ;  the  one  portion 
embraoed  Moral  Fhiloaopby— for  the 
aphera  of  Natnral  Jmispmdenoa,  aa  de- 
fined in  the  Manual  of  Fafifendor(  is 
nearlj  identical  with  that  of  Ethics ; 
the  other  was  doYoted  to  Natural  Theo- 
logy.— Compare  Stewart's  TFbrii^Tol.i., 
J>i$8ertatum,  L  wecL  B. 

^  The  Town-Ooonoil  of  Edinbnrgh 
offered  the  chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  to 


Hutcheson,  when  yacant  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Fringle,  in  1746.  The  honour 
was  declined. 

*  Second  Edition  in  1737. 

*  Baxter's  oiitique  of  Berkeley  shows 
much  acnteness,  and  considerable  appre- 
ciation of  the  legitimate  results  of  his 
doctrine. — See  Baxter's  /fi^ii»ry,  pp. 
808,  809;  compare  Beid,  InU  Bowin, 
Essay  iL  p.  285 ;  where  bia  criticiBm  of 
Berkeley  is  identical  with  that  of  Baxter, 
except  that  Beid  restricts  bis  inlerence 
from  the  scheme  to  the  non-reality  of 
the  intelligences  around  us;  whereas 
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and  original  thinker,  in  his  Enaya  upon  ihe  PrincipleB  of 
Morality  and  Natural  BeUyion,  (1751,)  made  dose  ap- 
proximi^fcion  to  the  special  doctrines  of  Beid.  Home  had  the 
advantage  of  writing  sobseqaently  to  the  Treatise  of  Human 
Nature.  He  oontrovertB  the  theory  of  hmnan  knowledge 
which  that  work  assomes,  contending  for  a  deqper  soorce  of 
knowledge  than  mere  experience^  and  asserting  the  simple, 
ultimate,  and  intoitiye  character  of  onr  beliefii  r^arding  a 
mBtenal  world,  substance,  cause,  the  uniformity  of  nature,  self- 
existence,  personal  identity,  and  the  existence  of  Deity.^  Adam 
Smith,  the  immediate  predecessor  of  Beid  in  the  Chair  of  Moral 
FluloBophy  in  Glasgow,  greatly  contributed  to  the  diffusion  of 
a  taste  for  mixed  philosophical  studies.  In  Smith  were  con- 
joined qualities  rarely  found  together.  In  addition  to  highly- 
cultiyated  taste  and  no  mean  speculative  talent,  Smith  possessed 
practical  wisdom,  which,  applied  to  political  science,  left  results 
that  progressing  dvilisation  was  alone  able  fully  to  appreciate. 
His  Lectures  on  Morals  are  embodied  in  his  Theory  of  Moral 
Sentiments  (1759) — a  work  which,  despite  its  slight  and  im- 


Bazter  imuntainn  that  its  fiur  usoe  u 
abibbte  egoism. 

Baxter,  moroover,  in  two  paaaages, 
toDcbea  veiy  doaelj,  if^  indeed,  he  does 
not  Tpomtirelj  state,  the  doctrine  of  an 
iinin*«^^«**  perception  of  matter,  and 
that  in  its  latest  and  most  refined  finm. 
As  percipient  of  psrts,  we  are,  accord- 
ing to  Baxter,  consdoos  at  once  of  oar 
own  reality  as  intelligenoes,  and  of  the 
existence  of  matter  in  the  Ibnn  of  an 
extended  seDsoiy. — '*  If  oor  ideas  haye 
no  parts,  and  yet  if  we  peroeife  parts, 
it  is  plain  we  peroeife  tameikimff  more 
than  onr  own  peroeptiaDs.  Bnt  both 
these  are  certain :  we  are  conscioiis  that 
we  perceive  parts,  when  we  look  npon  a 
house,  a  tree,  a  river,  the  dial-plate  of  a 
clock  or  watch.  Tku  ii  a  ihart  and 
eatywaycfhwigeerUtmihatiomaJdng 
existi  without  the  mind.  We  are  certain 
of  this  from  oonsetotttneM  itself;  since 
we  are  as  certain  that  we  peroeiTe  parts 


asthatwe  haveperoeptioDsatalL  And 
this  argmnent  proves  at  ooce,  andyinom 
the  same  jieroepficms,  ihe  existence  of 
MltAejiarttof  ourcompoeitian;  and, 
therefore,  makes  the  esBJatenee  of  both 
equally  certain,  Oor  ideas,  as  they  are 
in  the  mind,  are  without  parts;  and  as 
they  make  ns  conseioDS  of  perceiving 
parts,  106  ore  oimscMNct  lAot  on  eastsiideef 
object  exiite  without  the  mind,  where 
the  extended  image  is  exhibited,  vis., 
an  extended  sensory.  Onr  very  sebai^ 
tions,  and  the  iacnlty  of  imaginatioD,  as 
mnch  prove  the  existence  of  the  sensoy, 
as  they  prove  the  existence  of  the  sensi- 
tive being.'*— Jiifittry,  p.  888 ;  Ct  p. 
819,  N.  S.;  and  Hamilton*s  Beid, 
p.  881. 

^  Eteaye,  &&»  part  iL;  especially 
Essays  i,  ii.,  iii.,  iv.,  vi.,  viL  Home  has 
been  jnstly  oensnred  on  the  ground  of 
an  excessive  multiplication  of  fint  prin- 
ciples. 
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perfect  ethical  doctrine^  'will  continue  to  be  read  with  delight 
and  admiration  so  long  as  the  taste  for  liberal  studies  subsists 
in  these  islands. 

But  the  labours  of  all  those  thinkers,  taken  together, 
though  reflecting  in  many  aspects  the  national  character  and 
tendencies,  were  insufficient  to  effect  a  radical  change  in 
the  philosophical  teaching  of  the  Universities,  or  to  confer  a 
distrnddve  character  on  speculatiye  thinking  in  Scotland. 
Hutcheson  and  Smith  were  moralists,  not  metaphysicians ;  and 
in  morals  neither  of  them  left  a  doctrine  fitted  to  conunand 
permanent  assent.  Baxter  and  Home  were  without  academical 
position.  Their  doctrines  were,  in  many  instances,  eccentric ; 
and  their  mode  of  dealmg  with  philosophical  questions  was 
too  narrow  to  enable  either  to  become  a  central  power  in 
speculation.  In  none  of  these  thinkers  do  we  find  any 
general  determination  of  the  object,  method,  and  limits  of 
philosophy,  or  an  adequate  appreciation  of  the  fundamental 
question — ^the  origin,  nature,  and  bounds  of  human  knowledge. 
None  of  them  consequently  had  breadth  or  force  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  school,  or  originate  a  Philosophy,  properly  so 
called. 

That,  since  the  time  of  Descartes,  Modem  Speculative  Philo- 
sophy received  its  greatest  impulse  and  development,  through 
the  labours  of  David  Hume,  is  the  conmionplace  of  history. 
The  Treatise  of  Human  Naturey  (1739-40,)  the  unparalleled 
efifort  of  a  youth  who  had  not  reached  his  twenty-fifth  year, 
excited  earnest  philosophical  activity,  first  in  the  country  of  its 
production,  and  subsequently  in  other  lands.  This  work  had 
the  twofold  effect  of  placing  broadly  before  the  view  of  thinking 
men  in  the  eighteenth  century,  the  true  speculative  problem, 
and  manifestmg  the  inadequacy  of  the  current  theory  of  hu- 
man knowledge  as  a  solution  of  that  problenL  Around  the 
TrecUisey  its  principles  and  results,  the  conflict  of  speculation 
has  been  waging  for  more  than  a  hundred  years ;  nor  has  the 
movement  thus  originated  spent  all  its  force.  Hume,  measured 
not  by  the  narrow,  and  to  him  inapplicable,  standard  of  the 
positive  doctrines  he  has  left,  but  by  the  speculative  efforts  his 
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writings  have  called  forth — ^the  trae  test  of  intellectaal  power, 
— stands  in  the  first  rank  of  thinkers. 

Hume's  speculative  talent  seems  to  have  gained  maturity  at 
a  leap,  long  before  he  reached  manhood.  Nor  did  any  of  his 
subsequent  efforts  in  philosophy  manifest  the  vigour  of  the 
Treatiae  o/Stmum  Nature.  In  his  case,  indeed,  the  ordinary 
course  of  human  experience  was  reversed.  He  appears  to  have 
awoke  to  a  consciousness,  not  of  the  concrete,  but  of  the  abstract 
His  youth  and  early  manhood  passed  away  without  his  showing 
the  slightest  interest  in  the  outward  world  of  mankind  and 
natnra  During  this  early  period,  his  power  rose  in  intensity 
as  it  was  narrowed  in  application.  It  was  not  until  a  compa- 
ratively late  period  of  life  that  the  irksomeness  of  restraint,  and 
the  deep  feeling  of  unrest  which  was  the  issue  of  his  specu- 
lative labours,  burst  the  self-imposed  barriers  of  the  solitary 
thinker,  and  drove  him  outwards  to  the  concrete  sciences  of 
politics  and  history. 

Hume's  character,  as  a  thinker  and  a  man — ^his  far-reaching 
subtleiy,  his  self-reliant  and  unimpassioned  nature,  his  specu- 
lative disregard,  amounting  to  disdain,  of  human  interests  and 
beliefs, — when  these  stood  in  the  way  of  the  deductions  of  a 
vigorous  but  narrow  ratiocination — ^are  manifest  in  his  philo- 
sophical writings.  The  destruction  of  no  interest  of  man,  how- 
ever lofty — ^the  annihilation  of  no  belief,  however  deeply-rooted^ 
or  saored — swayed  this  intrepid  thinker  from  the  onward  march 
of  a  demonstration,  which  issued  in  banishing  fix>m  the  sphere, 
both  of  human  knowledge  and  existence,  all  transcendent  reality, 
be  it  Belf,  Matter,  or  Otod^  as  mere  fictions  of  the  imagination, 
and  yielding,  when  fully  analysed,  the  truly  contradictory.  The 
last  result  of  Hume's  speculation  is^  in  brief,  that  beyond  con- 
soummessea—csil  them  impressions  or  ideas — there  is  abso- 
lutely no  reality.  Existence  is  thus  limited  to  the  subjective  or 
ideal,  and  reduced  to  the  category  of  the  successive ;  for  con- 
sciousnesses are  only  realised  by  us  under  the  condition  of  suc- 
cession, and  consequently  of  variety.  There  is,  therefore,  no  one 
being,  no  abiding  reality,  whether  Self,  or  Not-Self,  be  the  latter 
Matter  or  God.    What  t9,  is  simply  what  appears,  i.e.,  phssno- 
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menal,  many  and  Tarious.  Man  has  thus  no  assurance  either 
of  his  existence,  in  any  proper  sense,  or  of  his  identity.  He 
cannot  vindicate  for  himself  a  reality  as  contradistinguished 
from  the  sum  of  existence  around  him.  With  man's  persona- 
lity, the  foundation  of  morals  and  theology  is,  of  course,  entirely 
removed. 

A  quarter  of  a  century  elapsed  between  the  publication  of 
the  Treatise  of  Human  Nature  and  the  appearance  of  the  In- 
quiry into  the  Human  Mindy  (1764.)  During  that  period  Beid 
meditated,  at  first  in  the  quiet  seclusion  of  New  Machar,  and 
then  as  Professor  of  Philosophy  in  King^s  College,  Aberdeen, 
the  empirical  theoiy  of  human  knowledge  and  its  issues  in  the 
writings  of  the  great  sceptic.  The  publication  of  the  Inquiry ^ 
after  a  long  course  of  patient  and  almost  unaided  reflection, 
was  the  modest  aimouncement  that  he  had  reached  results,  in 
a  vindication  of  the  fundamental  truths  common  to  Metaphysics, 
Morals,  and  Theology,  which  afforded  a  resting-place  for  really 
earnest  and  thoughtfol  minds  in  their  struggle  with  the  doubts 
and  difficulties  of  speculative  inquiry. 

In  1764,  Beid  was  transferred  from  King^s  College,  Aberdeen, 
to  Glasgow.  He  was  now  expounding,  in  the  Chair  of  Hutche- 
son  and  Smith,  those  doctrines  which,  by  exemplifying,  and,  we 
nmy  say,  inaugurating,  a  philosophical  method,  at  once  inde- 
pendent and  restrained,  were  destined  not  only  to  give  a  fresh 
impulse  and  a  distinctive  aspect  to  speculative  science  in  his 
own  country,  but  to  exercise  a  permanent  influence  on  its  future 
course  in  other  land& 

Beid's  teaching  was  well  fitted  to  arrest  and  influence  an  in- 
genuous mind  that  was  awaking  to  a  life  of  reflection,  and  to  a 
sense  of  the  philosophical  need  of  the  times.  Throughout  its  en- 
tire course,  it  was  a  polemic  against  Locke,  Berkeley,  and  Hume 
— ^the  three  philosophers  with  whose  writings  he  was  certainly 
best  acquainted.  His  lectures,  clear  and  simple,  without  tech- 
nicality, nice  refinement,  formal  distinctions,  or  systematic  per- 
fection, inculcated  doctrines  which  were  the  fresh  products  of 
his  own  vigorous  reflection.  Those  doctrines  he  aimed  at  exhi- 
biting merely  as  legitimate  grounds  of  assurance  in  regard  to 
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realities  which  the  philosophy  he  combated  cast  beyond  the 
pale  of  knowledge  and  existence.^  His  teaching  had  all  the 
impiessiyeness  that  attends  the  simple  statement  of  great  prin- 
ciples by  a  thinker  too  thoroughly  in  earnest  to  be  led 
astray  by  the  love  of  paradox,  the  ambition  of  system,  or 
the  vain  desire  of  intellectual  renown.  Meaner  motives  than 
a  love  of  truth  and  virtue  had  no  influence  on  Beid.  At 
first  accepting  the  system  of  philosophy  which  he  afterwards 
so  powerfully  combated,  his  distrust  of  its  truth  was  inspired 
by  the  discovery  that  its  results  were  in  direct  antagonism 
to  the  postulates  of  his  moral  and  religious  life.  It  was  this 
which  roused  the  speculative  genius  of  Beid.  The  qniug  of 
his  reflection  was  the  need  he  felt  of  satisfying  the  demands  of 
a  full  and  healthy  development  of  the  practical  life.  This  was 
at  once  the  source  and  the  limit  of  his  speculative  efforts.  The 
ultimate  point  he  sought  was  a  ground  on  which  to  vindicate 
the  full  and  unrestrained  action  of  man's  moral  and  religious 
instincts.^  This  peculiar  source  of  his  reflection  gave  a  tone 
of  very  marked  elevation  to  his  whole  teaching;  and  at  every 
step  in  its  course  there  was  revealed,  not  only  the  thinker, 
but  the  man — ^grave,  earnest,  and  pure — seeking  to  recall  to 
human  nature  that  harmony,  the  absence  of  which  set  it  at  vari- 
ance with  itsdf  and  with  God. 

The  life,  earnestness,  and  individuality  which  characterised 
the  teaching  of  Beid,  afforded  a  marked  contrast  to  the  dull 
tradition  of  Sensationalism  which  the  Scottish  Universities, 
during  the  first  half  of  the  century,  and  up  to  his  time,  had  in 
general  dispensed  as  Metaphysics.  Sensationalism,  as  a  philo- 
sophical theory,  is  at  no  time  very  vital  In  Scotland,  however, 
it  had  been  long  worse  than  dead,  carefuUy  laid  in  the  swath- 
ing of  oompends  that  preserved  only  the  cold  and  chilling 
lineaments  of  the  original.^     By  a  spirit  of  independence, 

^  See  Stewart*0  Works,  voL  x.    Life  Tictions  as  simply  conditions  demanded 

of  Beid,  pp.  263,  264.  hj  the  latter;  according  to  Beid,  they 

*  In  this  aim  Beid  is  at  one  with  are  given  as  direct  rerelations  of  intel- 

Kant  in  his  analysis  of  tlie  Pnu^al  ligence,  and  thns  of  co-ordinate  antho- 

Beason.    Bnt  Beid  did  not,  like  Kant,  rity  with  the  moral  data  themselTes. 

gromid  specolatiye  truths  on  moralcon-  *  The  reader  may  be  referred  to  the 
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yet  moderation  and  drcumspection,  tempered  confidence  in 
human  Season,  solidity,  and  reverence  for  moral  and  religious 
interests,  the  teachiDg  of  Beid  strongly  reflected  what  is  best, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  most  deeply  rooted,  in  the  national 
character  of  Scotland. 

Such  was  the  master,  and  such  in  general  the  character  of 
philosophical  doctrine  in  Scotland,  when  Dugald  Stewart,  in  his 
nineteenth  year,  with  strong  tendencies  to  reflective  study, 
attended  the  lectures  delivered  in  the  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy 
in  Glasgow.  No  pupil  ever  caught  the  spirit  of  a  master  more 
fully,  or  more  intelligently  appreciated  his  method  of  philo- 
sophical inquiry.  During  a  long  life  consecrated  to  reflection, 
Stewart  nourished  tiiat  spirit  in  Scotland,  and  continued  the 
application  of  the  same  method  to  speculative  science ;  and  won 
by  his  accomplishments  as  a  teacher  and  writer,  a  wider  interest 
and  fuller  acceptance  for  philosophical  doctrines  than  they  had 
before  experienced  in  Britain. 

An  Essay  on  Dreaming,  written  during  his  attendance  on  the 
lectures  of  Beid,  in  Glasgow,  and  afterwards  incorporated  in  the 
Elemental  appears  to  have  been  the  first  fruits  of  Mr.  Stewart's 
philosophical  talent.  The  chief  part  of  this  discussion  di£fers 
little,  as  it  appears  in  the  EUmenJta^  from  the  form  which  it 
originally  possessed,  and  is  a  fine  specimen  of  methodical  in- 
vestigation. It  shows  that  the  writer  was  already  accustomed 
to  careful  and  minute  observation  of  psychological  phsdnomena, 
and  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  and  method  that  cha- 
racterised the  philosophical  investigations  of  Beid.  It  is,  more- 
over, remarkable,  as  containing  in  germ  several  doctrines  which, 
more  fully  developed  afterwards,  occupy  an  important  place  in 
Mr.  Stewart's  system,  and  which,  while  relating  to  the  opinions 


EkmmU  cf  Logic  of  William  Dimcan, 
Mariachal  College,  Aberdeen,  as  a  speci- 
men of  the  philosophical  nomiishment 
afforded  \j  the  UniTersitieB  to  the  youth 
of  Scotland  in  the  first  haU^  and  STen 
beyond  the  middle  of  the  century. 
This  summary  of  Locke,  for  it  is  little 
more,  had  reached  a  sixth  edition  in 


1770.  The  abridgment  of  Locke  by 
Bishop  Wynne,  wfs,  as  is  well  known, 
a  highly  popular  text-book  in  the  Scot- 
tish UniTsrsities  about  the  same  period. 

>  WorkSf  ToL  ii.,  EUmaUi^  vol.  i. 
chaps.  liL  v.  sects.  8,  6. 

*  WotTcSj  vol.  ii.,  JSlementtt  vol.  i. 
chap.  T.  sect  5. 
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of  Bcid^aad  infiict  snggeBfted  lij  Aon,  yet  imnohe  modificft- 
tioos  of  the  TiewB  of  tbflt  thinker. 

Mr  Stewart  has  the  fiAmng  note  in  lefierenoe  to  flie  Ebmj 
now  mentkned.  The  iriioleciicamdanoe  is  of  great  interest^  as 
thewing  at  how  y^j  eazlj  a  period  Mr.  Stewart's  powers  were 
derdoped  in  all  their  distinctive  pecoliariiies : — 

*  The  fisr^going  obserrations  oil  the  stiite  of  the  mind  in  flkepy 
and  the  phenomena  of  dreaming;  were  written  as  long  ago  as 
the  Tear  1772;  and  were  read  (neariy  in  the  tann  in  wfaidi 
th^  are  now  poblished)  in  the  year  1773,  in  a  private  liteniy 
wodetj  in  this  university.^ 

'^  The  phaumiena  of  dresming  may  periiaps  fionn  an  article  not 
altogether  ^#pJ^^  in  the  natond  histoiy  of  man,  inasmndi  as 
ih^  contribute  to  attract  omr  attention  to  those  inteDectnal 
powers  from  which  it  is  so  apt  to  be  withdrawn  by  that  eztemal 
world,  which  afibrds  the  first,  and  (for  the  common  purposes  of 
life)  the  most  interesting  field  for  their  exercise.  In  my  own 
esse,  at  least,  this  supposition  has  been  exactly  verified,  as  Ae 
specidaUafis  eoneeming  ike  human  mind^  which  I  have  vaiiwtd 
to  preeent  to  (he  pubUc,  aU  took  their  rise  Jrom  the  sulffeci  to 
which  (his  note  refers.  The  observations  which  I  have  stated 
with  respect  to  it  in  the  text  (excepting  a  very  few  paragraphs 
since  added)  were  written  at  the  age  of  tighieaiy  and  formed  a 
part  of  ibejirst  philosophical  essay  which  I  recollect  to  have 
attempted.  The  same  essay  contained  the  substance  of  what  I 
haye  introduced  in  chapter  third,  concerning  the  belief  accom- 
panying conception,  and  of  the  remarks  stated  in  the  third 
section  of  diapter  fifth,  on  the  extent  of  the  power  which  the 
mind  has  over  the  brain  by  its  thoughts.  When  I  was  after- 
wards led  profesrionally,  at  the  distance  of  many  years,  to 
resume  the  same  studies,  this  short  manuscript  was  almo&t  the 
only  memorial  I  had  preserved  of  these  favourite  pursuits  of 
my  early  youth ;  and  from  the  views  which  it  recalled  to  me, 
insensibly  arose  the  analysis  I  have  since  undertaken  of  our 
intellectual  faculties  in  general."^ 

'  The  SpecnlatiTB.  nferring  to  p.  906—AMoeiaiian  (put  i 

*  Elementt,  toI.  i.  Note  0,  pp.  490494,      ^«  *o  the  Mental  IMn,  aect  5.)    The 
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While  pursoiog  his  studies  in  Olasgow,  Stewart  belonged  to  a 
literary  sodely  connected  with  the  University,  before  which  he 
read  the  paper  on  Dreaming,  now  referred  to.^  He  was  also  for 
several  years  (1772-1775)  an  active  member  of  the  Speculative 
Society  of  EdinburgL  Besides  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the 
weekly  debates,  he  read  before  the  Society  essays  on  the  follow- 
ing subjects,  all  highly  indicative  of  the  early  bent  of  his  mind 
to  philosophical  studies,  viz. : — Dreaming  (the  paper  aheady 
mentioned) ;  the  Causes  and  Effects  of  Scepticism ;  Taste ;  the 
Conduct  of  Literary  Institutions,  with  a  view  to  Philosophical 
Improvement^  Stewart  thus,  like  most  men  who  have  risen 
to  eminence  in  Scotland  during  the  last  hundred  years,  under- 
went in  his  youth  the  discipline  of  a  college  society.  Such  in- 
stitutions have,  firom  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
formed  an  important  educational  element  in  several  of  the 
Scottish  Universities,  more  particularly  in  Edinburgh.  They 
are  the  modem  substitute  for  the  ancient  and  valuable  practice 
of  public  academical  disputation,  and  are,  at  the  same  time, 
free  from  several  of  its  defects.  It  is  in  them,  moreover,  that  a 
general  college  life  is  chiefly  nourished,  for  which  there  is  no 


latter  part  of  thia  note  waa  written  in 
1802.  Compare  JSZamaite,  Tol.  L  chap.  L 
p.  91,  where  Mr.  Stewart  mentiona  that 
hia  apecnlatiye  corioaity  was  awakened 
at  a  Teiy  earlj  age,  in  reference  to  the 
connexion  of  mind  and  body. 

In  the  IHtaertatum  (Part  L  p.  133) 
ia  given  what  aeema  the  scroll  of  a  letter 
to  Beid,  with  re&rence  to  the  snlgect  of 
vMieJiffwre — ^the  nature  of  oar  per- 
ception of  which  is  diaonssed  in  Beid's 
Inquiry,  Thia  letter  was  probably 
written  about  the  time  Mr.  Stewart 
first  read  the  Inquinff  and  consequently 
at  an  early  period  of  hia  studies. 

^  Among  the  contemporaiy  members 
of  this  Society  were  two  of  Stewart's 
fellow-Btudenta,  both  of  whom  rose  to 
distmction  in  after  years,  yiz.,  Sir  John 
Sindair  of  Ulbster,  die  well-known  editor 
of  the  Statiitieal  Aoetmnt  of  SeoUand^ 
and  William  Adam,  afterwards  Lord 


Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Jury  Court 
in  Scotland.  Mr.  Dngald  Baonatyne,  in 
the  MS.  notice  of  Mr.  Stewart  afaready 
referred  to,  mentions,  that  being  present, 
when  a  mere  boy,  in  company  with  hia 
friend,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  he 
was  greatly  struck  with  the  manner  and 
bearing  of  Adam,  who  occupied  the 
chair. 

At  the  meeting  of  Mr.  Stewart's 
friends,  held  in  Edinburgh  (July  12th, 
1829),  preparatory  to  the  erection  of  a 
monument  to  hia  memory,  the  Lord 
Chief  Conmiissioner  referred  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  his  liaTing  been  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Literary  Society 
when  the  juvenile  essay  was  read,  and 
to  the  powerful  impression  it  made  on 
the  members. 

'  Eittory  oflhe  Specmlaltive  Bodety 
of  Edinburgh,  pp.  115, 116. 
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provisioii  in  the  constitation  of  Universities  in  Scotland ;  while 
the  variety  and  general  character  of  the  topics  of  discnssion  and 
essay  keep  the  minds  of  young  men  in  freer  and  broader  action 
than  is  possible  in  the  pursuit  of  purely  academical  studies. 

In  Glasgow,  Stewart  and  Archibald  AUson,  afterwards  known 
to  the  world  as  the  accomplished  author  of  the  Essays  on  TasU^ 


^  Ei9ay$  on  the  Nahtre  and  Princi' 
ple$  of  I\ute,  1790,  The  edition  of  1810 
wasdedicated  to  Mr.  Stewart  This  work 
has  exercised  ywj  considerable  inflaenoe 
on  the  coniBe  of  speeolations  on  the 
Beantifal  in  Scotland.  The  E§$ay9 
were,  moreoTer,  translated  into  Ger- 
man (so  early  as  1792),  with  critical 
remarks,  by  Heydenreidb,  Professor  of 
Philosophy  at  Leipsic,  and  author  of 
a  system  of  jEdhetik,  Alison's  work, 
in  more  recent  times,  fnmished  the 
SBSthetical  principle  of  Jeffiney  and 
Brown.  Though  published  after  Beid*s 
speculations  on  the  subject  had  been 
given  to  the  world,  his  estimate  of 
the  work  has  been  preserved.  Beid 
thus  refers  to  it  in  a  letter  to  the 
author :— "  I  have  read  it  with  much 
pleasure  ...  I  think  your  principles 
are  just,  and  that  you  have  sufficiently 
justified  them  by  a  great  variety  of 
illustrations,  of  which  many  appear 
new  to  me,  and  important  in  them* 
selves,  as  well  as  pertinent  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  are  adduced." 

Mr.  Stewart  makes  constant  reference 
to  the  Euay$  throughout  his  Specula- 
HomonihABeaiuiifvL  In  the  following 
passage,  he  properly  discriminates  the 
limits  of  association  as  a  theoiy  of  the 
Beautiful,  and,  at  the  same  time,  states 
the  fundamental  principle  of  Alison's 
doctrine : — "  The  tiieory  which  resolves 
the  whoU  effect  of  beautiful  objects  into 
association,  must  necessarily  involve 
that  species  of  paralogism,  to  which  lo- 
gicians give  the  name  of  namming  tn  a 
drde.  It  is  the  province  of  association 
to  impart  to  one  thing  the  agreeable 
and  the  disagreeable  efiect  of  another; 


but  association  can  never  account  for 
the  origin  of  a  class  of  pleasures  dififor- 
ent  in  kind  from  all  the  others  we  know. 
If  there  toos  noiking  originaOg  and 
tRtrmnooOy  pUaeing  or  heauitifult  ike 
aaodaHng  pHndpile  woM  have  no 
maieridU  on  whieh  it  eoM  operate, 

"  Among  the  writers  who  have  at- 
tempted to  iUustrate  the  influence  of 
association  on  our  judgments  concern- 
ing the  Beautiful,  I  do  not  know  of  any 
who  seem  to  have  been  completely 
aware  of  the  force  of  this  objection  but 
Mr.  Alison ;  and,  accordingly,  the  fun- 
damental idea  which  runs  through  his 
book,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
equally  refined  and  just,  is  entirely  his 
own.  He  does  not  deny  that,  indepen- 
dentiy  of  custom  and  habit,  there  are 
numberless  sources  of  eiyoT™^^  ui  the 
human  frame,  arising  fit>m  its  adapta- 
tion to  the  various  objects  around  it 
He  only  asserts,  that  a  laige  proportion 
of  the  qualities  which  produce  these 
pleasures,  although  they  cannot  be 
called  beautiful,  while  they  afieot  the 
bodily  organs  immediately,  may  yet 
enter  largely,  by  means  of  the  associa- 
tion of  ideas,  into  the  beauty  of  the 
visible  creation.**— PiUZ.  Euaye^  voL  v. 
p.  243. 

Sir  W.  Hamilton  speaks  of  Alison's 
Eeeaige  as  "  a  work  of  great  ingenuity 
and  elegance,  and  the  first  systematic 
attempt  to  explain  the  emotions  of  sub- 
limity and  beauty  on  the  principles  of 
association.** — Reid's  Worki,  p.  S9. 

In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Alison,  the  son  of 
the  author.  Sir  William  says,  "His 
(Mr.  Alison's)  work  on  Teute  appears 
to  me  one  of  tiie  most  acute  and  el^;ant 
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boarded  in  the  same  house.  Stewart  was  Alison's  senior  by 
some  yean.  Between  these  yonths,  with  many  tastes  and  eym- 
pathies  in  common,  there  sprang  np  an  attachment  of  the  most 
ardent  natnra  This  intimacy,  as  befits  friendship  that  dates 
from  early  college  days,  and  draws  nourishment  from  the  asso- 
ciations of  that  period  of  life,  retained  throughout  its  entire 
course  its  first  freshness  and  fervour.  It  continued  unbroken 
imtil  the  death  of  Mr.  Stewart 

Stewart  does  not  appear  to  have  studied  during  more  than 
one  session  at  Glasgow.  In  the  autumn  of  1772,  he  was  called 
upon  by  his  fiither,  whose  health  was  beginning  to  decline,  to 
undertake  the  sole  charge  of  the  Mathematical  Classes  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.  Though  Stewart  entered  on  the 
work  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen,  he  conducted  the  classes  with 
marked  ability  and  success,  inspiring  in  his  pupils,  according 
to  competent  testimony,  the  spirit  and  the  love  of  study ;  thus 
manifesting,  even  at  this  early  age,  a  singular  power  of  in- 
fluencing and  moulding  the  minds  of  others,  which  seems  to  have 
been  natural  to  him.  His  father  never  resumed  the  duties  of 
the  chair.  Afber  acting  for  three  years  as  his  father's  substitute, 
Mr.  Stewart  was  formally  elected  Professor  of  Mathematics,  in 
conjunction  with  him,  (June  14th,  1775,)  before  he  had  com- 
pleted his  twenty-second  year. 


we  potsess ;  thongli  I  can  hardljgo  tbe 
length  of  analjiing  all  the  emotions  of 
beenty  and  ■nUimity  into  phenomena 
of  assoeiation.  There  can,  hcwever,  be 
no  donbt  that  joor  father  was  an  iUus- 
trions  coacyotor  of  Beid  and  Stewart, 
and  has  done  much  honoor  to  the  Scot- 
tish School  of  Metaphysics.'* 

The  subject  of  the  beautiiul  it  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  difficult  and  re- 
fined in  the  whole  compass  of  Psycho- 
logy. The  speculations  of  Beid,  Ahson, 
Stewart,  and  Brown,  on  this  point,  re- 
qmre  to  be  supplemented,  or  rather  to 
accept  the  groundwork  afforded  by  those 
of  Kant  and  his  successors  in  Germany, 
in  order  to  yield  CTen  an  approximation 
to  an  adequate  theory.    The  tendency 


of  speculation  in  this  country  on  the 
subject  has  been  to  supersede  the  special 
charter  of  the  feeling  of  the  beautiful, 
and,  indeed,  of  all  the  nsthetical  feel- 
ings, by  virtually  identifying  them  with 
the  pleasurable  feelings  in  genera],  espe- 
eially  with  certain  moral  feelings.  Little 
progress  will  be  made  towards  a  correct 
analysis  either  of  the  nsthetical  feelings, 
or,  indeed,  of  the  feelings  in  general, 
until  the  Aristotelio  doctrine  of  the 
pleasurable  is  fairly  appreciated  by 
psychologists.  Association  will  then, 
and  then  only,  assome  its  rightful  place 
in  nsthetics,  as  simply  a  plastic  and 
enhancing  principle. 

For  brief  notice  of  Mr.  Alison,  see 
Appendix  A.    Note  to  Letter  L 


ZXZ  MEMOIB  OF 

In  the  year  1778,  Professor  Adam  Fergnson  was  appointed 
secretary  to  the  Commissioners  who  were  sent-  to  America  to 
negotiate  in  regard  to  the  points  of  dispute  that  had  abeady 
led  to  a  war  between  that  country  and  Britain.  Mr.  Stewart 
consented,  at  Ferguson's  request,  to  conduct  the  Class  of  Moral 
Philosophy  in  his  absence.  Stewart  gave  an  original  course  of 
Lectures  on  Morals,  (1778-9,)  and  after  only  a  week's  notice.  He 
was,  at  the  same  time,  engaged  for  three  hours  daily  as  Pro- 
fessor of  Mathematics,  giving,  during  the  same  session,  a  course 
of  Lectures  on  Astronomy  for  the  first  time.  His  labours  at 
this  period  were  very  great;  and  the  success  with  which  so 
young  a  man  discharged  duties  so  varied  and  arduous,  is  a  high 
tribute  to  his  natural  powers  and  the  extent  of  his  acquire- 
ments. ''To  this  season,"  says  his  son,  ''he  always  referred  as 
the  most  laborious  of  his  life;  and  such  was  the  exhaustion  of 
the  body,  firom  the  intense  and  continued  stretch  of  the  mind, 
that  on  his  departure  for  London,  at  the  close  of  the  acade- 
mical session,  it  was  necessary  to  lift  him  into  the  carriage."^ 
Professor  Ferguson  resumed  the  duties  of  the  chair  in  the  foU 
lowing  session. 

In  conducting  the  Class  of  Moral  Philosophy,  he  followed 
the  method  which  appears  generally  to  have  prevailed  in  that 
chair,  of  teaching  exclusively  by  means  of  a  series  of  lec- 
tures. Ferguson  was  in  the  habit  of  speaking  from  notes, 
without  fully  writing  out  his  prelections.^  Stewart  adopted 
the  same  course^  both  when  acting  as  substitute  for  Ferguson, 
and  in  after  years  when  he  himself  occupied  the  chair.  He 
thought  out  and  arranged  in  his  mind  in  the  morning^  (while 
walking  backwards  and  forwards  in  a  small  garden  attached  to 
his  fetther^s  house  in  the  College)  the  matter  of  the  lecture  of 
the  day.* 

^  Memcir,  p.  6*  Mr.  Stewart  oontmued  dnriDg  life  the 

*  Preface  to  the  Pn$ieiple»  of  Moral     practice  of  thinking  oat  what  he  was 
and  J^jlUHoai  JPkUoiophiy.  about  to  write  on  any  inlject,  while 

'  He  was  called,  daring  this  winter,  walking.    When  preparing  his  works 

at  three  o'clock  each  morning,  on  five  for  the  press,  daring  his  rendence  at 

days  of  the  week.  Einneil,  he  osoally  walked  backwards 

*  Colonel  Stewart's  Memoir ^  p.  5.  and  forwards  in  the  laige  dining-room 
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This  method  of  address,  and  the  whole  circamstances  of  his 
position,  were  fovonrable  to  the  display  of  Stewart's  peculiar 
powers  of  developing^  speculative  doctrines  with  those  accessories 
of  appropriate  illustration  and  analogy,  and  the  resources  of  a 
graceful,  copious,  and  flexible  diction,  of  which  he  was  so  great 
a  master.  His  powers  were  now  beginning  to  expand  in  their 
first  freshness  and  ardour,  and  were  submitted  to  less  restraint 
than  was  imposed  by  an  increasingly  fiEustidious  taste  on  their 
later  exercisa  It  is  not,  therefore,  matter  of  surprise  i^  even 
in  his  later  days  of  more  matured  thinking,  and  amid  the  splen- 
did triumphs  of  a  more  chastened  oratory,  some  who  were  pri- 
vileged to  listen  to  him  at  both  periods,  were  disposed  to  accord 
to  the  earlier  effort  the  palm  of  greater  vivacity,  force,  and  im- 
pressiveness. 

The  theory  of  Stewart's  success  as  a  lecturer  in  morals,  as 
well  in  this  his  first  and  almost  extemporaneous  effort,  as  at  a 
later  period  of  his  career,  is  given,  even  to  the  minutest  details, 
by  Cicero,  when  he  says : — ^^  Berum  copia  verborum  copiam 
gignit;  et,  si  est  honestas  in  rebus  ipsis  de  quibus  didtur, 
existit  ex  rei  natura  quidam  splendor  in  verbis.  Sit  modo  is, 
qui  dicet  aut  scribet,  institutus  liberaliter  educatione  doctrina- 
que  puerili,  et  fia^t  studio,  et  a  natura  adjuvetur,  et  in 
universorum  generum  infinitis  disceptationibus  exercitatus,  or- 
natissimos  scriptores  oratoresque  ad  cognoscendum  imitandum- 
que  delegerit ;  nae  ille  baud  sane,  quemadmodum  verba  struat 
et  illuminet,  a  magistris  istis  requiret:  ita  fieunle  in  rerum 
abundantia  ad  orationis  omamenta  sine  duce,  natura  ipsa, 
si  modo  est  exerdtata,  labetur."^ 

In  1783,  Mr.  Stewart  visited  Paris  for  the  first  time,  in  com- 


of  the  mansion,  or  in  the  ETonne,  under 
the  shade  of  its  atately  trees,  medi- 
tating what  he  was  aboat  to  write.  He 
then  retired  to  his  stndy,  and  committed 
to  writing,  without  break,  what  he  had 
thus  preTionslj  arranged  in  his  mind. 
He  spoke  as  well  as  oomposed  with 
great  ease,  aooaracy,  and  finish. 

From  the   following  passage  in  a 
letter  to  his  friend,  M.  Prerost,  (1798,) 


it  would,  however,  appear,  that  he  was 
an  assidnoas  corrector  of  the  press : — 
"  The  very  great  alterations  and  oorrec- 
tioDS  which  I  have  always  been  in  the 
hibit  of  making  during  the  time  that 
the  printing  of  my  books  was  going  on, 
put  it  out  of  my  power  to  let  anything 
I  write  out  of  my  hands  till  it  has 
undergone  the  very  last  revisal.*' 
>  Dt  Oratore,  L  iii.  c.  SI. 
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pany  with  his  friend  Lord  Ancram,  afterwards  sixth  Marquis 
of  Lothian.  Of  the  particulars  of  this  visit  no  record  has  been 
preserved. 

On  his  return  to  Scotland,  in  the  autunm  of  the  same  year, 
he  married  Helen,  daughter  of  Neil  Bannatyne,  Esq.,  Glasgow, 
the  object  of  an  early  and  prolonged  attachment  Mrs.  Stewart 
died  in  1787,  leaving  an  only  child,  afterwards  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Matthew  Stewart,^  on  whom  his  fitther's  affection  centred 
with  a  peculiar  intensity.  The  Memoir  which  Colonel  Stewart 
has  left  is  a  discriminative  and  affectionate  tribute  to  a  &ther 
whom  he  revered,  and  whose  memory,  even  during  the  clouded 
years  of  the  latter  portion  of  his  life,  he  cherished  with  a  feel« 
ing  akin  to  idolatry. 


^  Matthew  Stewart  entered  the  army 
in  1804,  as  Heatenant  in  ihe  Bojal 
Engineers.  He  went  to  India  as  aide- 
de-camp  to  the  Earl  of  Minto,  where  he 
was  allowed  to  exchange  from  the  En- 
gineers into  the  Line.  He  obtained  a 
company  in  the  22d  Foot.  He  was  sab- 
seqnentiy  aide-de-camp  to  Lord  Moira, 
who  became  Goremor-G^eral  of  Lidia 
in  1812.  He  receiyed  his  Lieatenant- 
Colonelcy  in  1816)  and  serTed  for  some 
time  with  his  regiment,  the  York 
Bangers,  in  the  West  Indies.  In  1819  he 
became  lieutenent-Colonel  of  the  10th 
Foot;  and  after  oontmning  with  his 
regiment  for  a  few  years,  retired  on  half- 
pay.    He  obtained  the  rank  of  Colonel 


in  1837 ;  and  was  a  FeUow  of  the  Boyal 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  member  of 
the  Asiatic  Society  of  Calcatta.  Gdonel 
Stewart  died  in  1851.  He  was  ihe  author 
of  seTcral  able  pamphlets.  Among  these 
are  the  following : — 

1.  ClontideraiionacniheBoiieyrfthe 
Chnenment  of  India,    1826. 

2.  On  the  BaU  and  JMiey  of  the 
Nation.   1828. 

8.  A  Letter  to  the  Earl  ofLauder' 
dale  on  the  eubjeet  of  hie  Three  LeUere 
to  the  Duke  of  WeOinffton.   1829. 

4.  Bemarhs  on  the  Fretent  State  of 
Affaire.   1880. 

5.  Examination  of  the  Mvniiterial 
Plan  qfSeform.    1881. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

Mr.  Stewart  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  Edinhnigh— The  com- 
prehennon  of  his  coarse  of  teaohingp— Its  grounds—  Stewart  as  a  lectorer— His 
personal  appearance  and  manner  in  the  Chair— His  general  aim  as  a  philosophi- 
cal thinker  and  teacher— His  Tiew  of  the  nature  and  conditions  of  human  perfec- 
tion—Its importance — His  charscteristios  as  a  thinker,  and  special  qualifications 
as  a  teacher  of  philosophy— The  nature  and  extent  of  his  influence — ^His  Lec- 
tures on  Politics  proper  and  Political  Economy— Comprehension  of  Political 
Economy— His  aim  and  influence  as  a  political  speculator — Students  of  Political 
Economy. 

Mr.  Stbwart  continued  in  the  Chair  of  Mathematics  for 
some  years  longer.^  On  the  resignation  of  Adam  Ferguson  in 
1785^  he  was  transferred  to  the  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy. 
This  was  his  appropriate  sphere,  and  the  scene  of  a  most  bril- 
liant and  successful  course  of  academical  teaching — an  art  of 
which  there  have  been  but  few  masters. 

From  his  appointment  to  the  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  in 
1785,  until  his  retirement  from  active  academical  duty  in  1810 
— ^that  is,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century — ^Mr.  Stewart  exercised, 
by  his  teaching  alone,  without  taldng  into  account  the  concur- 
rent and  more  general  impression  made  by  his  published  writ- 
ingSy  a  wide,  powerful,  and  peculiarly  elevating  and  refining 
influence.  His  popularity  as  a  lecturer  increased  to  the  last. 
Among  his  students  were  to  be  found,  not  only  the  youth  of 
Scotland,  but  many,  and  these  of  the  highest  rank,  from 

^  He  appears  to  have  found  the  rou-  what  in  low  spirits  at  the  prospect  of 

tine  of  mathematical  teaching  but  littie  winter,  particularly  at  the  thought  of 

oongeniaL    In  a  letter  to  his  friend  Mr.  teaching    Euclid   for    the    tkUiemth 

Alison,    without   date,    but   probably  time.'* 
written  in  1782,  he  says,  "I  am  some- 
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EDgland.    The  continent  of  Europe,  and  America,  likewise 
furnished  a  large  proportion  of  pupils.^ 

The  sphere  of  investigation  which  Mr.  Stewart  proposed  to 
himself  in  the  Chair  of  Morals,  was  far  from  being  limited  by 
the  science  of  Ethics  proper.  His  fundamental  principle  of  the 
organic  unity  of  the  sciences  he  designated  philosophical^  as 
opposed  to  physical^  precluded  the  isolated  prosecution  of  any 
individual  science,  or  part  of  the  whola  In  his  view  those 
sciences  are  branches  whose  life  and  nourishment  spring  from 
a  single  root ;  and,  like  the  tree  of  the  forest,  or  the  flower  of 
the  field,  only  attain  the  fulness  of  healthy  development,  and 
perfect  synmietry,  by  growth  that  is  simultaneous  and  har- 
monious. In  speculation,  as  in  true  practical  development,  we 
must,  according  to  Stewart,  seek  simultaneously  to  evolve  a 
totality,  just  as  nature  in  her  perfect  works,  ^^  rudimenta  par- 
tium  omnium  simul  parit  et  producit."  While  scrupulously 
faithfiil  to  the  observational  and  inductive  method  of  Beid,  and 
agreeing  with  that  thinker  in  regarding  the  £EU)ts  or  phaano- 
mena  of  mind  as  the  object  of  a  real  and  independent  science, 
Stewart  marks  with  even  greater  emphasis  than  his  master, 
the  need  of  the  application  of  that  method  to  the  phssno- 
mena  in  their  totality.  The  first,  proper,  and  adequate  object 
of  philosophical  inquiry  is,  as  he  repeatedly  tells  us,  ^^  human 
nature  considered  as  one  great  whole,**  tie.,  in  the  sum  of  its 
phaanomena.  This  is  the  foundation  of  what^  according  to 
Stewart,  is  the  ultimate  aim  of  speculation,  viz.,  the  deter- 
mination of  the  various  special  ends  and  methods  of  the 
sciences,  phUoaophicdl  ajid  physicaly  and  the  analysis,  as  fieur  as 
is  Intimate,  of  the  ground  of  our  certainty  regarding  real 
existence  as  well  as  purely  formal  truth ;  or,  to  use  his  own 
language,  the  constitution  of  a  Bational  Logic.    The  conjoint 

^  Mr.  Stewart  gave  his  first  course  of  alone,  was  188;  the  lowestnnmber  bemg 

lectures  as  Professor  of  Moral  Fhiloeo-  87,  and  tlie  highest  196,  (1807-8.)    Mr. 

phy,  in  1786-86 — number  of  students,  Stewart  gave  Summer  Courses  of  Leo- 

102 ;  his  last  session  was  1808-9— nmn-  tnres  on  Moral  Philosophy,  beginning 

bor    of  students,    150.     Dnxing  the  in  the  yesr  1791,  and  terminating  in 

twenty-fonr  years  he  occupied  the  Chair,  1796 ;  the  average  attendance  on  the 

the  average  attendance  of  students  on  Summer  Coune  was  26. 
the  Winter  Course  of  Moral  Philosophy 
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development  of  the  philosophical  sciences,  besides  being  neces- 
sitated by  the  £act  that  certain  of  those  sciences  stand  to  others 
in  a  relation  of  sabordination,  and  that  all  spring  from  Psycho- 
logy as  the  root,  affords  one  principal  safeguard  against  error 
in  the  individual  sciences  themselves — ^for  an  erroneous  or  im- 
perfect solution  of  a  question  in  one  department  is  made 
manifest,  and  a  ground  of  correction  afforded,  by  the  result 
being  found  to  run  counter  to  what  is  independently  ascertained 
in  another.  Moral  data,  for  example,  often  reveal  the  erroneous 
character  of  conclusions  in  regard  to  Being,  and,  it  may  be, 
prevent  us  from  overstepping  in  our  Metaphysics  the  bounds 
of  legitimate  speculation.  This  general  study  of  human  nature 
affords,  besides,  the  exclusive  condition  and  the  means  of  true 
liberal  culture. 

Gteneral  Psychology  is  thus  the  centre  whence  the  thinker 
goes  outward  to  the  circumference  of  human  knowledge. 
Stewart  did  not,  however,  cherish  the  vain  dream  of  attain- 
ing the  principles  of  universal  science,  as  thus  defined,  by  indi- 
vidual effort,  far  less  of  reaching  more  than  a  relative  and 
partial  knowledge  of  existence.  To  contribute,  as  for  as  is 
possible  by  the  labours  of  a  single  life,  to  the  constitution  of 
this  general  science,  at  the  same  time  to  cherish  by  reflective 
studies,  a  noble  life  in  man,  humble,  reverent,  and  hopeful, 
and  raise  liberal  self-culture  on  the  basis  of  true  self-knowledge 
— such  is  in  sum  Stewart's  philosophical  aim ;  an  ideal  first 
conceived  in  the  ardour  of  early  youth,  and  worthy  of  the  fine 
powers  which,  during  a  long  Hfe,  he  religiously  consecrated  to 
its  realisation.^ 


^  Bfr.  Stewart  has  nowhere  ^Bvebped 
his  Tiew  of  ihe  preciBe  relation  of 
Fajchology  to  the  BcienceB  he  denomi- 
nates pkUotopkiadf  nor  has  he  folly 
specified  the  modes  and  degrees  of 
dependence  snhsisting  among  those 
sciences.  He  expressly  refrains,  in- 
deed, from  attempting  iheir  sdentifio 
orgamaation.  He  has,  howeyer,  ex- 
plicitly rsoognised  the  contrast  cf  the 
phenomena  of  mind  and  matter,  and 


the  diverse  &cnlties  called  into  exer- 
cise in  the  study  of  them,  as  well  as 
the  kinds  of  science  to  which  the  in- 
yestigation  of  the  opposed  phenomena 
gi?es  rise.  M.  Jooffipoy  has  criticised 
the  views  of  Beid  and  Stewart  on  this 
p<nnt,  and  essayed  to  supplement  them, 
without,  however,  really  adding  any- 
thing to  what  they  have  expressly  re- 
cognised in  theory,  as  well  as  proceeded 
on  in  practice.    See  (Euvrei  de  Beid, 
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Besides  these  general  and  speculative  groands,  there  were 
special  reasons,  in  the  drcumstances  of  the  times,  which  led  Mr. 
Stewart  to  give  to  his  prelections  so  comprehensive  a  character, 
in  particolar  to  bestow  so  much  space  on  Natural  Theology, 
the  highest  branch  of  Metaphysics  Proper.  These  are  presented 
in  his  Preface  to  The  Philosophy  of  the  Active  and  Moral 
PotoerSy  published  in  1828,  the  year  of  his  death,  where  he 
says  : — ^  Before  proceeding  to  my  proper  subject,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  something  in  explanation  of  the  large,  and 
perhaps  disproportionate  space  which  I  have  allotted  in  these 
volumes  to  the  Doctrines  of  Natural  Beligion.  To  account  for 
this  I  have  to  observe,  that  this  part  of  my  Work  contains  the 
substance  of  Lectures  given  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
in  the  year  1792-93,  and  for  almost  twenty  years  afterwards, 
and  that  my  hearers  comprised  many  individuab,  not  only  firom 
England  and  the  United  States  of  America^  but  not  a  few  fix)m 
France,  Switzerland,  the  north  of  Germany,  and  other  parts  of 
Europe.  To  those  who  reflect  on  the  state  of  the  world  at  that 
period,  and  who  consider  the  miscellaneous  circumstances  and 
characters  of  my  audience,  any  farther  explanation  on  this  head 
is,  I  trust,  unnecessary. 

^The  danger  with  which  I  conceived  the  youth  of  this 
country  to  be  threatened,  by  that  inundation  of  sceptical  or 
rather  atheistical  publications  which  were  then  imported  from 
the  Continent,  was  immensely  increased  by  the  enthusiasm 
which,  at  the  dawn  of  the  French  Bevolution,  was  naturally 
excited  in  young  and  generous  minds.  A  supposed  connexion 
between  an  enlightened  zeal  for  Political  Liberty  and  the 
reckless  boldness  of  the  uncompromising  free-thinker,  operated 
powerfully  with  the  vain  and  the  ignorant  in  fetvour  of  the 
publications  alluded  to. 

^<  Another  circumstance  concurred  with  those  which  have 
been  mentioned  in  prompting  me  to  a  more  full  and  systema- 
tical illustration  of  these  doctrines  than  had  been  attempted  by 

Vniaoef  S.  ii.  Compare  Stewart's  IntrodnctioD ;  PAtZ.  £$$ay9t  Worlu^  toI. 
WotIu,  toL  X.  Life  of  Beid,  pp.  278-  t.  p.  49  ;  DiiBertatUm,  Worlu,  toI.  L 
280 ;    Worit,  voL  ii.,  £lemmU9,  toL  i.,      p.  1 9 ;  Hamiltaa's  BM^  pp.  216-2ia 
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any  of  my  predecessors.  Certain  divines  in  Scotland  were 
pleased,  soon  after  this  critical  era^  to  discover  a  disposition  to 
set  at  nought  the  evidences  of  Natural  Beligion,  with  a  pro- 
fessed, and,  I  doubt  not,  in  many  cases,  with  a  sincere  view  to 
strengthen  the  cause  of  Christianity.  Some  of  these  writers 
were  probably  not  aware  that  they  were  only  repeating  the 
language  of  Bayle,  Hume,  Helvetius,  and  many  other  modem 
authors  of  the  same  description,  who  have  endeavoured  to 
cover  their  attacks  upon  those  essential  principles  on  which  all 
religion  is  founded,  under  a  pretended  zeal  for  the  interests  of 
Revelation.  It  was  not  thus,  I  recollected,  that  Cudworth, 
and  Barrow,  and  Locke,  and  Clarke,  and  Butler  reasoned  on 
the  subject ;  nor  those  enlightened  writers  of  a  later  date,  who 
have  consecrated  their  learning  and  talents  to  the  fieurther  illus- 
tration of  the  same  argument  ^He,'  says  Locke,  who  has 
forcibly  and  concisely  expressed  their  common  sentiments,  ^  He 
that  takes  away  Season  to  make  way  for  Bevelation  puts  out 
the  light  of  both,  and  does  much  the  same  as  if  we  would  per- 
suade a  man  to  put  out  his  eyes,  the  better  to  receive  the  light 
of  an  invisible  star  by  a  telescope/^ 

^'  This  passage  from  Locke  brought  to  my  recollection  the 
memorable  words  of  Melanchthon,  so  remarkably  distinguished 
from  most  of  our  other  Beformers  by  the  mildness  of  his 
temper  and  the  liberality  of  his  opinions:  ^Wherefore  our 
decision  is  this ;  that  those  precepts  which  learned  men  have 
committed  to  writing,  transcribing  them  from  the  common 
reason  and  common  feelings  of  human  nature,  are  to  be 
accounted  as  not  less  divine  than  those  contained  in  the 
tables  given  to  Moses;  and  that  it  could  not  be  the  inten- 
tion of  our  Maker  to  supersede,  by  a  law  graven  upon  stone, 
that  which  is  written  with  his  own  finger  on  the  table  of 
the  heart.""* 

On  the  grounds  now  mentioned,  Mr.  Stewart's  lectures  assumed 
a  very  wide  compass.  From  Psychology  as  its  centre,  and  with 
the  Psychological  method  as  its  guiding  principle,  his  course 
embraced  Metaphysics,  or  the  philosophy  of  First  Principles, 

^  JSkiOjf  <m  the  Suman  Underttandmg,  book  iv.  chup.  six.  aeot.  4 
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and  the  application  of  those  principles  in  Nataral  Theology ; 
Ethics  proper;  the  theory  of  Taste;  Politics,  including  ^e 
theory  of  Gk>vemment,  and  the  science  of  Political  Economy, 
which  latterly  constituted  a  distinct  course  of  lectures  at  a  sepa- 
rate hour.  Space  was  also  allotted  to  the  theory  of  Induction 
and  Syllogism.^ 

Mr.  Stewart  conducted  the  Class  of  Moral  Philosophy  exclu- 
sively by  means  of  lectures^ — ^the  OutUnea  serving  to  keep  in 
view  the  order  and  connexion  of  the  varied  and  comprehensive 
discussions  embraced  in  the  course.'  Tradition  is  unanimous 
in  ascribing  to  Stewart  the  first  place  as  a  powerful  and  im- 
pressive lecturer.^  Like  his  predecessor  in  the  Chair,  whom 
Mr.  Stewart  resembled  in  many  features  of  character,  intellectual 
and  moral,  and  whose  mode  of  teaching  he  appears  in  great 
measure  to  have  followed,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  speaking  from 
notes,  not  reading  lectures  formally  prepared  and  fully  com- 
mitted to  writing.    This  practice,  had  his  manner  of  dealing 


^  See  the  OutUnes  of  Moral  FkOo- 
BCphtft  first  pablifihed  in  1793.  The 
attention  bestowed  bj  Mr.  Stewart  on 
special  topics  of  lectare,  was  regulated 
by  the  space  appropriated  to  their  dis- 
cussion in  his  published  works. 

'  Besides  giving  a  lecture,  or  a  spoken 
disconrse  of  sn  hour*s  dnration  daily, 
doring  the  sessioo,  so  as  to  form  a  sys- 
tematical discussion  of  the  subjects 
proper  to  the  Chair,  Mr.  Stewart  was 
in  tiie  habit  of  prescribing,  at  least  dur- 
ing the  earlier  part  of  his  professorial 
teaching,  subjects  of  essay  in  connec- 
tion with  the  class.  Walter  Scott,  while 
a  student  of  Moral  Philosophy,  reoom- 
mended  himself  to  the  notice  of  the 
Professor  by  an  Essay  on  "  The  Man- 
ners and  Customs  of  the  Northern 
Nations.*' 

*  The  OulUnet  have  been  happily  cha- 
racterised by  Joufiroy  as  "  a  text-book 
of  meditations  on  the  most  important 
points  of  the  science  of  man." — JSs- 
gtdtieidePhiiotophieMoraU.  Traduit 
de  TAnglais,  par  Th.  JoufBroy.    Paris, 


1826.  Pr^feoe  du  Traducteur,  p.  151. 
This  translation  of  the  OuUine$t  with 
the  Prefece  by  the  translator,  was  at 
once  a  cause  and  the  sign  of  the  pro- 
gress of  a  more  elevated  philosophy 
than  had  before  prevailed  in  Fhmoe. 
Cf.  Cousin,  FragmenM  Philo§ophique$, 
which  contain  a  detafled  analysis  and 
appreciation  of  the  OtUUnei. 

^  Were  it  needed,  reference  might 
be  made  to  the  express  testimonies  of 
Scott,  Homer,  Jeffiey,  Thomas  Brown, 
Cookbum — all  pupils  ;  the  elder  Mill, 
a  firequent  hearer,  and  Sir  James  Mack- 
intosh. The  least  elaborate,  but  by  no 
means  the  least  emphatic  testimony  to 
Stewart's  powers  as  a  lecturer,  is  the 
saying  of  the  late  Br.  John  Thomson, 
Professor  of  General  Pathdogy  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  who  adorned 
eminent  professional  attainments  by  the 
higher  accomplishment  of  liberal  studies 
—viz.,  that  the  two  things  by  which  he 
was  most  impressed  in  the  course  of  his 
life,  wero  the  acting  of  Mrs.  Siddons, 
and  the  oratoiy  of  Dugald  StewarL 
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with  philosophical  questions  been  more  exact  and  dogmatic 
than  it  really  was,  would  not  have  so  well  secured  the  ends  of 
his  cours&  It  was,  however,  unquestionably  the  mode  of  lec- 
turing best  adapted  to  his  peculiar  powers.  It  allowed  fiill 
scope  to  his  imagination  and  feelings,  and  left  him  to  the  free 
course  and  ready  promptings  of  an  eloquence  which  he  knew  so 
well  to  vary,  in  harmony  with  the  tenderness,  the  grace,  or  the 
sublimity  of  his  theme.^ 

Stewart's  aim  and  influence  as  a  teacher  of  philosophy  was 
doubtless  less  purely  speculative  than  moral  and  practical. 
His  lectures  do  not  appear  any  more  than  his  writings^  to 
hare  formed  exhaustive  discussions  of  the  more  abstract  phi- 
losophical questions  Merely  to  make  thinkers,  or  to  o£kr  a 
speculative  system  complete  in  all  its  parts,  was  entirely  foreign 
from  his  aim,  whether  as  a  teacher  or  writer.  Observational 
rather  than  severely  analytic,  or  deductive,  dealing  with  facts 


*  The  aathor  of  the  Memoriak  ofhxB 
Time — a  stadest  of  Stewart's  moral 
and  political  conrses  about  the  begin- 
mag  of  the  present  centary — has  left  a 
graphic  portraiture  of  his  personal  ap- 
pearance and  manner  in  the  class-room. 
The  affectionate  and  admiring  tribute 
to  lir.  Stewart,  of  which  this  sketch  is 
apart,  oonfers  honour  alike  on  master 
and  pupil. 

"  Stewart,**  says  Lord  Cockbum, 
''  was  about  the  middle  size,  weakly 
limbed,  and  with  an  appearance  of 
feebleness  which  gave  an  air  of  delicacy 
to  his  gait  and  structure.  His  fore- 
head was  large  and  bald,  his  eyebrows 
bushy,  his  eyes  grey  and  intelligent, 
and  capable  of  conveying  any  emotion 
firom  indignation  to  pity,  from  serene 
•ense  to  hearty  humour ;  in  which  they 
were  powerftilly  aided  by  his  lips,  which, 
though  rather  large  perhaps,  were  flex- 
ible and  ezpressiye.  The  Toice  was 
singularly  pleasing;  and,  as  he  ma- 
naged it,  a  slight  burr  only  made  its 
tones  softer.  His  ear  both  for  music 
and  for  speech  was  exquisite ;  and  he 


was  the  finest  reader  I  haye  ever  heard. 
His  gesture  was  simple  and  elegant, 
though  not  free  from  a  tinge  of  profes- 
sional formality ;  and  his.whole  manner 
that  of  an  academical  gentleman.  .  •  . 
He  lectured  standing ;  from  notes  which, 
with  their  successive  additions,  must, 
as  I  suppose,  at  last  have  been  nearly 
as  full  as  his  spoken  words.  His 
lecturing  manner  was  professorial,  but 
gentleman-like;  calm  and  expositoiy, 
but  rising  into  greatness  or  softening 
into  tenderness,  whenever  his  subject 
required  it.*'  See  the  whole  passage, 
ifemonolf,  pp.  22-26.  Compare  ifemoir 
by  Colonel  Stewart,  p.  8. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Stewart,  by 
WiUde,  an  engraving  from  which  is 
prefixed  to  the  present  volume,  is  re- 
garded by  those  who  knew  him  as  a 
faithful  likeness. 

*  His  published  works,  with  the  ex- 
ception, at  least  in  great  part,  of  the 
Dittertotion,  are  but  the  leisurely  and 
careful  elaboration  of  the  matter  he 
made  use  of  in  lecturing. 
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as  they  are  presented  in  their  integrity  rather  than  with  their 
last  elements,  or  their  theoretical  relations,  he  habitually  opened 
up  comprehensive  fields  of  thought,  and  thus  set  the  higher 
minds  around  him  in  a  course  of  original  speculation ;  but  his 
was  not  a  power  that  subjugated  intellectual  activity  by  the 
boldness  and  force  of  finished  philosophical  theoiy. 

Stewart's  influence,  indeed,  regarded  in  a  purely  specula- 
tive aspect,  was  more  powerful  by  what  he  cautioned  against 
attempting,  and  suggested  as  a  legitimate  aim,  than  by  the 
new  and  definite  results  which  he  produced.  The  philoeophicd 
ideal,  comprehensive  and  yet  restrained,  which  he  constanlly 
inculcated  as  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  thinker,  had  a  marvellous 
power  over  the  finer  minds  with  whom  he  came  into  contact  Kor 
was  this  wonderful,  for  we  can  conceive  no  nobler  object  of  ambi- 
tion, especially  as  presented  to  ardent  and  ingenuous  youth,  than 
the  intellectual  empire  to  which  it  points.  To  some  minds^  and 
these  the  finest  of  the  race,  fragmentary  science,  however  splendid, 
is  as  nothing.  They  pursue  always  either  the  impossible  ideal 
of  an  absolute  totality  in  science,  or  such  completeness  as  is  com- 
patible with  the  actual  limits  of  human  knowledge*  Even  this 
latter  aim — that  which  Stewart  indicated — is  too  great  for  actual 
realisation  by  the  individual  While  nothing  is  grander  than  the 
thought,  nothing,  at  the  same  time,  is  meaner  than  the  execu- 
tion. But  the  ideal  is  not,  on  that  account,  the  less  legitimate 
or  valuable.  The  completeness  of  science  is  no  measure  of  the 
perfection  of  the  man.  On  the  contrary,  individual  effort  is 
higher  and  more  prolonged  as  science  is  remote.  And  if  know- 
ledge is  chiefly  to  be  prized  as  it  affords  the  condition  of  acti- 
vity, that  pursuit  is  above  all  vjEduable  which  keeps  a  man  con- 
tinually in  the  presence  of  a  lofty  ideal,  some  part  of  which  his 
utmost  effort  must  still  leave  uncompassed.  Intellectually  as 
spiritually,  we  must  live  by  fiEuth,  and  in  both  regions  our  highest 
inspiration  is  from  the  outreaching  and  invisibla  Nor  need 
the  thinker  repine  though  he  should  have  to  adopt  tiie  language 
of  one  who,  sitting  at  the,  feet  of  Stewart,  felt  the  powerfol 
spell,  and  confessed  that  in  the  pursuit  of  universal  science 
he  was  somewhat  of  a  visionary,  conscious  that  he  was  pressing 
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on  still  short  of  his  ideal,  in  some  sense,  '^  per  domos  vacoas  et 
inania  regna.''^  Better  far  for  the  man,  through  all  bis  higher 
nature,  to  perish  after  a  life-long  struggle  in  so  splendid  a  con- 
test, than  complacently  wear  the  laurels  of  a  hundred  petty 
fights. 

This  ideal,  as  inductively  pursued  by  Stewart,  was  in  no  way 
incompatible  with  the  strongly  concrete  tendency  of  his  think- 
ing and  teaching.  In  no  part  of  his  speculations,  &r  less  in 
his  academical  teaching,  did  he  lose  sight  of  human  life,  indi- 
vidual or  social.  He  is  everywhere  severely  true  to  the  spirit 
and  precept  of  the  Restorer  of  Learning,  whom  he  revered  above 
all  otheiithinkers.  His  contemplation  is  not  at  any  time  of  that 
kind  which  Bacon  censures  '^  as  finished  in  itself,  without  cast- 
ing beams  on  society.''  On  the  contrary,  his  great  philosophical 
aim  may  be  said  to  be  that  of  finding  results  bearing  on  the 
work  and  adornment  of  human  life.  There  are  indeed  few 
aspects  of  human  thought  and  feeling,  more  especially  as  ex- 
hibited under  the  various  modifying  circumstances  of  real  life, 
which  Stewart  has  not  to  some  extent  illustrated;  and  no 
thinker  ever  set  with  easier  and  more  graceful  hand  the 
lights  of  higher  science,  amid  the  facts  of  every-day  life  and 
experience. 

The  principle  which  more  immediately  stimulated  and 
guided  tiie  speculations  of  Stewart,  and  which  modified  his 
academical  teaching  in  particular,  is  his  view  of  the  nature 
and  conditions  of  human  perfection,  as  capable  of  being  realised 
only  in  the  full  and  harmonious  development  of  the  men- 
tal powera  This,  as  the  normal  state  of  man,  is  that  to 
which  his  nature  spontaneously  tends ;  and  the  proportion  in 
which  it  is  realised  is  the  measure  of  man's  wellbeing.  Specu- 
lative philosophy  is  to  be  valued,  not  so  much  from  its  afifocding 
definite  solutions  of  questions  in  regard  to  man  and  things,  as 
because  it  is  the  indispensable  means  of  human  development. 
The  highest  human  interest  is  a  general  culture  of  the  faculties, 
intellectual,  moral,  and  sensitive ;  and  the  philosophy  of  mind, 

*  Francis  Horner.    Memotn^  vol.  i.  p.  279. 
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to  use  Stewart's  beantif ol  analogy,  affords  the  key  that  unlocks 
all  the  hidden  sources  of  internal  enjoyment.^ 

This  view  of  the  nature  of  the  culture  which  is  alone 
worthy  of  a  man,  is  a  great  truth  that  is  too  often  wholly  dis- 
regarded in  the  interest  of  a  narrow  and  blighting  profes- 
sional training.  Yet,  until  this  principle  is  recognised,  man 
himself  is  ignored.  Its  acknowledgment  is  the  confession  of 
his  nobility ;  its  oblivion  the  symbol  of  his  degradation.  The 
individual  really  lives  only  in  so  far  as  he  is  conscious  of  the  fact, 
and  gives  effect  to  the  belief,  that  he  is  an  end,  and  an  end  to 
himself.  Stewart,  standing  as  he  did,  in  the  high  place  of  the 
teaching  of  the  nation,  accomplished  a  work  that  was  above  all 
price,  in  lending  the  sanction  of  his  name,  and  the  impulse  of 
his  powers,  to  the  forwarding  of  this  principle.  Nor  is  it 
the  solitary  instance  in  which  Stewart  was  the  means  of  setting 
grand  but  forgotten  truths  in  honour,  and  rescuing  the  near 
and  familiar  from  that  neglect  which,  in  course  of  time,  seems 
almost  necessarily  to  fall  upon  it.  The  principle  issues  natu- 
rally from  the  general  direction  which  Stewart  gave  to  the  in- 
tellectual activity  of  his  time.  It  is  what  is  obviously  suggested 
as  soon  as  man  is  recalled  from  wandering  in  the  outward  to 
the  remembrance  of  himself— a  work  as  di£Scult.  as  it  is  neces- 
sary and  important — ^for,  as  St.  Augustine  has  so  finely  said, 
'^  Eunt  homines  mirari  alta  montium,  ingentes  fluctus  maris, 
altissimos  lapsus  fluminum,  oceani  ambitum,  et  gyros  siderum ; 
se  ipsos  autem  relinquunt,  nee  mirantur." 

Stewart  afforded  in  his  own  person  a  fine  exemplification  of 
the  ideal  perfection  he  loved  to  portray.  Few  men  have  ex- 
hibited a  more  harmonious  development  of  powers,  intellectual, 
moral,  and  aesthetical,  or  carried  into  refiective  science  a  more 
entire  humanity.  In  Stewart  were  conspicuous  the  refining 
power  of  liberal  study,  and  the  freedom  from  pedantry  and  one- 

*  PkiL  Euaya^  Worhi,  yoI.  y.  p.  86.  enlightened  coltnre.    The  same  great 

No  one  acquainted  with  the  writings  truth  was  in  the  mind  of  Plato  when  he 

of  Ferguson  can  &il  to  mark  his  in-  defined  philosophy  as  the  greatest  har- 

fluence    on    his  pupiVs  view   of  the  mony  (of  the  soul), — fityiwrn  fktt9iun,-~^ 

troe  end  of  man,  and  consequently  of  FhaedOi  SI,  A. 


sidedness  that  distinguish  the  man  who  has  troly  imbibed  the 
philosophical  spirit.  His  catholicily  enabled  him  to  see  and 
prize  excellence  in  whatever  form  it  appeared.  There  were 
indeed  few  aspects  of  truth,  be^aty,  or  virtue,  which  he  was  not 
capable  of  appreciating.  This  style  of  character  has  its  own 
reward,  in  the  fulness  aud  variety  of  the  enjoyments  which  it 
carries  in  its  train ;  and  few  men  have  realised  in  greater  degree 
than  Stewart,  the  pleasures  that  spring  from  the  free  energies  of 
a  well-cultured  mind. 

Stewart's  character,  though  a  whole  of  exquisite  grace  and 
symmetry,  is  on  this  very  account  less  likely  to  be  so  widely 
observed  and  appreciated  as  one  of  a  greatly  inferior  kind.  A 
harmonious  balance  of  excellences  is  less  remarked  by  the 
superficial  observer  than  a  single  accomplishment  amid  a  crowd 
of  defectfii,  as  a  solitar}*,  though  it  may  be  an  inconsiderable 
light,  IB  the  more  apparent  in  an  expanse  of  darkness,  or  as  a 
circumscribed  patch  of  green  is  more  marked  amid  aridity  and 
barrenness.  The  perfection  and  symmetry  of  such  a  character 
is  too  unobtrusive  to  catch  the  common  eye,  which  is  generally 
bent  on  the  striking  and  outstanding.  It  appeals  too  much  to 
the  reflective  intellect  and  cultivated  imagination  to  become  an 
object  of  wide  regard  or  intense  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
crowd,  just  as  there  are  harmonies  of  sound  and  colour  so  exqui- 
site as  to  be  appreciable  only  by  the  refined  and  purified  taste. 

Breadth  of  mental  development  is  of  the  highest  importance 
in  reflective  studies,  more  especially  in  General  Psychology — 
the  fiftvourite  field  of  Stewart — a  department  of  inquiry  afiford- 
ing  ample  scope  for  delicate  observation  and  analysis,  and  fitted 
to  attract  the  man  of  tranquil,  refined,  and  comprehensive  mind. 
In  this  science  it  is  an  indispensable  requisite  that  the  observer 
should  be  able  to  appreciate,  in  their  integrity,  the  facts  with 
which  he  deals.  Here  the  chief  source  of  error  is  imperfect  or 
distorted  observation.  Any  defect^  accordingly,  in  the  general 
development  of  the  powers  of  the  speculator,  by  means  of  which 
he  is  placed  in  contact  with  the  phsenomena,  is  a  fundamental 
diEiqualification  for  a  successful  pursuit  of  the  study.  Such  a 
constitution  of  mind  leads  to  the  neglect  of  one  side  of  the 
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reality,  and  to  the  undue  elevation  of  the  other,  which  the  ob- 
server is  peculiarly  qualified  and  disposed  to  remark.  From 
these  defects  Mr.  Stewart's  teaching,  as  is  the  case  with  his 
writings,  was  singularly  free,  owing  to  the  breadth  and  balance 
of  his  powers.  In  his  philosophical  discussions  we  may  have 
occasionally  to  desiderate  more  searching  analysis,  and  keener 
speculative  insight ;  we  have  rarely  to  complain  of  exclusive 
and  distorted  observation  of  &cts,  or  the  building  thereon  of 
narrow  and  inadequate  theories. 

The  degree  to  which  Stewart  approximated  towards  accom- 
plishing a  general  and  harmonious  development  of  the  faculties, 
is  to  be  regarded  as  the  measure  of  the  success  which  he  sought 
in  his  University  career.  It  was  in  this  sphere  above  all  that 
he  proposed  directly  to  call  forth  and  invigorate  intellectual 
power,  to  animate  and  refine  moral  sensibility,  to  awaken 
and  elevate  the  powers  of  taste, — in  a  word,  to  develop  all  that 
is  distinctive  in  man,  and  thus  to  give  dignity,  elevation,  even 
grandeur,  to  the  commonplace  of  every-day  life,  by  intermin- 
gling with  it  a  permanent  love  of  truth,  beauty,  and  virtue,  and 
thereby  attaching  the  individual  to  what  alone  has  worth  and 
is  imperishable.  This  aim  Stewart  justly  deemed  as  of  higher 
moment  than  even  the  production,  if  that  were  possible,  of  a 
finished  theory  of  human  knowledge ;  and  it  was  an  ideal  to 
the  realisation  of  which  he  made  as  near  an  approach  as  any 
philosophical  teacher  known  to  history.  The  period  of  attend- 
ance on  the  prelections  of  Stewart  remained  sacred  in  the  mind 
of  many  a  pupil,  long  after  the  quiet  of  the  University  had  been 
exchanged  for  the  bustle  of  the  world,  as  a  time  of  elevated 
converse  with  great  themes,  and  the  source  of  a  refining  and 
ennobling  influence  then  first  amalgamated  with  the  current 
of  life.  The  man — the  purity  and  elevation  of  his  personal 
character — ^the  enlarged,  liberal,  and  tolerant  spirit  which  he 
carried  into  speculation — ^his  unwavering  confidence  in  the 
steady  progress  of  humanity  towards  a  fuller  realisation  of  truth 
and  virtue — his  chastened  eloquence  and  ample  stores  of  illus- 
trative imagery  and  classical  reference — ^the  thorough  mastery 
he  shewed  of  his  powers  of  intellect  and  imagination,  springing 
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from  aseiduons  culture — his  grace  of  speech  and  manner — the 
repose  and  dignity  of  his  academic  demeanour,  not  unrelieved 
by  a  vein  of  quiet  and  kindly  humour — ^long  remained  in  the 
memory  of  numerous  pupils,  scattered  abroad  over  many  lands, 
whom  his  impressive  teachiug  first  awoke  to  a  full  sense  of  the 
duly  and  the  dignity  of  man,  and  whose  higher  feelings  and 
nobler  impulses  he  called  forth  and  animated.  In  the  case, 
indeed,  of  the  finer  minds  among  his  pupils  who  most  thoroughly 
imbibed  their  master's  spirit,  and  profited  most  fuUy  by  his 
teaching,  the  lapse  of  time,  as  they  gradually  receded  in  the 
journey  of  life,  from  the  era  of  their  attendance  on  Stewart's 
prelections,  served  but  to  enhauce  the  feeling  of  sacredness 
with  which  they  regarded  the  pure  spring  whence,  in  early 
youth,  they  had  drawn  supplies  for  the  needs  of  their  opening 
moral  and  intellectual  life.^ 

In  the  union  of  wisdom  and  eloquence — sapienterque  sentiendi 
et  omatk  dicendi  sdentia — the  ideal  of  the  philosopher  which 
prevailed  in  nearly  Greece,  and  which  Cicero  complains  that 
Socrates  was  the  first  to  sunder^ — ^the  only  other  name  of  the  last 
half  century  which  is  naturally  associated  with  Stewart  is  that  of 
Cousin,  the  last  living  representative  of  the  illustrious  band  of 
European  thinkers  who  have  constituted  modem  philosophy. 
With  fundamental  speculative  divergence?,  the  doctrines  of 
Stewart  and  Cousin  have  yet  a  common  source  and  character. 
The  practical  aim  of  these  great  teachers  of  philosophy  has  been 
virtually  identicaL  Their  eloquence  springing  from  sensibility  to 
the  same  grand  themes,  had  a  similar  lofty  tone  and  aim,  and  a 
nearly  parallel  popular  effect.  The  words  in  which  Cousin  sums 
up  the  doctrine  which  he  had  inculcated  for  forty  years,  might 
be  written  of  Stewart :   "  Our  true  doctrine  is  spibitualism,  so 


1  •*  Dngald  Stewart,"  says  Cockbnm, 
"  was  one  of  the  greatest  of  didactic 
onton.  Had  he  liyed  in  ancient  times, 
hia  memory  would  have  descended  to  na 
as  that  of  one  of  the  finest  of  the  old 
eloquent  sages.  Bnt  his  lot  was  better 
cast.  Flourishing  in  an  age  which  re- 
quired all  the  dignity  of  morals  to  coan- 
teract  the  tendencies  of  physical  pursuits 


and  political  conrnlsions,  he  has  exalted 
the  character  of  his  country  and  gene- 
ration. No  intelligent  pupil  of  his  erer 
ceased  to  respect  philosophy,  or  was  erer 
false  to  his  principles,  without  feeling 
the  crime  aggrayated  by  the  recollection 
of  the  morality  that  Stewart  had  taught 
him." — MemorioiUj  p.  26. 
*  De  Oratore,  1.  iii.  IS. 


xlvi 


HKMOIB  OF 


called  because  its  character  is  thje  subordination  of  the  senses  to 
the  Spirit,  and  the  elevation  and  ennobling  of  Man.  It  teaches 
the  spirituality  of  the  soul,  the  liberty  and  responsibility  of 
human  actions,  moral  obligation,  disinterested  virtue,  the  dig- 
nity of  justice,  the  beauty  of  charity,  and  shows  a  God  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  world.  .  .  .  This  philosophy  is  the  natural 
ally  of  all  good  causes.  It  sustains  religious  sentiment ;  seconds 
true  art^  poesy  worthy  of  the  name,  and  a  grand  literature ;  is 
the  stay  of  justice ;  repels  alike  the  craft  of  the  demagogue  and 
tyranny;  and  teaches  men  to  value  and  respect  themselves."^ 

Mr.  Stewart  gave,  from  the  commencement  of  his  career  as 
Professor,  Lectures  on  Politics  proper,  or  the  theory  of  Gtovem- 
ment,  as  part  of  his  course  of  Moral  Philosophy.^  A  spirit  of 
inquiry  into  the  first  principles  of  political  science  appears  to 
have  been  coeval  with  the  rise  of  philosophical  activity  in  Scot- 
land.   Scottish  speculative  philosophy,  moreover,  had  from  the 


*  LeduTtB  on  the  True,  JBeauH/td, 
and  Good.    Preface,  1853. 

Scottish  ethical  specolatioii  oontaini, 
nnfortonstely,  no  recognition  of  the 
grand  qnestionsinTolYed  in  the  relation 
of  ordixiaiy  Ethics  to  Chiiatianitj.  The 
ethical  system  of  Stewart,  while  of  the 
purest  kind,  and  recognising  yery  fhlly 
the  relation  of  Morals  to  Natural  Theo- 
logy, forms  no  exception  to  this  remark. 
The  great  Uad  of  man*s  actoal  oondi- 
tion,  as  the  member  of  a  lapsed  world, 
— the  peonHar  ethical  motiyes  of  rever- 
enoe  and  lore  for  a  Person  who  has 
exemplified  the  moral  law  in  aheolnte 
perfection,  and  done  so  in  the  oreatore's 
behoof,  and  all  the  questions  connected 
with  the  adjustment  of  the  results  of 
the  ordinary  and  of  Christian  Ethics,— 
are  unnoticed  by  Mr.  Stewart,  as,  in 
general,  by  Scottish  ethical  speculaton 
of  note.  These  are  questions  which 
did  not,  strictly  speaking,  M  within 
the  scope  of  the  moralist  who  was 
called  upon  to  vindicate  the  reality  and 
develop  the  character  of  the  notions  of 


right  and  wrong «» the  fundamental 
moral  ideas — against  the  remains  of  an 
Utilitarian  doctrine.  They  are,  in  hct, 
only  possible  on  the  baas  of  a  pure  and 
thoroughgoing  Natural  Ethics,  such  as 
is  that  of  Stewart.  The  want  of  their 
reoognition  must,  howerer,  to  some  ex- 
tent, deaden  the  vitality  of  any  ethical 
system,  especially  in  its  bearings  on  life 
and  action.  But  if  these  questions  have 
not  been  essayed  by  Mr.  Stewart,  he 
has,  at  least,  contributed  largely  to  the 
preliminary  workofprepsringthe  ground, 
by  affording  data  essential  to  their 
discussion.  The  ideal  of  moral  per- 
fection, after  which  man  ought  to  strive, 
as  delineated  by  Stewart,  is  essentially 
the  Christian  ideal— and  exhibited  from 
an  independent  point  of  view ;-— involv- 
ing the  reoognition  of  a  moral  law  of 
absolute  or  unconditioned  obligation, 
and  the  need  of  attaching  to  that  law, 
Man,  who  is  the  subject  of  it,  both  by 
his  sense  of  obUgatioo,  and  his  feel- 
ings. 
*  IFbrit,  vol  ix.  p.  S61. 
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first,  as  its  natural  issue,  a  liberal  political  doctrina  The  teach- 
ing of  Carmichael  in  Glasgow  appears,  as  already  noticed,  to 
have  been  in  great  measure  political  Hutcheson,  his  successor, 
devoted  a  portion  of  his  course  to  politics,  controverting,  in  par- 
ticular, the  despotic  doctrines  of  Hobbes.^  From  Hutcheson  the 
practice  of  conjoining  moral  and  political  science  seems  to  have 
passed  into  the  University  teaching  of  Scotland.^  The  Political 
Discourses  of  Hume  (1752)  turned  the  attention  of  his  coun- 
trymen to  that  science,  in  particular  to  the  part  of  it  which  re- 
gards the  commercial  polity  and  regulations  of  a  nation.  The 
Discourses^  by  their  force  and  orginality,  and  the  practical 
character  of  their  subjects,  attained  a  contemporary  popularity 
at  home  and  abroad,  which  their  author  had  in  vain  sought  by 
his  previous  productions.  Though  isolated  discussions,  these 
Essays  of  Hume  contain  the  fdndamental  principles  of  the 
science,  and  speculators  in  political  economy  have  done  little 
since  his  time  beyond  developing  and  modifying  his  principles. 
It  was,  however,  reserved  for  Adam  Smith,  a  pupil  of  Hutche- 
son, but,  in  this  respect,  far  more  indebted  to  Hume  than  to  his 
academical  teacher,  to  give  to  the  doctrines  of  political  economy 
a  scientific  form  and  full  development.  By  the  force  of  his 
comprehensive  genius  and  analytic  insight,  Smith  united  in  one 
whole  the  scattered  doctrines  of  the  rising  sdenca  Smith  re- 
turned from  a  sojourn  in  Paris  with  the  young  Duke  of  Bue- 
cleuch  in  1766,  after  having  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  intimate 
converse  with  the  principal  French  politiccd  philosophers,  some 
of  whom  were  among  the  most  accomplished  men  of  their  own 
or  any  age.^  His  £uniliarity  with  their  opinions  served  to  give 
breadth  and  steadiness  to  views  which  had  first  occurred  to 
him  in  early  life,  and  which,  in  his  Inquiry  into  the  Nature 

^  FkU.  Mordli$9 1.  iiL     (Eamomioes  fact,  not  only  in  Scotland,  but  in  Europe, 

et  PdffUieet  IJlemeiUa,  the  study  of  Ethics,  in  modem  idmes, 

*  Politics,  in  the  form  of  Natural  has  been  approached  through  Politics. 
Jnrispradenoe,  as  the  more  proximate 

stady,  is  likely  to  be  taken  up  first  in  the  *  Smith,  while  in  Paris,  became  ac- 
order  of  time.  It  necessarily,  however,  qnainted  with  Tnrgot,  Qnesnai,  Morellet, 
in  the  end,  leads  to  Ethics,  whence  it  Necker,  D*Alembert,  Helvetins,  Mar- 
draws  its  j^rinciples.    And,  in  point  of  montel,  etc. 
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and  Oanses  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  (1776,)  he  developed  in 
their  connexion  with  first  principles,  and  enforced  by  the  re- 
sources of  an  ample  and  matured  observation.  Smith's  work 
was  destined  gradually  to  revolutionise  the  commercial  regula- 
tions of  the  nation,  and  to  continue  to  bear  fruit  in  a  late  time. 
Ferguson  belonged  to  the  same  school  of  liberal  politicians,  and 
ably  discussed  the  principles  both  of  .politics  and  political 
economy.  His  Essay  on  the  Origin  of  Civil  Society,  and  his 
Lectures  on  Political  Economy — characterised,  like  his  ethical 
speculations,  by  great  earnestness  and  elevation — contributed  to 
direct  the  attention  of  thinking  men  to  those  departments  of 
inquiry,  and  to  familiarise  the  general  mind  of  the  country  with 
political  investigations. 

Stewart's  first  separate  course  of  Lectures  on  Political  Eco- 
nomy proper  was  delivered  in  the  winter  of  1800.^  In  the 
opening  chapter  of  these  lectures,  now  published  for  the  first 
time,  he  gives  the  following  account  of  the  comprehension  of 
the  science : — "  By  most  of  our  English  writers,"  he  says,  "  as 
well  as  by  those  in  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  this  phrase 
(Political  Economy)  has  been  hitherto  restricted  to  inquiries 
concerning  Wealth  and  Population  ;  or  to  what  have  sometimes 
been  called  the  resources  of  a  State.  It  is  in  this  limited  sense 
it  is  used  by  the  disciples  of  Quesnai  in  France,  and  also  by  Sir 
James  Steuart,  Mr.  Smith,  and  a  long  list  of  respectable  authors 
in  this  island,  both  before  and  after  the  publication  of  Quesnai's 
Works.  Without,  however,  presuming  to  censure  in  the  slight- 
est degree  the  propriety  of  their  language,  I  think  that  the  same 
title  may  be  extended  with  much  advantage  to  all  those  specu- 
lations which  have  for  their  object  the  happiness  and  improve- 
ment of  Political  Society ;  or,  in  other  words,  which  have  for 
their  object  the  great  and  ultimate  ends  from  which  political 
regulations  derive  all  their  value ;  and  to  which  Wealth  and 
Population  themselves  are  to  be  regarded  as  only  subordinate 
and  instrumental.  Such  are  the  speculations  which  aim  at 
ascertaining  those  fundamental  principles  of  policy,  which  Lord 

1  The  BepAnte  Course  of  Political      aessionB,  and  tlie  average  number  of 
EooDomy  was  continaed  dnriog  eight      students  iras  forty-nine. 
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Bacon  has  so  significantly  and  so  happily  described,  as  '  Leges 
legum^  ex  quibus  informatio  peti  poasity  quid  in  eingulia  legibua 
bene  csutperperam  poattum  out  constiiutum  sit/"^  Again  he 
says,  ^^  Among  the  varions  objects  of  Political  Economy,  one  of 
the  most  important  is  the  solution  of  that  problem  which  Mr. 
Burke  has  pronounced  to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  le^slation : — 
^  To  ascertain  what  the  State  ought  to  take  upon  itself  to  di- 
rect by  the  public  wisdom,  and  what  it  ought  to  leave,  with  as 
little  interference  as  possible,  to  individual  discretion.'  "^ 

In  Politics  proper,  and  in  Political  Economy,  Mr.  Stewart 
worthily  sustained  the  liberal  spirit  and  doctrines  of  his  prede- 
cessors, and  of  the  philosophical  school  to  which  he  belonged. 
In  his  Lectures  on  Political  Economy ^  Mr.  Stewart  accepts  in 
general  the  results  of  the  speculations  of  the  French  economists 
and  Adam  Smith,  on  those  fundamental  points  in  which  their 
systems  agree.  In  particular,  with  respect  to  the  regulation  of 
trade  and  industry,  Stewart  concurs  with  the  Economists  and 
Smith  in  advocating  the  freest  scope  for  individual  interest  and 
effort,  and  the  unrestricted  exchange  of  the  products  of  national 
industry.  This  is  with  him  a  corollary  from  his  general  doc- 
trine of  the  propriety  of  fully  recognising  individual  instincts  and 
tendencies  as  normal  social  forces,  and  consequently  of  abstain- 
ing from  legislative  interference  wherever  it  can  be  shown  that 
natural  principles  are  in  themselves  sufficient  to  realise  the  end 
which  the  proposed  act  of  legislation  seeks.  Mr.  Stewart  was 
strongly  attracted  by  principles  of  wide  compass  and  application, 
and  he  has  shown  a  leaning,  in  more  than  one  instance,  to  the 
views  of  the  Economists,  when  these  do  not  precisely  coincide 
with  the  opinions  of  Smith.  The  Lectures  on  Political  Economy 
show  no  marked  advance  beyond  the  WeaUh  ofNations^  with 
regard  to  positive  doctrines.  But  they  are  by  no  means  to  be 
regarded  as  a  mere  re-statement  of  the  views  given  in  that 
work.  On  the  contrary,  with  a  general  adherence  to  Smith's 
principles,  they  exhibit  throughout  an  independent  critical 
estimate,  and  modifications  and  corrections  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  great  economist ;  in  particular,  his  theories  of  the  compo- 

»  iWWcoZ  EwMmy,  Warh»,  toI.  viii.  pp.  9, 10.  •  Ibid.  p.  17. 
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nent  parts  of  the  price  of  commodities^^  and  of  prodactive 
labour.^  In  some  respects,  moreover,  Stewart  sought  to  give 
to  the  principles  of  Smith  a  wider  application  than  the  latter 
had  sanctioned,  as,  for  example,  in  reference  to  the  Navigation 
Laws.' 

In  no  part  of  his  political  writings  has  Mr.  Stewart  displayed 
greater  discrimination  and  higher  moral  courage  than  in  his 
estimate  of  the  doctrines  of  the  French  Economists.  He  re- 
cognised and  proclaimed  the  significance  and  importance  of 
the  most  valuable  of  their  fundamental  principles  in  Poli- 
tical Economy,  at  a  time  when  their  general  doctrines  were 
subjected  in  this  country  to  the  indiscriminating  obloquy  of 
an  alleged  revolutionary  tendency ;  and  when  the  excitement 
of  political  coDVulsions  abroad,  and  the  spirit  of  political 
rancour  at  home,  might  have  intimidated  a  less  courageous 
man,  and  shaken  the  convictions  of  a  less  calm  and  &r-seeing 
thinker.  For  Stewart,  though  regarded  by  some  of  his  contem- 
poraries as  timid  in  action,  and  somewhat  too  much  afraid 
of  political  innovation,  was,  for  years,  despite  the  purity  and 
weight  of  his  personal  character,  the  object  of  suspicion  and 
alarm  to  a  large  section  of  the  powerful  and  dominant  poli- 
tical party,  fix>m  whose  views  he  stood  aloof.^ 
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on  MidcdL  EeoHomy^  yoL  L  sect.  iL  p. 
849. 

*  Ltdwru  on  I^fUiieai  Eoomomif^  toL 
L  pp.  279-294. 

9  OdIj  finally  abolished  in  1S50. 

«  See  below,  p.  Ixx.  Wcrhi,  toI.  ii. 
EkmenU,  i.  c.  it.  sect.  Tiia.  p.  237,  N.  2. 
pp.  240,  241.  Worhi^  yoL  z.,  Life  cf 
SmUh,  sect  iy^  especiaUj  Note,  p.  63, 
AptmndiZyNoteG.  (added  1810.)  Warh, 
vol.  viii.,  Lectum  on  JhlU.  £eon.  yoL 
i  pp.  306,  308.— Compare  Cockbnm's 
Jiemonau,  p.  oo. 

Stewart  waa  by  no  means  blind  to  the 
radical  defect  of  the  general  system  of  the 
Economists,  although  not  at  that  time 
generally,  if  at  all,  apprehended,  Yis.,  the 


abeenoe  of  a  recognition  of  the  need  and 
place  of  political  freedom,  as  eyidenoed 
by  their  Yirtnally  despotic  theory  of 
gOYeniment.  He  has  oarefhQy  distin- 
goished  between  the  Political  Economy 
proper  of  the  fVench  Economists  and 
their  doctrine  of  GoYemment.  While 
strongly  reprehending  the  ktter,  he  ba- 
lances with  steady  hand  the  merits  and 
defects  of  the  former.  The  latest  writer 
on  this  subject,  and  certainly  one  of 
the  most  enU^tened,  coincides  with 
Stewart  in  his  estimate  of  the  Econo- 
mists, and  in  general  of  the  character  of 
abstract  political  speculation  in  France 
before  1789.  Wbrh$,  yoI.  ii..  Elements, 
YoL  L  p.  240,  Note  C.  Compare  De 
TocqneYilIe*s  Franee  before  tie  Bevo- 
hiUon,  chaps,  ziii.,  zy. 
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We  who  live  in  these  days  can  hardly  appreciate  the  debt 
we  owe  to  the  political  teachings  of  Stewart.  At  the  time 
when  he  began  to  give  his  separate  course  of  Political  Eco- 
nomy, the  science  had  hardly  assumed  shape  and  definiteness 
in  the  general  mind  of  the  country ;  there  was  no  adequate 
appreciation  on  the  part  even  of  the  cultivated  portion  of  the 
nation,  either  of  its  proper  sphere,  or  of  the  importance  of  a 
scientific  discussion  of  its  topics.  The  doctrines  of  Adam  Smith, 
though  fructifying  in  some  of  the  more  reflective  and  advanced 
minds  of  the  time,  had  made  little  way  either  with  statesmen^ 
or  people.  Fox,  as  is  well  known,  spoke  slightingly  of  the 
WeaUh  of  NcMons.  It  was  necessary,  in  fact,  to  vindicate  a 
place  for  Political  Economy,  to  reiterate,  enforce,  and  carry  out, 
in  detailed  application  to  Hie  existing  circumstances  of  society, 
the  doctrines  of  Smith,  in  order  to  obtain  a  general  consideration 
for  the  science,  and  acceptance  of  those  doctrines.  This  was 
the  chief  work  to  which  Mr.  Stewart  set  himself  in  his  course 
of  Political  Economy ;  and  he  certainly  lent  powerful  aid,  both 
by  his  general  political  speculations,  and  his  teaching  in 
Political  Economy  proper,  in  promoting  the  spread  of  liberal 
views  on  those  subjects  in  Britain.  His  lectures  on  Political 
Economy  were  the  only  prelections  of  the  kind  at  that  time 
accessible  to  the  youth  of  Britain ;  and,  in  the  circumstances, 
almost  the  only,  and  certainly  by  &r  the  most  impressive,  means 
that  could  be  found  of  geneiBlly  diBseminating  the  doctrines  of 
the  science^ 

''  The  opening  of  these  classes,^  says  Lord  Cockbum,  refer- 
ring to  the  Lectures  on  Political  Economy,  ^  made  a  great  sensa- 
tion. The  economical  writiugs  of  Hume  and  Snuth,  though 
fimiiliar  with  the  liberal  youth,  had  so  litQe  impregnated  the 
public  mind,  that  no  ordinary  audience  could  be  collected  to 
whom  the  elements  and  phraseology  of  the  science  were  not 
matters  of  surprise.  The  mere  term  ^  Political  Economy^  made 
most  people  start  They  thought  that  it  included  questions 
touching  the  constitutiou  of  governments ;  and  not  a  few  hoped 
to  catch  Stewart  in  dangerous  propositions.  It  was  not  unusual 
to  see  a  smile  on  the  faces  of  some,  when  they  heard  subjects 
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disconrsed  npon  seemingly  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Acade- 
mical Chair.  The  word  com  Bounded  strangely  in  the  Moral 
Class,  and  drawbacks  seemed  a  pro&nation  of  Stewart's 
voice. 

^^  These  lectures  were  distinguished  by  the  acknowledged 
excellences  and  the  supposed  defects  of  his  ordinary  course. 
Some  called  them  superficial ;  a  worse  imperfection  in  Political 
Economy,  an  exact  science,  than  in  Moral  Philosophy,  a  more 
diffuse  one.  He  certainly  did  not  involve  his  hearers  in  its 
intricacies ;  and  there  were  dull  heads  to  whom  the  absence  of 
arithmetical  columns  and  statistical  details  was  as  grievous  a 
blank  in  the  one  class,  as  that  of  metaphysical  subtleties  was  in 
the  other.  But  adherence  to  the  exposition  of  general  prin- 
ciples was  equally  judicious  in  both.  By  chiefly  exposing  the 
edges  of  the  veins,  and  directing  his  pupils  how  to  explore  the 
treasures  of  the  mine,  he  at  once  heightened  the  beauty  of  his 
discourses,  and  awakened  the  ambition  of  his  students.  The 
result,  accordingly,  was  the  best  evidence  of  the  soundness  of 
this  plan.  He  supplied  both  young  and  old  with  philosophical 
ideas  on  what  they  had  scarcely  been  accustomed  to  think 
philosophical  subjects,  unfolded  the  elements  and  the  ends  of 
that  noble  science,  and  so  recommended  it  by  the  graces  of  his 
eloquence,  that  even  his  idler  hearers  retained  a  permanent 
taste  for  ii"^ 


^  Cockbun's  M&moriaU^  pp.  174- 
176.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  adding  to 
the  teftimonj  now  qaoted,  that  of  a 
fftTonrite  pupil,  whoae  premature  re- 
moral  from  the  political  aemoe  of  his 
country — ^from  hie  cherished  schemes  of 
intellectual  oonquest,  and  from  his 
friends — ^is  still  mourned,  even  after  the 
lapse  of  nearlj  forty  years,  with  the 
poignancy  of  early  grief.  Referring  to 
a  rumour  that  Mr.  8tewart*s  Lechtres 
am  PoUHoal  JEeonomy  were  to  to  be  dis- 
continued during  session   1804-6 "1 

hope,'*  says  Francu Homer,  "the oonne 
of  Political  Economy  is  not  given  up  for 


want  of  students ;  the  number,  to  be 
sure,  has  always  been  small,  but  then  it 
was  oomposed  onlj  of  such  as  take  to 
the  sulject  in  earnest  If  peradventure 
there  shall  be  twenty  found  there,  for 
twenty's  sake  it  ought  to  be  saved.  The 
effect  which  these  lectures  are  already 
producing,  by  sending  out  eveiy  year  a 
certain  number  who  have  imbibed  a 
smaD  portion  of  his  spirit,  is  so  great, 
that  I  cannot  consent  to  any  suspension 
of  it."— ifsmoirt,  voL  L  pp.  898-9. 
'Compare  pp.  831-2. 

Of  all  Mr.  Sfcewsrt's  pupils,  Fhmcif 
Homer  was  perhaps  the  one  who  moat 
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Stewart's  political  teachiDg  had  the  greater  weighty  inasmach 
as  his  doctrines  were  presented  as  corollaries  from  elevated  ethical 
speculations,  and  comprehensive  views  of  man.  They  were,  in 
fact,  the  carrying  ont,  to  their  last  results,  of  his  psychological 
and  moral  principles.  They  formed  the  culminating  point  of  his 
general  scheme  of  philosophical  doctrine.  For  the  task,  moreover, 
of  ministering  between  a  somewhat  abstract  political  philosophy 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  popular  mind  of  the  country  on  the 
other,  he  was  peculiarly  fitted,  not  only  from  his  academical 
position,  but  by  the  general  cast  of  Ids  mind.  He  was  at 
once  philosopher  and  litterateur;  the  former  in  matter,  the 
latter  in  manner  and  style;  not  so  highly  abstract  as  to  be 
above  the  reach  of  the  current  mind  of  his  time,  and  yet 
dealing  so  far  with  principles,  as  to  occupy  a  modifying  and 
commanding  relation  to  every-day  opinions,  and  able  withal, 
by  his  personal  character — especially  his  indisputable  superio- 
rity to  the  interests  of  political  faction — and  his  persuasive  elo- 
quence, to  win  for  those  principles  of  government  and  politics 
which  be  advocated,  a  general  and  cordial  acceptance.  Stewart 
accomplished,  indeed,  a  great  though  silent  and  unostentatious 
work.  Besides  cherishing  the  better  spirit  in  philosophy  and 
literature  that  was  now  making  itself  felt  in  Scotland,  he  con- 
tributed, more  than  any  other  man  of  his  time,  to  create  and 
foster  in  the  minds  of  the  rising  youth,  not  only  of  Scotland 
but  of  Britain,  the  love  of  political  freedom,  and  a  sense  of 


thoroiighlj  imbibed  the  general  spirit 
of  bis  master,  and  meet  fully  reflected 
in  bis  brief  bnt  noble  life,  that  style  of 
character,  intellectaal  and  moral,  and 
those  lofty  aims  which  the  teaching  of 
Stewart  was  calcnlated  to  create  and 
fester.  Homer  is  addnced,  and  with 
great  tnxth,  by  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
as  an  example  of  the  school  of  Stewart. 
— {.^tsMrtoium,  p.  887.)  In  his  Journal 
and  Letters,  Homer  makes  constant  re- 
lerence  to  Mr.  Stewart's  teaching  and 
writings,  especially  when  be  has  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  the  history  of  his  opi- 


nions, his  aims  in  life,  and  the  spirit 
in  which  he  pursued  them.  Thoee 
references  oonmience  with  the  period 
of  his  attendance  on  Stewart's  lectures, 
and  continue  almoet  to  the  moment 
when  that  loTe  of  universal  knowledge, 
which  neither  profSBSsional  engagements, 
nor  the  temptations  of  political  ambi- 
tion could  diminish,  was,  after  a  last 
and  melancholy  outburst,  about  sud- 
denly to  be  quenched  in  the  grave. — 
See  his  Memoin  and  Corretpandence, 
especially  vol.  i.  pp.  86|  87,  93,  94,  216, 
217,  279. 
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the  importance  of  an  unfettered  economical  code.  In  the 
quiet  retreat  of  the  Metropolitan  University  were  to  be  found 
the  asylum  and  the  nursery  of  the  liberal  opinions  of  the 
time&  From  the  class-room  of  Stewart  there  have  gone  forth 
almost  all  the  men  whose  names  are  now,  after  half  a  century, 
fiuniliar  to  this  generation  as  having  helped  forward  the  cause 
of  liberal  politics,  some  by  their  personal  influence  merely, 
others  by  their  writings  as  well,  and  not  a  few  by  their  splendid 
exertions  on  the  field  of  practical  statesmanship.  The  internal 
history  of  Britain,  daring  the  past  half  century,  is  in  great 
measure  the  record  of  the  slow  but  secure  prevalence  of  the 
political  principles  of  Smith  and  Stewart  in  the  national  opinion 
and  councils ;  and  affords  a  striking  example  of  the  gradual 
ascendency  in  public  opinion  of  the  speculations  of  the  solitary 
thinker,  which,  after  being  neglected,  or  it  may  be  contemned, 
finally  rule  the  world.^ 


*  On  the  catalogae  of  rtadents  of  Po- 
litical Eoonomj,  there  occor,  among 
^    others,  the  following  well-known  names : 

Bev.  Sjdnej  Smith. 

Francis  Homer,  (three  sessions.) 

Lord  Wehb  Sejmonr  (two  sessions ; 
the  second  son  <^  the  tenth  Dnke  of 
Somerset.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fort^- 
two  in  1819,  after  a  life  deroted  to 
stndj,  and  heloTod  by  all  who  knew 
him. — See  Jfenunt*  cfFrmneu  Horner , 
▼oL  i.  Appendix  A.) 

Sir  George  Mackenzie,  (Bart  of  ConI, 
long  Vioe-President  of  the  Boyal  Society 
ofEdinlnngh.) 

Lord  Sempill,  (Thirteenth  Banm, 
b.  1768,  d.  1880.) 

William  Erskine,  (Mr.  Erskine  ac- 
companied Sir  James  Mackintoeh  to 
India  in  1804.  He  translated  the 
Memoim  of  (Ae  Emperor  Baber,  with 
Preliminary  Dissertation  and  Notee— « 
work  which  is  highly  priied.) 

Earl  of  Landerdale,  (Eighth  Earl, 
whose  powerful  political  inflnence  is 
well  known.  He  is  the  author  of  an  able 
work  on  Political  Economy  entitled  In- 


qtdry  into  the  Naturo  and  Origin  of 
Puhlie  WioUh,  1804.  He  was  through 
life  an  attached  friend  of  Mr.  Stewart.) 

Thomas  Thomson,  (afterwards  Prin- 
cipal Clerk  of  the  Coort  of  Session,  and 
to  whose  Talnable  labours  under  the 
Beoord  Oommission  his  oountry  is  last- 
ingly indebted.) 

John  A.  Murray,  (afterwards  Sir 
John,  and  now  a  Lord  of  Session— one 
of  the  few  survinng  representatiTes  of 
the  school  and  teaching  of  Stewart) 

Henry  Beere,  MJ).  of  Norwich,  then  a 
medical  student  at  Edinburgh,— anthor 
of  Taiious  treatises  on  medieal  snl^jeota. 

Henry  Home  Drummond,  of  Blilr- 
Brummond,  (late  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment for  Perthshire.) 

Henry  CSobkbum,  (the  late  Lord 
Cockbum.) 

Francis  Jeffiey ,  (the  late  Lord  Jeffi«y , 
first  editor  of  the  .fiUtRftwyft  iiaoieio.) 

Hon.  Heniy  John  Temple,  (the  pre- 
sent Viscount  Palmenton.) 

Henry  Brougham,  (Lord  Brougham.) 

Lord  Forbes,  (the  Seventeenth  Baron, 
d.  1848.) 
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Lord  Cochrane,  (the  present  Earl  of 
Dundooald.) 

Hon.  Henry  Erakine,  (Dean  of  the 
Facnlty  of  AdTooatea  from  1786  to 
1796.) 

Henxy  Jardme,  (since  Sir  Henry  Jar- 
dbe.) 

Maovey  Kapier,  (afterwards  editor  of 
the  Edinburgh  BeoieWf  and  Pnfessor 
of  GonTeyancing  in  the  UniTersity  of 
Edinburgh.) 

Qeorge  Joseph  Bell,  (afterwards  Pro- 
fessor of  Scots  Law  in  the  TJniyersity 
of  Edinburgh.) 

Archibald  AHsoD,  (now  Sir  A.  Alison, 
Bart,  historian  of  Europe  since  1789.) 


W.  P.  Alison,  (ILD.,  now  Emeritus 
Professor  of  Medicine,  Edinburgh ;  and 
author  of  Tarious  papers  on  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Poor  in  Scotland.) 

John  Guninghame,  (the  late  Lord 
Cuninghame.) 

Lord  Calthorpe,  (Charles,  Second 
Baron,  d.  1807.) 

It  should  be  obsenred  that  the  dass 
of  Political  Economy  comprised  not 
merely  a  proportion  of  students  who 
were  passing  through  their  college 
course,  but  also^  and  even  chiefly,  an 
audience  of  riper  yean^  especially 
bersofthAbir. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Mr.  Stewart  on  the  Continent — Second  Marriage— Domestic  pnpila— 'Weekly 
Parties — ^Mr.  Stewart  in  private  life— Pablication  of  first  Toliime  of  the  Msmsnts 
— (General  characteristios  of  his  Writings-— Scope  of  his  Observational  Method — 
State  of  Philoeophj  in  England  towards  the  beginning  of  the  centnry-^Inflnence 
of  Mr.  Stewart's  writings — His  style — ^Estimate  of  Mr.  Stewart  as  a  writer  by 
Sir  James  Mackbtoeh— State  of  pditioal  feeling  in  Scotland  in  1794— Letter 
of  Lord  Craig  to  Mr.  Stewart— Letter  of  Mr.  Stewart  to  Lord  Craig^The 
Leslie  Controversy — Mr.  Stewart  appointed  to  the  Writership  of  the  Edinburgh 
fiiasetta— Accompanies  Lord  Landerdale  to  Paris — ^Withdraws  from  active  pro- 
fessorial daty — Dr.  Thomas  Brown  appointed  ooUeagoe  and  successor — His 
career  as  a  lecturor,  and  characteristics  as  a  specolator— Charge  against  Mr. 
Stewart  in  regard  to  his  final  estimate  of  Brown — Mr.  Stewart  at  Kinneil — 
Dates  of  hb  Works — ^Besigns  the  Professorship  of  Moral  Philosophy— John 
Wilson  and  Sir  William  Hamilton  candidates  for  the  Chair — ^Wilson  appointed 
Mr.  Stewart's  successor— Letter  of  Mr.  Stewart  to  Mr.  James  Gibson  regarding 
the  election — ^Mr.  Stewart  struck  with  paralysis — Account  of  his  subsequent 
health — His  death — Monument  to  his  memory. 

Mr.  Stewart  spent  the  soimners  of  1788,^  and  1789,  on 
the  Continent.    Daring  the  latter  he  resided  chiefly  in  Paris. 


1  During  the  winter  of  17874788, 
Mr.  Stewart,  in  addition  to  the  duties 
of  his  own  Chair,  supplied  the  place  of 
the  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy. 
In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Alison  (1788),  Mr. 
Stewart  says,  "The  Natural  Philosophy 
goes  on  beyond  my  expectation.  I  have 
already  finished  the  Mechanics  and  Hy- 
drostatics, two  parts  of  the  course  to 
which  I  looked  forward  with  some  appre- 
hension, and  I  have  performed  eveiy  ex- 
periment (even  the  Hydrostatic  ones) 
with  my  own  hands,  and  without  break- 


ing a  single  jar.  I  am  sure  I  could  not 
have  done  it  in'the  presence  of  two  or 
three  friends,  but  in  my  public  exhibi- 
tions I  have  found  myself  just  as  oool  and 
collected  as  if  I  had  been  alone.  To- 
morrow I  proceed  to  Pneumatics,  and 
am  just  now  employed  in  premeditatmg 
two  Lectures — the  one  on  the  Air- 
Pump,  and  the  other  on  the  Lnmortality 
of  the  Soul." 

Mr.  Stewart's  colleagues  in  the  Uni- 
venity  frequently,  in  the  event  of  ill- 
ness or  absence,  availed  themselves  of 
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He  toofk  a  deep  and  hopeful  interest  in  the  movements  of  the 
liberal  party  in  France,  that  preceded  the  outbreak  of  the  Be- 
volution.  The  small  portion  of  his  correspondence,  beyond 
that  of  a  merely  formal  character,  that  has  escaped  destruction, 
consists  mainly  of  letters  written  for  the  most  part  from  Paris 
to  his  friend  Mr.  Alison,  during  the  years  now  mentioned. 
These,  though  few  in  number,  throw  light  on  his  political 
views  and  habits  of  observation,  and  are  interesting,  as  notes  by 
an  eye-witness  of  the  early  events  of  an  epoch,  whose  momentous 
issues  were  as  yet  undeveloped,  and,  in  great  part,  unforeseen.^ 

During  his  visits  to  the  Continent,  but  especially  to  France, 
Mr.  Stewart  formed  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  among  men 
distinguished  in  philosophy,  literature,  and  politics.  Among 
his  more  intimate  friends  abroad  may  be  mentioned  M.  Suard, 
the  secretary  of  the  Academy,  and  translator  of  Bobertson's 
America  and  Charles  V.;  the  Abb^  Morellet,  distinguished 
alike  in  literature  and  political  science,  for  whose  character  Mr. 
Stewart  had  a  very  high  regard ;  M.  Provost  of  Geneva,  and 
the  Baron  de  Gerando,  with  both  of  whom  he  corresponded ; 
MM.  Gallois,  Chevalier,  Guyot,  De  Narbonne,  and  Madame 
Gktutier.  Mr.  Stewart  also  met  in  Paris,  among  others,  the 
Duke  of  Bochefoucault,  the  grandson  of  the  author  of  the 
MaximSf  Baron  Cuvier,  and  the  Abb^  Baynal,  the  well-known 
author  of  the  Histoire  Philosophiqrie  des  Deux  Indea. 

In  1790,  Mr.  Stewart  married  Helen  D'Arcy  Cranstoun, 
third  daughter  of  the  Hon.  George  Cranstoun,  youngest  son 
of  William,  fifUi  Lord  Cranstoun.^   Mrs.  Stewart  was  a  lady  of 


his  aaristaooe  in  the  conduct  of  their 
cknes.  "  In  addition  to  his  own  acade- 
mical dnties,  he  repeatedly  anpplied  the 
place  of  Dr.  John  Bobiaon,  Profeeeor  of 
Natural  PhikMophy.  He  tanght  for 
eereral  monthi  dnring  one  winter  the 
Greek  daiees  for  the  late  Mr.  Dalzel, 
[more  ooirectly,  read  the  lectures  of  the 
Professor  in  his  absence] ;  he  more  than 
one  season  taught  the  Mathematical 
classes  for  the  late  Mr.  Playiair ;  he  de- 
liTered  some  kctnzes  on  Logic,  during  an 


illness  of  Dr.  Finlayson;  and,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  he  one  winter  lectured  for  some 
time  on  Belles  Lettres  for  the  successor 
of  Dr.  Blair."— Col.  Stewart's  Memoir, 
p.  11. 

'  For  a  selection  from  these  letters, 
see  Appendix  A.  Mr.  Stewart  kept  a 
diary  while  in  Paris.  This  has  unfor- 
tunately perished  with  the  other  papers. 
See  Worki,  voL  Tiii.,  Fol,  Eeon.  vol.  i. 
p.  zi. 

*  There  were  two  children  of  this 
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high  accomplishments  and  fisMcinating  manneni — aniting  to 
yivacity  and  hmnonr,  depth  and  tenderness  of  feeling.  She 
sympathised  warmly  with  the  tastes  and  pursuits  of  her  hus- 
band ;  and  so  great  was  the  regard  of  the  latter  for  her  judg- 
ment and  taste,  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  submitting  to  her 
criticiflm  whatever  he  wrote.^ 

During  a  considerable  part  of  his  career  as  Professor,  i)ut  more 
especially  after  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Stewart  received  into 
his  house  young  men,  chiefly  of  rank  and  fortune,  whom  the 
state  of  the  Continent  precluded  from  studying  abroad,  and 
who  were  attracted  to  Edinburgh  by  the  reputation  of  the 
University  as  a  philosophical  and  scientific  schooL  Many 
youths,  frt)m  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  were  thus  brought  into 
personal  contact  with  Mr.  Stewart,  who,  from  their  birth  and 
position,  were  destined  to  fill  the  highest  public  stations. 
Though  exercising  only  a  general  superintendence  over  the 
studies  of  those  who  resided  under  his  roof,  Mr.  Stewart's  influ- 
ence in  the  formation  both  of  their  characters  and  opinions, 
was  necessarily  great.  The  fiuniliarity  of  personal  intercourse 
served  to  rev^  the  harmony  that  subsisted  between  the  life 
of  the  man  and  the  doctrines  of  the  teacher,  and,  without 
lessening  the  admiration  which  he  recited  in  the  latter  capa- 
city, brought  him  within  the  circle  of  devoted  affection.^ 


msrriage — a  bod,  Qeatge,  a  jontli  of 
great  pnanisei  whose  death,  in  1809, 
occasioned  the  deepest  affliction  to  his 
parents,  and,  with  Mr.  Stewart^s  foiling 
health,  led  to  hb  retirement  from  actiye 
pnrfessional  dnty  in  the  following  year 
—and  a  danghter,  liaxia  D'An^,  who 
snrrived  her  &tber  and  mother,  and 
died  in  184S.  Hiss  Stewart  was  en- 
deared to  a  yeiy  eztensiTe  oiidie  of 
friends,  by  the  ohanns  of  a  mind  of 
great  ▼igoor  and  rich  onltore,  manners 
the  most  fescinating,  and  a  heart  fall  of 
wannth,  tenderness,  and  affection. 

^  See  Appendix  0.  foryerses  by  Mrs. 
Stewart  Mrs.  Stewart  died  in  1888, 
haying  sniriTed  her  husband  ten  years. 


One  of  her  sisters  was  the  Coimtess 
Purgstall,  an  intimate  friend  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott.  Her  brother,  Geoi^ 
Granstoon,  long  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tmgnished  members  of  the  Scotch  Bar, 
was  raised  to  the  benoh  as  Lord  Gore* 
hoose. 

t  Among  those  who  resided  in  Mr.  J 
Stewart's  hoose,  the  following  names 
may  be   mentioned  u-Lord  Ancram, 
afterwards  sixth  Marqnis  of  Lothian, 

Basil,  Lord  Daer,  eldest  son  of  the 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  a  yomig  man  of  high 
accomplishments.  He  died  in  17M, 
before  he  had  realised  the  promise  of 
hisyonth. 

Lord  Powersconrt,  fifth  Yisooont. 
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Mr.  Stewart's  personal  character  and  philosophical  reputation, 
rendered  his  house  the  resort  of  the  best  society  of  Edinburgh, 
at  a  time  when  the  city  formed  the  winter  residence  of  many 
of  the  principal  Scottish  fieimilies.  He  exercised  a  remarkable 
ascendency  over  minds  of  the  finer  kind,  but  especially  cul- 
tivated men,  in  the  higher  grades  of  society.  Of  polished  and 
courteous,  but  perfectly  unobtrusive  manners — ^in  an  eminent 
sense  the  gentleman  and  the  scholar — ^his  higher  and  less  obvious 
accompli^ments  obtained  a  ready  recognition  in  circles  where 
without  adventitious  aid  his  influence  would  have  been  greatly 
less  powerful  Mrs.  Stewart,  moreover,  by  her  accompUsh- 
ments,  and  a  wonderful  power  of  attaching  friends,  was  fitted 
to  become  the  centre  of  a  brilliant  circle.  Their  weekly  re* 
unions,  which  happily  blended  the  aristocracies  of  rank  and 
letters,  bringing  together  the  peer  and  the  unfriended  scholar, 
were  for  many  years  the  source  of  an  influence  that  most  benefi- 
cially affected  tiie  society  of  the  capital  Those  meetings,  more- 
over, embraced,  even  when  political  zeal  was  at  its  highest,  men 
of  varied  shades  of  opinion,  and  thus  contributed  not  a  little  to 
soothe  the  bitterness  of  party  feeling  in  Edinburgh.  Colonel 
Stewart,  referring  to  this  period,  speaks  of  his  father's  house  ^  as 
the  resort  of  all  who  were  most  distinguished  for  genius,  acquire- 
ments or  elegance  in  Edinburgh,  and  of  all  the  foreigners  who 
were  led  to  visit  the  capital  of  Scotland.''  ^  So  happUy,"  it  is 
added,  "  did  he  succeed  in  assorting  his  guests,  that  his  evening 
parties  possessed  a  charm  which  many  who  frequented  them, 


Mr.,  afterwarcb  Sir  Alexander,  Mtur 
Mackenzie  of  Delvin. 

Lord  Ashbnrtoni  son  of  John  Dnn- 
mng,  tbe  celebrated  lawyer,  who  was 
created  a  Peer  in  1782. 

Lord  Brooke,  afterwarda  tliird  Earl  of 
Warwick. 

Hon.  Jolm  'William  Ward,  only  son 
of  the  Visoonnt  Dudley  and  Ward,  after- 
wards Earl  of  Dudley, 

The  pfesent  Visoonnt  Palmerston; 
and  his  brother,  die  Hon.  William 
Temple,  afterwards  Sir  William  Temple, 


Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court 
of  Nifties. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lanrence  SnUivan, 
for  many  years  Under-Secretaiy  at 
War. 

At  a  later  period,  Lord  Henry  Petty,  ^ 
(the  present  Marqnis  of  Lansdowne,) 
Lord  Webb  Seymour,  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell, Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  Bart, 
and  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  H. 
Inglis,  Bart,  with  sereral  others,  though 
not  inmates  of  Mr.  Stewart^s  fiunily, 
were  also  his  pupils  and  friends. 
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have  since  confessed  they  sought  in  vain  in  more  splendid 
and  insipid  entertainments."^ 

The  following  very  interesting  and^  I  believe,  truthful  picture 
of  Mr.  Stewart  in  private  life,  is  from  the  pen  of  his  son : — 

^  In  general  company/'  says  Colonel  Stewart,  ^  his  manner 
bordered  on  reserve  ;  but  it  was  the  comitate  oondita  gramtaa, 
and  belonged  more  to  the  general  weight  and  authority  of  his 
character  than  to  any  reluctance  to  take  his  share  in  the  cheer- 
ful intercourse  of  social  life.  He  was  ever  ready  to  acknowledge 
with  a  smile  the  happy  sallies  of  wit,  and  no  man  had  a  keener 
sense  of  the  ludicrous,  or  laughed  more  heartily  at  genuine 
humour.  His  deportment  and  expression  were  easy  and  unem- 
barrassed, dignified,  elegant,  and  graceful  His  politeness  was 
equally  free  from  all  afiectation,  and  from  all  premeditation. 
It  was  the  spontaneous  result  of  the  purity  of  his  own  taste,  and 
of  a  heart  warm  with  all  the  benevolent  afifections,  and  was 
characterised  by  a  truth  and  readiness  of  tact  that  accommo- 
dated his  conduct,  with  undeviating  propriety,  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  moment,  and  to  the  relative  situation  of 
those  to  whom  he  addressed  himself.  From  an  early  period  of 
life,  he  had  frequented  the  best  society  both  in  France  and 
in  tliis  country,  and  he  had,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  the  air  of 
good  company.  In  the  society  of  ladies  he  appeared  to  great 
advantage,  and  to  women  of  cultivated  understanding,  his  con- 
versation 'was  particularly  acceptable  and  pleasing.  The  im- 
mense range  of  his  erudition,  the  attention  he  had  bestowed  on 
almost  every  branch  of  philosophy,  his  extensive  acquaintance 
with  every  department  of  el^ant  literature,  ancient  or  modem, 
and  the  fund  of  anecdote  and  information  which  he  had  col- 
lected in  the  course  of  his  intercourse  with  the  world,  with  re- 
spect to  almost  all  the  eminent  men  of  the  day,  either  in  this 
country  or  in  France,  enabled  him  to  find  suitable  subjects  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  great  variety  of  his  visitors  of  all  de- 

*  Memoir,  p.  12.    Mr.  Stewart  ooca-  and  then  in  Callendar  Hooae,  formerly 

pied  8tewartfield  House,  in  the  neigh-  town  residencee  of  the  Lothian  and  Cal- 

honrhood   of  Edinbargh,   for   aeveral  lendar  fiunilies.    Both  homes  are  ritn- 

jearg.    He  afterwards  lived  in  Lothian,  ated  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Canongate. 
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scriptions,  who  at  one  period  frequented  his  house.  In  his 
domestic  circle,  bis  character  appeared  in  its  most  amiable 
light ;  and  by  his  family  he  was  beloved  and  venerated  almost 
to  adoration.  So  miiform  and  sustained  was  the  tone  of  his 
manners,  and  so  completely  was  it  the  result  of  the  habitual 
influence  of  the  natural  elegance  and  elevation  of  his  mind  on 
his  external  demeanour,  that  when  alone  with  his  wife  and  his 
children,  it  hardly  differed  by  a  shade  from  that  which  he 
maintained  in  the  company  of  strangers  ;  for  although  his  fond- 
ness, and  familiarity  and  playfulness  were  alike  engaging  and 
unrestrained,  he  never  lost  anything  either  of  his  grace  or  his 
dignity :  '  Nee  vero  ille  in  luce  modo,  atque  in  ocuUs  civium 
magnus,  sed  intus  domique  prsestantior.'"  ^ 

In  March  1792,  Mr.  Stewart  gave  to  the  world  the  first 
volume  of  the  Elements  of  the  Philoeophy  of  (he  Human  Mind. 
This  volume  was  his  earliest  contribution  towards  that  scheme 
of  a  comprehensive  delineation  of  man  as  mind,  which,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  he  had  proposed  to  himself  as  the  grand 
aim  of  his  life.  The  volume  is  chiefly  psychological ;  and,  after 
preliminaiy  remarks  on  the  nature,  ends,  and  utility  of  philoso- 
phy, deals  with  the  Powers  of  Knowledge,  embracing  External 
Perception,  Attention,  Conception,  the  Laws  of  Association, 
Memory,  and  Imagination. 

The  first  volume  of  the  Elements  was  very  &vourably  re- 
ceived in  Scotland.  In  England  it  did  not,  on  its  publication, 
attract  equal  notice..  It  reached  a  second  edition  in  1802,  and 
was  translated  into  French  by  Mr.  Stewards  friend,  M.  Provost 
of  Qeneva,  in  1808.'  The  volume  was  appropriately  dedicated 
by  Mr.  Stewart  to  his  revered  instructor  and  friend,  Dr.  Beid. 


*  Memoir,  pp.  14, 15. 

*  The  translation  into  French  of  the 
three  Toliimes  of  the  ElemenU  is  now 
complete;  M.  Peiese,  bo  well  known  to 
Btadents  of  philoeophy  bj  hie  able  trane- 
lation  of  the  artideB  from  the  Edinburgh 
BeoieWt  by  Sir  W.  Hamilton,  having 
added  to  the  Tdnme  IrenBlated  by  M. 
PrfvoBt,  the  two  remaining  Tolnmes. 
The  whole  is  entitled,  EUmeni»  de  la 


Philo9ophie  de  VEtprii  Evmain,  tro- 
dviU  en  Fran^au,  pear  Louu  Pei»$e^ 
aoec  une  NoHee  tur  la  Vie  et  lea 
Ottvragei  de  VAuieur,  8  toIb.  in  12. 
Paris,  1846.  The  first  Tolnmo  of  the 
Elementtf  the  early  part  of  which  con- 
tains a  general  statement  of  Mr.  Stew- 
art's properly  metaphysical  doctrines, 
was  Tery  influential  in  promoting  the 
spread  of  Scottish  speculation  in  France. 
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Besides  the  connexion  of  master  and  pnpil,  and  that  arising 
&om  the  general  harmony  of  their  philosophical  opinions,  Dr. 
Beid  and  Mr.  Stewart  were  united  by  a  bond  of  the  strongest 
personal  attachment 

Though  Mr.  Stewart  fiilly  exemplified  bis  own  fine  delinea- 
tion of  what  the  life  of  the  thinker  should  be,  as  '^  a  continued 
series  of  experiments  on  his  own  faculties  and  powers,*'^  he  was 
far  firom  pursuing  exclusively  a  solitary  course  of  abstract 
meditation  on  the  ultimate  el^nents  of  human  knowledge. 
The  space  he  devotes  to  purely  metaphysical  speculatLon,  in- 
volving the  discussion  of  first  principles — the  nature,  origin, 
and  limits  of  human  knowledge— does  not  bulk  largely  in  his 
voluminous  writings.^  Nor  can  we  claim  for  those  portions 
of  his  works  any  marked  originality.'  Among  Scottish  philo- 
sophers, Stewart  is  eminently  the  psychological  and  ethical 
observer.  Without  neglecting  the  questions  r^;arding  first 
principles,  or  the  inquiry  into  what  is  essential  and  permanent 
in  the  phsBuomena  of  mind,  his  chosen  walk,  as  already  indi- 
cated, is  doubtless  the  delineation  of  human  character,  intellec- 


'  PkUoeoj^ieal  E99ay9^  Warit,  toI. 
V.  p.  83. 

*  The  purelj  metapliTBioal  portion  of 
his  writings  is  mainly  comprised  in  the 
following  references : — 

Warki,  ToL  ii.,  Elmnenii,  vol.  L 
Inticd.  part  i.  Nature  and  Object  of 
the  Philosophy  of  the  Homan  Mind, 
Chap.  L  External  Perception. 

Workif  Tol.  X.,  Life  ofBeidf  sect  ii. 

Warki,  foL  ▼.,  PkUoeqpkietd  JE§§atf$f 
Ess.  i  Locke's  Acoonnt  of  the  Sonrces 
of  Hmnan  Knowledge.  Ess.  IL  Idealism 
of  Berkeley.  Es8.iii.  Locke's  Autho- 
rity in  IVance.  Ess.  iv.  Hartley, 
Priestley,  and  Darwin.  Ess.  t.  Tooke*s 
Philological  Specnlations. 

Warkif  toL  iii.,  Ulementi,  vol  ii. 
chap.  L  Fondamental  Laws  of  Be- 
liet 

To  these  shoold  be  added  the  rela- 
4iye  portions  of  the  (hdHneit  and  the 
historical  and  critical  notices  of  meta* 


phyrical  opinions  given  in  the  JHuer- 
taUoUf  Worhf  toL  i. 

*  1&.  Stewart  offers  sondry  modifica> 
tions  of  Beid's  doctrine  of  External  Per- 
oeptioni  in  his  Essay  on  the  Idealism  of 
Berkeley  (PkU.  Euay$,  Wark$,  toL  t. 
Essay  ii.) ;  and  a  threefold  dassifleation 
of  the  Qualities  of  Hatter,  the  merit  and 
importance  of  which  are  yeiy  consider- 
able. He  has  likewise  some  highly 
Talnable  remaiks  on  the  predse  charac- 
ter of  the  knowledge  which  involres  the 
hat  of  Self-existence.  His  views  of  the 
▼arions  questions  generally  referred  to 
the  head  of  CSansality  are  also  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  pecoliar  to  himsell  See 
Works,  yoL  il,  JrZomeiitf,  vol.  L  ch.  i. 
sect  3,  p.  97;  TFbrikf,ToLi]i.,iSZsBi0Rt», 
vol.  ii  p.  230,  ei  9eq. 

Var  general  notice  of  the  Ifethodand 
Scope  of  Scottish  specolation,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  writings  of  Beid  and 
Stewart^  see  ohap.  iv. 
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tual,  moral,  and  sdsthetical,  as  it  appears  under  the  modifica- 
tions which  it  is  apt  to  receive  firom  the  varied  circomstanoes 
of  education  and  society.  He  was  thos  naturally  led  to  note, 
in  particular,  the  influences  at  work  in  his  own  times,  on 
the  institutions  and  men  around  him.  His  writbgs,  accord- 
ingly, reflect,  in  a  very  marked  degree,  the  age  and  society  in 
which  he  lived — ^its  general  manners,  habits  of  thought,  and 
modes  of  feeling.  The  matter  of  his  reflection  has  generally 
some  link  of  connexion  with  the  actual  life  of  his  own,  or 
of  a  more  remote  period ;  and  while  his  speculation  has  its 
origin  in  the  real  or  concrete,  it  is  prosecuted  with  a  view 
to  its  human  bearing  and  interest  His  writing,  moreover,  is 
that  of  a  man  in  whom  feeling  has  its  place  alongside  of  intel- 
lect .  Endowed  with  generous,  not  less  than  broad  and  delicate 
vision,  his  delineations  of  human  character  showa  dear  insight 
into  its  entireness  and  normal  condition,  and  a  lively  sympathy 
with  man  in  his  often  fruitless  struggles  after  what  is  true 
and  good.  To  the  worlds  of  men  and  nature,  in  their  mani- 
fold varieties,  Stewart  is  singularly  alive.  He  ranges  freely 
through  both  regions  with  ready  eye  and  responsive  heart; 
and  though  he  observes  only  that  he  may  reflect  and  com- 
bine, he  performs  the  preliminary  process  spontaneously  and 
with  full  appreciation.  He  is  never  at  a  loss  for  materials  of 
reflection.  He  finds  them  at  home  and  abroad, — ^within  him- 
self, in  the  society  in  which  he  moves,  and  in  the  general  litera- 
ture and  history  which  he  reads.  He  turns  aside  from  no  pro- 
duct of  the  human  feumlties,  thinking  every  mental  effort, 
even  the  humblest)  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  psychologist, 
as  fitted  to  illustrate  some  aspect  of  the  many-sided  mind. 
^Although,"  says  his  son,  ^'he  had  read  more  than  most  of 
those  who  are  considered  learned,  his  life,  as  he  has  himself 
somewhere  remarked,  was  spent  much  more  in  reflecting  than 
in  reading ;  and  so  unceasing  was  the  activity  of  his  mind,  and 
so  strong  his  disposition  to  trace  all  subjects  of  speculation  that 
were  worthy  to  attract  his  interest  up  to  their  first  principles, 
that  all  important  objects  and  occurrences  furnished  fi'esh 
matter  to  his  thoughts.    The  political  events  of  the  time  sug- 
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gested  many  of  his  inqtdries  into  the  principles  of  political 
ecoDomj ;  his  reflections  on  bis  occasional  tours  through  the 
country,  many  of  his  speculations  on  the  picturesque,  the 
beautiful,  and  the  sublime ;  and  the  study  of  the  diaracters  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  of  remarkable  individuals 
with  whom  he  happened  to  be  thrown  into  contact,  many  of 
his  most  profound  observations  on  the  sources  of  the  varieties 
and  anomaUes  of  human  nature.''' 

The  following  passage,  besides  being  remarkable  for  grace  and 
finish  of  composition,  illustrates  the  wide  range  of  Stewart's 
philosophical  observation  : — ^  To  counterbalance  the  disad- 
vantages which  the  Philosophy  of  Mind  lies  under,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  slender  stock  of  experiments,  made  directly 
and  intentionally  on  the  minds  of  our  fellow-creatures,  Human 
Life  exhibits  to  our  observation  a  boundless  variety,  both 
of  intellectual  and  moral  phenomena;  by  a  diligent  study 
of  which,  we  may  ascertain  almost  every  point  that  we  could 
wish  to  investigate,  if  we  had  experiments  at  our  command. 
The  di£ference  between  Observation  and  Experiment,  in  Hiia 
instance,  considered  as  sources  of  knowledge,  is  merely  nominal; 
amounting  to  nothing  more  than  this,  that  the  former  presents 
spontaneously  to  a  comprehensive  and  combining  understand- 
ing, results  exactly  aimiUir  to  those  which  the  latter  would 
attempt  to  ascertain  bya  more  easy  and  rapid  process,  if  it  pos- 
sessed the  opportunity.  Hardly,  indeed,  can  any  experiment 
be  imagined,  which  has  not  already  been  tried  by  the  hand  of 
Nature ;  displaying,  in  the  infinite  varieties  of  human  genius 
and  pursuits,  the  astonishingly  diversified  effects,  resulting  &om 
the  possible  combinations  of  those  elementary  Acuities  and 
principles,  of  which  every  man  is  conscious  in  himself.  Savage 
society,  and  all  the  different  modes  of  civilisation ; — ^the  different 
callings  and  professions  of  individuals,  whether  liberal  or 
mechanical ; — ^the  prejudiced  clown ; — the  factitious  man  of 
fashion ; — the  varying  phases  of  character  from  in£Euicy  to  old 
age ; — the  prodigies  effected  by  human  art  in  all  the  objects 
around  us : — laws, — government,— commerce, — religion ; — but, 

>  Memoir^  p.  10. 
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above  all,  the  records  of  thought  preserved  in  those  volumes 
which  fill  our  libraries ; — ^what  are  they  but  experimentSy  by 
which  Nature  illustrates,  for  our  instructiony  on  her  own  grand 
scale,  the  varied  range  of  Man's  intellectual  faculties,  and  the 
omnipotence  of  Education  in  fiishioning  his  Mind  ?''^ 

At  the  period  of  the  publication  of  the  first  volume  of 
the  lilementSy  purely  philosophical  speculation  was  at  even 
a  lower  ebb  than  usual  in  England  The  prevalent  doctrine 
with  the  few  who  took  any  interest  in  the  subject,  was  of 
the  lowest  Sensational  school  The  theorists  in  philosophy 
of  that  time,  sought  to  explain  the  mental  phsBuomena  by  the 
material  modifications,  vibrations  and  vibratiuncles,  and  an 
exaggerated  application  of  the  law  of  association.  Mind  was 
with  them  simply  the  reflex  of  the  material  organism.  The 
extreme  doctrines  of  the  French  Encyclopedists,  of  Gondillac 
and  Helvetius,  were  paralleled  by  the  shallow  hypotheses  of 
Hartley  and  Darwin ;  and  the  intrepid  prosecution  of  these  to 
their  last  results  in  Morals  and  Theology,  by  Priestley  and 
Belsham.'    Nothing  accordingly  could  be  more  opportune, 


1  FhiUmopkieal  Ei9ay$,  Worh,  yol. 
▼i  PP-  S4,  35.  Theae  extracts  are 
taken  from  tbe  Introdiiction  prefixed  to 
tlie  JPkSoiopkieal  E§9ay$^  in  which  Mr. 
Stewart  refers  to  the  ciitiqae  of  his 
Aoomad  of  Iht  lAfe  and  WnHngi  of 
BeH  which  appeared  in  the  EdiMiargh 
Beoiew  in  January  1803.  The  writer, 
in  the  coarse  of  his  article,  seeks  to 
depreciate  metaphysical  stndies,  chiefly 
on  the  gronnd  that  they  afford  no 
room  far  experiment  as  oontradis- 
tingoished  from  ohserration,  and  tiiere- 
fore  prodoce  no  new  results,  snch  as 
the  experimental  sciences  afford.  The 
assault  deriTes  its  whole  importance 
from  its  having  elicited  the  poweriu], 
luminoos,  and  eloquent  exposition  of  the 
nature,  methods,  and  results  of  reflec- 
tive research,  which  is  contained  in  the 
pre&toiy  part  of  the  PkUotophieal 
Euay,  The  Beoiao  returned  to  the 
charge  on  the  publication  of  the  PMLo- 


aofSdcaX  EtBOiyi  in  1810,  (Vd.  xviii.  y 
p.  178,  Not.  1810),  in  a  critique  which, 
like  tiie  former,  shows  c<niBiderable 
acuteness  and  dexterity,  but  quite  fails 
to  appreciate  the  nature,  development, 
or  uses  of  the  reflective  sciences.  The 
estimate  of  the  more  purely  speculative 
part  of  the  writings,  both  of  Beid  and 
Stewart,  which  these  native  criticisms 
exhibit,  is  in  singular  contrast  to  the 
appreciation  which  they  were  destined 
very  soon  to  experience  among  French 
thinkers. — See  on  the  other  side,  the 
Quarterly  Beview,  vol.  vi.  Art  L  (by 
Mr.  Maovey  Napier),  Sir  Jamei  MaC' 
Jdntosh'i  Life,  voL  iL  pp.  151, 152. 

i  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  writmg  to 
Mr.  Stewart  from  London  in  1802,  tes- 
tifies to  the  want  of  anything  which  he 
could  call  purely  philosophical  thinking 
in  England ;  and  adds,  that  Scotland  has 
no  one  but  Mr.  Stewart  himself  to  rely 
on  for  the  maintensaoe  of  her  character 
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than  the  appearance  of  the  first  volume  of  Mr.  Stewart's  writ- 
ings  at  the  period  in  question.  In  spirit  and  matter,  the  kind 
of  thinking  these  writings  successively  exemplified,  was  fitted 
to  impart  an  elevated  tone  to  the  current  speculation  of  the 
age,  alike  in  Psychology,  Metaphysics,  and  Morals. 

They  recommended  abstract  truths,  moreover,  by  graces  of 
style  seldom  to  be  met  with  in  philosophical  composition.  With- 
out the  homely  familiarity,  simple  force,  and  directness  of  Beid, 
Stewart's  style  is  more  conspicuously  that  of  the  refined  and 
fastidious  scholar.  Stewart  never  £ails  in  perfect  mastery  of  the 
thought  which  he  seeks  to  express ;  nor  is  he  ever  wanting  in 
grace,  clearness,  and  adaptation  of  language,  and  that  peculiar 
charm  which  pure  moral  feeling  imparts  to  style — more  attrac- 
tive far  than  any  merely  literary  beauty.  Where  he  seeks  to 
afford  a  complete  view  of  his  subject,  he  builds  with  the  eye 
of  a  master  for  general  effect,  as  watchful  of  the  minutest 
detail,  as  of  the  comprehensive  whole.  With  but  little  of  the 
deductive  style  of  mind,  he  commonly  starts  from  the  indi- 
vidual and  concrete,  and  graduaUy  works  his  way  upwards  to 
the  abstract  and  general,  skilfully  unfolding  his  principle  as  he 
proceeds,  and  happily  illumining  the  salient  points  of  the  dis- 
cussion by  the  light  of  striking  analogies ;  for  Stewart^  though 
inculcating,  as  the  model  of  the  philosophical  style,  the  nearest 
possible  approach  to  an  algebraic  generality  of  language,  is  by  no 
means  true  to  his  own  precept.^  NothiDg  indeed  is  more  re- 
markable in  his  composition  than  fulness  yet  chasteness  of  orna- 
ment, conjoined  with  ease  and  smoothness  of  fiow,  and  literary 
finish.  Few  writers,  as  Mackintosh  has  remarked,  rise  more 
gracefully  firom  a  plain  groundwork  to  the  passages  which  require 
greater  animation  or  embeHishment.  In  this  particular,  indeed, 
his  style  affords  a  fine  exemplification  of  the  precept  of  Cicero, 

in  that  department.— X{^  yol.  L  pp.  that  the  highest  names  in  the  eetima- 

177-180.  tion  of  those  in  the  metropolis  who  felt 

We  farther  learn  from  a  letter  of  anj  interest  in  specnlatiTe  pnmiits, 

Frands  Homer,  written  from  London  were  Hobhes  and  Hartley. — Memoin 

in  1804,  that  the  only  Scotchman  whose  tfffomer,  vol.  i.  p.  282. 
conclnsions  in  philosophy  were  at  that         ^  Wtria,  toL  ii.,  ElemenU,  roL  i 

period  accepted,  was  i>aTid  Home ;  and  pp.  181,  447. 
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exhibiting  ^  nmbram  aliqnam  et  recessmn,  quo  magis  id  quod 
erit  illumiiiatum,  eztare  atque  eminere  videatur/'  Stewart's 
mode  of  dealing  with  philosophical  questions  being,  however, 
more  distinguished  by  amplitude  of  range  and  fulness  of  detail, 
than  severity  or  depth  of  analysis,  is  naturally  unfavoimible  to 
condensed  and  highly  forcible  composition.  His  writing  flows 
fireely  and  without  break,  not  however  with  the  concentrated 
force  of  the  impetuous  current,  but  rather  with  the  measured 
and  stately  motion  of  the  wide  stream,  whose  ample  volume 
bears  along  the  contributions  of  many  lands.  It  must  also  be 
admitted,  that  the  prodigality  of  illustration,  the  number  of 
historical  and  classical  references,  and  the  strong  tendency  to 
note  the  practical  bearings  of  abstract  views,  frequently  inter- 
fere with  the  progress  of  philosophical  discussion ;  marring  the 
unity  of  the  whole,  and,  like  too  many  side  lights,  distracting 
the  attention  from  the  principal  object. 

The  discussion  on  the  Use  and  Abuse  of  general  principles 
in  Politics,^  a£fords  a  fine  specimen  of  Mr.  Stewart's  style 
and  general  powers.  From  a  small  beginning,  he  gradually 
rises  from  point  to  point  of  comprehensiveness,  until,  warm- 
ing and  expanding  with  the  developing  magnitude  of  his 
theme,  he  completes  a  delineation  of  the  past  history  and  friture 
prospects  of  the  race,  in  which  intelled;  and  imagination  go 
harmoniously  hand  in  hand ;  the  former  lending  force  and 
breadth,  the  latter  grace,  illumination,  and  finish  to  the  picture. 
Mr.  Stewart's  infiuence  as  a  writer  on  the  general  mind  of  his 
time,  was  analogous  to  that  which  he  exercised  in  his  class- 
room, rather  general  and  practical  than  purely  speculative ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  philosophical,  especially  moral 
and  assthetical  principles,  are  most  potent  as  springs  of  action, 
and  most  widely  infiuential,  when  imagination  and  emotion  con- 
cur in  lending  grace  and  ardour  to  their  enforcement 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  has  given  the  following  detailed,  and, 
on  the  whole,  discriminating  estimate  of  Mr.  Stewart's  general 
manner  as  a  writer  :—**  Amidst  excellencies  of  the  highest 
order,  his  writings,  it  must  be  confessed,  leave  some  room  for 

^  Warbtf  Tol.  ii.,  ElemerUif  vol.  i.  diap.  it.  sect.  yiii. 
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criticism.  He  took  precautions  against  offence  to  the  feelings 
of  his  contemporaries,  more  anxious  and  frequent  than  the 
impatient  searcher  for  truth  may  deem  necessary.  For  the 
sake  of  promoting  the  &vourable  reception  of  philosophy  itself, 
he  studies  perhaps  too  visibly  to  avoid  whatever  niiight  raise 
up  prejudices  against  it.  His  gratitude  and  native  modesty 
dictated  a  superabundant  care  in  softening  and  excusing  his 
dissent  from  those  who  had  been  his  own  instructors,  or  who 
were  the  objects  of  general  reverence.  Exposed  by  his  station, 
both  to  the  assaults  of  political  prejudice,  and  to  the  religious 
animosities  of  a  country  where  a  few  sceptics  attacked  the 
slumbering  zeal  of  a  Calvinistic  people,  it  would  have  been 
wonderful  if  he  had  not  betrayed  more  wariness  than  would 
have  been  necessary  or  becoming  in  a  very  different  position. 
The  frilness  of  his  literature  seduced  him  too  much  into  multi- 

• 

plied  illustrations.  Too  many  of  the  expedients  happily  used 
to  allure  the  young  may  imnecessarily  swell  his  volumes. 
Perhaps  a  successive  publication  in  separate  parts  made  him 
more  voluminous  than  he  would  have  been  if  the  whole  had 
been  at  once  before  his  eyes.  A  peculiar  susceptibiUly  and 
delicacy  of  taste  produced  forms  of  expression,  in  themselves 
extremely  beautiful,  but  of  which  the  habitual  use  is  not  easily 
reconcilable  with  the  condensation  desirable  in  works  necessarily 
so  extensive.  If,  however,  it  must  be  owned  that  the  caution 
incident  to  his  temper.  Ids  feelings,  his  philosophy,  and  his 
station,  has  somewhat  lengthened  his  composition,  it  is  not 
less  true,  that  some  of  the  same  circumstances  have  contributed 
towards  those  peculiar  beauties  which  place  him  at  the  head  of 
the  most  adorned  writers  on  philosophy  in  our  language. 

^^  Few  writers  rise  with  more  grace  from  a  plain  groundwork 
to  the  passages  which  require  greater  animation  or  embellish- 
ment. He  gives  to  narrative,  according  to  the  precept  of 
Bacon,  the  colour  of  the  time,  by  a  selection  of  happy  expres- 
sions from  original  writers.  Among  the  secret  arts  by  which 
he  diffuses  elegance  over  his  diction,  may  be  remarked  the  skill 
which,  by  deepening  or  brightening  a  shade  in  a  secondary 
term,  by  opening  partial  or  preparatoiy  glimpses  of  a  thought 
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to  be  afterwards  unfolded,  anobservedly  heightens  the  import 
of  a  word,  and  gives  it  a  new  meaning,  without  any  offence 
against  old  use.  It  is  in  this  manner  that  philosophical 
originality  may  be  reconciled  to  purity  and  stability  of  speech, 
— ^that  we  may  avoid  new  terms,  which  are  the  easy  resource 
of  the  unskilful  or  the  indolent,  and  often  a  characteristic  mark 
of  writers  who  love  their  laDguage  too  little  to  feel  its  peculiar 
excellencies,  or  to  study  the  art  of  calling  forth  its  powers. 

'^He  reminds  us  not  unfrequently  of  the  character  given  by 
Cicero  to  one  of  his  contemporaries,  ^who  expressed  refined 
and  abstruse  thought  in  soft  and  transparent  diction/  His 
writings  are  a  proof  that  the  mild  sentiments  have  their 
eloquence  as  well  as  the  vehement  passions.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  name  works  in  which  so  much  refined  philosophy 
is  joined  with  so  fine  a  fancy, — ^so  much  elegant  literature,  with 
such  a  delicate  perception  of  the  distingaishing  excellencies  of 
great  writers,  and  with  an  estimate  in  gcDcral  so  just  of  the 
services  rendered  to  knowledge  by  a  succession  of  philosophers. 
They  are  pervaded  by  a  philosophical  benevolence,  which  keeps 
up  the  ardour  of  his  genius,  without  disturbing  the  serenity  of 
his  mind, — ^which  is  felt  in  his  reverence  for  knowledge,  in  the 
generosily  of  his  praise,  and  in  the  tenderness  of  his  censure. 
It  is  still  more  sensible  in  the  general  tone  with  which  he  relates 
the  successful  progress  of  the  human  understanding  among 
many  formidable  enemies.  Those  readers  are  not  to  be  envied 
who  limit  their  admiration  to  particular  parts,  or  to  excellen- 
cies merely  literary,  without  being  warmed  by  the  glow  of  that 
honest  triumph  in  the  advancement  of  knowledge,  and  of  that 
assured  &ith  in  the  final  prevalence  of  truth  and  justice,  which 
breathe  through  every  page  of  them,  and  give  the  unity  and 
dignity  of  a  moral  purpose  to  the  whole  of  these  classical  works. 

^^  He  has  often  quoted  poetical  passages,  of  which  some  throw 
much  light  on  our  mental  operations.  If  he  sometimes  prized 
the  moral  commonplaces  of  Thomson,  and  the  speculative 
fancy  of  Akenside  more  highly  than  the  higher  poetry  of  their 
betters,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  metaphysician 
and  the  moralist  should  sometimes  prevail  over  the  lover  of 
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poetiy.  His  natural  sensibility  was  perhaps  occasionally 
cramped  by  the  cold  criticism  of  an  unpoetical  age ;  and  some 
of  his  remarks  may  be  thought  to  indicate  a  more  constant 
and  exclusive  regard  to  diction,  than  is  agreeable  to  the  ^en 
of  a  generation  who  have  been  trained  by  tremendous  events 
to  a  passion  for  daring  inventions,  and  to  an  irregular  enthu- 
dasm,  impatient  of  minute  elegances  and  refinement  Many 
of  those  beauties  which  his  generous  criticism  delighted  to 
magnify  in  the  works  of  his  contemporaries,  have  already  faded 
under  the  scorching  rays  of  a  fiercer  sun."^ 

In  1793  Mr.  Stewart  read  before  the  Boyal  Society  his  Account 
of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Adam  Smith.  It  was  published  in 
tiie  third  volume  of  the  Tranaactiona  o/tJie  Society.  The  fourth 
section  of  the  Memoir  contains  a  general  account  of  the  Inquiry 
into  the  Nature  and  Causes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations.  Btewarf s 
general  approval  of  the  doctrines  of  Smith,  and  his  undisguised 
leaning  to  liberal  political  opinions,  taken  in  connexion  with  his 
acknowledged  influence  over  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  made  him, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  the  object  of  suspicion  and  distrust  in 
a  time  so  jealous  and  despotic.  The  following  correspondence 
affords  some  insight  into  the  state  of  political  feeling  in  Scot- 
land towards  the  close  of  last  centuiy.  The  chapter  to  which 
reference  is  made  is  that  on  the  Use  and  Abuse  of  General 
Principles  in  Politics.^  On  the  back  of  one  of  the  letters  there 
occur,  in  Mrs.  Stewart's  handwriting,  the  following  words: 
— ^^  Scotland  in  the  1794.  From  two  persons  who  were  at 
least  three  evenings  in  the  week  in  our  house.*^ 

LoBD  Craiq'  to  Mb.  Stewabt. 

EDnrBUBGH,  16th  Februarjf  1794. 

Sifi, — ^In   consequence  of  our   late  conversation,  I   have 

^  Diaaiation  on  the  Progren  of        *  Lord  Craig  was  the  official  dengna- 
EthicoL  Philomjpky,  pp.  888-890.  tion  of  William  Craig,  one  of  the  Loidfl 


ofSeaaion.  He  was  an  oooairional  oontri- 
'  Works,  Tol.  ii.,  Elements,  toL  i.      butor  to  the  Mirror  and  Lovmger,    He 


chap.  IT.  sect.  yiiL  p.  219,  note  (1802) ;  died  in  1818. — (Bnmton  and  Haig*8 
Cf.  Worke,  toL  x.,  lAft  of  Smith,  aect  8mator$  of  the  (JoUege  of  JwHAoe, 
17.  p.  58,  note,  and  Note  G,  p.  87.  p.  64a) 
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mentioned  the  subject  to  my  friend,  who  occasioned  that  con- 
versation, in  the  manner  yon  wished,  as  nearly  as  I  conld.  I  am 
persuaded,  as  indeed  I  was  when  I  saw  you,  that  there  has  been 
no  improper  interference  of  any  kind  by  any  third  person.  My 
own  opinion  I  have  ahready  given.  Without  being  able  to  give 
precisely  the  words  of  the  gentleman  whom  it  was  your  wish  I 
should  speak  to,  I  find  his  impressions  are  of  the  following 
nature.  That  when  he  first  read  a  certain  chapter  in  a  certain 
book,  he  considered  it  as  an  attempt  to  introduce  the  opinions 
of  some  late  philosophers  into  Great  Britain,  and  what  was 
still  more,  to  point  a  practical  application  of  them  to  the 
Political  Institutions  and  (Government  of  this  country.  That 
even  allowing  the  principles  in  that  chapter,  however  erroneous, 
to  have  been  written  with  the  most  innocent  intention  at  the 
time,  that  after  the  massacres  in  Fiance,  and  the  dreadful 
actings  such  principles  had  produced,  and  after  the  conse- 
quences of  them  had  been  expressed  in  such  horrible  and 
bloody  characters,  it  could  not  only  not  be  innocent  to  maintain 
those  opinions,  but  that  that  conduct  could  not  be  innocent 
which  did  not  disavow  them ;  and  endeavour  to  correct  their 
pernicious  operation  in  the  most  explicit  manner.  He  added, 
and  I  believe  I  now  give  pretty  correctly  his  words,  ^'  that  the 
inwmpha  of  phUoaophy  and  reaaoUy  daily  exhibited  in  France, 
ought  to  have  satis6ed  every  thinkiDg  and  every  virtuous  man 
of  the  danger  of  unhinging  established  institutions,  even  though 
such  institutions  should  appear,  when  considered  abstractedly  in 
the  closet,  to  be  less  perfect  than  the  theories  of  speculative  and 
ingenious  men.  Having  read  the  chapter  alluded  to,  after  the 
massacre  of  Paris,  he  fiattered  himself  from  the  high  opinion  he 
entertained  of  your  character,  that  you  would  embrace  tiie 
earliest  opportunity  of  retracting  in  an  open  and  manly  manner, 
every  sentiment  you  had  ever  entertained,  and  every  word  you 
had  ever  uttered,  in  favour  of  doctrines  which  had  led  to  so  giant 
a  mischief;  and  above  all,  he  trusted  that  you  would  have  exerted 
all  your  talents,  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  our  youth,  a  love 
and  a  veneration  for  the  British  constitution,  upon  the  preser- 
vation of  which  it  is  now  too  evident,  that  not  the  public  welfare 
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alone,  but  the  safety  and  happiness  of  every  individual  in  his 
litUe  domestic  circle  necessarily  depends.  Disappointed  in  those 
hopes,  and  knowing  with  absolute  certainty  that  there  exists  at 
this  moment  a  party  among  us,  who  wait  only  for  a  favourable 
opportunily  to  repeat  here  the  same  scenes  of  horror  which 
have  been  acted  in  France,  be  owns  that  he  cannot  esteem  any 
man,  be  his  talents  what  they  may,  who  in  any  shape  whatever 
gives  the  smallest  countenance  to  opinions  which,  in  these 
timeSy  and  under  the  drcumstances  in  which  we  are  now  unhap- 
pily placed,  tend  directly  to  destroy  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
society,  and  to  deprive  us  of  everything  that  is  valuable  and 
dear  to  us  in  life.'' 

I  have  thus  given  the  result  of  this  conversation  on  a  subject, 
which,  I  said  to  you,  and  I  now  most  feelingly  repeat  it,  has 
given  me  much  vexation. 

I  have  received  the  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Mr. 
Smith,  for  which  I  thank  you. — ^I  am,  Bir,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Will.  Craiq. 

Mb.  Btxwabt  to  Lobd  Craig. 

Stbwabivibld,  20<&  FAmary  1794. 

My  Lobd, — ^I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  return  you 
my  thanks  for  tl\e  trouble  you  have  taken  in  consequence  of 
our  last  conversation.  Lord  Abercromby^  has  now  satisfied 
me  in  a  manner  sufficiently  explicit,  that  I  was  not  mistaken 
in  what  I  had  suspected,  of  a  change  in  his  sentiments  with 
respect  to  ma  Becollecting,  as  I  did,  the  obligation  he  had 
laid  me  under  by  the  friendly  dispositions  he  had  formerly 
discovered  towards  Mr.  Cranstoun,^  I  felt  an  uneasiness  from 
this  apprehension  which  I  cannot  express ;  and  I  dreaded  that 
some  misrepresentations  had  led  him  to  believe  that  I  did  not 
retain  a  suitable  sense  of  his  kindness.     The  circumstances 

stated  in  your  letter  gratify  me,  at  least  in  one  respect,  by 

• 

^  Abercrombj  was,    like   his  fxiend  WorH  and  Lounger^  and  a  oontribntor 

Craigi  a  Lord  of  Session.  He  was  a  son  to  those  periodicals. — ^Haig's  CoUege  qf 

of  AbercTombj  of  Tnlliebod j.    He  was  JuiticCf  p.  540l 
one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Mtrror^         *  Mr.  Stewart's  brother-in-law. 
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the  evidence  they  a£ford  me,  that  it  is  not  in  consequence  of 
anything  in  my  conduct  which  personally  i^arded  Lord  Aber- 
cromby,  that  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  esteem. 

With  respect  to  my  writings,  they  are  now  before  the  world, 
and  I  must  abide  by  the  consequences.  That  I  differed  widely 
from  some  of  my  friends,  in  rejoicing  at  the  prospect  of  an  ex- 
tension of  our  own  political  happiness  to  other  nations,  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  acknowledge ;  but  the  chapter  your  Lordship  alludes 
to  bears  ample  testimony  in  my  &vour,  that  even  in  the  most 
despotic  governments  of  Europe,  I  was  aware  of  the  mischiefs 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  spirit  of  innovation,  and  from  sudden 
changes  in  established  institutions.  If  I  have  dwelt  long  on 
the  expediency  of  a  slow  and  gradual  accommodation  of  laws 
to  the  varying  circumstances  of  a  people,  it  was  not  from  a 
wish  to  encourage  political  discussions  among  the  multitude, 
but  from  an  anxious  desire  to  prevent  tiie  danger  of  such  an 
evil  In  one  very  strong  fact  I  have  much  ground  of  satisfiEtc- 
tion,  that  while  my  book  has  received  the  approbation  of  many 
of  the  most  respectable  men  in  both  parts  of  the  island,  no 
reference  has  been  made  to  my  opinions  (so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn),  by  any  of  the  inflanunatory  writers  of  the  times. 
As  soon  as  I  understood  that  the  scope  of  some  of  my  observa- 
tions had  been  mistaken  by  a  few  whose  characters  I  respect, 
I  was  anxious  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  such  misap- 
prehension, by  the  remarks  I  have  introduced  in  pages  57  and 
58  of  my  account  of  Mr.  Smith.^  Mr.  Mackenzie  knows  that 
it  was  entirely  owing  to  Mr.  Gadell  that  this  account  was  not 
published  more  than  a  twelvemonth  ago. 

I  have  expressed  myself  strongly  on  the  merits  of  the  first 
Economists,  most  of  whom  are  long  since  dead,  and  whose 
speculations  certainly  had  no  more  connexion  with  forms  of 
government,  than  those  in  Mr.  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations; 
but  as  to  the  French  philosophers  in  general,  and  the  tendency  of 
their  sceptical  doctrines  to  corrupt  the  morals,  and  to  poison 
the  happiness  of  mankind,  your  Lordship  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  acknowledge  that  I  opposed  them  with  zeal,  at  a  time  when 

»  Sect.  IT. 
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the  professioD  of  soepticism  was  not  quite  bo  nn&shiQiiable  as  it 
is  at  present  Whoever  may  be  called  upon  to  retract  their 
former  admiration  of  these  principles  (which  have  indeed  led  to 
agrtan^mtkAte/)  loertainljamnotamongthenmnber.  Ishall 
ever  regret  that  I  dishonoured  some  of  my  pages  by  mentioning 
i  with  respect  the  name  of  Condorcet ;  but  when  my  papers  were 
sent  to  the  press^  he  was  quite  unknown  in  any  public  capacity, 
and  he  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the  most  respectable  men  in 
Europe.  The  passage^  I  have  quoted  from  him  (considered  in 
its  reference  to  the  old  French  Government)  breathes  a  spirit 
of  moderation,  which,  if  it  had  proceeded  from  any  other  pen, 
would  be  read  not  only  without  censure,  but  with  high  appro- 
bation. It  is  for  this  passage  alone  I  am  responsible,  and  not  for 
anything  else  in  his  writings — ^&rless  in  his  subsequent  conduct 
I  shall  only  add,  that  ever  since  I  was  Professor  of  Moral 
Philosophy,  I  have  concluded  my  course  with  a  set  of  Lectures 
on  the  English  Constitution,  the  peculiar  excdlendes  of  which 
I  have  always  enlarged  upon  in  the  warmest  and  most  enthu- 
siastic terms.  In  treating  of  this  subject^  I  have  been  so 
uniformly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  my 
situation,  that  among  all  the  interesting  questions  which  have, 
during  the  last  nine  years*  divided  our  political  parties,  I  have 
never  introduced  the  slightest  reference  to  any  of  them  except- 
ing in  the  single  instance  of  the  African  trade,  on  which  I 
formerly  expressed  myself  with  some  warmth ; — and  even  these 
expressions  I  dropped  .frx>m  my  course,  as  soon  as  it  became 
matter  of  popular  discussion.  Of  the  utility  of  my  labours  as 
an  instructor  of  youth,  it  does  not  become  me  to  judge,  but  I 
may  be  allowed  to  ^ay,  that  I  have  long  enjoyed,  and  that  I 
continue  to  enjoy,  every  testimony  of  approbation  which  the 
public  can  give. 

I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  for  troubling  you  with  these 
details.  I  have  no  view  in  stating  them  to  court  the  friendship 
of  any  man — but*to  do  justice  to  myself.  Your  Lordship  has 
had  some  knowledge  of  my  habits  in  private  life,  and  I  believe 
are  satisfied  that  my  litOe  domestic  circle  gives  me  as  deep 

1  Warka,  toL  ii.  p.  887 ;  Cf.  Note  M,  p.  4SS. 
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an  interest  in  the  tranquillitj  of  my  ooontry  as  any  individual 
can  possess,  however  elevated  his  station. — I  am,  my  Lord,  your 
most  humble  servant,  Duqald  Stswabt. 

In  1796,  Mr.  Stewart  read  before  the  Royal  Society  lais  Account 
of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  his  friend  Principal  Robertson  ;^ 
and  in  18Q2,  his  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  o/Beid. 

Mr.  Stewart,  notwithstanding  his  marked  aversion  to  public 
controversy,  was  led  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  what  is  known 
as  the  Leslie  Case,  which  conmienced  early  in  1805.  Besides  Mr. 
Stewart,  this  case  called  into  the  field  as  controversial  writers, 
among  others,  his  friends  Professor  Playfair  and  Dr.  Thomas 
Brown.  Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  John,  Leslie,  then  recently  known 
to  the  world  by  his  Ikqperimental  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and 
Propagation  of  Heat  (1804),  appeared  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Chair  of  Mathematics  in  the  University,  rendered  vacant  by 
the  transference  of  Mr.  Playfair  to  that  of  Natural  Philoso- 
phy. Leslie's  most  formidable  opponent  was  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Macknight,  one  of  the  city  clergymen, — a  respectable  mathe- 
matician, but  one  whose  scientific  attainments  could  not  for  a 
moment  stand  before  those  of  his  competitor.  Macknight  was 
the  nominee  of  a  section  of  his  co-presbyters,  who  were  be- 
lieved to  have  long  cherished  the  scheme  of  conjoining  the 
Professorships  of  the  University,  theological  and  literary,  with 
the  City  Church  livings ;  and  thus,  in  sober  earnest,  making 
the  Metropolitan  University  a  mere  appendage  to  the  parochial 
and  ministerial  duties  of  a  single  Presbytery  of  the  ChurcL 

The  ground  on  which  the  Presbytery  chiefly  relied  in  their 
opposition  to  Leslie  was  a  note  appended  to  his  Inquiryj  in 
which  it  was  alleged  that  he  had  imezclusively  adopted  Hume's 
doctrine  of  Causation,  and  therefore  become  responsible,  in  the 

^  Beferring  to  BoberUonU  lAft^  he  are,  however,  I  hope,  a  few  good  pas- 
writes  to  Mr.  Alison,  1797: — "I  wish  sages  in  it,  which  may  perhaps  save 
much  for  an  opportunity  of  reading  it  the  rest,  and  although  it  is  not  so  mnch 
to  joa  before  it  g^oes  to  press.  I  hate  to  my  taste  as  my  accoont  of  Adam 
biography,  and  scarcely  know  whose  Smith,  I  shoold  not  be  sutprised  if  it 
life  I  would  not  rather  have  written  were  better  reoexred  by  the  public.** 
than  Dr.  Bobertson*s.     .    .    .    There 
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widest  sense,  for  the  results  of  Hume's  speculations.    The  note 
is  as  follows : — 

**  Mr.  Hume  is  the  first,  as  far  as  I  know,  who  has  treated 
causation  in  a  truly  philosophical  'manner.  His  Essay  on 
Necessary  Conneanon  seems  a  model  of  dear  and  accurate 
reasoning.  But  it  was  only  wanted  to  dispel  the  cloud  of 
mystery  which  had  so  long  darkened  that  important  subject. 
The  unsophisticated  sentiments  of  mankind  fure  in  perfect 
unison  with  the  deductions  of  logic,  and  imply  nothing  more 
at  bottom,  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect,  than  a  constant 
and  invariable  sequence.  This  will  distinctly  appear  from  a 
critical  examination  of  language,  that  great  and  durable  monu- 
ment of  human  thought."^  Leslie's  defence  of  this  note  in  his 
letter  to  Dr.  Hunter,  Professor  of  Divinity,  is,  that  ^  the  note 
in  question  considers  the  relation  between  cause  and  effect 
entirely  as  an  object  of  physical  examination,  being  only  a 
more  full  illustration  of  the  reasonings  in  the  texf 

The  Presbytery  claimed  the  right  of  guiding  and  regulating 
the  decision  of  the  Town-Council  (the  patrons),  in  regard  to  the 
fitness  of  candidates  for  University  chairs ;  and,  founding  on 
this  privilege  of  avisamentum^  as  it  was  called,  they  forwarded 
to  the  Council  a  statement  detailing  the  grounds  of  their  op- 
position to  the  appointment  of  Leslie,  and  protesting  against 
his  election.  Notwithstanding  the  strenuous  hostility  of  the 
Presbytery,  the  Town-Council,  to  their  honour,  boldly  elected 
Leslie  to  the  vacant  chair.  His  clerical  opponents  were  not, 
however^  to  be  thus  baffled.  The  matter  was  brought  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  before  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and 
Tweeddale,  the  next  higher  Church  Court ;  and  by  the  Synod 
it  was  referred  to  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  or  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Church. 

In  the  interval  between  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  and  that 
of  the  Gteneral  Assembly,  attempts  were  industriously  made,  in 
the  newspapers  and  otherwise,  to  prejudice  the  public  mind 
against  Leslie,  by  putting  the  worst  construction  on  the  note 
regarding  causation.    It  was  with  a  view  to  vindicate  the 

^  Es^perimenUd  Inqidryj  &o^  Note  xti.  ■ 
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character  of  his  •fiiend  from  these  aspersions,  as  well  as  in 
consideration  of  the  leading  philosophical  principle,  and  lofty 
public  ioterest,  involved  in  the  controversy,  that  Mr.  Stewart 
published  his  first  pamphlet  on  the  subject^  The  Statement  of 
Facts,  as  it  was  entitled,  though  very  hastily  written,  is  remark- 
able for  its  ability  and  clearness.  It  was  published  a  few  days 
before  the  meeting  of  Assembly.  After  giving  a  narrative  of  the 
course  of  procedure  in  the  case,  Mr.  Stewart  adopts  and  defends 
the  doctrine  of  causation,  approved  by  Leslie,  as  applied  to 
phyaical  sequences;  and  seeks  to  show  by  a  historical  array 
of  opinions,  that  the  doctrine  in  this  restriction  was  by  no 
means  new  to  Hume,  and  that  it  is  not  only  theologically 
innocuous,  but  the  only  safe  opinion. 

The  question,  then,  as  stated  by  Leslie  and  his  friends, 
though  the  language  of  the  note  is  certainly  too  unqualified, 
regarded  not  the  general  subject  of  the  nature  of  the  causal 
judgment^  but  the  narrower  point  as  to  what  \b  the  object  of 
physical  or  scientific  investigation.  This,  Leslie  and  Stewart 
contend,  is  simply  invariable  sequence,  or  those  phsBnomena 
which  stand  to  each  other  in  an  unvarying  relation  of  ante- 
cedence and  consequence.  Hume  had  identified  this  relation 
with  that  of  causality,  thereby  throwing  out  of  the  notion 
of  cause  all  that  is  proper  and  distinctive.  All  that  LesUe 
desired  to  be  hdd  as  contending  for,  was  simply  that  in 
physicisd  investigation  what  we  ought  to  seek, — what  we  can 
truly  find, — ^is  not  the  causality  or  efficiency  of  the  ante- 
cedent, but  the  uniformly  recurring  phsBuomenal  antece- 
dent itself— that  which  is  observed  invariably  to  accompany 
the  consequent  or  e£fect.  This  restriction  of  the  province  of 
physical  science  is  by  no  means  hostile  to  an  adequate  doctrine 


*  A  Short  Statement  oftcme  import- 
anifatiU  rdalioe  to  tho  late  JEleetion  of 
a  Mathematieai  Profe$9or  in  the  Uni- 
ffenity  ofBdmbwrgh,  aocompanied  with 
Origkud  Bapen  and  OriUedl  Bemarka, 
67  Profmsor  Dagald  Stewart  Edin- 
baiglu  180&  Pp.  102,  with  Appendix. 
The  Statement  contains  a  Teiymasterljr 


letter   to    the  Lord  ProvoBt,  by  Mr. 
Stewart's  friend,  Profeseor  Flayfair. 

In  December  of  the  same  year,  ap- 
peared B)tt§eript  to  Statement  of  Facts, 
with  Appendix  of  Documents,  contain- 
ing a  brief  notice  of  strictures  made  on 
the  first  pamphlet 
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of  Causality,  and  leaves  the  question  as  to  the  true  nature  of 
the  causal  judgment  quite  untouched.  Mr.  Stewart's  doctrine 
on  this  point,  long  previously  published,  goes  considerably 
beyond  what  is  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Leslie's  position. 
For,  besides  restricting  physical  science  to  an  inquiry  into 
essential  phsBUomenal  antecedents,  Mr.  Stewart  denies  that  a 
material  antecedent  is  possessed  of  power  or  efficiency,  hold- 
ing that  this  is  an  attribute  of  mind  or  intelligence  alone. 
We  must,  therefore,  in  every  case  of  physical  sequence,  go 
beyond  the  terms  observed,  if  we  would  reach  the  power  or 
causality  actually  operating  the  effect.  It  is  easily  seen  how 
closely  such  a  doctrine  borders  on  the  old  theory  of  Occasional 
Causes,  so  far  as  the  whole  class  of  physical  sequences  is  con- 
cerned.^ 

Mr.  Leslie  was  supported  by  the  party  in  the  Church  known 
as  the  Evangdicaly  with  certain  of  whose  doctrinal  opinions  in 
theology  the  theory  of  causation  he  espoused  might  be  readily 
made  to  harmonise.  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  who  occupied  a  pro- 
minent place  in  the  coundls  of  the  party,  brought  the  case 
before  the  Assembly  in  the  form  of  a  Complaint  against  the 
Beference  from  the  Synod.  After  an  animated  debate  of  two 
days,  ftirther  proceedings  against  Mr.  Leslie  were  stayed,  by 
the  decision  of  the  Assembly  to  sustain  the  Complaint.  The 
vote  stood  96  to  84^ 

The  Leslie  Case,  as  indeed  any  question  of  interest  brought 
before  the  British  public  between  the  years  1789  and  1814, 
gave  rise  to  violent  political  feeling,  and  much  personal  irri- 
tation. Some  passages  in  the  Leslie  Pamphlets,  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  case,  show  that  Mr.  Stewart  was 
capable  of  indignation  which  was  submitted  to  little  control, 
when  injustice  appeared  to  him  to  be  offered  to  a  friend ; 
especially  when,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  lofty  general  interests  were  imperilled  by  the 

1  For  6t6wart*8  doctrbe  of  Caiuality,  reUttive  to  ihe  EledHUm  cfMr,  LetUe  to 

aee  Workt,  vols.  ii.  iii.,  SlemenU,  toI.  i.  ihe  PrqfiBuonhp  of  Matkmnatiei.    In 

pp.  97,  476-479;  Vol.  ii.  pp.  280,  248,  twoTolfl.8vo.  Edinburgh,  1806.  Sdm^ 

889^91.  hurgh  Setnmo,  vol.  vii.  No.  18,  Art.  yn. 

*  liwtSj  EutoriealandFkaosopkiedl,  Ck)ckbnni*s  Memoridli,  p.  196. 
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competitioii  of  narrow  and  sordid  aims.  He  was  a  member 
of  Assembly  on  the  occasion,  being  returned  as  representa- 
tive elder  for  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  He  made  a  short 
speech  towards  the  close  of  the  discussion,  which,  according  to 
Gockbum,  "  he  meant  to  have  been  longer,  but  inexperience  of 
such  rough  scenes  made  him  too  plain  in  his  indignation,  and  he 
was  called  to  order  and  sat  down ;  not,  however,  until  he  had 
delivered  a  few  long-remembered  sentences  in  a  very  fine  spirit 
of  scorn  and  eloquence."^  Though  Mr.  Stewart  took  a  very 
lively  interest  in  all  important  public  questions,  the  present 
passing  lapse  into  strong  expression  of  feeling,  was  in  contrast 
both  with  his  habitual  courtesy  and  self-command,  and  with 
that  general  course  of  considerate  language  and  conduct,  which 
enabled  him  to  acquire  an  d  retain  the  friendship  of  many  leading 
men,  on  both  sides  of  the  party  questions,  throughout  a  period 
certainly  of  unusual  political  violence. 

The  Whig  parly,  on  their  accession  to  power  in  1806,  some 
of  the  rising  members  of  which  had  been  pupils  of  Mr.  Stewart, 
resolved  to  indicate  their  sense  of  the  services  he  had  rendered 
to  philosophy  and  educatioD,  by  appointing  him  to  an  office, 
the  duties  of  which  were  merely  nominal,  entitled  the  Writer- 
ship  of  the  ^tn^ur^A  Ocuette.  The  salary  attached  to  the  ap- 
pointment was  £300  a  year.  This  office  he  held  during  life, 
and  it  was  continued  to  his  family  for  some  years  after  his 
death.  It  was  felt  at  the  time  by  some  of  Mr.  Stewart's  fiiends 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  associate  with  a  public  office,  which 
was  almost  a  sinecure,  the  name  of  a  man  whose  personal 
merits  and  public  services  were  so  eminent  as  to  warrant  their 
direct  acknowledgment 

Mr.  Stewart  spent  the  greater  portion  of  the  summer  of  this 
year  in  Paris,  with  Lord  Lauderdale.  It  was  at  his  Lordship's 
request  that  Mr.  Stewart  accompanied  him  as  a  friend,  when 
he  undertook  negotiations  for  peace  on  this  important  occasion. 
But  whether,  or  to  what  extent,  he  may  have  consulted  Mr. 

^  Memorialt,  p.  200.  See  Beport  qf  burgh,  1805.  The  Leslie  Case  is  re- 
Broeeeding$in  Oenercd  A$Bemhly  in  the  ferred  to  hy  Mr.  Stewart,  Appendix  A, 
eoie  €f  FrqfB89or  LeiUCy  p.  179.    £dix>-      Letter  XII.,  infra,  p.  cuxriii. 
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Stewart  in  r^ard  to  his  oommanications  with  the  French 
GhyYemmenty  is  not  known,  and  probably  there  now  ezuto  no 
means  of  ascertaining.  The  mission  with  which  his  Lordship 
was  diai^ged,  having  fiiiled,  Mr.  Stewart  left  Paris  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  October.  He  had  at  this  time  the  opportonity  of  re- 
newing his  acquaintance  with  many  of  the  eminent  men  whom 
he  had  met  in  the  French  capital^  before  and  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Bevolntion. 

Mr.  Stewart's  health,  which  had  been  rather  precarions  for 
some  years,  received  a  severe  blow  firom  the  death  of  his  second 
son,  George,  in  1809.  He  was  unable  to  lecture  during  a 
great  part  of  session  1809-10.  Dr.  Thomas  Brown,  at  his 
request,  acted  as  his  substitute.  Mr.  Stewart  finally  with- 
drew from  active  professorial  duty  at  the  end  of  this  session. 
^^  Stewart's  retirement,"  says  Lord  Cockbum,  ^  made  a  deep  and 
melancholy  impression.  We  could  scarcely  bring  ourselves  to 
believe  that  that  voice  was  to  be  heard  no  more.  The  going 
down  of  such  a  luminaiy  cast  a  foreboding  gloom  over  the 
friends  of  mental  philosophy,  and  deprived  the  college  it  had 
so  adorned,  of  its  purest  light''^ 

Dr.  Brown  was  appointed  conjoint  Professor  of  Moral 
Philosophy,  Mr.  Stewart's  name  still  remaining  in  the  commis- 
sion. Mr.  Stewart  used  all  his  influence  to  secure  Brown's 
appointment,  even  submitting  personally  to  canvass  the  mem» 
bers  of  Council  in  his  behalf 

Brown  occupied  the  diair  of  Moral  Philosophy  from  1810  to 
1820.  His  career  as  a  lecturer  was  brilliant.  But,  as  the 
event  has  proved,  his  talents  were  of  a  kind  more  fitted  to  pro- 
duce among  contemporaries  a  dazzling  lustre,  than  to  leave 
lasting  results,  or  secure  permanent  renown.  The  hyperbolical 
laudation  lavished  by  indiscriminating  panegyrists  on  Brown's 
speculative  qualifications,  has  contributed  to  obscure  his  real 
merits.  With  all  his  subtiety,  ingenuity,  fancy,  and  taste — 
and  these  qualities  he  undoubtedly  possessed  in  a  high  degree 
— he  lacked  breadth  and  robustness  of  mind,  as  well  as  the 
higher  kind  of  analytical  insight.    He  has  probably  less  of  the 

>  Mmonali,  p.  250. 
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disthgiiUhmg  peculiarides  of  the  national  intellect  than  any 
other  of  our  Scottish  thinkerei  His  prevailing  tendency,  as 
Stewart  has  remarked,  is  in  the  direction  of  over-refinement 
and  false  simplification— springmg  in  great  measure  from  a 
restless  desire  of  new,  startling,  and  splendid  resnlts.  This 
habit  of  mind  interfered  with  calmness,  impartiality,  and  cir- 
cumspection in  the  preliminary  but  essential  part  of  the  work 
of  a  theorist  in  mental  science,  viz.,  observation  of  phsBnomena. 
There  are  indeed  few  thinkers  whose  view  of  phasnomena^  when 
this  is  adduced  as  the  basis  of  a  theory,  is  to  be  received  with 
more  caution  than  that  of  Brown.  His  speculative  theories 
are  very  much  the  product  of  an  ingenious  intellect  that  sets 
itself  to  assort  facts  in  accordance  with  a  ruling  hypothesis.^ 

The  course  of  Brown's  thinking  on  several  important  funda- 
mental points,  both  in  Psychology  and  Metaphysics,  is  in  direct 
antagonism  to  the  results  of  Beid  and  Stewart.  His  identifica- 
tion of  consciousness  with  feeling,  and  of  physical  with  efficient 
cause, — his  virtual  abolition  of  the  distinction  between  percep- 
tion and  sensation,  and  between  the  primary  and  secondary 
qualities  of  matter,  and  consequently  of  the  doctrine  of  an  intui- 
tive perception — ^his  confusion  of  will  and  desire,  and  his  theory 
of  simple  and  relative  suggestion  as  a  sufficient  statement  of  the 
inteUectualor  cognitive  element  in  human  consciousness— indi- 
cate a  retrograde  tendency  in  Philosophy.  Brown,  by  an  in- 
tellect which  was  prodigal  of  refinements  and  pointed  subtleties, 
and  by  a  fancy  in  the  fine  lights  of  which  even  his  least  satisfac- 
tory analyses  win  a  temporary  acceptance  ; — ^but  especially  by 
a  skilful  tracking  and  delineation  of  the  hidden  workings  of 
human  feeling — ^in  which  the  refiex  of  his  own  individuality 
is  conspicuous — ^turned  aside,  in  some  degree,  the  course  of 
speculation  in  Scotland,  from  the  channel  in  which  it  had  begun 
to  fiow.  But  he  failed  in  permanently  giving  it  an  opposite 
direction  ;  and  his  writings  are  now  more  generally  regarded  as 

^  This  character  of  Brown^s  phikflo-  ing  hutj  coEqwation  and  punctual  de- 
pUcal  writiDgB  may  prohablj  be  traced,  IWeiy ;  and,  in  part,  to  a  phjaical  con- 
in  party  to  the  droumatancea  in  which  atitntion  alwajrs  feeble  and  excitable, 
many  of  them  were  nndertakeo,  imply* 
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flimply  a  brilliant  qoBode  ia  the  ooiine  of  the  phil^^ 

ing  of  the  oentaiy,  which  has  followed  an  eadier  and  more 

powerfol  impnlae.^ 

From  the  year  1809  until  the  ckwe  of  hia  life,  Mr.  Stewart 
lired,  in  compaiatiTe  retiiementyatKinneil  Houae^  Linlithgow- 
ahiie^  which  was  generoody  jdaced  at  his  aervioe  bj  hia  fiiend 
the  late  Dokeof  Hamilton.  Kinnefl  ia  about  twenty  miles 
west  from  Edinburgh.  Embowered  amid  stately  trees,  com- 
manding to  the  north  and  west  a  view  of  long  ranges  of  the 
Highland  hills,  and  situated  on  the  stKures  of  the  Firth  of 
Forth,  whose  ample  waters  flowing  from  west  to  east,  cany  the 
eye  forwards  into  seemingly  boundless  distance  the  baronial 
numaion  of  Einneil  was  a  very  fiiYourite  reddenoe  of  Mr. 
Stewart  His  retirement  was  almost  exdusiydy  devoted  to 
maturing  and  arranging  the  philosophical  labours  of  his  pre- 
vious life, — his  reflective  activity  being  interrupted  only  by 
friendly  intercourse,  and  the  caUs  of  those  strangos  whom  the 
lustre  of  his  name  led  to  paya  passing  visit  at  T^nnml  Hence- 
forward Mr.  Stewart's  life  is  even  more  than  usually  devoid  of 
any  incident  of  outward  interest^  and  is  to  be  read  in  the  writings 
which  he  gave  in  succession  to  the  world.  From  Einneil  were 
dated,  in  1810,  the  PhOoaaphical  Essays;^  in  1813  (but  only 


^  Dr.  Brown's  Uogimpher,  in  m  note 
to  the  abridgment  of  his  lAfs  prefixed 
to  the  Xeehwngi  (p.  zxx),  seeks  to  fasten 
on  Mr.  Stewart  (whom  however  he  does 
not  name),  some  imspeakshle  degree  of 
moral  oUiqmtf  in  oonnezion  with  his 
estimate  of  Blown — In  fiuit,  a  maUdoos 
attempt  to  depreciate  Brown's  fiune. 
The  whole  charge  rests  on  a  note  ap- 
pended to  the  third  Tolome  of  the 
iSSknenCt.  *»Mi  relatiTe  nassam  in  the 
tezt»  which  i^ipeaied  after  the  lAfo  of 
Bfown.  The  note  certainly  does  not 
rate  highly  Brown's  philosophical  talent, 
nor  the  specolatiYe  resolts  which  he 
reached ;  for  Hr.  Stewart,  while  recog- 
nising his  generd  ability,  holds  him  to 
haTo  been  deficient  in  certain  fimda- 
mental  qualifications  of  the  speonlatiTe 


thinker,  and  is,  of  coarse,  fa  from  ap- 
proring  Brown's  doctrines,  seebg  these 
are,  in  general,  precisely  the  re?ene  of 
his  own.  Those  points,  bowerer,  are 
sorely  legitimate  groonds  for  difEsrenoe 
ofopnion.  Mr.  Stewarts  previoos  iesti- 
monieo  to  Brown's  Qhaiacter  and  talents 
contain  nothing  inconastent  witb  the 
statements  he  finally  made.  Even  if 
they  did,  they  were  made  before  the 
pabHcation  of  Brown's  Ladtmrmj  oonse- 
qnently  before  matmals  for  a  final 
estimate  were  presented.  In  all  this 
there  is  obviously  no  groond  for  a  moral 
chaige ;  unless,  indeed,  it  be  a  crime  to 
express  an  esthnwte  of  Brown  as  a 
philosopher,  which  happens  to  foU  short 
of  that  formed  by  his  biogimpher. 
*  The   BdiMopkiod  Bna^  were 
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published  ia  1814)^  the  second  volume  of  the  ElemerUs ;  ia 
1815,  the  First,  and  in  1821,  the  Second  part  of  the  Diasertor 
tion;'^  in  1826  (but  only  published  in  1827),  the  third  volume 
of  the  Elements;  and  in  1828,  a  few  weeks  before  his  death,  the 
Philoeophy  of  the  Active  and  Moral  Powers?  The  last  men- 
tioned work,  with  the  relative  part  of  the  Outlinea,  embody 
the  results  of  his  properly  ethical  speculations.' 

Dr.  Brown  died  at  an  early  age,  in  April  1820.  His  death 
left  Mr.  Stewart  sole  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy,  and 
thus  rendered  the  appointment  of  a  colleague  or  successor 
necessary.  Mr.  Stewart  was  naturally  exceedingly  solicitous 
that  the  chair  should  be  suitably  filled.  He  did  not  imme- 
diately resign  the  professorship,  and  there  was  even  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  some  that  he  would  again  attempt  a  course  of 
lectures.    His  advanced  age  and  the  state  of  his  health  rendered 


tnuulated,  in  part,  intoFrencli  by  Haret, 
in  182S,  with  the  title,  EuoSm  PkOoso- 
phique$  tvr  lei  Sytthmea  de  Locht^ 
Berkeley^  PriuUeyi  Home  Tooke,  tra- 
dmiipar  HurtL    1828,  1  toI.  8vo. 

^TransUted  into  French— .Hiitoira 
Abrig4e  de»  ScUtieei  MHapkjfnquetf 
depuu  la  Bnunuomce  du  Lettm  en 
Europe.  TradtuHion  par  J,  Buekon. 
1823,  8  Tolf.  STOb  Mr.  Stewart  refers 
to  his  labooii  in  connexion  with  the 
second  part  of  the  Diaertation  in  the 
following  letter  to  M.  Pi^Toet,  1816  :— 

"Since  I  had  last  the  pleasore  of 
writing  to  jon,  I  ha^e  been  m  con- 
Btuntlj  oocnpied  as  my  health  and 
spirits  would  permit,  with  the  sequel  of 
my  Dieeertatum,  m  task  for  the  execu- 
tion of  which  I  consider  myself  as,  in 
some  measure,  pledged  to  the  public, 
and  which,  in  eaee  ofaeeidenttf  I  am 
anxious  to  bring  to  a  dose  with  all 
possible  expedition.  If  I  had  foreseen 
all  the  labour  it  was  to  cost  me,  and  the 
complete  interruption  it  was  to  gire  to 
my  other  porsmtB,  I  should  scarcely 
hare  undertaken  it.  Instead  of  follow- 
ing out  my  own  speculations,  I  have 
been  forced  to  turn  orer  a  multitude  of 


books,  which  I  had  rery  littie  curiosity 
to  open  again,  and  which,  in  my  present 
retreat  (about  twenty  miles  from  Edin- 
buigh),  I  can  seldom  command  at  the 
moment  when  I  wish  to  consult  them. 
I  haTe  howcTer  made  consideraUe  pro- 
gress, and  am  in  hopes  that  as  I  ap- 
proach nearer  to  our  own  times,  my 
subject  will  gain  some  additional  inter- 
est with  the  great  mass  of  readers." 

*  Translated  into  French— PltZoso- 
phie  dee  FaeuUii  AeUvee  ei  Mordlee  de 
rSommef  traduUe  par  MM,  Simom  et 
Buret.   Paris,  1884. 

'  Among  Mr.  Stewart's  writings,  the 
paper  read  by  him  before  the  Boyal 
Society  of  Edinburgh  (published  in  the 
TraneaeUontf  toL  vii.  p.  1),  giving  an 
account  of  James  Mitchell,  bom  deaf 
and  blind,  is  worthy  of  special  notice, 
both  from  the  great  interest  which  he 
manifested  in  the  case,  as  a  subject  of 
philosophical  inyestigation,  and  the 
benevolent,  though  unsuccessful,  efforts 
which  he  made,  in  order  to  place  Mit- 
chell under  a  regular  course  of  educa- 
tion, suited  to  his  circumstances.  The 
case  is  fully  detailed  in  the  third  volume 
.  of  the  Elemenis,  p.  800,  et  eeq. 
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this  impossible.    He  eventually  tendered  his  resignation  on  the 
20th  June  1820. 

An  expectation  was  entertained  that  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
before  whom  the  claims  of  all  other  candidates  were  waived, 
would  accept  the  offer  of  the  chair.  But  this  proved  ground- 
less. Mr.  Stewart  gave  his  cordial  support,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  his  friend  Mr.  Macvey  Napier,  already  known  to  the  world 
of  letters,  by  his  able  essay  on  the  Scope  and  Influence  of  the 
Philosophical  Writinga  of  Bacons  and  then  editor  of  the  Sup- 
plement  to  (he  EncydopcBdia  Britannica,  Mr.  Napier,  how- 
ever, withdrew  from  the  contest  at  an  early  period.  There 
were  now  but  two  principal  candidates  in  the  field.  The 
one  was  John  WUson,  then  in  his  youthful  prime,  and  already 
known  to  the  world  by  the  first-fruits  of  a  genius  which  proved 
itself  highly  versatile,  and  was  prodigal  of  its  riches, — ^but 
hardly  fitted  to  wreathe  with  his  other  laurels  those  gathered 
on  the  heights  of  speculation.  The  other  was  Sir  William 
Hamilton — bearing  the  repute  of  a  career  at  Oxford  among 
the  most  remarkable  on  record — whose  marvellous  specu- 
lative genius,  though  destined  at  a  later  period  to  become  one 
of  the  greatest  powers  of  the  age,  was  as  yet  only  very  par- 
tially appreciated  even  by  the  reflective  few, — his  lofty  ideal  of 
excellence,  and  profound  analytical  insight,  probably  acting 
as  checks  on  its  early  display, — but  already  versed  in  all  sub- 
tleties, and  laden  with  stores  from  regions  of  knowledge  where 
no  compeer  had  been. 

Mr.  Stewart,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Napier,  gave  his 
warm  support  to  the  latter  of  those  candidates.  The  appoint- 
ment was,  however,  conferred  on  Mr.  Wilson,  by  a  large  ma- 
jority ;  the  vote  being  21  to  9. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  h^hly  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Town-Council,  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  business  con- 
nected with  the  election  of  the  new  professor.  The  following 
letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  James  Gibson,  W.S.,  afterwards  Sir 
James  Gibson-Craig,  Bart,^  is  interesting,  both  from  its  general 
reference  to  the  matter  of  the  election,  and  its  bearing  on  one 

1  Commimicated  by  his  son,  James  T.  Giboon-Craig,  Esq. 
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whose  Dame  was  afterwards  to  cast  so  great  a  lustre  on  the 
Universityy  from  an  appropriate  sphere  in  which  he  was  mean- 
while excluded : — 

KiHVEiL  HousB,  12(&  May  1820. 

Mt  dear  Sib, — ^I  am  truly  sorry  to  learn  that  there  is  now 
so  very  little  probability  that  Mackintosh  will  accept  of  the 
vacant  professorship.  For  this,  however,  I  was  in  some  mea- 
sure prepared,  as  I  was  never  very  sanguine  in  my  hopes 
(whatever  his  own  wishes  might  be)  that  his  political  friends 
would  consent  to  such  a  measure.  I  must  own  that  I  was  not 
equally  prepared  for  the  sequel  of  your  letter,  having  always 
flattered  myself  with  the  idea,  that  in  the  event  of  his  retiring 
from  the  field,  the  choice  of  the  Patrons  of  the  University 
would,  in  the  next  instance,  have  fallen  on  Sir  William  Hamil- 
ton. It  is  but  very  lately  that  I  have  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  that  gentleman,  so  that  I  can  scarcely  speak  of  his  merits 
from  my  own  knowledge ;  but  all  I  have  seen  of  him  confirms 
the  very  high  character  which  I  have  heard,  from  the  best 
authority,  he  bore  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  as  a  man  of 
uncommon  learning  and  talents.  What  weighs  with  me  still 
more  on  this  occasion,  is  the  strong  testimonies  I  have  received 
from  some  of  hb  private  friends  (above  all  from  Lord  Archi- 
bald Hamilton),  in  favour  both  of  hb  abilities  and  of  hb  worth. 
It  b  therefore  with  the  sincerest  regret  that  I  can  o£fer  nothing 
but  unavailing  wbhes  for  his  success.  As  to  my  coming  to 
Edinbui^h  at  present,  and  waiting  on  any  of  the  magistrates,  it 
is  a  step  which  nothing  can  induce  me  to  submit  to.  If  my 
opinion  and  advice  be  wanted,  the  Patrons  of  the  University 
know  where  I  am  to  be  found ;  and,  everything  considered,  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  application  should  rather  come 
from  them  to  me  than  from  me  to  them.  In  the  course  of  my 
conversation  with  Mr.  Trotter  about  Macvey  Napier,  I  told 
him  decidedly,  that  whoever  my  successor  might  be,  I  was  re- 
solved that  my  name  should  not  remain  in  the  new  Commis- 
sion ;  a  circumstance  which  may  help  to  account  for  the  quali- 
fied language  which  I  understand  from  your  letter  is  now  held 
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by  the  chief  magistrate.  It  was  very  contrary  to  my  own  feel- 
ings that  my  name  was  inserted  in  the  Commission  formerly 
given  to  my  friend  Dr.  Brown ;  and  if  anything  was  wanting 
to  convince  me  of  the  propriety  of  my  judgment  at  that  time, 
the  painful  anxiety  I  have  felt  since  the  present  vacancy  took 
place  is  more  than  sufficient  to  warn  me  against  a  repetition 
of  the  same  error. 

If  the  accounts  that  have  reached  me,  of  the  very  high  influ* 
ence  which  has  been  already  employed  in  support  of  a  particular 
candidate  be  not  incorrect,  I  am  fully  persuaded  of  the  necessity 
of  yielding  calmly  to  what  we  cannot  prevent.  Let  the  respon- 
sibility rest  with  those  who  have  taken  an  active  share  in  the 
business.  As  for  myself,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  tlxat, 
at  my  time  of  life,  I  should  engage  in  a  fruitless  struggle  with 
our  political  rulers  in  both  parts  of  the  island.  While  I  re- 
mained in  the  University,  I  spared  no  pains  to  support,  to  the 
best  of  my  abilities,  the  reputation  of  the  Chair  which  I  filled 
for  so  many  years ;  and  since  I  left  it,  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  I  have  given  abundant  proofs  of  the  deep  interest  which  I 
take  in  its  honour  and  prosperity. 

Some  of  my  friends  still  continue  to  urge  me  to  give 
another  Course  of  Lectures  myself ;  and,  although  I  am  very 
doubtful  whether  I  shall  have  courage  for  so  laborious  an  un- 
dertaking, I  do  not  mean,  till  my  mind  is  more  completely 
made  up,  to  put  it  absolutely  out  of  my  power  by  a  hasty  re- 
signation. If  the  office  were  likely  to  be  given  to  a  person  of 
whose  fitness  to  fill  it  I  was  perfectly  assured,  I  would  not 
stand  one  moment  in  his  way.  But  in  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  I  feel  it  to  be  a  duly  to  give  public  opinion 
full  time  to  produce  its  effect ;  and  of  this  interval  I  trust  that 
the  best  use  will  be  made  by  those  who  have  the  interests  of 
the  Universiiy  sincerely  at  heart.^ — ^I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
yours  most  truly,  Dugald  Stbwabt. 

^  The  opinion  here  expressed  hj  Mr.  certainly  suffer  no  modification  from  the 

Stewart,  both  in  regard  to  the  grounds  mAnner,  whatever  that  might  be,  in 

of  Mr.  Wilson's  appointment,  and  the  which   his    successor  discharged   the 

merits  of  a  defeated  candidate,  would  duties  of  the   Chair.     At  the  same 


DUGALD  STSWABT. 


Ixxxvii 


In  JaDoary  1822,  Mr.  Stewart  was  struck  with  paralysis.  The 
attack  considerably  afiected  his  power  of  utterance,  and  deprived 
him  of  the  use  of  his  right  hand,  and  for  a  time  quite  unfitted 
him  for  study.  ^'  The  malady/'  says  his  son,  ^'  which  broke  his 
health  and  constitution  for  the  rest  of  his  existence,  happily 
impaired  neither  any  of  the  faculties  of  his  mind,  nor  the 
characteristic  vigour  and  activity  of  his  understanding,  which 
enabled  him  to  rise  superior  to  the  misfortune.  As  soon  as  his 
health  was  sufficiently  re-established,  he  continued  to  pursue 
his  studies  with  his  wonted  assiduity,  to  prepare  his  works  for 
the  press,  with  the  assistance  of  his  daughter  as  an  amanuensis, 
and  to  avail  himself  with  cheerful  and  unabated  reUsh  of  all 
the  sources  of  gratification  which  it  was  still  within  his  power 
to  enjoy — exhibiting,  among  some  of  the  heaviest  infirmities 
incident  to  age,  an  admirable  example  of  the  serene  sunset  of  a 
well-spent  life  of  classical  elegance  and  refinement,  so  beauti- 
fully imagined  by  Cicero :  '  Quiete,  et  pure,  et  eleganter  actaa 
SBtatis,  placida  ac  lenis  senectus.'" 

Mrs.  Stewart,  in  a  letter  to  her  husband's  friend,  M.  Prevost 
of  Gleneva,  in  1824,  gives  the  following  account  of  Mr.  Stewart's 
health  and  occupation  at  that  period : — 

^^  Mr.  Stewart  employs  me  (for  the  state  of  his  health  pre- 
vents him  firom  using  his  own  pen),  to  return  you  his  best 
thanks  for  your  kind  and  welcome  letter.  It  gives  him  always 
much  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  health  and  happiness,  and  still 
more,  to  hear  it  from  yourself.  He  regrets  sincerely  that  you 
and  he  should  be  so  near,  and  yet  cannot  meet ;  but  the  idea 
of  your  domestic  felicity,  in  the  bosom  of  your  family,  and  in 
your  son's  house,  gives  him  real  delight  I  am  thankful  to  say, 
Mr.  Stewart's  health  is  as  good  as,  after  the  severe  attack  he 


time,  it  shoiild  be  observed,  tb«t  Mr. 
Stewart  waa  not  at  this  period  aware  of 
the  versatility  of  Mr.  Wilson's  talents,  nor 
of  the  estimation  in  which  his  own  writ- 
ings were  held  by  him.  And,  whatever 
variety  of  opinion  may  exist  regarding 
the  speculative  qnalificationB  of  the  im- 
mediate sncoessor  of  Stewart  and  Brown, 


no  pnpil  can  forget  the  varied  accomplish- 
ments of  genius,  by  which,  as  a  lecturer 
on  Morals,  he  was  distinguished  ;  the 
power,  pathos,  and  eloquence,  by  which 
he  swayed  at  will  an  auditory  of  ad- 
miring students;  and,  above  all,  the 
lofty,  generous,  and  kindly  nature  of 
the  man. 
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had  more  than  three  years  ago,  we  could  possibly  hope.  He 
suffers  no  pain,  his  spirits  are  uniformly  cheerful,  and  his  mind 
as  acute  as  ever.  He  walks  between  two  and  three  hours  every 
day ;  and,  in  fact,  except  a  difficulty  of  speech,  and  a  tremor 
in  his  hand  when  he  attempts  writing,  no  symptoms  of 
paralytic  affection  remain.  He  is  forbidden  severe  study  by 
his  medical  friends  ;  but  he  amuses  himself  with  reading  on 
his  fistvourite  pursuits,  and  with  the  classics." 

Mr.  Stewart  died  in  Edinburgh,  (in  the  house  No.  5  Ainslie 
Place,  where  he  and  Mrs.  Stewart  were  on  a  visit  to  their  friend, 
Mrs.  Lindsay,)  on  the  11th  June  1828,  after  a  brief  illness  and 
fresh  shock  of  paralysis.  He  had  but  a  few  weeks  before 
his  death,  given  to  the  world  his  PhUoaophy  of  the  Active  and 
Moral  Powers — a  work  affording  ample  proof  that  neither 
age  nor  infirmity  had  damped  the  ardour  of  his  spirit,  or 
dimmed  the  clearness  of  his  intellectual  vision.  He  was  buried 
in  the  iaxojXj  vanity  on  the  west  side  of  the  churchyard  of 
Canongate,  not  far  from  the  grave  of  Adam  Smith,  leaving,  like 
him,  to  coming  generations  of  his  countrymen,  a  name  which 
they  will  not  let  die,  so  long  as  they  continue  to  respect  intellect 
and  virtue,  or  to  honour  a  life  spent  in  the  noblest  uses,  and 
unsullied  by  a  single  sordid  aim. 

Shortly  after  Mr.  Stewart's  death,  a  meeting  of  his  friends 
and  admirers  was  held  in  Edinburgh,  at  which  the  Lord  Chief- 
Commissioner  (Adam)  presided.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  this  meeting,  that  the  classical  monument  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Calton  Hill,  by  the  late  Mr.  Flayfiur,  was 
erected  to  his  memory. 
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CHAPTEB  IV. 

The  Method  and  Scope  of  the  Philosophy  of  Beid  and  Stewart— Its  two  jcm**! 
contrasts,  with  a  purely  Formal  Metaphysics,  and  with  an  Empirical  Theory  of 
Human  Knowledge.^ 


The  Philosophy  of  Beid  and  Stewart  owes  its  distinctive 
character  mainly  to  the  Method  of  inquiry  which  they  adopt 
By  the  validiiy'and  genuine  application  of  their  mode  of  in- 
vestigation^ the  results  reached  by  them  fall  to  be  tested. 
This  Method  is  the  Inductive,  and  may  be  generally  said  to  be 
applied,  in  Scottish  speculation,  to  the  matter  of  human  expe- 
rience. The  aim  of  Beid  and  Stewart,  as  purely  speculative^ 
leads  them,  of  course,  to  throw  out  of  the  scope  of  their  special 
investigation,  phenomena,  known  as  materidl,  in  their  various 
kinds,  or  as  these  form  the  objects  of  physical  science.  This 
branch  of  science  considers  those  phsBnomena,  as  they  re- 
semble, and  differ  from,  each  other.  Of  these  agreements  and 
differences,  speculative  philosophy  takes  no  account    At  the 


^  For  an  able,  dear,  and  compre- 
heosive  reriew  of  the  Philosophy  of 
Beid  and  Stewart,  see  the  Introduc- 
tion prefixed  by  M.  Jonffirqy  to  his 
translation  of  the  works  of  Beid : 
(Euvret  OompliUM  de  Thomas  Beid, 
ehef  de  VEoole  EGOMeaUe,  pvhlUei  par 
M.  TK  Jov^frcy,  anec  dee  Fragmente 
de  M.  Boyer-CoUardf  et  une  Introduo- 
tUm  de  VEdUeur,  torn.  i.  Paris,  1836. 
With  his  Introduction  to  the  Works  of 
Beid,  should  be  compared  the  Preface 
prefixed  by  M.  Jouffioy  to  his  transla- 


tion of  Mr  Stewart^s  OuOinee;  Paris, 
1826.  M.  Gramier  has  giTcn  an  able 
summsry  of  the  doctrines  of  Beid,  in 
his  OriHque  de  la  FhUoeophie  deTkamae 
Beid,  Paris,  1840.  The  Fkiloeopkie 
Eeoeeaiee  of  M.  Victor  Cousin  (third 
Edition  ;  Paris,  1857)  is,  I  need  hardly 
say,  eminently  worthy  of  attention. 
The  edition  of  Beid*8  Works,  by  Sir  W. 
Hamilton  (1846),  and  the  DiaoiteeUme 
on  PhUaeophy,  by  the  same  author, 
contain  the  latest  development  of  Scot- 
tish speculation. 
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most,  material  phsBnomena  are  regarded  by  it  merely  as  a  certain 
kind  of  existence,  contradistinguished  from  other  forms  of  being. 
One  main  problem  of  speculation  is,  of  course,  to  determine 
the  character  of  material  existence,  and  to  vindicate  the  theoiy 
of  matter  on  which  it  proceeds.  But  the  sphere  within  which 
Beid  and  Stewart  primarily  and  distinctively  apply  the  method 
of  induction,  is  that  of  the  mlyect  of  Knowledge,  Feeling,  and 
Will,  or  of  Consciousness  in  its  various  manifestations.  They 
thus  seek  to  build  up  the  science  of  Miad,  or  Psychology  proper, 
by  a  method  analogous  to  that  through  which  is  obtdned  a 
knowledge  of  Matter  in  its  varied  phsBUomena ;  and  to  deter- 
mine what  we  can  know  of  existence  in  general,  or  to  constitute 
the  science  of  Metaphysics  proper,  by  the  analysis  of  the  character 
and  essential  conditions  of  those  powers  of  knowledge  by  which  we 
are  placed  in  relation  with  objects.  Their  doctrines^ — whether 
relating  simply  to  the  phssnomena  of  the  subject  ci  conscious- 
ness, as  such,  that  is,  psychological,  or  to  the  various  kinds  of 
existence  that  fall  under  human  knowledge,  that  is,  metaphy- 
sical,— are  ultimately  based  on  Observation  and  Analysis  of 
Experience,  in  its  different  forms  and  essential  elements.  The 
central  object  in  Scottish  speculation  is  thus  Human  Con- 
sciousness ;  and  the  validity  of  its  doctrines  regarding  Being 
is  made  to  depend  on  the  accuracy  with  which  it  represents  the 
deliverances  of  consciousness,  in  its  various  relations  to  exist- 
ence. Attempts  have,  however,  been  made  since,  as  well  as 
before,  the  time  of  Beid  and  Stewart,  to  establish  Philosophy 
on  grounds  thought  to  be  higher  and  more  enduring  than  those 
for  which  they  contend*  On  these  efforts  it  is  necessary  to 
make  some  remarks. 

The  philosophy  of  Beid  and  Stewart  is  distinguished  from 
an  Absolute  Science  of  Being,  or  Ontology,  by  the  character 
of  its  method;  for  all  purely  ontological  speculation  is  de- 
ductive, not  inductive ;  professing  to  determine  what  exist- 
ence is,  or  rather  must  be,  through  demonstration  fix)m  some 
notion,  in  which  its  fundamental  condition  is  alleged  to  be  con- 
tamed.  Scottish  speculation,  on  the  contrary,  trusting  merely 
to  observation  and  analysis  of  the  object  and  conditions  of  our 
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actual  knowledge,  accepts  certain  deliverances  of  conscionsness 
as  ultimate,  without  seeking  to  comprehend  how  the  existence 
which  is  thus  revealed  appears  in  knowledge  ;  and,  recognising 
partial  revelations  of  Being  in  limitations  of  knowledge,  essays 
only  &ithfully  to  declare  the  character  of  those  facta  beyond 
which  human  knowledge  cannot  rise.  The  determination  of 
what  existence  there  is,  in  so  far  as  this  is  regarded  as  possible 
by  us,  is  accomplished  not  through  notions  as  a  deduction,  but 
through  a  direct  consciousness  of  the  real  itself.  Determinate 
existence  is  a  primary  and  immediate  datum  of  knowledge,  not 
a  secondary  and  derivative  result  All  the  existence  which  we 
can  reach  is  either  what  thus  appears  directly  in  knowledge,  or 
is  involved  in  the  reality  immediately  apprehended  as  its  essen- 
tial condition. 

Speculative  Ontology,  strictly  speaking,  is  of  two  grand 
kinds,  as  it  founds  on  the  determinatey  or  on  the  indeixrminaJte^ 
of  knowledge  or  existence.  In  the  former  case,  the  problem  is 
to  show  that  the  notion  or  principle  placed  in  the  foreground  of 
the  system  contains  the  essential  condition  of  universal  know- 
ledge and  absolute  existence.  In  the  latter,  the  problem  is  to 
show,  abstracting  from  all  experience  of  what  knowledge  or 
existence  is,  how  the  particular  or  determinate,  as  known  and 
existent,  issues  legitimately  from  the  indeterminate,  or  abso- 
lutely general  Having  established  the  condition  of  being  in 
general,  a  purely  abstract  ontologist  proceeds  to  evolve,  by  de- 
monstration, as  in  mathematics,  the  various  special  formn  ot 
existence,  as  these  are  given  in  the  various  necessary  forms  ot 
human  knowledge.  The  grand  difficulty  on  a  scheme  so  pre- 
tentious is,  of  course,  the  starting-point  Here,  emphatically, 
ce  fiest  que  le  premier  pas  qui  coute. 

A  speculative  Ontology  of  the  less  abstract  kind,  or  one 
grounded  on  determinate  data,  discovered  by  observation,  as 
principles  of  real  existence,  generally  essays  to  vindicate  as 
absolute  either  one  or  more  of  the  necessary  laws  of  the 
human  intelligence.  M.  Cousin,  for  example,  while  concurring 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Scottish  school,  as  to  the  origin  of 
certain  fundamental  notions  of  the  human  intelligence,  is  at 
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variaDce  with  its  teachings  in  regard  to  their  character  and 
sphere^  and  seeks  to  vindicate  to  man,  in  those  notions,  more 
than  a  relative  knowledge  of  existence.  The  difiference  between 
the  Scottish  school  and  M.  Cousin,  is  chiefly  with  regard 
to  the  import  of  certain  necessary  laws  of  knowledge  and 
belief.  While  this  school  maintains  the  truth  of  the  laws  of 
Substance  and  Phsenomenon,  Cause  and  Effect,  within  the 
sphere  of  our  knowledge,  it  refuses  to  identify  them  with  the 
conditions  of  universal  knowledge  and  of  absolute  existence. 
These  laws,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  Beid  and  Stewart, 
convey  to  us  a  knowledge  of  reality  as  it  exists  in  relation 
to  our  faculties;  and,  consequently,  a  knowledge  essentially 
partial  and  inadequate.  But  we  have  no  ground,  according  to 
them,  for  identifying  even  the  essential  modes  of  our  knowledge 
with  the  necessary  laws  of  all  intelligence,  or  for  elevating  the 
forms  of  human  knowledge  to  the  rank  of  conditions,  without 
which  existence  is  impossibla  M.  Cousin  affirms  the  non- 
reality  and  impossibility  of  being-in-itself,  meaning  purely  in- 
determinate existence, — substance  without  qualities.^  On  this 
point,  neither  Beid  nor  Stewart  can  fairly  be  said  to  dogmatise. 
They  content  themselves  with  asserting  that  such  existence 
does  not  come  within  the  sphere  of  human  knowledge ;  and  is 
therefore  for  us  as  nothing.  M.  Cousin,  however,  appears  to 
venture  a  step  further  ;  and,  besides  denying  the  possibility  of 
indeterminate  being  as  thus  explained,  he  seems  to  restrict 
Being  not  only  to  the  determinate,  but  to  the  determinate  of 
human  consdousness.  The  laws  of  Substance  and  Phsdno- 
menon,  Cause  and  Effect,  are  regarded  by  him,  not  only  as 
true  and  valid  for  us,  but  as  impersonaly  and  consequently  as 
the  conditions  of  knowledge  by  every  intelligence,  human  or 
divine.  These  are,  in  his  view,  the  essential  modes  both  of  the 
divine  knowledge  and  existence.  The  laws  of  our  Beason  are 
thus  made  convertible  with  the  conditions  of  Absolute  Bealily, 
instead  of  being  regarded  simply  as  the  modes  or  limitations 
under  which  existence  is  revealed  to  us.    This  is,  doubtless,  to 

*  For  a  passage  beariDg  directly  on  the  text,  see  PkUoiophie  Eoo9$aiu,  II"* 
Le^on,  p.  45  (3d  Edit.) 
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arrogate  to  man  a  higher  speculative  knowledge  than  either 
Beid  or  Stewart  would  allow. 

Deity  is  thus,  on  the  doctrine  of  M.  Cousin,  positively  known 
by  u&  We  know  Him  as  He  is,  in  knowing  the  laws  of  our 
Reason,  viz.,  substance  and  phsBnomenon,  cause  and  effect. 
We  can  mark  and  define  His  being  in  its  esseuce,  although 
we  caunot  tell  the  full  thunder  of  His  power.  Any  manifesta- 
tion of  Him  which  is  given  in  our  experience,  in  the  world 
and  man,  as  finite,  necessarily  falls  short  of  what  is  possible 
and  adequate  to  infinite  attribute&  We,  as  finite,  cannot,  more- 
over, fully  comprehend  an  infinity  of  manifestations.  At  no 
point  of  time  is  an  infinite  power  of  manifestation  completed  ; 
and,  therefore,  it  can  never  be  fully  and  definitely  arrested  by 
human  comprehension.  But  our  ignorance  of  Deity  is  only 
of  a  part  of  His  phsBnomenal  manifestations.  We  know  God 
positively,  in  His  essence,  or  in  Himself.  We  are  necessarily 
ignorant  only  of  the  sum  of  His  possible  acts  or  manifestation& 

The  result  of  M.  Cousin's  doctrine,  which  thus  identifies  the 
laws  of  our  Beason  with  the  conditions  of  absolute  existence,  is 
simply  the  lowering  of  Absolute  Being  to  the  rank  of  the  Bela- 
tive,  and  the  relative  to  Human  Intelligence.  Man  is,  in  a  sense, 
constituted  the  measure  of  the  universe  and  of  God ;  and  all 
reality  has  its  law  assigned  in  the  ultimate  conditions  of  human 
consciousness.  The  doctrine  of  the  Impersonality  of  Beason, 
tested  by  the  consequences  to  which  it  legitimately  leads,  affords 
its  own  disproof.  The  necessary  result  of  the  assumption,  being 
the  identification  of  the  Infinite  with  the  Finite,  and  the  Abso- 
lute with  the  Belative,is  sufficient  evidence  that  by  the  laws  of 
our  Beason,  we  cannot  reach  Absolute  Being.  Of  God,  Mind, 
and  Matter,  we  have,  in  these  laws,  a  knowledge  essentially 
partial  and  inadequate,  because  only  under  limit  and  relation.^ 

The  doctrine  of  M.  Cousin,  though  resulting,  when  rigidly 
interpreted,  in  an  inadequate  Ontology,  is  not  to  be  placed  on 
the  same  level  with  a  system  which  founds  purely  on  the  formal 

*  For  a  maaterly  criticinn  of  the  doc-      and  Literature.  PJuloeophy  of  the  Un- 
trioe  of  M.  Conrin,  see  Sir  William      conditioned. 
Hamilton*!  Diecueeiont  on  Plaloeophy 
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laws  of  thought^  and  professes  to  evolve  from  these,  by  demon- 
stration,  all  knowledge,  and  determine  all  realiiy.  In  point  of 
fact^  the  doctrines  of  M.  Cousin  and  the  Scottish  School,  with 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  human 
knowledge,  show  a  much  greater  speculative  than  practical 
divergence ;  for  if  M.  Cousin  lays  down  those  laws  as  strictly 
the  conditions  of  absolute  existence,  the  Scottish  School,  while 
holding  that  they  afford  only  a  partial  revelation  of  Being, 
nevertheless  regards  them  as  true,  proper,  and  sufficient  modes 
of  knowledge.  Those  laws  are  thus  the  forms  of  the  only 
knowledge  which  toe  can  ever  expect  to  reach  of  Beality.  They 
are  therefore  for  i»,  in  all  our  relations  as  intelligent  and 
responsible  beings,  as  the  direct  knowledge  of  the  Absolute 
it8el£  May  not  M.  Cousin's  warm  approval  of  the  method 
and  spirit  of  the  Scottish  School,  especially  in  his  later  works, 
be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  dose  practical  approximation  of  the 
two  seemingly  opposing  theories  ? 

An  Ontology  that  founds  either  on  knowledge  or  existence, 
regarded  as  purely  indeterminate,  has,  of  neoessily,  recourse  to 
the  formal  laws  of  thought,  in  order  to  reach  definite  or  de- 
terminate knowledge  and  being,  especially  to  the  law  of  Con- 
tradictioa  By  the  aid  of  these  laws  alone,  it  seeks  to  evolve 
realily  in  general,  and,  consequently,  the  reality  which  is  an 
object  of  human  consciousness,  as  a  necessary  deduction,  the 
opposite  of  which  involves  a  contradictioa  Its  method  is 
thus  purely  Formal  If  it  be  possible  to  oonfltruct  a  Science 
of.  Being,  or  system  of  Metaphysics,  by  this  method,  the  prin- 
ciple of  investigation  which  characterises  the  philosophy  of 
Beid  and  Stewart^  is  to  be  dismissed  as  useless  and  cumber- 
some. The  two  methods  now  referred  to  are  diametrically 
opposed ;  and  if  the  validity  of  the  Formal  method  can  be 
vindicated,  the  Metaphysical  labours  of  those  philosophers  may 
be  summarily  discarded 

The  purdy  Formal  Method  of  Ontological  speculation  comes 
recommended  by  its  alleged  superiority  to  the  data  of  experi- 
ence, and  its  apparently  perfect  logical  rigour.  It  has  been 
essayed  by  more  than  one  modem  thinker,  both  before  and 
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siDce  the  time  of  Beid.  It  is,  however,  not  difficult  to  show 
that  such  an  attempt  must  lesolt  in  utter  fiedlure,  and  that  a 
purely  Demonstrative  Method  in  Ontology,  or  the  science  of 
real  existence,  is,  ab  initio^  null  and  incompetent 

In  this  countiy,  indeed,  the  Method  in  question  has  been 
long  abandoned,  in  prosecuting  the  science  of  Metaphysics  or 
Philosophy  proper.  It  has  been  for  the  most  part  silently,  and 
quite  correctly,  assumed  that  the  application  of  this  Method 
in  Metaphysics,  with  a  view  to  determine  not  simply  what  we 
cannotj  but  all  that  we  can  and  must  know,  proceeds  on  a 
mistake  in  regard  to  the  character  and  province  of  the  Logical 
LawB.^  These  are  properly  regulative  of  given  matter  of  know- 
ledge ;  and  necessarily  depend  on  definition  for  their  applica- 
tion ;  whereas  the  use  of  them,  in  the  present  case,  proceeds  on 
the  supposition  that  they  are  capable  of  furnishing  matter  of 
knowledge, — determining  what  we  do  and  must  know, — and  that 
their  exercise  is  independent  of  any  given  notion  or  proposition. 
The  only  result  of  this  procedure,  when  carried  out  in  meta- 
physics or  the  science  of  real  existence,  is  not  the  widening  of 
the  bounds  ci  human  knowledge ;  but  its  complete  eviscera- 
tion, in  the  restriction  of  its  sphere  to  the  empty  formulas  of 
identical  propositions.^  For  unless  the  fundamental  principles 
of  human  knowledge,  such  as  the  laws  of  Cause  and  Efifect, 
Substance  and  PhsBuomenon,  are  reducible  to  the  level  of  merely 
analytic  propositions,  they  cannot  flow  from  the  law  of  Contra- 
diction, nor  can  it  afiford  the  guarantee  of  their  truth ;  and 
these  principles  are  allowed,  on  all  hands,  to  be  synthetic,  not 
analytic,  or  purely  identical  propositions.  In  other  words,  the 
notion  conveyed  in  the  one  term,  as  in  Cause,  Substance,  is 


^  Mr.  Stewart  hu  giTen  greater 
attention  to  the  character  of  Philoso- 
phical Method  than  Dr.  Beid.  In  a 
▼alnable  chi^yter  of  the  JSlemenU, 
( Wcrii,  ToL  iiL,  EUmmtSy  toI.  ii.  ch. 
ii.,  Beammng  and  Dedtustum^)  he 
has  pointed  out  the  eaaential  diffisreDce 
between  the  Method  of  investigation, 
which  IB  diiectlj  applicable  to  faeU  of 
retU  exUimoe,  and  the  Demonstrative 


Method,  which  finds  its  appropriate 
sphere  in  Mathematics.  Bee  especially 
of  the  Chapter  now  mentioned,  sect.  3, 
p.  114,  et  $eq.  Compare  WorJu,  tqL  x., 
AooowU  ofjRM,  sect.  2. 

*  For  special  notice  of  the  fallacy  of 
the  Formid  Method  m  Metaphysics,  and 
proof  and  fllnstration  of  the  doctrine 
here  stated,  see  Appendix  C,  IIL — The 
Fonnal  Method  of  Ontology. 
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dififerent  from,  and  an  addition  to,  the  contents  of  the  notion 
Effect,  Phsenomenon.  The  indispensable  condition  on  which 
the  notion  of  Cause,  for  example,  can  be  formally  evolved  from 
that  of  Effect  is  the  absolute  identity,  in  the  first  instance,  of 
these  terms.  Let  a  change  be  given — an  apparent  beginning 
of  existence — ^we  are  able  to  say,  on  the  principle  of  Contradic- 
tion, that  in  the  same  moment  in  which  the  change  occurs  there 
cannot  also  be  no  change.  But  this  principle  does  not  of  itself 
enable  us  to  say  that  this  change  is  caused,  or  related  to  some 
other  existence  by  which  its  reality  is  determined.  It  only 
furnishes  a  warrant  for  the  assertion  that  the  change  is  not  no 
change,  t.6.,  is  itself;  and  unless  what  we  call  the  cause  be 
merely  another  expression  for  the  beginning  of  existence,  which 
is  supposed  or  observed,  we  can  never  say,  on  the  strength  simply 
of  the  formal  or  logical  law,  that  the  change  is  caused.  The 
same  holds  true  of  the  law  of  Substance  and  PhsBUomenoa^  - 


^  8ir  W.  Hanulton  hoa  employed  the 
principles  of  Contradictioin  aDdEzclnded 
Middle  in  his  genesis  of  the  laws  of 
Sabstance  and  Cause.  This  great 
thinker  was,  howerer,  by  no  means 
likely  to  fall  into  the  mistake  here  indi- 
cated, and  rest  those  principles  solely 
on  the  formal  laws  of  thought.  Neither 
of  thoee  laws,  nor  both  oomUned,  are 
supposed  to  a^ord  the  principles  in 
question,  or  to  enable  us  to  pass  from  the 
sphere  of  mere  possibility  to  that  of  fact 
and  reality.  Sir  William  starts,  in  both 
instances,  from  an  alleged/oe^,  for  which 
he  offers  the  guarantee  of  a  defimte.  ex- 
perience. To  take  his  genesis  of  the 
Causal  Judgment:  We  are  unable,  he 
says,  to  realise  the  unconditioned  in  the 
form  of  the  absolutely  commencing. 
Think  a  change  as  absolutely  beginning, 
we  cannot.  But  we  must,  if  unable  to 
think  this  altematiTe,  think  the  change 
as  in  relation  to  something  beyond  it- 
self; for,  by  the  law  of  Excluded  Middle, 
there  is  no  resting-place  for  thought  be- 
tween these  notions,  which  are  contra- 
dictories. Here,  howeyer,  the  latter  pro- 


position is  obviously  not  an  eroliiiion 
merely  from  the  law  of  Excluded  Middle.* 
Without  this  law  we  could  not,  on  the 
theory  in  question,  affinn  this  proposi- 
tion as  the  only  and  necessary  alterna- 
tive. But  its  real  guarantee  or  ground, 
—that  through  which  the  application  of 
the  principle  of  Excluded  Middle  is 
rendered  possible, — ^lies  altogether  be- 
yond the  sphere  of  the  principle,  in  the 
fact  of  our  alleged  impotency  to  com- 
pass the  first-mentioned  altemative  of  an 
absolute  commencement.  The  fonnal 
law  is  here  restricted  to  its  proper  Amo- 
tion. It  is  purely  regulative  and  de- 
pendent. The  question  even  as  to  whe- 
ther the  necessary  alternative — ^that  the 
change  is  related  to  existence  beyond 
itself — is,  besides  a  need  of  iJumf^ 
also  a  law  of  reality,  &lls  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  circumstaiioe  as  to  how 
far  the  frict  of  our  impotency  to  oompass 
the  counter-alternative  is  a  guarantee  of 
its  non-reality ;  for,  mleM  we  are  frilly 
assured,  apart  fitnn  the  law  of  Exdnded 
Middle,  that  the  one  alternative  is  on- 
real,  we  oaonot,  on  the  strength  of  that 


DUaALD  8TEWABT. 


ZOVll 


No  thinker  was  more  fully  aware  of  the  impossibility  of 
evolving  any  law  of  positive  knowledge  out  of  the  mere  fonns 
of  thinking,  or,  as  he  says,  of  reasoning,  than  Hume.  He 
frequently  insists  on  this  impossibility  throughout  that 
masterpiece  of  subtlety,  the  TrecUiae  of  Human  Nature. 
He  has  moreover,  shown  with  great  force  and  deamess, 
the  fisdlacy  of  the  method  in  regard  to  one  of  those  laws,  viz., 
that  of  Cause  and  ^fect  If  the  notions  of  Cause  and  E£Fect 
be  more  than  identical  terms,  or  if  these  be,  to  use  Hume's 
expression,  ^  distinct  ideas,"  all  attempts  to  evolve  the  principles 
from  the  laws  of  thought,  involve  a  petitio  principii.  This 
Hume  has  conclusively  established  in  regard  to  the  demonstra- 
tions of  the  principle  essayed  by  Hobbes,  Clarke,  and  Locke.^ 
Both  Beid^  and  Stewart^  acknowledge  the  conclusiveness  of 
Hume's  reduction ;  and  by  no  lesson  which  the  great  sceptic 
taught,  did  these  thinkers  profit  more  largely. 

It  was  thus  with  true  wisdom,  as  well  as  profound  philoso- 
phical insight,  that  Beid  was  led  to  shun  a  purely  formal 
Method  of  Metaphysical  inquiry,  as  necessarily  barren  of  poa- 
tive  result ;  and  to  found  our  knowledge  and  belief  of  reality 
on  what  he  called  the  Principles  of  Common  Sense.    It  is  by 


prindple,  affirm  the  other  m  a  law  of 
ikimgi.  It  if  of  oonne  itiU  an  open 
qaestion  as  to  whether  the  proposition, 
tiins  attainedi  is  identioal  with  the  judg- 
ment of  Gansality. 

The  principle  of  Gontradiotion  is 
likewise  said  to  guarantee  the  reality 
of  the  phMDomena  of  oonscioiisness 
against  the  soeptioal  doubt  But  the 
principle  in  this  application  has  no 
metaphyncal  significance  more  than 
at  any  other  time.  This  may  be  easily 
e^oed*  To  doabt  whether  yon  are 
consoioos,  is  to  donbt  whether  you 
doubt  To  donbt,  therefore,  of  consoioas- 
ness  is  impossible,  because  such  an  act 
of  donbt  is  self-subrerriTe.  Doubt  im- 
pljying  consciousness,  yon  are  conscious 
while  yon  donbt  Budi  an  act  is  equal 
to  sqring  that  yon  may  not  be  oonsdons 


while  you  are  conscious--thAt  A  may 
not  be  A.  The  act,  as  thus  contradic- 
tory, is  suicidal.  But  how  is  the  act 
known  to  be  contradictory?  Only  by 
knowing  that  doubt  and  conscionsneBS 
are  identical.  This,  howerer,  is  %faa 
of  real  existence,  furnished  by  observa- 
tion to  the  law  of  contradiction,  and 
enabling  it  to  oome  into  operation, — a 
fact,  moreover,  without  which  the  law 
is,  in  the  present  application,  absolutely 
impotent 

^  TrMtiu  of  Human  Nlahare,  yoL  I 
book  i.  sect  2. 

*  jBeUTt  WorJu,  p.  445,  Hamilton's 
edition;  compare  Hamilton's  JDmoim- 
tiom,  p.  617. 

*  Stewart's  Worht,  yoL  i,  DiueriO' 
tioUf  p.  445 ;  compare  ElemenU,  toL 
iL  chap.  iL  sect  8. 
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these  principles  alone  that  we  can  escape  the  idle  round  of 
purely  abstract  and  identical  propositions.  To  suppose  that 
we  can  rise,  by  help  of  the  purely  formal  laws  of  thought,  to 
a  region  above  Experience,  and  that  we  thus  lay  all  knowledge 
and  reality  at  our  feet,  is  simply  to  delude  ourselves  with  the 
dream  that  we  are  sovereign  masters  of  Absolute  Being,  while 
we  are  but  the  slaves  of  our  own  conceits.  The  doctrine  of 
Common  Sense  offers,  indeed,  only  such  knowledge  of  existence 
as  is  possible  under  the  limitation  of  our  faculties,  and  wisely 
refrains  from  attempting  to  carry  a  measuring  line  round  the 
sphere  of  Being.  But  its  principles  convey,  within  their 
proper  limits,  a  valid  and  independent  knowledge  of  what  is. 
They  by  no  means  exhaust  the  sphere  of  reality,  but  they  at 
least  place  us  direoUy  in  that  region.  And  while  the  logical 
laws  fix  those  limits  beyond  which  Existence  becomes  Non- 
Existence,  but  are  unable  of  themselves  to  determine  what  it 
is,  the  principles  of  Common  Sense  reveal  Being,  and  afford 
the  positive  conditions  under  which  it  is  compassable  by  us. 

But  the  Metaphysical  Method  of  Beid  and  Stewart,  while 
opposed  to  the  procedure  of  a  Formal  Ontology,  is  no  less  dis- 
tinguished from  a  purely  Empirical  theory  of  Human  Know- 
ledge. A  brief  illustration  of  this  point  will  show  more  clearly 
the  ground  on  which  the  principles  of  Common  Sense  are  said 
to  be  synthetical,  and  not  simply  analytical  judgments ;  and 
bring  out  more  fully  the  general  scope  of  Scottish  speculation. 

The  philosophical  method  of  Beid  and  Stewart,  though 
Observational  and  Inductive,  must  not  be  supposed  merely  'to 
afford  results  analogous  to  those  reached  by  the  same  process  in 
the  investigation  of  what  are  known  as  material  phasnomena. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  doctrines  which  the  Scottish  School 
teaches  regarding  the  Powers  of  Knowledge,  Feeling,  and  Will, 
are  doubtiess  due  simply  to  observation  and  genersdisation. 
These  are  propsrly  Psychological  conclusions.  They  refer  to 
the  characters  of  the  various  mental  powers  as  compared  with 
each  other — ^their  agreements  and  differences ;  and  the  method 
of  investigation  by  which  we  determine  the  various  classes  of 
those  powers  is  perfectly  analogous  to  the  mode  in  which  we 
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seek  to  gronp^  into  various  classes  the  appearances  of  matter* 
Thns  far  Physical  and  Psychological  induction  agree.  But, 
while  physical  and  psychological  laws  are  confessedly  the  mere 
products  of  generalisation,  there  are,  according  to  Beid  and 
Stewart,  data  of  consciousness,  in  the  form  of  laws  or  conditions 
of  knowledge  and  belief,  which  are  not  simply  generalised  pro- 
ducts, or  principles  obtained  by  observation  and  induction ; 
but  which  are  possessed  of  a  native  universality,  far  beyond 
what  any  process  of  generalisation  can  confer.  Those  truths, 
observation,  as  applied  to  consciousness,  discovers;  reflection 
purifies ;  but,  to  their  nltimacy,  certainty,  and  universality,  the 
process  by  which  they  are  revealed  to  us  adds  nothing.  Ob- 
servation, therefore,  in  its  application  to  consciousness,  reveals 
laws  or  grounds  of  knowledge,  that  are  possessed  of  more  than 
a  factitious  or  purely  inductive  generality.  This  grand  result 
of  Scottish  speculation, — ^the  recognition  of  grounds  of  assur- 
ance regarding  reality,  not  immediately  given  in  observation, — 
concurs  with  its  method  in  marking  out  its  place  among 
philosophical  systems.  Scottish  speculation,  in  founding  on  an 
analysis  of  the  contents  of  experience,  is  to  some  extent  at  one 
with  a  purely  Empirical  philosophy,  but,  by  the  result  now  in- 
dicated, it  departs  as  widely  from  this  form  of  speculation,  as  it 
does  by  its  method  from  an  a  priori  or  F(»inal  Ontology. 

Existence,  in  its  varied  kinds,  is  known  by  us,  according  to 
the  common  doctrine  of  Beid  and  Stewart^  only  in  so  far  as 
we  observe  and  analyse  the  contents  and  conditions  of  our 
Experience.  Our  experience  is  twofold,  for  it  is  of  Mind  and 
of  Matter.  Of  these,  as  realities  independent  of  qualities  or 
phsBuomena,  we  know  and  can  know  nothing.  In  thus  founding 
on  experience,  Beid  and  Stewart  accept  the  basis  of  an  Empirical 
Philosophy,  but  the  distinctive  doctrine  of  the  School  comes 
out  in  its  analysis  of  what  experience,  when  viewed  in  its  total- 
ity, contains  and  reveals  of  Being.  The  grand  and  distinctive 
doctrine  of  Scottish  speculation, — ^the  general  position  which 
Bdd  and  Stewart  seek  to  vindicate  and  illustrate  is, — ^that 
the  reality,  be  it  of  mind  or  matter,  which  by  experience  we 
can  fully  and  directly  compass,  is  always  felt  and  believed  by 
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us  to  be  incommensarate  with  the  sum  total  of  that  Being,  of 
which  the  definite  or  comprehended  reality  is  a  part  Let  any 
amount  or  kind  of  existence  of  which  we  have  a  definite  hold 
in  knowledge,  be  by  us  regarded  as  the  whole  of  what  is,  and 
we  are  instinctively  convinced  that  we  are  proceeding  on  a 
false  assumption.  Once  a  certain  portion  of  experience  is  given 
us,  we  wxJLurcSly  and  neceasoriZy  add  to  the  consciousness  we 
thus  have,  the  notion  or  belief  of  being  which  transcends  the 
directly  experienced.  Beyond  our  definite  knowledge — ^beyond 
what  we  discover  and  define  as  qualities  or  phssnomena — ^we 
are  naturally  and  insuperably  persuaded  there  is  existence, 
which,  however,  we  cannot  lay  hold  of  as  we  can  that  portion 
of  being  which  we  call  Fhaanomenon.  The  being  which  lies 
behind  pluenomena — or  the  properly  distinguishable  and  corn- 
passable— always  escapes  us  as  a  definite  object  of  knowledge. 
It  is,  therefore,  out  of  the  sphere  of  science  proper,  and  is  more 
strictly  the  object  of  heUtf  than  of  knowledge.  We  have  thus 
only  a  partial  as  opposed  to  a  complete  and  exhaustive  science  of 
existence.  Human  knowledge^  rigorously  taken,  is,  on  this  doc- 
trine, not  a  perfect  whole ;  it  is  not  commensurate  with  reality. 
It  is,  at  the  greatest,  merely  the  fi»gment  of  a  drde,  whibh 
spans  indeed  the  whole  heaven  of  our  vision,  but  which  is 
at  the  same  time  discerned  as  incomplete,  and  yet  admits  not 
of  being  traced  by  us  beyond  our  narrow  horison.  Scottish 
speculation,  by  refusing  to  identify  phenomena  with  the  totality 
of  existence,  professing  to  afibrd  only  a  partial  and  relative 
knowledge  of  Being,  and  avoiding  a  demonstrative  speculative 
method,  is  thus  marked  off  both  from  Empiricism  and  an 
Absolute  Ontology. 

The  restriction  by  Beid,  but  especially  the  statement  of  this 
restriction  as  given  by  Stewart,  of  the  qihere  of  philosophical 
science  to  the  phssnomena  of  the  mind,  has  given  rise  to  a 
considerable  amount  of  criticism  at  the  hands  of  French 
philosophers;  such  even  as  profess  to  abjure  a  definite  or 
absolute  Ontology— as,  for  example,  M.  Jou&oy,  one  of  the 
ablest  thinkers  whom  his  country  has  produced  in  the  present 
century,  and  whose  writings  are,  in  general,  remarkable  for  their 
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admiring  appreciatioii  of  Bcottish  speculation.    Mr.  Stewart 
states  his  views  in  the  following  passage : — 

^'  The  notions  we  annex  to  the  words  Matter  and  Mind,  as  is 
well  remarked  by  Dr.  Beid,^  are  merely  relative.  If  I  am  asked, 
what  I  mean  by  Matter  ?  I  can  only  explain  myself  by  saying, 
it  is  that  which  is  extended,  figared,  coloured,  moveable,  hard 
or  soft,  rough  or  smooth,  hot  or  cold  ; — that  is,  I  can  define  it 
in  no  other  way  than  by  enumeratiDg  its  sensible  qualities.  It 
is  not  matter,  or  body,  which  I  perceive  by  my  senses;  but  only 
extension,  figure,  colour,  and  certain  other  qualities,  which  the 
constitution  of  my  nature  leads  me  to  refer  to  something  which 
is  extended,  figured,  and  coloured.  The  case  is  precisely  similar 
with  respect  to  Mind.  We  are  not  immediately  conscious  of  its 
existence,  but  we  are  conscious  of  sensation,  thought,  and  voli- 
tion ;  operations  which  imply  the  existence  of  something  which 
feels,  thinks,  and  wills.  Every  man,  too,  is  impressed  with  an 
irresistible  conviction,  that  all  these  sensations,  thoughts,  and 
volitions  belong  to  one  and  the  same  being ;  to  that  being  which 
he  calls  himaelf;  a  being  which  he  is  led,  by  the  constitution 
of  his  nature,  to  consider  as  something  distinct  from  his  body, 
and  as  not  liable  to  be  impaired  by  the  loss  or  mutilation  of 
any  of  his  organs.  .  .  . 

^  If  the  foregoing  observations  be  well  founded,  they  establish 
the  distinction  between  mind  and  matter  without  any  long  pro- 
cess of  metaphysical  reasoning :  for  if  our  notions  of  both  are 
merely  relative ;  if  we  know  the  one  only  by  such  sensible  qua- 
lities as  extension,  figure,  and  solidity ;  and  the  other  by  such 
operations  as  sensation,  thought,  and  volition,  we  are  certainly 
entitled  to  say,  that  matter  and  mind,  considered  as  objects 
of  human  study,  are  essentially  different ;  the  science  of  the 
former  resting  ultimately  on  the  phenomena  exhibited  to  our 
senses ;  that  of  the  latter,  on  the  phenomena  of  which  we  are 
conscious.  Instead,  therefore,  of  objecting  to  the  scheme  of 
materialism,  that  its  conclusions  are  false,  it  would  be  more 
accurate  to  say,  that  its  aim  is  unphilosophical.    It  proceeds  on 

^  BiBoyi  <m  ihe  Active  P&wen  qf  Man,  pp.  8,  9.  [Beid's  (hUeeUd  Worhi, 
p.  513.] 
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a  misapprehension  of  the  proper  object  of  science ;  the  difficoll) 
which  it  professes  to  remove  being  manifestly  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  our  fiicolties.  Sorely,  when  we  attempt  to  explain 
the  natore  of  that  principle  which  feels  and  thinks  and  wills^ 
by  saying  that  it  is  a  material  sabstance,  or  that  it  is  the  resolt 
of  material  organization,  we  impose  on  onrselyes  by  words ; 
forgetting,  that  matter  as  well  as  mind  is  known  to  ns  by  its 
qualities  and  attributes  alone,  and  that  we  are  totally  ignorant 
of  the  essence  of  either."^ 

On  this  view  M.  Jouffroy  o£krs  some  criticism.  According 
to  him  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Scottish  School : — ^^  That  the 
science  of  mind  has  for  its  end  only  the  knowledge  of  the  phsd- 
nomena  of  mind— and  that  it  cannot  pass  beyond  this  withont 
overstepping  its  legitimate  limits,  and  being  destroyed.  This 
doctrine  belongs  especially  to  Stewart ;  it  is  he  who  principally 
insists  on  the  necessity  of  recalling  the  science  of  mind  to  the 
sphere  of  qnestions  of  fact,  and  completely  banishing  from  it 
metaphysical  inquiries. 

*^  If  the  Scottish  School  had  confined  itself  to  the  position  that 
all  we  can  know  of  the  nature  of  the  mind  has  necessarily  for 
its  point  of  departure  the  knowledge  of  the  phenomena  by 
which  it  is  revealed  to  us,  and,  accordingly,  that  questions  re- 
garding the  nature  of  the  mind  presuppose  the  investigation  of 
those  phenomena,  and  ought  to  be  approached  subsequently  to 
that  study,  it  would  have  kept  within  the  truth.  But  when 
Stewart,  proceeding  farther,  maintains  that  questions  regard- 
ing the  nature  of  the  mind  are  insoluble,  that  they  pass  the 
reach  of  human  intelligence,  and  are  beyond  the  sphere  in 


*■  "  Some  metaph  jiicians,  who  appear 
to  admit  tbe  truth  of  the  foregoiDg  rea- 
■omng,  hare  further  uiged  that^  for  anj 
thing  we  can  prove  to  the  contrary,  it 
is  poesible  that  the  unknown  substance 
which  has  the  qualities  of  extension, 
figure,  and'  colour,  may  be  the  same 
with  the  unknown  substance  which  has 
the  attributes  of  feeling,  thinking,  and 
willing.  But  besides  that  this  is  only 
an  hypothesis,  which  amounts  to  no- 


thing more  than  a  mere  possibility, 
eren  if  it  were  true,  it  would  no  more 
be  proper  to  say  of  mind,  that  it  is  ma- 
terial, than  to  say  of  body,  that  it  is 
spiritnaL" — Compare  Lijfe  <jf  Beid, 
Work$,To\.  X.  pp.  281-388 ;  PkUoiopkieai 
E$»ay»^  Worki,  toL  t.  p.  6,  et  seq.; 
Dmertation,  Works,  toL  L  p.  19; 
Hamilton's  Beld,  ItUetteetual  Btwen, 
Essay  ii.  c.  xiz..  Matter  and  Space. 
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which  it  is  fitted  to  move,  and  comes  to  the  conclosion  that 
these  questions  are  not  merely  to  be  adjourned,  but  are  foreign 
to  the  province  of  the  science,  he  goes  beyond  the  limits  of 
truth."' 

It  is  doubtless  the  clear  and  lUMunbiguous  doctrine  both 
of  Beid  and  Stewart  that  we  can  know  and  determine  nothing 
regarding  the  nature  of  mind  or  matter, — ^in  the  way  of 
inference  or  deduction  from  an  abstract  notion  or  definition, 
either  of  Being  in  general,  or  of  Mind  and  Matter  in  par* 
ticular.  We  have  no  a  priori — ^no  purely  ontological  know- 
ledge of  either.  Both  likewise  concur  in  asserting  that  the 
object  of  science  is  always  a  pluenomenon  either  of  mind  or 
matter.  In  other  words,  we  never  know  mind  or  matter  as 
absolute,  as  unqualified.  But  neither  can  fairly  be  regarded  as 
cnaintaining  the  extreme  opinion  that  the  reality  of  phaonomena 
is  all  we  are  able  to  assert,  or  even  that  it  is  only  between  the 
phsBUomena  of  mind  and  matter  that  we  can  maintain  an 
essential  difierence.  This  holds  true  emphatically  of  Beid, 
and,  discounting  some  rather  unguarded  expressions  in  the 
passage  quoted  from  Stewart,  it  is  also  the  doctrine  of  the 
latter  thinker.  This  indeed  is  obvious,  even  from  the  pas- 
sage now  referred  to,  and  it  is  the  strongest  which  can  be 
adduced  in  support  of  the  opposite  view.  Mr.  Stewart,  in  the 
passage  in  question,  speaks  of  mind  as  an  olject  of  science  or  of 
hvma/n  study;  and  seeks  to  enforce  the  principle  that  the  only 
means  whereby  mind  can  be  scientifically  studied  is  the  obser- 
vation of  its  phasnomena.  We  have,  according  to  him,  no 
means  of  knowing  what  mind  is,  apart  from  our  experience 
of  its  manifestations  in  consciousness.  Any  theory  in  regard  to 
the  naiwre  of  mind,  meaning  by  this,  mind  pure  or  absolute, 
non-phcenomenal,  is  hypothetical,  if  not  contradictory,  and  forms 
no  legitimate  part  of  the  science  of  mind.  But  no  meaning  can 
in  fairness  be  attached  to  the  assertion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  of  the 
phenomenal  character  of  our  knowledge  of  mind,  which  is 
inconsistent  with  his  general  doctrine  that  our  knowledge 

^  (Ewamde  Beid,    Frfface  da  2Va-      PhSL  Eoouaiu^  Tin*    Logon,  p.  44 ; 
liictevr,  pp.  87-90. — Compare  Cousin,      Ylm*  lieg.  p.  304,  d  nq. 
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of  mind  is  relativa  We  have,  according  to  Mr.  Stewart,  no 
absolute  or  irrespective  knowledge  of  mind.  A*  phaenomenal 
knowledge  is  essentially  a  relative  knowledge.  It  is  the  know- 
ledge of  that  which  is  the  property  of  a  thing  or  being.  It  is 
therefore  simply  a  knowing  under  relation,  of  which  the  phsd- 
nomenon  is  the  one  term.  Though,  accordingly,  the  phasno- 
menal  be  the  aspect  of  reality  which  is  properly  open  to  science, 
this  proximate  side,  as  it  were,  of  being,  is  not  to  be  regarded 
as  the  actual  totality,  or  even  as  all  tiie  reality  of  which  we 
have  assurance.  Far  from  this,  we  cannot,  by  any  process  of 
rebellious  thought,  elevate  the  directly  experienced  into  an  ab- 
solute object  of  thought,  or  constitute  it  the  measure  of  exist- 
ence. It  is  given  to  us  always  in  relation  to  existence  beyond 
itself,  with  which  it  is,  in  our  thought,  inseparably  connected. 
This  something  beyond,  call  it  substance^  natvrey  essence,  is  nofr 
known  absolutely,  just  as  its  phsBuomena  form  no  irrespective 
object  of  knowledge.  It  is,  however,  for  us  as  the  term  of  a 
necessary  relation. 

From  the  general  doctrine,  that  we  have  no  irrespective  or 
purely  pluenomenal  knowledge,  it  obviously  follows,  that  we 
cannot  affirm  the  distinction  and  contrast  of  the  pluenomena  of 
mind  and  matter  without  extending  the  assertion  to  that  reality, 
which  is  the  condition  of  those  phsBUomena ;  in  other  words, 
without  maintaining  their  absolute  or  total  distinction,  as  in- 
dividual existences.  This  view  is  probably  the  least  objection- 
able that  can  be  taken  of  a  point  so  delicate.  The  difficulty  of 
the  question  is  greatly  increased  by  sundering  the  complex 
fiEu^  and  speaking  of  two  kinds  of  existence  (viz.,  substance 
and  pluenomenon)  as  really  distinct.  This  is  a  wholly  gra- 
tuitous attempt  at  severance,  of  what  is  never  given  to  us 
apart,  and  is  impossible  for  us,  even  in  thought,  to  sunder. 
Yet  when  we  raise  the  question  as  to  the  harmony  of  our 
(ph»nomenal)  knowledge  with  absolute  existence,  we  proceed 
on  this  illegitimate  and  impossible  severance,  and  gratuitously 
set  ourselves  in  search  of  a  mode  of  re-uniting  the  irreducible 
synthesis  of  phaenomenon  and  substance,  or  of  knowledge  and 
existence. 
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That  Buch  is,  in  troth,  the  doctrine  of  Stewart,  might  be  shown 
not  only  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  philosophy,  bat  even  from 
nnmerons  passages  bearing  expressly  on  the  point  at  issue. 
The  following  may  sa£5ce.  It  is  given  as  a  note  relative  to  the 
passage  referred  to  by  M.  Jonffroy,  as  pointing  to  the  opposite 
doctrine : — ^^  I  have  contented  myself,^  says  Mr.  Stewart, 
'^  with  defining  mind  to  be  that  which  feels,  thinks^  wills,  hopes, 
fears,  desires,  &c.  That  my  conscionsness  of  these  and  otiier 
operations  is  necessarily  accompanied  toith  a  conviction  of  my 
own  existence^  and  with  a  conviction  that  all  of  them  belong 
to  one  and  the  same  being,  is  not  a  hypothesis  but  a/oc^,  of 
which  it  is  no  more  possible  for  me  to  doubt  than  of  my  own 
sensation  or  volition.''^ 

Mr.  Stewart's  meaning,  accordingly,  in  the  passage  referred 
to,  when  interpreted  in  accordance  with  the  general  analogy  of 
his  philosophy,  amounts  simply  to  this,  that  mind  or  matter, 
regarded  absolutely,  or  out  of  relation  to  its  qualities,  is  by  us 
unknown  and  unknowable.  Hence,  to  seek  to  determine  what 
mind  or  matter  is,  as  thus  out  of  relation,  is  to  substitute  mere 
hypothesis  in  room  of  legitimate  philosophy.  Such  procedure, 
besides  being  hypothetical,  ia,  it  may  be  added,  suicidal  For 
the  doctrine,  that  mind,  as  pure  substance,  is  material,  or  ex- 
tended, amounts  to  the  contradiction,  that  the  unqualified  is 
the  qualified,  that  the  absolute  is  identical  with  the  relative ; 
and  to  the  further  absurdity,  that  matter  qualified,  or  extended, 
is  mind  unqualified,  or  mind  as  pure  substance. 

The  question  as  between  M.  Joufiroy  and  the  Scottish 
School  is  thus  reduced  to  a  mere  question  of  nomenclature, 
viz.,  as  to  the  precise  sphere  of  the  term  knowledge  or  science, 
Botii  admit  the  integrity  of  the  fact ;  both  allow  the  twofold 
aspect  of  reality.  The  point  of  difiference  is  simply,  as  to 
whether  the  fact,  on  its  absolute  and  incomprehensible  side, 
can  properly  be  said  to  be  an  object  of  knowledge  or  science. 
M.  Jouffiroy  inclines  to  the  affirmative;  Stewart,  as  well  as 
Beid,  prefers  speaking  of  existence  on  its  incomprehensible 
side,  as  the  object  of  belief,  conviction,  faith,  rather  than  of 

'  Works,  Tol.  ii.,  Elements,  i.  p.  74.    Compare  Elements,  ii.  p.  41. 
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knowledge  or  sde&oe.  This  is,  at  the  best,  a  qiiesii<Mi  r^ard- 
ing  the  inBtnmieat  or  means  bj  which  Met^diyBics  is  to  be 
built  up ;  it  in  no  dq;iee  affects  the  leality  of  its  object  The 
Scottish  School  is  not  fidrlj  open  to  the  charge  of  identifyinf 
philosophy  with  the  mere  science  of  phsnomena^  and  interdict- 
ing an  adeqoate  Ontology,  though  it  is  fhndamentally  opposed 
to  a  science  of  Being,  constituted  independently  of  observation, 
or  the  erection  of  the  abeolote  of  mind  and  matter  into  an 
irrespective  object  of  speculation. 

The  Method  and  Scope  of  the  Scottish  School — ^in  particnlar, 
its  contrast  with  an  Empirical  theory  of  human  knowledge — are 
well  exemplified  in  its  procedure  against  Hume.  The  meta- 
physical portion  of  the  doctrine  of  Beid  is  simply  a  polemic 
against  that  thinker,  and  the  ezdusiye  principles  on  which 
he  founds.  Hume's  aim,  from  beginning  to  end  of  lus  specu- 
lation, is  to  represent  human  knowledge  as  contradictory,  and 
thereby  to  manifest  the  incompetency  of  a  purely  speculative 
conclufflon  on  any  subject  To  represent  Hume  as  necessarily 
setting  at  nought  or  violating  any  practical  principle,  in  virtue 
of  his  speculative  views,  is  to  misconceive  the  scope  of  his 
speculations.  To  give  full  effect  to  his  syston,  he  must  be  re- 
garded as,  in  the  first  instance,  recognising  as  £Eusts  of  experi- 
ence, what  all  other  men  rec(^nise  and  believe ;  in  a  word,  the 
contents  of  the  Conmion  Sense  of  mankind.  The  work  he  set 
himself  to  accomplish  was  not  to  deny  that  mankind  had  cer 
tain  beliefs,  e.g.,  in  Cause,  Substance,  Self-Existence,  Personal 
Identity,  a  Matmal  World,  fSeur  less  to  lead  them  to  jict  in  con- 
tradiction with  those  beliefs.  But  assuming  these,  he  professed 
to  show  that  they  are  truly  contradictory  in  knowledge,  and 
consequentiy,  that  the  practical  adoption  of  them,  though  a 
necessity  of  life,  cannot  speculatively  be  vindicated. 

But  how  did  he  seek  to  set  speculation  and  practice  at  vari- 
ance ?  Simply  by  showing  that  the  notions  in  question,  when 
tested  by  what  is  assumed  as  the  limit  of  human  knowledge, 
involve  contradictions.  Our  knowledge  does  not^  according  to 
the  principle  assumed  by  Hume,  transcend  experience.  What 
we  know  is  either  an  impression  or  its  copy^  an  idea ;  in  other 
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words,  all  human  knowledge  is  merely  of  the  phadnomenaL 
Apply  this  test  to  the  kind  of  knowledge  supposed  to  be  given 
in  the  notions^  Cause,  Substance,  Self-Existence,  the  Infinite, 
and  it  will  be  found,  that  each  of  those  notions,  when  we  thus 
seek  to  identify  it  with  any  definite  experience,  is  proved  to  be 
a  contradiction,  and  must,  therefore,  lead  to  illusion  when  sup- 
posed to  afford  any  guarantee  of  reality.  The  notions  of  Power 
and  Substance  have  no  prototype  in  any  impression.  Though 
we  daily  live  and  act  on  the  assumption  of  the  truth  and 
validity  of  those  notions,  they  are,  notwithstanding,  but  the 
figments  of  custom,  and  the  castings  of  imagination  in  a  sphere 
which  is  entirely  unreal. 

The  general  result  of  Hume's  speculation  is  thus  the  limiia* 
tion  of  reality  to  the  sphere  of  the  phaonomenal  in  conscious- 
ness. The  moment  we  essay  to  rise  beyond  the  sum  of  impres- 
sions and  ideas,  or  perceptions,  we  fiJl  into  contradiction.  Our 
knowledge  becomes  at  variance  with  itself.  We  are  in  the 
sphere  of  the  unthinkable,  and  the  unreal.  There  is  for  us 
no  existence  beyond  the  perceptions  which  we  fallaciously  call 
ours.  In  other  words,  all  existence  is  limited  to  purely  sub- 
jective, or  ideal  phasnomena.  Mind  or  self  cannot  be  regarded 
as  one,  simple,  and  identical,  amid  changing  perceptions  or 
modes  of  consciousness ;  it  is  simply  a  series  of  perceptions, 
many  and  various.  Matter  is  a  name  we  give  to  a  particular 
class  of  these  perceptions ;  such,  to  wit,  as  have  for  the  con- 
dition of  their  existence  the  organs  of  sense,  but  which  do  not 
differ  in  kind,  or  specifically,  from  the  other  modifications  of 
consciousness^  such  as  desire  or  volition.  Of  existence,  above 
or  beyond  perceptions,  we  have  no  knowledge  or  assurance.^ 

One  example  is  sufficient  to  illustrate  in  detail  the  process  of 
excision  applied  to  knowledge,  and  through  that  to  reality,  by  the 
subtle  sceptic.  Let  us  take  Self-Existence,  and,  as  intimately  con- 
joined with  it.  Personal  Identity.  On  Hume's  principle,  the 
proof  of  the  non-reality  of  Self,  and  of  Personal  Identity,  is  of 
the  easiest.  Once  admitted  that  all  we  know  is  a  perception,  t.e., 
an  ideal  phsBnomenon,  self-existence,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 

^  See  Treatise  of  Human  Na'vrt,  rol.  i.  pp.  123,  124,  and  37a 
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the  phrase,  is  a  contradiction.  For  Bdf  is  snpposed  to  be  that 
which,  while  revealed  in  and  by  a  perception,  or  modification  of 
conscionsness,  is  at  the  same  time  not  absolutely  that  perception 
or  modification,  but  something  beyond— or  that  of  which  the 
perception  is  a  passing  property.  Now,  on  the  principles  of 
Identity  and  Oontradiction,  no  single  perception  or  impression 
can  be  a  perception,  t.e.,  itself,  and  its  own  subject,  or  something 
more  than  itself,  at  the  same  time.  In  the  knowledge  of  a  per- 
ception alone,  we  have  no  notion  of  Self.  If  we  know  nothing 
but  perceptions, — ^if  we  can  reach  no  assurance  of  reality  above 
what  is  given  in  the  knowledge  of  perceptions — self-existence, 
in  the  sense  explained,  must  be  given  up  as  a  mere  illusion  of 
the  imagination,  as  Hume  holds  it  to  be. 

With  Self-Existence  &Ub  the  notion  of  Personal  Identity,  or 
of  the  existence  of  an  invariable  Self  amid  varying  perceptions. 
All  we  know  is  merely  an  impression  or  idea,  t.e.,  a  perception. 
Perceptions  are  individual  and  various.  Self  is  not  any  single 
perception ;  but,  as  one  and  identical,  is  that  to  which  all  our 
perceptions  together  are  related.  It  is  something  different 
from  any  one  perception,  and  the  same  amid  all.  As,  however, 
we  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  but  perceptions,  which  are 
various,  we  have  no  knowl^ge  or  assurance  of  an  invariable 
self.  It  is  not  one  of  our  perceptions.  It  cannot  be  identified 
with  any  one  of  these  without  a  contradiction.  It  is,  therefore, 
for  us  as  nothing. 

^^  It  must  be  some  one  impression  that  gives  rise  to  every 
real  idea.  But  Self  or  Person  is  not  any  one  impression,  but 
that  to  which  our  several  impressions  and  ideas  are  supposed 
to  have  a  reference.  If  any  impression  gives  rise  to  the  idea 
of  self,  that  impression  must  continue  invariably  the  same, 
through  the  whole  course  of  our  lives,  since  Self  is  supposed  to 
exist  after  that  manner.  But  there  is  no  impression  constant 
and  invariable.  Pain  and  pleasure,  grief  and  joy,  passions  and 
sensations,  succeed  each  other,  and  never  all  exist  at  the  same 
time.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  firom  any  of  these  impressions, 
or  from  any  other,  that  the  idea  of  Self  is  derived ;  and  con- 
sequenUy  there  is  no  such  idea.''.  •  .  • 
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^  For  my  part^  whea  I  enter  most  intimately  into  what  I  call 
myself  I  always  stomble  on  some  particular  perception  or  other, 
of  heat  or  cold,  light  or  shade,  love  or  hatred,  pain  or  pleasore. 
/  never  can  cakh  myself  at  any  time  vnthotU  a  perception^  and 
never  can  observe  anything  btU  the  perception.  When  my 
perceptions  are  removed  for  any  time,  as  by  sound  sleep,  so  long 
am  I  insensible  of  myself;  and  may  truly  be  said  not  to  exist 
And  were  all  my  perceptions  removed  by  death, ...  I  should 
be  entirely  annihilated. ...  If  any  one,  upon  serious  and  un- 
prejudiced  reflection,  thinks  he  has  a  different  notion  of  Atm- 
seif  I  must  confess  I  can  reason  no  longer  with  him.  All  I 
can  allow  him  is,  that  he  may  be  in  the  right  as  well  as  I,  and 
that  we  are  essentially  different  in  this  particular.  He  may, 
perhaps,  perceive  something  simple  and  continued^  which  he 
calls  himjsdf;  though  I  am  certain  there  is  no  sudi  principle 
in  me.  But  setting  aside  some  metaphysicians  of  this  kind,  I 
may  venture  to  affirm  of  the  rest  of  mankind,  that  they  are 
nothing  hat  a  handle  or  collection  of  different  perceptions^ 
which  succeed  each  other  with  on  inconceivabU  rapidity ^  and 
are  in  a  perpetual  flux  and  movement  .  .  .  The  mind  is  a 
kind  of  theatre,  where  several  perceptions  successively  make 
their  appearance ;  pass,  repass,  glide  away,  and  mingle  in  an 
infinite  variety  of  postures  and  situations.  There  is  properly 
no  simplicity  in  it  at  one  time,  nor  identity  in  different ;  what- 
ever natural  propension  we  may  have  to  imagine  that  simplicity 
and  identily.  The  comparison  of  the  theatre  must  not  mislead 
u&  They  are  the  sitccessive  perceptions  only,  that  constitute 
the  mind;  nor  have  we  the  most  distant  notion  of  the  place 
where  these  scenes  are  represented,  or  of  the  materials  of  which 
it  is  composed.''^ 

We  have  thus,  according  to  Hume,  no  apprehension  or  assur- 
ance of  Self,  nor  of  an  invariable  element  of  existence.  AU 
we  apprehend,  is  a  perception,  which  is  at  once  the  object  of 
the  act  and  the  act  itself  Objects  are  perceptions,  and  per- 
ceptions are  objects.  These  constitute  at  once  the  sphere>of 
knowledge  and  the  sum  of  reality  ;  and  to  attribute  to  a  per- 

^  TncOiae  of  Human  NaUure,  toL  L  pp.  437-440. 
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ception  (phsenomenon)  unity  or  identity,  or  regard  it  as  also 
the  subject  of  other  perceptions,  is  to  fall  at  once  into  contra- 
diction. 

The  question  arises,  Can  Hume  be  met,  or  must  we  allow 
this  annihUation  of  Self  and  Self-Identity,  and  rest  satisfied 
with  the  reality  he  admits  ?  This  is  the  problem  of  what  has 
been  called  the  Scottish  School  of  Metaphysics,  in  one  of  its 
fundamental  aspects.  This  school  controverts  the  conclusions 
of  Hume,  re-asserts  Self-Existence  and  Identify,  in  the  senses 
abeady  explained.  * 

Beid  and  Stewart  agree  with  Hume  in  regarding  sd/aa  not 
properly  an  immediate  object  of  consciousness.  Self  is  not 
directly  presented  to  consciousness  as  certain  other  objects,  such 
as  pain,  volition,  sensation,  &c.  It  is  not  immediately  appre- 
hended as  a  phsBUomenon  in  consciousness.  It  is  not  known 
as  any  one,  nor  as  all  of  the  modifications  of  consciousness. 
"  Our  own  existence,"  says  Mr.  Stewart,  ^'  is  not  a  direct  or  im- 
mediate object  of  consciousness,  in  the  strict  and  logical  mean- 
ing of  that  term.  We  are  conscious  of  sensation,  thought, 
desire,  volition ;  but  we  are  not  conscious  of  the  existence  of 
Mind  itself."^  But  though  not  immediately  conscious  of  Self, 
as  thus  explained,  we  are  not  without  a  conviction  of  its 
reality.  ^  The  moment,''  proceeds  Mr.  Stewart,  ^'  that  in  con- 
sequence of  such  an  impression  (t.e.,  on  the  organs  of  sense),  a 
sensation  is  excited,  we  leam  two  facts  at  once,  the  existence  of 
the  sensation,  and  our  own  existence  as  sentient  beings ;  in 
other  words,  the  very  first  exercise  of  consciousness  necessarily 
implies  a  bdie/j  not  only  of  the  present  existence  of  what  is  felt, 
but  of  the  present  existence  of  that  which  feels  and  thinks ;  or 
(to  employ  plainer  language),  the  present  existence  of  that  being 
which  I  denote  by  the  words  I  and  myself.  Of  these  facts,  how- 
ever, it  is  the  former  alone  of  which  we  can  properly  be  said  to 
be  conscious,  agreeably  to  the  rigorous  interpretation  of  the 
expression.  A  conviction  of  the  latter,  although  it  seems  to  be 
so  inseparable  from  the  exercise  of  consciousness,  that  it  can 
scarcely  be  considered  as  posterior  to  it  in  the  order  of  timey  is 

*  Slementij  toL  ii.  p.  41 ;  oompare  PkU,  Euayi^  Wcrhi,  toI.  t.  p.  68. 
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yet  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  use  of  a  Bcholastic  distiDO- 
tion),  posterior  to  it  in  the  order  of  ncUure  ;  not  only  as  it  sup- 
poees  conscionsuess  to  be  already  awakened  by  some  sensation, 
or  some  other  mental  affection ;  but  as  it  is  evidently  rather  a 
judgment  accompanying  the  exercise  of  that  power,  than  one 
of  its  immediate  intimations  conoeruing  its  appropriate  class  of 
internal  phenomena.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  more  correct 
to  call  the  hdiefoi  our  own  existence,  a  coTicomitant  or  acoes- 
bory  of  the  exercise  of  consciousness,  than  to  say,  that  our 
existence  is  a  fact  falling  under  the  immediate  cognisance 
of  consciousness,  like  the  existence  of  the  various  agreeable 
or  painful  sensations  which  external  objects  excite  in  our 
minds.'' ^ 

This  passage  hardly  brings  out  with  sufficient  prominence 
the  fact  of  the  identity,  short  only  of  absolute  convertibility, 
of  the  modes  and  the  existence  of  the  subject  of  consciousness. 
I  am,  in  so  far  as  I  am  conscious ;  and  existence  is  realised  by 
me  only  as  I  am  the  subject  of  conscious  modifications.  But, 
apart  from  this,  the  statement  now  given,  contains  an  adequate 
answer  to  Hume  on  the  point  in  question.  The  contradiction, 
or  absurdity,  alleged  by  him  to  be  involved  in  the  notion  of 
Self,  is  founded  on  the  assumption  that  the  object,  and  the  only 
object,  of  human  knowledge,  is  a  perception,  or  modification  of 
consciousness,  irrespectively  considered ;  whereas  the  reply  of 
Stewart  alleges  that  there  is  no  knowledge  of  modifications 
of  consciousness  without  the  knowledge  of  their  relation  to  Self ; 
Self  and  a  perception  being  the  necessary  terms  of  every  act  of 
our  ^knowledge  that  has  the  latter  for  its  direct  object.  We 
have  thus  group  d  for  holding  at  once  the  reality  of  the  per- 
ception, and  the  Self  of  which  it  is,  and  is  known  to  be  the 
modification.  This  answer,  therefore,  subverts  the  principle  on 
which  Hume's  relegation  of  Self  proceeds,  by  obviating  the 
force  of  the  argument  from  the  contradictory  character  of  the 
notion,  and,  at  the  same  time,  affords  an  independent  founda- 
tion for  our  conviction  of  its  reality,  which  is  unassailable 
by  reasoning.    For  as,  on  the  one  hand,  we  cannot  prove  or 

*  ElemenUj  toL  ii.  p.  42* 
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give  a  reason  for  holding  this  belief  in  the  reality  of  Self^  so, 
on  the  other,  it  is  incapable  of  disproof  by  us ;  and  is  natorally 
accepted  by  us  as  true  and  valid,  so  long  as  it  cannot  be  dis- 
carded as  false  on  grounds  higher  than  itself,  or  shown  to 
involve  any  contradiction  with  other  beliefs  of  the  same  class. 
It  is  a  final  and  necessary  deliverance  regarding  Being,  given  in 
the  free  ezerdse  of  our  faculties ;  and,  resting  in  its  truth,  we 
find  satisfaction  at  once  for  our  intellectual  nature,  and  our 
moral  instincts. 

Among  the  other  fundamental  points  on  which  Beid  com- 
bats the  results  of  Hume's  speculations,  there  is  conspicuous 
the  question  of  External  Perception.  The  chapter  in  the 
Treatise  of  Human  Nature^  is  very  able ;  and,  while  sifting 
and  setting  in  a  clear  light  the  true  import  of  a  Bepresenta- 
tive  theory  of  Perception,  it  is  not  less  valuable  in  pointing  out 
the  only  sufficient  ground  on  which  it  is  possible  to  vin(Ucate 
the  reality  of  material  existence.  But  on  this  subject  I  can 
here  do  little  more  than  refer  to  the  statement  by  Mr.  Stewart, 
of  the  true  scope  of  Beid's  polemic,^  as  directed,  not  in  any 
way  to  prove,  £ar  less  afford  additional  reasons  for  holding,  the 
reality  of  an  object  external  to,  and  independent  of,  the  per- 
cipient ;  but  simply  to  subvert  the  narrow  theory  of  human 
knowledge,  on  which  it  was  attempted  to  show  the  contradic- 
tory character  of  the  notion,  and  consequently  the  impossibility 
of  the  £Ebct,  of  external  existence.  Hume  expressly  admits 
that  there  is  in  the  human  mind  an  original  or  instinctive 
belief  and  a  supposed  immediate  knowledge,  of  external  ex- 
istence. This  knowledge  and  belief  it  was  necessary  he  should 
accept  as  a  fiact,  in  order  to  allow  full  scope  for  his  speculative 
reduction  of  it  to  absurdity.  He  concedes  the  reality  of  this, 
as  well  as  the  other  belie&  of  the  Common  Sense  of  mankind, 
as  matter  of  experience ;  but  only  that  he  may  show  the  con- 
tradiction of  such  a  judgment,  with  other  deliverances  of  our 
mental  constitution,  and  thus,  by  setting  the  human  conscious- 
ness at  variance  with  itself  cast  discredit  on  the  whole  of  its 
teachings. 

»  Vol.  L  p.  iv.,  IS.  "  ^FhO.  Euay9,  WotIw,  Vol  v., pp.  90-92. 
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The  process,  indeed,  by  which  Hume  effects  the  reduction  of 
the  notion  of  external  reality  to  absurdity,  is  not  less  easy  than 
the  process  by  which  he  would  cast  out  of  the  sphere  of  know- 
ledge and  being,  self-existence.  For  if  the  doctrine  of  a  Be- 
presentative  Perception  be  allowed ;  and,  if  all  we  apprehend 
be  merely  the  unextended,  i.e.,  an  ideal  phsBnomenon ;  it  is,  of 
course,  an  absurdity  to  suppose  that  such  a  kind  of  existence 
can  resemble,  and  therefore  represent,  an  outlying  unextended 
or  material  reality,  t.6.,  its  oontradictoiy  opposite.  Beid's 
doctrine  of  a  direct  perception  of  material  qualities,  as  ex- 
tension, figure,  &c.,  subverts  the  basis  of  a  Bepresentative 
Perception,  on  which  Hume  proceeds.  We  are  directly  perci- 
pient^ according  to  Beid,  of  that  which  is  in  no  respect  a 
modification  of  our  own  minds.  The  object  in  perception  is 
external  to  us,  in  the  sense  of  being  a  property  of  which  we, 
the  percipients,  are  not  the  subject  For  such  is  the  notion  of 
extmudityj  on  which  Beid  expUcitly  proceeds :  ^  Everything," 
to  quote  his  own  words,  ^  is  said  to  be  in  the  mind,  of  which 
the  mind  is  the  sulfjed. . . .  Excepting  the  mind  itself,  and 
things  in  the  mind,  all  other  things  are  said  to  be  eosiemal  It 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  remembered,  that  this  distinction  be- 
tween things  in  the  mind,  and  things  external,  is  not  meant 
to  signify  the  place  of  the  things  we  speak  of,  but  their  subject ."  ^ 
The  object  in  perception  is  thus  not  a  sensation  or  modification 
of  our  own  minds,  far  less  an  unextended  or  ideal  object  in 
consciousness ;  but  extended  or  material  qualities,  directly  re- 
vealed af,  and  believed  by  us  to  be,  the  properly  of  a  subject 
really  different  from  the  percipient  mind.  The  contradiction, 
consequently,  of  holding  that  we  can  know  material  reality,  as 
represented  in  an  ideal  phaonomenon,  is  done  away  with ;  and 
the  original  instinctive  belief  of  mankind,  in  an  external 
object,  by  being  made  to  rest  not  on  an  impossible,  because 
contradictory,  representative  knowledge,  but  on  a  direct  appre- 
hension of  the  object  itself,  is  vindicated  irom  the  charge  of 
standing  opposed  to  the  legitimate  results  of  speculation.  Here, 
as  in  the  vindication  of  the  reality  of  self-existence,  Beid  and 

>  Beid'8  OcHUtiM  Wari$,  p.  221. 
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Stewart  only  primarily  seek  to  show  that  the  notion  or  belief 
of  external  reality  is  unassailable  on  the  groand  of  its  involviDg 
a  contradiction.  The  direct  apprehension  we  are  allowed  to 
possess  of  material  qualities  is  accordingly  to  be  accepted  by  us 
as  a  legitimate  ground  of  assurance  regarding  existence,  which 
is  in  no  respect  a  modification  of  the  percipient  mind.^ 

The  replies  made  by  the  Scottish  School  to  Hume,  on  certain 
other  points,  no  less  important,  afford  illustrations  of  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  vindication  of  the  reality  of  Self- 
Existence  ;  in  particular,  the  theory  of  Causation.  But  on 
further  details  we  cannot  now  enter. 


The  great  principle,  of  which  some  illustration  has  been 
offered,  in  respect  to  the  proportion  of  direct  or  positive 
Knowledge  to  Existence,  may  be  regarded  as  the  point  which 
the  speculations  of  Beid  and  Stewart  have  brought  most 
prominently  before  the  view  of  reflecting  men ;  and,  what- 
ever may  be  the  modifications  which  the  course  of  speculation 
is  likely  to  impose  on  it,  as  the  general  heritage  left  by  them 
to  Philosophy.  Their  special  Metaphysical  doctrines  proceed 
on  this  principle.  Their  Philosophy  proper,  if  it  be  well 
founded,  must  act  as  a  barrier  against  all  attempts  at  identify- 
ing the  fragment  of  science  which  man  may  at  any  time 
rescue  from  the  abyss  of  ignorance,  with  that  Absolute  which 
it  holds,  but  holds  never  to  disengulf  for  him.    In  its  varied 


^  The  fullest  and  moat  recent  de- 
velopment of  the  doctrine  of  Intoitiye 
Perception,  is  contained  in  8ir  WilHam 
Hamilton*B  DUeuniom  en  FhSUmophy^ 
PMUtBophy  of  PereepUon^  and  in  his 
edition  of  the  CtHlecUd  Work$  of 
Bdd,  Notes  B,  C,  D,  and  D*  The 
▼iews  of  Beid,  Stewart,  and  Brown  are 
compared  and  discnssed  with  candour, 
clearness,  and  acateness,  by  Professor 
Alison,  in  a  Paper  read  by  him  before 
the  Bojal  Society  of  Edhibnrgh,  and 
pnblished  in  the  TramacAont  (yol.  xz. 
p.  iT.)»  entitled,  "Obeerrations  on  the 
Specolations  of  Dr.  Brown,  and  other 


recent  Metaphysicians,  regarding  the 
Exercise  of  the  Senses'*  (1858). 

The  E$$afg9  in  Thilo9opky  by  Hr. 
Fraser,  the  socoessor  of  Sir  William 
Hamilton  in  the  chair  of  Logic  and 
Metaphysics,  Edinburgh,  contain  fresh 
and  able  discnssbns  of  the  most  im- 
portant questions  that  haye  occupied 
the  attention  of  ihe  Scottish  School  of 
Speculation.  Mr.  Mansel  of  Oxford  has 
recently  laid  those  who  take  an  interest 
in  philosophical  studies  under  great  ob- 
ligations, by  his  able  and  yeiy  yaluable 
article  on  Metajikyticti  in  the  new  edi- 
tion of  the  EncydopoBdia  BriUumiea. 
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applications,  this  principle  of  partial  knowledge,  of  ^^  philo- 
sophic nescience,"  guards  great  realities  for  man;  and  bj 
its  discipline  of  humility,  and  its  grand  lesson,  that  wisdom 
IS  more  than  knowledge,  faith  than  sight,  keeps  alive  in  him 
the  spirit  of  reverence,  and  a  sense  of  the  unseen ; — ^purify- 
ing, elevating,  and  developing  the  uan,  even  when  the  thinker 
is  left  to  partial  science,  or,  it  may  be,  positive  darkness  and 
doubt  By  indicating  the  existence  of  what  transcends  experi- 
ence, and  yet  declaring  man's  relations  thereto,  it  gives  grandeur 
and  solemnity  to  a  brief  and  precarious  earthly  life, — teaching 
him  that  the  present  is  only  valuable  in  its  relation  to  the 
future,  and  affording  him  assurance  that  his  destiny  is  some- 
how interwoven  with  the  great  scheme  of  things,  whose  issues 
are  ever  flowing  on  towards  more  perfect  evolution. 


APPENDIX  A. 


LETTERS  OF  MR.  STEWART. 


[The  greater  portion  of  Mr.  Stewarfs  oorrespondenoe,  in- 
dnding  both  letters  written  by  and  to  him,  is  now  irrecoverably 
lost,  or  has  been  destroyed. — (See  Preface  to  Memoir.)  Mr. 
Stewart  was,  moreover,  averse  from  letter-writing ;  and  few  of 
his  letters  which  have  been  preserved  are  directly  avdlable  for 
the  purposes  of  biography.  The  letters  by  him  of  greatest  in- 
terest, were  probably  those  which  he  wrote  at  different  times, 
to  one  or  other  of  his  most  intimate  friends,  on  the  snbject  of 
the  French  Bevolution,  in  its  earlier  stage&  He  was  parti- 
cnlarly  anxious  to  study  the  Bevolution  and  its  consequences, 
from  the  deep  and  intelligent  interest  which  he  took  in  Political 
Philosophy,  and  with  a  view  also  to  his  own  Lectures  on  that 
subject  His  previous  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  leading 
men  of  science  and  letters  in  France,  afforded  him  rare  and 
ample  facilities  for  studying  the  character  of  the  revolutionary 
movements  in  that  country.  Several  of  the  letters  which  he 
wrote  from  France  at  this  period,  are  unfortunately  lost, 
besides  the  Journals  of  observation  which  he  kept  while  in 
Paria  Those  which  are  here  subjoined,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
afford  but  limited  specimens  of  the  shrewdness  of  observa- 
tion and  playfulness  of  humour,  especially  in  judging  of  the 
characters  of  persons  of  high  public  pretensions,  with  whom 
he  was  occasionally  brought  into  contact,  which  formed,  to 
many  of  his  intimate  friends,  a  leading  point  of  his  character.] 
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I. — To  THE  Bey.  Abohibald  Alison.^ 

Edivboboh,  1M  April  [1780  cr  81.] 

Mt  DEAJt  Abcht, — I  would  have  written  yoa  sooner,  bat 
have  not  been  able  to  summon  np  sufficient  resolution.  When 
I  reooUect  the  many  happj  days  I  have  spent  in  oompany 
with  you  and  Matthew  Stewart,'  my  mind  is  perfectly  over- 
powered. You  knew  how  I  loved  him,  and  how  completely 
all  my  habits  were  formed  to  his.  Never,  I  am  persuaded, 
were  two  men  more  dependent  on  each  other.  I  now  feel  my- 
self solitary  and  helpless,  and  deprived  of  the  friend  who  knew 
eveiy  secret  of  my  heart,  and  directed  me  in  eveiy  step  of  my 
life.    Oh,  Archy,  I  could  not  have  believed  that  it  was  possible 

William  Bobertson,  a  sod  of  Frinoipal 
BobertMQ,  and  afterwarda  a  Lord  of 
Sessioii,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Bobertson 
Ur.  Dngald  Bannatynei  Glasgow ;  Dr. 
James  (Gregory ;  Mr.  Dalzel,  Professor 
of  Ghreek  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
bargh ;  Dr.  Bobertson  Barclay ;  Sir  Gil- 
bert Blane ;  Lord  Glenlee,  &c  The  list 
of  his  fiiends  included,  at  a  later  period, 
besides  tbe  m^ority  of  the  names  of 
his  more  eminent  pupils  already  men- 
tioned, Lord  Lauderdale ;  Lord  Minto, 
fjELther  and  son;  Lord  Selkiik;  Mr. 
PUyfair,  Professor  of  Katoral  Philo- 
sophy  in  the  University ;  Lord  Wood- 
houselee ;  Sir  James  Hall,  long  Pnd- 
dent  of  the  Boyal  Society  of  Edinbmrgh ; 
Ur.  Thomas  Thomson,  Principal  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Session ;  and  Dr.  John 
Thomson,  Professor,  first,  of  Sui^gery  to 
the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  aftenraida, 
of  Pathology  in  the  Uniyersity ;  Mr. 
John  Whishaw,  and  Mr.  Qeoige  Wil- 
son, of  lincoln's  Inn,  London;  Bev. 
Sir  H.  Moncreiff  Wellwood;  Mr.  John 
Maoferlane,  Advocate,  Edinburgh;  Pro* 
feasor  W.  P.  Alison,  Edinburgh ;  Mr, 
John  Allen;  Dr.  John  Leyden;  Dr. 
Samuel  Parr ;  Gen.  Sir  Geoige  Hewitt ; 
the  poets  Campbell  and  Moore,  &c. 


*  Mr.  Stewart*s  friend,  the  Bev. 
Archibald  Alison,  waa  bom  in  1757. 
Mr.  Alison  entered  the  Church  of 
England,  and  waa  for  some  time  curate 
of  Branoepeth,  near  Durham.  He 
exchanged  Brancepeth  for  Sudbury,  in 
Northamptonshire.  He  subsequently 
held  the  livings  of  High  Eicall,  Bod- 
dington,  and  Kenley,  in  Shropshire. 
Mr.  Alison  waa  made  prebendary  of 
Sarum  in  1798.  He  accepted  the  senior 
incumbency  of  St.  Paul%  Chapel,  Edin- 
boigh,  in  1800,  which  he  held  until 
his  death  in  1839.  He  married,  in 
1783,  Dorothea,  daughter  of  Dr.  Gre- 
gory, Professor  of  Physic  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  £dinbttif;h.  Mr.  Alison  waa  a 
popular  and  eloquent  preacher.  He  was 
the  author  of  a  volume  of  Sermons, 
chiefly  on  the  Signs  of  the  Tmet  (1814). 
His  work  on  Tatte,  by  which  he  is  best 
knovm,  is  noticed  at  pp.  zxviii,  xxiz, 
in  JdcnoiT, 

*  Matthew  Stewart  waa  veiy  distantly, 
if  at  all,  reUted  to  Mr.  Stewart  He 
died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight, 
when  he  waa  about  to  take  orders  in  the 
Church  of  England. 

Among  Mr.  Stewart's  most  valued 
early  friends  were,  besides  Mr.  Matthew 
Stewart  and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Alison,  Mr* 
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for  me  to  have  snrvived  him,  far  less  that  I  should  have  been 
able,  within  a  few  days  after  his  death,  to  have  engaged  in 
my  usoal  business.  Indeed,  I  am  astonished  at  my  want  of 
sensibility,  and  often  reproach  myself  when  I  feel,  in  company, 
a  disposition  to  cheerfulness.  But  his  death  has  left  an  im- 
pression on  my  mind,  that  I  am  persuaded  will  never  leave  it, 
and  which  has  almost  entirely  destroyed  my  relish  for  all  my 
former  pursuit&  I  can  fix  my  attention  on  nothing ;  and  the 
only  satisfaction  I  enjoy,  is  in  lamenting  over  him  with  his 
mother  and  sistera — ^Pray  write  me  soon,  and  believe  me  most 
affectionately  yours,  Dugald  Stewabt. 

II. — To  the  Saue. 

DouAT,  ISih  June  17S8. 

Mt  dear  Aroht, — ^I  heard  Sheridan  the  two  first  days,^ 
and  was  disappointed.  He  has  quickness  and  wit,  and  some- 
thing that  passes  with  his  hearers  in  Westminster  Hall  for 
eloquence ;  but  he  neither  is,  nor  ever  will  be,  a  great  speaker. 
The  ciy  is  at  present  so  much  in  his  favour  that  every  criticism, 
either  on  his  matter  or  manner,  is  heard  with  contempt ;  but 
when  the  speech  is  published,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  delu- 
sion will  be  at  an  end.  Of  the  business  part  of  the  speech  I  do 
not  pretend  to  judge  (although,  I  am  certain,  that  Fox  would 
have  stated  the  argument  with  infinitely  greater  perspicuity  and 
force)  ;  but  as  to  his  eloquence^  I  really  do  not  thii^  it  much 
better  than  his  father's  flourishes  in  his  rhetorical  lectures^  and 
it  is  upon  this  that  the  merit  of  the  speech  is  principally  rested 
by  his  admirers.  Indeed,  whatever  the  newspaper  writers  may 
choose  to  say  upon  the  subject,  you  may  be  assured  from  me, 
that  excepting  with  a  very  few  people  in  the  House,  neither  his 
reasoning,  nor  his  detail  of  facts  commanded  the  attention ; 
and  the  only  thing  that  interested  the  whole  assembly  was  a 
set  of  composed  declamations,  which  he  had  scattered  through 
the  speech  at  proper  distances  from  each  other,  and  which 
differed  so  remarkably  from  the  other  parts  of  it,  both  in  point 

^  While  passing  tlirongh  London,  on  his  way  to  the  Continent. 
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of  expiesdon  (for  the  language  was  as  artificial  as  that  of 
Gibbon),  and  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  pronounced, 
that  I  am  perfectly  astonished  that  it  shoidd  have  received  so 
very  high  applause  from  many  people  who  should  know  better. 
But  I  must  delay  a  more  particular  account  of  him  till  I  see 
you.  I  should  be  sorry  to  talk  in  this  way  in  public,  for  it 
would  be  considered  as  mere  petulance  and  affectation ;  but  I 
can  assure  you  his  eloquence  hardly  once  touched  me,  and  that 
I  could  not  see  the  affected  raptures  of  the  people  who  were 
sitting  near  me  without  some  degree  of  indignation.  I  under- 
stand he  made  a  still  greater  display  the  last  day ;  but  I  hardly 
feel  any  regret  at  having  missed  the  opportunity  of  hearing  it, 
for  I  am  sure,  if  I  know  the  full  extent  of  any  man's  powers  in 
the  way  of  eloquence,  it  is  Sheridan's.  He  is  not  once  to  her 
compared  either  to  Fox,  Pitt,  or  Burke.  Indeed,  I  am  assured, 
that  nothing  has  been  heard  half  so  pathetic  and  sublime  as 
Burke's  peroration  at  the  beginning  of  last  session. 

We  have  now  been  ten  days  on  the  Continent ;  but  I  wasso 
busy  in  seeking  out  a  comfortable  house  to  board  in,  and  in 
arranging  our  little  affairs,  that  I  have  hardly  been  able  till 
now,  to  conmiand  an  hour  to  myself.  And  even  at  present,  I 
write  this,  with  Bamsay^  sitting  by  me,  in  a  room  adjoining  to 
mine,  and  repeating  over  ofHHr  and  Stre  to  his  French  master, 
so  that  I  scarcely  know  what  I  have  been  writing.  Wearelodged 
in  the  house  of  a  Benedictine  monk.  AU  the  abbeys  in  this 
neighbourhood  have  houses  belonging  to  them  in  some  of  the 
fortified  towns,  to  which  they  may  retire  in  case  of  war.  Such 
a  house  is  called  the  rejtige  of  the  abbey,  and  is  commonly  in- 
habited by  one  of  the  monks,  who  keeps  it  in  order.  That  in 
which  we  are  boarded  at  present  belongs  to  the  rich  abbey  of 
St  Amand.  It  is  at  least  as  large  as  Heriof  s  Hospital,  and  is 
inhabited  only  by  the  monk,  Mr.  Bamsay,  myself  and  a  few 
servants.  It  is  in  the  environs  of  the  town,  and  has  a  very 
large  and  excellent  garden,  in  which  the  monk  spends  most  of 
his  time,  and  where  we  have  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  his 

^  Mr.  George  Bamsaj,  bod  of  Mr.  Bamsay  of  Bamton,  near  Edmbmigh,  of  wliom 
Mr.  Stewart  had  chai^. 
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oonversation.  He  keeps  an  excellent  table^  which  he  enjoyB 
very  much  himself,  and  has  constantly  some  of  his  friends 
with  him,  so  that,  on  the  whole,  we  are  very  comfortably 
situated.  I  think  we  shall  continue  here  at  least  three  weeks, 
during  which  time  I  request  of  you  to  write  me  more  than 
once. 
Adieu.  Gh)d  bless  you.  Yours  ever  sincerely,  D.  S. 

Direct  for  me,  Chez  M.  TAbb^  Farquharson,  Preddent  du 
CoU^  des  Ecossois,  k  Douay,  La  Flandre. 

in. — To  DuGALD  Baknattns,  Esq.^ 

Mabsbilles,  Aih  AuguiH  1788. 

Mt  dbab  Dugald, — I  write  this  from  Marseilles,  where 
[we]  arrived  the  day  before  yesterday,  after  a  very  pleasant 
journey,  in  the  course  of  which  we  visited  the  Soman  anti- 
quities at  Nimes  and  in  the  neighbourhood.  Indeed,  the 
whole  of  our  journey  from  Paris  (which  has  employed  us  nearly 
a  fortnight),  has  been  most  delightful,  making  allowance  for 
the  intolerable  heat  of  the  climate,  and  the  swarms  of  flies, 
which  give  me  little  rest,  night  or  day,  and  which,  I  hope,  will 
reconcile  me  for  the  rest  of  my  life  to  the  cold  and  wet  weather 
of  Ayrshire.  I  spent  some  hours  yesterday  with  the  Abb^  Baynal,^ 
who  has  been  settled  for  several  years  at  Marseilles ;  and  I  think 
I  never  saw  a  man  whose  conversation  forms  a  more  remarkable 
contrast  [with]  his  writings.  He  is  good-natured  and  com- 
municative, but  the  most  trifling,  clavering  creature  I  ever  met 
with.  He  is  now  seventy-six,  but  still  in  good  health,  and 
still  writing.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  a  history  of  the 
effects  produced  by  the  Bevocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantea 
Ton  may  believe  he  is  not  a  little  pleased  with  the  revolution 
which  is  going  on  in  this  country. 

I  begin  to  long  very  impatiently  to  [see]  my  little  man,*  who, 
I  hope,  continues  to  be  a  good  boy,  and  to  enjoy  the  same 

^  See  above,  Memoir,  p.  ZTiii.  *  His  son  Matthew. 

*  See  above,  Memoir^  p.  Ivii. 
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health  as  before.  I  have  spent  the  summer  as  agreeably  as  I 
could  have  wished,  and  yet  I  don't  think  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter  to  persuade  me  to  leave  him  for  six  months. — ^Believe 
me  ever,  dear  D.,  your  affectionate  brother,  D.  S. 

We  set  out  this  afternoon  for  (Geneva,  and  shall  probably 
pay  a  visit  on  our  way  to  the  Orande  Ghartreuae  in  Dauphine. 
I  think  it  likely  that  we  shall  remain  nearly  a  month  in 
Switzerland. 

IV. — To  Rev.  A.  Alison. 

[Parib,  27a  Avg,  1788.] 

Mt  deab  Abcht, — You  will  already  have  seen  by  the 
papers  the  wonderful  revolution  which  has  taken  place  here 
within  these  two  days.  I  can  say  nothing  fiurther  on  the  sub- 
ject till  we  meet^  &c.,  &c.  The  Archbishop,  I  believe,  has  set 
out  for  Rome. 

The  French  Academy  at  their  8e<moe  the  day  before  yester- 
day (being  the  £§te  of  St.  Louis),  gave  the  prix  dutUite  to 
M.  Neckar,  for  his  late  work  on  the  importance  of  religious 
opinions.  *  Whether  the  academicians  have  changed  their  creed, 
or  whether  it  is  barely  a  compliment  to  the  new  minister,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say.  I  am  indeed  assured,  that  the  thing  was 
determined  a  considerable  time  before  the  change  of  the 
ministry  had  taken  place.  Both  events  happened  the  same 
day.  An  English  gentleman,  who  was  present,  told  me,  that 
he  never  heard  such  general  and  hearty  acclamations  as  when 
the  determination  of  the  Academy  was  announced.  How 
much  have  I  regretted  that  I  did  not  arrive  in  Paris  till  the 
evening  of  that  day  I 

In  very  great  haste,  yours  most  affectionately, 

D.  a 

V. — ^To  THE  Same. 

Paxib,  10<&  Maif  1789. 

Mt  dbab  Abcht, — ^I  arrived  here  early  on  Friday  morning, 
after  a  journey,  which  on  the  whole  was  far  from  disagreeable. 


DUGALD  8TKWART.  OZZIU 

The  weather  was  most  delightfal ;  and  the  countiy,  at  least  on 
this  side  of  the  water^  and  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  the 
greatest  possible  heanty.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  the 
trees  are  already  in  full  leaf. 

The  States-Gteneral  were  opened  two  days  before  my  arrival, 
by  a  speech  from  the  Kiug,  and  another  from  M.  Neckar.  I 
am  very  doubtful,  however,  if  I  should  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure admission,  even  if  I  had  arrived  in  time,  as  a  number  of 
English  people  of  the  first  rank  applied  for  tickets,  without 
success.  Arbuihnot^  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  one,  and 
to  get  into  one  of  the  best  seats  in  the  House,  by  means  of  his 
landlord,  who  happens  to  be  surgeon  to  the  Master  of  Cere- 
monies. And  he  thinks  that  with  a  little  difficulty  he  might 
perhaps  have  been  able  to  procure  another  for  me  through  the 
same  channel.  It  was  by  all  accounts  one  of  the  finest  cere- 
monies that  was  ever  seen ;  but  I  must  refer  you  for  particulars 
to  a  letter  from  A.  to  his  father,  in  which  he  has  given  a  full 
description  of  it  I  have  read  the  King^s  speech,  which  I  think 
excellent,  and  which  I  am  told  was  extremely  well  pronounced. 
Neckar's  lasted  upwards  of  three  hours,  and  according  to  A.  s 
account,  although  it  contained  some  very  striking  passages, 
was  not  one  of  his  best  appearancea  I  suspect,  indeed,  from 
all  accounts  I  have  received  of  it,  that  this  was  the  case.  But 
whatever  was  its  merits  as  a  composition  (of  which  we  shall  be 
able  to  judge  from  its  publication  in  a  few  days),  it  certainly 
answered  most  completely  the  purpose  which  Neckar  had  in 
view,  as  almost  every  sentence  was  received  with  the  loudest 
acclamations  of  ^^  Five  le  Roi  ! — M.  Neckar  r  His  voice  fiEdled 
him  after  he  had  read  about  five  minutes ;  and  the  rest  of  his 
speech  was  read  by  a  friend.  He  appeared  perfectly  cool  and 
possessed  of  himself,  but  I  am  told  is  awkward  in  his  appear- 
ance and  manner,  and  not  a  graceful  speaker  in  public. 

The  day  before  the  meeting,  there  was  a  grand  procession  of 
the  King  and  Boyal  Family,  and  members  of  the  States- 
General  to  the  church.    The  sermon  was  preached  by  the 

^  Fh>lMibly  Bobert  Arbnthnot,  Esq.,  Edinburgli,  elder  brother  of  the  Ute  Sir 
ViTflliam  Arbathnot,  Bart 
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Bishop  (I  think)  of  Nancy,  who  is  a  natural  brother  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans ;  and  I  suppose  had  been  a  veiy  patriotic  one, 
as  manj  passages  in  it  were  received  with  loud  acclamations 
by  the  audience.  I  fmcy  this  is  the  first  instance  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Christian  Church  of  a  preacher  being  clapped  by 
his  hearers.  While  the  procession  was  passing,  there  was  a 
universal  ciy  of  ^^  Vive  le  Boir  but  no  notice  whatever  was 
taken  of  the  Queen.  And  to  mortify  her  still  more,  there  was 
a  cry  of  Five  la  Ducheaae  ^OrUana  !  (who  walked  immediately 
behind  the  Queen),  Vive  cette  vertueuae  Princene .'  I  am  told 
the  Queen  seemed  to  be  extremely  affected  and  agitated  on  the 
occasion.  By  the  way,  the  pamphlet  you  lent  to  Lady  F. 
meets  with  a  good  deal  of  credit  in  this  country.  Some  of  the 
facts  which  are  stated  in  it  are  known  to  be  false,  but  the  great 
outlines  of  the  story  are  very  generally  believed.  It  is  supposed 
to  have  been  partly  with  a  view  of  expressmg  their  antipathy 
at  hcTy  that  the  Cardinal  de  R^  was  chosen  a  deputy  both  by 
the  noblesse,  by  the  clergy,  and  by  the  Tiers  Etat.  By  the 
clergy  he  was  chosen  par  accUmaJtioUj  without  the  formality  of 
a  vote.  He  has,  however,  declined  coming  to  Versailles,  on 
account  of  a  pretended  indisposition ;  but  as  seems  to  be  com- 
monly thought,  irom  the  timidity  of  his  character,  and  his 
unwillingness  to  give  ofiience  to  the  Court 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  injudicious  choice  which  the  Tiers 
Etat  have  in  general  made  of  their  deputies.  By  far  the 
majority  of  them  are  lawyers,  who  are  by  no  means  respected 
by  the  people  of  rank  in  this  countiy,  and  who  are  certainly  of 
all  men  the  least  qualified  for  new-modelling  a  constitution. 
Besides  these,  however,  there  are  a  few  very  respectable  men  of 
letters,  and  a  consideiable  number  of  the  most  enlightened  and 
liberal  among  the  nobility.  The  elections  are  not  yet  entirely 
over,  and  particularly  that  for  Paris  is  still  going  on,  and  pro- 

*  The  Prince  de  Bohan,  Bishop  of  tion  with  Mademe  de  la  Mothe  in  the 

Btraahonrg,  Cardinal,   and  Grand-Al-  aflair  of  the  diamond  nebklace.   Hiaao- 

moner  of  France.     He  had  reoentlj  qtdttal  had  given  great  aatia&otiQn  to 

stood  hia  trial  before  the  Parliament  of  the  pqpolaoe  of  Pane,  whose  feefing 

Paris  (1786),  on  aocoont  of  hia  conneo-  against  the  Qneen  was  strong. 
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bably  will  do  so  for  some  days.  Bailly,^  the  astronomer,  is 
secretary  to  the  electors,  and  it  is  thought  will  be  one  of  their 
deputies.  The  Marquis  de  Gondorcet  was  not  returned  by  the 
Noblesse,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  a 
seat  at  alL  What  is  still  more  remarkable,  the  Duo  de  la 
Bochefoucault,  although  one  of  the  most  respectable  men  in 
France,  and  although  a  decided  friend  of  the  Tiers  Etat^  has 
not  yet  been  chosen  by  that  order.  There  is  some  probability 
that  he  may  be  chosen  for  Paris. 

It  is  curious,  that  among  the  deputies  who  have  been  already 
chosen,  there  are  several  Protestants ;  among  others,  a  Protest- 
ant clergyman^  who  lives  at  Nimes,^  and  who  is  a  friend  of 
M.  Guyot.'  I  shall  send  you,  if  you  choose  it,  a  small  print, 
representing  the  three  orders  in  their  uniforms.  The  noblesse 
were  dressed  d  Za  Henri  IV.;  the  Tiers  Etat^  in  the  drees 
which  lawyers  wear  at  court, — and,  I  understand,  made,  on  the 
whole,  rather  a  blackguard  appearauce. 

The  hold  which  Neckar  has  at  present  of  the  public  opinion 
in  France,  is  perfectly  astonishing.  Whether  he  will  be  able 
to  weather  the  storm  is  veiy  doubtful ;  but  whatever  may  be 
his  own  fate,  there  is  undoubtedly  a  spirit  already  raised  in 
every  comer  of  the  kingdom,  which  will  not  subside  without 
producing  some  important  revolution.  Political  pamphlets, 
and  political  prints^  are  now  as  commonly  on  the  stalls  here  as 
at  London. 

The  States-Gteneral  have  hitherto  been  employed  entirely, 
and  it  is  thought  will  still  be  so  for  a  considerable  time,  in 
settling  preliminariea  I  am  much  mortified  to  hear  that  no 
strangers  are  to  be  admitted  to  their  deliberations ;  but  I  have 
not  as  yet  given  up  all  hopes.    Lord  Daer  ^  by  his  dilatoriness 

1  Member  of  the  French  Academy,  the  a  victim  to  the  ftny  of  the  esctreme 

Academy  of  Sciencei  and  that  of  Inaciip-  democratic  party  in  1793. 

tioDi  and  Belles  Lettrea,  took  a  promin-  *  The  afterwaids  fiunona  Babot  de 

ent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  period.  St  Etienne. 

He  was  the  first  President  of  the  States-  '  M.  Gnyot  was  a  Swiss  clergyman 

General;  and  to  his  infloence  was  owing,  of  considerable  literary  attainments,  and 

in  great  measnre,  the  taking  of  the  an  intimate  fnend  of  Mr.  Stewart, 

fiunous  Tennis  Gonrt  Oath.    He  was  *  Eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk.— 

nibseqnently  Mayor  of  Paris.    He  fell  See  iupra,  p.  Mii. 
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lias  trifled  away  his  time  in  London  with  his  brother,  John, 
always  waiting  till  the  States  should  proceed  to  serious  busi- 
ness, and  by  so  doing  has  lost  the  only  opportunity  which  he 
could  possibly  have  had  of  seeing  all  the  orders  assembled 
together;  as  it  is  understood  that  when  particular  questions 
come  to  be  discussed,  they  will  divide  themselves  into  a  number 
of  separate  bureaux. 

Some  days  before  my  reachiDg  Paris,  there  had  been  a  very 
serious  disturbance,  which  however  had  not  the  most  distant 
connexion  with  the  present  state  of  politics.  It  took  its  rise 
from  an  unguarded  expression  of  an  eminent  manufiBtcturer  about 
the  wages  of  workmen.  About  a  hundred  persons  were  killed 
and  wounded,  according  to  the  most  moderate  computation,  be- 
fore the  military  were  able  to  disperse  the  rioters  completely. 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  found,  to  my  great  mortification,  that 
Madame  de  Lessert,  whose  family  was  the  only  one  at  Paris,  in 
which  I  found  myself  perfectly  at  home,  had  just  set  out  for 
Switzerland  with  her  daughter,  and  what  is  worse,  that  they 
will  probably  leave  it  much  about  the  time  of  our  intended 
tour.  I  think  it  likely  that  we  shall  remain  here  till  the  end 
of  June. 

I  had  a  great  deal  more  to  say,  but  I  must  despatch  this 
instantly  to  catch  the  post  Best  compliments  to  Mrs.  Alison, 
and  to  all  my  other  friends. — Believe  me  ever  yours,  very 
sincerely,  Dugald  Stewart. 

VI. — To  THB  Same. 

PABia,  Z(Hh  May  1789. 

Mt  deab  Abohv, — I  received  your  letter  to-day,  and  along 
with  it  a  letter  from  Mr.  Miller,^  which  makes  my  mind  per- 
fectly easy  for  the  present  with  respect  to  Matthew  and  the 
children  at  Cumnock.  I  am  too  happy  to  find  that  your  letters 
contain  no  disagreeable  accounts  of  my  other  friends,  for  there 
are  so  many  people  in  whom  I  am  interested,  and  such  is  the 
foolish  anxiety  of  my  temper,  that  when  I  am  from  home,  I 
am  almost  afraid  to  hear  of  the  arrival  of  the  post.    Don't 

^  Mr.  Stewart's  brother-in-law,  Bev.  Mr.  Miller  of  Gmnnock. 
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imagine  from  this  that  I  am  in  low  spirits ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
am  in  perfect  health,  and  have  spent  my  time  since  I  camo 
here  as  agreeably  as  I  could  have  wished. 

The  States-General  here  have  hitherto  done  nothing,  nor 
indeed  have  any  of  the  orders  as  yet  constituted  themselves 
into  a  body.  The  first  question  which  naturally  engaged  their 
attention  after  their  assembling  at  Versailles,  related  to  the 
mode  of  their  deliberation ;  whether  it  should  be  par  tete  ou 
par  ordre.  The  Noblesse  and  clergy  (particularly  the  former, 
for  the  latter  body  contains  a  much  greater  number  of  patriots 
than  could  have  been  expected)  wished  that  the  three  orders 
should  in  the  first  place  proceed  separately,  d  la  verification  de 
leurs  pouvoirs  ;  by  which  I  presume  they  mean,  an  examination 
of  the  legality  of  the  elections,  and  of  the  different  powers, 
whether  limited  or  unlimited,  which  the  deputies  have  received 
from  their  constituents.  To  this  proposal  the  Tiers  Etat  re- 
fused to  accede,  because  they  insisted  that  each  of  the  orders 
was  as  much  interested  in  ascertaining  the  legality  of  the 
elections  in  the  other  orders  as  in  its  own,  and  that  therefore 
even  this  preliminary  business  should  be  discussed  in  a  com- 
mon Assembly,  or  at  least  by  commissaries  named  by  the  three 
orders  for  the  purpose.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  their 
intention  at  first,  if  a  majority  of  the  Noblesse  and  Clergy 
should  continue  to  oppose  their  claim,  to  invite  such  indivi- 
duals among  these  bodies  to  join  them  as  were  willing  to  deli- 
berate with  them  in  common,  and  to  address  the  King  to  give 
his  sanction  to  the  States-General  so  constituted;  but  this 
measure  seems  now  to  be  laid  aside,  probably  in  consequence 
of  their  finding  the  very  great  majority  of  the  Noblesse,  who 
appear  to  be  determined  to  support  their  own  pretensions.  At 
a  late  meeting  of  that  body,  it  was  resolved  to  adhere  to  the 
mode  of  deliberating  par  ordre,  not  only  on  the  preliminary 
questions  concerning  the  verification  of  their  powers,  but  on  all 
questions  whatever.  On  this  occasion,  indeed,  there  was  a  con- 
siderable number  who  did  not  vote ;  and  there  were,  I  think, 
siasteen  who  protested,  among  which  last  number  were,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  the  Duke  of  Liancourt,  the  Duke  of  Boche- 
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foucault  (who  was  chosen  one  of  the  deputies  for  the  Noblesse 
of  Paris),  the  MarqniB  de  Montesquieu,  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  and  some  others  of  very  high  distinction.  How  the 
matter  will  end,  it  is  very  difficult  to  foresee,  for  the  Tiers  Etat 
seem  to  be  perfecUj  united,  and  to  proceed  with  great  delibera- 
tion and  coolness.  Some  seem  to  think,  that  if  every  plan  of 
condliation  should  fail,  they  will  return  home  to  their  constitu- 
ents without  giving  their  consent  to  any  taxes  whatever,  in 
which  case  consequences  of  a  very  serious  nature  must  follow. 
In  the  meantime,  the  King  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the  three 
orders,  desiring  them  to  send  conunissioners  to  state  the  points 
upon  which  they  differ,  in  presence  of  the  Oarde  dea  SceauXj 
and  some  other  members  of  the  Council,  that  his  Majesty, 
after  being  informed  of  the  arguments  on  both  sides,  may  have 
it  in  his  power  to  operate  more  eflfectually  towards  a  reconcilia- 
tion. M.  Neckar  will  probably  on  this  occasion  find  himself 
under  a  necessity  of  being  more  explicit  with  respect  to  his 
own  wishes  than  he  has  hitherto  been.  He  has  avoided  as 
much  as  possible  to  declare  his  private  opinion  upon  the  great 
question  concerning  the  mode  of  deliberation,  and  I  suppose 
wished  to  leave  himself  at  liberty  to  act  as  circumstances  might 
direct  him.  This  was  perhaps  the  wisest  plan,  on  the  whole, 
for  a  man  placed  in  his  difficult  situation ;  but  it  has  hurt  him 
not  a  little  in  the  opinion  of  the  more  violent  Bepublicans. 
Among  these,  one  of  the  most  diertinguiBhed  for  his  abilities,  is 
the  Comte  de  Mirabeau,  who  wants  nothing  but  a  good  dia- 
racter  to  make  him  a  leading  man  in  this  country.  The 
Economists  are  all  at  bottom  against  Neckar,  but  I  think  he 
still  maintains  his  ground  in  the  opinion  of  the  more  moderate 
people  of  every  description.  Even  those  who  are  most  disposed 
to  criticise  his  conduct,  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  name 
another  person  who  is  qualified  to  succeed  him. 

AthJvne, 

I  had  written  so  far,  intending  to  have  sent  my  letter  by  last 
post,  but  I  was  too  late  in  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  I  have  a  few  other  particulars  to  add  to 
what  I  have  already  written. 


DUOALD  STEWART.  GZXIX 

The  Noblesse  and  the  Clergy  did  not  meet  on  Monday  or 
Tuesday,  as  Sunday  was  PefUecost^  and  the  two  following 
dajB  Jours  de/ete^  but  the  Tiers  JEtat  continued  their  deliberar 
tionSy  without  however  doing  anything  of  much  consequence. 
Of  late  they  have  admitted  strangers  into  the  gallery,  which 
they  are  always  to  do  for  the  future,  and  I  accordingly  went  to 
Versailles  the  day  before  yesterday  to  hear  one  of  their  debates. 
The  subject  (which  I  have  not  time  to  explain  to  you  at  pre- 
sent) was  not  very  interesting,  but  on  the  whole  I  was  very 
well  pleased  with  what  I  heard.  The  Comte  de  Mirabeau 
spoke  repeatedly,  along  with  several  others,  who  I  think  want 
nothing  but  practice  to  make  them  very  good  debaters.  Many 
of  the  members  have  already  laid  aside  the  costume  prescribed 
to  them,  and  appeared  with  coloured  clothes  and  with  swords. 
One  man,  who  I  presume  has  seen  our  House  of  Commons, 
was  dressed  in  boots  and  buckskin  breeches.  They  have 
adopted  all  our  Parliamentary  expressions,  to  a  degree  which  is 
somewhat  ludicrous.  Faire  une  motion  ;  Proposer  v/n  amende^ 
merUy  &c. ;  L'honoraile  membre  qui  vieni  de  porter y  &a,  with  a 
great  many  others.  In  speaking  of  themselves  too,  they  always 
call  themselves  Les  Communes^  and  not  Tiers  Etat  The  prin- 
cipal speakers  who  have  hitherto  distinguished  themselves  are, 
M.  Babot  de  St  Etienne  (the  Protestant  clergyman  whom  I 
formerly  mentioned,  and  who  has  decidedly  at  present  the  prin- 
cipal lead  in  the  Assembly),  M.  de  Volney  (the  traveller),  M. 
Target  (a  very  eminent  lawyer,  and  a  Member  of  the  French 
Academy),  the  Comte  de  Mirabeau,  the  Chevalier  Dnpont  [de 
Nemours]  (the  economist),  besides  a  variety  from  the  pro- 
vinces, whose  names  have  never  been  heard  of  before.  The 
name  of  Babot  de  Si  Etienne  is  at  present  as  well  known  in 
France  as  that  of  Fox  in  England. 

VIL— To  THE  Same. 

[Pabb,  27a  JwM  17S9.] 

My  deab  Aboht, — ^I  had  begun  a  very  long  letter  for  you, 
which  I  find  I  cannot  possibly  get  ready  for  you  till  next  poet. 

...  f 
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I  mart  Hnerelbre  content  myself  at  present,  with  mentioning  to 
70a,  tbat  the  day  before  yeaterdi^  the  King  aent  a  letter  to  the 
Clergy  and  the  Nobleflee,  deriring  them,  by  every  oonaideratkm 
of  r^urd  for  his  person,  and  of  attachment  to  their  coontiy,  to 
mute  themeelves  insUmUy  with  the  Tien  EUUj  which  they 
accordingly  did  that  reiyday;  and,  accordingly,  M.  Bailly 
acts  at  present  as  President  of  the  Eiats  CUnSraux^  with  the 
Archbishop  of  Vienne  on  his  right  hand,  and  the  Comte  de 
Clermont  Tonnerre  (who  had  been  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Noblesse)  on  his  left.  It  is  thonght  that  they  will  change 
their  president  every  two  or  three  weeks,  at  leart  for  some 
time,  and  that  they  will  take  them  alternately  from  their 
different  orders. 

There  was  no  business  done  yesterday  at  Versailles,  and 
there  will  be  none  to-day.  People's  heads  are  at  present  so 
light  that,  I  suppose,  it  will  be  some  time  before  they  can  settle 
themselves  to  anything  serious.  It  is  supposed  that  the  Etaia 
04nSra/um  will  bqq;in  their  proceedings  by  drawing  up  a  dedara^ 
tion  of  rights.  D.  S. 

VnL— To  THE  Same. 

Pabb,  17a  a^  1789. 

Mt  deab  Aboht, — ^I  cannot  tell  you  how  happy  your  letter 
has  made  me.  To  think  of  passing  another  winter  in  your 
society  is  more  than  I  could  have  looked  forward  to ;  and  it  is 
a  prospect  which  gives  me  double  pleasure  at  present,  when 
a  hng  absence  from  home  has  made  me  more  sensible  than  ever 
of  the  comfort  of  speaking  to  a  friend. — ^I  would  willingly  flatter 
myself  with  the  hope  that  something  must  be  done  for  you  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months ;  but,  at  any  rate,  I  hope  you  will 
not  delay  any  longer  an  event  which  depends  only  on  yourself, 
— I  mean  the  publication  of  your  papers.^  Pray?  have  you 
sent  any  of  them  as  yet  to  London,  or  have  they  been  men- 
tioned to  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds  ? 

I  have  spent  my  time  very  pleasantly  dnce  I  came  here,  and 

^  TbeEsMTioBtlMiirtiliifvaiMriVMc^plM^!^^ 
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have  seen  a  good  many  extraordinary  men,  and  some  still  more 
extraordinary  women.  But  as  we  are  to  meet  so  soon,  I  shall 
not  at  present  enter  into  particolars.  De  Bonneville^  is  as 
amiable,  as  diverting,  and  as  mad  as  ever.  He  has  been  laboar- 
ing  at  a  history  of  Modem  Europe,  and  has  already  j>rtn^  (but 
not  published)  the  first  three  volumes.  I  have  read  only  a  few 
pages,  which  I  think  are  eloquent,  but  extravagant  beyond  con- 
ception. There  is  nothing  in  Baynal  half  so  violent  against 
kings  and  priests ;  and  he  seems  to  think  it  the  great  object 
which  philosophers  ought  to  have  in  view,  ^'  to  unking  and  «n- 
priest''  the  earth  (deroiaer  and  depr4trailler  la  terre;  two 
words  which  are,  I  believe,  of  his  own  invention).  By  his 
means  I  have  got  acquainted  with  a  lady  (Madame  la  Pr^- 
dente  de  Fleurieu),  who  is,  if  possible,  a  greater  curiosity  than 
himself.  She  is  the  aimdble  MSlanie  of  whom  Bousseau  speaks 
in  some  of  his  works.  She  was  married  when  almost  a  child, 
and  very  soon  separated  from  her  husband,  who  is  still  alive, 
and  who  commonly  resides  at  Lyons. 

The  pleasantest  woman,  by  far,  whom  I  have  seen  here,  and 
the  most  respectable,  is  Madame  de  Lessert,  the  mother  of  two 
young  gentlemen  of  that  name  who  studied  some  years  ago  at 
Edinburgh.  She,  too,  was  a  very  intimate  friend  of  Bousseau's, 
and  it  was  for  her  daughter  that  he  wrote  his  introduction  to 
botany ;  but  she  is  a  woman  perfectly  free  from  every  sort  of 
pretension,  and  occupied  entirely  with  the  education  of  her 
children.  M.  Berquin  (the  children's  friend),  to  whom  I  was 
lately  introduced  by  De  Bonneville,  and  who  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  most  delightful  creature,  told  me,  that  of  all  the  women  he 
ever  knew,  Madame  de  Lessert  was  the  best  wife  and  the  best 
mother.  M.  Guyot,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  youug  men 
when  they  were  in  Scotland,  and  who  is  one  of  their  nearest 
relations,  still  lives  with  them,  and  has  been  of  more  use  to  me 
than  any  person  I  have  met  with  at  Paris. 

1   Nicholas   de   Bonnenlle,    (1760-  Modeme  (1789-1792);   and  rJStprit 

1828),   a  journalist  and  poet  of  the  de»  MeUgiani  {1191).    HewasaQiron- 

period ;   and  author  of  yarions  works,  dist,  and  friend  of  LafaTette. 
among  others,  Higtoire  de  VJEurcpe 
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I  am  just  letorDed  from  a  little  ezpeditioQ  to  the  country 
with  Arbathnot,  in  tbe  oonrae  of  which  we  visited  Ennenon- 
Yilley  where  I  need  not  infonn  yonthat  Jean  Jaoqoes^  is  boned. 
I  was  miserably  disappointed  to  find  eveiyUjing  in  such  dis- 
order, partly  in  conseqnenoe  of  the  negligence  of  the  proprietor, 
and  partly  of  the  winter^s  floods,  which  last  season  occasioned 
an  overflowing  of  his  artificial  lakes,  and  entirely  disfignred 
some  of  his  most  beantifal  scenes.  I  must,  however,  do  him 
the  justice  to  say,  that  it  is  the  only  place  I  have  ever  seen  in 
France  which  can  give  the  foreigner  some  idea  of  the  En^ish 
style  of  gardening,  and  that  he  has  had  the  good  sense  to  leave 
his  park,  particnlarly  that  part  of  it  which  he  calls  the  Deaeri, 
and  which,  indeed,  is  very  fine,  in  full  possession  of  its  natural 
advantages. 

You  will  have  heard  already  of  the  dismission  of  the  Oarde 
desScea/uXy  an  event  which  has  given  great  joy  to  the  populace 
here.  For  some  days  past  they  have  been  testifying  their  satis- 
&ction  by  throwing  squibs  and  crackers,  and  by  playing  all  the 
other  pranks  of  a  London  mob.  I  passed  the  Pont  Neuf  this 
forenoon,  where  they  were  assembled  in  great  numbers^  and 
where  they  forced  eveiy  passenger  to  pull  o£F  his  hat  to  the 
statue  of  Henri  IV. 

Believe  me  ever  most  sincerely  yourSi  D.  S 

You  owe  this  long  letter  in  part  to  most  agreeable  accounts 
which  I  have  just  received  of  Matthew.    Qod  bless  you  1 

IX. — To  THE  Bahe. 

[EDnmmaH],  STA  Nov.  1791. 

Mt  dxabbst  Aboht, — ^After  congratulating  you  on  your 
new  dignity,  allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  a&irs  of 
France,  which  are  going  on  more  and  more  eveiy  day  to  my 
satisfiEM^on.  The  king^s  negative  to  the  decree  conceming  the 
Emigrants,  was,  I  think,  a  most  judicious  measure,  and  con- 
certed with  the  best  fiiends  to  the  new  constitution ;  and  the 
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behayionr  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  people,  in  consequence 
of  it,  has  done  more  than  any  former  occurrence  to  overwhelm 
those  in  this  country  who  were  of  opinion  that  the  efficiency  of 
the  (rovemment  was  entirely  at  an  end. 

The  magnitude  of  the  Civil  List  (which,  I  am  told,  is  not 
less  than  a  million  and  a  half  sterling),  would,  indeed,  be  an 
enormous  evil,  and  an  endless  source  of  corruption,  if  it  were 
to  be  continued  to  the  King's  successors;  but  in  a  country 
where  the  manners  have  been  formed  under  an  arbitrary  govern- 
ment, and  where  some  time  must  elapse  before  the  ideas  of  the 
people  are  completely  changed,  I  am  not  certain  if  it  is  not 
fortunate,  on  the  whole,  to  secure  to  the  executive  power  such 
a  weight  as  may  consolidate  the  different  parts  of  so  vast  a 
system,  and  may  preserve  the  people  in  that  tranquillity  which 
is  necessary  to  enable  the  new  constitution  to  produce  its  full 
effects  on  their  industry  and  their  morala  The  pains  which 
some  writers  in  Paris  are  taking  at  present  for  the  instruction 
of  the  lower  orders,  are  most  meritorious,  and  cannot  fail  to 
have  the  happiest  effects.  I  have  seen  lately  some  excellent 
numbers  of  a  paper  entitled,  Feuille  ViUageoise,  which  is 
written  by  the  Abb^  Cerutti,  and  by  Babot  de  St  Etienne ; 
and  the  new  Assembly^  is  soon  to  be  occupied  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bishop  of  Autun's^  plan  of  National  Instnic- 
tion.  The  little  disorders  which  may  now  and  then  occur  in  a 
country,  where  things  in  general  are  in  so  good  a  train,  are  of 
very  inconsiderable  importance. 

You  would  regret,  as  I  did  at  first,  Fayette's  disappointment 
in  his  competition  for  the  mayoralty  ;  but  although  I  am  sorry 
he  should  fail  in  any  attempt  he  engages  in,  I  am  disposed  to 
believe  that  the  election  of  P^thion^  is  a  fortunate  event  for  the 
country.  He  is  a  man  of  most  excellent  character,  both  in 
public  and  private  Ufe,  and  possesses  the  unbounded  confidence 
of  that  part  of  the  Parisian  populace  from  which  insurrections 
are  chiefiy  to  be  dreaded.    I  consider,  therefore,  his  election  as 

^  The  LegifllatiTe  opened  Ist  October         '  P6ihion*B    election    was    effected 
1791.  cbiefij  by  the  support  of  the  Girond- 

*  TaUeynmd.  iste. 
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a  perfect  security  against  all  groundless  tumults ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  must  be  an  effectual  check  against  any  unwar- 
rantable attempts  which  the  Court  might  make,  to  have  the 
government  of  Paris  lodged  in  such  hands  as  those  of  P^thion 
and  Boederer. 

The  depreciation  of  the  Assignats  still  continues,  but  cannot 
last  long.  I  saw  a  gentleman  yesterday,  who  told  me  that  a 
friend  of  his  had  received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  most  eminent 
bankers  of  Paris,  in  which  he  reconmiends  it  as  the  best  of  all 
possible  speculations,  for  a  monied  man  to  purchase  Assignats, 
as  he  thinks  before  the  end  of  a  year  they  will  be  very  little 
under  par.  Another  gentleman  told  me,  that  he  had  seen  the 
proprietor  of  an  estate  near  Havre,  who  said  that  his  tenants 
had  already  offered  him  an  advance  of  three  shillings  per  acre, 
and  to  charge  themselves  with  the  payment  of  the  territorial 
tax  (amountiDg  to  one-sixth  of  the  rent). 

X. — To  THE  Same. 

liAiBaBAW,  2M  Odober  1792. 

France  goes  on  well.  The  new  Assembly^  indeed,  has  not 
hitherto  made  a  good  figure  in  the  papers ;  but  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  it  consists  of  men  ftdly  equal  to  their 
predecessors.  The  committees  were  not  completely  organized 
by  the  last  accounts  I  saw,  and  till  they  are  fairly  brought  into 
action,  you  need  not  be  surprised  at  any  absurdities  that  the 
Assembly  commits.  The  members  you  must  consider,  at  pre- 
sent, as  a  set  of  men  brought  together  from  different  comers  of 
the  country,  ftdl  of  mutual  jealousy  and  distrust ;  and  you  may 
believe  that  those  who  are  afterwards  to  guide  their  delibera- 
tions, will  be  the  least  forward  to  show  themselves  till  they 
know  their  ground.  My  hopes  on  the  subject  are  much  con- 
firmed by  a  good  deal  of  private  information  I  have  received 
of  late,  which  I  have  not  leisure  to  mention  to  you  in  detail 

I  met  with  a  gentleman  a  few  days  ago  at  Fullarton  who 
had  left  Bome  last  February,  and  who  received  a  letter  from  it 

^  The  Kational  ConTention,  which  met  on  the  20th  September  of  tfaii  yew. 
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a  few  days  ago.  By  the  letter,  the  accounts  of  the  Pope's  iUness 
are  confirmed,  and  it  is  also  mentioned,  that  the  people  are 
talking  sanguinely  of  restoring,  upon  his  death,  their  ConsuU 
and  their  Senate. 

I  ever  am,  my  dear  Abchy,  most  sincerely  and  affectionately 
yours,  DuQALD  Stewa&t. 

XI. — To  THB  Same. 

(Edibbuboh,]  Saturday,  Jamtary  1793. 

Mt  dxab  Abght, — I  rejoice  at  the  birth  of  your  son,^  and 
still  more  at  the  good  accounts  you  give  of  Mr&  Alison.  I 
don't  know  what  duties  your  Church  imposes  on  a  godfather, 
but  I  promise  to  do  all  I  can  to  make  him  a  Philosopher  and 
an  Economist ;  and  I  engage,  as  soon  as  he  begins  to  snuff 
(which,  I  suppose,  he  will  do  in  a  dozen  years  hence),  to  make 
him  the  present  of  a  very  handsome  box  which  I  received  lately, 
with  the  Bights  of  Man  inscribed  on  the  lid. 

I  am  anxious,  no  less  than  you,  about  France,  but  I  hope  the 
best  I  saw  a  letter  from  Tom  Douglas,^  written  firom  Paris 
a  few  weeks  ago,  in  which  he  seems  pleased  with  the  state  of 
things  on  the  whole.  The  Government  very  weak,  but  so  very 
great  a  proportion  of  the  people  anxiously  desiring  the  return 
of  order,  that  he  thinks  it  cannot  fail  to  be  quickly  re-estab- 
lished. A  slight  insurrection  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  rather 
an  advantage,  as  it  would  probably  be  the  means  of  establishing 
an  armed  force,  which  (he  sajrs)  is  all  that  appears  necessary. 
Buret's  motion  to  that  effect,  failed  chiefly  on  account  of  its 
being  proposed  in  an  injudicious  form.  He  had  seen  Condorcet 
and  Boederer,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  the  conductor  of  the 
Journal  de  Paris,  Boederer  speaks  slightly  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Convention  excepting  Condorcet  and  Sidyes,^  who, 
according  to  him,  are  the  only  men  in  it  of  first-rate  abilities. 
There  are  a  good  many  men  of  second-rate  talents  and  con- 

^NowSir  A.  AliBOD,  Bart  >  The  well-known  Abb6,  author  of  the 

'  Afterwards  Earl  of  Selkirk.  memorable  pamphlet,  Qu'eit^ce  quB  U 

TienEtaif 
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sideiable  eloquence,  such  as  Vergniaud,^  Guadet,  ice.  Bat 
Condoroet  and  Sidyes  have  fortunately  got  the  lead  in  the 
constitutional  committee,  so  that,  I  think,  something  may  be 
expected  from  their  labour& 

I  tremble  at  the  thought  of  war,  because  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  risking  the  prosperity  and  the  tranquillity  of  this  country 
on  the  throw  of  a  die.  If  we  engage  in  it,  it  will  open  a  new 
source  of  political  events,  the  final  issue  of  which  is  beyond  all 
calculation ;  but  I  think,  in  general,  we  may  venture  to  predict, 
that  it  wiU  not  be  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  those  who  are 
most  anxious  to  promote  it  Is  it  not  melancholy  that  the 
occurrences  of  the  last  twenty  years  should  have  taught  states- 
men BO  little  wisdom  ?  The  inihtuation  of  this  part  of  the 
country  is  beyond  all  belief.  A  few  weeks  have  turned  the  tide 
most  effectually,  and  all  freedom,  both  of  speech  and  of  the 
press,  is  for  a  time  suspended.  But  things  cannot  long  con- 
tinue in  their  present  state,  and  Government  will  undoubtedly 
miscalculate  its  strength  if  it  counts  much  on  newspaper  de- 
clarations. The  late  shocking  barbarities  at  Paris,  have  fur- 
nished the  means  of  inflaming  popular  passions ;  but  if  order 
were  established  in  that  country,  or  if  the  events  of  next 
campaign  should  be  as  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  our 
politicians  as  those  of  the  last,  I  am  afraid  to  look  forwafd  to 
the  consequences.  I  own  I  am  still  in  hopes  that  the  storm 
may  blow  over,  and  that  the  mercantile  interest  of  the  country 
may  have  the  sense  and  spirit  to  come  forward  as  they  ought. 
The  declaration  of  the  Executive  Council  should,  I  think, 
have  some  effect' 

'  The  Depiatj    for  Bordeaux— like  the  French  Amhaasador  from  the  Court 

Goadorcet,  a  Girondisti  and  destined  to  of  England  three  days  after  the  exeoa- 

play  a  conspionoiiB  part  in  the  course  of  tion  of  the  King.    "Mr.  Stewart^  it  thns 

the  Bevolntion.  appearsi  unhesitatingly  concurred  with 

*  The  commnnieation,  of  date  4th  the  minority  of  Parliament  in  depreca- 

January  1793,  by  M.  le  Bmn,  Minister  ting  the  war  with  France.    With  the 

for  Foreign  Affidrs,  in  reply  to  Lord  notes  on  political  eyents  given  in  those 

Grenville,  the  tone  of  which  was  tern-  letters  may  be  compared  Disserioitofi, 

perate  and  conciliatory.     The  oorres-  part  iii.,  Worhs,  vol.  L  p.  487,  €i  Hq., 

pondenoe  between  the  two  Goremments  which  contains  Bir.  StewartVi  matured 

was  closed  on  the  24th  of  this  month  reflections  on  the  general  issues  of  the 

by  I^rd  Gx«nTil]e*s  Note,  dismissing  morements here referredtoasin progress. 
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XII. — Mb.  Stkwabt  to  Francis  Hobneb,  Esa 

Nkwbaitlb  Abbbt,  Sih  June  1805. 

Mt  dsab  Sib, — The  s&Lir  of  Lord  M.  [Melville]  has, 
since  the  date  of  your  letter,  assumed  a  much  more  serious 
aspect  than  it  then  wore,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  terminate  in 
a  manner  so  decisive  as  to  dose  for  ever  his  political  career, — 
an  event  which  I  consider  as  synonymous  with  the  emancipa- 
tion and  salvation  of  Scotland.  His  friends  here,  in  the  mean- 
time, although  disconcerted  and  mortified  by  the  late  proceed- 
ings in  the  House  of  Commons/  are  far  from  giving  up  his 
cause  as  desperate,  and  (for  what  reason  I  know  not)  their 
language  has  become  bolder  within  the  last  week.  You  will 
probably  have  already  heard  that,  on  the  King's  birthday,  his 
health  was  given  among  other  public  toasts  in  the  Parliament 
House ;  and  I  have  this  day  learned,  that  the  same  compliment 
was,  on  the  same  occasion,  paid  to  him  by  the  Magistrates  of 
Glasgow.  How  the  toast  was  received  there  I  don't  know; 
but  at  Edinburgh,  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  who  was  present, 
that  it  was  drunk  with  considerable  enthusiasm. 

May  I  request  of  you,  while  this  momentous  question  remains 
in  suspense,  to  send  me  all  the  information  you  can  collect  ?  I 
am  indeed  the  worst  of  all  correspondents ;  but  I  can,  with 
great  truth,  assure  you,  that  in  proportion  to  my  own  want  of 
punctuality  in  letter-writing,  is  my  gratitude  to  such  of  my 
friends  as  have  the  goodness  to  overlook  it 

After  speaking  of  Lord  M.,  whose  fall  is  so  interesting  to  the 
empire  at  large,  and  more  particularly  to  every  independent 
man  in  this  part  of  the  island,  I  am  ashamed  to  mention  the 
miserable  Eirk  Politics  in  which  I  have  lately  had  the  misfor- 

^  The  CommoDB,  by  the  caitiiig-Tote  hie  neme  from  the  list  of  Privy  Goun- 
of  the  speaker,  had  affinned  Bir.Whit-  cillora.  He  was  rabeequently,  how- 
bread's  resolutions,  which  embodied  a  ever,  acquitted  by  the  Peers  of  the 
chaxge  of  malTersation  against  Lord  practices  charged  by  the  Ckxmmons,  and 
MeWille.  This  led  to  his  lordship's  was  again  admitted  a  member  of  the 
resignation  of  his  office  of  First  Lord  of  Pri-vy  Comicil. 
the  Admiralty,  and  to  the  erasure  of 
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tune  to  be  involyed.  And  yet,  drcomfltanoed  as  we  were,  it 
was  absolutely  neoessaiy  for  the  fiiends  of  liberality  and  of 
learning,  to  submit  to  a  contest  with  the  enemy,  and  I  am  not 
without  hopes,  that  after  the  victory  we  have  gained,  we  shall 
be  less  priest-ridden  in  our  Scotch  Universities  than  we  have 
been  during  the  long  period  of  Lord  M/s  administration. 
That  all  our  College  offices  should  in  future  be  given  to 
clergymen  (f£  clergymen  could  be  found  competent  to  fill  them), 
was  a  system  publicly  avowed  by  some  of  his  nearest  relations 
and  most  confidential  friends,  at  the  time  when  the  profiusor- 
ship  of  Bhetoric  was  last  vacant^  The  general,  I  might  almost 
say  the  universal  sense  of  the  public,  seems  at  present  to  be 
decidedly  hostile  to  such  an  idea.' 
Believe  me  always  yours  most  truly,         Dugald  Stkwabt. 


XIII. — ^Mn.  Stewabt  to  F.  Hobmsb,  Esq. 

Wedmuday  [Fbitmarh,  12(A  Feby.  1806]. 

My  deab  Sib, — I  had  the  pleasure  of  learning  from  Debarry  ^ 
the  victorious  result  of  the  Cambridge  election  the  day  before 
your  letter  reached  me.^  But  the  satisfaction  which  this,  and  the 
general  aspect  of  our  domestic  concerns  has  given  me,  is  not  a 
little  damped  by  the  apprehensions  which  I  have  all  along  felt, 
that  we,  on  this  side  of  the  Tweed,  may  not  be  destined  to 
share  in  the  good  fortune  which  seems  now  to  await  the  other 
parts  of  the  empire. 

The  information  contained  in  your  letter  is  not  new  to  me ; 
and  I  know  too  well  that  your  statements  are  not  exaggerated.^ 


*  Mr.  Stowait  here  refisTB  to  the  «p- 
pointment  of  the  Bev.  Andrew  Brown, 
1>.D.  (one  of  the  minieten  of  Edin- 
horgh),  to  the  chair  of  Bhetoiio  and 
Bellee  Lottree,  in  opporition  to  another, 
and,  in  his  o|nnion,  more  qualified  and 
eligible  candidate— Dr.  Thomas  Brown, 
afterwards  Professor  of  Moral  Philoso- 
phy in  the  Unirersitj. 

'  For  notice  of  the  Leslie  Case,  see 
above,  Mdmnnir,  p.  Izzr.,  €t  sa;. 


*  BeT.  Mr.  Bebsny,  Fellow  of  Trinity 
CoDegOy  Csmbridge. 

*  The  return  of  Lord  Henry  Petty  for 
the  UniTerrity  of  Cambridge,  over  Lord 
Althorpe,  by  331  to  144. 

*  Mr.  Homer,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Stewart,  had  refiBrred  to  the  report  of 
an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  certain  poli- 
tical leaders  in  Scotland,  to  transfer  the 
patronage  and  administration  of  the 
ooontry  into  the  hands  of  Itfrd  Moira, 
in  room  of  Lord  Melville. 
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Eveiyihing,  however,  that  can  be  done  from  this  quarter  has 
been  done  ahready,  through  the  medium  of  Lord  Lauderdale, 
and  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  keep  H.  Ersldne  as  steady  as 
possible  to  his  old  principles.  My  principal^  and  indeed  my 
only  hope,  is  founded  on  the  good  sense  and  the  justice  of  the 
present  ministry,  who,  I  trust,  after  the  triumph  which  they 
have  gained  for  the  country  at  large,  will  not  deliver  us  over, 
with  additional  mortification  and  disgrace,  into  the  hands  of 
our  old  oppressors.  The  impeachment  of  Melville  renders  the 
whole  project  so  completely  extravagant  and  absurd,  that  I 
cannot  conceive  that  it  should  meet  with  the  slightest  counte- 
nance from  any  one  individual  in  the  Cabinet,  excepting  the 
person  by  whom  it  was  conceived.  Should,  however,  these 
hopes  be  disappointed,  my  resolution  is  aheady  formed, — not 
to  enter  again,  at  my  time  of  life,  on  a  new  term  of  servitude, 
if  I  should  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  burying  myself  in 
Wales,  or  of  emigrating  to  America. 

I  flatter  myself  you  will  continue  your  goodness  in  writing 
often  till  this  critical  juncture  is  fEurly  over. 

Mrs.  S.  begs  her  kindest  remembrances.    Yours  ever, 

D.  S. 

XIV. — To  Sib  Samuel  Romillt.^ 

KznrxiL  Housb,  /iine  2S,  1810. 

Mt  deab  Sib, — I  have  yet  to  thank  you  for  the  very  great 
pleasure  I  received  from  your  Observations  on  the  Criminal 
Law  of  England.  On  every  point  which  you  have  there  touched 
upon,  your  reasonings  carried  complete  conviction  to  my  mind ; 
and  however  unsuccessful  they  may  have  been  in  accompUsh- 
ing  your  object  in  Parliament,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  must 
have  produced  a  very  strong  impression  on  public  opinion.  I 
hope  that  nothing  will  discourage  you  from  the  prosecution  of 
your  arduous  undertaking,  in  which  you  cannot  fail  to  be 
seconded  by  the  good  wishes  of  every  man  of  common  humanity, 

^  With  reference  to   his  pamphlet,  tared  (1S10)  : — ^the  recogniaed  aoorce 

Obiervalwiu  en  the  OrimMud  Law  a$  of  the  changes  by  which  the  aeTeritj  of 

U  rekUei  to  CapiUd  PumshmaUtf  and  the  English  Crimiual  Law  haa  been 

on  the  Mode  in  which  it  ie  Adminie-  since  that  time  mitigated. 
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whoee  imderatandiiig  is  not  altogether  blinded  by  professional 
or  by  political  prejudices. 

I  was  more  particularly  interested  in  that  part  of  yonr  aigu- 
ment,  where  you  combat  Paley,  whose  apology  for  the  existing 
system  I  never  could  read  without  feelings  of  indignation. 
Indeed,  I  have  more  than  once  lost  my  temper  in  diHcnssing 
the  merits  of  that  part  of  his  book  with  some  of  your  countiy- 
men,  who  were  disposed  to  look  up  to  him  as  an  oracle,  both  in 
politics  and  in  morals.  Your  reply  to  him  is,  in  my  opinion, 
quite  unanswerable. 

I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir,  most  sincerely  yours, 

DUGALD  StEWABT. 

XV.— Mb.  Stewabt  to  Db.  Oubbie,  Authob  of  the  Life  of 

BumSy  GIVING  AN  AOOOUNT  OF  THE  POET.^ 

The  first  time  I  sawBobert  Bums,  was  on  the  23d  of  October 
1786,  when  he  dined  at  my  house  in  Ayrshire,  together  with 
our  common  friend,  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  surgeon  in  Mauchline, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
I  am  enabled  to  mention  the  date  particularly,  by  some  verses 
which  Bums  wrote  after  his  return  home,  and  in  which  the  day 
of  our  meeting  is  recorded.  My  excellent  and  much  lamented 
friend,  the  late  Basil,  Lord  Daer,  happened  to  arrive  at  Catrine 
the  same  day,  and  by  the  kindness  and  frankness  of  his  manners, 
left  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  poet,  which  never  was 
e£EEtced.  The  verses  I  allude  to  are  among  the  most  imperfect 
of  his  pieces ;  but  a  few  stanzas  may  perhaps  be  an  object  of 
curiosity  to  you,  both  on  account  of  the  character  to  which  they 
relate,  and  of  the  light  which  they  throw  on  the  situation 
and  feelings  of  the  writer,  before  his  name  was  known  to  the 
public.^ 

1  From  Carrie^B  Bwrm^  toI.  i.  p.  108,  «t  Hq. 
'  The  poem  aUnded  to  oommenoet  u  followt  :— 


TIdi  wot  yt  an  wlMm  it  i 
I,  Bli7m«  BoUb,  oftot  Bom,  *0L 

Oairit*s  BiKnn,  toL  L  pi  ISflL 
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1  cannot  positively  say,  at  this  distance  of  time,  whether,  at 
the  period  of  our  first  acquaintance  the  Eihnarnock  edition  of 
his  poems  had  been  just  published,  or  was  yet  in  the  press.  I 
suspect  that  the  latter  was  the  case,  as  I  have  still  in  my  pos- 
session copies,  in  his  own  handwriting,  of  some  of  his  favourite 
performances ;  particularly  of  his  verses  On  Turning  up  a 
Mouse  with  his  Plough,  On  the  Mountain  Daisy ^  and  The 
Lament.  On  my  return  to  Edinburgh,  I  showed  the  volume, 
and  mentioned  what  I  knew  of  the  author's  history,  to  several 
of  my  friends,  and  among  others,  to  Mr.  Henry  Mackenzie,  who 
first  recommended  him  to  public  notice  in  the  97th  number  of 
The  Lounger. 

At  this  time.  Burns'  prospects  in  life  were  so  extremely 
gloomy,  that  he  had  seriously  formed  a  plan  of  going  out  to 
Jamaica  in  a  very  humble  situation ;  not,  however,  without 
lamenting,  that  his  want  of  patronage  should  force  him  to 
think  of  a  project  so  repugnant  to  his  feelings,  when  his  ambi- 
tion aimed  at  no  higher  an  object  than  the  station  of  an  excise- 
man, or  ganger,  in  his  own  country. 

His  manners  were  then,  as  they  continued  ever  afterwards, 
simple,  manly,  and  independent,  strongly  expressive  of  con- 
scious genius  and  worth,  but  without  anything  that  indicated 
forwardness,  arrogance,  or  vanity.  He  took  his  share  in 
conversation,  but  not  more  than  belonged  to  him,  and  listened, 
with  apparent  attention  and  deference,  on  subjects  where  his 
want  of  education  deprived  hiip  of  the  means  of  information. 
If  there  had  been  a  littie  more  of  gentieness  and  acconmiodation 
in  his  temper,  he  would,  I  think,  have  been  still  more  interest- 
ing ;  but  he  had  been  accustomed  to  give  law  in  the  circle  of 
his  ordinary  acquaintance  and  his  dread  of  anything  approach- 
ing to  meanness  or  servility  rendered  his  manner  somewhat 
dedded  and  hard.  Nothing,  perhaps,  was  more  remarkable 
among  his  various  attainments,  than  the  fiuency  and  predaion 
and  originality  of  his  language  when  he  spoke  in  company ; 
more  particularly  as  he  aimed  at  purity  in  his  turn  of  expres- 
sion, and  avoided,  more  successfully  than  most  Scotchmen,  the 
peculiarities  of  Scottish  phraseobgy. 
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He  came  to  Edinbnrgh  early  in  the  winter  following,  and 
remained  there  for  several  months.  By  whose  advice  he  took 
this  step,  I  am  nnable  to  say.  Perhaps  it  was  suggested  only 
by  his  own  curiosity  to  see  a  little  more  of  the  world ;  but, 
I  confess,  I  dreaded  the  consequences  from  the  first,  and  always 
wished  that  his  pursuits  and  habits  should  continue  the  same 
as  in  the  former  part  of  life,  with  the  addition  of,  what  I  con- 
sidered as  then  completely  within  his  reach,  a  good  fiirm 
on  moderate  terms,  in  a  part  of  the  country  agreeable  to  his 
taste. 

The  attentions  he  received  during  his  stay  in  town,  firom  all 
ranks  and  descriptions  of  persons,  were  such  as  would  have 
turned  any  head  but  his  own.  I  cannot  say  that  I  could  per- 
ceive any  unfavourable  eflEect  which  they  left  on  his  mind.  He 
retained  the  same  simplicity  of  manners  and  appearance  which 
had  struck  me  so  forcibly  when  I  first  saw  him  in  the  counby ; 
nor  did  he  seem  to  feel  any  additional  self-importance  from  the 
number  and  rank  of  his  new  acquaintance.  His  dress  was  per- 
fectly suited  to  his  station,  plain  and  unpretending,  with  a  suffi- 
cient attention  to  neatness.  If  I  recollect  rights  he  always 
wore  boots,  and,  when  on  more  than  usual  ceremony,  buckskin 
breeches. 

The  variety  of  his  engagements  while  in  Edinburgh,  pre- 
vented me  from  seeing  him  so  often  as  I  could  have  wished. 
In  the  course  of  the  spring,  he  called  on  me  once  or  twice,  at 
my  request,  early  in  the  morning,  and  walked  with  me  to 
Braid  Hills,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  when  he  charmed 
me  still  more  by  his  private  conversation  than  he  had  ever 
done  in  company.  He  was  passionately  fond  of  the  beauties  of 
nature ;  and  I  recollect  once  he  told  me,  when  I  was  admiring 
a  distant  prospect  in  one  of  our  morning  walks,  that  the  sight 
of  so  many  smoking  cottages  gave  a  pleasure  to  his  mind, 
which  none  could  understand  who  had  not  witnessed,  like  him- 
self, the  h^piness  and  the  worth  which  they  contained. 

In  his  political  principles  he  was  then  a  Jacobite,  which  was, 
perhaps,  owing  partiy  to  this,  that  his  &ther  was  originally 
from  the  estate  of  Lord  MareschalL    Indeed,  he  did  not  appear 
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to  have  thought  much  on  each  subjects,  nor  very  consistently. 
He  had  a  very  strong  sense  of  religion,  and  expressed  deep 
regret  at  the  levity  with  which  he  had  heard  it  treated  occa- 
sionally, in  some  conviyial  meetings  which  he  frequented.  I 
speak  of  him  as  he  was  in  the  winter  of  1786-87 ;  for  after- 
wards we  met  but  seldom,  and  our  conversations  turned  chiefly 
on  his  literary  projects,  or  his  private  affairs. 

I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  appears  or  not,  from  any  of  your 
letters  to  me,  that  you  had  ever  seen  Bums.  If  you  have,  it  is 
superfluous  for  me  to  add,  that  the  idea  which  his  conversation 
conveyed  of  the  powers  of  his  mind,  exceeded,  if  possible,  that 
which  is  suggested  by  his  writings.  Among  the  poets  whom 
I  have  happened  to  know,  I  have  been  struck,  in  more  than  one 
instance,  with  the  unaccountable  disparity  between  their  general 
talents,  and  the  occasional  inspirations  of  their  more  feivoured 
moments.  But  all  the  faculties  of  Bums'  mind  were,  as  far  as 
I  could  judge,  equally  vigorous ;  and  his  predilection  for  poetry, 
was  rather  the  result  of  his  own  enthusiastic  and  impassioned 
temper,  than  of  a  genius  exclusively  adapted  to  that  species  of 
composition.  From  his  conversation,  I  should  have  pronounced 
him  to  be  fitted  to  excel  in  whatever  walk  of  ambition  he  had 
chosen  to  exert  his  abilities. 

Among  the  subjects  on  which  he  was  accustomed  to  dwell, 
the  characters  of  the  individuals  with  whom  he  happened  to 
meet,  was  plainly  a  favourite  one.  The  remarks  he  made  on 
them  were  always  shrewd  and  pointed,  though  frequently  in- 
clining too  much  to  sarcasm.  His  praise  of  those  he  loved 
was  sometimes  indiscriminate  and  extravagant ;  but  this,  I  sus- 
pect, proceeded  rather  from  the  caprice  and  humour  of  the 
moment,  than  from  the  effects  of  attachment  in  blinding  his  judg- 
ment. His  wit  was  ready,  and  always  impressed  with  the 
marks  of  a  vigorous  understanding,  but,  to  my  taste,  not  often 
pleasing  or  happy.  His  attempts  at  epigram,  in  his  printed 
works,  are  the  only  performances,  perhaps,  that  he  has  produced 
totally  unworthy  of  his  genius. 

In  Bunmier  1787, 1  passed  some  weeks  in  Ayrshire,  and  saw 
Bums  occasionally.    I  think  that  he  made  a  pretty  long  excur* 
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sioD  that  season  to  the  Highhindsy  and  that  he  also  visited  what 
Beattie  calls  the  Arcadian  ground  of  Scotland,  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Teviot  and  the  Tweed. 

I  should  have  mentioned  befoie,  that  notwithstanding  varions 
reports  I  heard  during  the  preceding  winter,  of  Bums'  predilec- 
tion for  convivial,  and  not  very  select  society,  I  should  have 
concluded  in  fiEtvour  of  his  habits  of  sobriety,  from  all  of  him 
that  ever  fell  under  my  own  observation.  He  told  me,  indeed, 
himself,  that  the  weakness  of  his  stomach  was  such  as  to  de- 
prive him  entirely  of  any  merit  in  his  temperance  I  was, 
however,  somewhat  alarmed  about  the  effect  of  his  now  com- 
paratively sedentary  and  luxurious  life,  when  he  confessed  to 
me,  the  first  night  he  spent  in  my  house  after  hiswinter^s  cam- 
paign in  town,  that  he  had  been  much  disturbed  when  in  bed 
by  a  palpitation  at  his  heart,  which,  he  said,  was  a  complaint 
to  which  he  had  of  late  become  subject. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  season,  I  was  led  by  curiosity  to 
attend  for  an  hour  or  two  a  mason  lodge  in  Mauchline,  where 
Bums  presided.  He  had  occasion  to  make  some  short  unpre- 
meditated compliments  to  different  individuals,  from  whom  he 
had  no  reason  to  expect  a  visit,  and  everything  he  said  was 
happily  conceived,  and  forcibly  as  well  as  fluently  expressed.  If  I 
am  not  mistaken,  he  told  me,  that  in  that  village,  before  going  to 
Edinburgh,  he  had  belonged  to  a  small  club  of  such  of  the  inha- 
bitants as  had  a  taste  for  books,  when  they  used  to  converse  and 
debate  on  any  interesting  questions  that  occurred  to  them  in  the 
course  of  their  reading.  His  manner  of  speaking  in  public  had 
evidently  the  marks  of  some  practice  in  extempore  elocution. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention,  what  I  have  always  considered 
as  chaiacteristical,  in  a  high  d^ree,  of  troe  genius,  the  extreme 
facility  and  good  nature  of  his  taste  in  judging  of  the  composi- 
tions of  others,  where  there  was  any  real  ground  for  pndse.  I 
repeated  to  him  many  passages  of  English  poeby,  with  which 
he  was  unacquainted,  and  have  more  than  once  witnessed  the 
tears  of  admiration  and  rapture  with  which  he  heard  them. 
The  collection  of  songs  by  Dr.  Aiken,  which  I  first  put  into  his 
hands,  he  read  with  unmixed  delight^  notwithstanding  lus  for- 
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mer  efforts  in  that  very  difficult  species  of  writing ;  and  I  have 
little  donbt  that  it  had  some  effect  in  polishing  his  subsequent 
compositions. 

In  judging  of  prose,  I  do  not  think  his  taste  was  equally 
sound.  I  once  read  to  him  a  passage  or  two  in  Franklin's 
works,  which  I  thought  very  happily  executed  upon  the  model 
of  Addison,  but  he  did  not  appear  to  relish,  or  to  perceive  the 
beauty  which  they  derived  from  their  exquisite  simplicity,  and 
spoke  of  them  with  indifference,  when  compared  with  the  point, 
and  antithesis,  and  quaintness  of  Junius.  The  influence  of 
this  taste  is  very  perceptible  in  his  own  prose  compositions, 
although  their  great  and  various  excellencies  render  some  of 
them  scarcely  less  objects  of  wonder  than  his  poetical  perform- 
ances. The  late  Dr.  Bobertson  used  to  say,  that,  considering 
his  education,  the  former  seemed  to  him  the  more  extraordinary 
of  the  two. 

His  memory  was  uncommonly  retentive,  at  least  for  poetry, 
of  which  he  recited  to  me  frequently  long  compositions  with 
the  most  minute  accuracy.  They  were  chiefly  ballads,  and 
other  pieces  in  our  Scottish  dialect ;  great  part  of  them  (he  told 
me)  he  had  learned  in  his  childhood,  from  his  mother,  who  de- 
lighted in  such  recitations,  and  whose  poetical  taste,  rude  as  it 
probably  was,  gave,  it  is  presumable,  the  first  direction  to  her 
son's  genius. 

Of  the  more  polished  verses  which  accidentally  fell  into  his 
hands  in  his  early  years,  he  mentioned  particularly  the  recom- 
mendatory poems  by  different  authors,  prefixed  to  Hervejr's 
MeditationSj — a  book  which  has  always  had  a  very  wide  circu- 
lation among  such  of  the  coimtry  people  of  Scotland  as  affect  to 
unite  some  degree  of  taste  with  their  religious  studies.  And 
these  poems  (although  they  are  certainly  below  mediocrity)  he 
continued  to  read  with  a  degree  of  rapture  beyond  expression. 
He  took  notice  of  this  fact  himself,  as  a  proof  how  much  the 
taste  is  liable  to  be  influenced  by  accidental  circumstances. 

His  £Either  appeared  to  me,  from  the  accoimt  he  gave  of  him, 
to  have  been  a  respectable  and  worthy  character,  possessed  of 
a  mind  superior  to  what  might  have  been  expected  from  his 

k 
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station  in  life.  He  ascribed  much  of  his  own  principles  and 
feelings  to  the  early  impressions  he  had  received  from  his  in- 
stractions  and  example.  I  recollect  that  he  once  applied  to 
him  (and  he  added,  that  the  passage  was  a  literal  statement  of 
fact),  the  two  last  lines  of  the  following  passage  in  the  Minstrel, 
the  whole  of  which  he  repeated  with  great  enthusiasm : — 

"  Shall  I  be  left  forgotten  in  the  dost, 

When  fate,  relenting,  lets  the  flower  reriye, 
Shall  Nature's  yoioe,  to  man  alone  mgnst, 
Bid  him,  though  doam*d  to  perish,  hope  to  UTe  ? 

"  Is  it  for  this  lair  yirtae  oft  mnst  strive. 

With  disappointment^  penniy  and  pain? 
Ko :  heaven*s  immortal  spring  shall  yet  arrive, 

And  man's  mijestic  beauty  bloom  again, 
Bright  through  Ih*  eternal  year  of  love's  triumphant  reign. 

i%ii  tndk  tuhUme  his  nmple  nre  had  tavgki; 

In  Booth  *twa§  aimoit  aU  the  tihqihard  Imeie." 

With  respect  to  Burns'  early  education,  I  cannot  say  any 
thing  with  certainty.  He  always  spoke  with  respect  and  grati- 
tude of  the  schoolmaster  who  had  taught  him  to  read  English, 
and  who,  finding  in  his  scholar  a  more  than  ordinary  ardour 
for  knowledge,  had  been  at  pains  to  instruct  him  in  the  gram- 
matical principles  of  the  language  He  began  the  study  of 
Latin,  but  dropped  it  before  he  had  finished  the  verbs.  I  have 
sometimes  heard  him  quote  a  few  Latin  words,  such  as  tmnia 
vincit  amoTy  &c. ;  but  they  seemed  to  be  such  as  he  had  caught 
from  conversation,  and  which  he  repeated  by  rote.  I  think 
he  had  a  project,  after  he  came  to  Edinburgh,  of  prosecuting 
the  study  under  his  intimate  friend,  the  late  Mr.  Nicol,  one  of 
the  masters  of  the  grammarnschool  here ;  but  I  do  not  know  if 
he  ever  proceeded  so  far  as  to  make  the  attempt 

He  certainly  possessed  a  smattering  of  French,  and,  if  he  had 
an  affectation  in  anything,  it  was  in  introducing  occasionally 
a  word  or  phrase  from  that  language.  It  is  possible  that  his 
knowledge,  in  this  respect,  might  be  more  extensive  than  I 
suppose  it  to  be ;  but  this  you  can  learn  from  his  more  inti- 
mate acquaintance.  It  would  be  worth  while  to  inquire 
whether  he  was  able  to  read  the  French  authors  with  such 
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facility  as  to  receive  from  them  any  improvement  to  his  taste. 
For  my  own  part,  I  doubt  it  much,  nor  would  I  believe  it^  but 
on  very  strong  and  pointed  evidence. 

If  my  memory  does  not  fail  me,  be  was  well  instructed  in 
arithmetic,  and  knew  something  of  practical  geometry,  parti- 
cularly of  surveying.  All  his  other  attainments  were  entirely 
his  own. 

The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  during  the  winter  1788-89,^ 
when  he  passed  an  evening  with  me  at  Drumsheugh,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  where  I  was  then  living.  My 
friend,  Mr.  Alison,  was  the  only  other  person  in  company.  I 
never  saw  him  more  agreeable  or  interesting.  A  present  which 
Mr.  Alison  sent  him  afterwards  of  his  Essays  on  TastCy  drew 
from  Bums  a  letter  of  acknowledgment,  which  I  remember  to 
have  read  with  some  degree  of  surprise,  at  the  distinct  concep- 
tion he  appeared  from  it  to  have  formed,  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  doctrine  of  assoctcUton. 

^  Or  rather  1789-90.  I  oannoi  tpeak  dates  nay  ponibly  require  oorrectioii, 
with  oonfidenoe  with  respect  to  the  aalkeepnojonmalofiiiohoooiiimoei. 
particular  year.     Some  of  my  other 
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L — ^Da.  Bud  to  Mb.  Stewabt. 


QfwaoMBEAD  OF  GLAaoow,  Jwrnumji  81, 1798. 

Deab  Sib, — This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  a  nephew  of 
mine^  Gteorge  Bose,  a  stadent  of  medicine  at  your  College, 
whom  I  wish  to  introdace  to  yon  for  his  benefit.  Dr.  Gr^pory 
gives  him  a  good  character. 

I  did  not  see  yon  when  yon  retnmedfrom  the  oonntry,  somy 
obseryations  on  your  book^  mnst  sleep  till  I  have  that  pleasure, 
if  I  live  so  long. 

I  return  with  this  Wells'  book  on  Vision^  which  has  much 
learning  on  the  subject,  and  therefore  may  be  very  fit  to  answer 
the  purpose  of  one  who  sets  up  as  a  physician  in  London ;  but 
I  do  not  see  that  it  makes  any  addition  to  human  knowledga 
I  take  also  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  medallion  of  an  old 
wrinkled  £ace,  which  must  soon  be  laid  in  the  dust,  but  wishes 
to  be  remembered  by  you.^ 

Have  you  read  a  Findication  of  the  BighU  of  Women  f  I 
think  a  Professor  of  Morals  may  find  some  things  worthy  of  his 
attention,  mixed,  perhaps,  with  other  things  wUch  he  may  not 
approve.  My  best  respects  to  Mr&  Stewart. — ^I  am,  dear  Sir, 
yours  affectionately,  Tho.  Beid. 

>  The  fint  Toloxne  of  the  SlmwU. 

*  Dr.  Reid  had  now  reached  the  yeneraUe  age  of  eighty-two. 
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n. — ^BoBEBT  Burns  to  Mb.  Stswabt. 

Elliblavd,  SOih  July  1790. 

SiB, — It  would  be  a  reason  su£Sciently  just  if  I  were  to  tell 
you  that  I  have  not  sent  my  Poetic  Epistle  to  Fintry,  because 
I  actually  could  not  find  time  to  transcribe  it ;  but  a  better 
reason  is,  I  am  out  of  conceit  with  it  myself,  and  transcribing 
a  thing  of  my  own  I  do  not  like,  is  a  drudgery  I  know  not  how 
to  bear.  I  daresay,  if  you  have  not  met  with  Captain  Matthew 
Henderson  about  Edinburgh,  you  must  have  heard  of  him. 
He  was  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  mice ;  and  of  all  mankind 
I  ever  knew,  he  was  one  of  the  first  for  a  nice  sense  of  honour, 
and  generous  contempt  of  the  adventitious  distinctious  of  men, 
and  sterling,  though  sometimes  outre,  wit  The  enclosed 
elegy  has  pleased  me  beyond  any  of  my  late  poetic  efforts. 
Perhaps  'tis  ^  the  memory  of  joys  that  are  past,"  and  a  friend 
who  is  no  more,  that  biases  my  criticism.  It  is  likewise,  ever 
since  I  read  your  Aiken  on  the  poetical  use  of  Natural  Histoiy, 
a  favourite  study  of  mine,  the  characters  of  the  Vegetable,  and 
the  manners  of  the  Animal  kingdoms.  I  regret  much  that  I 
cannot  have  an  opportunity  of  waiting  on  you,  to  have  your 
strictures  on  this  poem,  how  I  have  succeeded  on  the  whole,  if 
there  is  any  incongruity  in  the  imagery,  or  whether  I  have  not 
omitted  some  apt  rural  paintings  altogether.  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  say,  whether  it  is  owing  to  my  prejudice  in  favour  of  a 
gentleman  to  whom  I  am  so  much  indebted,  or  to  your  critical 
abilities ;  but  in  the  way  of  my  trade  as  a  Poet,  I  will  sub- 
scribe more  implicitly  to  yowr  strictures  than  to  any  individual 
on  earth. 

I  have  written  Captain  Ghx>se,  and  enclosed  him  a  billet  to  yoiu 
If  he  comes  to  your  neighbourhood,  you  will  probably  see  him. 

I  shall  have  leisure  soon  to  write  off  for  you  several  of  my 
pieces. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  obliged  humble  servant^ 

BOBT.  BuBNa^ 

^  Bee  Cnrrie's  BumSf  yoI.  ii.  p.  92,  and  p.  ISl,  for  additional  letters  of  Boms 
to  Hr.  Stewart 
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nL— UVEDALE  PbIOE,  EsQ.,^  TO  Mb.  StEWABT. 

SuvHixa  Hn.T.,  Jvne  9, 1808. 

When  I  wrote  to  thank  Lord  Webb  Seymonr  for  his  excel- 
lent advice,  with  respect  to  the  arrangement  of  what  I  had 
written,  as  well  as  for  his  other  criticisms  in  detail,  I  requested 
him  to  return  you  my  best  thanks  for  the  observations  you  had 
the  kindness  to  send  me.  I  must  now  beg  leave  to  thank  you 
in  my  own  person,  and  in  excuse  for  the  liberty  I  take  in  writ- 
ing to  you,  must  plead  the  flattering  wish  you  have  expressed 
to  know  my  opinion  of  a  particular  part  of  your  work  on  the 
Philosophy  of  the  Human  Mind.  When  I  first  read  the  re- 
marks you  were  so  good  as  to  communicate,  I  was  very  much 
struck  with  the  new  lights  which  they  threw  on  many  parts  of 
the  subject ;  but  in  the  hurry  of  London,  I  had  not  leisure  to 
consider  them  minutely,  and  since  my  return  into  the  country 
I  have  been  far  from  well ;  I  have  lately,  however,  read  them 
more  than  once,  very  attentively,  and  am  conscious  of  their 
justness  throughout ;  not  less  of  such  as  point  out  some  of  Mr. 
Burke's  inaccuracies^  which  I  must  own  had  in  part  escaped 
me,  than  of  those  which  support  and  illustrate  his  theory  and 
my  comments.  One  or  two  distinctions,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing my  general  acquiescence,  have  occurred  to  me,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  set  down. 

The  correction  you  have  proposed  with  regard  to  the  effect 
of  astonishment  in  producing  a  sublime  emotion  in  the  person 
himself,  seems  to  me  not  only  just,  but  extremely  material. 
When  all  the  motions  of  the  soul  are  suspended,  as  in  cases  of 
extreme  terror,  though  in  description  the  whole  scene  may  be 
highly  sublime,  yet  &e  person  himself  cannot  at  the  time  be 
sensible  of  any  sublimity :  whereas  the  suspension  of  the  rear 
soning  {iEU)ulties,  as  you  well  observe,  strengthens  the  illusions 
of  the  imagination.  Perhaps,  however,  if  the  word  *  astonish- 
ment' be  taken  according  to  its  strict  meaning  and  etymology, 

^  Mr.  Price  was  the  anther  of  the  the  doctrines  of  Bnrke.  He  is  referred 
Eaay  en  the  IHetureique,  which  is  to  hy  Mr.  Stewart  in  the  JPhUoiophiottl 
chiefly  an  expansion  and  illostration  of     E$$ay$^  Worlu,  toL  y.  p.  221,  el  eeq. 
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there  may  be  a  momentaiy  sospenBion,  not  only  of  the  reason- 
ing, bat  of  all  the  fiEumlties ;  if,  for  example,  at  the  instant 
when  the  crash  of  thunder  was  heard,  and  the  lightning  seen, 
a  magazine  of  powder  was  set  on  fire  by  it  and  blown  up,  such 
must  be  the  astonishment,  that  all  the  motions  of  the  soul 
(unless  of  a  very  uncommon  one)  would  for  the  moment  '^  be 
suspended  with  some  degree  of  horror;"  but  the  sublimity 
could  not  well  be  felt,  till  that  moment  of  suspension  was  past, 
and  the  motions  of  the  soul,  though  not  the  reasoning  faculties, 
were  restored. 

By  annexing  an  adventitious  idea  of  terror  to  things  of  great 
dimension,  Mr.  Burke  certainly  appears  to  make  such  greatness 
the  ruling  principle,  and  terror  the  acoessoiy,  and  so  far  to 
depart  from  his  general  theory ;  although  he  has  in  some  mea- 
sure guarded  against  that  supposition,  by  saying,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  such  an  addition  they  become  without  compariaon^ 
greater.  The  appearance  of  such  a  departure  from  his  theory 
ought  to  have  been  avoided ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
it  is  more  apparent  than  real.  There  seem  to  be  cases  where 
terror,  though  it  might  justly  be  termed  an  accessory,  would  in 
reality  be  principal,  ^tna,  for  example,  is  possessed  of  great 
grandeur  merely  from  its  size,  standing  as  it  does,  alone,  and 
detached  from  all  other  mountains;  but  the  fiery  eruption, 
though  only  occasional  and  accessory,  has  without  comparison 
the  strongest  effect  on  the  imagioation.  The  instance  of  ^tna 
exactly  answers  to  what  is  stated  by  Mr.  Burke;  it  is  one 
where  an  adventitious  idea  of  terror  is  annexed  to  greatness 
of  dimension,  but  where  although  adventitious  it  becomes 
prindpaL 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  that  you  agree  with  me 
in  thinking,  that  the  terrible  is  a  source  of  tiie  sublime,  speci- 
fically different  from  the  rest,  and  that  on  some  occasions,  and 
perhaps  (though  you  there  speak  doubtiDgly)  on  most,  the  ter- 
rible is  the  ruling  principle  in  producing  a  sublime  effect ; 
grandeur,  power,  &a,  performing  merely  the  office  of  auxiliaries. 
It  would  be  unreasonable  not  to  allow  grandeur,  power,  ^,  to 
act  the  principal  part  in  their  turn  on  other  occasions.    I  do 
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allow  it^  only  suggestingy  or  rather  propoBing  as  a  matter  of 
inqniiy,  whether  grandeur,  power,  loftinesB,  &a,  though  fre- 
quently unaccompanied  by  terror,  are  not  in  all,  or  almost  all 
cases  attended  with  awe;  and  whether  any  objects  are  sub- 
lime that  are  not  awful.  I,  of  course,  consider  terror  and  awe, 
though  both  are  modifications  of  fear,  as  extremely  distinct 
in  their  character. 

"  Yoltn  quo  coBlmn  tempestatesqae  lerenat," 

may  be  given  as  an  instance  of  power  and  grandeur  totally  free 
from  terror,  though  not  fixmi  awe;  and  the  description  of 
Alecto,  as  oue  of  the  sublime  effect  of  terror  without  grandeur, 
and  where  power  is  subordinate.  If  then  it  should  be  true, 
that  when  grandeur,  power,  &a,  are  sublime  without  being 
terrible,  they  must  still  be  so  by  means  of  awe ;  and  that 
nothing  is  sublime  which  does  not  inspire  emotions  either  of 
terror  or  of  awe,  perhaps  it  may  be  a  subject  of  inquiiy 
whether  these  two  modifications  of  fear  should  not  be  con- 
sidered as  the  two  ruling  principles  of  the  sublima 

I  will  now  mention  what  has  occurred  to  me  with  regard  to 
the  particular  point,  on  which  you  have  done  me  the  honour  of 
asking  my  opinion,  namely,  whether  the  moral  question  con- 
cerning the  momentary  belief,  which  you  think  accompanies  all 
the  exertions  of  imagination,  strikes  me  as  it  does  you.  I  fear 
I  am  not  only  an  inadequate,  but  a  prejudiced  judge,  as  in 
what  I  have  written  on  the  subject,  I  strongly  lean  to  your  opi- 
nion ;  as,  however,  you  have  condescended  to  ask  me  for  mine, 
I  shall  give  it  with  frankness  according  to  the  present  impres- 
sion. I  can  have  no  doubt  that  Dr.  Beid  goes  infinitely  too  far 
in  asserting  that  imagination  is  attended  with  no  kind  of  bdief 
at  all,  and,  of  course,  not  even  with  a  momentary  belief  or  illu- 
sion. All  your  reasoning  on  the  subject,  and  almost  all  the  in- 
stances you  have  given,  and  among  them,  those  from  Dr.  Beid 
himself,  appear  to  me  quite  decisive.  As  fiEu*,  however,  as  I 
have  been  able  to  consider  the  question,  I  should  conceive  that 
as  such  a  momentary  or  short  belief  must  depend  on  the  degree 
to  which  the  imagination  is  affected,  there  must  be  a  degree 


DUGALD  snwABT.  diii 

below  which  it  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  The  only  instance, 
therefore,  which  does  not  quite  satisfy  me,  is  that  of  the  painter 
who  conceives  the  face  and  the  figure  of  an  absent  friend,  in 
order  to  draw  his  picture  ;  because  in  such  a  case,  though  the 
imagination  must  be  affected  to  conceive  them  at  all,  it  per- 
haps is  not  sufficiently  so  as  to  produce  illusion  even  for  a  mo- 
ment. The  voluntary  act  of  cidling  to  mind  the  features  of  an 
absent  friend,  which  the  expression  of  '^  in  order  to  draw  them" 
seems  to  imply,  would,  I  am  apt  to  conceive,  be  less  likely  to 
create  illusion,  from  its  being  voluntary ;  and  no  illusion,  as  in 
dramatic  representation,  would  be  excited  and  kept  up  during 
the  process.  In  cases  of  ardent  friendship,  under  affecting  cir- 
cumstances, and  still  more  in  those  of  a  stronger  passion,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  image  of  a  fiiend  or  a  mistress  may 
be  so  strongly  impressed  on  the  imagination,  as  to  induce  a 
momentary  belief  that  the  person  is  really  present.  A  painter, 
under  similar  circumstances,  is  more  likely  to  conceive  and  to 
retain  the  features  and  figure  of  an  absent  person  than  another 
man ;  and  it  possibly  might  be  thought  that  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  his  passion,  he  might  continue  to  think  the  beloved  object 
present  while  he  was  rapidly  tracing  her  image  on  the  paper 
or  canvas.  Perhaps,  however,  even  that  is  going  further  than 
can  well  be  allowed ;  for  the  operation  of  the  hand,  however 
ready  and  obedient  to  the  will,  would  be  apt  to  break  the  charm 
of  so  frail  and  baseless  a  fabric  as  that  of  illusion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  regard,  your  most  fiedth- 
ful,  humble  servant,  Uvedalb  Puge. 

rV. — ^Akontmous  Lbttkr  to  Mb.  Stbwart.^ 

2M  June  1815. 

Sib,— About  the  year  1807  or  1808,  Agnes  Drummond,  a 
poor  gbl,  eleven  years  of  age,  was  taken  by  a  fieirmer  in  the 

>  ThifaDdtbefol]o.wiog  letter  refer  to  Abercrombie^inbis  JnteUeetiialiVioerf, 

an  interesting  cam  of  wbat  bas  been  in  tbe  cbapter  on  Scnimambutitm  and 

termed DoubieClomeUmneii,  Tbiacase  I>aiMe  CbnaeioiiMeM (Part IIL sect  iv. 

aeems  to  be  noticed,  among  otbera^byDr.  i  ii.  cbap.  ii.  pp.  296*300,  Sd  Edit.)  Tbe 
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neighbourhood  of  Stirling  to  herd  cows.  In  consequence,  it 
was  supposed^  of  having  fallen  asleep  on  damp  ground,  she  was 
seized  with  fever,  accompanied  by  a  violent  pain  in  one  knee, 
which  ended  in  a  suppuration  extending  from  the  hip-joint 
to  the  shin,  and  opened  at  the  knee.  After  extreme  suffering, 
the  sore  threw  off  some  splinters  of  bone,  and  then  healed  up. 
She  was  taken  by  a  benevolent  family  in  the  neighbourhood, 
who  nursed  her  with  the  greatest  care ;  and,  after  a  considerable 
time,  succeeded  in  restoring  her  to  comparative  health ;  al- 
though she  still  had  frequent  returns  of  very  violent  pain,  in 
different  parts  of  her  body,  and  small  pieces  of  bone  have  at 
different  times  been  thrown  off.  During  her  stay  at  the  fiurmer's, 
a  dancing-master,  who  occasionally  lodges  there,  amused  himself 
in  the  evenings,  generally  after  she  was  in  bed,  by  playing  on 
the  fiddle.  But  although  he  played,  besides  damdng  music, 
many  long  pieces,  it  was  not  remarked  that  she  took  any  par- 
ticular notice  of  them,  and,  indeed,  for  the  most  part  she  was 
fast  asleep.  After  she  had  been  for  some  years  at  her  new  quar- 
ters, singing  was  sometimes  heard  in  the  night,  and  the  young 
people  of  the  fiEimily,  after  various  conjectures,  discovered  it  was 
this  girl.  But  as  she  constantly  denied  it,  and  was  not  heard 
to  sing  through  the  day,  the  voice  was  at  last  watched,  and  it 
was  found  that  she  only  sung  while  in  the  deepest  sleep.  She 
began  in  a  low,  suppressed  voice,  as  if  humming  to  herself,  then 

aoconnt  given  in  the  tezt»  poeaeMes  moral  in  her  condnct,  and  was  disnuMed 
the  advantage  of  being  by  an  eye-wit-  from  the  family.  Her  propensity  to 
ness,  and  may  be  relied  on  as  qnite  talk  in  her  sleep  continaed  to  the  time 
authentic.  Mr.  Stewart's  anxiety  to  of  her  dismissal,  but  a  great  change  had 
have  the  ftcts,  in  a  case  so  remarkable,  taken  place  in  her  noctomal  conTsrsa- 
fidriy  and  satisfieM^rily  asoertained,  is  tion.  It  had  gradually  lost  its  acateness 
shown  by  the  tnrable  which  he  imposed  and  brilliancy. ...  It  is  believed  that 
in  connexion  with  it  on  his  yenerable  she  afierwsrds  became  insane/'  I  re- 
friend,  the  Bev.  Sir  Henry  Monoreiff,  at  gret  that,  up  to  the  time  of  going  to 
a  time  when  he  was  prevented  by  the  press,  I  have  been  nnsnooessful  in  the 
first  threatenings  of  his  own  ultimately  attempt  to  obtain  fuller  and  more  pre- 
fatal  disease,  from  making  the  inquiries  cise  infbimation  regarding  the  history 
in  person.  of  this  person,  after  she  left  the  ftmily 
After  giving  an  account  of  this  case,  at  MurrayahalL  .Nothing,  however,  in 
Br.  Abercrombie  adds,  with  reference  to  her  subsequent  conduct  can  be  fairly 
the  subject  of  the  phamomeua:  ''About  regarded  as  invalidating  the  case  as 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  she  became  im-  given  io  the  text. 
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twanged,  like  one  trying  the  strings  of  a  fiddle,  trilled  through 
a  few  voluntaries,  and  having  made  some  preliminary  observa- 
tions on  the  merits  and  beauties  of  particular  tunes, — would 
begin  at  the  first  note  of  some  long  and  elaborate  piece  of  music, 
and  follow  it  through  all  its  doublings  and  windings,  to  the 
very  last  chord  without  the  omission  of  a  single  demi-semi- 
quaver.  She  frequently  sung,  and  generally  preceded  and  con- 
cluded the  song  with  a  very  rational  criticism  both  on  the 
music  and  words. 

This  attracted  attention,  and  whenever  she  was  heard  be- 
gmning  to  sing,  her  bed  was  surrounded  by  auditors.  After 
a  little  time,  it  was  observed  that  each  fit  of  singing  was  the 
prelude  to  a  fit  of  illness ;  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  she 
generally  had  an  attack  of  fever,  and  violent  pain  in  some 
part  of  her  body.  About  eighteen  months  ago  it  was  re- 
marked that,  besides  her  occasional  critique  on  her  songs,  she 
frequently  digressed  into  other  topics,  and  the  acuteness  of  her 
observations,  and  the  astonishing  stores  of  ideas  she  displayed, 
excited  the  utmost  wonder  and  admiration.  She  is  a  quiet, 
bashful  girl,  whose  voice,  when  awake,  is  scarcely  ever  heard. 
Her  articulation  is  indistinct,  and  it  has  been  remarked  that 
she  is  stupid  in  going  errands,  and  seldom  delivers  an  intelli- 
^ble  message.  Her  face,  though  comely,  and  expressive  of 
mildness  and  modesty,  has  no  mark  of  superior  intelligence. 
Besides  household  work,  she  has  been  taught  sewing  and  read- 
ing and  writing  by  the  ladies  of  the  £simily,  and  was  by  no 
means  an  apt  scholar.  Indeed,  it  has  been  almost  impossible 
to  teach  her  to  read ;  and  although  much  more  pains  have  been 
bestowed  on  her  in  this  respect  than  generally  falls  to  the  lot 
of  girls  in  her  station,  there  is  no  servant  in  the  house  but 
reads  better.  During  the  last  twelve  months,  speaking  has 
nearly  superseded  her  nightly  music.  She  generally  seems  to 
suppose  herself  talking  to  a  companion,  whose  capacity  and 
means  of  information,  she  deems  far  inferior  to  her  own,  as 
appears  from  the  style  in  which  this  poor  person  is  frequently 
addressed,  and  her  fiincied  questions  or  remarks  retorted. 
With  this  girl  she  diBCUSses  every  imaginable  subject — ^politics, 
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battles,  goTermnents,  religionSy  but  especially  characters,  fre- 
quently those  of  the  family  or  their  visitors.  Bonaparte,  Blacher, 
Wellington,  besides  multitudes  of  others,  are  very  often  the 
subjects  of  her  animadversions ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that 
so  &r  from  her  opinions,  like  her  music,  being  the  echo  of  what, 
it  may  be  imagined,  she  has  heard  in  the  &mily,  they  are  often, 
especially  in  politics,  in  direct  opposition.  The  truth  and  the 
justness  of  her  remarks  on  all  subjects,  cannot  but  excite  asto- 
nishment, when  her  very  limited  means  of  information  and 
acquiring  ideas  are  considered.  She  speaks  in  a  clear,  loud 
voice,  with  a  perfectly  distinct  articulation,  and  language  flows 
upon  her  with  a  rapidity  perfectly  suited  to  the  rapid  flow 
of  her  ideas.  She  seldom  has  to  pause  for  a  word,  and  gene- 
rally uses  the  most  appropriate  and  expressive,  especially  in  ludi- 
crous descriptioD.  She  is  sometimes  bitterly  sarcastic,  often 
playfully  ironical,  and  displays  great  powers  of  mimicry.  Al- 
though she  speaks  with  the  broad  Stirlingshire  accent,  she  can, 
in  an  instant,  divest  herself  of  it^  and  adopt  that  of  the  person 
whose  words  and  manner  she  has  under  review.  She  frequently 
throws  herself  into  violent  fits  of  laughing  with  her  own  re- 
marks; and  when  those  who  are  listening  to  her  laugh, 
which  is  very  often  the  case,  she  laughs  louder,  tossing 
about,  and  speaking  faster  than  ever.  She  by  no  means 
wanders  from  subject  to  subject  in  an  unconnected  manner; 
each  that  she  mentions  is  in  general  more  fully  discussed 
than  happens  in  common  conversation  even  among  intelli- 
gent people.  For  the  most  part  it  is  easy  to  trace  the  con- 
necting word  or  idea  which  introduces  the  next  subject  to 
her  mind,  and  often  what  she  says  seems  the  reply  to  some 
supposed  observation  or  question  of  her  much-despised  com- 
panion, whose  imaginaiy  ignorance  and  simplicity  she  treats 
most  cavalierly.  It  is  difficult  to  make  her  pause,  but  by 
repeating  her  name  rapidly  several  times,  it  seems  to  attract 
her  attention,  she  hesitates  for  a  moment,  and  listens,  and  if  a 
question  is  then  asked,  although  she  does  not  answer,  but  im- 
mediately runs  on  as  before,  yet  generally,  in  the  course  of  a 
little  while,  she  verges  towards  the  subject  of  the  question  as  if 


DUGALD  8TKWABT.  dvii 

it  had  faintly  excited  a  train  of  thought  It  is  difficult  to 
awake  her  while  in  these  fits ;  and  it  is  also  needless.  When 
she  is  awaked  by  pulling  her  out  of  bed,  and  giving  her  some- 
thing to  eat  or  drink,  she  has  not  the  least  consciousness  of 
what  she  has  been  saying,  and  not  the  slightest  trace  of  a  dream 
remains  in  her  recollection ;  and  when  she  falls  asleep  again 
immediately  begins  to  sing  or  speak  as  before.  The  writer  of 
this  letter  has  heard  her  sometimes  sing,  and  sometimes  speak 
for  hours  without  a  pause.  She  seems  at  last  to  be  overcome  by 
fatigue ;  her  voice  grows  feeble,  and  she  sinks  into  heavy,  pro- 
found sleep,  from  which  it  is  not  easy  to  arouse  her  at  the  usual 
hour  of  rising.  She  then  looks  pale  and  exhausted,  complain- 
ing of  a  sense  of  weariness  and  want  of  refreshment  from  sleep, 
being  utterly  unconscious  of  the  manner  in  which  she  has  passed 
the  night ;  and  the  instant  she  is  awake,  is  once  more  the  bash- 
ful, noiseless  girl,  who  seems  neither  to  see  nor  to  bear  anything 
but  what  is  directly  addressed  to  herself.  It  is  certain  that,  in 
her  sleep,  she  has  sometimes  related  circumstances  which  never 
did  occur,  but  this  is  comparatively  seldom ;  and  amidst  all  the 
playful  vagaries  with  which  she  sometimes  mingles  her  conver- 
sation, no  one  has  ever  heard  her  utter  anything  irrational,  or 
like  the  wanderings  of  a  dream.  It  is  much  to  her  honour, 
that  she  has  never  been  known  to  use  a  single  word  or  expres- 
sion that  it  was  painful  to  hear.  Gratitude  to  her  benefact- 
resses, and  the  innocent  effusions  of  a  young,  joyous  mind,  are 
listened  to  with  pleasure,  and  though  she  is  always  acute,  and 
sometimes  sarcastic,  there  is  so  much  truth  and  such  a  mixture 
of  drollery  in  what  she  says,  that  the  most  morose  are  forced  to 
smile  and  admire.  She  frequently  illustrates  her  various 
subjects  with  a  fable,  which  is  composed  at  the  moment,  or 
is  some  slight  incident  that  has  occurred  in  the  family,  and 
which  she  relates  in  a  fEtndful  manner,  and  then  draws  her 
moral,  if  not  already  evident  from  her  preceding  discourse.  She 
has  been  heard  lamenting  to  her  imaginary  companion,  and 
it  seems  her  only  sorrow,  her  misfortune  in  [speaking]  dur- 
ing her  sleep,  while  the  ladies  of  the  fEunily  are  round  her 
bed.    She  expresses  the  most  innocent  and  natural  shame  at 
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this  circamstaoce,  and  asks  what  would  beoome  of  her  if  she 
had  any  secrets  I  She  has  sometimes  used  Latin  words,  it  is 
supposed  those  she  has  heard  the  boys  of  the  family  repeat  at 
their  lessons.  She  also  told  one  night  of  having  seen  a  foreign 
gentleman  in  a  shop  in  Stirling,  and  distinctly  repeated  a 
French  sentence  which  she  said  he  made  use  of.  She  had 
never  seen  a  picture  in  her  life  till  a  few  years  ago,  when  a  copy 
from  Guide  was  shown  to  her  for  a  few  moments.  A  year 
aftertoards  she  entered  on  the  subject  in  her  sleep,  describing  it, 
and  making  remarks  which  many  who  pretend  to  be  critics 
would  be  the  better  of  having  heard.  Her  eyes  are  always  shnt^ 
but  she  tosses  about  so  much,  that  no  person  at  first  sight  would 
suppose  her  asleep.  She  sometimes  has  a  fit  of  speaking  twice 
or  thrice  in  a  week,  at  others,  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  elapse 
in  silence.  Of  late  she  sings  very  little,  and  her  paroxysms  of 
nocturnal  eloquence  are  not  as  formerly  followed  by  illness.  So 
that  it  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  impending  illness 
produced  that  kind  of  excitement,  whatever  it  is^  which  occa- 
sioned her  singing  and  speaking,  or  whether  the  exhaustion  and 
agitation  of  these  occasioned  the  following  illnesses,  until  longer 
practice  and  more  strength  enabled  her  constitution  to  endure 
the  fatigue  without  injury.  She  is  tall  of  her  age,  and  is  a 
large-made,  healthy-looking  girl,  though  she  lately  spat  blood, 
and  is  liable  to  other  violent  complaints. 

To  DuoALD  BnwiBTi  £iQ^  EdinboxgL 

If  Mr.  Stewart  has  any  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  above 
statement,  by  application  to  '^Miss  Wilson,  Murrayahall,  by 
Stirling,"  he  will  obtain  the  fullest  confirmation,  and  satififiEU>- 
tory  answers  to  every  inquiry  he  may  think  proper  to  make. 

Though  she  occasionally  dreams,  and  remembers  her  dreams, 
in  no  instance  has  she  had  the  slightest  trace  of  a  recollection 
of  dreaming  anything  connected  with  what  appeared  so  fully  to 
occupy  her  mind  in  sleep.  One  of  the  young  people,  one  day 
while  she  was  in  the  room,  played  a  tune  which  she  had  sung 
very  much  during  the  preceding  night,  and  asked  her  if  she 
knew  it.    She  at  first  said  no,  but  afterwards  recollected  it. 
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and  said,  she  believed  she  had  heard  the  dancing-master  play 
it  long  ago,  when  she  was  at  her  old  master's. 

v.— Thb  Rbv.  Sir  H.  Moncreiff  Wkllwood  to 

Mrs.  Stewart. 

TuLUXBoiB,  22d  Sepl,  1S15. 

My  dear  Mr&  Stewart, — ^We  have  looked  in  vain  for  Miss 
Stewart,  from  one  week  to  another,  till  we  begin  to  fear  that 
the  good  weather  is  deserting  as,  and  that  she  is  almost  giving 
us  up  for  the  season.  We  lay  all  the  blame  on  her  f&ther,  to 
whom  we  have  only  to  say,  that  if  he  means  to  relinquish  the 
leading-strings  in  the  course  of  the  autumn,  he  has  now  no 
time  to  lose. 

Meanwhile,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  completely 
executed  his  oonmiission  at  MurrayshalL  I  went  there  on 
Monday  last,  and  had  a  very  full  conversation  with  the  Miss 
Wilsons.  They  are  respectable  women,  (about  the  age  of 
sixty)  —  cousins,  perhaps^  cousins-german,  of  the  late  Mr. 
Murray  of  Polmaise,  on  whose  estate  they  rent  a  farm,  the 
profits  of  which,  along  with  £100  a  year,  make  up  their  whole 
revenue.  They  are  three  in  number ;  but  they  have  several 
nieces,  whom  they  have  educated,  some  of  whom  are  respect- 
ably married;  and  three  of  these  (women  of  twenty  or  up- 
wards) I  saw  in  the  room.  They  have  had  nephews,  also,  I 
believe,  and  perhaps  other  young  men,  educated  in  their  family, 
and  have  the  reputation  of  the  most  useful  and  respectable 
persons  in  the  country.  Even  their  Episcopal  (and  what  was 
originally  Jacobitical)  bigotry  seems  to  do  them  no  harm. 

I  expounded  my  conmussion  in  plain  English,  and  held  in 
my  hand  the  anonymous  letter  to  Mr.  Stewart.  They  showed 
no  curiosity  to  read  the  letter,  because  I  think  they,  or  at 
least  some  of  them,  were  aware  of  its  contents.  I  gave  it, 
however,  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  sisters,  who  just  looked 
at  the  handwriting,  and  instantly  returned  it  in  a  way  which 
showed  that  she  did  not  wish  it  to  be  seen  by  any  other  person 
in  the  room ;  for  besides  the  Miss  Wilsons,  there  were  (in- 
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eluding  the  nieces)  six  other  ladies  present.  As  soon  as  the 
handwriting  was  seen,  the  sister  who  received  the  letter  assured 
me,  that  I  might  depend  on  the  truth  of  everything  contained 
in  it ;  and  I  then  heard  a  distinct  and  minute  history  of  the 
young  woman,  in  which  every  circumstance  was  authenticated 
which  the  letter  contains.  There  was  not  much  added.  The 
music  which  she  had  heard  from  the  dancing-master,  which 
she  began  to  repeat  at  a  considerable  distance  of  time  in  her 
sleep,  had  not  been  merely  played  in  the  evening  after  she  had 
gone  to  bed,  but  at  a  very  late  hour  in  the  night.  This  was  one 
slight  addition.  When  she  is  managing  a  conversation  in  her 
sleep,  and  gives  (as  the  letter  says)  the  part  of  her  antagonist, 
as  well  as  her  own — ^if  the  antagonist  is  supposed  to  be  better 
educated  than  herself,  she  uses  broad  Scotch  in  her  own  person, 
but  in  the  person  of  the  other  expresses  herself  much  better. 
There  is  a  man  in  the  neighbourhood  who  has  adopted  Uni- 
tarian opinions,  which  she  dislikes  extremely.  She  argues 
often  with  him,  and  brings  out  opinions  and  arguments  with 
great  acuteness,  which  were  never  heard  from  her  when  she  is 
awaka  Indeed,  when  awake,  she  has  never  been  heard  to 
utter  any  opinion,  or  attempt  any  argument  whatever.  Though 
she  sings  Uce  other  servant-maids  while  engaged  in  her  ordin- 
ary occupations,  her  singing  while  awake  has  scarcely  any  re- 
semblance to  tiie  music  she  performs  when  asleep.  A  few 
nights  ago,  while  asleep,  she  began  a  description  of  a  language, 
with  which  she  seemed  greatly  delighted.  ^'  I  know  not,"  she 
said,  ^  what  the  language  is.  It  is  perhaps  Italian — though  I 
don't  know  if  it  is ;  but  it  is  the  softest  and  pleasantest  lan- 
guage I  have  ever  heard.  There  is  no  harshness  in  the  sound. 
It  seems  all  to  be  vowel,  vowel,  vowel.  I  have  often  heard 
Latm,  but  that  is  all  a  very  harsh  languaga''  There  were 
young  people  taught  Latin  in  the  house,  and  perhaps  Italian, 
(though  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly  if  this  circumstance  was 
mentioned).  But  nothing  of  this  kind  has  been  done  very 
lately,  and  if  this  was  the  effect  of  recollection,  it  could  not  at 
least  be  recent  Though  her  nocturnal  exhibitions  do  not  occur 
every  night,  they  are  very  frequent,  most  commonly  once  or 
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twice  in  the  week.  On  Sunday  night,  in  particular,  they  may 
be  almost  always  expected.  Last  Sunday  night,  the  night  im- 
mediately preceding  my  visit,  she  had  conversed  a  great  deal. 
I  do  not  recollect  if  she  had  sung.  Several  of  the  ladies  whom 
I  saw,  had  watched  that  night,  and  they  mentioned  several  sub- 
jects which  she  had  discussed.  A  married  lady  whom  I  saw 
there,  whose  husband  is  an  officer  at  present  in  France,  was  one 
of  the  listeners,  and  on  this  occasion  they  attempted  what  had 
not  been  tried  before — they  spoke  to  her,  and  put  a  question, 
which  she  answered  as  distinctly,  and  with  much  less  reserve 
than  she  would  have  done  awake — '^What  do  you  think  of 

Mrs. ?"    **  I  think  she  is  not  very  pretty  ;  but  yet  she 

has  something  engaging  about  her.  If  she  should  go  to  France, 
however,  to  her  husband,  I  think  she  had  best  put  on  a  veil.'' 
They  are  resolved,  however,  never  to  put  questions  again, 
which  they  think  an  unfair  advantage  of  a  very  innocent  crea- 
ture. She  is  often  heard  to  regret  in  her  sleep  that  she  has 
the  misfortune  to  talk  and  sing  in  that  situation  ;  and  on  such 
occasions  adds,  that  she  should  have  no  secrets.  She  has  no 
recollection  next  morning  of  anything  that  has  passed ;  and 
frequently  is  exhausted  and  fatigued  in  the  morning,  and 
complains  that  her  sleep  does  not  refresh  her  as  the  sleep  of 
other  people. 

I  think  I  have  given  you  the  substance  of  what  I  heard. 
The  young  woman  came  into  the  room  by  accident,  and  I  had 
a  fuU  view  of  her.  She  is  between  sixteen  and  seventeen,  of 
rather  a  large  and  full  habit,  with  every  appearance  of  health. 
Her  countenance  expresses  no  unusual  intelligence,  but  per- 
haps softness  and  good  nature.  She  passed,  however,  before 
me  so  rapidly,  that  I  could  not  judge  very  correctly,  for  the 
Miss  Wilsons  are  so  delicate,  that  she  is  never  produced  with 
design  to  anybody.  She  sometimes  speculates  on  politics,  as 
well  as  on  other  subjects.  *  At  the  age  of  ten,  she  lived  in  a 
family  where  Bonaparte  was  a  favourite,  and  one  night  lately, 
said,  '^  He  has  done  some  evil  surely ;  but  he  is  now  brought 
too  low,  and  it  was  quite  wrong  to  send  him  by  force  to  St. 
Helena ;  but^  after  all,  be  might  have  done  some  mischief  in 


Chii  MEMOIR  or  0OaA£D  SRWABT. 

Kngjand  if  he  had  been  kept  there,  and  had  he  attenqrted  to 
detfaxone  our  old  George,  that  would  have  been  a  great  pitjr  T 
All  her  impreaBbna  on  this  eobject^  which  she  retaini^  are 
evidently  the  resolt  of  her  eariy  aawociatinns  before  the  age  of 
ten.  She  attends  Gleig^s  meeting  with  the  Hiss  Wilaons,  who 
have  given  her  all  the  instmction  they  can  in  religion ;  but  in 
spite  of  all  they  have  done,  and  contrary  to  all  the  symptoms 
cf  intellect  which  appear  m  her  deep,  she  still  reads  very  im- 
perfectly, worse  than  the  greaternnmber  of  servants  at  her  age. 
When  I  left  Miss  Wilsons',  they  requested  me  to  say,  that  if 
Mr.  Stewart  had  any  wish  to  hear  this  young  woman's  noctomal 
lucubrations,  it  would  ^ve  them  great  pleasure,  if  he  would 
come  and  spend  a  night  there.  A  Sunday  night  would  be  the 
best  I  discovered  his  correspondent  to  be  a  lady. — ^Ever 
yours^ 

H.  MOHGBEITF  WeLLWOOD. 


APPENDIX  C. 


L— VERSES  BY  MES.  STEWABT, 

The  following  stanzas  from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Stewart  are  to 
be  fonnd  in  Johnson's  Scots  Musical  Museum^  voL  iv.  Edin. 
1792.  In  the  new  edition  of  the  Museum  (Edinburgh,  1839) 
there  occors  the  following  note  relative  to  the  verses : — ^^  In 
the  Index  to  the  Museum^  ^  this  song  of  genius/  as  Bums  calls 
it,  is  assigned  to  ^Miss  C  ''^  ''^  *n'  (Cranstoun),  and  has  been 
correctly  attributed  to  Mr&  Dugald  Btewabt,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first  four  lines  of  the  last  stanza,  which  were  sup- 
plied by  Bums  to  suit  the  music." 

The  tears  I  shed  most  erer  fall, 

I  moam  not  for  an  absent  iwain. 
For  thought  may  post  delights  recaU, 

And  parted  lorers  meet  again. 
I  weep  not  for  the  silent  dead, 

Their  toils  are  past,  their  sorrows  o*er, 
And  those  they  lored  their  steps  shall  tread, 

And  death  diall  join  to  part  no  more. 

Tho*  boondless  oceans  roU'd  between. 

If  certain  that  his  heart  is  near, 
A  conscions  transport  glads  each  scene. 

Soft  is  the  sigh,  and  sweet  the  tear. 
Even  when  by  death's  cold  hand  removed, 

We  moam  the  tenant  of  the  tomb ; 
To  think  that  even  in  death  he  loved, 

Can  gild  the  horrors  of  the  gloom. 
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Bnt  bitter,  bitter  we  tbe  te«v 

Of  her  wbo  iHgbted  lore  bewails; 
No  hope  her  dreary  protpeot  cheers, 

No  pleaaing  melancholj  haila. 
Hen  are  the  pangs  of  wounded  pride, 

Of  blasted  hope,  of  withered  joy : 
The  prop  she  leaned  on  pierced  her  side. 

The  flame  she  fed,  bums  to  destrnj. 

Even  conscious  -virtue  cannot  cure 

The  pangs  to  CTeiy  feeling  due ; 
Ungenerous  youth !  thy  boast  how  poor. 

To  steal  a  heart,  and  break  it  too ! 
In  Tain  does  memory  renew 

The  hours  once  tinged  in  transport's  dye; 
The  sad  rererse  soon  starts  to  view. 

And  turns  the  thought  to  agony. 

[No  cold  approach,  no  altered  meiu. 

Just  what  would  make  suspicion  start ; 
No  pause  the  dire  extremes  between. 

He  made  me  blestp— and  broke  my  heart  Q 
From  hope,  the  wretched's  anchor,  toni. 

Neglected,  and  neglecting  all, 
Friendless,  forsaken,  and  foriom. 

The  tears  I  shed  must  ever  fiJL 


IL— MB.  STEWART'S  COLOUE-BLINDNESS. 

I  may  here  notice,  that  Mr.  Stewart,  as  well  as  others  of  his 
family,  was  the  subject  of  partial  colonr-blindness.  The  fol- 
lowing statement  on  this  point  may  be  relied  on  as  authentic : — 
'^  Mr.  Stewart  had  the  remarkable  peculiarity  of  vision  which 
made  him  insensible  to  the  less  refrangible  colours  of  the  spec- 
trum. This  affection  of  the  eye  was  long  unknown,  both  to 
himself  and  his  friends,  and  was  discovered  from  the  accidental 
circumstance  of  one  of  his  family  directing  his  attention  to  the 
beauty  of  the  fruit  of  the  Siberian  crab,  when  he  found  him- 
self unable  to  distinguish  the  scarlet  fruit  from  the  green  leaves 
of  the  tree."— Brewster's  Edinburgh  Encydopasdia. 
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Dr.  Alison  also  writes : — ^^  I  have  seen  Mr.  Stewart  look  at  a 
scarlet  geranium  in  full  flower,  and  say  that  he  was  not  sensi- 
ble of  difference  of  the  colours  of  leaf  and  flower/' 


m.— THE  FORMAL  METHOD  OP  ONTOLOGY. 

The  following  general  account  of  the  character  and  province 
of  the  Formal  Laws  of  thinking,  is  designed  to  show  the  fallacy 
of  the  Ontological  Method  referred  to  in  the  text,  and  thus 
indirectly  afford  a  vindication  of  the  Observational  Method 
of  fteid  and  Stewart,  as  the  only  valid  means  of  building  up 
the  science  of  Metaphysics,  or  of  Beal  Existence. 

The  purely  formal  laws  of  thought  are  three : — 

1.  The  law  of  Identity,  or  that  in  virtue  of  which  we  affirm 
that  any  given  subject  of  thought  is  itself — ^A  is  A. 

2.  The  law  of  Contradiction,  or  that  in  virtue  of  which 
we  assert  that  a  given  subject  is  not  the  contradictory  of 
itself— or  A  cannot  be  A  and  not- A.  To  say  of  a  given 
subject  that  it  is  at  once  itself  and  not  itself,  is  altogether  to 
abolish  it 

3.  The  law  of  Excluded  Middle,  or  that  in  virtue  of  which 
we  assert  that  there  is  no  middle  between  two  contradictories, 
and  that  a  subject,  while  it  cannot  be  both,  must  be  one  or 
other  of  these— -A  cannot  be  B,  and  not-B ;  it  is  either  B,  or 
not-B. 

Such  are  the  formal  or  logical  laws.  The  first  question  to 
be  determined  regarding  them,  is  as  to  their  proper  character 
and  province.  And  here  the  first  and  grand  point  to  be  noted 
is,  that  while  those  laws  are  omnipotent  to  prescribe  what 
knowledge  or  existence  is  notj  they  are  powerless,  of  themselves, 
or  independently,  to  tell  what  either  t9,  or  furnish  us  with 
any  &ct  regarding  either  the  known  or  the  existent. 

Those  laws  are  positive  and  negative.  The  law  of  Identity 
is  positive.  It  asserts  that  a  thing  is  itself.  The  law  of  Excluded 
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Middle  is  both  positive  and  negative ;  for  it  alleges  that  a 
given  subject  is  either  of  two  contradictories,  and  that  it  cannot 
be  botL  The  law  of  Contradiction  is  n^ative  or  positive  as  it 
may  be  taken;  for  it  says  that  a  given  subject  cannot  be 
its  contradictory — ^A  cannot  be  not-A ;  that  A  «=  not-A  «=  0. 
Negatively  taken,  those  laws  declare  existence  impossible,  on 
their  violation.  That  absolutely  is  not,  which  in  thought 
violates  any  one  of  those  laws.  They  shut  out  &om  the  sphere 
of  existence  the  properly  unthinkable.  They  a£ford  the  condi- 
tions which  must  be  fulfilled,  before  existence  is  possible.  That 
subject  which  is  itself,  and  not  itself,  is  nothing  by  the  law  of 
Contradiction.  That  subject  which  is  alleged  to  be  both  of  two 
contradictories,  or  neither  of  these,  is  nothing,  by  the  law  of  Ex- 
cluded Middle.  Those  laws  thus  guard  the  portals  of  reality ; 
they  are  the  utmost  bounds  of  being ;  beyond  their  limits  is 
the  sphere  of  the  unreal. 

But  while  affording  the  absolute  conditions  of  the  possible, 
as  well  in  existence  as  in  thought,  what,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the 
function  of  those  laws  with  regard  to  real  or  actual  existence? 
Within  the  sphere  of  what  is,  be  it  the  known,  or  the  exist- 
ent, those  laws  afford  no  absolute  or  irrespective  knowledge. 
This  is  obvious  from  their  essential  nature.  They  are  regulative 
and  explicative,  but,  of  themselves,  they  give  no  new  matter  of 
knowledge ;  they  add  nothing  to  what  we  independentiy  know. 
The  essential  condition  of  the  actual  application  of  each  of 
those  laws,  is  that  aame  matter,  i.e.,  a  stdged^ — a  notion  or 
proposition, — be  given.  Potentially,  they  are  applicable  to 
every  subject ;  actually,  they  are  never  applied,  unless  to  ihis  or 
that^  i.e.,  a  determinate  subject  To  take  the  law  of  Identity, — 
this  law  in  its  barren  generalily  asserts  that  A,  or  any  sub- 
ject, is  equal  to  itself.  In  its  special  application,  it  asserts 
that  this  subject,  say  the  class  animal j  is  equal  to  itself; 
«.e.,  when  explicated,  to  oS  its  constituent  part&  But  it  is 
obvious  that  we  must  have  the  subject,  and  have  it  in  its 
totality — ^in  this  case  the  class  animal — ^before  we  can  assert  its 
equality  with  its  definite  constituent  parts ;  or  before  the  law 
of  Identity,  which  merely  preserves  harmony  in  our  thinking, 
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comes  into  exercise.  The  same  is  manifestly  true  of  the  laws  of 
Contradiction  and  Excluded  Middle.  While  we  are  able  to 
say  of  any  subject  of  thought  whatever, — that  it  cannot  be  both 
what  it  iSy  and  what  it  is  not — ^itself  and  not  itself— we  can 
never  say  this  of  any  subject  in  particular,  until  it  is  within 
knowledge — or  actually  present  to  thought  In  other  words, 
the  law  cannot  come  into  operation  until  definite  matter  is 
afforded  upon  which  it  may  act  And  with  regard  to  the  law 
of  Excluded  Middle,  we  must  have,  in  order  to  its  actual 
application,  a  given  subject  and  two  notions  that  are  mutually 
contradictory.  These  are  the  essential  conditions  of  the  oper- 
ation of  the  law ;  and  these  being  given,  we  are  able,  and  tiien 
only  able,  to  say,  that  the  subject,  while  it  cannot  be  both 
notions^  must  be  either. 

It  is  thus  obvious,  that  the  actual  application  of  each  of 
those  laws  is  regulated  by  certain  conditions;  and  that  the 
result  obtained  by  them  is  in  every  instance  purely  depend- 
ent or  hypothetical  In  point  of  fact,  they  are  best  stated  in  a 
hypothetical  form.  Thus  the  law  of  Identity  is  simply,  if  A 
is,  it  is  A ;  the  law  of  Contradiction,  if  A  is,  it  is  not  not-A, 
which  is  simply  the  negative  aspect  of  the  former  law.  The 
law  of  Excluded  Middle,  if  A  is,  it  is  either  B,  or  not-B.  The 
moment  we  say  that  A  is — this  or  that  subject  is — we  tran- 
scend the  sphere  of  those  laws,  and  pass  into  that  of  real  exist- 
ence. For  this  assertion  of  the  existence  of  the  subject,  we  need 
a  guarantee  wholly  distinct  from  the  formal  laws  of  thought 
Beyond  affording  a  hypothetical  or  conditioned  result,  those  laws 
are  thus  utterly  impotent,  with  regard  either  to  the  known  or 
the  existent.  As  they  do  not  come  into  actual  exercise  until 
they  are  furnished  with  some  matter  on  which  to  act,  and  of 
themselves  add  nothing  to  our  knowledge,  but  merely  prevent 
it  from  self-annihilation,  they  are  quite  powerless  to  afford  any 
positive  information  regarding  what  is,  whether  this  be  a  con- 
dition of  knowledge  or  of  existence.  They  are  all-powerful  to 
regulate  and  fashion  any  given  matter ;  and  when,  for  example, 
we  are  independently  made  aware  that  one  of  two  contradictory 
alternatives  is  false,  those  laws  warrant  us  in  laying  down  the 
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other  as  true.  But  they  are  wholly  unable  to  furnish  us,  in 
the  first  place,  with  any  character  either  of  knowledge  or  of 
existence — as,  for  instance,  to  determine  which  of  two  contra- 
dictory alternatives  must  exclusively  be  thought  by  us,  and  is, 
therefore,  alone  real.  In  a  word,  no  twisting  of  those  laws 
will  ever  directly  bring  out  of  them  a  single  positive  datum  of 
reality. 

The  proper  sphere  of  those  laws  is  thus  manifestly  that  of 
matter  already  subjected  to  definitiotk  To  enable  the  purely 
logical  or  formal  laws  to  come  into  fruitful  operation,  they  must 
be  furnished  with  definite  matter — ^they  must  be  transported 
to  the  sphere  of  what  is  known,  or  is  supposed  to  be.  When  a 
subject  is  fixed  down  by  definition,  the  logical  laws  enable  us  to 
say,  that  any  supposition  which  contradicts  this  definition  is  in- 
compatible with  the  subject  of  the  definition.  But  we  cannot 
say  regarding  any  subject,  that  a  supposition  or  attribute  is 
contradictory  of  its  character,  unless  we  beforehand  know  this 
character  by  definition.  Thus  the  law  of  Contradiction  merely 
enacts,  that  we  should  not  define  the  same  subject  by  contra- 
dictory attributes.  What  any  subject  is,  or  whether  it  really 
is,  this  law  does  not  enable  us  to  say.  All  that  it  warrants  us 
in  affirming  is,  that  if  it  be,  it  is  not  both  as  the  definition 
characterises  it,  and  as  the  contradictory  of  the  definition 
marks  it  out  The  definition  with  which  we  start  may  or  may 
not  be  applicable  to  its  subject,  i.e.,  it  may  or  may  not  be 
true ;— of  this  the  law  of  Contradiction  takes  no  cognisance. 
It  is  sufficient,  but  at  the  same  time  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  operation  of  this  law,  that  there  be  a  definition ;  and 
the  principle  then  merely  undertakes  to  keep  our  thinking 
about  that  definition  consistent  and  harmonious. 

The  process  known  as  reductio  ad  absfwrdum^  in  geometry, 
affords  a  good  illustration  of  the  true  import  and  legitimate 
application  of  the  law  of  Contradiction.  To  take  an  example ; — 
we  seek  to  show  that  two  straight  lines  cannot  enclose  a  space. 
We  suppose  two  lines  actually  enclosing  a  space.  But  we  find 
by  a  comparison  of  those  lines  with  the  definition  of  a  straight 
line,  that  they  want  or  possess  properties,  which  straight  lines, 
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by  definition^  possess  or  want  But  the  same  lines,  by  this  law, 
cannot  have  contradictory  properties ;  t.e.,  cannot  be  straight 
lines  and  not  straight  lines.  We  thus,  by  showing  that  the 
lines  which  do  enclose  a  space  are  not  straight  lines,  reach  the 
more  general  conclusion  that  two  straight  lines  cannot  enclose 
a  space. 

Such  is  a  general  view  of  the  nature  and  sphere  of  the  For- 
mal Laws  of  thought,  especially  the  Principle  of  Contradiction. 
We  are  now  in  a  position  to  estimate  the  worth  of  any  attempt 
at  determining  the  essential  character  or  condition,  either  of 
human  knowledge,  or  of  knowledge  in  general,  by  the  law  of 
Contradiction.  The  problem  may  be  thus  stated : — Given  the 
foci  of  knowledge,  to  determine  what  knowledge  in  general,  or 
knowledge  as  possessed  by  any  intelligence,  is  and  must  be. 
We  are,  of  course,  by  the  conditions  of  the  problem,  supposed 
entirely  ignorant  of  what  any  knowledge  is,  be  it  human  or 
divine ;  we  are  allowed  merely  to  assume  the  fact,  or  rather 
the  possibility  of  knowledge.  For  an  application  of  the  law 
of  Contradiction,  to  be  thorough-going,  must  start,  not  from 
the  assumption  that  tliis  or  ihaJt  knowledge  is,  for  such  is  a 
fact  of  real  existence,  and  therefore  wholly  unknown  to  this 
law;  but,  at  the  most,  simply  from  the  nossibility  of  that 
whose  necessary  and  essential  condition  it  is  adduced  as  compe- 
tent to  establish.  In  truth,  an  absolutely  perfect  speculative 
doctrine  of  the  kind  in  question  should,  in  the  first  place, 
vindicate  the  possibility  of  that  whose  essential  condition 
it  professes  to  furnish.  But  even  with  the  assumption  of  the 
fact  of  knowledge  in  general,  without  any  determination  of 
what  it  is,  which  amounts  to  little  more  than  the  postulate  of 
its  possibility,  the  law  of  Contradiction  is,  of  itself,  utterly  power- 
less to  aiford  its  essential  condition  or  nature.  All  professed 
evolution  of  the  essential  condition  of  knowledge,  from  the  bare 
fact  of  knowledge  in  general,  results  either  in -the  idle  assertion 
of  the  fact  in  a  negative  form,  or,  if  it  goes  beyond  this,  in- 
volves a  reasoning  in  a  circle — is  petitory  of  the  point  at  issue. 
Let  it  be  observed,  in  the  first  place,  that  from  the  conditions  of 
the  problem,  we  set  out  with  no  dejfnition  of  knowledge.    We 
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confessedly  know  nothing  of  wliat  it  is.  Supposing  it  to  be 
possible,  we  profess  to  determine  what  it  most  be.  Or,  if  it 
should  be  preferred,  let  it  be  said  that  we  start  from  the  &ct 
of  knowledge  in  general  Now  what  does  the  law  of  Contra- 
diction enable  and  necessitate  us  to  say  with  this  assumption  ? 
This  law  says  that  a  thing  is  not  the  contradictoiy  of  itself. 
So  that  by  the  law  we  are  enabled  and  necessitated  to  say,  that 
if  there  be  knowledge,  or  as  there  is  knowledge,  there  is  not 
at  the  same  time  no  knowledge.  This  is  a  tolerably  secure, 
but  very  idle  conclusion. 

This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the  result  with  which  we  are  sup- 
posed to  be  furnished  as  the  product  of  the  law  of  Contradiction 
on  the  point  at  issue.  Though  starting  only  from  the  £Etct  of 
knowledge  in  general,  we  are  said  to  land  in  a  conclusion,  by  help 
of  the  law  of  Contradiction  alone,  unaided  by  experience,  regard- 
ing the  nature,  the  essential  condition,  of  knowledge  and  of  all 
knowledge.  But  how  can  such  a  result  be  reached  by  the  law 
of  Contradiction  P  Only,  of  course,  by  showing  that  a  particular 
hypothesis,  or  supposition  in  r^ard  to  the  nature  of  knowledge 
— ^what  knowledge  is — is  contradictory  of  the  fact,  or  possi- 
bility of  knowledge  in  general.  This  it  is  utterly  beyond  the 
power  of  the  principle  of  Contradiction  to  show;  for  the 
obvious  reason,  that  the  condition  under  which  the  law  is 
applicable,  \&  wanting  in  such  a  case,  viz.,  a  definition  of  what 
knowledge  is.  The  only  supposition  which  the  law  of  Contra- 
diction can  discard  as  incompetent,  because  contradictoiy,  is 
the  general  and  idle  supposition,  that  there  may  be  no  know- 
ledge while  there  is  knowledge.  We  have  given  us  at  the 
most  the  bare  fact  of  knowledge ;  knowledge,  for  aught  we  as 
yet  know,  may  be  anything  whatever.  It  may  be  that  kind 
which  is  found  in  human  experience,  or  it  may  be  something 
altogether  diffiBrent  So  long  as  we  are  in  this  state  of  ignor- 
ance in  regard  to  knowledge — ^so  long  in  fact  as  we  do  not  know 
something  otwhat  knowledge  is, — or  have  no  dejinitum  of  it, — 
we  cannot  by  the  law  of  Contradiction  say  that  any  hypothesis 
whatever,  in  regard  to  the  nature,  is  inconsistent  with,  or  con- 
tradictoiy of  the  fact  of  knowledge,  and  thereby  determine  its 
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eflsential  condition.  If,  as  in  the  reductio  ad  absurdum  of 
geometry,  we  were  furnished  at  the  outset  with  a  definition  of 
the  subject,  in  regard  to  which  we  seek  to  discard  a  particular 
hypothesis  as  contradictory,  and  thus  establish  the  opposite 
conclusion  as  true  and  applicable,  the  law  of  contradiction 
might  have  a  valid  and  useful  field  of  operation.  It  would 
then  be  furnished  with  its  indispensable  condition,  viz.,  a 
definition;  and  would  enable  and  necessitate  us  to  discard 
any  contradictory  or  counter-proposition.  But  to  supply  the 
legitimate  condition  of  the  application  of  the  law — ^to  define 
knowledge — is  at  once  to  violate  the  conditions  of  the  pro- 
blem, and  to  supersede  the  office  which  the  law  of  Contradic- 
tion is  called  in  to  perform.  For  if  we  have  a  definition  of 
knowledge,  or  of  any  part  of  it,  we  start  from  more  than  the 
bare  fact, — we  know  what  knowledge  is, — ^and  know  this  be- 
fore the  law  of  Contradiction  is  called  into  operation. 

A  recent  writer  on  Metaphysics  in  this  country,^  professes  to 
have  found,  by  means  of  a  purely  Formal  Method, — in  other 
words,  by  the  law  of  Contradiction, — ^the  essential  condition 
of  all  knowledge,  be  it  human  or  divine,  or  that  which,  if 
there  be  knowledge  at  all,  must  constitute  its  form  or  law. 
This  great  discovery  is  properly  made  the  groundwork  of  a 
.Demonstrative  theory  of  knowledge  and  existence,  which  is 
justiy  proclaimed,  on  the  proviso  that  the  discovery  is  genuine, 
as  the  last  and  only  system  of  Metaphysics — superseding  all 
past  philosophies,  and  foreclosing  equally  all  future  divergent 
speculative  efforts.  Human  knowledge  has  thus  at  length 
reached  the  climax  of  perfection,  or  rather  got  to  the  limit  of 
its  tether,  in  the  discovery  of  the  essential  law  of  universal 
knowledge  and  absolute  existence.  The  essential  condition  of 
knowledge,  according  to  this  author,  is  contained  in  the  principle, 
that  ^  along  with  whatever  any  intelligence  knows,  it  must^  as 
the  ground  or  condition  of  its  knowledge,  have  some  cognisance 

^  ImtUutei    of   Metaphyiic ;    the      fesior  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Political 
Theofy  of  Knowing  and  Being.    Bj      Economy,  Si.  Andrews.    1864. 
Jamea  F.  Ferrier,  A.B.  Oxon.,  Pro- 
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of  itself."^  And  of  this  principle  he  professes  to  find  the 
goarantee  in  the  law  of  Contradiction.  The  point  at  iasae  is 
thus,  not  whether  the  principle  now  stated  form  the  necessary 
condition  of  all  knowledge  whatever,  nor  even  whether  it  be 
a  necessary  law  or  condition  of  human  knowledge.  The  trae 
and  primary  question  is,  whether  the  principle  can  be  directly 
established  by  the  law  of  Contradiction,  or  whether  it  follows 
necessarily  fiom  that  law,  as  applied  to  the  bare  £EU^t  of  know- 
ledge in  general.  As  this  is  the  turning-point  of  the  whole 
discussion,  it  may  be  proper  to  allow  the  author  of  the  Instu 
tuies  to  speak  for  himself,  and  show,  if  he  can,  how  this  prin- 
ciple IB  established  by  the  law  of  Contradiction. 

^  Strictly  speaking,''  says  Mr.  Ferrier,  ^'  the  proposition  (the 
primary  law  of  knowledge  just  mentioned)  cannot  be  demon- 
strated, because,  being  itself  the  absolute  starting-point,  it  cannot 
be  deduced  from  any  antecedent  data ;  but  it  may  be  explained 
in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  its  axiomatic  character. 
It  claims  all  the  stringency  of  a  geometrical  axiom,  and  its 
claims,  it  is  conceived,  are  irresistible.  If  it  were  possible  for 
an  intelligence  to  receive  knowledge  at  any  one  time,  without 
knowing  that  it  was  bis  knowledge,  it  would  be  possible  for 
him  to  do  this  at  oS  times.  So  that  an  intelligent  being  might 
be  endowed  with  knowledge,  without  once,  during  the  whole 
term  of  his  existence,  knowing  that  he  possessed  it  Is  there 
not  a  contradiction  involved  in  that  supposition  ?  But  if  that 
supposition  be  a  contradiction,  it  is  equally  contradictory  to 
suppose  that  an  intelligence  can  be  conscious  of  his  knowledge, 
at  any  single  moment,  without  being  conscious  of  it  as  his.  A 
man  has  knowledge,  and  is  cognisant  of  perceptions  only  when 
be  brings  them  home  to  himself.  If  he  were  not  aware  that 
they  were  his,  he  could  not  be  aware  of  them  at  alL  Can  7 
know  without  knowing  that  it  is  /  who  know  P  No ;  truly.  But 
if  a  man,  in  knowing  anything,  must  always  know  that  he 
knows  it,  he  must  always  be  self-conscious.  And,  therefore, 
reason  establishes  our  first  proposition  as  a  necessary  truth,  as 

^  /iM(t<ii<et  cf  Mdaiphffiic     Prop.  L  The  Primaiy  Law  or  Condition  of  all 
Knowledge,  p.  76. 
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an  axiom,  the  denial  of  which  involves  a  contradiction,  or  is, 
in  plain  wordff,  nonsense."^ 

This  alleged  evolution  of  the  essential  condition  of  know- 
ledge, by  the  law  of  Contradiction,  from  knowledge  in  general, 
is,  from  first  to  last,  the  merest  petitio  principii.  What  is  the 
supposition  which  is  said  to  be  contradictory  of  the  fact  of 
knowledge  ?  The  supposition  that  an  intelligence  can  know 
aught  without,  in  the  same  act,  knowing  itself.  This  is,  how- 
ever, only  mediately  contradictory  of  the  fact  of  knowledge  ; 
and  the  point  on  which  the  proof  hinges  is  the  preliminary 
step,  when  it  is  said  to  be  a  contradiction  for  an  intelligence 
to  know,  without  knowing  that  he  knowSy  or  without  being  con- 
aciou8  of  his  knowledge.  This  is,  of  course,  perfectly  indisput- 
able by  the  law  of  contradiction,  on  the  supposition  that  an 
inUUigence  knowing,  and  an  intelligence  being  conaoioua  of  his 
knowledge^  are  already  known,  or  supposed,  to  be  identical. 
Unless  those  terms  are,  in  the  first  instance,  r^arded  as  the 
same,  the  contradictory  of  the  latter,  i.e.,  unconsciousness  of 
knowledge,  cannot  be  known  or  held  to  be  the  contradictory 
of  the  former,  i.e.,  the  fcLct  of  knowledge.  The  law  of  Con- 
tradiction assures  us,  that  knowledge  cannot  be  knowledge,  and 
not  knowledge  ;  and  if  the  consciousness  of  his  knowl^ge  be 
essential  to  knowledge  by  an  intelligence,  it  is  no  doubt  a  con- 
tradiction to  say,  that  an  intelligence  has  knowledge  when  he 
has  not  the  consciousness  of  it^  i.e.,  when  he  has  not  know- 
ledge. But  this  is  to  assume  that  we  already  know  something 
of  what  knowledge  is.  It  is,  in  fact,  to  proceed  on  a  d^nition 
of  knowledge,  and  a  definition  which  tells  us  that  the  con- 
sciousness by  an  intelligence  of  his  knowledge,  is  his  knowing 
or  knowledge.  And  this  information  is  already  possessed  be- 
fore the  law  of  Contradiction  is  applied.  How,  then,  can  we 
attribute  to  that  law  what  we  assume  in  order  to  its  applica- 
tion to  the  case  in  hand  ? 

The  problem  here  essayed  is,  indeed,  as  has  been  fully 
shown,  an  impossible  one.  If  we  are  entirely  ignorant  of 
everything  beyond  the  simple  fact  of  the  existence  of  know- 

*  InttUulu  of  Metaphj/iie,  pp.  84,  85. 
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ledge,  or  know  only  that  there  is  knowledge,  without  being  in- 
formed what  the  tbiDg  we  speak  of  is,  we  are  totally  unable,  by 
the  law  of  Contradiction  alone,  to  affirm  that  any  supposition 
whatever,  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  knowledge,  be  it  unoon- 
scioosness  of  knowledge,  or  any  other,  is  contradictory  of  the 
fact  of  knowledge.  Before  this  law  can  come  into  play,  we 
must  be  furnished  with  some  information  regarding  the  nature 
or  character  of  knowledge,  and  this  we  are  excluded  from 
possessing  by  the  very  conditions  of  our  problem.  A  state 
of  absolute  ignorance  of  what  knowledge  is,  is  the  starting- 
point  of  the  formal  Ontologist ;  it  is  also  his  only  legitimate 
landing-place. 

But  even  supposing  that  we  start  from  the  datum  conaciou&' 
ne88  ofknowUdgey  which  must  now  be  borrowed  from  Experi- 
ence, we  are  unable,  by  the  law  of  Contradiction  alone,  to  reach 
the  alleged  second  step  of  the  process,  or  to  show  formally  that 
this  involves  consciouaneas  of  knowledge  as  his.  It  is,  in  the 
second  place,  said  to  be  a  contradiction  to  suppose  that  an  in- 
telligence can  be  conscious  of  his  knowledge  wUhoui  being  con^ 
cious  of  it  as  his,  and,  therefore,  without  being  conscious  of 
himself.  There  is  no  doubt  a  contradiction  in  the  supposition 
now  specified,  and  we  know  it  to  be  a  contradiction,  if  the 
consciousness  by  an  inteOigence  of  his  knowledge,  and  the  con- 
sciousness of  it  as  his,  be  but  different  expressions  of  the 
same  thing,  and  if  we  are  already  aware  of  this ;  for,  in  that 
case,  the  contradictory  of  the  latter  is,  of  course,  the  oontradio- 
toiy  of  the  former,  and  is  known  by  us  to  be  such.  But  if  these 
terms  be  thus  simply  identical,  the  whole  contradiction  amounts 
merely  to  this,  that  an  intelligence  cannot  at  once  be  conscious 
and  unconscious  of  his  knowledge.  Being  supposed  or  known 
to  be  conscious  of  his  knowledge,  he  cannot  also  be  supposed  or 
known  to  be  unconscious  of  it.  Hereby,  however,  we  do  not 
advance  a  single  step  towards  showing  that  consciousness  of  his 
knowledge  implies  consciousness  of  knowledge  as  his.  We  only 
formally  protect  ourselves  from  holding  that  our  first  supposi- 
tion is  not  what  we  supposed  it  to  be. 

I^  on  the  other  hand,  this  latter  term,  viz.,  the  consciousness 
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of  knowledge  as  his,  be  held  to  be  anything  different  from,  and 
additional  to^  the  former  term,  viz.,  the  consciotuness  of  his 
knowledge^  there  is  not  necessarily  any  contradiction  whatever 
in  supposing  that  it  is  wanting  where  this  term  is  found, — 
for  the  two  terms  being  in  this  case  different,  the  contradictory 
of  the  one  is  consequently  not  necessarily  the  contradictory  of 
the  other.  So  far  from  there  being  any  necessity  of  this  kind, 
it  is,  in  truth,  simply  impossible  that  the  contradictory  of  one 
term  can  be  the  contradictory  of  any  other  term  not  itself.  Not 
A  is  the  contradictory  of  A ;  it  is  not  the  contradictory  of  any 
other  term,  as  of  B.  Unconsdonsness  of  knowledge  as  his  is  the 
contradictory  of  consciousness  of  knowledge  as  his  ;  it  is  not  the 
contradictory  of  consciousness  of  his  knowledge^ — ^if  this  latter 
notion  be  anything  less  than,  and  therefore  different  from,  the 
former  ;  or,  in  a  word,  unless  the  terms  consciousness  of  his 
knowledge^  and  consciousness  of  knowledge  as  his,  be,  in  the 
first  place,  absolutely  identified.  We  never,  therefore,  by  the 
legitimate  application  of  the  law  of  Contradiction,  advance  a 
footstep  in  the  line  of  what  knowledge  is.  In  short,  the  whole 
process  of  evolution  thus  elaborately  given,  amounts  simply  to 
saying  that  the  want  of  self-knowledge  is  no  knowledge  ;  and, 
accordingly,  that  wherever  there  is  knowledge,  there  is  know- 
ledge of  self.  No  doubt  this  is  perfectly  true  on  the  principle 
of  Contradiction,  but  we  are  still  as  far  as  ever  from  any  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  preliminary  point,  whether  self-know- 
ledge be  the  essential  condition  of  knowledge  in  general,  which, 
though  the  whole  point  at  issue,  is  here  virtually  assumed. 

Descending,  however,  still  further  within  the  sphere  of  Ex- 
perience, and  learning  from  it  that  there  is  a  particular  kind 
of  knowledge,  viz.,  the  knowledge  possessed  by  human  in- 
telligence, may  not  the  law  of  Contradiction  enable  us  to 
determine  what  human  knowledge  is  and  must  be  ?  Suppose 
we  find  by  experience  that  we  know  something,  and  that  what 
IB  proposed  to  us  is  not  the  something  which  we  know,  may 
not  the  law  of  Contradiction  from  that  lead  us  to  determine 
what  it  is  we  actually  know  ?  and  thus  be  the  guarantee  of  what 
we  do  and  must  know  ?     By  experience  we  find,  let  us  sup- 
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pose,  that  X  is  not  an  object  of  knowledge  by  itself.  We  do  not 
apprehend  X  alone,  or  jper  se.  We  jet  apprehend  X.  May  not 
the  law  of  Contradiction  come  in  at  this  point,  and  tell  us  what 
heddea  X  we  most  apprehend,  in  order  also  that  we  may  at  the 
same  time  apprehend  X  ?  This  even  the  law  of  Contradiction 
cannot  accomplish.  All  that  this  law  can  do  in  the  case  now 
supposed,  is  to  tell  ns  indefinitely  that  as  X  is  apprehended, 
yet  not  per  «6,  it  is  apprehended  along  with  aomeUdng  more  ; 
but  as  to  what,  in  particular,  this  addition  to  X  is,  the  princi- 
ple of  Contradiction  can  give  us  no  information  whatever.  It 
may  be  X  +  A,  or  X  +  B,  or  X  +  C,  or  X  +  anything,  pro- 
vided only  it  be  aomeihing^  so  far  as  the  law  of  Contradiction 
is  concerned.  It  is  Experience,  and  that  alone,  which  can  tell 
us  what  the  addition  to  X  is,  which  is  apprehended  along 
with  it 

But  further,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  law  of  Contradiction  in 
the  case  supposed,  to  determine  what  it  is  we  know,  besides 
being  useless,  is  superfluous.  We  are  supposed  to  know  or 
apprehend  X,  but  not  alone.  We  have  this  information  from 
Experience,  before  we  call  in  the  aid  of  the  law  of  Contradiction. 
If  so,  we  have  also  from  experience  the  knowledge  or  appre- 
hension of  the  addition  to  X,  along  with  which  it  is  appre- 
hended* For,  if  we  apprehend  X,  but  not  alone,  we  necessiurily 
apprehend  it  along  with  that  besides  itself,  which  is  the  con- 
dition of  its  apprehension.  We  therefore,  by  experience,  know 
what  it  is  we  know  along  with  X,  and  do  not  need  to  call  to 
our  aid  any  formal  principle  what#iver. 

Far  from  enabling  us  to  determine  what  all  knowledge  must 
be,  the  principle  of  Contradiction  is  thus,  of  itself,  utterly 
powerless  to  tell  us  what  our  own  knowledge,  in  any  one  of 
its  positive  conditions,  is  or  must  be.  In  order  to  do  this, 
it  must  start  from  the  fact  or  possibility  of  knowledge  in 
general,  and  starting  from  this  point  it  is,  as  has  been  shown, 
absolutely  impotent  to  fix  a  single  positive  condition  of  any 
knowledge  whatever,  be  it  human  or  divine.  The  principle 
that  intelligence  in  knowing  an  object  is  necessarily  cognisant 
of  Uaelf  cannot  even  be  established,  by  the  law  of  Contra- 
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diction  as  a  conditiou  of  human  knowledge.  Whether  this  is, 
or  is  not,  a  condition  of  human  knowledge  is,  of  course,  a  dif- 
ferent question.  This  refers  to  a  matter  of  fcud^  and  must  be 
determined  by  the  usual  method  of  Observation.  The  Formal 
Method  of  the  InstihUeSy  while  vaunted  as  omnipotent  over 
all  knowledge,  is  thus  powerless  in  respect  even  of  furnisliing  to 
human  intelligence  the  solitary  condition  of  knowledge  to  which 
it  would  accord  a  sphere  so  absolute.  And  as  the  whole  sys- 
tem is  confessedly  perilled  on  the  validity  of  its  Method  and 
First  Principle,  it  is  thus  sapped  from  the  foundation.  The 
series  of  demonstrations  of  which  the  system  is  made  up  has 
the  consbtency  of  a  "  rope  of  sand."  This  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted,  inasmuch  as,  had  the  work  in  question  united 
soundness  and  solidity  to  the  acuteness,  ingenuity,  and  ele- 
gance which  characterise  it,  it  must  have  taken  a  high  place 
in  philosophical  literature. 
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PREFACE. 

The  three  Memoirs  contained  in  this  Volume  were  written 
in  compliance  with  a  practice,  which,  after  the  example  of 
some  foreign  Academies,  the  founders  of  the  Boyal  Society  of 
Edinburgh  were  anxious  to  introduce  at  the  time  of  its  first 
establishment.  In  forming  this  design,  they  indulged  the 
hope  of  being  able,  not  only  to  preserve,  in  their  Transactions 
such  notices  with  respect  to  the  lives  of  their  more  distinguished 
Colleagues  as  might  be  of  use  to  future  Biographers,  but  to 
record,  while  facts  were  yet  recent,  and  recollections  lively,  the 
impressions  which  their  characters  and  manners  had  left  on 
the  memory  of  their  surviving  friends.  A  portrait  executed 
in  these  circumstances  might,  they  thought,  even  if  it  should 
exhibit  nothing  but  a  faithful  outline,  prevent,  at  a  more 
distant  period,  those  misconceptions  both  of  men  and  of  things, 
which  are  the  natural  consequences  of  oral  tradition. 

In  this  light— of  Academical  Contributions — and  in  this 
light  alone,  I  should  wish  the  following  Essays  to  be  considered 
by  my  readers.  They  are  not  meant  to  supersede  a  more 
detailed  account  of  the  eminent  men  to  whom  they  relate, 
when  any  other  person  shall  choose  afterwards  to  resume  the 
same  portions  of  the  literary  History  of  Scotland ;  far  less  to 
interfere  with  the  province  of  those  who  delight  in  gleaning 
the  anecdotes  and  memorable  sayings  ascribed  to  distinguished 
characters.  In  the  first  and  third  Memoirs^  indeed,  I  believe 
that  I  have  nearly  exhausted  all  the  authentic  information 
which  it  was  possible  to  collect ;  and  in  those^  accordingly, — as 
the  few  incidents,  which  diversify  a  philosopher's  life,  derive 
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their  whole  interest  from  the  light  they  throw  on  the  history  of 
hi»  etadieSy  and  on  the  progress  of  his  mind, — ^I  have  heen 
indaced  to  connect  with  the  slender  thread  of  my  narration  a 
variety  of  specniative  discnsnons  and  illnstrations,  for  the 
length  of  which,  I  trust,  that  my  anxiety  to  do  justice  to  the 
memory  of  the  dead  will  be  a  sufficient  apology.  With  respect 
to  Dr.  Bobertson,  whose  personal  habits,  as  well  as  official 
station,  engaged  him  in  more  extensive  connexions  with  the 
world,  and  whose  fiivourite  pursuits  directed  his  attention  to 
researches  very  different  from  those  which  have  employed  my 
life, — an  ample  field  still  remains  to  reward  the  labours  both  of 
the  biographer  and  of  the  ciitia  I  should  be  happy  to  see  such 
a  task  undertaken  by  a  competent  hand ;  and  have  done  some- 
thing to  fiualitate  its  execution,  by  the  original  letters  from 
Mr.  Hume  and  others,  which  I  have  printed  in  the  Appendix. 

The  additions  which  have  occurred  to  me  in  revising  my 
papers  for  the  present  publication  are  inclosed  within  brackets,* 
to  prevent  any  confusion  that  might  arise  from  a  difference  of 
dates.  The  whole  of  these  additions  are  confin^  to  the 
Notes ;  the  Text  remaining  (with  the  exception  of  some  triffin^ 
verbal  corrections)  in  its  original  state.  The  Notes  annexed 
to  the  Life  of  Mr.  Smith  being  entirely  new,  I  have  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  distinguish  them  by  any  typographical 
mark.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  mention,  in  this  plac^  that 
they  were  written  in  the  year  1810. 

*  [The  present  manuscript  insertaons  words,  Aidhor^$  Uut  addkUm;  whilst 
of  the  Author  are,  besides  the  square  the  Notes  of  the  Editor  are  here  suffi- 
braokets,  further  marked  out  by  the      cientljdistinguishedbjanaatetisky&c-] 
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SECTION  L 

FROM  MR.  smith's  BIRTH  TILL  THE  PUBLICATION  OF  THE 
THEORT  OF  MORAL  SENTIMEKT& 

Adam  Smith^  author  of  the  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and 
Cauaes  of  (lie  Wealth  of  National  was  the  son  of  Adam  Smith, 
comptroller  of  the  customs  at  Kirkaldy,^  and  of  Margaret 
Douglas,  daughter  of  Mr.  Douglas  of  Btrathenry.  He  was  the 
only  child  of  the  marriage,  and  was  bom  at  Kirkaldy  on  the 
5th  of  June  1723,  a  few  months  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

His  constitution  during  infancy  was  infirm  and  sickly,  and 
required  all  the  tender  solicitude  of  his  surviving  parent  She 
was  blamed  for  treating  him  with  an  unlimited  indulgence; 


^  Mr.  Smith,  the  father,  was  a  native 
of  Aherdeenahire,  and,  in  the  earlier 
port  of  his  life,  practiaed  at  Edinhorgh 
as  a  Writer  to  the  Signet  He  waa 
afterwards  Private  SecretaTj  to  the 
Earl  of  Londoun,  (during  the  time  he 
held  the  oflSoea  of  Principal  Secretaiy 
of  State  for  Scotland,  and  of  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal,)  and  continued  in  this 
situation  till  1713  or  1714,  when  he 
waa  appointed  Comptroller  of  the  Cus- 


toms at  Kirkaldy.  He  waa  also  Gerk 
to  the  Courts-martial  and  Councils  of 
War  for  Scotland;  an  office  which  he 
held  from  1707  till  his  death.  Aa  it  la 
now  seyentj  years  since  he  died,  the 
accounts  I  have  reoeived  of  him  are 
Teiy  imperfect;  but,  from  the  par- 
ticulars already  mentioned,  it  may  he 
presumed,  that  he  waa  a  man  of  more 
than  common  abilities. 
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but  it  produced  no  unfavourable  effects  on  his  temper  or  his 
dispositions :  and  he  enjoyed  the  rare  satisfaction  of  being  able 
to  repay  her  affection,  by  every  attention  that  filial  gratitude 
could  dictate,  during  the  long  period  of  sixty  year& 

An  accident  which  happened  to  him  when  he  was  about 
three  years  old,  is  of  too  interesting  a  nature  to  be  omitted  in 
the  account  of  so  valuable  a  life.  He  had  been  carried  by  his 
mother  to  Strathenry,  on  a  visit  to  his  uncle,  Mr.  Douglas,  and 
was  one  day  amusing  himself  alone  at  the  door  of  the  house, 
when  he  was  stolen  by  a  party  of  that  set  of  vagrants  who  are 
known  in  Scotland  by  the  name  of  tinkers.  Luckily  he  was 
soon  missed  by  his  uncle,  who,  hearing  that  some  vagrants  had 
passed,  pursued  them,  with  what  assistance  he  could  find,  till 
he  overtook  them  in  Leslie  Wood ;  and  was  the  happy  instru- 
ment of  preserving  to  the  world  a  genius  which  was  destined 
not  only  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  science,  but  to  enlighten 
and  reform  the  commercial  policy  of  Europe. 

The  school  of  ELirkaldy,  where  Mr.  Smith  received  the  first 
rudiments  of  his  education,  was  then  taught  by  Mr.  David 
Miller,  a  teacher,  in  his  day,  of  considerable  reputation,  and 
whose  name  deserves  to  be  recorded  on  account  of  the  eminent 
men  whom  that  very  obscure  seminary  produced  while  under  his 
direction.  Of  this  niunber  were  Mr.  Oswald  of  Dunikeir  ;^  his 
brother.  Dr.  John  Oswald,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Baphoe ;  and 
our  late  excellent  colleague,  the  Beverend  Dr.  John  Drysdale : 
all  of  them  nearly  contemporary  with  Mr.  Smith,  and  united 
with  him  through  life  by  the  closest  ties  of  friendship.  One 
of  his  school-fellows  is  still  alive  ;^  and  to  his  kindness  I  am 
principally  indebted  for  the  scanty  materials  which  form  the 
first  part  of  this  narrative. 

Among  these  companions  of  his  earliest  years,  Mr.  Smith 
soon  attracted  notice,  by  his  passion  for  books,  and  by  the 
extraordinary  powers  of  his  memory.  The  weakness  of  his 
bodily  constitution  prevented  him  from  partaking  in  their  more 
active  amusements ;  but  he  was  much  beloved  by  them  on 

>  See  Note  A. 

*  Qeorge  Diysdalei  Esq.  of  Kirkildy,  lm»ther  of  the  late  Dr.  Diyadale. 
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acooont  of  his  temper,  which,  though  warm,  was  to  an  mi- 
common  degree  friendly  and  generous.  Even  then  he  was 
remarkable  for  those  habits  which  remained  with^  him  through 
life,  of  speaking  to  himself  when  alone,  and  of  ahwfnot  in 
company. 

From  the  Grammarnschool  of  Kirkaldy,  he  was  sent,  in 
1737,  to  the  Umversity  of  Glasgow,  where  he  remained  till 
1740,  when  he  went  to  Ballioi  College,  Oxford,  as  an  exhibi- 
tioner^ on  Snell's  foundation. 

Dr.  Madaine  of  the  Hague,  who  was  a  fellow-student  of  Mr. 
Smith's  at  Glasgow,  told  me  some  years  ago,  that  his  favourite 
pursuits  while  at  that  University  were  mathematics  and  natural 
philosophy ;  and  I  remember  to  have  heard  my  father  remind 
him  of  a  geometrical  problem  of  considerable  difficulty,  about 
which  he  was  occupied  at  the  time  when  their  acquaintance 
commenced,  and  which  had  been  proposed  to  him  as  an 
exercise  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Simson. 

These,  however,  were  certainly  not  the  sciences  in  which  he 
was  formed  to  excel ;  nor  did  they  long  divert  him  from  pur- 
suits more  congenial  to  his  mind.  What  Lord  Bacon  says  of 
Plato  may  be  justly  applied  to  him :  '^  Ilium,  licet  ad  rempub- 
licam  non  accessisset^  tamen  natur&  et  inclinatione  omnino  ad 
res  civiles  propensum,  vires  eo  prsdcipue  intendisse  ;  neque  de 
Philosophia  Naturali  admodum  sollicitum  esse ;  nisi  quatenus 
ad  Philosophi  nomen  et  celebritatem  tuendam,  et  ad  majes- 
tatem  quandam  moralibus  et  civilibus  doctrinis  addendam  et 
aspergendam  sufficerei"^    The  study  of  human  nature  in  all 


^  [As  tbe  word  esdU&t^ibfiar  has  mis- 
led a  Frencli  anthor,  to  whose  critical 
acquaintance  with  the  English  langoage 
I  am  indebted  for  a  T017  elegant  trans- 
lation of  this  Memoir,  I  think  it  proper 
to  mention,  that  it  is  used  here  to  de- 
note •  ttodent  who  enjoys  a  salaiy  to 
assist  him  in  canying  on  his  academical 
education.  "The  word  ExIvSiMiUm,'' 
says  Johnson,  "  is  mnch  nsed  for  pen- 
sions allowed  to  scholars  at  the  Uni- 
Tetsity.*'      In   the   translation   aboTC 


referred  to,  as  well  as  in  the  Noiioi 
prefixed  to  M.  Gamier*s  translation  of 
the  TTsoZtikqf  ^otioM,  the  clause  in  the 
text  is  thus  rsndsred :  H  Sutra  on  etA- 
Vtgt  de  Battiol  &  Oatford,  en  qiialiU  de 
dSmonetnUeur  de  lafimdation  de  SneU, 
With  respect  to  BneU's  foundation, 
**  the  largest,  perhsps,  and  most  liberal 
in  Britain,"  see  the  JSUOietieal  AeoawU 
of  ihe  UfdoenUy  of  Okugow,  hy  Dr. 
Bttd.] 
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its  branches,  more  particularly  of  the  political  histoiy  of  man- 
kind, opened  a  bonndless  field  to  his  cnriosity  and  ambition ; 
and  while  it  afforded  scope  to  all  the  yaiioos  powers  of  his 
versatile  and  comprehensive  genius,  gratified  his  ruling  passion, 
of  contributing  to  the  happiness  and  the  improvement  of  society. 
To  this  study,  diversified  at  his  leisure  hours  by  the  less  severe 
occupations  of  polite  literature,  he  seems  to  have  devoted  him- 
self almost  entirely  from  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Oxford ; 
but  he  still  retained,  and  retained  even  in  advanced  years,  a 
recollection  of  his  early  acquisitions,  which  not  only  added  to 
the  splendour  of  his  conversation,  but  enabled  him  to  exemplify 
some  of  his  favourite  theories  concerning  the  natural  progress 
of  the  mind  in  the  investigation  of  truth,  by  the  histoiy  of 
those  sciences  in  which  the  connexion  and  succession  of  dis- 
coveries may  be  traced  with  the  greatest  advantage.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  too,  the  influence  <^  his  early  taste  for  the  Qreek 
geometiy  may  be  remarked  in  the  elementaiy  clearness  and 
fulness,  bordering  sometimes  upon  prolixity,  with  which  he 
frequently  states  his  political  reasonings.  The  lectures  of  the 
profound  and  eloquent  Dr.  Hutcheson,  which  he  had  attended 
previous  to  his  departure  &om  Glasgow,  and  of  which  he  always 
spoke  in  terms  of  the  warmest  admiration,  had,  it  may  be 
reasonably  presumed,  a  considerable  effect  in  directing  his 
talents  to  their  proper  objects.^ 

I  have  not  been  able  to  collect  any  information  with  respect 
to  that  part  of  his  youth  which  was  spent  in  England.  I  have 
heard  him  say,  that  he  employed  himself  frequently  in  the 
practice  of  translation,  (particularly  from  the  French,)  with  a 
view  to  the  improvement  of  his  own  siyle :  and  he  used  often 
to  express  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  utility  of  such  exercises, 
to  all  who  cultivate  the  art  of  composition.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  that  none  of  his  juvenile  attempts  in  this  way  have 
been  preserved ;  as  the  few  specimens  which  his  writings  con- 
tain of  his  skill  as  a  translator,  are  sufficient  to  show  the 
eminence  he  had  attained  in  a  walk  of  literature,  which,  in 
our  country,  has  been  so  little  frequented  by  men  of  genius. 

^SoeKoteB. 
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It  was  probably  also  at  this  period  of  his  life,  that  he  cul- 
tivated with  the  greatest  care  the  study  of  languages  The 
knowledge  he  possessed  of  these,  both  ancient  and  modem,  was 
uncommonly  extensive  and  accurate;  and,  in  him,  was  sub- 
servient, not  to  a  vain  parade  of  tasteless  erudition,  but  to  a 
familiar  acquaintance  with  everything  that  could  illustrate  the 
institutions,  the  manners,  and  the  ideas  of  different  ages  and 
nations.  How  intimately  he  had  once  been  conversant  with 
the  more  ornamental  branches  of  learning ;  in  particular,  with 
the  works  of  the  Boman,  Qreek,  French,  and  Italian  poets, 
appeared  sufficiently  from  the  hold  which  they  kept  of  his 
memory,  after  all  the  different  occupations  and  inquiries  in 
which  his  maturer  faculties  had  been  employed.^  In  the  Eng- 
lish language,  the  variety  of  poetical  passages  which  he  was 
not  only  accustomed  to  refer  to  occasionally,  but  which  he  was 
able  to  repeat  with  correctness,  appeared  surprising  even  to 
those  whose  attention  had  never  been  directed  to  more  im- 
portant acquisitions. 

After  a  residence  at  Oxford  of  seven  years,  he  returned  to 
Kirkaldy,  and  lived  two  years  with  his  mother,  engaged  in 
study,  but  without  any  fixed  plan  for  his  future  life.  He  had 
been  originally  destined  for  tiie  Church  of  England,  and  with 
that  view  had  been  sent  to  Oxford ;  but  not  finding  the  eccle- 
siastical profession  suitable  to  his  taste,  he  chose  to  consult, 
in  this  instance,  his  own  inclination,  in  preference  to  the 
wishes  of  his  friends ;  and  abandoning  at  once  all  the  schemes 
which  their  prudence  had  formed  for  him,  he  resolved  to  return 
to  his  own  countiy,  and  to  limit  his  ambition  to  the  uncertain 
prospect  of  obtaining,  in  time,  some  one  of  those  moderate 
preferments,  to  which  literary  attainments  lead  in  Scotland. 

In  the  year  1748,  he  fixed  his  residence  at  Edinburgh,  and 


1  The  anoommon  degree  in  which 
Mr.  Smith  retained  poueflsion,  even  to 
the  dose  of  his  life,  of  difierent  branches 
of  knowledge  which  he  had  long  ceased 
to  coltiyate,  has  often  been  remarked 
to  me  by  my  learned  colleague  and 
friend,  Mr.  Dakel,  Professor  of  Greek 


in  this  UniTersity. — ^Mr.  Dalzel  men- 
tioned particnlarly  the  readiness  and 
correctness  of  Mr.  Smith's  memory  on 
philological  subjects,  and  the  acnteness 
and  sldU  he  displayed  in  yariotD  oon- 
yersations  with  him  on  some  of  the 
mtniftMs  of  Greek  gnmmar. 
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during  that  and  the  following  years,  read  lectores  on  Bhetoric 
and  Belles-lettres,  under  the  patronage  of  Lord  Eames.  Aboat 
this  time,  too,  he  contracted  a  very  intimate  firiendship,  which 
continued  without  interruption  till  his  death,  with  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Wedderbum,  now  Lord  Loughborough,  and  with  Mr. 
William  Johnstone,  now  Mr.  Pultenej. 

At  what  particular  period  his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  David 
Hume  commenced,  does  not  appear  from  any  information  that 
I  have  received ;  but  from  some  papers,  now  in  the  possessian 
of  Mr.  Hume's  nephew,  and  which  he  has  been  so  obliging  as 
to  allow  me  to  peruse,  their  acquaintance  seems  to  have  grown 
into  friendship  before  the  year  1752.  It  was  a  friendship  on 
both  sides  founded  on  the  admiration  of  genius,  and  the  love 
of  simplicity ;  and,  which  forms  an  interesting  circumstance  in 
the  history  of  each  of  these  eminent  men,  from  the  ambition 
which  both  have  shown  to  record  it  to  posterity. 

In  1751,  he  was  elected  Professor  of  Logic  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow ;  and,  the  year  following,  he  was  removed  to  Hie 
Professorship  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  same  University, 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Craigie,  the  immediate  suc- 
cessor of  Dr.  Hutcheson.  In  this  situation  he  remained  thirteen 
years ;  a  period  he  used  frequently  to  look  back  to,  as  the  most 
useful  and  happy  of  his  life.  It  was  indeed  a  situation  in 
which  he  was  eminently  fitted  to  excel,  and  in  which  the  daily 
labours  of  his  profession  were  constantly  recalling  his  attention 
to  his  favourite  pursuits,  and  £Etmiliarizing  his  mind  to  those 
important  speculations  he  was  afterwards  to  communicate  to 
the  world.  In  this  view,  though  it  afforded,  in  the  meantime, 
but  a  veiy  narrow  scene  for  his  ambition,  it  was  probably 
instrumental,  in  no  inconsidemble  degree,  to  tiie  future  emi- 
nence of  his  literaiy  character. 

Of  Mr.  Smith's  lectures  while  a  Professor  at  Glasgow,  no 
part  has  been  preserved,  excepting  what  he  himself  published 
in  the  Theory  of  Moral  SenHmenta,  and  in  tiie  Wealth  of 
NoHona.  The  Society,  therefore,  I  am  penERiaded,  will  listen 
with  pleasure  to  the  following  short  account  of  them,  for  which 
I  am  indebted  to  a  gentieman  who  was  formerly  one  of  Mr. 
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Smith's  pupils,  and  who  continued  till  his  death  to  be  one  of 
his  most  intimate  and  valued  friends.^ 

^^In  the  Professorship  of  Logic,  to  which  Mr.  Smith  was 
appointed  on  his  first  introduction  into  this  University,  he 
soon  saw  the  necessity  of  departing  widely  from  the  plan  that 
had  been  followed  by  his  predecessors,  and  of  directing  the 
attention  of  his  pupils  to  studies  of  a  more  interesting  and 
useful  nature  than  the  Logic  and  Metaphysics  of  the  schools. 
Accordingly,  after  exhibiting  a  general  view  of  the  powers  of 
the  mind,  and  explaining  so  much  of  the  ancient  logic  as 
was  requisite,  to  gratify  curiosity  with  respect  to  an  artificial 
method  of  reasoning,  which  had  once  occupied  the  univereal 
attention  of  the  learned,  he  dedicated  all  the  rest  of  his  time 
to  the  delivery  of  a  system  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles-lettres.  The 
best  method  of  explaining  and  illustrating  the  various  powers 
of  the  human  mind,  the  most  useful  part  of  metaphysics,  arises 
from  an  examination  of  the  several  ways  of  communicating 
our  thoughts  by  speech,  and  from  an  attention  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  those  literary  compositions  which  contribute  to  per- 
suasion or  entertainment.  By  these  arts,  everything  that  we 
perceive  or  feel,  every  operation  of  our  minds,  is  expressed  and 
delineated  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  may  be  clearly  dis- 
tiuguished  and  remembered.  There  is,  at  the  same  time,  no 
branch  of  literature  more  suited  to  youth  at  their  first  entrance 
upon  philosophy  than  this,  which  lays  hold  of  their  taste  and 
their  feelings. 

'^  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  manuscript  containing 
Mr.  Smith's  lectures  on  this  subject  was  destroyed  before  his 
death.  The  first  part,  in  point  of  composition,  was  highly 
finished ;  and  the  whole  discovered  strong  marks  of  taste  and 
original  genius.  From  the  permission  given  to  students  of 
taking  notes,  many  observations  and  opinions  contained  in 
these  lectures  have  either  been  detailed  in  separate  disserta- 
tions, or  engrossed  in  general  collections,  which  have  dac^i 
been  given  to  the  public.  But  these,  as  might  be  expected, 
have  lost  the  air  of  originality  and  the  distinctive  character 

t  [Mr.  Millar,  the  late  celebrated  Professor  of  Law  in  the  Unirersity  of  Glasgow.] 
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which  they  receiTed  firom  their  first  author,  and  are  often 
obscured  by  that  multiplicity  of  commonplace  matter  in  which 
they  are  sunk  and  iuTolved. 

^^  About  a  year  after  his  appointment  to  the  Professorship  of 
Logic,  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  to  the  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy. 
His  course  of  lectures  on  this  subject  was  divided  into  four 
parts.  The  first  contained  Natural  Theology ;  in>  which  he 
considered  the  proofs  of  the  being  and  attributes  of  Gk>d,  and 
those  principles  of  the  human  mind  upon  which  religion  is 
founded.  The  second  comprehended  Ethics,  strictly  so  called, 
and  consisted  chiefiy  of  the  doctrines  which  he  afterwards 
published  in  his  Theory  of  Moral  Seniiments.  In  the  third 
part,  he  treated  at  more  length  of  that  branch  of  Morality 
which  relates  to  Justice^  and  which,  being  susceptible  of  precise 
and  accurate  rules,  is  for  that  reason  capable  of  a  full  and 
particular  explanation. 

^'  Upon  this  subject  he  followed  the  plan  that  seems  to  be 
suggested  by  Montesquieu ;  endeavouring  to  trace  the  gradual 
progress  of  jurisprudence,  both  public  and  private,  firom  the 
rudest  to  the  most  refined  ages,  and  to  point  out  the  effects 
of  those  arts  which  contribute  to  subsistence,  and  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  property,  in  producing  correspondent  improve- 
ments or  alterations  in  law  and  government  This  important 
branch  of  his  labours  he  also  intended  to  give  to  the  public ; 
but  this  intention,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  conclusion  of 
The  Theory  of  Moral  SefUiments^  he  did  not  live  to  fiilfil. 

'^  In  the  last  part  of  his  lectures,  he  examined  those  political 
rq^lations  which  are  founded,  not  upon  the  principle  o{  Justice^ 
but  that  of  eo^pediency,  and  which  are  calculated  to  increase  the 
riches,  the  power,  and  the  prosperity  of  a  State.  Under  this 
view,  he  considered  the  political  institutions  relating  to  com- 
merce, to  finances,  to  ecclesiastical  and  military  establish- 
ments. What  he  delivered  on  these  subjects  contained  the 
substance  of  the  work  he  afterwards  published  under  the 
title  of  An  Inquiry  into  the  Nalure  and  Oauaea  of  the  WeaUh 
of  Nations. 

^  There  was  no  situation  in  which  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Smith 
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appeared  to  greater  advantage  than  as  a  Professor.  In  deliver- 
ing his  lectoreSi  he  trusted  ahnost  entirely  to  extemporary 
elocution.  His  manner,  though  not  graceful,  was  plain  and 
unaffected ;  and,  as  he  seemed  to  be  always  interested  in  the 
subject^  he  never  failed  to  interest  his  hearers.  Each  discourse 
consisted  commonly  of  several  distinct  propositions,  which  he 
successively  endeavoured  to  prove  and  illustrate.  These  pro- 
positions, when  announced  in  general  terms,  had,  from  their 
extent^  not  unfrequently  something  of  the  air  of  a  paradox. 
In  his  attempts  to  explain  them,  he  often  appeared,  at  first, 
not  to  be  sufficiently  possessedof  the  subject,  and  spoke  with 
some  hesitation.  As  he  advanced,  however,  the  matter  seemed 
to  crowd  upon  him,  his  manner  became  warm  and  animated, 
and  his  expression  easy  and  fluent  In  points  susceptible  of 
controversy,  you  could  easily  discern,  that  he  secretly  conceived 
an  opposition  to  his  opinions,  and  that  he  was  led  upon  this 
account  to  support  them  with  greater  energy  and  vehemence. 
By  the  fulness  and  variety  of  his  illustrations,  the  subject 
gradually  swelled  in  lus  hands,  and  acquired  a  dimension 
which,  without  a  tedious  repetition  of  the  same  views^  was 
calculated  to  seize  the  attention  of  his  audience,  and  to  afford 
them  pleasure,  as  well  as  instruction,  in  following  the  same 
object,  through  all  the  diversity  of  shades  and  aspects  in  which 
it  was  presented,  and  afterwards  in  tracing  it  backwards  to 
that  original  proposition  or  general  truth  from  which  this 
beautiful  train  of  speculation  had  proceeded. 

^^  His  reputation  as  a  Professor  was  accordingly  raised  very 
high,  and  a  multitude  of  students  from  a  great  distance  resorted 
to  the  University,  merely  upon  his  account  Those  branches 
of  science  which  he  taught  became  fashionable  at  this  place, 
and  his  opinions  were  tiie  chief  topics  of  discussion  in  clubs 
and  literary  societies.  Even  the  small  peculiarities  in  his  pro- 
nunciation or  manner  of  speaking,  became  frequently  the 
objects  of  imitation.^ 

While  Mr.  Smith  was  thus  distinguishing  himself  by  his 
zeal  and  ability  as  a  public  teacher,  he  was  gradually  laying 
the  foundation  of  a  more  extensive  reputation,  by  preparing 
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for  the  press  his  systein  of  moralB.  The  first  edition  of  this 
work  appeared  in  1759,  under  the  title  of  The  Theory  of 
Moral  SenUments. 

Hitherto  Mr.  Smith  had  remained  unknown  to  the  world 
as  an  author ;  nor  have  I  heard  that  he  had  made  a  trial  of  his 
powers  in  any  anonymous  publications,  excepting  in  a  periodical 
work  called  The  Edinburgh  Beviewy  which  was  begun  in  the 
year  1755,  by  some  gentlemen  of  distinguished  abilities,  but 
which  they  were  prevented  by  other  engagements  from  carry- 
ing farther  than  the  two  firet  numbers.  To  this  work  Mr. 
Smith  contributed  a  review  of  Dr.  Johnson's  Dictionary  of  the 
English  Language,  and  also  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  editors, 
containing  some  general  observations  on  the  state  of  literature 
in  the  different  countries  of  Europe.  In  the  former  of  these 
papers,  he  points  out  seme  defects  in  Dr.  Johnson's  plan,  which 
he  censures  as  not  su£Sciently  grammatical  '^  The  different 
significations  of  a  word,"  he  observes,  '^  are  indeed  collected;  but 
they  are  seldom  digested  into  general  classes,  or  ranged  under  the 
meaning  which  the  word  principally  expresses :  and  sufficient 
care  is  not  taken  to  distinguish  the  words  apparentiy  synoDy- 
mous."  To  illustrate  this  criticism,  he  copies  from  Dr.  John- 
son the  articles  but  and  humour,  and  opposes  to  them  the 
same  articles  digested  agreeably  to  his  own  idea.  The  various 
significations  of  the  word  but  are  very  nicely  and  happily  dis- 
criminated. The  other  article  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
executed  with  equal  care. 

The  observations  on  the  state  of  learning  in  Europe  are 
written  with  ingenuity  and  elegance ;  but  are  chiefly  interest- 
ing, as  they  show  the  attention  which  the  Author  had  given  to 
the  philosophy  and  literature  of  the  Continent,  at  a  period  t 
when  they  were  not  much  studied  in  this  island. 

In  the  same  volume  with  The  Theory  of  Moral  SentimentSj 
Mr.  Smith  published  a  Dissertation  On  the  Origin  of  Lanr 
guagea,  and  on  the  different  Oeniua  of  those  which  are  original 
and  compounded.  The  remarks  I  have  to  offer  on  these  two 
disooursee^  I  shall,  for  the  sake  of  distinctness,  make  the  subjeci 
of  a  sepaxate  Seotion. 
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SECTION    II. 

OF  THE  THEOBT  OF  HOBAL  SENTDIKNTS,  AND  THE  DISSERTATION 

ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF  LANGUAGES. 

The  science  of  Ethics  has  been  divided  by  modem  writers 
into  two  parts ;  the  one  comprehending  the  theory  of  Morals, 
and  the  other  its  practical  doctrine&  The  questions  about 
which  the  former  is  employed,  are  chiefly  the  two  following. 
Firsty  By  whsA  principle  of  our  constitution  are  we  led  to  form 
the  notion  of  moral  distinctions; — whether  by  that  faculty 
which,  in  the  other  branches  of  human  knowledge,  perceives 
the  distinction  between  truth  and  falsehood ;  or  by  a  peculiar 
power  of  perception  (called  by  some  the  Moral  Sense)  which  is 
pleaaed  with  one  set  of  qualities,  and  displeased  with  another  ? 
Secondly,  What  is  the  proper  olffect  of  moral  approbation  ?  or, 
in  other  words,  What  is  the  common  quality  or  qualities 
belonging  to  all  the  different  modes  of  virtue  ?  Is  it  benevo- 
lence ;  or  a  rational  self-love ;  or  a  disposition  (resulting  from 
the  ascendant  of  Beason  over  Passion)  to  act  suitably  to  the 
different  relations  in  which  we  are  placed  ?  These  two  ques- 
tions seem  to  exhaust  the  whole  theory  of  Moral&  The  scope 
of  the  one  is  to  ascertain  the  origin  of  our  moral  ideas ;  that  of 
the  other,  to  refer  the  phenomena  of  xnoraL  perception  to  their 
most  mmplfl  and-general  Jans. 

The  practical  doctrines  of  morality  comprehend  all  those 
rules  of  conduct  which  profess  to  point  out  the  proper  ends  of 
human  pursuit,  and  the  most  effectual  means  of  attaining 
them;  to  which  we  may  add  all  those  literaiy  compositions, 
whatever  be  their  particular  form,  which  have  for  their  aim  to 
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fortify  and  animate  our  good  dispositions,  by  delineatioiiB  of 
the  beauty,  of  the  dignity,  or  of  the  utility  of  Virtue. 

I  shall  not  inquire  at  present  into  the  justness  of  this  division. 
I  shall  only  observe,  that  the  words  Theory  and  Practice  are 
not,  in  this  instance,  employed  in  their  usual  acceptations. 
The  theory  of  Morals  does  not  bear,  for  example,  the  same 
relation  to  the  practice  of  Monds,  that  the  theory  of  Geometiy 
bears  to  practical  Geometry.  In  this  last  science,  all  the  prac- 
tical rules  are  founded  on  theoretical  principles  previously 
established :  But  in  the  former  science,  the  practical  rules  are 
obvious  to  the  capacities  of  all  mankind ;  the  theoretical  prin- 
ciples form  one  of  the  most  difficult  subjects  of  discussion  that 
has  ever  exercised  the  ingenuity  of  metaphysicians. 

In  illustrating  the  doctrines  of  practical  morality,  (if  we 
make  allowance  for  some  unfortunate  prejudices  produced  or 
encouraged  by  violent  and  oppressive  systems  of  policy,)  the 
ancients  seem  to  have  availed  themselves  of  every  light  fur- 
rushed  by  nature  to  human  reason ;  and  indeed  those  writers 
who,  in  later  times,  have  treated  the  subject  with  the  greatest 
success,  are  they  who  have  followed  most  closely  the  footsteps 
of  the  Greek  and  the  Boman  philosophers.  The  theoretical 
question,  too,  concerning  the  essence  of  virtue,  or  the  proper 
o^ec^  of  moral  approbation,  was  a  £Eivourite  topic  of  discussion 
in  the  ancient  schools.  The  question  concerning  the  principle 
of  moral  approbation,  though  not  entirely  of  modem  origin, 
has  been  chiefly  agitated  since  the  writings  of  Dr.  Cudworth, 
in  opposition  to  those  of  Mr.  Hobbes ;  and  it  is  this  question 
accordingly,  (recommended  at  once  by  its  novelty  and  difficulty 
to  the  curiosity  of  speculative  men,)  that  has  produced  most  of 
the  theories  which  characterize  and  distinguish  from  each  other 
the  later  systems  of  moral  philosophy. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Cudworth,  and  also  of  Dr.  Clarke, 
that  moral  distinctions  are  perceived  by  that  power  of  the 
mind,  which  distinguishes  tru^  from  falsehood.  This  system 
it  was  one  great  object  of  Dr.  Hutcheson's  philosophy  to  refute, 
and  in  opposition  to  it^  to  show  that  the  words  Bight  and 
Wrong  express  certain  agreeable  and  disagreeable  qualities  in 
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actions,  which  it  is  not  the  province  of  reason  but  of  feeling  to 
perceive ;  and  to  that  power  of  perception  which  renders  ns 
susceptible  of  pleasure  or  of  pain  from  the  view  of  virtue  or  of 
vice,  he  gave  the  name  of  the  Moral  Sense.  His  reasonings 
upon  this  subject  are  in  the  main  acquiesced  in,  both  bv  Mr. 
Hume  and  Mr.  Smith ;  but  they  differ  from  him  in  one  im- 
portant particular, — ^Dr.  Hutcheson  plainly  supposing,  that 
the  Moral  Sense  is  a  simple  principle  of  our  constitution,  of 
which  no  account  can  be  given ;  whereas  the  other  two  philo- 
sophers have  both  attempted  to  analyze  it  into  other  principles 
more  general.  Their  systems,  however,  with  respect  to  it  are 
very  different  from  each  other.  According  to  Mr.  Hume,  all 
the  qualities  which  are  denominated  virtuous,  are  useful  either 
to  ourselves  or  to  others,  and  the  pleasure  which  we  derive 
from  the  view  of  them  is  the  pleasure  of  utility.  Mr.  Smith, 
without  rejecting  entirely  Mr.  Hume's  doctrine,  proposes  another 
of  his  own  far  more  comprehensive ;  a  doctrine  with  which  he 
thinks  all  the  most  celebrated  theories  of  morality  invented  by 
his  predecessors  coincide  in  part,  and  from  some  partial  view 
of  which  he  apprehends  that  they  have  all  proceeded. 

Of  this  very  ingenious  and  original  theory,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  give  a  short  abstract  To  those  who  are  familiarly  acquainted 
with  it  as  it  is  stated  by  its  author,  I  am  aware  that  the  attempt 
may  appear  superfluous ;  but  I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  not 
be  wholly  useless  to  such  as  have  not  been  much  conversant 
in  these  abstract  disquisitions,  by  presenting  to  them  the  leading 
principles  of  the  system  iu  one  connected  view,  without  those 
interruptions  of  the  attention  which  necessarily  arise  from  the 
author's  various  and  happy  illustrations,  and  from  the  many  elo- 
quent digressions  which  animate  and  adorn  his  composition. 

The  fundamental  principle  of  Mr.  Smith's  theory  is,  that  the 
primary  objects  of  our  moral  perceptions  are  the  actions  of 
other  men ;  and  that  our  moral  judgments  with  respect  to  our 
own  conduct  are  only  applications  to  ourselves  of  decisions 
which  we  have  already  passed  on  the  conduct  of  our  neighbour. 
His  work  accordingly  includes  two  distinct  inquiries,  which, 
although  sometimes  blended  together  in  the  execution  of  his 
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general  desigQ,  it  is  neoessaiy  for  the  reader  to  discrimiDate 
carefully  &om  each  other,  in  order  to  comprehend  all  the 
di£ferent  bearings  of  the  author^s  argument  The  aim  of  the 
former  inquiry  is,  to  explain  in  what  manner  we  learn  to  judge 
of  the  conduct  of  our  neighbour ;  that  of  the  latter,  to  show 
how,  by  applying  these  judgments  to  ourselves,  we  acquire  a 
aenae  of  duty^  and  a  feeling  of  its  paramount  authority  over  all 
our  other  principles  of  action. 

Our  moral  judgments,  both  with  respect  to  our  own  conduct 
and  that  of  others,  include  two  distinct  perceptions :  firstj  A 
perception  of  conduct  as  right  or  wrong;  and,  aecondlyj  A 
perception  of  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the  agent  To  that 
quality  of  conduct  which  moralists,  in  general,  express  by  the 
word  Bectitude,  Mr.  Smith  gives  the  name  of  Propriety ;  and 
he  begins  his  theoiy  with  inquiring  in  what  it  consists,  and  how 
we  are  led  to  form  the  idea  of  it  The  leading  principles  of  his 
doctrine  on  this  subject  are  comprehended  in  the  following 
propositions : — 

1.  It  is  from  our  own  experience  alone,  that  we  can  form 
any  idea  of  what  passes  in  the  mind  of  another  person  on  any 
particular  occasion ;  and  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  form 
this  idea,  is  by  supposing  ourselves  in  the  same  circumstances 
with  him,  and  conceiving  how  we  should  be  affected  if  we  were 
so  situated.  It  is  impossible  for  us,  however,  to  conceive  our- 
selves placed  in  any  situation,  whether  agreeable  or  otherwise, 
without  feeling  an  effect  of  the  same  kind  with  what  w&uld  be 
produced  by  the  situation  itself;  and  of  consequence  the  atten- 
tion we  give  at  any  time  to  the  circumstances  of  our  neigh- 
bour, must  affect  us  somewhat  in  the  same  manner,  although 
by  no  means  in  the  same  degree,  as  if  these  circumstances  were 
our  own. 

That  Ihis  imaginary  change  of  place  with  other  men,  is  the 
real  source  of  the  interest  we  take  in  their  fortunes,  Mr.  Smith 
attempts  to  prove  by  various  instanoea  ^^When  we  see  a 
stroke  aimed,  and  just  ready  to  fall  upon  the  leg  or  arm  of 
another  person,  we  naturally  shrink  and  draw  back  our  own 
leg  or  our  own  arm ;  and  when  it  does  £all,  we  fed  it  in  some 
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measure,  and  are  hurt  by  it  as  well  as  the  sufferer.  The  mob, 
when  they  are  gazing  at  a  dancer  on  the  slack-rope,  naturally 
writhe  and  twist  and  balance  their  own  bodies,  as  they  see  him 
do,  and  as  they  feel  that  they  themselves  must  do  if  in  his 
situation."*  The  same  thing  takes  place,  according  to  Mr. 
Smith,  in  every  case  in  which  our  attention  is  turned  to  the 
condition  of  our  neighbour.  '^Whatever  is  the  passion  which 
arises  from  any  object  in  the  person  principaUy  concerned,  an 
analogous  emotion  springs  up,  at  the  thought  of  his  situation, 
in  the  breast  of  every  attentive  spectator. ....  In  every  passion 
of  which  the  mind  of  man  is  susceptible,  the  emotions  of  the 
bystander  always  correspond  to  what,  by  bringing  the  case 
home  to  himself,  he  imagines  should  be  the  sentiments  of  the 

Bufferer.'^t 
To  this  principle  of  our  nature  which  leads  us  to  enter  into 

the  situations  of  other  men,  and  to  partake  with  them  in  the 

passions  which  these  situations  have  a  tendency  to  excite,  Mr. 

Smith  gives  the  name  of  Sympathy  or  FeULovyftding^  which  two 

words  he  employs  as  synonymous.    Upon  some  occasions  he 

acknowledges,  that  sympathy  arises  merely  from  the  view  of  a 

certain  emotion  in  another  person ;  but  in  general  it  arises,  not 

so  much  from  the  view  of  the  emotion,  as  from  that  of  the 

situation  which  excites  it 

2.  A  sympathy  or  fellow-feeling  between  different  persons  is 
always  agreeable  to  both.  When  I  am  in  a  situation  which 
excites  any  passion,  it  is  pleasant  to  me  to  know,  that  the 
spectators  of  my  eituation  enter  with  me  into  all  its  various 
circumstances,  and  are  affected  with  them  in  the  same  manner 
as  I  am  myself  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  pleasant  to  the  spec- 
tator to  observe  this  correspondence  of  his  emotions  with  mine. 

3.  When  the  spectator  of  another  man's  situation,  upon 
bringing  home  to  himself  all  its  various  circumstances,  feels 
himself  affected  in  the  same  manner  with  the  person  prin- 
cipally concerned,  he  approves  of  the  affection  or  passion  of 
this  person  as  just  and  proper,  and  suitable  to  its  object.     The 

*  \MarQl  SentimentSf  Part  I.  eect.  i.  chap.  1 ;  sixth  and  later  editions.] 
t  Pbid.] 
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exoeptioDf  which  occur  to  thk  obaoratioa  are,  aooordiiig  to 
Mr*  Bmithf  oolj  apparent  ^  A  atiaiiger,  for  ezampky  passes 
bf  us  in  the  street  with  all  the  mariLS  of  the  deepest  affliction: 
and  we  are  immediately  told,  that  he  has  just  receiTed  the 
news  of  the  death  of  his  father.  It  is  impossible  that,  in  this 
case,  we  should  not  approve  of  his  gridT;  yet  it  may  often 
happen,  without  any  defect  of  humanity  on  our  part>  that,  so 
&r  from  entering  into  the  violence  of  his  sorrow,  we  should 
scarce  conceive  the  first  movements  of  concern  upon  his  account 
We  have  learned,  however,  from  experience,  that  such  a  mis- 
fortune naturally  excites  such  a  degree  of  sorrow;  and  we 
know,  that  if  we  took  time  to  examine  his  situation  fully,  and 
in  all  its  parts,  we  should,  without  doubt,  most  sincerely  sym- 
pathize with  him.  It  is  upon  the  consciousness  of  this  condi- 
tional sympathy  that  our  approbation  of  his  sorrow  is  founded, 
even  in  those  cases  in  which  that  sympathy  does  not  actually 
take  place ;  and  the  general  rules  derived  from  our  preceding 
experience  of  what  our  sentiments  would  commonly  correspond 
with,  correct  upon  this,  as  upon  many  other  occasions,  the 
impropriety  of  our  present  emotions."* 

By  the  Proprieiy  therefore  of  any  affection  or  passion  exhi- 
bited by  another  person,  is  to  be  understood  its  suitableness  to 
the  object  which  excites  it  Of  this  suitableness  I  can  judge 
only  from  the  ^coincidence  of  the  affection  with  that  wUch  I 
feel,  when  I  conceive  myself  in  the  same  circumstances ;  and 
the  perception  of  this  coincidence  is  the  foundation  of  the 
sentiment  of  Moral  Approbaiion. 

4  Although,  when  we  attend  to  the  atuation  of  another 
person,  and  conceive  ourselves  to  be  placed  in  his  circum- 
stances, an  emotion  of  the  same  kind  with  that  which  he  feels 
naturally  arises  in  our  own  mind,  yet  this  sympathetic  emotion 
bears  but  a  very  small  proportion,  in  point  of  degree,  to  what 
is  felt  by  the  person  principally  concerned  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  obtain  the  pleasure  of  mutual  sympathy,  nature  teaches 
the  spectator  to  strive,  as  much  as  he  can,  to  raiae  his  emotion 
to  a  level  with  that  which  the  object  would  really  produce: 

*  [Ilud.  Fttt  L  Mct  i.  obftp.  8 ;  lUtli  and  later  oditioiiB.] 
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and,  on  the  other  hand,  she  teaches  the  person  whose  passion 
this  object  has  excited,  to  bring  it  dovm^  as  much  as  he  can, 
to  a  level  with  that  of  the  spectator. 

5.  Upon  these  two  different  efforts  are  founded  two  different 
sets  of  virtues.  Upon  the  effort  of  the  spectator  to  enter  into 
the  situation  of  the  person  principally  concerned,  and  to  raise 
his  sympathetic  emotions  to  a  level  with  the  emotions  of  the 
actor,  are  founded  the  gentle,  the  amiable  virtues ;  the  virtues 
of  candid  condescension  and  indulgent  humanity.  Upon  the 
effort  of  the  person  principally  concerned  to  lower  his  own 
emotions,  so  as  to  correspond  as  nearly  as  possible  with  those 
of  the  spectator,  are  founded  the  great,  the  awful,  and  respect- 
able virtues ;  the  virtues  of  self-denial,  of  self-government,  of 
that  conmiand  of  the  passions,  which  subjects  all  the  move- 
ments of  our  nature  to  what  our  own  dignity  and  honour,  and 
the  propriety  of  our  own  conduct,  require. 

As  a  farther  illustration  of  the  foregoing  doctrine,  Mr.  Smith 
considers  particularly  the  degrees  of  the  different  passions 
which  are  consistent  with  propriety,  and  endeavours  to  show, 
that,  in  every  case,  it  is  decent  or  indecent  to  express  a  passion 
strongly,  according  as  mankind  are  disposed,  or  not  disposed,  to 
sympathize  with  it  It  is  unbecoming,  for  example,  to  express 
strongly  any  of  those  passions  which  arise  from  a  certain  con- 
dition of  the  body;  because  other  men,  who  are  not  in  the 
same  condition,  cannot  be  expected  to  sympathize  with  them. 
It  is  unbecoming  to  cry  out  with  bodily  pain;  because  the 
sympathy  felt  by  the  spectator  bears  no  proportion  to  the  acute- 
ness  of  what  is  felt  by  the  sufferer.  The  case  is  somewhat 
similar  with  those  passions  which  take  their  origin  from  a 
particular  turn  or  habit  of  the  imagination. 

In  the  case  of  the  unsocial  passions  of  hatred  and  resent- 
ment^ the  sympathy  of  the  spectator  is  divided  between  the 
person  who  feels  the  passion,  and  the  person  who  is  the  object 
of  it  ''We  are  concerned  for  both,  and  our  fear  for  what 
the  one  may  suffer  damps  our  resentment  for  what  the  other 
has  suffered.''^    Hence  the  imperfect  degree  in  which  we  sym- 

*  [Ibid.  Part  I.  sect.  ii.  cbap.  3 ;  sixth  and  later  editions.] 
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patliize  with  such  passions ;  and  the  proprietj,  when  we  are  nnder 
their  influence,  of  moderating  their  expression  to  a  much  greater 
degree  than  is  required  in  the  case  of  any  other  emotions. 

The  reverse  of  this  takes  place  with  req)ect  to  all  the  social 
and  benevolent  affections.  The  sympathy  of  the  spectator  with 
the  person  who  feels  them,  coincides  wiUi  his  concern  for  the 
person  who  is  the  object  of  them.  It  is  this  redoubled  sym* 
pathy  which  renders  these  affections  so  peculiarly  becoming 
and  agreeable. 

The  selfish  emotions  of  grief  and  joy,  when  they  are  con- 
ceived on  account  of  our  own  private  good  or  bad  fortune,  hold 
a  sort  of  middle  place  between  our  social  and  our  unsocial 
passions.  They  are  never  so  graceful  as  the  one  set,  nor  so 
odious  as  the  other.  Even  when  excessive,  they  are  never  so 
disagreeable  as  excessive  resentment ;  because  no  opposite  sym* 
pathy  can  ever  interest  us  against  them :  and  when  most  suit- 
able to  their  objects,  they  are  never  so  agreeable  as  impartial 
humanity  and  just  benevolence ;  because  no  double  sympathy 
can  ever  interest  us  for  them. 

After  these  general  speculations  concerning  the  propriety  of 
actions,  Mr.  Smith  examines  how  &t  the  judgments  of  man- 
kind concerning  it  are  liable  to  be  influenced,  in  particular 
cases,  by  the  prosperous  or  the  adverse  circumstances  of  the 
agent.  The  scope  of  his  reasoning  on  this  subject  is  directed 
to  show,  (in  opposition  to  the  common  opinion,)  that  when 
there  is  no  envy  in  the  case,  our  propensity  to  sympathize  with 
joy  is  much  stronger  than  our  propensity  to  sympathize  with 
sorrow :  and,  of  consequence,  that  it  is  more  easy  to  obtain  the 
approbation  of  mankind  in  prosperity  than  in  adversity.  From 
the  same  principle  he  traces  the  origin  of  ambition,  or  of  the 
desire  of  rank  and  pre-eminence ;  the  great  object  of  which 
passion  is,  to  attain  that  situation  which  sets  a  man  most  in  the 
view  of  general  sympathy  and  attention,  and  gives  him  an  easy 
empire  over  the  affections  of  others. 

Having  finished  the  analysis  of  our  sense  of  Propriety  and  of 
Impropriety,  Mr.  Smith  proceeds  to  consider  our  sense  of  Merit 
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and  Demerit ;  which  he  thinks  has  also  a  reference,  in  the  first 
instance,  not  to  our  own  characters^  but  to  the  characters  of 
our  neighbours.  In  explaining  the  origin  of  this  part  of 
our  moral  constitution,  he  avails  himself  of  the  same  principle 
of  sympathy,  into  which  he  resolves  the  sentiment  of  moral 
approbation. 

The  words  propriety  and  impropridy^  when  applied  to  an 
affection  of  the  mind,  are  used  in  this  theory  (as  has  been 
already  observed)  to  express  the  suitableness  or  unsuitablenees 
of  the  affection  to  its  exciting  cause.  The  words  merit  bsA 
demerit  have  always  a  reference  (according  to  Mr.  Smith)  to 
the  effect  which  the  affection  tends  to  produce.  When  the 
tendency  of  an  affection  is  beneficial,  the  agent  appears  to  us  a 
proper  object  of  reward ;  when  it  is  hurtfid,  he  appears  the 
proper  object  of  punishment 

The  principles  in  our  nature  which  most  directly  prompt  us 
to  reward  and  to  punish,  are  gratitude  and  resentment  To 
say  of  a  person,  therefore,  that  he  is  deserving  of  reward  or  of 
punishment,  is  to  say,  in  other  words,  that  he  Lb  a  proper  object 
of  gratitude  or  of  resentment ;  or,  which  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  that  he  is  to  some  person  or  persons  the  object  of  a 
gratitude  or  of  a  resentment,  which  every  reasonable  man  is 
ready  to  adopt  and  sympathize  witL 

It  is,  however,  very  necessary  to  observe,  that  we  do  not 
thoroughly  sympathize  with  the  gratitude  of  one  man  towards 
another,  merely  because  this  other  has  been  the  cause  of  his 
good  fortune,  unless  he  has  been  the  cause  of  it  fix>m  motives 
which  we  entirely  go  along  witL  Our  sense,  therefore,  of  the 
good  desert  of  an  action,  is  a  compounded  sentiment,  made  up 
of  an  indirect  sympathy  with  the  person  to  whom  the  action  is 
beneficial,  and  of  a  direct  sympathy  with  the  affections  and 
motives  of  the  agent — The  same  remark  applies,  mutalia 
mutandis,  to  our  sense  of  demerit,  or  of  ill-desert 

From  these  principles,  it  is  inferred,  that  the  only  actions 
which  appear  to  us  deserving  of  reward,  are  actions  of  a  bene- 
ficial tendency,  proceeding  from  proper  motives;  the  only 
actions  which  seem  to  deserve  punishment,  are  actions  of  a 
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hurtful  tendency,  proceeding  from  improper  motives.  A  mere 
want  of  beneficence  exposes  to  no  punishment;  because  the 
mere  want  of  beneficence  tends  to  do  no  real  positive  evil  A 
man,  on  the  other  hand,  who  is  barely  innocent,  and  contents 
himself  with  observing  strictly  the  laws  of  justice  with  respect 
to  others,  can  merit  only,  that  his  neighbours,  in  their  turn, 
should  observe  religiously  the  same  laws  with  respect  to  him. 

These  observations  leeui  Mr.  Smith  to  anticipate  a  littie  the 
subject  of  the  second  great  division  of  his  work,  by  a  short 
inquiry  into  the  origin  of  our  sense  of  justice,  cu  applicable  to 
our  own  conduct ;  and  also  of  our  sentiments  of  remorse,  and 
of  good  desert 

The  origin  of  our  sense  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  all  our  other 
moral  sentiments,  he  accounts  for  by  means  of  the  principle  of 
sympathy.  When  I  attend  only  to  the  feelings  of  my  own 
breast,  my  own  happiness  appears  to  me  of  far  greater  conse- 
quence than  of  all  the  world  besides.  But  I  am  conscious, 
that,  in  this  excessive  preference,  other  men  cannot  possibly 
sympathize  with  me,  and  that  to  them  I  appear  only  one  of  the 
crowd,  in  whom  they  are  no  more  interested  tiian  in  any  other 
individual  If  I  wish,  therefore,  to  secure  their  sympathy  and 
approbation,  (which,  according  to  Mr.  Smith,  are  the  objects  of 
the  strongest  desire  of  my  nature,)  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
regard  my  happiness,  not  in  that  light  in  which  it  appears  to 
myself,  but  in  that  light  in  which  it  appears  to  mankind  in 
general  If  an  unprovoked  injury  is  offered  to  me,  I  know 
that  society  will  sympathize  with  my  resentment;  but  if  I 
injure  the  interests  of  another,  who  never  injured  me,  merely 
because  they  stand  in  the  way  of  my  own,  I  perceive  evidentiy, 
that  society  will  sympathize  with  his  resentment,  and  that  I 
shall  become  the  object  of  general  indignation. 

When  upon  any  occasion  I  am  led  by  the  violence  of 
passion  to  overlook  these  considerations,  and,  in  the  case  of  a 
competition  of  interests,  to  act  according  to  my  own  feelings 
and  not  according  to  those  of  impartial  spectators,  I  never  fail 
to  incur  the  punishment  of  remorse.  When  my  passion  is 
gratified,  and  I  begin  to  reflect  coolly  on  my  conduct,  I  can  no 


OF  ADAM  SMITH,  LL.D.  25 

longer  enter  into  the  motives  from  which  it  proceeded;  it 
appears  as  improper  to  me  as  to  the  rest  of  the  world;  I 
Ifunent  the  effects  it  has  produced ;  I  pity  the  mihappj  sufferer 
whom  I  have  injured ;  and  I  feel  myself  a  just  object  of  indig- 
nation to  mankind.  ^^  Such,"  says  Mr.  Smith,  ^  is  the  nature 
of  that  sentiment  which  is  properly  called  remorse.  It  is  made 
up  of  shame  from  the  sense  of  the  impropriety  of  past  conduct ; 
of  grief  for  the  effects  of  it ;  of  pity  for  those  who  suffer  by  it ; 
and  of  the  dread  and  terror  of  punishment  from  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  justly  provoked  resentment  of  all  rational 
creatures.** 

The  opposite  behaviour  of  him  who,  from  proper  motives, 
has  performed  a  generous  action,  inspires,  in  a  similar  man- 
ner, the  opposite  sentiment  of  conscious  merit,  or  of  deserved 
reward. 

The  foregoing  observations  contain  a  general  summary  of 
Mr.  Smith's  principles  with  respect  to  the  origin  of  our  moral 
sentiments,  in  so  far  at  least  as  they  relate  to  the  conduct  of 
others.  He  acknowledges,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  senti- 
ments of  which  we  are  conscious,  on  particular  occasions,  do 
not  always  coincide  with  these  principles ;  and  that  they  are 
frequently  modified  by  other  considerations,  very  different  from 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  affections  of  the  agent^  and 
also  from  the  beneficial  or  hurtful  tendency  of  these  affections. 
The  good  or  the  bad  consequences  which  accidentally  follow 
from  an  action,  and  which,  as  they  do  not  depend  on  the  agent, 
ought  undoubtedly,  in  point  of  justice,  to  have  no  infiuence  on 
our  opinion,  either  of  the  propriety  or  the  merit  of  his  conduct, 
scarcely  ever  fail  to  infiuence  considerably  our  judgment  with 
respect  to  both ;  by  leading  us  to  form  a  good  or  a  bad  opinion 
of  the  prudence  with  which  the  action  was  performed,  and  by 
animating  our  sense  of  the  merit  or  demerit  of  his  design. 
These  facts,  however,  do  not  furnish  any  objections  which  are 
peculiarly  applicable  to  Mr.  Smith's  theory;  for  whatever 
hypothesis  we  may  adopt  with  respect  to  the  origin  of  our 
moral  perceptions,  all  men  must  acknowledge,  that,  in  so  far  as 

*  [Moral  Sentimenti,  Part  II.  sect  ii.  chap.  2 ;  nxth  and  later  editions.] 
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the  prosperous  or  the  UBprosperoas  event  of  an  action  depends 
on  fortune  or  on  accident^  it  ought  neither  to  increase  nor  to 
diminiflh  our  moral  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the  agent 
And  aocordinglj  it  has,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  been  the  com- 
plaint of  moralists,  that  the  actual  sentiments  of  mankind 
should  so  often  be  in  opposition  to  this  equitable  and  indis- 
putable maxim.  In  examining,  therefore,  this  irregularity  of 
our  moral  sentiments,  Mr.  Smith  is  to  be  considered,  not  as 
obviating  an  objection  peculiar  to  his  own  system,  but  as 
removing  a  difficulty  which  is  equally  connected  with  eveiy 
theory  on  the  subject  which  has  ever  been  proposed.  So  fiu: 
as  I  know,  he  is  the  first  philosopher  who  has  been  fully  aware 
of  the  importance  of  the  difficulty,  and  he  has  indeed  treated 
it  with  great  ability  and  suooess.  The  explanation  which  he 
gives  of  it  is  not  warped  in  the  least  by  any  peculiarity  in  lus 
own  scheme ;  and,  I  must  own,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most 
solid  and  valuable  improvement  he  has  made  in  this  branch  of 
science.  It  is  impossible  to  give  any  abstract  of  it  in  a  sketch 
of  this  kind;  and,  therefore,  I  must  content  myself  with 
remarking,  that  it  consists  of  three  parts.  The  first  explains 
the  causes  of  this  irregularity  of  sentiment ;  the  second,  the 
extent  of  its  infiuence ;  and  the  third,  the  important  purposes 
to  wMch  it  is  subservient  His  remarks  on  the  last  of  these 
heads  are  more  particularly  ingenious  and  pleasing ;  as  their 
object  is  to  show,  in  opposition  to  what  we  should  be  dis- 
posed at  first  to  apprehend,  that  when  nature  implanted  the 
seeds  of  this  irregularity  in  the  human  breast,  her  leading 
intention  was,  to  promote. the  happiness  and  perfection  of  the 
spedes. 

The  remaining  part  of  Mr.  Smith's  theory  is  employed  in 
showing,  in  what  manner  €ur  aenae  of  duty  comes  to  be 
formed,  in  consequence  of  an  application  to  ourselves  of  the 
judgments  we  have  previously  passed  on  the  conduct  of  other& 

In  entering  upon  this  inquiry,  which  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  important  in  the  work,  and  for  which  the  foregoing 
speculations  are,  according  to  Mr.  Smith's  theory,  a  necessary 
preparation,  he  begins  with  stating  the  fad  concerning  our  con- 


OF  ADAM  SMITH,  LL.O.  27 

sciousnesB  of  merited  praise  or  blame ;  and  it  must  be  owned, 
that  the  first  aspect  of  the  fact,  as  he  himself  states  it^  appears 
not  very  favourable  to  his  principles.  That  the  great  object  of 
a  wise  and  virtuous  man  is  not  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
obtain  the  actual  approbation  of  those  around  him,  but  to  act 
so  as  to  render  himself  the  just  and  proper  object  of  their 
approbation,  and  that  his  satisfaction  with  his  own  conduct 
depends  much  more  on  the  consciouRuess  of  deserving  this 
approbation,  than  from  that  of  really  enjoying  it,  he  candidly 
acknowledges ;  but  still  he  insists,  that  although  this  may  seem, 
at  first  view,  to  intimate  the  existence  of  some  moral  faculty 
which  is  not  borrowed  from  without,  our  moral  sentiments 
have  always  some  secret  reference,  either  to  what  are,  or  to 
what  upon  a  certain  condition  would  be,  or  to  what  we  imagine 
ought  to  be,  the  sentiments  of  others ;  and  that  if  it  were 
possible,  that  a  human  creature  could  grow  up  to  manhood 
without  any  communication  with  lus  own  species,  he  could  no 
more  think  of  his  own  character,  or  of  the  propriety  or  demerit 
of  his  own  sentiments  and  conduct,  than  of  the  beauty  or 
deformity  of  his  own  &oe.  There  is  indeed  a  tribunal  within 
the  breast,  which  is  the  supreme  arbiter  of  all  our  actions,  and 
which  often  mortifies  us  amidst  the  applause,  and  supports  us 
under  the  censure  of  the  world ;  yet  still,  he  contends,  that  if 
we  inquire  into  the  origin  of  its  institution,  we  shall  find  that 
its  jurisdiction  is,  in  a  great  measure,  derived  from  the  autho- 
rity of  that  very  tribunal  whose  decisions  it  so  often  and  so 
justly  reverses. 

When  we  first  come  into  the  world,  we,  for  some  time,  fondly 
pursue  the  impossible  project  of  gaining  the  good-will  and 
approbation  of  everybody.  We  soon,  however,  find,  that  this 
universal  approbation  is  unattainable  ;  that  the  most  equitable 
conduct  must  frequently  thwart  the  interests  or  the  inclinations 
of  particular  pei'sons,  who  will  seldom  have  candour  enough  to 
enter  into  the  propriety  of  our  motives,  or  to  see  that  this  con- 
duct, how  disagreeable  soever  to  them,  is  perfectly  suitable  to 
our  situation.  In  order  to  defend  ourselves  from  such  partial 
judgments,  we  soon  learn  to  set  up  in  our  own  minds,  a  judge 
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between  ourselves  and  those  we  live  with.  We  conceive  our- 
selves as  acting  in  the  presence  of  a  person,  who  has  no  par- 
ticular relation,  either  to  ourselves,  or  to  those  whose  interests 
are  affected  by  our  conduct ;  and  we  study  to  act  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  this  supposed  im- 
partial spectator.  It  is  only  by  consulting  him  that  we 
can  see  whatever  relates  to  ourselves  in  its  proper  shape  and 
dimensions. 

There  are  two  different  occasions,  on  whidi  we  examine  our 
own  conduct,  and  endeavour  to  view  it  in  the  light  in  which 
the  impartial  spectator  would  view  it  First,  when  we  are 
about  to  act;  and,  secondly,  after  we  have  acted.  In  both 
cases,  our  views  are  very  apt  to  be  partial. 

When  we  are  about  to  act,  the  eagerness  of  passion  seldom 
allows  us  to  consider  what  we  are  doing  with  the  candour  of  an 
indifferent  person.  When  the  action  is  over,  and  the  passions 
which  prompted  it  have  subsided,  although  we  can  undoubtedly 
enter  into  the  sentiments  of  the  indifferent  spectator  much 
more  coolly  than  before,  yet  it  is  so  disagreeable  to  us  to  think 
ill  of  ourselves,  that  we  often  purposely  turn  away  our  view 
from  those  circumstances  which  might  render  our  judgment 
unfavourable.  Hence  that  self-deceit  which  is  the  source  of 
half  the  disorders  of  human  life. 

In  order  to  guard  ourselves  against  its  delusions,  nature 
leads  us  to  form  insensibly,  by  our  continual  observations  upon 
the  conduct  of  others,  certain  general  rules  concerning  what  is 
fit  and  proper  either  to  be  done  or  avoided.  Some  of  their 
actions  shodc  all  our  natural  sentiments ;  and  when  we  observe 
other  people  affected  in  the  same  manner  with  ourselves,  we 
are  confirmed  in  the  belief,  that  our  disapprobation  was  just 
We  naturally,  therefore,  lay  it  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  all 
such  actions  are  to  be  avoided,  as  tending  to  render  us  odious, 
contemptible,  or  punishable;  and  we  endeavour,  by  habitual 
refiection,  to  fix  this  general  rule  in  our  minds,  in  order  to 
correct  the  misrepresentations  of  self-love,  if  we  should  ever  be 
called  on  to  act  in  similar  circumstances.  The  man  of  furious 
resentment,  if  he  were  to  listen  to  the  dictates  of  that  passion, 
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would  perhaps  regard  the  death  of  his  enemy  as  but  a  small 
compensation  for  a  trifling  wrong.  Bat  his  observations  on 
the  conduct  of  others  have  taught  him  how  horrible  such 
sanguinary  revenges  are ;  and  he  has  impressed  it  on  his  mind 
as  an  invariable  rule,  to  abstain  from  them  upon  all  occasions. 
This  rule  preserves  its  authority  with  him,  checks  the  impe- 
tuosity of  his  passion,  and  corrects  the  partial  views  which  self- 
love  suggests;  although,  if  this  had  been  the  first  time  in 
which  he  considered  such  an  action,  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  determined  it  to  be  just  and  proper,  and  what  every 
impartial  spectator  would  approve  of  A  regard  to  such 
general  rules  of  morality,  constitutes,  according  to  Mr.  Smith, 
what  is  properly  called  ihe  sense  of  duty. 

I  before  hinted,  that  Mr.  Smith  does  not  reject  entirely  firom 
his  system  that  principle  of  utility ^  of  which  the  perception  in 
any  action  or  character  constitutes,  according  to  Mr.  Hume, 
the  sentiment  of  moral  approbation.  That  no  qualities  of  the 
mind  are  approved  of  as  virtues,  but  such  as  are  useful  or 
agreeable,  either  to  the  person  himself  or  to  others,  he  admits 
to  be  a  proposition  that  holds  universaUy ;  and  he  also  admits, 
that  the  sentiment  of  approbation  with  which  we  regard  virtue, 
is  enlivened  by  the  perception  of  this  utility,  or,  as  he  explains 
the  fact,  it  is  enlivened  by  our  sympathy  with  the  happiness  of 
those  to  whom  the  utility  extends :  but  still  he  insists,  that  it 
is  not  the  view  of  this  utility  which  is  either  the  first  or 
principal  source  of  moral  approbation. 

To  sum  up  the  whole  of  his  doctrine  in  a  few  words. — 
^  When  we  approve  of  any  character  or  action,  the  sentiments 
which  we  feel  are  derived  from  four  different  sources.  First, 
we  sympathize  with  the  motives  of  the  agent ;  secondly,  we 
enter  into  the  gratitude  of  those  who  receive  the  benefit  of  his 
actions ;  thirdly,  we  observe  that  his  conduct  has  been  agree- 
able to  the  general  rules  by  which  those  two  sympathies  gene- 
rally act ;  and,  lastly,  when  we  consider  such  actions  as  making 
a  part  of  a  system  of  behaviour  which  tends  to  promote  the 
happiness  either  of  the  individual  or  of  society,  they  appear  to 
derive  a  beauty  from  this  utility,  not  unlike  that  which  we 
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ascribe  to  any  well-contrived  machine.''  These  different  senti- 
xnents,  he  thinks,  exhaust  completelj,  in  every  instance  that 
can  be  supposed,  the  compounded  sentiment  of  moral  appro- 
bation. ''After  deducting,''  says  he,  ''in  any  one  particular 
case,  all  that  must  be  acknowledged  to  proceed  from  some  one 
or  other  of  these  four  principles,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  remains;  and  I  shall  freely  allow  this  overplus  to  be 
ascribed  to  a  moral  sense,  or  to  any  other  peculiar  faculty,  pro- 
vided anybody  will  ascertain  precisely  what  this  overplus  is."* 

Mr.  Smith's  opinion  concerning  the  nature  of  Virtue  is  in- 
volved in  his  theory  concerning  the  principle  of  Moral  Appro- 
bation. The  idea  of  virtue,  he  thinks,  always  implies  the  idea 
of  propriety,  or  of  the  suitableness  of  the  affection  to  the  object 
which  excites  it ;  which  suitableness,  according  to  him,  can  be 
determined  in  no  other  way  than  by  the  sympathy  of  impartial 
spectators  with  the  motives  of  the  agent  But  still  he  ap- 
prehends, that  this  description  of  virtue  is  incomplete;  for 
although  in  eveiy  virtuous  action  propriety  is  an  essential 
ingredient,  it  is  not  always  the  sole  ingredient  Beneficent 
actions  have  in  them  another  quality,  by  whidi  they  appear, 
not  only  to  deserve  approbation,  but  recompense  and  excite  a 
superior  degree  of  esteem,  arising  from  a  double  sympathy  with 
the  motives  of  the  agent,  and  the  gratitude  of  those  who  are  the 
objects  of  his  affection.  In  this  respect,  beneficence  appears  to 
him  to  be  distinguished  from  the  inferior  virtues  of  prudence, 
vigilance,  circumspection,  temperance,  constancy,  fimmess,  which 
are  always  regarded  with  approbation,  but  which  confer  no 
merit  This  distinction,  he  apprehends,  has  not  been  suf- 
ficiently attended  to  by  moralists;  the  principles  of  some 
affording  no  explanation  of  the  approbation  we  bestow  on  the 
inferior  virtues ;  and  those  of  others  accounting  as  imperfectiy 
for  the  peculiar  excellency  which  the  supreme  virtue  of  bene- 
ficence is  acknowledged  to  possess.^ 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  Mr.  Smith's  Theory  of  Moral  Senti- 
merUSy  a  work  which,  whatever  opinion  we  may  entertain  of 

•  [Moral  SeniimentSt  Part  VII.  sect  iii.  cbap.  3 ;  sizth  and  later  edituma.] 
^  See  Note  C. 
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the  justness  of  its  conclosions,  must  be  allowed  by  all  to  be  a 
singular  effort  of  invention,  ingenuity,  and  subtilty.  For  my 
own  part,  I  must  confess,  that  it  does  not  coincide  with  my 
notions  concerning  the  foundation  of  Morals ;  but  I  am  con- 
vinced, at  the  same  time,  that  it  contains  a  large  mixture  of 
important  truth,  and  that,  although  the  author  has  sometimes 
been  misled  by  too  great  a  desire  of  generalizing  his  principles, 
he  has  had  the  merit  of  directing  the  attention  of  philosophers 
to  a  view  of  human  nature,  which  had  formerly  in  a  great  mea- 
sure escaped  their  notice.  Of  the  great  proportion  of  just 
and  sound  reasoning  which  the  theory  involves,  its  striking 
plausibility  is  a  sufiScient  proof ;  for  as  the  author  himself  has 
remarked,  no  system  in  morals  can  well  gain  our  assent,  if  it 
does  not  border,  in  some  respects,  upon  the  truth.  ^^  A  system 
of  natural  phUosophy,"  he  observes,  ^  may  appear  very  plau- 
sible, and  be  for  a  long  time  very  generally  received  in  the 
world,  and  yet  have  no  foundation  in  nature ;  but  the  author 
who  should  assign  as  the  cause  of  any  natural  sentiment,  some 
principle  which  neither  had  any  connexion  with  it,  nor  resem- 
bled any  other  principle  which  had  some  connexion,  would 
appear  absurd  and  ridiculous  to  the  most  injudicious  and  inex- 
perienced reader.''*  The  merit,  however,  of  Mr.  Smith's  per- 
formance, does  not  rest  here.  No  work,  undoubtedly,  can  be 
mentioned,  ancient  or  modem,  which  exhibits  so  complete  a 
view  of  those  facts  with  respect  to  our  moral  perceptions,  which 
it  is  one  great  object  of  this  branch  of  science  to  refer  to  their 
general  laws,  and  upon  this  account,  it  well  deserves  the  careful 
study  of  all  whose  taste  leads  them  to  prosecute  similar  in- 
quiries. These  facts  are  indeed  frequently  expressed  in  a 
language  which  involves  the  author's  peculiar  theories:  but 
they  are  always  presented  in  the  most  happy  and  beautiful 
lights,  and  it  is  easy  for  an  attentive  reader,  by  stripping  them 
of  hypothetical  terms,  to  state  them  to  himself  with  that  logical 
precision,  which,  in  such  very  difficult  disquisitions,  can  alone 
conduct  us  with  certainty  to  the  truth. 
It  is  proper  to  observe  farther,  that  with  the  theoretical 

*  [Ibid.  Part  VII.  sect,  ii*  chap.  4 ;  sixth  and  later  editioDS.] 
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doctrines  of  the  book,  there  are  everywhere  interwoven,  with 
singolar  taste  and  address^  the  purest  and  most  elevated 
maxims  concerning  the  practical  conduct  of  life,  and  that  it 
abounds  throughout  with  interesting  and  instructive  delinea- 
tions of  characters  and  manners.  A  considerable  part  of  it  too 
is  employed  in  collateral  inquiries,  which,  upon  every  hypo- 
thesis that  can  be  formed  concerning  the  foundation  of  morals, 
are  of  equal  importance.  Of  this  kind  is  the  speculation 
formerly  mentioned,  with  respect  to  the  influence  of  fortune  on 
our  moral  sentiments,  and  another  speculation  no  less  valuable, 
with  respect  to  the  influence  of  custom  and  fuhion  ^n  the  same 
part  of  our  constitution. 

The  style  in  which  Mr.  Smith  has  conveyed  the  fundamental 
principles  on  which  his  theory  rests,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be 
so  perfectly  suited  to  the  subject  as  that  which  he  employs  on 
most  other  occasions.  In  conmiunicating  ideas  which  are 
extremely  abstract  and  subtile,  and  about  which  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  reason  correctly,  without  the  scrupulous  use  of 
appropriated  terms,  he  sometimes  presents  to  us  a  choice  of 
words,  by  no  means  strictly  synonymous,  so  as  to  divert  the 
attention  from  a  precise  and  steady  conception  of  his  proposi- 
tion ;  and  a  similar  effect  is,  in  other  instances,  produced  by 
that  diversity  of  forms  which,  in  the  course  of  his  copious  and 
seducing  composition,  the  same  truth  insensibly  assumes. 
When  the  subject  of  his  work  leads  him  to  address  the  ima- 
gination and  the  heart,  the  variety  and  felicity  of  his  illustra- 
tions, the  richness  and  fluency  of  his  eloquence,  and  the  skill 
with  which  he  wins  the  attention  and  commands  the  passions 
of  his  readers,  leave  him,  among  our  English  moralists,  without 
a  rival 

The  Dissertation  on  the  Origin  ofLamguageSy  which  now 
forms  a  part  of  the  same  volume  with  the  Theory  of  Moral 
Sentiments^  was,  I  believe,  first  annexed  to  the  second  edition 
of  that  work.  It  is  an  essay  of  great  ingenuity,  and  on  which 
the  author  himself  set  a  high  value ;  but,  in  a  general  review 
of  his  publications,  it  deserves  our  attention  less  on  account  of 
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the  opinions  it  contains,  than  as  a  specimen  of  a  particular  sort 
of  inquiry,  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  entirely  of  modem  origin, 
and  which  seems,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  to  have  interested  Mr. 
Smith's  curiosity.'*'  Something  very  similar  to  it  may  be  traced 
in  all  his  different  works,  whether  moral,  political,  or  literary ; 
and  on  all  these  subjects  he  has  exemplified  it  with  tixe 
happiest  success. 

When,  in  such  a  period  of  society  as  that  in  which  we  live, 
we  compare  our  intellectual  acquirem^ts,  oiur  opinions,  man- 
ners, and  institutions,  with  those  which  prevail  among  rude 
tribes,  it  cannot  fail  to  occur  to  us  as  an  interesting  question, 
by  what  gradual  steps  the  transition  has  been  made  from  the 
first  simple  efforts  of  uncultivated  nature,  to  a  state  of  things 
so  wonderfully  artificial  and  complicated.  Whence  has  arisen 
that  systematical  beauty  which  we  admire  in  the  structure  of  a 
cultivated  language,  that  analogy  which  runs  through  the 
mixture  of  languages  spoken  by  the  most  remote  and  uncon- 
nected nations,  and  those  peculiarities  by  which  they  are  all 
distinguished  from  each  other?  Whence  the  origin  of  the 
different  sciences  and  of  the  different  arts,  and  by  what  chain 
has  the  mind  been  led  from  their  first  rudiments  to  their  last 
and  most  refined  improvements?  Whence  the  astonishing 
fabric  of  the  political  union,  the  fundamental  principles  which 
are  common  to  all  governments,  and  the  different  forms  which 
civilized  society  has  assumed  in  different  ages  of  the  world  ? 
On  most  of  these  subjects  very  little  information  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  history,  for  long  before  that  stage  of  society  when 
men  begin  to  think  of  recording  their  transactions,  many  of  the 
most  important  steps  of  their  progress  have  been  made.  A  few 
insulated  facts  may  perhaps  be  collected  from  the  casual  obser- 
vations of  travellers,  who  have  viewed  the  arrangements  of 
rude  nations ;  but  nothing,  it  is  evident,  can  be  obtained  in 
this  way,  which  approaches  to  a  regular  and  connected  detail 
of  human  improvement 

In  this  want  of  direct  evidence,  we  are  under  a  necessity  of 
supplying  the  place  of  fact  by  conjecture ;  and  when  we  are 

*  [See  the  letter  quoted  in  Note  D.] 
VOL.  X.  0 


S4  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  UFE  AND  WBITIKG8 

unable  to  ascertain  how  men  have  actually  conducted  them- 
selves upon  particular  occasions,  of  considering  in  what  manner 
they  are  likely  to  have  proceeded,  from  the  principles  of  their 
nature,  and  the  circumstances  of  their  external  situation.  In 
such  inquiries,  the  detached  facts  which  travels  and  voyages 
afford  us,  may  frequently  serve  as  landmarks  to  our  specula- 
ticms ;  and  sometimes  our  conclusions  a  priori^  may  tend  to 
confirm  the  credibility  of  fiu^ts,  which,  on  a  superficial  view, 
appeared  to  be  doubtful  or  incredible. 

Nor  are  such  theoretical  views  of  human  affidrs  subservient 
merely  to  the  gratification  of  curiosity.  In  examining  the 
history  of  mankind,  as  well  as  in  examining  the  phenomena  of 
the  material  world,  when  we  cannot  trace  the  process  by  which 
an  event  has  been  produced,  it  is  often  of  importance  to  be  able 
to  shew  how  it  may  have  been  produced  by  natural  causes. 
Thus,  in  the  instance  which  has  suggested  these  remarks, 
although  it  is  imposdble  to  determine  with  certainty  what  the 
steps  were  by  which  any  particular  language  was  formed,  yet 
if  we  can  shew,  from  the  known  principles  of  human  nature, 
how  all  its  various  parts  might  gradually  have  arisen,  the  mind 
is  not  only  to  a  certain  degree  satisfied,  but  a  check  is  given  to 
that  indolent  philosophy,  which  refers  to  a  miracle,  whatever 
appearances,  both  in  the  natural  and  moral  worlds,  it  is  unable 
to  explain. 

To  this  species  of  philosophical  investigation,  which  has  no 
appropriated  name  in  our  language,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
giving  the  title  of  Theoreiical  or  Coryectwral  History^  aa  ex- 
pression which  coincides  pretty  nearly  in  its  meaning  with  that 
of  Natural  History ^  as  employed  by  Mr.  Hume,^  and  with  what 
some  French  writers  have  called  Histoire  Baiaonnfe. 

The  mathematical  sciences,  both  pure  and  mixed,  afford,  in 
many  of  their  branches,  very  favourable  subjects  for  theoretical 
history ;  and  a  very  competent  judge,  the  late  M.  D'Alembert, 
has  recommended  this  arrangement  of  their  elementary  princi- 
ples, which  is  founded  on  the  natural  succession  of  inventions 
and  discoveries,  as  the  best  adapted  for  interesting  the  curiosity 

^  See  his  Natural  SRitory  qf  Religion, 
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and  exercising  the  genioB  of  students.  The  same  author  points 
out  as  a  model  a  passage  in  MontacWs  History  of  MtUhemaiics^ 
where  an  attempt  is  made  to  exhibit  the  gradual  progress  of 
philosophical  speculation,  from  the  first  conclusions  suggested 
by  a  general  survey  of  the  heavens,  to  the  doctrines  of  Coper- 
nicus. It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  a  theoretical  history 
of  this  very  science,  (in  which  we  have,  perhaps,  a  better  oppor- 
tunity than  in  any  other  instance  whatever,  of  comparing  the 
natural  advances  of  the  mind  with  the  actual  succession  of 
hypothetical  systems,)  was  one  of  Mr.  Smith's  earliest  composi- 
tions, and  is  one  of  tiie  very  small  number  of  his  manuscripts 
which  he  did  not  destroy  before  his  death. 

I  already  hinted,  that  inquiries  perfectly  analogous  to  these 
may  be  applied  to  the  modes  of  government,  and  to  the  muni- 
cipal institutions  which  have  obtained  among  di£ferent  nations. 
It  is  but  lately,  however,  that  these  important  subjects  have 
been  considered  in  this  point  of  view ;  the  greater  part  of  poli- 
ticians before  the  time  of  Montesquieu  having  contented  them- 
selves with  an  historical  statement  of  fieu^  and  with  a  vague 
reference  of  laws  to  the  wisdom  of  particular  legislators,  or  to 
accidental  circumstances^  which  it  is  now  impossible  to  as- 
certain. Montesquieu,  on  the  contrary,  considered  laws  as 
originating  chiefly  firom  the  circumstances  of  society,  and 
attempted  to  account,  from  the  changes  in  the  condition  of 
mankind,  which  take  place  in  the  different  stages  of  their  pro- 
.gress,  for  the  corresponding  alterations  which  their  institutions 
undergo.  It  is  thus,  that  in  his  occasional  elucidations  of  the  - 
Boman  jurisprudence,  instead  of  bewildering  himself  among 
the  erudition  of  scholiasts  and  of  antiquaries,  we  frequently  find 
him  borrowing  his  lighto  from  the  most  remote  and  unconnected 
quarters  of  the  globe,  and  combining  the  casual  observations  * 
of  illiterate  travellers  and  navigators,  into  a  philosophical  com-  ' 
mentary  on  the  history  of  law  and  of  manners. 

The  advances  made  in  this  line  of  inquiry  since  Montesquieu's 
time  have  been  great.  Lord  Eames,  in  his  Historical  Law 
Tracts,  has  given  some  excellent  specimens  of  it,  particularly 
in  his  Essays  on  the  History  of  Property  and  of  Criminal  Law^ 
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and  many  ingenious  speculations  of  the  same  kind  occur  in  the 
works  of  Mr.  Millar. 

In  Mr.  Smith's  writings,  whatever  be  the  nature  of  his  sub- 
ject, he  seldom  misses  an  opportunity  of  indulging  his  curiosity, 
in  tracing  from  the  principles  of  human  nature,  or  from  the 
circumstances  of  society,  the  origin  of  the  opinions  and  the 
institutions  which  he  describe&  I  formerly  mentioned  a  frag- 
ment concerning  the  History  of  Astronomy  which  he  has  left 
for  publication,  and  I  have  heard  him  say  more  than  once,'  that 
he  had  projected,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  a  history  of  the 
other  sciences  on  the  same  plan.  In  his  Wealth  ofNaUons, 
various  disquisitions  are  introduced  which  have  a  like  object  in 
view,  particularly  the  theoretical  delineation  he  has  given  of 
the  natural  progress  of  opulence  in  a  country,  and  his  investi- 
gation of  the  causes  which  have  inverted  this  order  in  the 
different  countries  of  modem  Europe.  His  lectures  on  juris- 
prudence seem,  from  the  account  of  them  formerly  given,  to 
have  abounded  in  such  inquiries. 

I  am  informed  by  the  same  gentleman  who  favoured  me 
with  the  account  of  Mr.  Smith's  lectures  at  G-lasgow,  that  he 
had  heard  him  sometimes  hint  an  intention  of  writing  a  treatise 
upon  the  Ghreek  and  Boman  Bepublics.  ^  And  after  all  that 
has  been  published  on  that  subject,  I  am  convinced,"  says  he, 
'<  that  the  observations  of  Mr.  Smith  would  have  su^ested 
many  new  and  important  views  concerning  the  internal  and 
domestic  circumstances  of  those  nations,  which  would  have  dis- 
played their  several  systems  of  policy,  in  a  light  much  less 
artificial  than  that  in  which  they  have  hitherto  appeared.'* 

The  same  turn  of  thinking  was  frequently,  in  his  social 
hours,  applied  to  more  familiar  subjects;  and  the  fwciful 
theories  which,  without  the  least  affectation  of  ingenuity,  he 
was  continually  starting  upon  all  the  common  topics  of  dis- 
course, gave  to  his  conversation  a  novelty  and  variety  that  were 
quite  inexhaustible.  Hence  too  the  minuteness  and  accuracy 
of  his  knowledge  on  many  trifling  articles  which,  in  the  course 
of  his  speculations,  he  had  been  led  to  consider  from  some  new 
and  interesting  point  of  view,  and  of  which  his  lively  and  dr- 
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CQmstantial  descriptions  amused  bis  friends  the  more,  that  he 
seemed  to  be  habitually  inattentive,  in  so  remarkable  a  degree, 
to  what  was  passing  around  him. 

I  have  been  led  into  these  remarks  by  the  DiaaerUUion  on 
the  FormcUion  of  Languages^  which  exhibits  a  very  beautiful 
specimen  of  theoretical  history,  applied  to  a  subject  equally 
curious  and  difficult  The  analogy  between  the  train  of  think- 
ing from  which  it  has  taken  its  rise,  and  that  which  has 
suggested  a  variety  of  his  other  disquisitions,  will,  I  hope,  be  a 
sufficient  apology  for  the  length  of  this  digression,  more  parti- 
cularly, as  it  will  enable  me  to  simplify  the  account  which  I 
am  to  give  afterwards,  of  his  inquiries  concerning  Political 
Economy. 

I  shall  only  observe  farther  on  this  head,  that  when  different 
theoretical  histories  are  proposed  by  different  writers,  of  the 
progress  of  the  human  mind  in  any  one  line  of  exertion,  these 
theories  are  not  always  to  be  understood  as  standing  in  opposi- 
tion to  each  other.  If  the  progress  delineated  in  all  of  them 
be  plausible,  it  is  possible  at  least,  that  they  may  all  have  been 
realized,  for  human  affairs  never  exhibit,  in  any  two  instances, 
a  perfect  uniformity.  But  whether  they  have  been  realized  or 
no,  is  often  a  question  of  little  consequence.  In  most  cases,  it 
is  of  more  importance  to  ascertain  the  progress  that  is  most 
simple,  than  the  progress  that  is  most  agreeable  to  fact ;  for, 
paradoxical  as  the  proposition  may  appear,  it  is  certainly  true, 
that  the  real  progress  is  not  always  the  most  natural  It  may 
have  been  determined  by  particular  accidents,  which  are  not 
likely  again  to  occur,  and  which  cannot  be  considered  as  form- 
ing any  part  of  that  general  provision  wUch  nature  has  made 
for  the  improvement  of  the  race. 

In  order  to  make  some  amends  for  the  length  (I  am  afiraid  I 
may  add  for  the  tediousness)  of  this  Section,  I  shall  subjoin  to 
it  an  original  letter  of  Mr.  Hume's,  addressed  to  Mr.  Smith, 
soon  after  the  publication  of  his  Theory.  It  is  strongly  marked 
with  that  easy  and  affectionate  pleasantry  which  distinguished 
Mr.  Hume's  epistolary  correspondence,  and  is  entitled  to  a  place 
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in  this  Memoir^  on  aoooont  of  its  connexion  with  an  important 
event  of  Mr.  Smith's  life,  which  soon  after  remoyed  him  into  a 
new  scene,  and  influenced,  to  a  considerable  degree,  the  sabse- 
qnent  conrse  of  his  studies.  The  letter  is  dated  fixmi  London, 
12th  April  1759. 

^  I  give  yon  thanks  for  the  agreeable  present  of  yonr  Theory. 
Wedderbom  and  I  made  presents  of  our  copies  to  such  of  our 
acquaintances  as  we  thought  good  judges,  and  proper  to  spread 
the  reputation  of  the  book.  I  sent  one  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
to  Lord  Lyttleton,  Horace  Walpole,  Soame  Jenyns,  and 
Burke,  an  Irish  gentleman,  who  wrote  lately  a  very  pretty 
treatise  on  the  Sublime.  Millar  desired  my  permission  to 
send  one  in  your  name  to  Dr.  Warburton.  I  have  delayed 
writing  to  you  till  I  could  tell  you  something  of  the  success 
of  the  bool^  and  could  prognosticate  with  some  probability, 
whether  it  should  be  finally  damned  to  oblivion,  or  should  be 
registered  in  the  temple  of  immortality.  Though  it  has  been 
published  only  a  few  weeks,  I  think  there  appear  already  such 
strong  symptoms,  that  I  can  almost  venture  to  foretell  its 
£Btte.  It  is,  in  short,  this. — ^But  I  have  been  interrupted  in  my 
letter  by  a  fooUsh  impertinent  visit  of  one  who  has  lately  come 
firom  Scotland.  He  tells  me  that  the  University  of  Glasgow 
intend  to  declare  Bouet's  office  vacant,  upon  his  going  abroad 
with  Lord  Hope.  I  question  not  but  you  will  have  our  friend 
Ferguson  in  your  eye,  in  case  another  project  for  procuring 
him  a  place  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  should  fiuL  Fer- 
guson has  very  much  polished  and  improved  his  TreaUae  on 
Refinement^  and  with  some  amendments  it  will  make  an 
admirable  book,  and  discovers  an  degantand  a  singular  genius. 
The  Epigomad,  I  hope,  will  do,  but  it  is  somewhat  up-hill 
work.  As  I  doubt  not  but  you  consult  the  Beviews  sometimes 
at  present^  you  will  see  in  the  CrtUcal  Beview  a  letter  upon 
that  poem,  and  I  desire  you  to  employ  your  conjectures  in  find- 
ing out  tiie  autiiOT.  Let  me  see  a  sample  of  your  skill  in 
knowing  hands  byyour  guessing  at  the  person.    I  am  afraid  of 

>  PaUiahed  aftennurdB  under  the  title  of  iln  Am^  on  ike  mttaty  cf  CM 
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Lord  Karnes's  Law  Tracts.  A  man  might  as  well  think  of 
making  a  fine  sauce  by  a  mixtore  of  wormwood  and  aloes,  aa  an 
agreeable  composition  by  joining  metaphysics  and  Scotch  law. 
However,  the  book,  I  believe,  has  merit,  though  few  people  wiU 
take  the  pains  of  diving  into  it  But,  to  return  to  your  book, 
and  its  success  in  this  town,  I  must  tell  you« — ^A  plague  of 
interruptions  I  I  ordered  myself  to  be  denied,  and  yet  here  is 
one  that  has  broke  in  upon  me  again.  He  is  a  man  of  letters, 
and  we  have  had  a  good  deal  of  literary  conversation.  You 
told  me  that  you  was  curious  of  literary  anecdotes,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  inform  you  of  a  few  that  have  come  to  my  know- 
ledge. I  believe  I  have  mentioned  to  you  already  Hdvetiufifs 
book  De  Tlkprit  It  is  worth  your  reading,  not  for  its  phOo- 
sophy,  which  I  do  not  highly  value,  but  for  its  agreeable 
composition.  I  had  a  letter  from  him  a  few  days  ago,  wherein 
he  tells  me  that  my  name  was  much  oftener  in  the  manuscript, 
but  that  the  censor  of  books  at  Paris  obliged  him  to  strike 
it  out  Voltaire  has  lately  published  a  small  work  called 
Ocmdidej  ou  VOptimisme.  I  shall  give  you  a  detail  of  it — 
But  what  is  all  this  to  my  book?  say  yoiL  My  dear  Mr. 
Smith,  have  patience:  compose  yourself  to  tranquillity:  shew 
yourself  a  philosopher  in  practice  as  well  as  profession :  think 
on  the  emptiness,  and  rashness,  and  futility  of  the  common 
ludgments  of  men :  how  little  they  are  regulated  by  reason  in 
any  subject,  much  more  in  philosophical  subjects,  which  so  far 
exceed  the  comprehension  of  the  vulgar. 

' Non  n  quid  tnrbida  Boma, 

EleTet,  acoedas:  ezamenye  improbnm  in  iUa 
Caitiges  trntina:  noo  te  qvadyerif  extra.* 

A  wise  man's  kingdom  is  his  own  breast ;  or,  if  he  ever  looks 
further,  it  will  only  be  to  the  judgment  of  a  select  few,  who 
are  £ree  from  prejudices,  and  capable  of  examining  his  work. 
Nothing  indeed  can  be  a  stronger  presumption  of  falsehood 
than  the  approbation  of  the  multitude;  and  Fhodon^  you 
know,  always  suspected  himself  of  some  blunder,  when  he  was 
attended  with  the  applauses  of  the  populace. 
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'^  Sapposing,  therefore,  that  you  have  duly  prepared  yourself 
for  the  worst  by  all  these  reflections^  I  proceed  to  tell  you  the 
melaiicholy  news,  that  your  book  has  been  very  unfortunate, 
for  the  public  seem  disposed  to  applaud  it  extremely.  It  was 
looked  for  by  the  foolish  people  with  some  impatience,  and  the 
mob  of  literaii  are  beginning  already  to  be  very  loud  in  its 
praises.  Three  bishops  called  yesterday  at  Millar's  shop  in 
order  to  buy  copies,  and  to  ask  questions  about  the  author. 
The  Bishop  of  Peterborough  said  he  had  passed  the  evening  in 
a  company  where  he  heard  it  extolled  above  all  books  in  the 
world.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  is  more  decisive  than  he  uses  to 
be  in  its  favour.  I  suppose  he  either  considers  it  as  an  exotic, 
or  thinks  the  author  wUl  be  serviceable  to  him  in  the  Glasgow 
elections.  Lord  Lyttleton  says,  that  Bobertson,  and  Smith,  and 
Bower,  are  the  glories  of  English  literature.  Oswald  protests 
he  does  not  know  whether  he  has  reaped  more  instruction  or 
entertainment  from  it.  But  you  may  easily  judge  what  reli- 
ance can  be  put  on  his  judgment,  who  has  been  engaged  all  his 
life  in  public  business,  and  who  never  sees  any  fitults  in  his 
friends.  Millar  exults  and  brags  that  two-thirds  of  the  edition 
are  already  sold,  and  that  he  is  now  sure  of  success.  You  see 
what  a  son  of  the  earth  that  is,  to  value  books  only  by  the 
profit  they  bring  him.  In  that  view,  I  believe  it  may  prove  a 
very  good  book. 

^  Charles  Townsend,  who  passes  for  the  cleverest  fellow  in 
England,  is  so  taken  with  the  performance,  that  he  said  to 
Oswald  he  would  put  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  under  the  author^s 
care,  and  would  make  it  worth  his  while  to  accept  of  that 
charge.  As  soon  as  I  heard  this,  I  called  on  him  twice,  with  a 
view  of  talking  with  him  about  the  matter,  and  of  convincing 
him  of  the  propriety  of  sending  that  young  nobleman  to 
Glasgow :  for  I  could  not  hope,  that  he  could  offer  you  any 
terms  which  would  tempt  you  to  renounce  your  Professorship ; 
but  I  missed  him.  Mr.  Townsend  passes  for  being  a  little  un- 
certain in  his  resolutions,  so  perhaps  you  need  not  build  much 
on  this  sally. 

'^  In  recompence  for  so  many  mortifying  things^  which  no- 
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thing  but  trath  ooold  have  extorted  from  me,  and  which  I 
could  easily  have  multiplied  to  a  greater  number,  I  doubt  not 
but  you  are  so  good  a  Christian  as  to  return  good  for  evil ;  and 
to  flatter  my  vanity  by  telling  me,  that  all  the  godly  in  Soot- 
land  abuse  me  for  my  account  of  John  Knox  and  the  Reforma- 
tion. I  suppose  you  are  glad  to  see  my  paper  end,  and  that  I 
am  obliged  to  conclude  with — your  humble  servant, 

"  David  Hume." 
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SECTION  IIL 

FBOX  IBM  rUBUCATIOH  OF  THE  THEOBT  OF  MOBAL  SKHTDBEm 
TILL  THAT  OF  THE  WEALTH  OF  MATlOHa 

Afteb  ibe  publication  of  the  Theory  of  Moral  SenHmentSj 
Mr.  Smith  remained  four  years  at  Glaagow,  discharging  hia 
official  dnties  with  onabated  vigonT;,  and  with  increasing  repa- 
tation.  During  that  time,  the  plan  of  his  lectures  underwent 
a  considerable  change.  His  ethical  doctrines,  of  which  he  had 
now  published  so  valuable  a  part,  occupied  a  much  smaller 
portion  of  the  course  than  formerly ;  and  accordingly^  his  at- 
tention was  naturally  directed  to  a  more  complete  illustration 
of  the  principles  of  Jurisprudence  and  of  Political  Economy. 

To  Uiis  last  subject^  his  thoughts  appear  to  have  been  occa- 
sionally turned  from  a  very  early  period  of  life.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  uninterrupted  friendship  he  had  always  maintained  with 
his  old  companion  Mr.  Oswald,  had  some  tendenqr  to  encourage 
him  in  proseoutiDg  this  branch  of  his  studies ;  and  the  publica- 
tion of  Mr.  Hume's  PoUUcal  Dtscouraes  in  the  year  1752, 
could  not  fail  to  confirm  him  in  those  liberal  views  of  oommer- 
oial  policy  which  had  already  opened  to  him  in  the  course  of 
his  own  inquiries.  His  long  residence  in  one  of  the  most 
enlightened  mercantile  towns  in  this  island,  and  the  habits  of 
intimacy  in  which  he  lived  with  the  most  respectable  of  its 
inhabitants,  a£Porded  him  an  opportunity  of  deriving  what  com- 
mercial information  he  stood  in  need  of  from  the  best  wuroes; 
and  it  is  a  circumstance  no  less  honourable  to  their  liberality 
than  to  his  talents^  that  notwithstanding  the  reluctance  so 
common  among  men  of  business  to  listen  to  the  conclusions  of 
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mere  speculation,  and  the  direct  opposition  of  his  leading  prin- 
ciples to  all  the  old  Tnaxims  of  trade,  he  was  able,  before  he 
quitted  his  situation  in  the  ITniversitj,  to  rank  some  very 
eminent  merchants  in  the  number  of  his  proselytes.^ 

Among  the  students  who  attended  his  lectures,  and  whose 
minds  were  not  previously  warped  by  prejudice,  the  progress  of 
his  opinions,  it  may  be  reasonably  supposed,  was  much  more 
rapid.  It  was  this  class  of  his  friends  accordingly  that  first 
adopted  his  system  with  eagerness,  and  difiused  a  knowledge  of 
its  fundamental  principles  over  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Towards  the  end  of  1763,  Mr.  Smith  received  an  invitation 
from  Mr.  Gharles  Townsend  to  accompany  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch  on  his  travels ;  and  the  liberal  terms  in  which  the  pro- 
posal was  made  to  him,  added  to  the  strong  desire  he  had  felt 
of  visiting  the  Continent  of  Europe,  induced  him  to  resign  his 
office  at  Glasgow.  With  the  connexion  which  he  was  led  to 
form  in  consequence  of  this  change  in  his  situation,  he  had 
reason  to  be  satisfied  in  an  uncommon  degree,  and  he  always 
spoke  of  it  with  pleasure  and  gratituda  To  the  public,  it 
was  not  perhaps  a  change  equally  fortunate,  as  it  interrupted 
that  studious  leisure  for  which  nature  seems  to  have  destined 
him,  and  in  which  alone  he  could  have  hoped  to  accomplish 
those  literary  projects  which  had  fiattered  the  ambition  of  his 
youthful  genius. 

The  alteration,  however,  which,  fix)m  this  period,  took  place 
in  his  habits,  was  not  without  its  advantages.  He  had  hitherto 
lived  chiefiy  within  the  walls  of  a  University,  and  although  to 
a  mind  like  his,  the  observation  of  human  nature  on  the 
smallest  scale  is  sufficient  to  convey  a  tolerably  just  conception 
of  what  passes  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  yet  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  that  the  variety  of  scenes  through  which  he 
afterwards  passed,  must  have  enriched  his  mind  with  many 
new  ideas,  and  corrected  many  of  those  misapprehensions  of 
life  and  manners  which  the  best  descriptions  of  them  can 
scarcely  &il  to  convey.    But  whatever  were  the  lights  that  his 

>  I  mention  ihii  fact  on  tlw  refpectaUe  anUiority  of  James  Bitchie,  Eaq^  of 
Olaagow. 


44  AOOOtJNT  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WBITIKOS 

travels  afforded  to  him  as  a  student  of  human  nature,  they 
were  probably  useful  in  a  still  greater  degree,  in  enabling  him 
to  perfect  that  system  of  Political  Economy,  of  which  he  had 
already  delivered  the  principles  in  his  lectures  at  Glasgow,  and 
which  it  was  now  the  leading  object  of  his  studies  to  prepare 
for  the  publia  The  coincidence  between  some  of  these  princi- 
ples and  the  distinguishing  tenets  of  the  French  Economists, 
who  were  at  that  very  time  in  the  height  of  their  reputation, 
and  the  intimacy  in  which  he  lived  with  some  of  the  leaders  of 
that  sect^  could  not  £eu1  to  assist  him  in  methodizing  and  digest- 
ing his  speculations;  while  the  valuable  collection  of  facts, 
accumulated  by  the  zealous  industry  of  their  numerous  ad- 
herents, furnished  him  with  ample  materials  for  illustrating 
and  confirming  his  theoretical  conclusions. 

After  leaving  Glasgow,  Mr.  Smith  joined  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch  at  London  early  in  the  year  1764,  and  set  out  with  him 
for  the  Continent  in  the  month  of  March  following.  At  Dover 
they  were  met  by  Sir  James  Macdonald,  who  accompanied 
them  to  Paris,  and  with  whom  Mr.  Smith  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  friendship,  which  he  always  mentioned  with  great  sensibi- 
lity, and  of  which  he  often  lamented  the  short  duration.  The 
panegyrics  with  which  the  memory  of  this  accomplished  and 
amiable  person  has  been  honoured  by  so  many  distinguished 
characters  in  the  different  countries  of  Europe,  are  a  proof  how 
well  fitted  his  talents  were  to  command  general  admiration. 
The  esteem  in  which  his  abilities  and  learning  were  held  by 
Mr.  Smith,  is  a  testimony  to  his  extraordinary  merit  of  still 
superior  value.  Mr.  Hume,  too,  seems  in  this  instance  to  have 
partaken  of  his  friend's  enthusiasm.  '^  Were  you  and  I  to- 
gether,"*  says  he  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Smith,  ^  we  should  shed 
tears  at  present  for  the  death  of  poor  Sir  James  Macdonald. 
We  could  not  possibly  have  suffered  a  greater  loss  than  in  that 
valuable  young  man.** 

In  this  first  visit  to  Paris,  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  and  Mr. 
Smith  employed  only  ten  or  twelve  oays,^  after  which  they 

>  The  day  after,  hie  arrival  at  Paris,      lua  PtofiMBonhip  to  the  Bector  of  the 
Hr.  8mitli  aent  a  fivmal  rarignatioQ  of     UiuTerrity  of  Glasgow.    **  I  never  was 
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proceeded  to  Toulouse,  where  they  fixed  their  residence  for 
eighteen  months,  and  where,  in  addition  to  the  pleasure  of  an 
agreeable  society,  Mr.  Smith  had  an  opportunity  of  correcting 
and  extending  his  information  concerning  the  internal  policy 
of  France,  by  the  intimacy  in  which  he  lived  with  some  of  the 
principal  persons  of  the  Parliament 

From  Toulouse  they  went,  by  a  pretty  extensive  tour, 
through  the  south  of  France  to  Oeneva.  Here  they  passed  two 
months.  The  late  Earl  Stanhope,  for  whose  learning  and 
worth  Mr.  Smith  entertained  a  sincere  respect,  was  then  an 
inhabitant  of  that  Republic. 

About  Christmas  1765,  they  returned  to  Paris,  and  remained 
there  till  October  following.  The  society  in  wldch  Mr.  Smith 
spent  these  ten  months,  may  be  conceived  from  the  advantages 
he  enjoyed,  in  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  Mr.  Hume. 
Turgot,  Quesnai,  [Morellet,*]  Necker,  I^Alembert,  Helvetius, 
Marmontel,  Madame  Biccoboni,  were  among  the  number  of  his 
acquaintances,  and  some  of  them  he  continued  ever  afterwards 
to  reckon  among  his  friends.  From  Madame  D'Enville,  the 
respectable  mother  of  the  late  excellent  and  much  lamented 


more  anxious,"  says  he  in  the  conclu- 
noQ  of  this  letter,  "  for  the  good  of  the 
CoUege  than  at  this  moment;  and  I 
rinoerely  wish,  that  whoever  is  my  roc- 
cessor,  may  not  only  do  credit  to  the 
office  hy  his  ahilities,  but  be  a  comfort 
to  the  rerj  excellent  men  with  whom 
he  is  likely  to  spend  his  life,  by  the  pro- 
bity of  his  heart,  and  the  goodness  of 
his  temper." 

The  following  extract  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  TTniTersity,  which  follows 
immediately  after  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of 
resignation,  is  at  once  a  testimony  to 
his  assiduity  as  a  professor,  and  a  proof 
of  the  just  sense  which  that  learned 
body  entertained  of  the  talents  and  worth 
of  the  colleague  they  had  lost : — 

"  The  meeting  accept  of  Dr.  Smithes 
resignation,  in  terms  of  the  above  letter, 
and  the  office  of  Professor  of  Horal 
Philosophy  in  this  Uniyersity  is  there 


fore  hereby  declared  to  be  Tacant.  The 
TTnirersity,  at  the  same  time,  cannot 
help  expressing  their  sincere  regret  at 
the  removal  of  Dr.  Smith,  whoee  dis- 
tinguished probity  and  amiable  qualities 
procured  him  the  esteem  and  affection 
of  his  odlleagues ;  and  whose  uncommon 
genius,  great  abilities,  and  extensive 
learning,  did  so  much  honour  to  this 
society ;  his  elegant  and  ingenious 
Theory  of  Moral  JSentimenta  having  re- 
conmiended  him  to  the  esteem  of  men 
of  taste  and  literature  throughout  Eu- 
rope. His  happy  talent  in  illustrating 
abstracted  subjects,  and  feithfol  assi- 
duity in  oonmiunicating  useful  know- 
ledge, distinguished  him  as  a  professor, 
and  at  once  afforded  the  greatest  plea- 
sure and  the  meet  important  instruction 
to  the  youth  under  his  care." 

*  [Author^i  last  additions:  but  see 
KoteE.] 
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Duke  of  Bochefoacauld,^  he  receiyed  many  attentions,  which 
he  always  recollected  with  particcdar  gratitude. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  he  preserved  no  journal  of 


^  The  following  letter,  wliich  hms  been 
yeiy  Accidentally  presexred,  while  it 
■erves  as  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Smith*8 
connexion  with  the  family  of  Bochefon- 
canld,  is  so  expressiTe  of  the  yirtaons 
and  liberal  mind  of  the  writer,  that  I 
am  persuaded  it  will  give  pleasnre  to 
the  Society  to  record  it  in  their  ISrant- 
oetiont, 

**  Pasib,  8  Jfoff  1778. 

"  Le  desir  de  se  rappeller  i  TOtre 
souvenir,  Honsienr,  qnand  on  a  en 
rhonneor  de  voos  oonnoltre,  doit  tods 
paroStre  fort  natnrel;  permettez  qne 
noos  saisissions  poor  oda,  ma  Mire  et 
moi,  PoocaaioB  d*ane  Edition  nouYelle 
des  Maximei  de  la  Rocktfcfucaiuidt  dont 
nous  prenons  la  liberty  de  tous  offiirun 
ezemplaire.  Yens  Toyei  qne  none 
n'aTons  point  de  ssnemie,  pmsqne  le 
mal  qne  Tons  ayes  dit  de  Ini  dans  la 
ThSorie  de$  SenHmena  MorouXt  ne 
noos  emp^he  point  de  toos  envoyer  ce 
memo  ooTrage.  H  s'en  est  mime  fidla 
de  pen  qne  je  ne  fisse  encore  pins,  car 
j'aTois  en  pent-itre  la  timiriti  d'entre- 
prendre  nne  traduction  de  Totre  7%iorie; 
mais  comme  je  venois  de  tenniner  la 
premiire  partie,  j'ai  ru  paroitre  la  tra- 
dnction  de  M.  I'Abbi  Blavet,  et  j'ai  M 
foroi  de  renonoer  an  plaisir  qne  j'sorois 
en  de  fidre  passer  dans  ma  langne  nn 
des  meillenn  onTrages  de  la  Tfttre." 
(See  Note  F.) 

"  n  anroit  tien  £dln  ponr  Ion  en- 
treprendre  nne  justification  de  mon 
grandpdre.  Peut4tre  n%ureit-il  pas  M 
difficile,  premiirement  de  I'excuser,  en 
disant,  qu'il  aTOit  toqjonn  tu  les  hom< 
mes  i  la  Cour,  et  dans  la  guerre  civile, 
deux  ihiatree  eur  leequeU  iU  eont  eer- 
tainemeni  joha  mauwde  qu*aQleun ;  et 
ensuite  de  justifier  par  la  conduite  per. 


ioneDe  de  I'auteur,  les  principes  qui 
■ont  oertainement  trap  geniralisis  dans 
son  ouvrage.  H  a  pris  la  partie  pour  le 
tout ;  et  paroeque  les  gens  quil  avoit  eu 
le  plus  sous  les  yenx  itoient  animis  par 
Vamatur  pnprej  il  en  a  fait  le  mobile 
giniral  de  tons  les  honmies.  An  reste, 
quoique  son  ouTnge  mirite  i  certains 
igaids  d'dtre  oombaitn,  il  est  cependant 
estimable  memo  pour  le  fimd,  et  beau- 
coup  pour  la  fonne. 

"  Permettes-moi  de  tous  demander, 
si  nous  anrons  bientftt  nne  iditioo  oom- 
plette  des  cBUTres  de  Totre  iUustre  ami 
M.  Hume  ?  Nous  TaTons  sinoirement 
r^[rette« 

"  BeoeTes,  je  tous  suppfie,  Pexpres- 
sion  sinoire  de  tous  les  sentimens  d'es- 
time  et  d'attachement  avec  lesquels  j'ai 
I'honneur  d'etre,  Monsieur,  Totre  trte 
humble  et  trie  ob&ssant  serviteur, 

"  Li  Due  DB  UL  B00BXF0UCACU>.*' 

Mr.  8mith*k  last  intercourse  with  this 
excellent  man  was  in  the  year  1789, 
when  he  informed  him  by  means  of  a 
fnend  who  happened  to  be  then  at 
Paris,  that  in  the  future  editions  of  his 
Thevry  the  name  of  Bochefoooanld 
should  be  no  longer  classed  with  that  of 
MandeTille.  In  the  enlarged  edition 
accordingly  of  that  work,  published  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  he  has  sup- 
pressed his  censure  of  the  author  of  the 
Maadme»t  who  seems  indeed  (howoTer 
exceptionable  many  of  his  principles 
may  be)  to  haTe  been  actuated,  both  in 
his  life  and  writings,  by  motiTes  Teiy 
different  from  those  of  MandeTille.  The 
real  scope  of  these  maiime  is  placed,  I 
think,  in  a  just  light  by  the  ingenious 
author  of  the  NoticB  prefixed  to  the 
edition  of  them  published  at  Paris  in 
1778. 
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this  very  interesting  period  of  his  history ;  and  such  was  his 
aversion  to  write  letters^  that  I  scarcely  suppose  any  memorial 
of  it  exists  in  his  correspondence  with  his  Mends.  The  extent 
and  accuracy  of  his  memory,  in  which  he  was  equalled  by  few, 
made  it  of  little  consequence  to  himself  to  record  in  writing 
what  he  heard  or  saw ;  and  from  his  anxiety  before  his  death 
to  destroy  all  the  papers  in  his  possession,  he  seems  to  have 
wished  that  no  materials  should  remain  for  his  biographers,  but 
what  were  furnished  by  the  lasting  monuments  of  his  genius, 
and  the  exemplary  worth  of  his  private  life. 

The  satisfaction  he  enjoyed  in  the  conversation  of  Turgot 
may  be  easily  imagined.  Their  opinions  on  the  most  essential 
points  of  Political  Economy  were  the  same ;  and  they  were  both 
animated  by  the  same  zeal  for  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 
The  fitvourite  studies,  too,  of  both,  had  directed  their  inquiries 
to  subjects  on  which  the  understandings  of  the  ablest  and  the 
best  informed  are  liable  to  be  warped,  to  a  great  degree,  by 
prejudice  and  passion ;  and  on  which,  of  consequence,  a  coin- 
cidence of  judgment  is  peculiarly  gratifying.  We  are  told  by 
one  of  the  biographers  of  Turgot,  that  after  his  retreat  from 
the  ministry,  he  occupied  his  leisure  in  a  philosophical  corre- 
spondence with  some  of  his  old  friends ;  and,  in  particular,  tiiat 
various  letters  on  important  subjects  passed  between  him  and 
Mr.  SmitL  I  take  notice  of  this  anecdote  chiefly  as  a  proof  of 
the  intimacy  which  was  understood  to  have  subsisted  between 
them ;  for  in  other  respects,  the  anecdote  seems  to  me  to  be 
somewhat  doubtful  It  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed,  that  Mr. 
Smith  would  destroy  the  letters  of  such  a  correspondent  as 
Turgot ;  and  still  less  probable,  that  such  an  intercourse  was 
carried  on  between  them  without  the  knowledge  of  any  of  Mr. 
Smith's  friends.  From  some  inquiries  that  have  been  made  at 
Paris  by  a  gentieman  of  this  Society  since  Mr.  Smith's  death, 
I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  no  evidence  of  the  correspondence 
exists  among  the  papers  of  M.  Turgot,  and  that  the  whole  story 
has  taken  its  rise  from  a  report  suggested  by  the  knowledge 
of  their  former  intimacy.  This  circumstance  I  think  it  of  im- 
portance to  mention,  because  a  good  deal  of  curiosity  has  been 
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excited  by  the  passage  in  qaestion,  with  respect  to  the  feAe  of 
the  sapposed  letters. 

Mr.  Smith  was  also  well  known  to  M.  Quesnai^  the  profound, 
and  origiDal  anther  of  the  Economical  Table  ;  a  man  (according 
to  Mr.  Smith's  account  of  him)  ^  of  the  greatest  modesty  and 
simplicity ;"  and  whose  system  of  Political  Economy  he  has  pro- 
nounced, ^'  with  all  its  imperfections,"  to  be  '^  the  nearest  approxi- 
mation to  the  truth  that  has  yet  been  published  on  the  principles 
of  that  very  important  science."*  If  he  had  not  been  prevented 
by  Quesnai's  death,  Mr.  Smith  had  once  an  intention  (as  he  told 
me  himsdf)  to  have  inscribed  to  him  his  Wealth  of  Nations. 

It  was  not,  however,  merely  the  distinguished  men  who  about 
this  period  fixed  so  splendid  an  era  in  the  literary  history  of 
France,  that  excited  Mr.  Smith's  curiosity  while  he  remained 
in  Paris.  His  acquaintance  with  the  polite  literature  both  of 
ancient  and  modem  times  was  extensive;  and  amidst  his 
various  other  occupations,  he  had  never  neglected  to  cultivate 
a  taste  for  the  Fine  Arts ; — ^less,  it  is  probable,  with  a  view  to 
the  peculiar  enjoyments  they  convey,  (though  he  was  by  no 
means  without  sensibility  to  their  beauties,)  than  on  account 
of  their  connexion  with  the  general  principles  of  the  human 
mind,  to  an  examination  of  which  they  afford  the  most  pleasing 
of  all  avenues.  To  those  who  speculate  on  this  very  delicate 
subject,  a  comparison  of  the  modes  of  taste  that  prevail  among 
different  nations,  affords  a  valuable  collection  of  facts;  and 
Mr.  Smith,  who  was  always  disposed  to  ascribe  to  custom  and 
fashion  their  full  share  in  regulating  the  opinions  of  mankind 
with  respect  to  beauty,  may  naturally  be  supposed  to  have 
av<uledU^lf  of  ev^  opi^rtanify  which  a  f^  coontry 
afforded  him  of  illustrating  his  former  theories. 

Some  of  his  peculiar  notions,  too,  with  respect  to  the  imi- 
tative arts,  seem  to  have  been  much  confirmed  by  his  observa- 
tions while  abroad.  In  accounting  for  the  pleasure  we  receive 
from  these  arts,  it  had  early  occurred  to  him  as  a  fundamental 
principle,  that  a  very  great  part  of  it  arises  from  the  difficulty 
of  the  imitation ;  a  principle  which  was  probably  suggested  to 

*  [  Wealth  ofNatioM,  Book  IV.  chap.  ix. ;  Vol.  IIL  p.  S7,  tenth  edition.] 


OJf  ADAM  SHITH,  LL.D.  49 

him  by  that  of  the  diffUsuUe  surmarMe,  by  which  some  Fiench 
critics  had  attempted  to  explain  the  effect  of  versification  and 
of  rhyme.^  This  principle  Mr.  Smith  poshed  to  the  greatest 
possible  length,  and  referred  to  it,  with  singular  ingenuity,  a 
great  variety  of  phenomena  in  all  the  different  fine  arts.  It 
led  him,  however,  to  some  conclusions,  which  appear,  at  first 
view  at  least,  not  a  little  paradoxical;  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  it  warped  his  judgment  in  many  of  the  opinions 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  give  on  the  subject  of  poetry. 

The  principles  of  dramatic  composition  had  more  particularly 
attracted  his  attention ;  and  the  history  of  the  theatre,  both  in 
ancient  and  modem  times,  had  furnished  him  with  some  of  the 
most  remarkable  facts  on  which  his  theory  of  the  imitative 
arts  was  founded.  From  this  theory  it  seemed  to  follow  as  a 
consequence,  that  the  same  circumstances  which,  in  tragedy,  give 
to  blank  verse  an  advantage  over  prose,  should  give  to  rhyme 
an  advantage  over  blank  verse ;  and  Mr.  Smith  had  always 
inclined  to  that  opinion.  Nay,  he  had  gone  so  far  as  to  extend 
the  same  doctrine  to  comedy ;  and  to  regret  that  those  excel- 
lent pictures  of  life  and  maimers  which  the  English  stage 
affords,  had  not  been  executed  after  the  model  of  the  French 
school.  The  admiration  with  which  he  regarded  the  great 
dramatic  authors  of  France  tended  to  confirm  him  in  these 
opinions;  and  this  admiration  (resulting  originally  firom  the 
general  character  of  his  taste,  which  delighted  more  to  remark 
that  pliancy  of  genius  which  accommodates  itself  to  established 
rules  than  to  wonder  at  the  bolder  fiights  of  an  undisciplined 
imagination)  was  increased  to  a  great  degree,  when  he  saw  the 
beauties  that  had  struck  him  in  the  closet,  heightened  by  the 
utmost  perfection  of  theatrical  exhibition.  In  the  last  years  of 
his  life,  he  sometimes  amused  himself,  at  a  leisure  hour,  in 
supporting  his  theoretical  conclusions  on  these  subjects,  by  the 
fieusts  which  his  subsequent  studies  and  observations  had  sug- 
gested ;  and  he  intended,  if  he  had  lived,  to  have  prepared  the 
result  of  these  labours  for  the  pres&  Of  this  work,  he  has  left 
for  publication  a  short  fragment;  but  he  had  not  proceeded 

*  See  the  Prefiuse  to  Voltaire's  Oed^  editioQ  of  1729. 
VOL.  X.  D 
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far  enough  to  apply  his  doctrine  to  versifieation  and  to  the 
theatre.  As  his  notions,  however,  with  respect  to  these  were 
a  favourite  topic  of  his  conversation,  and  were  intimately  con- 
nected with  his  general  principles  of  criticism,  it  would  have 
been  improper  to  pass  them  over  in  this  sketch  of  his  life ;  and 
I  even  thought  it  proper  to  detail  them  at  greater  length  than 
the  comparative  importance  of  the  subject  would  have  justified, 
if  he  had  carried  his  plans  into  execution.  Whether  his  love 
of  system,  added  to  his  partiality  for  the  French  drama,  may 
not  have  led  him,  in  this  instance,  to  generalize  a  littie  too 
much  his  conclusions,  and  to  overlook  some  peculiarities  in  the 
language  and  versification  of  that  country,  I  shall  not  take 
upon  me  to  determine. 

In  October  1766,  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  returned  to  London. 
His  Grace,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  several  particulars  in 
the  foregoing  narrative,  wiD,  I  hope,  forgive  the  liberfy  I  take 
in  transcribing  one  paragraph  in  his  own  words : — ^^  In  October 
1766,  we  returned  to  London,  after  having  spent  near  three 
years  together,  without  the  slightest  disagreement  or  coolness ; 
—on  my  part^  with  every  advantage  that  could  be  expected 
from  the  society  of  such  a  man.  We  continued  to  live  in 
friendship  till  the  hour  of  his  death ;  and  I  shall  always  remain 
with  the  impression  of  having  lost  a  firiend  whom  I  loved  and 
respected,  not  only  for  his  great  talents,  but  for  every  private 
virtue.* 

The  retirement  in  which  Mr.  Smith  passed  his  next  ten 
years,  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  unsettied  mode  of  life 
he  had  been  for  some  tjme  accustomed  to,  but  was  so  congenial 
to  his  natural  disposition,  and  to  his  first  habits,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  he  was  ever  persuaded  to  leave  it 
During  the  whole  of  this  period  (with  the  exception  of  a  few 
visits  to  Edinburgh  and  London)  he  remained  with  his  mother 
at  Kirkaldy ;  occupied  habitually  in  intense  study,  but  un- 
bending his  mind  at  times  in  the  company  of  some  of  his  old 
school-fellows,  whose  '^  sober  wishes"  had  attached  them  to  the 
place  of  their  birth.  In  the  society  of  such  men,  Mr.  Smith 
delighted ;  and  to  them  he  was  endeared,  not  only  by  his 
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simple  and  unaasaming  manners,  but  by  the  perfect  knowledge 
they  all  posseflsed  of  those  domestic  virtues  which  had  dis- 
tinguished him  from  his  in£Euicy. 

Mr.  Hume,  who  (as  he  tells  us  himself)  considered  '*  a  town 
as  the  true  scene  for  a  man  of  letters,"  made  many  attempts  to 
seduce  him  from  his  retirement  In  a  letter,  dated  in  1772, 
he  urges  him  to  pass  some  time  with  him  in  Edinburgh.  '^  I 
shall  not  take  any  excuse  from  your  state  of  health,  which  I 
suppose  only  a  subterfuge  invented  by  indolence  and  love  of 
solituda  Indeed,  my  dear  Smith,  if  you  continue  to  hearken 
to  complaints  of  this  nature,  you  will  cut  yourself  out  entirely 
from  human  society,  to  the  great  loss  of  both  parties."  In 
another  letter,  dated  in  1769,  from  his  house  in  James's  Court, 
(which  commanded  a  prospect  of  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  of 
the  opposite  coast  of  Fife,)  '^  I  am  glad,"  says  he,  "  to  have 
come  within  sight  of  you;  but  as  I  would  also  be  within 
speaking  terms  of  you,  I  wish  we  could  concert  measures  for 
that  purpose.  I  am  mortally  sick  at  sea,  and  regard  with 
horror  and  a  kind  of  hydrophobia  the  great  gulf  that  lies 
between  us.  I  am  also  tired  of  travelling,  as  much  as  you 
ought  naturally  to  be  of  staying  at  home.  I  therefore  propose 
to  you  to  come  hither,  and  pass  some  days  with  me  in  this 
solitude.  I  want  to  know  what  you  have  been  doing,  and 
propose  to  exact  a  rigorous  account  of  the  method  in  which 
you  have  employed  yourself  during  your  retreat.  I  am  posi- 
tive you  are  in  the  wrong  in  many  of  your  speculations 
especially  where  you  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  me. 
All  these  are  reascms  for  our  meeting,  and  I  wish  you  would 
make  me  some  reasonable  proposal  for  that  purpose.  There  is 
no  habitation  in  the  island  of  Inchkeith,  otherwise  I  should 
challenge  you  to  meet  me  on  that  spot,  and  neither  of  us  ever 
to  leave  the  place,  till  we  were  fuUy  agreed  on  all  points  of 
controversy.  I  expect  General  Conway  here  to-morrow,  whom 
I  shall  attend  to  Boseneath,  and  I  shall  remain  there  a  few 
days.  On  my  return,  I  hope  to  find  a  letter  from  you,  con- 
taining a  bold  acceptance  of  this  defiance." 

At  length  (in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1776)  Mr.  Smith 
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aocoonted  to  the  world  for  his  long  retreat,  by  the  publication 
of  his  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Causes  of  the  WeaUh  of 
Nations.  A  letter  of  congratulation  on  this  event,  from  Mr. 
Hume,  is  now  before  me.  It  is  dated  let  April  1776,  (about 
six  months  before  Mr.  Hume's  death,)  and  discovers  an  amiable 
solicitude  about  his  friend's  literary  fame.  ^^Euge!  Belle! 
Dear  Mr.  Smith, — I  am  much  pleased  with  your  performance, 
and  the  perusal  of  it  has  taken  me  from  a  state  of  great 
anxiety.  It  was  a  work  of  so  much  expectation,  by  yourself, 
by  your  friends,  and  by  the  public,  that  I  trembled  for  its 
appearance;  but  am  now  much  relieved.  Not  but  that  the 
reading  of  it  necessarily  requires  so  much  attention,  and  the 
public  is  disposed  to  give  so  little,  that  I  shall  still  doubt  for 
some  time  of  it«  being  at  first  very  popular.  But  it  has  depth 
and  soUdity  and  acuteness,  and  is  so  much  illustrated  by  curious 
facts,  that  it  must  at  last  take  the  public  attention.  It  is  pro- 
bably much  improved  by  your  last  abode  in  London.  If  you 
were  here  at  my  fireside,  I  should  dispute  some  of  your  prin- 
ciples. ....  But  these,  and  a  hundred  other  points,  are  fit 
only  to  be  discussed  in  conversation.  I  hope  it  will  be  soon ; 
for  I  am  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health,  and  cannot  afford  a  long 
delay." 

Of  a  book  which  is  now  so  universally  known  as  The  WealiJi 
o/NationSj  it  might  be  considered  perhaps  as  superfluous  to 
give  a  particular  analysis ;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  limits  of  this 
Essay  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  attempt  it  at  present  A 
few  remarks,  however,  on  the  object  and  tendency  of  the  work 
may,  I  hope,  be  introduced  without  impropriety.  The  history 
of  a  philosopher's  life  can  contain  little  more  than  the  history 
of  his  speculations ;  and  in  the  case  of  such  an  author  as  Mr. 
Smith,  whose  studies  were  systematically  directed  from  his 
youth  to  subjects  of  the  last  importance  to  human  happiness, 
a  review  of  his  writings,  while  it  serves  to  illustrate  the  pecu- 
liarities of  his  genius,  affords  the  most  faithful  picture  of  his 
character  as  a  maa 
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SECTION  IV. 

OF  THE  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  NATUBE  AND  OAUBBS  OF 
THE  WEALTH  OF  NATIONa^ 

An  historical  view  of  the  different  forms  under  which  human 
affidrs  have  appeared  in  different  ages  and  nations^  naturally 
suggests  the  question^  Whether  the  experience  of  former  times 
may  not  now  furnish  some  general  principles  to  enlighten  and 
direct  the  policy  of  future  legislators  ?  The  discussion,  how- 
ever, to  which  this  question  leads,  is  of  singular  difficulty: 
as  it  requires  an  accurate  analysis  of  by  far  the  most  compli- 
cated class  of  phenomena  that  can  possibly  engage  our  atten- 
tion, those  which  result  from  the  intricate  and  often  the 
imperceptible  mechanism  of  political  society; — a  subject  of 
observation  which  seems,  at  first  view,  so  little  commensurate 
to  our  faculties,  that  it  has  been  generally  regarded  with  the 
same  passive  emotions  of  wonder  and  submission,  with  which, 
in  the  material  world,  we  survey  the  effects  produced  by  the 
mysterious  and  uncontrollable  operation  of  physical  causes. 
It  is  fortunate  that  upon  this,  as  upon  many  other  occasions, 
the  difficulties  which  had  long  baffled  the  efforts  of  solitary 
genius  begin  to  appear  less  formidable  to  the  united  exertions 
of  the  race ;  and  that  in  proportion  as  the  experience  and  the 
reasonings  of  different  individuals  are  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
same  objects,  and  are  combined  in  such  a  manner  as  to  illus- 
trate and  to  limit  each  other,  the  science  of  Politics  assumes 
more  and  more  that  systematical  form  which  encourages  and 
aids  the  labours  of  future  inquirers. 

■ 

^  The  length  to  which  this  Memoir  in  printing  the  foUowxng  Section,  to 

has  ah^ady  extended,  together   with  confine  myself  to  a  much  more  general 

tome  other  reasons  which  it  is  nnneces-  Tiew  of  ihe  subject  than  I  onoe  in- 

saiy  to  mention  here,  haye  induced  me,  tended. — See  Note  G. 
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In  proflecutiDg  the  science  of  Politics  on  this  plan,  little 
assistance  is  to  be  derived  from  the  specolations  of  ancient 
philosophers^  the  greater  part  of  whom,  in  their  political  in- 
quiries, confined  their  attention  to  a  comparison  of  the  di£Ferent 
forms  of  government,  and  to  an  examination  of  the  provisions 
they  made  for  perpetuating  their  own  existence,  and  for  extend- 
ing the  glory  of  the  State.  It  was  reserved  for  modem  times 
to  investigate  those  universal  principles  of  justice  and  of 
expediency,  which  ought,  under  every  form  of  government, 
to  regulate  the  social  order;  and  of  which  the  object  is,  to 
make  as  equitable  a  distribution  as  possible,  among  all  the 
difiierent  members  of  a  conmiunity,  of  the  advantages  arising 
from  the  political  union. 

The  invention  of  printing  was  perhaps  necessary  to  prepare 
the  way  for  these  researches.  In  those  departments  of  literature 
and  of  science,  where  genius  finds  within  itself  the  materials  of 
its  labours ;  in  poetry,  in  pure  geometry,  and  in  some  branches 
of  moral  philosophy ; — the  ancients  have  not  only  laid  the  foun- 
dations on  which  we  are  to  build,  but  have  left  great  and 
finished  models  for  our  imitation.  But  in  physics,  where  our 
progress  depends  on  an  immense  collection  of  facts,  and  on  a 
combination  of  the  accidental  lights  daily  struck  out  in  the 
innumerable  walks  of  observation  and  experiment;  and  in 
politics,  where  the  materials  of  our  theories  are  equally  scat- 
tered, and  are  collected  and  arranged  with  still  greater  difficulty, 
the  means  of  communication  afforded  by  the  press^  have,  in  the 
course  of  two  centuries^  accelerated  the  progress  of  the  human 
mind,  &x  beyond  what  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  our  prede- . 
cessors  could  have  imagined. 

The  progress  already  made  in  this  science,  inconsiderable  as 
it  is  in  comparison  of  what  may  be  yet  expected,  has  been 
sufficient  to  show,  that  the  happiness  of  mankind  depends^  not 
on  the  share  which  the  people  possesses,  directiy  or  indirectiy, 
in  the  enactment  of  laws,  but  on  the  equity  and  expediency  of 
the  laws  that  are  enacted.  The  share  which  the  people  pos- 
sesses in  the  government  is  interesting  chiefly  to  the  small 
number  of  men  whose  object  is  the  attainment  of  political 
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importance;  but  the  equity  aud  expediency  of  the  laws  are 
interesting  to  every  member  of  the  community:  and  more 
especially  to  those  whose  personal  insignificance  leaves  them 
no  encouragement,  but  what  they  derive  firom  the  general 
spirit  of  the  government  under  which  they  live. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  most  important  branch  of 
political  science  is  that  which  has  for  its  object  to  ascertain  Ihe 
philosophical  principles  of  jurisprudence ;  or  (as  Mr.  Smith 
expresses  it)  to  ascertain  "  the  general  principles  which  ought 
to  run  through  and  be  the  foundation  of  the  laws  of  _all 
nations.**^  In  countries  where  the  prejudices  of  the  people  are 
widely  at  variance  with  these  principles,  the  political  liberty 
which  the  constitution  bestows,  only  furnishes  them  with  the 
means  of  accomplishing  their  own  ruin :  And  if  it  were  pos- 
sible to  suppose  these  principles  completely  realized  in  any 
system  of  laws,  the  people  would  have  little  reason  to  complain, 
that  they  were  not  immediately  instrumental  in  their  enactment 
The  only  infallible  criterion  of  the  excellence  of  any  constitu- 
tion is  to  be  found  in  the  detail  of  its  municipal  code ;  and  the 
value  which  wise  men  set  on  political  freedom,  arises  chiefly 
from  the  fistcility  it  is  supposed  to  afford,  for  the  introduction  of 
those  legislative  improvements  which  the  general  interests  of  the 
community  recommend;  [combined  with  the  security  it  pro- 
vides in  tiie  light  and  spirit  of  the  people,  for  the  pure  and 
equal  administration  of  justice.*^] — I  cannot  help  adding,  that 
the  eapacity  of  a  people  to  exercise  political  rights  with  utility 
to  themselves  and  to  their  country,  presupposes  a  diffusion  of 
knowledge  and  of  good  morals,  which  can  only  result  from  the 
previous  operation  of  laws  favourable  to  industry,  to  order,. and 
to  freedom. 

Of  the  truth  of  these  remarks,  enlightened  politicians  seem 
now  to  be  in  general  convinced,  for  the  most  celebrated  works 
which  have  been  produced  in  the  different  countries  of  Europe, 
during  the  last  thirty  years,  by  Smith,  Quesnai,  Turgot,  Cam- 
pomanes,  Beccaria,  and  others,  have  aimed  at  the  improvement 

>  See  the  coocknon  of  hiB  Theory  of  Mond  SentimeiiU,    [Part  YJL  toot  i?.] 
*  [fVom  Author's  Uut  addUioiu.1 
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of  society, — not  by  delineating  plans  of  new  constitutions,  bat 
by  enlightening  the  policy  of  actual  legislatora.  Such  specula- 
tions, while  they  are  more  essentially  and  more  extensively 
usefiil  than  any  others,  have  no  tendency  to  unhinge  established 
institutions,  or  to  inflame  the  passions  of  the  multitude.  The 
improvements  they  recommend  are  to  be  effected  by  means  too 
gradual  and  slow  in  their  operation,  to  warm  the  imaginations 
of  any  but  of  the  speculative  few,  and  in  proportion  as  they  are 
adopted,  they  consolidate  the  political  fabric,  and  enlarge  the 
basis  upon  which  it  rests. 

To  direct  the  policy  of  nations  with  respect  to  one  most 
important  class  of  its  laws,  those  which  form  its  system  of 
Political  Economy,  is  the  great  "aim  of  Mr.  Smith's  Inquiry: 
And  he  has  unquestionably  had  the  merit  of  presenting  to  tiie 
world,  the  most  comprehensive  and  perfect  work  that  has  yet 
appeared,  on  the  general  principles  of  any  branch  of  legislation. 
The  example  which  he  has  set  will  be  followed,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  in  due  time,  by  other  writers,  for  whom  the  internal 
policy  of  states  furnishes  many  other  subjects  of  discussion  no 
less  curious  and  interesting,  and  may  accelerate  the  progress  of 
that  science  which  Lord  Bacon  has  so  well  described  in  the  fol- 
lowing passage : — ^^  Finis  et  scopus  quem  leges  intueri,  atqne 
ad  quem  jussiones  et  sanctiones  suas  dirigere  debent,  non  alius 
est,  quam  ut  dves  felidter  degant :  id  fiet,  si  pietate  et  religione 
recte  instituti ;  moribus  honesti ;  armis  adversus  hostes  exter- 
nos  tuti  ;  legum  auxilio  adversus  seditiones  et  privatas  injuiias 
muniti ;  imperio  et  magistratibus  obsequentes ;  copiis  et  opibus 
locupletes  et  florentes  fuerint  .  .  .  Certe  cognitio  ista  ad 
viros  dviles  proprie  spectat;  qui  optime  ndrunt^  quid  ferat 
sodetas  humana^  quid  salus  populi,  quid  s^quitas  naturalis, 
quid  gentium  mores,  quid  rerumpublicarum  formed  diverssB : 
ideoque  possint  do  legibus,  ex  prindpiis  et  preeceptis  tarn  aoqui- 
tatis  naturalis,  quam  politices  deoemere.  Quamobrem  id  nunc 
agatur,  ut  fontes  justitisB  et  utilitatis  pnUicsd  petantur,  et  in 
singulis  juris  partibus  character  quidam  et  idea  justi  exhibeatur, 
ad  quam  particularinm  regnorum  et  rerumpublicarum  leges 
probare,  atque  inde  emendationem  moliri,  quisque,  cul  hoc 
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cordi  erit  et  corsB,  poesit.'''^  The  enmneration  contained  in  the 
foregoing  passage,  of  the  dififeient  objects  of  law,  coincides  very 
nearly  with  that  given  by  Mr.  Smith  in  the  conclusion  of  his 
Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments^  and  the  precise  aim  of  the  poli- 
tical speculations  which  he  then  announced,  and  of  which  he 
afterwards  published  so  valuable  a  part  in  his  WeaWi  of 
Nations  J  was  to  ascertain  the  general  principles  of  justice  and 
of  expediency,  which  ought  to  guide  the  institutions  of  legisla- 
tors on  these  important  articles ; — in  the  words  of  Lord  Bacon, 
to  ascertain  those  leges  legunij  ^  ex  quibus  infonnatio  peti 
possit,  quid  in  singulis  legibus  bene  aut  perperam  positum  aut 
constitutum  sit^t 

The  branch  of  legislation  which  Mr.  Smith  has  made  choice 
of  as  the  subject  of  his  work,  naturally  leads  me  to  remark  a 
very  striking  contrast  between  the  spirit  of  ancient  and  of 
modern  policy  in  respect  to  the  Wealth  of  Nations.^  The 
great  object  of  the  former  was  to  counteract  the  love  of  money 
and  a  taste  for  luxury,  by  positive  institutions ;  and  to  main- 
tain in  the  great  body  of  the  people,  habits  of  frugality  and  a 
severity  of  manners.  The  decline  of  states  is  uniformly  as- 
cribed by  the  philosophers  and  historians,  both  of  Greece  and 
Bome,  to  the  influence  of  riches  on  national  character;  and  the 
laws  of  Lycurgus,  which,  during  a  course  of  ages,  banished  the 
precious  metals  from  Sparta,  are  proposed  by  many  of  them  as 
the  most  perfect  model  of  legislation  devised  by  human  wisdom. 
How  opposite  to  this  is  the  doctrine  of  modem  politicians  I 
Far  from  considering  poverty  as  an  advantage  to  a  state,  their 
great  aim  is  to  open  new  sources  of  national  opulence,  and  to 
animate  the  activity  of  all  classes  of  the  people  by  a  taste  for 
the  comforts  and  acconmiodations  of  life. 

One  principal  cause  of  this  difference  between  the  spirit  of 
ancient  and  of  modem  policy,  may  be  found  in  the  difference 
between  the  sources  of  national  wealth  in  ancient  and  in 
modem  times.  In  ages  when  commerce  and  manufactures 
were  yet  in  their  infancy,  and  among  states  constituted  like 


*[DeAugfn.  SdeiU.JAb,YlIl.c,m]         ^  Saenee  de  la  LeguHation^  par  le 
t  [Ibid.]  CheT.  Filangieri,  Liv.  I.  chap.  ziiL 
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most  of  the  ancient  republics,  a  sudden  influx  of  riches  from 
abroad  was  justly  dreaded  as  an  evil,  alarming  to  the  morals, 
to  the  industry,  and  to  the  freedom  of  a  people.  So  different, 
however,  is  the  case  at  present,  that  the  most  wealthy  nations 
are  those  where  the  people  are  the  most  laborious,  and  where 
they  enjoy  the  greatest  degree  of  liberty.  Nay,  it  was  the 
general  diffusion  of  wealth  among  the  lower  orders  of  men, 
which  first  gave  birth  to  the  spirit  of  independence  in  modem 
Europe,  and  which  has  produced  under  some  of  its  govern- 
ments, and  especiaUy  under  our  own,  a  more  equal  diffusion  of 
freedom  and  of  happiness  than  took  place  under  the  most 
celebrated  constitutions  of  antiquity. 

Without  this  diffusion  of  wealth  among  the  lower  orders,  the 
important  effects  resulting  from  the  invention  of  printing  would 
have  been  extremely  limited,  for  a  certain  degree  of  ease  and 
independence  is  necessary  to  inspire  men  with  the  desire  of 
knowledge,  and  to  afford  them  the  leisure  which  is  requisite  for 
acquiring  it ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  rewards  which  such  a  state 
of  society  holds  up  to  industry  and  ambition,  that  the  selfish 
passions  of  the  multitude  can  be  interested  in  the  intelleotual 
improvement  of  their  children.  The  extensive  propagation  of 
light  and  refinement  arising  firom  the  influence  of  the  press, 
aided  by  the  spirit  of  commerce,  seems  to  be  the  remedy  pro- 
vided by  nature,  against  the  fatal  effects  which  would  otherwise 
be  produced,  by  the  subdivision  of  labour  accompanying  the 
progress  of  the  mechanical  arts:  nor  is  anything  wanting  to 
make  the  remedy  effectual,  but  wise  institutions  to  &cilitate 
general  instruction,  and  to  adapt  the  education  of  individuals 
to  the  stations  they  are  to  occupy.  The  mind  of  the  artist 
[artisan  ?],  which,  from  the  limited  sphere  of  his  activity,  would 
sink  below  the  level  of  the  peasant  or  the  savage,  might  receive 
in  infancy  the  means  of  intellectual  enjoyment,  and  the  seeds 
of  moral  improvement;  and  even  tlie  insipid  uniformity  of  his 
professional  engagements,  by  presenting  no  object  to  awaken, 
his  ingenuity  or  to  distract  his  attention,  might  leave  him  at 
liberty  to  employ  his  Acuities  on  subjects  more  interesting  to 
himself,  and  more  extensively  useful  to  others. 
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These  effects,  notwithstanding  a  variety  of  opposing  causes 
which  still  exist,  have  already  resulted,  in  a  very  sensible  de- 
gree, from  the  liberal  policy  of  modern  times.  Mr.  Hume,  in 
his  Esmy  on  Commerce^  after  taking  notice  of  the  numerous 
armies  raised  and  maintained  by  the  small  republics  in  the 
ancient  world,  ascribes  the  military  power  of  these  states  to 
their  want  of  commerce  and  luxury.  '^  Few  artisans  were 
maintained  by  the  labour  of  the  farmers^  and  therefore  more 
soldiers  might  live  upon  it'  He  adds,  however,  that  ^  the  policy 
of  ancient  times  was  violent,  and  contrary  to  the  natural 
course  of  things;" — by  which,  I  presume  he  means,  that  it 
aimed  too  much  at  modifying,  by  the  force  of  positive  institu- 
tions, the  order  of  society,  according  to  some  preconceived  idea 
of  expediency,  without  trusting  sufficiently  to  those  principles 
of  the  human  constitution,  which,  wherever  they  are  allowed 
free  scope,  not  only  conduct  mankind  to  happiness,  but  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  progressive  improvement  in  their  condition 
and  in  their  character.  The  advantages  which  modem  policy 
possesses  over  the  ancient,  arise  principally  from  its  conformity, 
in  some  of  the  most  important  articles  of  Political  Economy,  to 
an  order  of  things  recommended  by  nature  ;  and  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  shew,  that  where  it  remains  imperfect,  its  errors 
maybe  traced  to  the  restraints  it  imposes  on  the  natural  course 
of  human  affidrs.  Indeed,  in  these  restraints  may  be  discovered 
the  latent  seeds  of  many  of  the  prejudices  and  follies  which  infect 
modem  manners,  and  which  have  so  long  bid  defiance  to  the 
reasonings  of  the  philosopher  and  the  ridicule  of  the  satirist 

The  foregoing  very  imperfect  hints  appeared  to  me  to  form, 
not  only  a  proper,  but  in  some  measure  a  necessary  introduc- 
tion to  the  few  remarks  I  have  to  offer  on  Mr.  Smith's  Inquiry ^ 
as  they  tend  to  illustrate  a  connexion  between  his  system  of 
commercial  politics,  and  those  speculations  of  his  earlier  years, 
in  which  he  aimed  more  professedly  at  the  advancement  of 
human  improvement  and  happiness.  It  is  this  view  of  Politi- 
cal Economy  that  can  alone  render  it  interesting  to  the  mora- 
list, and  can  dignify  calculations  of  profit  and  loss  in  the  eye 
of  the  philosopher.    Mr.  Smith  has  alluded  to  it  in  various 
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passages  of  his  work,  but  he  has  nowhere  ezpIaiDed  himself 
fidly  on  the  subject ;  and  the  great  stress  he  has  laid  on  the 
effects  of  the  divmon  of  labour  in  increasing  its  productive 
powers,  seems,  at  first  sight,  to  point  to  a  different  and  very 
melancholy  conclusion ; — ^that  the  same  causes  which  promote 
the  progress  of  the  arts,  tend  to  degrade  the  mind  of  the  artist, 
and,  of  consequence,  that  the  growth  of  national  wealth  implies 
a  sacrifice  of  the  character  of  the  people. 

The  fundamental  doctrines  of  Mr.  Smith's  system  are  now  so 
generally  known,  that  it  would  have  been  tedious  to  offer  any 
recapitulation  of  them  in  this  place,  even  if  I  could  have  hoped 
to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  within  the  limits  which  I  have  pre- 
scribed to  myself  at  present  I  shall  content  myself,  therefore, 
with  remarUng  in  general  terms,  that  the  great  and  leading 
object  of  his  speculations  is,  to  illustrate  the  provision  made  by 
nature  in  the  principles  of  the  human  mind,  and  in  the  circum- 
stances of  man's  external  situation,  for  a  gradual  and  progres- 
sive augmentation  in  the  means  of  national  wealth ;  and  to 
demonstrate,  that  the  most  effectual  plan  for  advancing  a 
people  to  greatness,  is  to  maintain  that  order  of  things  which 
nature  has  pointed  out,  by  allowing  every  man,  as  long  as  he 
observes  the  rules  of  justice,  to  pursue  his  own  interest  in  his 
own  way,  and  to  bring  both  his  industry  and  his  capital  into 
the  fireest  competition  with  those  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Eveiy 
system  of  policy  which  endeavours,  either  by  extraordinary  en- 
couragements to  draw  towards  a  particular  species  of  industry 
a  greater  share  of  the  capital  of  the  society  than  what  would 
naturally  go  to  it,  or,  by  extraordinary  restraints,  to  force  firom 
a  particular  species  of  industry  some  share  of  the  capital  which 
would  otherwise  be  employed  in  it,  is,  in  reality,  subversive  of 
the  great  purpose  which  it  means  to  promota 

What  the  circumstances  are,  which,  in  modem  Europe,  have 
contributed  to  disturb  this  order  of  nature,  and,  in  particular, 
to  encourage  the  industry  of  towns,  at  the  expense  of  that  of 
the  country,  Mr.  Smith  has  investigated  with  great  ingenuity, 
and  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  throw  much  new  light  on  the 
history  of  that  state  of  society  which  prevails  in  this  quarter  of 
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the  globe.  His  observations  on  this  .subject  tend  to  shew^  that 
these  circumstances  were,  in  their  &rst  origin,  the  natural  and 
the  unavoidable  result  of  the  peculiar  situation  of  mankind 
during  a  certain  period,  and  that  they  took  their  rise,  not  fix>m 
any  general  scheme  of  policy,  but  from  the  private  interests 
and  prejudices  of  particular  orders  of  men. 

The  state  of '  society,  however,  which  at  first  arose  from  a 
singular  combination  of  accidents,  has  been  prolonged  much 
beyond  its  natural*  period;  by  a  false  system  of  Political  Eco- 
nomy, propagated  by-  merchants  and  manufacturers,  a  class  of 
individuals  whose  interest  is  not  always  the  same  with  that  of 
the  public,  and  whose  professional  knowledge  gave  them  many 
advantages,  more  particularly  in  the  infancy  of  this  branch  of 
science,  in  defending  those  opinions  which  they  wished  to  en- 
courage. By  means  of  this  system,  a  new  set  of  obstacles  to 
the  progress  of  national  prosperity  has  been  created  Those 
which  arose  from  the  disorders  of  the  feudal  ages,  tended 
directly  to  disturb  the  internal  arrangements  of  society,  by 
obstructing  the  free  circulation  of  labour  and  of  stock,  from 
emplojrment  to  employment,  and  from  place  to  place.  The 
false  system  of  Political  Economy  which  has  been  hitherto 
prevalent,  as  its  professed  object  has  been  to  regulate  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  different  nations,  has  produced  its 
effect  in  a  way  less  direct  and  less  manifest,  but  equally 
prejudicial  to  the  states  that  have  adopted  it 

On  this  system,  as  it  took  its  rise  from  the  prejudices,  or 
rather  from  the  interested  views  of  mercantile  speculators,  Mr. 
Smith  bestows  the  titie  of  the  Cammercial  or  Mercaniile  Sys- 
tem ;  and  he  has  considered  at  great  length  its  two  principal 
expedients  for  enriching  a  nation :  restraints  upon  importation,! 
and  encouragements  to  exportation.  Part  of  these  expedients,; 
he  observes,  have  been  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  monopoly,  and 
part  by  a  spirit  of  jealousy  against  those  countries  with  which 
the  balance  of  trade  is  supposed  to  be  disadvantageous.  All  of 
them  appear  clearly,  from  his  reasonings,  to  have  a  tendency 
unfavourable  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation  which  imposes  thent 
His  remarks  with  respect  to  the  jealousy  of  conmierce  are  ex- 
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pressed  in  a  tone  of  indignation,  which  be  seldom  aasames  in 
his  political  writings. 

'^  In  this  manner/'  says  he,  ^^  the  sneaking  arts  of  underling 
tradesmen  are  erected  into  political  maxims  for  the  conduct  of 
a  great  empire.  ...  By  such  maxims  as  these,  nations  have 
been  taught  that  their  interest  consisted  in  beggaring  all  their 
neighbours.  Each  nation  has  been  made  to  look  with  an 
invidious  eye  upon  the  prosperity  of  all  the  nations  with  which 
it  trades,  and  to  consider  their  gain  as  its  own  los&  Commerce, 
which  ought  naturally  to  be  among  nations  as  among  indi- 
viduals, a  bond  of  union  and  friendship,  has  become  the  most 
fertile  source  of  discord  and  animosity.  The  capricious  ambi- 
tion of  kings  and  ministers  has  not,  during  the  present  and  the 
preceding  century,  been  more  fatal  to  the  repose  of  Europe, 
than  the  impertinent  jealousy  of  merchants  and  manu&cturera 
The  violence  and  injustice  of  the  rulers  of  mankind  is  an  ancient 
evil,  for  which,  perhaps,  the  nature  of  human  afiEairs  can  scarce 
admit  of  a  remedy.  But  the  mean  rapacity,  the  monopolizmg 
spirit  of  merchants  and  manu&cturers,  who  neither  are,  nor 
ought  to  be,  the  rulers  of  mankind,  though  it  cannot  perhaps 
be  corrected,  may  veiy  easUy  be  prevented  from  disturbing  the 
tranquillity  of  any  body  but  themselve&'''^ 

Such  are  the  liberal  principles  which,  according  to  Mr, 
Smith,  ought  to  direct  the  commercial  policy  of  nations ;  and 
of  which  it  ought  to  be  the  great  object  of  legislators  to  £Eunli- 
tate  the  establishment  In  what  manner  the  execution  of  the 
theory  should  be  conducted  in  particular  instances,  is  a  question 
of  a  very  different  nature,  and  to  which  the  answer  must  vary, 
in  different  countries,  according  to  the  different  circumstances 
of  the  case.  In  a  speculative  work,  such  as  Mr.  Smithy  the 
consideration  of  this  question  did  not  fall  properly  under  his 
general  plan ;  but  that  he  was  abundantly  aware  of  the  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  a  rash  application  of  political  theories, 
appears  not  only  from  the  general  strain  of  his  writings,  but 
from  some  incidental  observations  which  he  has  expressly 
made  upon  the  subject    '^  So  unfortunate,''  says  he,  in  one 

•  [Wealth  of  NatWM,  Book  IV.  chap.  lii. ;  YoL  IL pp.  248, 244,  teath  •dition.] 
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passage,  '^  are  the  effects  of  all  the  regulations  of  the  mercantile 
system,  that  they  not  only  introduce  very  dangerous  disorders 
into  tlie  state  of  the  body  politic,  but  disorders  which  it  is  often 
difficult  to  remedy,  without  occasioning,  for  a  time  at  least, 
still  greater  disorders. — ^In  what  manner,  therefore,  the  natural 
system  of  perfect  liberty  and  justice  ought  gradually  to  be 
restored,  we  must  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  future  statesmen 
and  legislators  to  determine/'*^  In  the  last  edition  of  his  Theory 
of  Moral  SentimenUy  he  has  introduced  some  remarks  which 
have  an  obvious  reference  to  the  same  important  doctrine. 
The  following  passage  seems  to  refer  more  particularly  to  those 
derangements  of  the  social  order  which  derived  their  origin 
from  the  feudal  institutions. 

^The  man  whose  pubUc  spirit  is  prompted  altogether  by 
humanity  and  benevolence,  will  respect  the  established  powers 
and  privileges  even  of  individuals,  and  still  more  of  the  great 
orders  and  societies  into  which  the  state  is  divided.  Though 
he  should  consider  some  of  them  as  in  some  measure  abusive, 
he  will  content  himself  with  moderating,  what  he  often  cannot 
annihilate  without  great  violence.  When  he  cannot  conquer 
the  rooted  prejudices  of  the  people  by  reason  and  persuasion,  he 
will  not  attempt  to  subdue  them  by  force ;  but  will  religiously 
observe  what,  by  Cicero,  is  justly  called  the  divine  maxim  of 
Plato,  never  to  use  violence  to  his  country  no  more  than  to  his 
parent&  He  will  accommodate,  as  well  as  he  can,  his  public 
arrangements  to  the  confirmed  habits  and  prejudices  of  the 
people ;  and  will  remedy,  as  well  as  he  can,  the  inconveniences 
which  may  flow  from  the  want  of  those  regulations  which  the 
people  are  adverse  to  submit  to.  When  he  cannot  establish 
the  right^  he  will  not  disdain  to  ameliorate  the  wrong;  but 
like  Solon,  when  he  cannot  establish  the  best  system  of  laws,  he 
will  endeavour  to  establish  the  best  that  the  people  can  bear.'^t 

These  cautions  with  respect  to  the  practical  application  of 
general  principles  were  peculiarly  necessary  from  the  Author  of 
The  WeaWi  of  NaUona  ;  as  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade, 

*  [Ilnd.  Book  lY.  chap.  vii.  toL  li.  pp.  f  [Part  YL  Mct  ii.  ohap.  ii.,  aixth 
42S,  427,  tenth  edition.]  and  later  editiom.] 
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which  it  is  the  chief  aim  of  his  work  to  recommend,  is  extremely 
apt,  by  flattering  the  indolence  of  the  statesman,  to  suggest  to 
those  who  are  invested  with  absolute  power,  the  idea  of  carry- 
ing it  into  immediate  execution.  ^  Nothing  is  more  adverse  to 
the  tranquillity  of  a  statesman,*"  says  the  author  of  an  Eloge  on 
the  Administration  of  Gdtbert,  ^  than  a  spirit  of  moderation ; 
because  it  condemns  him  to  perpetual  observation,  shows  him 
every  moment  the  insufficiency  of  his  wisdom,  and  leaves  him 
the  melancholy  sense  of  his  own  imperfection;  while,  under 
the  shelter  of  a  few  general  principles,  a  systematical  politician 
enjoys  a  perpetual  calm.  By  the  help  of  one  alone,  that  of  a 
perfect  liberty  of  trade,  he  would  govern  the  world,  and  would 
leave  human  affidrs  to  arrange  themselves  at  pleasure,  under 
the  operation  of  the  prejudices  and  the  self-interests  of  indi- 
viduals. K  these  run  counter  to  each  other,  he  gives  himself 
no  anxiety  about  the  consequence;  he  insists  that  the  result 
cannot  be  judged  of  till  after  a  century  or  two  shall  have 
elapsed.  If  his  contemporaries,  in  consequence  of  the  disorder 
into  which  he  has  thrown  public  affisurs,  are  scrupulous  about 
submitting  quietly  to  the  experiment,  he  accuses  them  of  im- 
patience. They  alone,  and  not  he,  are  to  blame  for  what  they 
have  suffered ;  and  the  principle  continues  to  be  inculcated 
with  the  same  zeal  and  the  same  confidence  as  before.''  These 
are  the  words  of  the  ingenious  and  eloquent  author  of  the  Ehgt 
on  Colbert  which  obtained  the  prize  from  the  French  Academy 
in  the  year  1763 ;  a  performance  which,  although  confined  and 
erroneous  in  its  speculative  views,  abounds  with  just  and  im- 
portant refiections  of  a  practical  nature.  How  far  his  remarks 
apply  to  that  particular  class  of  politicians  whom  he  had  evi- 
dently in  his  eye  in  the  foregoing  passage,  I  shall  not  presume 
to  decide. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  to  these  observations,  that 
they  do  not  detract  in  the  least  from  the  value  of  those  political 
theories  which  attempt  to  delineate  the  principles  of  a  perfect 
legislation.     Such  theories  (as  I  have  elsewhere  observed^) 

1  ElemmU  of  the  FlOoeophy  cf  the  Human  Mind,  p.  261 ;— [chap.  iy.  2  8,  iupra, 
Works,  Y6L  U.  p.  240.] 
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ought  to  be  considered  "  merely  as  descriptioDS  of  the  vUimate 
objects  at  which  the  statesman  ought  to  aim.  The  tranqnillity 
of  his  administration,  and  the  immediate  saccess  of  his  measures, 
depend  on  his  good  sense  and  his  practical  skill ;  and  his  theo- 
retical principles  only  enable  him  to  direct  his  measures  steadily 
and  wisely,  to  promote  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  man- 
kind, and  prevent  him  from  being  ever  led  astray  £rom  these 
important  ends,  by  more  limited  views  of  temporary  expedience." 
^^  In  all  cases,"  says  Mr.  Hume,  ^'  it  must  be  advantageous  to 
know  what  is  most  perfect  in  the  kind,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
bring  any  real  constitution  or  form  of  government  as  near  it  as 
possible,  by  such  gentle  alterations  and  innovations  as  may  not 
give  too  great  disturbance  to  society."*^ 

The  limits  of  this  Memoir  make  it  impossible  for  me  to 
examine  particularly  the  merit  of  Mr.  Smith's  work  in  point  of 
originality.  That  his  doctrine  concerning  the  freedom  of  trade 
and  of  industry  ccHucides  remarkably  wiUi  that  which  we  find 
in  the  writings  of  the  French  Economists,  appears  from  the 
slight  view  of  their  system  which  he  himself  has  given.  But 
it  surely  cannot  be  pretended  by  the  wannest  admirers  of  that 
system,  that  any  one  of  its  numerous  expositors  has  approached 
to  Mr.  Smith  in  the  precision  and  perspicuity  with  which  he 
has  stated  it,  or  in  the  scientific  and  luminous  manner  in  which 
he- has  deduced  it  from  elementary  principles.  The  awkward- 
ness of  their  technical  language,  and  the  paradoxical  form  in 
which  they  have  chosen  to  present  some  of  their  opinions,  are 
acknowledged  even  by  those  who  are  most  willing  to  do  justice 
to  their  merits ;  whereas  it  may  be  doubted,  with  respect  to 
Mr.  Smith's  Inquiry^  if  there  exists  any  book  beyond  the  circle 
of  the  mathematical  and  physical  sciences,  which  is  at  once  so 
agreeable  in  its  arrangement  to  the  rules  of  a  sound  logic,  and 
so  accessible  to  the  examination  of  ordinary  readers.  Abstract- 
ing entirely  from  the  author's  peculiar  and  original  speculations, 
I  do  not  know  that,  upon  any  subject  whatever,  a  work  has  been 
produced  in  our  times,  containing  so  methodical,  so  compre- 

*  [Euayi^  Vol  I.,  Idea  of  a  Peffett  Ckmm(miM€^:\ 
VOLbZ.  S 
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henfiive,  and  so  judidoos  a  digest  of  all  the  most  profound  and 
enlightened  philosophy  of  the  age.^ 

In  justice  also  to  Mr.  Smith,  it  must  he  ohserved,  that 
although  some  of  the  Economical  writen  had  the  start  of  him 
in  publishing  their  doctrines  to  the  world,  these  doctrines 
appear,  with  respect  to  him,  to  have  been  altogether  original, 
and  the  result  of  his  own  reflections.  Of  this,  I  think,  every 
person  must  be  convinced,  who  reads  the  Ifiquiiry  with  due 
attention,  and  is  at  pains  to  examine  the  gradual  and  beautiful 
progress  of  the  author's  ideas :  but  in  case  any  doubt  should 
remain  on  this  head,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  Mr. 
Smith's  Political  Lectures,  comprehending  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  his  Inquiry  J  were  delivered  at  Glasgow  as  early  as  the 
year  1752  or  1753 ;  at  a  period,  surely,  when  there  existed  no 
French  performance  on  the  subject,  that  could  be  of  much  use 
to  him  in  guiding  his  researches.^  In  the  year  1756,  indeed, 
M.  Turgot  (who  is  said  to  have  imbibed  his  first  notions  con- 
cerning the  unlimited  freedom  of  commerce  £rom  an  old  mer- 
chant, M.  Gk)umay)  pubUshed  in  the  Uncydapedie^  an  article 
which  sufficiently  shows  how  completely  his  mind  was  emanci- 
pated from  the  old  prejudices  in  feivour  of  commercial  regula- 
tions :  But  that  even  then,  these  opinions  were  confined  to  a 
few  speculative  men  in  France,  appears  from  a  passage  in  the 
Memoirea  sur  la  Vie  et  lea  Ouvrages  de  M.  Turgot;  in  which, 
after  a  short  quotation  from  the  article  just  mentioned,  ihe 
author  adds: — ''These  ideas  were  then  considered  as  para- 
doxical ;  they  are  since  become  common,  and  they  will  one  day 
be  adopted  universally.'' 

The  Political  Discourses  of  Mr.  Hume  were  evidently  of 
greater  use  to  Mr.  Smith,  than  any  other  book  that  had 
appeared  prior  to  his  Lectures.  Even  Mr.  Hume's  theories, 
however,  though  always  plausible  and  ingenious,  and  in  most 

1  See  Note  H.  EphimSndm  du   (Xtoym.     See   tbe 

first  pirt  of  the  Tolome  for  the  year  1769. 

*  In  proof  of  this,  it  is  sufficient  for  The  pftper  is  entitled,  Notioe  abrSgis 
me  to  appeal  to  a  short  history  of  the  de»  d^Sretu  EerUa  modema,  qui  end 
progren  of  Political  Economy  in  IVanoe,  eoiMcmni  en  FranM  hformtr  la  ioknot 
puUished  in  one  of  the  Tolnmes  of     de  PSeonomie  JMUique, 
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instances  profound  and  jnst,  involve  some  fundamental  mis- 
takes ;  and,  when  compared  with  Mr.  Smith's,  afford  a  striking 
proof,  that,  in  considering  a  subject  so  extensive  and  so  com- 
plicated, the  most  penetrating  sagacity,  if  directed  only  to 
particular  questions,  is  apt  to  be  led  astray  by  first  appearances ; 
and  that  nothing  can  guard  us  effectually  against  error,  but  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  the  whole  field  of  discussion,  assisted 
by  an  accurate  and  patient  analysis  of  the  ideas  about  which 
our  reasonings  are  employed. — It  may  be  worth  while  to  add, 
that  Mr.  Hume's  Essay  On  the  JeaUmsy  of  Trade,  with  some 
oth^  of  his  Political  Discourses,  received  a  very  flattering 
proof  of  M.  Turgot's  approbation,  by  his  undertaking  the  task 
of  translating  them  into  the  French  language.^ 

I  am  aware  that  the  evidence  I  have  hitherto  produced  of 
Mr.  Smith's  originality  may  be  objected  to  as  not  perfectly 
decisive,  as  it  rests  entirely  on  the  recollection  of  those  students 
who  attended  his  first  courses  of  Moral  Philosophy  at  Glas- 
gow; a  recollection  which,  at  the  distance  of  forty  years, 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  very  accurate.  There  exists,  how- 
ever, fortunately,  a  short  manuscript  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Smith 
in  the  year  1755,  and  presented  by  him  to  a  society  of  which 
he  was  then  a  member ;  in  which  paper,  a  pretty  long  enume- 
ration is  given  of  certain  leading  principles,  both  political  and 
literary,  to  which  he  was  anxious  to  estabUsh  his  exclusive 
rights  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  some  rival  claims 
which  he  thought  he  had  reason  to  apprehend,  and  to  which 
his  situation  as  a  Professor,  added  to  his  unreserved  conmiuni- 
cations  in  private  companies,  rendered  him  peculiarly  liable. 
This  paper  is  at  present  in  my  possession.  It  is  expressed 
with  a  good  deal  of  that  honest  and  indignant  warmth,  which 
is  perhaps  unavoidable  by  a  man  who  is  conscious  of  the  purity 
of  his  own  intentions,  when  he  suspects  that  advantages  have 
been  taken  of  the  frankness  of  his  temper.  On  such  occasions, 
due  allowances  are  not  always  made  for  those  plagiarisms, 
which,  however  cruel  in  their  effects,  do  not  necessarily  imply 
bad  faith  in  those  who  are  guilty  of  them ;  for  the  bulk  of 

^SeeNoteL 
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mankiiidy  incapable  themselves  of  original  thought,  are  per- 
fectly unable  to  form  a  conception  of  the  nature  of  the  injury 
done  to  a  man  of  inventive  genius,  by  encroaching  on  a  fa- 
vourite speculation.  For  reasons  known  to  some  members  of 
this  Society,  it  would  be  improper  by  the  publication  of  this 
manuscript,  to  revive  the  memory  of  private  differences ;  and 
I  should  not  have  even  alluded  to  it,  if  I  did  not  think  it  a 
valuable  document  of  the  progress  of  Mr.  Smith's  political 
ideas  at  a  very  early  period.  Many  of  the  most  important 
opinions  in  The  WeaUh  of  Nations  are  there  detailed ;  but  I 
shall  quote  only  the  following  sentences : — ^  Man  is  generally 
considered  by  statesmen  and  projectors  as  the  materials  of  a 
sort  of  political  mechanics.  Projectors  disturb  nature  in  the 
course  of  her  operations  in  human  affairs ;  and  it  requires  no 
more  than  to  let  her  alone,  and  give  her  fair  play  in  the  pursuit 
of  her  ends,  that  she  may  establish  her  own  designs.'' — ^And  in 
another  passage : — ^  Littie  else  is  requisite  to  cany  a  State  to 
the  highest  degree  of  opulence  firom  the  lowest  barbarism,  but 
peace,  easy  taxes,  and  a  tolerable  admimstration  of  justice ;  all 
the  rest  being  brought  about  by  the  natural  course  of  things. 
All  governments  which  thwart  this  natural  course,  which  force 
tilings  into  another  channel,  or  which  endeavour  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  society  at  a  particular  point,  are  unnatural,  and  to 
support  themselves  are  obliged  to  be  oppressive  and  tyrannical 
.  .  .  A  great  part  of  the  opinions,'' he  observes,  ^  enumerated  in 
this  paper,  is  treated  of  at  length  in  some  lectures  which  I  have 
still  by  me,  and  which  were  written  in  the  hand  of  a  derk  who 
left  my  service  six  years  ago.  They  have  all  of  them  been  the 
constant  subjects  of  my  lectures  since  I  first  taught  Mr.  Oraigie's 
dass,  the  first  winter  I  spent  in  Glasgow,  down  to  this  day, 
without  any  considerable  variation.  They  had  all  of  them  been 
the  subjects  of  lectures  which  I  read  at  Edinburgh  the  winter 
before  I  left  it,  and  I  can  adduce  innumerable  witnesses,  both 
fix)m  that  place  and  from  this,  who  will  ascertain  them  suffi- 
cientiy  to  be  mine." 

After  all,  perhaps  the  merit  of  such  a  work  as  Mr.  Smith's 
is  to  be  estimated  less  from  the  novelty  of  the  prindples  it 
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contains,  than  from  the  reasonings  employed  to  support  these 
principles,  and  from  the  scientific  manner  in  which  they  are 
unfolded  in  their  proper  order  and  connexion.  General  asser- 
tions with  respect  to  the  advantages  of  a  free  commerce  may 
be  collected  from  various  writers  of  an  early  date.  But  in 
questions  of  so  complicated  a  nature  as  occur  in  Political 
Economy,  the  credit  of  such  opinions  belongs  of  right  to  the 
author  who  first  established  their  solidity,  and  followed  them 
out  to  their  remote  consequences ;  not  to  him  who,  by  a  for- 
tunate accident,  first  stumbled  on  the  truth. 

Besides  the  principles  which  Mr.  Smith  considered  as  more 
peculiarly  his  own,  his  Inquiry  exhibits  a  systematical  view  of 
the  most  important  articles  of  Political  Economy,  so  as  to  serve 
the  purpose  of  an  elementary  treatise  on  that  very  extensive 
and  difficult  science.  The  skill  and  the  comprehensiveness  of 
mind  displayed  in  his  arrangement,  can  be  judged  of  by  those 
alone  who  have  compared  it  with  that  adopted  by  his  imme- 
diate predecessors.  And  perhaps,  in  point  of  utility,  the  labour 
he  has  employed  in  connecting  and  methodizing  their  scattered 
ideas,  is  not  less  valuable  than  the  results  of  his  own  original' 
speculations:  for  it  is  only  when  digested  in  a  clear  and 
natural  order,  that  truths  make  their  proper  impression  on  the 
mind,  and  that  erroneous  opinions  can  be  combated  with 
success. 

It  does  not  belong  to  my  present  undertaking  (even  if  I  were 
qualified  for  such  a  task)  to  attempt  a  separation  of  the 
solid  and  important  doctrines  of  Mr.  Smith's  book  from  those 
opinions  which  appear  exceptionable  or  doubtful.  I  acknow- 
ledge that  there  are  some  of  his  conclusions  to  which  I  would 
not  be  understood  to  subscribe  implicitly,  more  particularly 
in  that  chapter  where  he  treats  of  the  principles  of  Taxation ; — 
a  subject  which  he  has  certainly  examined  in  a  manner  more 
loose  and  unsatisfactory  than  most  of  the  others  which  have 
fallen  under  his  review.^ 

It  would  be  improper  for  me  to  conclude  this  Section  without 
taking  notice  of  the  manly  and  dignified  freedom  with  which 

1  See  Note  £. 
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the  author  unifonnly  delivers  his  opmions^  and  of  the  saperiority 
which  he  disooyers  thronghout^  to  all  the  little  paBsions  con- 
nected with  the  factions  of  the  times  in  which  he  wrote. 
Whoever  takes  the  trouble  to  compare  the  general  tone  of  his 
composition  with  the  period  of  its  first  publication^  cannot  &SL 
to  feel  and  acknowledge  the  force  of  this  remark. — ^It  is  not 
often  that  a  disinterested  zeal  for  truth  has  so  soon  met  with 
its  just  reward.  Philosophers  (to  use  an  expression  of  Lord 
Bacon's)  are  ^^the  servants  of  posterity;"  and  most  of  those 
who  have  devoted  their  talents  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind, 
have  been  obliged,  like  Bacon,  to  ^  bequeath  their  fame''  to  a 
race  yet  unborn,  and  to  console  themselves  with  the  idea  of 
sowing  what  another  generation  was  to  reap : 

"  Inaere  D^hni  pyros,  earpent  tna  poma  nepotes." 

Mr.  Smith  was  more  fortunate ;  or  rather,  in  this  respect,  his 
fortune  was  singular.  He  survived  the  publication  of  his  work 
only  fifteen  years ;  and  yet,  during  that  short  period,  he  had 
not  only  the  satisfisu^tion  of  seeing  the  opposition  it  at  first 
excited  gradually  subside,  but  of  witnessing  the  practical  in- 
fluence of  his  writings  on  the  commercial  policy  of  his  country. 
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OONCLUSION  OF  THE  NABBATIVJB. 


About  two  years  after  the  publication  of  The  Wealth  of 
NcUionSj  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
his  Majest/s  Customs  in  Scotland ;  a  preferment  which,  in  his 
estimation,  derived  an  additional  value  from  its  being  bestowed 
on  him  at  the  request  of  the  Duke  of  BuccleucL  The 
greater  part  of  these  two  years  he  passed  in  London,  enjoying  a 
society  too  extensive  and  varied  to  afford  him  any  opportunity 
of  indulging  his  taste  for  study.  His  time,  however,  was  not 
lost  to  himself;  for  much  of  it  was  spent  with  some  of  the  first 
names  in  English  literature.  Of  these  no  unfavourable  speci- 
men is  preserved  by  Dr.  Barnard,  in  his  well-known  Verses 
addressed  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  and  his  Friends. 

"If  I  have  ihoaghtSi  and  can't  express  'em, 
Gibbon  shall  teach  me  how  to  drees  'em 

In  words  select  and  terse : 
Jones  teach  me  modesty  and  Greek, 
Smith  how  to  think,  Burke  how  to  speak, 

And  Beaadero  to  conyerse."  ^ 

In  consequence  of  Mr.  Smith's  appointment  to  the  Board  of 
Customs,  he  removed,  in  1778,  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  spent 
the  last  twelve  years  of  his  life,  enjoying  an  affluence  which 
was  more  than  equal  to  all  his  wants ;  and,  what  was  to  him  of 
still  greater  value,  the  prospect  of  passing  the  remainder  of  his 
days  among  the  companions  of  his  youtL 

His  mother,  who,  though  now  in  extreme  old  age,  still  pos- 

^  See  Ammal  EigiiUr  for  the  year  1776. 
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sessed  a  considerable  degree  of  healthy  and  retained  all  her 
faculties  unimpaired,  accompanied  him  to  town ;  and  his  cousin 
Miss  Jane  Douglas,  (who  had  formerly  been  a  member  of  his 
family  at  Glasgow,  and  for  whom  he  had  always  felt  the  affec- 
tion of  a  brother,)  while  she  divided  with  him  those  tender 
attentions  which  her  aunf  s  infirmities  required,  relieved  him 
of  a  charge  for  which  he  was  peculiarly  ill  qualified,  by  her 
friendly  superintendence  of  his  domestic  economy. 

The  accession  to  his  income  whidi  his  new  office  brought  him, 
enabled  him  to  gratify,  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  his  former 
circumstances  admitted  of,  the  natural  generosity  of  his  disposi- 
tion ;  and  the  state  of  his  funds  at  the  time  of  his  death,  com- 
pared with  his  very  moderate  establishment,  confirmed,  beyond 
a  doubt,  what  his  intimate  acquaintances  had  often  suspected, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  his  annual  savings  was  allotted  to 
offices  of  secret  charity.  A  small,  but  excellent  library,  which 
he  had  gradually  formed  with  great  judgment  in  the  selection ; 
and  a  simple,  though  hospitable  table,  where,  without  the  for- 
mality of  an  invitation,  he  was  always  happy  to  receive  his 
friends,  were  the  only  expenses  that  could  be  considered  as 
hisown.^ 

The  change  in  his  habits  which  his  removal  to  Edinburgh 
produced,  was  not  equally  favourable  to  his  literary  pursuits. 
The  duties  of  his  office,  though  they  required  but  little  exer- 
tion of  thought,  were  yet  sufficient  to  waste  his  spirits  and  to 
dissipate  his  attention ;  and  now  that  his  career  is  closed,  it  is 
impossible  to  reflect  on  the  time  they  consumed,  without 
lamenting,  that  it  had  not  been  employed  in  labours  more 
profitable  to  the  world,  and  more  equal  to  his  mind. 

During  the  first  years  of  his  residence  in  this  city,  his  studies 
seemed  to  be  entirely  suspended;  and  his  passion  for  letters 


'  Some  Tory  tffeotizig  instances  of 
Mr.  Smith's  beneficence,  in  cases 
where  he  found  it  impossible  to  oonoeal 
entirely  his  good  offices,  hsTO  been 
mentioned  to  me  by  a  near  relation  of 
his,  and  one  of  his  most  oonfidential 
friends,  Miss  Boss,  danghter  of  the  late 


Patrick  Boss,  Esq.  of  Lmeniethy.  They 
wen  all  on  a  scale  much  beyond  what 
might  haye  been  expected  from  his 
fortone;  and  were  accompanied  with 
circamstanoes  eqoally  hononrable  to  the 
delicacy  of  his  feelings  and  theliberslity 
of  his  heart 
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served  only  to  amuse  his  leisure,  and  to  animate  his  conversa- 
tion. The  infirmities  of  age,  of  which  he  very  early  began  to 
feel  the  approaches,  reminded  him  at  last,  when  it  was  too  late, 
of  what  he  yet  owed  to  the  public,  and  to  his  own  £ame.  The 
principal  materials  of  the  works  which  he  had  announced,  had 
been  long  ago  collected  ;  and  little  probably  was  wanting,  but 
a  few  years  of  health  and  retirement,  to  bestow  on  them  that 
systematical  arrangement  in  which  he  delighted ;  and  the  orna- 
ments of  that  flowing,  and  apparently  artless  style,  which  he 
had  studiously  cultivated,  but  which,  afber  all  his  experience 
in  composition,  he  adjusted,  with  extreme  difficulty,  to  his  own 
taste.^ 

The  death  of  his  mother  in  1784,  which  was  followed  by 
that  of  Miss  Douglas  in  1788,  contributed,  it  is  probable,  to 
frustrate  these  projects.  They  had  been  the  objects  of  his 
affection  for  more  than  sixty  years,  and  in  their  society  he  had 
enjoyed,  from  his  infancy,  all  that  he  ever  knew  of  the  endear- 
ments of  a  family.^  He  was  now  alone,  and  helpless;  and 
though  he  bore  his  loss  with  equanimity,  and  regained  appa- 
rently his  former  cheerfulness,  yet  his  health  and  strength 
gradually  declined  till  the  period  of  his  death,  which  happened 
in  July  1790,  about  two  years  after  that  of  his  cousin,  and  six 
after  that  of  his  mother.  His  last  iUness,  which  arose  from  a 
chronic  obstruction  in  his  bowels,  was  lingering  and  painful, 
but  had  every  consolation  to  soothe  it  which  he  could  derive 
from  the  tenderest  sympathy  of  his  friends,  and  from  the 
complete  resignation  of  his  own  mind. 

A  few  days  before  his  death,  finding  his  end  approach  rapidly. 


^  Mr.  Smith  obseired  to  me,  not  long 
belbro  his  death,  that  after  all  his  prac- 
tice in  writing,  he  composed  as  slowly, 
and  with  as  great  difficulty,  as  at  first. 
He  added,  at  the  same  time,  that  Mr. 
Hmne  had  acquired  so  great  a  fiunlity 
in  this  respect,  that  the  last  ydomes  of 
his  HUtory  were  printed  from  his  ori- 
ginal copy,  with  a  few  marginal  cor- 
rections. 

It  may  gratify  the  cnriosiij  of  some 


readers  to  know,  that  when  Mr.  Smith 
was  employed  in  composition,  he  gene- 
rally walked  np  and  down  his  apart- 
ment, dictating  to  a  secretsiy.  AU  Mr. 
Home's  works  (I  have  been  assured) 
were  written  with  his  own  hand.  A 
critical  reader  may,  I  think,  x>eioeiTe 
in  the  different  styles  of  these  two 
classical  writers,  the  effects  of  their 
different  modes  of  stndy . 
'Bee  Note  L. 
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he  gave  orders  to  destroy  all  his  manascripts,  excepting  some 
detached  Essays,  which  he  entrusted  to  the  care  of  his  executors, 
and  they  were  accordingly  conunitted  to  the  flames.  What 
were  the  particular  contents  of  these  papers,  is  not  known  even 
to  his  most  intimate  friends ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
they  consisted,  in  part,  of  the  lectures  on  Bhetoric,  which  he 
read  at  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1748,  and  of  the  lectures  on 
Natural  Beligion  and  on  Jurisprudence,  which  formed  part  of 
his  course  at  Glasgow.  That  this  irreparable  injury  to  letters 
proceeded,  in  some  degree,  from  an  excessive  solicitude  in  the 
author  about  his  posthumous  reputation,  may  perhaps  be  true ; 
but  with  respect  to  some  of  his  manuscripts,  may  we  not  sup- 
pose that  he  was  influenced  by  higher  motives?  It  is  but 
seldom  that  a  philosopher,  who  has  been  occupied  from  his 
youth  with  moral  or  with  political  inquiries,  suooeeds  com- 
pletely to  his  wish  in  stating  to  others,  the  grounds  upon  which 
his  own  opinions  are  founded ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  the  known 
principles  of  an  individual,  who  has  approved  to  the  public  his 
candour,  his  liberality,  and  his  judgment,  are  entitled  to  a 
weight  and  an  authority,  independent  of  the  evidence  which  he 
is  able,  upon  any  particular  occasion,  to  produce  in  their  sup- 
port A  secret  consciousness  of  this  circumstance,  and  an 
apprehension,  that  by  not  doing  justice  to  an  important 
argument,  the  progress  of  truth  may  be  rather  retarded  than 
advanced,  have  probably  induced  many  authors  to  withhold 
from  the  world  the  unfinished  results  of  their  most  valuable 
labours,  and  to  content  themselves  with  giving  the  general 
sanction  of  their  suffirages  to  truths  which  they  regarded  as 
peculiarly  interesting  to  the  human  race.^ 


1  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have 
been  &yoiired  by  Dr.  Hatton  with  the 
fiiUowing  particolan  :— 

"  Some  time  before  hia  last  ilhieas, 
when  Mr.  Smith  had  oocaaion  to  go  to 
London,  he  enjoined  hia  friends,  to 
whom  he  had  entmsted  the  dispoaal  of 
his  manoacripts,  that  in  the  event  of 
his  death,  thej  should  destroy  all  the 
volmnes  of  his  lectnresi  doing  with  the 


rest  of  his  mannsoripts  what  they 
pleased.  When  now  he  had  beoome 
vreak,  and  saw  the  approaching- period 
of  his  life,  he  spoke  to  his  friends  again 
npon  the  same  snlgect  They  entreated 
him  to  make  hia  mind  easy,  as  he  might 
depend  npon  their  fulfilling  his  desire. 
He  was  then  satiafied.  Bnt  some  days 
afterwards,  finding  his  anxiety  not  en- 
tirely removed,  he  begged  one  of  them 
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The  additions  to  the  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments^  [sixth 
edition,  in  two  volumes  Svo,  1790,]  most  of  which  were  com- 
posed mider  severe  disease,  had  fortunately  been  sent  to  the 
press  in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  winter,  and  the  author 
lived  to  see  the  publication  of  the  work.  The  moral  and 
serious  strain  that  prevails  through  these  additions,  when  con- 
nected with  the  circumstance  of  his  declining  health,  adds  a 
peculiar  charm  to  his  pathetic  eloquence,  and  conmiunicates  a 
new  interest,  if  possible,  to  those  sublime  truths,  which,  in  the 
academical  retirement  of  his  youth,  awakened  the  first  ardours 
of  his  genius,  and  on  which  the  last  efforts  of  his  mind  reposed. 


to  destroj  tlie  Tolomes  immedittelj. 
This  accordinglj  waa  done,  and  Ids 
mind  was  so  mnch  reliered,  that  he  waa 
able  to  receiTe  his  friends  in  the  even- 
ing with  his  usual  complacency. 

"  They  had  been  in  nse  to  snp  with 
him  erery  Sunday,  and  that  evening 
there  was  a  pretty  numerous  meeting  of 
them.  Mr.  Smith  not  finding  himself 
able  to  sit  up  with  them  as  usual,  re- 
tired to  bed  before  supper ;  and,  as  he 
went  away,  took  leave  of  his  friends  by 
saying,  '  I  believe  we  must  adjourn  this 
meeting  to  some  other  place.'  He  died 
a  very  few  days  afterwards." 

Mr.  Biddell,  an  intimate  fiiend  of 
Mr.  8mith*s,  who  was  present  at  one  of 
the  conversations  on  the  subject  of  the 
maausoripts,  mentioned  to  me,  in  addi- 
tion to  Dr.  Hutton's  note,  that  Mr. 
Smith  regretted  "  he  had  done  so  little." 
"  But  I  meant,"  said  he,  **  to  have 
done  more ;  and  there  are  w>**ir«*l«  in 
my  papers,  of  which  I  could  have  made 
a  great  deal..  But  that  is  now  out  of 
the  question." 

That  the  idea  of  destroying  such  un- 
finished works  as  might  be  in  his  pos- 
session at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  not 
the  effect  of  any  sudden  or  hasty  reso- 
lution, appears  from  the  following  letter 
to  Mr.  Hume,  written  by  Mr.  Smith  in 
1773,  at  a  time  when  he  was  preparing 
himself  for  a  journey  to  London,  with 


the  prospect  of  a  pretty  long  abienoe 
from  Scotland. 

"Edivbuboh,  16t&  April  1778. 
"  Mt  OKIE  Faxuro, — ^As  I  have  left 
the  care  of  all  my  literary  papers  to  you, 
I  must  tell  you,  that  except  those  which 
I  carry  along  with  me,  there  are  none 
worth  the  publication,  but  a  fragment 
of  a  great  work,  which  contains  a  his- 
tory of  the  Astronomical  systems  that 
were  successively  in  fashion  down  to 
the  time  of  Descartes.  YThether  that 
might  not  be  published  as  a  fragment 
of  an  intended  juvenile  work,  I  leave 
entirely  to  your  judgment,  though  I  be- 
gin to  suspect  myself  that  there  is  more 
refinement  than  solidity  in  some  parts 
of  it.  This  little  work  yon  will  find  in 
a  thin  folio  paper  book  in  my  back 
room.  All  the  other  loose  papers  which 
you  will  find  in  that  desk,  or  within  the 
glass-folding  doors  of  a  bureau  which 
stands  in  my  bedroom,  together  with 
about  eighteen  thin  paper  folio  books, 
which  you  will  likewise  find  within  the 
same  glass-folding  doors,  I  desire  may 
be  destroyed  without  any  examination. 
Unless  I  die  very  suddenly,  I  shall  take 
care  that  the  papers  I  cany  with  me 
shall  be  carefully  sent  toyou.— I  ever  am, 
my  dear  Friend,  most  fkithfully  yours, 

"  Adam  Sioth. 

"To  Datis  Hum,  Biq^ 
Sk  Aadnw  flfuan.** 
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In  a  letter  addressed,  in  the  year  1787,  to  the  Principal  of 
the  Uniyersity  of  Glasgow,  in  conseqaence  of  being  elected 
Hector  of  that  learned  body,  a  pleasing  memorial  remains  of 
the  satisfiM^tion  with  which  he  always  recollected  that  period  of 
his  literary  career,  which  had  been  more  peculiarly  consecrated 
to  these  important  studies.  '^  No  preferment,"'  says  he,  ^'  could 
have  given  me  so  much  real  satisfiM^tion.  No  man  can  owe 
greater  obligations  to  a  society  than  I  do  to  the  Uniyersity  of 
Glasgow.  They  educated  me ;  they  sent  me  to  Oxford.  Soon 
after  my  return  to  Scotland,  they  elected  me  one  of  their  own 
members,  and  afterwards  preferred  me  to  another  office,  to 
which  the  abilities  and  virtues  of  the  neyer-to-be-forgotten  Dr. 
Hutcheson  had  given  a  superior  degree  of  illustration.  The 
period  of  thirteen  years  which  I  spent  as  a  member  of  that 
society,  I  remember  as  by  far  the  most  useful,  and  therefore  as 
by  far  the  happiest  and  most  honourable  period  of  my  life ; 
and  now,  after  three-and-twenty  years'  absence,  to  be  remem- 
bered in  so  very  agreeable  a  manner  by  my  old  friends  and 
protectors,  gives  me  a  heartfelt  joy  which  I  cannot  easily 
express  to  you." 

The  short  narrative  which  I  have  now  finished,  however 
barren  of  incident,  may  convey  a  general  idea  of  the  genius  and 
character  of  this  illustrious  man.  Of  the  intellectual  gifts  and 
attainments  by  which  he  was  so  eminently  distinguished ; — of 
the  originality  and  comprehensiveness  of  his  views ;  the  extent, 
the  variety,  and  the  correctness  of  his  information ;  the  inex- 
haustible fertility  of  his  invention ;  and  the  ornaments  which 
his  rich  and  beautiful  imagination  had  borrowed  from  classical 
culture ; — ^he  has  left  behind  him  lasting  monuments.  To  his 
private  worth  the  most  certain  of  all  testimonies  may  be  found 
in  that  confidence,  respect,  and  attachment,  which  followed  him 
through  all  the  various  relations  of  life.  The  serenity  and 
gaiety  he  enjoyed,  under  the  pressure  of  his  growing  infirmities, 
and  the  warm  interest  he  felt  to  the  last,  in  everything  con- 
nected with  the  welfare  of  his  fiiends,  will  be  long  remembered 
by  a  small  circle,  with  whom,  as  long  as  his  strength  permitted, 
he  regularly  spent  an  evening  in  the  week,  and  to  whom 
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the  recollection  of  bis  worth  still  forms  a  pleasing,  though 
melancholy  bond  of  onion. 

The  more  delicate  and  characteristical  features  of  his  mind, 
it  is  perhaps  impossible  to  trace.  That  there  were  many  pecu- 
liarities, both  in  his  manners  and  in  his  intellectual  habits,  was 
manifest  to  the  most  superficial  observer;  but  although,  to 
those  who  knew  him,  these  peculiarities  detracted  nothing  from 
the  respect  which  his  abilities  commanded,  and  although,  to 
his  intimate  friends,  they  added  an  inexpressible  charm  to  his 
conyersation,  while  they  displayed,  in  the  most  interesting 
light,  the  artiess  simplicity  of  his  heart,  yet  it  would  require  a 
very  skilful  pencil  to  present  them  to  the  public  eye.  He  was 
certainly  not  fitted  for  the  general  commerce  of  the  world,  or 
for  the  business  of  active  life.  The  comprehensive  speculations 
with  which  he  had  been  occupied  from  his  youth,  and  the 
variety  of  materials  which  his  own  invention  continually  sup- 
plied to  his  thoughts,  rendered  him  habitually  inattentive  to 
familiar  objects,  and  to  common  occurrences ;  and  he  frequentiy 
exhibited  instances  of  absence,  which  have  scarcely  been  sur- 
passed by  the  fancy  of  La  Bruyere.  Even  in  company,  he  was 
apt  to  be  engrossed  with  his  studies,  and  appeared  at  times,  by 
the  motion  of  his  lips,  as  well  as  by  his  looks  and  gestures,  to 
be  in  the  fervour  of  composition.  I  have  often,  however,  been 
struck  at  the  distance  of  years,  with  his  accurate  memory  of 
the  most  trifling  particulars ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe,  from 
this  and  some  other  circumstances,  that  he  possessed  a  power, 
not  perhaps  uncommon  among  absent  men,  of  recollecting,  in 
consequence  of  subsequent  efforts  of  reflection,  many  occur- 
rences which,  at  the  time  when  they  happened,  did  not  seem  to 
have  sensibly  attracted  his  notice. 

To  the  defect  now  mentioned,  it  was  probably  owing,  in  part, 
that  he  did  not  fall  in  easily  with  the  common  dialogue  of  con- 
versation, and  that  he  was  somewhat  apt  to  convey  his  own 
ideas  in  the  form  of  a  lecture.  When  he  did  so,  however,  it 
never  proceeded  from  a  wish  to  engross  the  discourse,  or  to 
gratify  his  vanity.  His  own  inclination  disposed  him  so 
strongly  to  enjoy  in  silence  the  gaiety  of  those  around  him, 
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that  his  fiiendB  were  often  led  to  concert  little  schemes,  in  order 
to  engage  him  in  the  discussions  most  likely  to  interest  bim.  Nor 
do  I  think  I  shall  be  accused  of  going  too  &r,  when  I  say^  that 
he  was  scarcely  ever  known  to  start  a  new  topic  himself,  or  to 
appear  unprepared  upon  those  topics  that  were  introduced  by 
other&  Inde^,  his  conversation  was  never  more  amusing  than 
when  he  gave  a  loose  to  his  genius,  upon  the  very  few  branches 
of  knowledge  of  which  he  only  possessed  the  outiines. 

The  opinions  he  formed  of  men,  upon  a  slight  acquaintance, 
were  frequently  erroneous ;  but  the  tendency  of  his  nature  in- 
clined him  much  more  to  blind  partiality,  than  to  ill-founded 
prejudice.  The  enlarged  views  of  human  affairs,  on  which  his 
mind  habitually  dwelt,  left  him  neither  time  nor  inclination  to 
study,  in  detail,  the  uninteresting  peculiaiities  of  ordinary 
characters;  and  accordingly,  though  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  capacities  of  the  intellect,  and  the  workings  of  the 
heart,  and  accustomed  in  his  theories  to  mark,  with  the  most 
delicate  hand,  the  nicest  shades,  both  of  genius  and  of  the 
passions ;  yet,  in  judging  of  individuals,  it  sometimes  happened, 
that  his  estimates  were,  in  a  surprising  degree,  wide  of  the 
truth. 

The  opinions,  too,  which,  in  the  thoughtlessness  and  confi- 
dence of  his  social  hours,  he  was  accustomed  to  hazard  on 
books  and  on  questions  of  speculation,  were  not  uniformly  such 
as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  superiority  of  his  under- 
standing, and  the  singular  consistency  of  his  philosophical 
principles.  They  were  liable  to  be  influenced  by  accidental 
droumstances,  and  by  the  humour  of  the  moment,  and  when 
retailed  by  those  who  only  saw  him  occasionally,  suggested 
Mee  and  contradictory  ideas  of  his  real  sentiments.  On  theiie^ 
however,  as  on  most  other  occasions,  there  was  always  much 
truth  as  well  as  ingenuity  in  his  remarks ;  and  if  the  different 
opinions  which,  at  different  times,  he  pronounced  upon  the 
same  subject,  had  been  all  combined  together,  so  as  to  modify 
and  limit  each  other,  they  would  probably  have  afforded  mate- 
rials  for  a  decision,  equally  comprehensive  and  just  But,  in 
the  society  of  Ins  friends,  he  had  no  disposition  to  form  thoset 
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qualified  conclasions  that  we  admire  in  his  writings ;  and  he 
generally  contented  himself  with  a  bold  and  masterly  sketch  of 
the  object,  from  the  first  point  of  view  in  which  his  temper  or 
his  fancy  presented  it  Something  of  the  same  kind  might  be 
remarked  when  he  attempted,  in  the  flow  of  his  spirits,  to  deli- 
neate those  characters  which,  from  long  intimacy,  he  might 
have  been  supposed  to  understand  thoroughly.  The  picture 
was  always  lively  and  expressive,  and  commonly  bore  a  strong 
and  amusing  resemblance  to  the  original,  when  viewed  under 
one  particular  aspect,  but  seldom,  perhaps,  conveyed  a  just  and 
complete  conception  of  it  in  all  its  dimensions  and  proportions. 
— In  a  word,  it  was  the  fault  of  his  unpremeditated  judgments, 
to  be  too  systematical,  and  too  much  in  extremes. 

But,  in  whatever  way  these  trifling  peculiarities  in  his  man- 
ners may  be  explained,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  were 
intimately  connected  with  the  genuine  artlessness  of  his  mind. 
In  this  amiable  quality,  he  often  recalled  to  his  friends  the 
accounts  that  are  given  of  good  La  Fontaine,  a  quality  which 
in  him  derived  a  peculiar  grace  from  the  singularity  of  its 
combination  with  those  powers  of  reason  and  of  eloquence 
which,  in  his  political  and  moral  writings,  have  long  engaged 
the  admiration  of  Europa 

In  his  external  form  and  appearance,  there  was  nothing  un- 
common. When  perfectly  at  ease,  and  when  warmed  with 
conversation,  his  gestures  were  animated  and  not  ungraceful ; 
and,  in  the  society  of  those  he  loved,  his  features  were  often 
brightened  with  a  smile  of  inexpressible  benignity.  In  the 
company  of  strangers,  his  tendency  to  absence,  and  perhaps 
still  more  his  consciousness  of  this  tendency,  rendered  his  man- 
ner somewhat  embarrassed — an  effect  which  was  probably  not 
a  little  heightened  by  those  speculative  ideas  of  propriety, 
which  his  recluse  habits  tended  at  once  to  perfect  in  his 
conception,  and  to  diminish  his  power  of  realizing.  He  never 
sat  for  his  picture,  but  the  medallion  of  Tassie  conveys  an 
exact  idea  of  his  profile,  and  of  the  general  expression  of  his 
countenance. 

His  valuable  library,  together  with  the  rest  of  his  property. 
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was  bequeathed  to  his  coosiDy  Mr.  David  Douglas,  Advocate  * 
In  the  education  of  this  young  gentleman  he  had  employed 
much  of  his  leisure,  and  it  was  only  two  years  before  his  deatii, 
(at  the  time  when  he  could  ill  spare  the  pleasure  of  his  sodeiy,) 
that  he  had  sent  him  to  study  law  at  Glasgow,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Millar ;  the  strongest  proof  he  could  give  of  his  disin- 
terested zeal  for  the  improvement  of  his  friend,  as  well  as  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  held  the  abilities  of  that  eminent  professor. 
The  executors  of  his  will  were  Dr.  Black  and  Dr.  Hutton, 
witii  whom  he  had  long  lived  in  habits  of  tiie  most  intimate 
and  cordial  fiiendship,  and  who,  to  the  many  other  testimonies 
which  they  had  given  him  of  their  affection,  added  the  mourn- 
ful office  of  witnessing  his  last  moments. 

*  [Ultimatelj  a  6eii«tor  of  the  Gdll^  of  Jnetioe,  under  the  title  of  Lord 
Beaton.] 
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NoTB  A,  p.  6. 

The  late  James  Oswald,  Esq.,  for  many  years  odo  of  the  most  active,  able,  and 
public-spirited  of  our  Scottiab  representatiyeB  in  Parliament.  He  was  more  parti- 
cularly distinguisbed  by  his  knowledge  in  matters  of  financCi  and  by  his  attention 
to  whateyer  concerned  the  commercial  or  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country. 
From  the  manner  in  which  he  is  mentioned  in  a  paper  of  Mr.  Smith's  which  I 
have  perused,  he  appears  to  have  combined,  with  that  detailed  information  which 
he  is  well  known  to  have  possessed  as  a  statesman  and  man  of  business,  a  taste  for 
the  more  general  and  philosophical  discussions  of  Political  Economy.  He  lived  in 
habits  of  great  intimacy  with  Lord  Eames  and  Mr.  Hume,  and  was  one  of  Mr. 
Smith's  earliest  and  most  confidential  friends. 

Note  B,  p.  8. 

Those  who  have  deriYed  their  knowledge  of  Dr.  Hutcheson  solely  from  his  pub- 
lications, may  perhaps  be  inclined  to  dispute  the  propriety  of  the  epithet  eloquent^ 
when  applied  to  any  of  his  compositions,  more  particularly  when  applied  to  The 
8ytiem  of  Moral  PhUoiophy,  which  was  published  after  his  death,  as  the  sub- 
stance of  his  Lectures  in  the  Uniyersity  of  Glasgow.  His  talents,  howeyer,  as  a 
public  speaker,  must  have  been  of  a  far  higher  order  than  what  he  has  displayed 
as  a  writer ;  all  his  pupils  whom  I  have  happened  to  meet  with  (some  of  them, 
certainly,  very  competent  judges)  having  agreed  exactly  with  each  other  in  their 
accounts  of  the  extraordinary  impression  which  they  made  on  the  minds  of  his 
hearers.  I  have  mentioned,  in  the  text,  Mr.  Smith  as  one  of  his  warmest  admirers ; 
and  to  his  name  I  shall  take  this  opportunity  of  adding  those  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Selkirk,  the  late  Lord  President  Miller,  and  the  Ute  Dr.  Archibald  Maclaine,  the 
very  learned  and  judicious  translator  of  Mosheim*s  EcckiiasHcal  History.  My 
father,  too,  who  had  attended  Dr.  Hutcheson's  Lectures  for  several  years,  never 
spoke  of  them  without  much  sensibility.    On  this  occasion  we  can  only  say,  as 
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Qnintiliaii  has  done  of  the  eloquence  of  Hortensiiia : — "  Appaiet  plumiie  aliquid 
eo  dicente,  quod  legentes  non  inTenimDs.*' 

Dr.  Hiitcheson*B  Inquiry  into  our  Ideas  of  Beauty  and  Virtue;  liis  Di$eomir§B 
on  the  Busione ;  and  his  lUuetrdiane  qfthelSorcd  Sente,  are  much  more  stroo^j 
marked  with  the  characteristical  featares  of  his  geniaa,  than  his  poethumou  work. 
His  great  and  deserved  fame,  howerer,  in  this  ooontry,  rests  now  chiefly  on  the 
traditionary  history  of  his  Academical  Lectures,  which  appear  to  have  oontiibated 
▼eiy  powerfully  to  difiuse,  in  Scotland,  that  taste  for  analytical  discossion,  and 
that  spirit  of  liberal  inquiry,  to  which  the  world  is  indebted  for  some  of  the  most 
▼alnable  productions  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

NoTB  C,  p.  80. 

According  to  the  learned  English  translator  of  Aristotle's  ^tftiof  andFolUtic$f 
the  general  idea  which  runs  through  Mr.  Smith's  I%eory,  was  obviously  borrowed 
from  the  following  passage  of  Poly  bios : — "  From  the  union  of  the  two  sexes,  to 
which  all  are  naturally  inclined,  children  are  bom.  When  any  of  these,  therefore, 
being  arrived  at  perfect  age,  instead  of  yielding  suitable  returns  of  gratitude  and 
assistance  to  those  by  whom  they  have  been  bred,  on  the  contrary,  attempt  to  in- 
jure them  by  words  or  actions,  it  is  manifest  that  those  who  behold  the  wrong, 
after  having  also  seen  the  su£ferings  and  the  anxious  cares  that  were  sustained  by 
the  parents  in  the  nourishment  and  education  of  their  children,  must  be  greatly 
offended  and  displeased  at  such  proceeding.  For  Man,  who  among  all  the  Tarious 
kinds  of  animals  is  alone  endowed  with  the  fi^ulty  of  reason,  cannot,  like  the  rest, 
pass  over  such  actions,  but  will  make  reflection  on  what  he  sees;  and  comparing 
likewise  the  future  with  the  present,  will  not  fail  to  express  his  indignation  at  this 
injurious  treatment,  to  which,  as  he  foresees,  he  may  also  at  some  time  be  exposed. 
Thus,  again,  when  any  one  who  has  been  succoured  by  another  in  the  time  of 
danger,  instead  of  shewing  the  like  kindness  to  this  benefactor,  endeavours  at  any 
time  to  destroy  or  hurt  him ;  it  is  certain  that  all  men  must  be  shocked  by  such 
ingratitude,  through  sympathy  with  the  resentment  of  their  neighbour,  and  from  an 
apprehension  also,  that  the  case  may  be  their  own.  And  from  hence  arises,  in  the 
mind  of  every  man,  a  certain  notion  of  the  nature  and  foree  of  Duty,  in  which  oon- 
sists  both  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  Justice.  In  like  manner,  the  man  who,  in 
defence  of  others,  is  seen  to  throw  himself  the  foremost  into  every  danger,  and 
even  to  sustain  the  fury  of  the  fiercest  animals,  never  fails  to  obtain  the  loudest 
acclamations  of  applause  and  veneration  frt>m  all  the  multitude ;  while  he  who 
shews  a  different  conduct  is  pursued  with  oensure  and  reproach.  And  thus  it  is, 
that  the  people  begin  to  discern  the  nature  of  things  honourable  and  base,  and  in 
what  oonsists  the  difference  between  them ;  and  to  perceive  that  the  former,  on 
account  of  the  advantage  that  attends  them,  are  fit  to  be  admired  and  imitatfld, 
and  the  latter  to  be  detested  and  avoided." 

"  The  doctrine,"  says  Dr.  Gillies,  "  contained  in  this  passage,  is  expanded  by 
Dr.  Smith  into  a  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments.  But  he  departs  from  hit  author,  in 
placing  the  perception  of  right  and  wrong,  in  sentiment  or  feeling,  ultimately  and 
simply.  .  .  .  Polybius,  on  the  contrary,  maintains  with  Aristotle,  that  these 
notions  arise  from  reason  or  Intellect,  operating  on  affection  or  Appetite ;  or,  in 
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other  words,  that  the  Moral  Faculty  ia  a  compoaiid,  and  may  be  reiolTed  into  two 
■impler  principlea  of  the  mind."* 

The  onlj  ezpreaaion  I  object  to  in  the  two  preceding  aentenoea,  is  the  phiaae, 
hit  autkoTf  which  has  the  appearance  of  innnnating  a  charge  of  plagiariam  against 
Mr.  Smith ; — a  charge  which,  I  am  confident,  he  did  not  deserve,  and  to  which 
the  above  extract  does  not,  in  mj  opinion,  a£ford  anj  plausible  colour.  It  exhibiti, 
indeed,  an  instance  of  a  curious  coincidence  between  two  philosophers  in  their 
views  of  the  same  subject ;  and  as  such,  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Smith  himself 
would  have  remarked  it,  had  it  occurred  to  his  memory  when  he  was  writing  his 
book.  Of  such  accidental  coincidences  between  difforent  minds,  examples  present 
themselves  every  day  to  those  who,  after  having  drawn  from  their  internal  re- 
sonioes  all  the  lights  they  could  supply  on  a  particular  question,  have  the  eurioaiiy 
to  compare  their  own  conclusions  with  those  of  their  predeoesiors.  And  it  is 
extremely  worthy  of  observation,  that,  in  proportion  as  any  oondusion  approaehea 
to  the  truth,  the  number  of  previous  approximations  to  it  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  be  multiplied. 

In  the  case  before  us,  however,  the  question  about  originality  is  of  little  or  no 
moment,  for  the  peculiar  merit  of  Mr.  Smith's  work  does  not  lie  in  his  general 
principle,  but  in  the  skilful  use  he  has  made  of  it  to  give  a  systematical  arrange- 
ment to  the  most  important  discussions  and  doctrines  of  Ethics.  In  this  point  of 
view.  The  Theory  of  Moral  SeiiHmenU  may  be  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
original  efforts  of  the  human  mind  in  that  branch  of  science  to  which  it  relates ; 
and  even  if  we  were  to  suppose  that  it  was  first  suggested  to  the  author  by  a 
remark  of  which  the  world  was  in  possession  for  two  thousand  years  before,  this 
very  circumstance  would  only  reflect  a  stronger  lustre  on  the  novelty  of  his  design, 
and  on  the  invention  and  taste  displayed  in  its  execution. 

I  have  said,  in  the  text,  that  my  own  opinion  about  the  foundation  of  morals, 
does  not  agree  with  that  of  Mr.  Smith ;  and  I  propose  to  state,  in  another  publica- 
tion, the  grounda  of  my  dissent  from  his  conclusions  on  that  question.*  At  present, 
I  shall  only  observe,  that  I  consider  the  defects  of  his  Theory  as  originating  rather 
in  a  partial,  than  in  a  nUiiaken  view  of  the  subject;  while,  on  some  of  the  most 
essential  points  of  Ethics,  it  appears  to  me  to  approximate  very  nearly  to  a  correct 
statement  of  the  truth.  I  must  not  omit  to  add,  in  justice  to  the  author,  that  his 
seal  to  support  his  favourite  system  never  has  led  him  to  vitiate  or  misrepresent 
the  phenomena  which  he  has  employed  it  to  explain ;  and  that  the  connected  order 
which  he  has  given  to  a  multiplicity  of  isolated  facts,  must  fiM»litate  greatiy  the 
studies  of  any  of  his  successors,  who  may  hereafter  prosecute  the  same  inquiry, 
agreeably  to  the  severe  rules  of  the  inductire  Logic. 

After  the  passage  which  I  have  quoted  in  the  beginning  of  this  Note,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  pardoned  if  I  express  my  doubts,  whether  the  learned  and  ingenious 
writer  has  not,  upon  this,  as  well  as  on  some  other  occasions,  allowed  his  partiality 
to  the  Ancients  to  blind  him  a  little  too  much  to  the  merits  of  his  contemporaries. 
Would  not  his  laborious  and  interesting  researches  into  the  remains  of  the  Ghreek 
philosophy,  have  been  employed  still  more  usefully  in  revealing  to  us  the  systems 

iOim«'9  ArUMk,  ToL  L  pp.  9(tt»   803,  •IFidetupra,  IFtfHtf ,  ToL  TIL  pp.  39,  S8, 

id  edit  39,  n9,  ttq.,  407,  Mg.] 
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and  difcoreries  to  which  oar  mcoemm  may  yet  laj  daim,  than  m  ooi\J6ctaras  con- 
canung  the  origm  of  thoae  with  which  we  are  alreadj  acquainted  ?  How  doea  it 
h^ypen  that  thoae  men  of  profound  eradilion,  who  can  ao  eaaflj  trace  emyjNiff  im- 
prorement  to  the  fonntainhead  of  antiqmtyy  ahonld  not  aometimea  amnae  themaelTea, 
and  inatmct  the  world,  hj  anticipating  theyktere  progreia  of  the  hmnan  mind? 

In  atndjing  the  connexion  und  fiiatUm  of  anoceiaiTe  Theoriea,  when  we  are  at  a 
loaa,  in  any  inatance,  for  a  link  to  oomplete  the  continmty  of  philoaqphical  apecnlation, 
it  aeema  mnch  more  reaaooahle  to  aearch  for  it  in  the  ayatema  (^  the  inmediatelj 
preceding  period,  and  in  the  inqniriea  which  ikm  occnpied  the  pnhho  attention, 
than  in  detached  aentencea,  or  accidental  ezpreaaiona  gleaned  from  the  relica  of 
diatant  agea.  It  ia  thua  onlj  that  we  can  hope  to  aeiie  the  preoiae  point  of  view, 
in  whidh  an  aathor*B  anbject  first  presented  itaelf  to  hia  attention ;  and  to  aocomt, 
to  our  own  aatia&otion,  from  the  particular  aspect  under  which  he  aaw  it,  for  the 
aubaequent  direction  which  waa  giTen  to  hia  coiioaiiy.  In  following  such  a  plan, 
our  object  ia  not  to  detect  plagiariama,  which  we  suppose  men  of  genius  to  haTe 
intentionallj  concealed,  but  to  fill  up  an  apparent  chasm  in  the  history  of  Science, 
by  laying  hold  of  the  thread  which  inaensibly  guided  the  ndnd  from  one  station  to 
another.  By  what  easy  and  natural  steps  Mr.  6mith*s  Theory  aroae  from  the  atate 
of  Ethical  diacussion  in  Great  Britain,  when  be  began  his  literaiy  career,  I  ahall 
endearonr  elaewhere  to  explain. 

A  late  author,  of  taste  and  learning,  haa  written  a  pleaaing  and  instructive 
JEiioy  on  ths  Mark$  of  Iheticai  ImUadon,  The  msrks  of  Pkiio9ophioai  Pla- 
ffiariim  are  not  less  discernible  by  an  unpiejudiced  and  diacriminating  eye,  and  are 
easily  separable  bom  that  occasional  aimilarity  of  thought  and  of  illustration, 
which  we  may  expect  to  meet  with  in  writers  of  the  most  remote  ages  and 
eountriea,  when  employed  in  eramining  the  aame  queationa,  or  in  eataUiahing  the 
aame  truths. 

As  the  foregoing  obserrations  apply  with  frilly  as  great  force  to  the  WeaUk  of 
Notiani,  aa  to  the  Theory  of  Moral  JSentimmUi,  I  trust  some  allowance  will  be 
made  for  the  length  of  this  Note.* 


>  I  diftll  h»T«  oeeailoii  ■flenmrdt  to  ylodl- 
<■(•  Mr.  8inith*9  oiaimt  to  orlgliiallty  in  the 
fOfmw  of  ttiMO  woeIci,  a^alnat  tbo  pretaiiiloni 
of  lomo  foreign  initen.  As  I  do  aot  moan, 
howoTor,  to  reenr  acftin  to  hU  mlleged  pl»- 
Siaiinnt  ttom  tho  Ancionti,  I  diall  iDtrodnoa 
hm%  though  loiiMwhat  oat  of  ptawe,  two  ihort 
qnoCalloiif,  from  which  It  wUl  appear,  that  the 
■Mm  of  hie  ■peoidatioiie  ooiMiiiriiing  Hattooal 
Wealth,  at  well  aa  concerning  the  prinolplee  of 
BUiice,  li  (aooording  to  Dr.  Gilliee)  to  he  f  onnd 
in  the  Greek  phUoeophen. 

"  By  adopting  Aiietotle'e  prinolplee  on  the 
mhleete  of  eziohangeable  Taloe  and  of  natloneT 
wealth.  Dr.  Smith  hae  leeooed  the  edenoe  of 
PoUtioal  BeoDomy  from  manj  lUae  rahtDtiee 
and  manj  greet  enorB.''— T6L  L  p.  377,  2d 
editton. 

"  The  iohlecl  of  money  ie  treated  ahoTe, 
ToL  L  p.  374  et  «eg.  In  that  paange,  oom- 
paied  with  aaolhv  In  the  ifcvna  HiPraHs,  we 


And  the  (tandamental  prindplee  of  the  modem 
Beoacnieti.''— ToL  IL  p.  43. 

In  reply  to  theee  obeerfatione,  I  hare  oidy  to 
reqaeet  my  leaden  to  compare  them  with  the 
well-known  pamage  In  the  lint  book  ef  Azle> 
totte'e  PolUiet,  with  raepeot  to  the  lawftilaeM  of 
Ueniy.  When  we  oeniider  how  mndi  the  In* 
tenet  of  money  enten  ae  an  element  Into  all 
our  modem  difqnieitlone  oonoerning  commer- 
cial policy,  ii  it  poerftde  to  imagine,  that  then 
thoold  be  anything  mon  than  the  moet  general 
and  fortttltoQi  colBddenoe  between  the  reaeon- 
Inge  of  lodi  wiiten  ae  Smith,  or  Hnmet  or 
Tnxgot :  and  thoee  of  aa  author  whoee  experi- 
ence of  the  naton  and  eflhcte  of  oommeiee  wae 
eo  limited,  ae  to  imprem  hie  mind  with  a  eon- 
rietion,  that  to  receire  a  prtmlum  for  the  on 
of  money,  wae  inooneiftent  with  the  ralee  of 
morellty  7— {Oompan  the  eobeeqnent  edition 
of  GUUei'k  Etkiet  and  POUict  qf  ArUtttU-' 
£1] 
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[NoTB  D,  p.  88. 

[Extracted  by  Mr.  Stewart  from  Nicbole'e  lUuitratUmi  of  the  LUerary  IRftory 
of  the  Mighteenth  Century^  &c.,  Vol.  IIL  pp.  515,  516;  and  appended  in  mann- 
■cript,  to  one  of  hia  own  copies  of  this  Memoir. — ^Ed.] 


Db.  Apam  Smith  to  Mr.  Gbobob  Baxrd. 

''  Qlaboow,  Febfttary  7, 1768. 

"  Dkab  Sia, — 1  have  read  orer  the  contents  of  yonr  friend's*  work  with  Terj 
great  pleasure ;  and  heartily  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  gire,  or  to  procnra  him 
all  the  enconragement  which  his  ingenuity  and  industiy  deserve.  I  think  myself 
greatly  obliged  to  him  for  the  very  obliging  notice  he  has  been  pleased  to  take  of 
me,  and  should  be  glad  to  contribute  anything  in  my  power  towards  completing  his 
design.  I  approve  greatly  of  his  plan  for  a  Rational  Grammar,  and  am  convinced 
that  a  work  of  this  kiud,  executed  with  his  abilities  and  industry,  may  prove  not 
only  the  best  system  of  grammar,  but  the  best  system  of  logic  in  any  language,  as 
well  as  the  best  history  of  the  natural  progress  of  the  human  mind  in  forming  the 
most  important  abstractions  upon  which  all  reasoning  depends.  From  the  short 
abstract  which  Mr.  Ward  has  been  so  good  as  to  send  me,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
fonn  any  very  decisive  judgmentconceming  the  propriety  of  every  part  of  his  method, 
particularly  of  some  of  his  divisions.  If  I  was  to  treat  the  same  subject,  I  should 
endeavour  to  begin  with  the  consideration  of  verhi;  these  being,  in  my  apprehen- 
sion, the  original  parts  of  speech,  first  invented  to  express  in  one  word  a  complete 
event :  I  should  then  have  endeavoured  to  show  how  the  subject  was  divided  from 
the  attribute ;  and  afterwards,  how  the  olject  was  distinguished  from  both ;  and 
in  this  manner  I  should  have  tried  to  investigate  the  origin  and  use  of  all  the 
difEerent  parts  of  speech,  and  of  all  their  different  modifications,  considered  as 
neoessaiy  to  express  all  the  different  qualifications  and  relations  of  any  single 
erent  Mr.  Ward,  however,  may  have  excellent  reasons  for  following  his  own 
method ;  and,  perhaps,  if  I  was  engaged  in  the  same  task,  I  should  find  it  necessary 
to  follow  the  same, — ^things  frequently  appearing  in  a  very  different  light  when 
taken  in  a  general  view,  which  is  the  only  view  that  I  can  pretend  to  have  taken 
of  them,  and  when  considered  in  detail. 

"Mr.  Ward,  when  he  mentions  the  definitions  which  diffsrent  authors  have 
given  of  nouns  substantive,  takes  no  notice  of  that  of  the  Abb6  Girard,  the  author 
of  a  book  called  Zet  ftraii  iVine^pes  de  la  Langtae  Franfoiie,  which  made  me 
think  it  might  be  possible  he  had  not  seen  it.  It  is  a  book  which  first  set  me  a 
thinking  upon  these  subjects,  and  I  have  received  more  instruction  from  it  than 
from  any  other  I  have  yet  seen  upon  them.  If  Mr.  Ward  has  not  seen  it,  I  have 
it  at  his  service.    The  grammatical  articles,  too,  in  the  French  JSneyekpidU  have 


•[ProbaUyWilUamWard,  A.1I.,  naitwor  theBhff§UhZmifftu^imtwoT)rmUm»kn.,4*o, 

Uie  Omnnutf  Sofaool  of  B«T«rl^,  Toifcihlxtt,  1709,  which  is  porhapt  tta«  most  philotophieil 

who.  MDODK  other  gnmaiatSad  wofk%  pahlkhed  Bnay  on  the  EngUih  Uagaafo  estaat] 
AmSuaifonQrammaras  it  9109  be  applkd  to 
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giYen  me  a  good  deal  of  entertamment.    Very  jftohMj  Mr.  Ward  has  aeen  both 
theae  worka,  and,  aa  he  maj  haTe  oonaidered  the  anbjeot  more  than  I  have  done 
may  think  leaa  of  them.    Bememher  me  to  Mn.  Baird,  and  Mr.  Oswald;  and 
beliere  me  to  be,  with  great  troth,  dear  Sir,  ainoerelj  yours, 

(Signed)  "  Adam  Sioni.'*  •] 

[Note  £,  p.  45. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned,  among  the  number  of  Mr.  Smith'a  frienda  at  Paris, 
the  AbbS  Morellet,  of  whom  I  haTe  frequently  heard  him  speak  with  much  respect. 
But  his  name,  with  which  I  waa  not  then  Teiy  well  acquainted,  happened  to  escape 
my  recollection  while  writing  this  Memoir;  nor  was  I  at  all  aware  ihai  they  had 
been  so  well  known  to  each  other,  as  I  hare  since  learned  that  they  were.  On 
this  subject  I  might  quote  the  AbbS  Morellet  himseUI  of  whom  I  had  the  pleasure 
to  see  much  in  the  year  1806 ;  but  I  prefer  a  reference  to  his  own  words,  which 
coincide  exactly  with  what  he  stated  to  myself.  ".J'avais  oonnu  Smith  dans  un 
▼oyage  qu'il  aTsit  fait  en  France,  Ters  1762 ;  fl  parlait  fort  mal  nofzelangue ;  mais 
La  TMorie  des  Seniimeni  Moraux,  publico  en  1758,  m^vait  donn6  une  grande 
id6e  de  sa  sagadti  et  de  sa  profondeur.  Et  T^tablement  je  le  legarde  encore 
anjonrdliui  comme  un  des  hommes  qui  a  fait  les  obserrations  et  les  analyses  les 
plus  completes  dans  toutes  les  questionB  qu*Q  a  trait6es.  M.  Turgot,  qui  aimait 
ainsi  quo  moi  la  m^taphysique,  estimait  beaucoup  son  talent  Nona  le  vhnes 
plusieurs  fois ;  il  fht  pr§sent6  chez  Helyetius ;  nous  parllmes  de  la  th^rie  com- 
merciale,  banqne,  credit  public,  et  de  plusieurs  points  du  grand  ouTrage  qu'il 
m^tait.*'— JfAnoifM  de  V Alibi  Mantlet,  Tome  I.  p.  257,  (Paris,  1821.) t] 

KoTB  F,  p.  46. 

The  Theory  cf  Moral  SenHmenU  does  not  seem  to  have  attracted  so  much 
notice  in  France  as  might  have  been  expected,  tiU  after  the  publication  of  the 
WedUh  ofNaHoni.  Mr.  Smith  used  to  ascribe  this  in  part  to  the  Abb6  Blavet's 
translation,  which  he  thought  was  but  indifierently  executed.  A  better  reason, 
howeyer,  may  perhaps  be  found  in  the  low  and  stationaiy  oondition  of  Ethical  and 
Metaphysical  Science  in  ihat  country,  prerioua  to  the  publication  of  the  JSnq^ 
pSdie.  On  this  head  I  beg  leare  to  transcribe  a  few  sentences  from  an  anonymous 
paper  of  his  own,  printed  in  the  Edinbtirgh  Itemew  for  the  year  1755.  The  re- 
marks contained  in  them,  so  far  as  tbey  are  admitted  to  be  just,  tend  strongly  to 
confirm  sn  obserration  which  I  have  elsewhere  quoted  fitmi  D'Alembert,  with 
respect  to  the  literary  taste  of  hia  countrymen.^ 

"  The  origmal  and  inyentiTe  genius  of  the  English  has  not  only  discovered 
itself  in  Natural  Philosophy,  but  in  Morals,  Metaphysics,  snd  part  of  the  abstract 
seienceB.  Whaterer  attempts  have  been  made  in  modem  tunes  towards  improve- 
ment  in  this  contentious  and  unproeperous  PhDosophy,  beyond  what  the  AndenU 
hare  left  us,  have  been  made  in  England.  The  meditations  of  Deacartes  excepted,  I 
know  nothbg  in  French  that  aims  at  bemg  original  on  that  subject ;  for  the  Phi- 
losophy of  M.  Begis,  as  well  as  that  of  Father  Malebranche,  are  but  refinementaon 

*Sl!r  -^"*'^'  *»^  addUhnt.^  «8eeM«Mi9Aleal  Jteavff.  ppi  110,  HI.  [Part 

^t*»<"-3  L  BnjiU. ;  ivpra.  Works,  ToL  V,p.  IM] 
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tlie  meditatioDs  of  Deacartes.  Bat  Mr.  Hobbes,  Mr.  Locke,  and  Dr.  Mandevillo, 
Loid  Shafteabmyi  Dr.  Batler,  Dr.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Hntcheaon,  ha^e  all  of  them, 
aocordmg  to  their  different  and  incoPBietent  aystems,  endeayonred  at  leaat  to  be,  in 
Bome  meaanre,  original,  and  to  add  aometbing  to  that  atock  of  obaerVadona  with 
which  the  world  had  been  fomiahed  before  them.  Thia  branch  of  the  EngUah 
Philosophy,  which  aeema  now  to  be  entirely  neglected  by  the  English  themaelTea, 
haa,  of  late,  been  transported  into  France.  I  obaerre  aome  tracea  of  it,  not  only 
in  the  JEneydopSdie,  but  in  the  Theory  of  Affreeahle  8eiUimeiU§,  by  M.  de  Ponilly, 
a  work  that  is  in  many  respects  original ;  and  abore  all,  in  the  late  Diaooune 
fjqpon  the  Origin  and  Foundation  of  the  Inequality  anumget  Mankind^  by  M. 
Boossean  of  Geneva." 

A  new  translation  of  Mr.  Smith's  Theory,  (inclading  his  last  additions,)  waa 
pnbliahed  at  Paris  in  1798,  by  Madame  de  Condorcet,  with  some  ingenious  letteza 
on  Sympathy  annexed  to  it,  written  by  the  translator. 

Nora  G,  p.  58. 

By  way  of  ezplanatio!i  of  what  is  hinted  at  in  the  footnote,  p.  63, 1  think  it 
proper  for  me  now  to  add,  that  at  the  period  when  this  Memoir  was  read  before 
the  Boyal  Society  of  Edinbm^h,  it  was  not  nnusnal,  even  among  men  of  some 
talents  and  information,  to  oonfomid,  stndioosly,  the  specQlati?e  doctrines  of  Poli- 
tical Economy,  with  those  discnssions  concerning  the  first  principles  of  Ghnremment 
which  happened  nnibrtonately  at  that  time  to  agitato  the  public  mind.  The 
doctrine  of  a  Free  Trade  was  itself  represented  as  of  a  rsTolutionary  tendency ;  and 
some  who  had  fonnerly  prided  themselTes  on  their  intimacy  with  Mr.  Smith,  and 
on  their  seal  for  the  propagation  of  his  liberal  system,  began  to  call  in  question 
the  expediency  of  subjecting  to  the  disputations  of  philosophers,  the  arcana  of 
Stete  Policy,  and  the  unfathomable  wisdom  of  the  feudal  ages.  In  reprinting  this 
Section  at  present,  I  have,  from  obrions  motives,  followed  scrupulously  the  text  of 
the  first  edition,  without  any  alterations  or  additions  whatsoe?er,  reserving  any 
commente  and  oritidsms  which  I  have  to  ofier  on  Mr.  Smith's  work,  for  a  difRsrent 
pubhoation.    (1810.) 

Note  H,  p.  66* 

Notwithstanding  the  unqualified  praise  I  have  bestowed,  in  the  text,  on  Mr. 
Smith's  arrangement,  I  readily  admit  that  aome  of  his  incidental  discussions  and 
digreaaiona  might  have  been  more  akilfuUy  and  happily  incorporated  with  his 
general  design.  Little  stress,  however,  will  be  laid  on  blemishes  of  this  sort,  by 
those  who  are  aware  of  the  extreme  di£Bculty  of  giving  anything  like  a  systematic 
shape  to  reseazchea  so  various,  and,  at  first  view,  so  unoonnected,  as  his  plan 
embraces :  some  of  them  having  for  their  aim  to  establish  abstract  principles  of 
universal  application,  and  others  bearing  a  particular  reference  to  the  drcumstanoea 
and  policy  of  our  own  country. — It  ought  to  be  remembered,  beaides,  how  much 
our  taste,  in  matters  of  arrangement,  is  liable  to  be  influenced  by  our  individual 
habito  of  thought,  by  the  accidental  conduct  of  our  early  studies,  and  by  other  car- 
oumstancea  which  may  be  expected  to  present  the  same  olgecte  under  diflisrent 
aspecte  to  different  inquirers.    Something  of  this  kind  is  experienced  even  in  those 
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more  exact  SdenoeSi  wher  the  whole  biuinees  of  an  elementaiy  writer  is  to  itate 
known  and  demonstrated  trntha,  in  a  logical  and  pleasing  series.  It  hBB  been 
experienced  most  remarkaUj  in  pore  Geometiy,  the  elements  of  which  luwe  been 
modeUed  into  a  hundred  different  forms  bj  the  first  mathematicians  of  modem 
Eorope ;  while  none  of  them  has  jet  been  able  to  nnite  the  soffiages  of  the  paUic 
in  faTOor  of  any  one  arrangement  as  indispntablj  the  best.  What  allowances, 
then,  are  those  entitled  to,  who,  Tenturing  npon  a  vast  and  untrodden  field,  aspire 
to  combine  with  the  task  of  original  speculation,  a  systematical  regard  to  hnniiioas 
method,  if  they  should  sometimes  happen  to  mistake  the  historical  order  of  their 
own  conclusions  for  the  natonl  prooednre  of  the  hnman  understanding  I 

Nora  I,  p.  67  • 

When  this  Memou*  was  first  written,  I  was  not  fully  aware  to  what  an  extent 
the  EVench  Economists  had  been  aniaoipated  in  some  of  their  most  importsnt  con- 
clusions, by  writers  (chiefly  British)  of  a  much  earlier  date.  I  had  often,  indeed, 
been  struck  with  the  coincidence  between  their  reasonings  concerning  the  adTaa- 
tages  of  their  territorial  tax,  and  Mr.  Locke's  speculations  on  the  same  subject,  in 
one  of  his  Political  Discourses  published  sixty  years  before,  as  well  as  with  the 
coincidence  of  their  argument  against  corporations  and  exdosiye  companies,  with 
what  had  been  urged  at  a  still  eariier  period,  by  the  celebrated  John  de  Witt,  by 
Sir  Josiah  Child,  by  John  Cary  of  Bristol,  and  by  Tarious  other  speculative  men, 
who  appeared  in  the  letter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  To  these  last  writers, 
my  attention  had  been  directed  by  some  quotations  and  references  of  the  Abbi 
MoreUet,  in  his  very  able  Memoir  on  the  Eatt  India  Company  of  France,  printed 
in  1769.  Many  passages,  however,  much  more  full  and  explicit  than  those  which 
had  Men  in  his  way,  have  been  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  in 
his  curious  and  valuable  collection  of  rare  English  Tracts  rekting  to  Fditieal 
Economy.  In  some  of  these,  the  argument  is  stated  in  a  manner  so  dear  and  so 
conclusive,  as  to  render  it  surprisbg,  that  truths  of  which  the  public  has  been  so 
long  in  possession,  should  have  been  so  completely  overborne  by  prejudice  and 
misrepresentation,  as  to  have  had,  to  a  large  proportion  of  readers,  the  appearance  of 
novelty  and  paradox,  when  revived  in  the  philosophical  theories  of  the  present  age.* 

The  system  of  Political  Economy  which  professes  to  regulate  the  commercial 
intercourse  ci  different  nations,  and  which  Mr.  Smith  has  distinguished  by  the 
title  of  the  Commercial  or  Mercantile  System,  had  its  root  in  prejudices  still  more 
inveterate  than  those  which  restrained  the  freedom  of  commerce  and  indnstiy 
among  the  members  of  the  same  community.    It  was  supported  not  <mly  by  the 

•  [la  ragKnl  (o  Adam  Smith's  ati^mUity  on  m  ooMldtr  that  '*  aoootdiBK  to  tho  OoBmoa 

vailoai  poinii  of  Poiltleil  Boonomy,  I  nwy  Law  of  Bi^laiid,  tho  froodom  of  ttado  ia  the 

vrfar,  in  gnonl,  to  Tola  TIIL  and  IX.  of  thto  MrUuight  of  Iho  ■abj^et"   Forthooplnioooof 

•diUon,  in  wbioh  Mr.  Biowart't  Udum  on  tUi  Lord  Ooko  and  of  Lord  Ohlaf-Juaoo  FoctMou, 

■eteooe  uo  oontalnod.    Boo  alio  in  ToL  DL,  onthia point,  aae a  Paaphlat b j  Locd  Landar- 

art.  BmUh,  Adam,  *a,  of  tha  JiMlfir.]  dala^  ontttlad,  HMt  to  Ot  Jiam/aetmen  9 

iTIiatthawxitanofttiialdandahoaldliava  O^wrf  Ariiain,  Jfc&,  (pilntad  in  1805,)  whan 

had  the  ataxt  of  thoaa  in  tha  greatar  part  of  alao  may  ha  found  a  Uat  of  alatotaa  ooatainlas 


Biiropa,inadoptfnK  anUgfatanad  idaaaoonoen-       raoognltioBa  and  dadaiatiooa  of  tha  aho«a 
ing  Oommaret^  will  nol  appear  iorpiidab  whan 
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pn(Jadioes  with  wliich  all  innoTations  liave  to  coiiiend,  and  bj  the  talents  of  twj 
poweritil  bodies  of  men  interested  to  defend  it»  bnt  bj  the  mistaken  and  damonras 
patriotism  of  manj  good  citizensi  and  their  blind  hostility  to  supposed  enemies  or 
riTsls  abroad.  The  absurd  and  delusive  principles,  too,  formerly  so  prsTalent,  with 
respect  to  the  nature  of  national  wealth,  and  the  essential  importance  of  a  &Tonr- 
aUe  balance  of  trade,  (principles  which,  though  now  so  dearly  and  demonstrably 
exploded  by  the  aiguments  of  Mr.  Smith,  must  be  acknowledged  to  fall  in  naturally, 
and  ahnost  inevitably,  with  the  first  apprehensions  of  the  mind  when  it  begins  to 
speculate  concerning  the  Theory  of  Commerce,)  communicated  to  the  Mercantile 
System  a  degree  of  plausibility,  against  which  the  most  acute  reasoners  of  our 
own  times  are  not  always  sufficiently  on  their  guard.  It  was  accordingly,  at  a 
considerably  later  period,  that  the  wisdom  of  its  maTims  came  to  be  the  subject  of 
general  discussion ;  and,  even  at  this  day,  the  controversy  to  which  the  discussion 
gave  rise  cannot  be  said  to  be  completely  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 
A  few  enlightened  individuals,  however,  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  very  eariy 
got  a  glimpse  of  the  truth,^  and  it  is  but  justice,  that  the  scattered  hints  which 
they  threw  out  should  be  treasured  up  as  materials  for  literary  history.  I  have 
sometimes  thought  of  attempting  a  slight  sketch  on  that  subject  myself;  but  am 
not  without  hopes  that  this  suggestion  it%y  have  the  effect  of  recommending  the 
task  to  some  abler  hand.  At  present,  I  shall  only  quote  one  or  two  paragraphs 
from  a  pamphlet  published  in  1734,  by  Jacob  Vanderlint,*  an  author  whose  name 
has  been  frequently  referred  to  of  late  years,  but  whose  book  never  seems  to  have 
attracted  much  notice  till  long  after  the  publication  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  He 
describes  himself,  in  his  Preface,  as  an  ordinary  tra/detman^from  whom  ike  eon- 
deeneu  and  accuracy  of  a  scholar  is  not  to  be  expected;  and  yet  the  following 
passages  will  bear  a  comparison,  both  in  point  of  good  sense  and  of  liberality,  irith 
what  was  so  ably  urged  by  Mr.  Hume  twenty  years  afterwards,  in  his  Essay  an  the 
Jealousy  of  Trade, 

"  All  nations  have  some  commodities  peculiar  to  them,  which,  therefore,  are  un- 
doubtedly designed  to  be  the  foundation  of  commerce  between  the  several  nations, 
snd  produce  a  great  deal  of  maritime  employment  for  mankind,  which  probably, 
without  such  peculiarities,  could  not  be ;  and  in  this  respect,  I  suppose,  we  are 
distinguished  as  well  as  other  nations ;  and  I  have  before  taken  notice,  that  if  one 
nation  be  by  nature  more  distinguished  in  this  respect  than  another,  as  they  will, 
by  that  means,  gain  more  money  than  such  other  nations,  so  the  prices  of  all  their 
commodities  and  labour  will  be  higher  in  such  proportion,  and  consequently,  they 
will  not  be  richer  or  more  powerful  for  having  more  money  than  their  neighbours. 


1  Aeoordlogto  the  slalemeBt  of  Lord  Horbert 
of  OhfM-bary,  the  f oUoirtng  doetrine  wm  de- 
livered In  the  Bngliih  Honae  of  Conunooa  b  j 
Sir  Thomai  More,  (then  speaker,)  elmoit  three 
oantnxles  ago.  *«  I  ny  oonfldently,  joa  need 
not  fear  this  pmary  or  BcaroaneM  of  none j, 
the  intcMonzM  of  thingi  being  lo  ettabliihed 
throQgfaont  the  whole  world,  that  there  ii  aper- 
petoal  deiltatlon  of  all  that  can  be  neoMnryto 
mankind.  Thai,  your  oonunoditiea  will  erer 
find  oat  maaej;  while,  not  to  go  far,  I  ihall 


prodnoe  our  own  merdianti  only,  who  (let  me 
aaue  yon)  will  be  always  at  glad  of  your  oom 
and  oatUe,  as  yon  can  be  of  anything  they 
toing  you."— The  Uf*  and  Reign  qf  King  Smrjf 
the  Eighth,  London,  1672,  p:  135. 

It  is  not  a  Utile  diaoooniging  to  refleetk  that 
the  metoantile  proiadioe  hen  oombated  Iqr  this 
graat  man,  has  not  yet  yidded  entirely  to  aQ 
the  philosophieal  lights  of  the  18th  eentmy. 

*  Monef  Mmoere  oB  Thingt,  *c  *a  Lon- 
don, 1734. 
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"  But  if  we  import  any  kind  of  goods  cheaper  than  we  can  now  raiae  them, 
which  othenriae  might  be  aa  well  raised  at  home,  in  ihia  caae,  midoahtedly,  we 
ought  to  attempt  to  raiae  auoh  oommoditieB,  and  therebj  fiimiah  ao  many  new 
faranchea  of  emplojrment  and  trade  for  our  own  people,  and  remove  the  inconveni- 
ence of  receiving  an j  gooda  from  abroad,  which  we  can  anywiae  raiae  on  aa  good 
tenna  oniaeivea ;  and,  aa  this  ahonld  be  done  to  prevent  every  nation  from  finding 
their  account  with  na  by  any  auch  commoditiea  whataoever,  ao  thia  would  more 
e£B9ctaally  ahnt  out  all  anch  foreign  gooda  than  any  law  can  da 

"  And  aa  thia  ia  all  the  prohibiliona  and  reatrainta  whereby  any  foreign  trade 
should  be  obatr noted,  ao  if  thia  method  were  obeerved,  our  gentry  would  find  them- 
aeWea  the  richer,  notwithstanding  their  consumption  of  auch  other  foreign  gooda, 
aa,  being  the  peculiaritiea  of  other  natkna,  we  may  be  obliged  to  import  For  if, 
when  we  have  thua  raised  all  we  can  at  home,  the  goods  we  import  after  thia  ia 
done  be  cheaper  than  we  can  raise  auch  gooda  ouraelvea,  (which  they  mnat  be; 
otherwiae  we  shall  not  import  them,)  it  ia  plain,  the  consumption  of  any  auch  gooda 
cannot  occaaion  ao  great  an  expense  aa  they  would,  if  we  could  ahut  them  out  by 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  in  order  to  raiae  them  ouraelvea* 

*'  From  henoe,  therefore,  it  mnat  appear,  that  it  ia  impoasible  anybody  ahould  be 
pooror,  for  using  any  foreign  goods  at  c^«aper  ratea  than  we  can  raise  them  onr- 
aelTes,  after  we  have  done  all  we  poaaibly  can  to  raise  such  goods  aa  cheap  aa  we 
import  them,  and  find  we  cannot  do  it;  nay,  thia  very  oircumatanoe  makea  all 
auch  gooda  come  under  the  character  of  the  peeuHarkiei  of  thoae  countriea  which 
are  able  to  raiae  any  such  gooda  cheaper  than  we  can  do,  for  they  will  necesaaiily 
operate  as  snch.*'^ 

The  same  author,  in  another  part  of  hia  work,  quotes  from  Erasmus  FhiUps,  a 
maxim  which  he  calla  a  ^oriow  one:  "  That  a  trading  nation  should  be  an  open 
warehouae,  where  the  merchant  may  buy  what  he  pleaaea,  and  aell  what  he  can. 
Whatever  is  brought  to  you,  if  you  don't  want  it,  you  won't  purohaae  it ;  if  yon  do 
want  it,  the  largeness  of  the  impost  don't  keep  it  from  you.*' 

"  All  nations  of  the  world,  therefore,"  says  Vanderlint,  **  should  be  regarded  aa 
one  body  of  tradesmen,  exercising  their  yarious  oocupations  for  the  mutual  benefit 
and  advantage  of  each  other.**'  **  I  will  not  contend,'*  he  adda,  evidently  in  com- 
pliance with  national  prejudices,  "  I  will  not  contend  for  a  free  and  unrestrained 
trade  with  respect  to  IVance,  though  I  can*t  see  it  could  do  us  any  harm  even  in 
thatcaae."' 

In  these  last  sentences,  an  aigoment  is  suggested  for  a  free  oommeroe  all  over 
the  globe,  founded  on  the  same  principle  on  which  Mr.  Smith  haa  demonstnted 
the  beneficisl  effects  of  a  division  and  distribution  of  labour  among  the  members  of 
the  same  community.  The  happinesa  of  the  whole  race  would,  in  hd,  be  pro- 
moted by  the  former  arrangement^  in  a  manner  exactly  analogona  to  that  in  which 
the  comforta  of  a  particular  nation  are  multiplied  by  the  latter. 

In  the  aame  Sssay,  Mr.  VanderHnt^  following  the  footstepa  of  Locke,  maintains 
with  considerable  ingenuity,  the  noted  doctrine  of  the  Economists,  that  all  taxes 
fidl  ultimately  on  land,  and  reoommenda  the  substitution  of  a  land-tax,  in  place  of 
those  complicated  fiscal  regulations  which  hare  been  everywhere  adopted  by  the 

»Pp.97-Wt  «P#*  'P.  48. 
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■Utesmen  of  modern  Europe,  and  whicb,  while  they  imporerish  and  oppren  the 
people,  do  not,  in  the  eame  degree,  enrich  the  aoTeraign.^ 

The  doctrine  which  more  ezchuiTelj  diatrngmdies  this  oelebnted  aect»  is 
neither  that  of  the  iraedom  of  trade,  nor  of  the  territorial  tax,  (on  both  of  which 
topics  thej  had  been,  in  part,  anticipated  hj  English  writers,)  bat  what  they  have 
so  ingenionsly  and  forcibly  nrged,  with  respect  to  the  tendency  of  the  existing  re- 
gulations and  restraints,  to  encourage  the  industry  of  towns  in  preference  to  that  of 
the  country.  To  rerive  the  languishing  agriculture  of  France  was  the  first  and 
the  leading  aim  of  their  speculations ;  and  it  is  impossible  not  to  admire  the  metar 
physical  acuteness  and  subtlety  with  which  all  their  yarious  discussions  are  so 
combined  as  to  bear  systematically  upon  this  favourite  object.  The  influence  of 
their  labours  in  turning  the  attention  of  French  statesmen,  under  the  old  monarchy, 
to  the  encouragement  of  this  essential  branch  of  national  industry,  was  remarked 
by  Mr.  Smith  more  than  thirty  years  ago ;  nor  has  it  altogether  ceased  to  operate 
in  the  same  direction,  under  all  the  Tiolent  and  fimtastic  metamorphoses  which 
the  goremment  of  that  country  has  since  exhibited.' 

In  combatmg  the  policy  of  commercial  priTileges,  and  in  asserting  the  redpiocal 
advantages  of  a  free-trade  among  different  nations,  the  founders  of  the  Economical 
sect  candidly  acknowledged,  from  the  beginning,  that  their  first  lights  were  bor- 
rowed firom  England.  The  testimony  of  M.  Turgot  upon  this  point  is  so  perfectly 
dedsive,  that  I  hope  to  gratify  some  of  my  readers  (in  the  present  interrupted 
state  of  our  oommunication  with  the  Continent)  by  the  following  quotations  from 
a  Memoir,  which,  till  lately,  was  very  little  known  even  in  France.  They  are 
transcribed  firom  his  EIoffB  on  M,  Vmoeni  de  Qoumayj  a  name  which  has  always 
been  united  with  that  of  Quesnai  by  the  French  writers  who  haye  attempted  to 
trace  the  origm  and  progress  of  the  now  prevailing  opinions  on  this  branch  of 
legislatioD.' 

"  Jean-Glande-Marie  Vincent,  Seigneur  De  Goumay,  &o.,  est  mort  k  Paris  le 
27  Juin  dernier  (1759),  ig€  de  quarante  sept  ans. 

"  II  kUAi  n6  &  Saint-Malo,  an  mois  de  Mai  1712,  de  dande  Vincent,  Fun  des  plus 
considerables  n^godans  de  cette  ville,  et  secrfitsire  du  roL 

"  Ses  parens  le  destanirent  an  commerce,  et  TenToydrent  H  Cadix  en  1729,  & 
peine  ig€  de  dix  sept  ans."* 


1  LordLMdtrdil*  has  tnoed  tome  bfaitB  of 
ivba*  an  Mminoiily  ooiMld««d  as  the  p«ea- 
Utritf «■  of  ttM  SooBomloal  wpUm^  in  tailoai 
Britlah  pobUeattont  now  almoit  forgotten.  The 
foUoving  ezlnet^  from  a  Tr§eMm  pnbUihed  by 
Mr.  Ai«m,in  1696,  hrealhei  ttie  yery  qrizit  of 
Qnenud'9  phUoeophy. 

"  What  we  oall  wmiinodMei  It  boOiiivhat 
land  eerered  from  the  lofl.  Men  dealt  in  no- 
thing hat  eeith.  The  merebantoare  theteeton 
of  tiie  world,  to  exdamge  one  part  of  the  earth 
for  enolher.  The  king  himeelf  is  IM  Iqr  the 
Isbovof  theoz;  andtbedothlagoftheaimy, 
and  Tietoalling  of  the  nayy,  mart  ell  be  paid 
for  to  the  owner  of  the  ioQ  ••  the  nlttmate 
reoeiirer.  AH  thinfi  in  the  world  are  originally 
the  prodaee  of  the  groosd,  and  there  most  aQ 


thing!  be  raieed."— JnfMify  Into  fht  Nahartand 
Origin  ofPvbUc  WtaUh,  p.  113. 

The  title  of  Ai«iiri  TrtatiM  ii,  OMraJ  ilMcr- 
ttaiu  prw/ed,  in  order  to  enat§  mnotker  Bpodu 
^Monqftkem  Gold.  Its  objeet  wee  to  support 
Dr.  Ohemberiijiie't  propodtlon  for  a  Lend 
Benk,  whioh  he  laid  before  the  English  Hooee 
ofOommoM  in  1683,  and  before  the  Boottiah 
PMliam«ntial703. 

*  It  ii  but  joitioe  to  the  BoonomiiCi  to  add, 
that  they  haTe  laid  more  strem  than  any  other 
olMi  of  wiiten  wliatMMTer,  on  the  prindplee  of 
PoUticel  BooBomy,  oonridered  in  their  eoo- 
nexlon  with  the  intePeotnal  and  moral  ehanoier 
of  apeopleL« 

•  (BWertr  df  Af.  Titrgoi,  Tome  IIL  Paris, 
isoa  «  p.  321. 
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"  Aqx  Imnidret  que  M.  de  Gootdbj  tiroit  de  aa  propre  ezpfirienoe  et  de  mi  re- 
flexions, il  joignit  la  lecture  dee  mefllenrB  oaTnges  que  poeaMent  ear  oeite  metiire 
lea  difiSrentee  natione  de  I'Europe,  e<  m  partieidier  la  nation  AngUnte^  la  phu 
richs  de  UntUi  en  ee  genre,  et  doni  U  i*ttoU  rendUfpour  eette  raieon^  la  larngtie 
famiUtre,  Lea  onTragea  qo'il  Int  ayec  plua  de  plaisir,  et  dont  il  gofita  le  plna  la 
doctrine,  fnrent  lea  traitia  dn  frmenx  Joaiaa  Child,  qa'il  a  tradnita  depnia  en 
Frangoia,  et  lea  mfimoirea  da  Ghwnd  Fenaionnaire  Jean  de  Witt  On  aait  qne  cea 
denx  granda  hommea  aont  oonaid6r6a,  l*an  en  Angleterre,  Pantre  en  HoUande, 
oomme  lea  l^gialatenra  dn  conuneroe :  que  lenra  principea  aont  doTenna  lea  prin- 
dpea  nalionaaz,  et  que  robaerration  de  cea  principea  eat  regardie  oomme  one  dea 
aonroea  de  la  prodigienae  aap&riorit6  qne  cea  dens  nationa  ont  acqniae  dana  le  com- 
merce aor  tontea  lea  antrea  pmaaancea.  M.  de  Goonaj  trouToit  aana  ceaae  dana 
la  pratique  d*nn  commerce  ^tendn  la  TMfication  de  cea  principea  aimplea  et  famii- 
nenx,  il  ae  lea  rendoit  proprea  aana  pr^Toirqn'il  4toit  destin6  k  en  rfipandre  on  joor 
la  luni^  en  France,  et  k  m6riter  de  aa  patrie  le  mime  trilmt  de  reconnolaaance, 
que  VAngleterre  et  la  Hollande  randent  k  la  mfoioire  de  cea  denx  Uenfidteora  de 
lenr  nation  et  de  l'hnmanit6."^ 

"  M.  de  Gonmaj,  apr^a  avdr  qnitti  l*Eepagne,  prit  la  r6aolation  d'emplofer 
qnelqnea  ann^ea  k  Toyager  dana  lea  difiSrentea  pardea  de  l*Earope,  aoit  poor  aog- 
menter  aea  conndaaanoea,  aoit  ponr  ^tendre  aea  correapondancea  et  former  dea 
liaiaona  aTantagenaea  ponr  le  commerce,  qn'il  ae  propoadt  de  continner.  H  toj- 
agea  k  Hambonrg ;  il  parconmt  la  Hollande  et  TAngleterre ;  partont  il  fiuadt  dea 
obaerrationa  et  raaaembloit  dea  mimoirea  anr  Titat  dn  commerce  et  de  la  marine, 
et  anr  lea  prindpea  d^adminiatration  adopt&i  par  cea  di£E<§rentea  nationa  rdatiTe- 
ment  k  cea  granda  objeta.  H  entretendt  pendant  aea  Toyagea  nne  correapondance 
aniTie  arec  M.  de  Manrepaa,  anqnel  il  fiuaoit  part  dea  Inmidrea  qn'il  recneilldt."' 

"  M.  de  Gh>amaj  acheta,  en  1749,  nne  charge  de  conaeiller  an  grand  oonaeil ;  et 
nne  place  d'intendant  dn  commerce  £tant  yenne  k  Tiqner  an  commencement  de 
1751,  M.  de  Machault,  k  qni  le  m6rite  de  M.  de  Gonmay  itdt  trU-comnn,  la  hd  fit 
dooner.  C'eat  de  ce  moment  que  la  vie  de  M.  de  Gkmmay  derint  oelle  d*nn  homme 
public :  eon  entree  an  Bureau  du  commerce  pamt  %tn  I'^poque  d'une  revolution. 
M.  de  Gonmay,  dana  nne  pratique  de  vingt  ana  dn  commerce  le  plua  6tendu  et  le 
plna  Tari^  done  lafiriquetUaUondeeplue  habilet  nigoeiane  de  MoUandeetdAng^ 
leterre,  done  la  leeiure  dee  autewre  lee  phu  eeUmh  de  eee  deux  nationt,  done 
Vobeervation  attentive  dee  eaueee  de  leur  Honnante  proephiU,  a'6tdt  £ut  dea  prin- 
dpea qni  pamrent  nouTeaux  i  quelquea-una  dea  magiatrata  qui  compoaoient  le 
Bnrean  du  Commerce."' 

**  M.  de  Gonmay  n'ignoroit  paa  qne  pluneura  dea  abna  auxquda  fl  a*oppoaoit, 
arnent  M  antrefoia  ^tablia  dana  une  grande  partie  de  I'Europe,  et  qu'il  en  xeatdt 
mdme  encore  dea  reatigea  en  Angleterre :  maia  il  aavoit  anan  que  le  gonvernement 
Angloia  en  avoit  d^troit  une  partie ;  que  a'il  en  reatoit  encore  quelquea-unea,  Uen 
loin  de  lea  adopter  comme  dea  ^tabliaaemena  utiles,  il  cherchoit  i  lea  restreindre, 
k  lea  empecher  de  a'itendre,  et  ne  lea  toliroit  encore,  que  parceque  la  conatitntion 
r^Uicaine  met  quelquefoia  dea  obataolea  k  la  r^omiation  de  oertaina  abna,  loraqoe 
cea  abna  ne  penvent  etre  conig^a  qne  par  une  autorit6  dont  I'exerdce  le  plua 
avantagecx  an  peuple  exdte  toiyonra  aa  defiance.  II  eavoU  en/bi  que  depuie  un 
iPp.S24»SU.  •Pp.Slff.SM.  •Pp.W.SSt 
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iiieU  toutes  let  personnes  (eUdrieti  ioit  en  EbUandet  $oit  en  AngUterre^  rtgar- 
doient  eet  abu§  comme  de»  ruU$  de  la  harharie  Oothique  etdela  fcMuu  de  torn 
Ua  gouoemement  qui  n^avoient  m'  eoimii  Pwqx>rtanee  de  la  KbertS  pvHtiUque^  m  tu 
laprot6ger  dee  invaiione  de  Veeprii  monopoleur  ei  de  rintirit  partieuUer,^ 

"  M.  de  Gburnaj  avoit  fait  et  va  fEdre,  pendant  vingt  ana,  le  plus  grand  com- 
merce de  Poniyers  sans  aToir  en  occasion  d'apprendre  antrement  que  par  lea  livrea 
TexiBtence  de  toutes  ces  loiz  auxquelles  il  Tojoit  attacher  tant  dHmportance,  et  il 
ne  croyoit  point  alors  qu'on  le  prendroit  pour  nn  novaieur  et  un  homme  d  systdmet , 
lorsquHl  ne  feroit  que  d^yelopper  les  principes  que  I'exp^rience  lui  avoit  enseign^s, 
et  qu*il  Toyoit  uniyersellement  reoonnus  par  les  n^gocians  les  plus  6claires  a?eo 
lesqnels  il  livoit. 

"  Oes  principes,  qu*on  quaHfioit  de  eifttihne  nouveauy  ne  lui  paroissoient  que  les 
maximes  du  plus  simple  bon  sens.  Tout  ce  pr^ndu  eyeUme  6toit  appnyi  sur 
oette  maxime,  qa'en  g£n6ral  tout  homme  connoit  mieox  son  propre  int&:et  qu'un 
autre  homme  &  qui  cet  interet  est  entierement  indifferent.* 

"  De  in  M.  de  Gonmay  concluoit,  que  lorsque  I'int^rSt  des  particuliers  est  pr6- 
cis6ment  le  memo  que  Pint6ret  g^n^ral,  ce  qu*on  pent  faire  de  mieux  est  de  laisser 
chaque  honmie  libre  de  faire  ce  quHl  veut.  Or  il  trouvoit  impossible  que  dans  le 
commerce  abandonn6  k  lui-mdme,  Tint^ret  particulier  ne  concourut  pas  avec 
hntgretg^eral.''" 

In  mentioning  M.  de  €knimay*s  opinion  on  the  subject  of  taxation,  M.  Turgot 
does  not  take  any  notice  of  the  source  firom  which  he  derived  it.  But  on  ihu  head 
(whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  justness  of  that  opinion)  there  can  be  no  doubt 
among  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Locke  and  of  Yanderlint 


1  Boai«  of  IhaM  liberal  prlndpl«  found  tbeir 
waj  into  Franoo  before  the  end  of  the  lOTen- 
teenth  oentuxy.-- See  a  Tory  ooiIoob  book  en- 
titled, L»  DHaU  d«  la  Fnme$  mmt  U  Eigne 
PrimU.  The  iint  edition  (which  I  have  never 
met  with)  appeared  in  1698  or  1699:  the 
aeoond  wai  printed  In  1707.  Both  editioni  are 
anonymous,  bat  the  author  ia  well  known  to 
have  been  M.  de  Boii-Oailbert,  to  whom  Tol- 
taixe  baa  also  (erraneooaly)  aaetibed  the  Prt^^C 
dun§  dUxm$  BopaU,  published  in  the  name  of 
the  KarMial  de  Tanban.— See  the  BpMmi- 
ridu  du  CUcftn  for  the  year  1769,  Tome  IX. 
ppu  IS,  13. 

The  f ortnnate  expresilon,  laitetM  nout  >Wrf , 
which  an  old  menshant  (Le  Oendre)  ia  nid  to 
haTo  need  in  a  oon?er»ation  with  Oolbert ;  and 
the  Mill  more  dgnifleant  maxim  of  theMaiqait 
d' Argenion,  jnw  Crop  gwmtmer,  are  indebted 
chiefly  for  that  prorerbial  odebrity  which  they 
haTO  now  acquired,  to  the  accidental  Inatre  re- 
flected upon  them  by  the  diacuarioni  of  more 
modem  dmea.  They  must,  at  the  aame  time, 
be  allowed  to  eiince  in  their  antbon^  a  dear 
perception  of  the  importance  of  a  problem, 
whidi  Mr.  Borke  has  aomewhere  pronoonced 
to  be  "oMorikf/iMff  tolvilftU<0ll/-leaf- 


e<rtaif^  what  the  ftaU  aughi  to  take  upon  UmOS 
to  direct  ^  the  puUie  wisdom,  and  wkat  U 
oufikt  to  leave,  with  as  little  interferenoi  aepos- 
eible,  to  iMlMdual  dieeraion."  The  eolation 
of  this  problem,  in  lome  of  in  meet  intereiting 
caaei,  may  be  regarded  aa  one  of  the  prindpal 
objects  of  Mr.  Smith's  Jnqttbrpt  and*  among 
the  many  happy  changeo  which  that  work  has 
gradually  prodooed  in  preTailing  opinions, 
none  is,  perhaps,  of  greater  oonseqoence,  than 
Its  powerfol  effect  in  disoediting  that  empirical 
spirit  of  tampering  B^nlati<m,  which  the  mol- 
titode  is  so  apt  to  mistake  for  the  provident 
sagadty  of  political  esperisnoe. 

*!  have  endeaTonred,  in  a  former  work,  to 
▼indicate,  apon  the  very  same  pxindple,  some 
of  Mr.  Smith's  political  specnlations  against 
the  charge  of  bdng  founded  rather  on  theory 
than  on  actual  experience.  I  was  not  aware, 
till  very  latdy,  that  this  view  of  the  sabject 
had  been  eanetioned  by  sudi  high  authorities 
as  M.  de  Goumay  and  M.  Target. — See  Philo- 
eopkjf  of  ike  Buman  Mind,  pp.  Sff4-206,  3d 
edit.  [chap.  iv.  |  8;  fvpra,  Worke,  Yd.  IL 
p.  23ff,  ssj.] 

<  Pp.  334-336. 
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^  11  pensoit,"  nys  Tmgoi,  **  que  toas  lee  impdto,  aont  en  derail  analjae,  ton- 
Joim  payfif  par  le  propridtaiie,  qui  vend  d'antant  moins  let  prodiiits  de  m  terra,  et 
qae  ri  touB  lee  impdte  etoient  i^pertu  ear  lee  faoAM,  lee  pcopii6teirae  et  le  n^enme 
7  gagneroieiit  tout  oe  qa'abeorbent  lee  fieiz  de  r%ie,  tout  U  cooeommetioo  oa 
Pemploi  eUrile  dee  hommee  perdue,  eoit  i  peroeyoir  lee  impdti,  eoit  i  £ure  la  ood- 
trebende,  eoit  H  Tempecber,  eana  compter  la  prodigieoee  augmentatioii  dee  licheeeei 
et  dee  valeare  reenltantee  de  raogmentatioD  da  oommerce."  ^ 

In  a  note  apon  thie  paeeage  by  tbe  Editor,  tbie  project  of  a  territorial  tax, 
together  with  tbat  of  a  free-trade,  are  mentiooed  among  tbe  moet  important  pointe 
in  wbicb  Goomaj  and  Qoeenai  agreed  perfisctlj  together;'  and  it  ie  not  a  little 
cariooa,  that  tbe  lame  two  doctrinee  ahoald  have  been  combined  together  ae  parte 
of  the  came  eyetem,  in  the  Treatiee  of  Vanderiint,  pnbUehed  almoet  twenty  yeare 
before* 

It  doee  not  appear  from  Targot*e  aoooont  of  M.  de  Goamay,  that  any  of  hie 
original  worke  were  ever  pabliahed,  nor  have  I  beard  that  be  waa  known  eren  in 
the  oapaoiiy  of  a  tnnalator,  prior  to  1752.  "  D  eat  le  bonhear,"  laye  M.  Tnrgot, 
"  de  renoontrer  dene  M.  Tradaine,  le  mdme  amour  de  la  T6rit6  et  da  bien  pobho 
qoi  Panimoit;  conmie  il  n'avoit  encore  d^Tclopp^  see  piindpee  qae  par  oooaaion, 
dene  la  diecattion  dee  afiairea  oa  dana  la  converaation,  M.  Tmdaine  I'engagea  & 
donner  comme  one  eepto  de  corpa  de  aa  doctrine ;  et  c*eat  dana  cette  Tae  qa*il  a 
tauiait,  en  1762,  lea  traits  aor  le  commerce  et  aor  I'intiret  de  I'argent,  de  Joaiae 
Child  et  de  Thomaa  Culpepper."*  I  quote  thie  paaaage,  beoauae  it  enablea  me  to 
oonect  an  inaceuracy  in  pdnt  of  datea,  which  baa  eecaped  the  learned  and  inge- 
nioua  writer  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  firat  complete  edition  which  baa  yet 
appeared  of  Turgot'a  works.  After  dividing  the  Economieta  into  two  achoola,  that 
of  Goamay  and  that  of  Queanai,  he  claaann  under  the  former  denomination  (among 
aome  other  very  iUuatrioua  namee)  Mr.  Darid  Hame^  whoee  JhUticdl  Di§eamn6$f 
I  maat  take  the  liberty  of  remarking,  were  published  aa  eariy  aa  1752,  the  ▼eiy 
year  when  !£.  de  Goumay  published  hie  Trandaiiani  of  Child  and  of  Culpepper. 

The  aame  writer  afterwards  adds : — "  Entre  ces  deux  icolea,  profitant  de  Pune 
et  de  I'antre,  maia  (ritant  a?ec  aom  de  paroitre  tenir  &  aocane,  ae  aont  ikn^  quel- 


ipp.  3ffO.  B5L 

*  Oed  Mtk  a?«o  la  lib«tf  da  eomaMna  et  da 
tmnXl,  on  des  prinripam  poiati  nir  kaqoslB 
M.  d«  aonnaj  H  M.  QDMoai  onl  M  oom- 
ptonamtnt  diMeord. 

I  httfit  alrsftdj  quoted,  from  Tsnderiiiifc,  Us 
opinion  about  the  frMdom  of  oiftdeL  HisidoM 
wltli  rofpoet  to  taatioa  I  •ball  alio  itati  in 
hl>  own  wordf:— *'  I  can't  dlniii«  tbia  head 
wilbontabowing.  tbat  if  aQtbatazot  wan  taken 
off  gooda,  and  levied  oa  lands  and  bonaae  onlj, 
tbe  gentlemen  woold  bave  more  neU  rmt  left 
ootof  tbeir  eetates,  tban  tbey  bave  now  wben 
tbe  taxes  aie  almoet  wboDy  levied  on  goods." 
For  his  aignment  in  proof  of  tbis  proposition, 
eee  bis  iiiwqr  on  Momif,  ^  109,  €(  «eg.  Bee 
also  Locke's  ComidenMaiu  on  the  Lowtring  cf 


UdMdinieOl. 

As  to  tbe  dUseaverif  (as  it  bas  been  eaOed)  of 
tbe  JumfcioMi  dUttneHen  hvtwmn  the  "prodMi 
Mai*'  andthe  " prodntt mC ds to eni«M^"> it 
is  not  wortb  wblle  to  dispute  about  Us  antbcr. 
Wbaterer  merit  tbis  tbeoty  of  taiation  may 
pceiem,  the  wbole  credit  of  it  eridanUj  belongi 
to  tbose  wbo  ilrst  proposed  tbe  doetrlne  slated 
in  the  ft»egolng  pangrapb.  Ibe  oalffnlatlons 
of  M.  i^netnai,  bowerer  interesUag  and  nsefbl 
tbej  maj  bare  appeared  in  a  oountty  wlrare  so 
great  a  proportion  of  the  tecritoqr  was  cahi- 
vated  by  HMc^ert  or  CWsnl  PwrUarU,  cannot 
sorely  be  oonsideied  as  throwing  any  new  li^ 
on  tbe  general  prinoiples  of  Political  Soonomy. 

*T.35L  ( 
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ques  philoBopbes  4clectiques,  &  la  tete  deeqaelf  ii  faat  placer  M.  Turgot,  I'Abbi  ds 
CondillaCi  et  le  calibre  Adam  Smith ;  et  panni  lesquelson  doit  compter  trMionor- 
ablement  le  tradacteur  de  celoi-ci,  M.  le  Sinatenr  (Germain  Ghtfnier,  en  Angletem 
my  Lord  Lanedowne,  k  Paris  M.  Say,  k  Gendve  M.  Simonde/' 

How  far  Mr.  Smith  has  availed  himaelf  of  the  writings  of  the  Economists  in  his 
WedUh  of  NaiionSt  it  is  not  mj  present  business  to  examine.  All  that  I  wish  to 
establish  is,  his  indisputable  claim  to  the  same  opinions  which  he  professed  in 
common  with  them,  several  years  before  the  names  of  either  Goumaj  or  of  Queanai 
were  at  all  heard  of  in  the  republic  of  letters. 

With  respect  to  a  veiy  distinguished  and  enlightened  English  statesman,  who 
is  here  included  along  with  Mr.  Smith  among  the  edeetie  disciples  of  Gburnaj  and 
of  Quesnai,  I  am  enabled  to  state,  from  his  own  authority,  the  accidental  circmn- 
stance  which  first  led  him  into  this  train  of  thought.  In  a  letter  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  from  his  Lordship  in  1795,  he  expresses  himself  thus : — 

"  I  owe  to  a  journey  I  made  with  Mr.  Smith  from  Edinburgh  to  London,  the 
difference  between  light  and  darkness  through  the  best  part  of  my  life.  The 
novelty  of  his  principles,  added  to  my  youth  and  prejudices,  made  me  unable  to 
comprehend  them  at  the  time,  but  he  urged  them  with  so  much  benevolence,  as 
well  as  eloquence,  that  they  took  a  certain  hold,  which,  though  it  did  not  develop 
itself  so  as  to  arrive  at  full  conviction  for  some  few  years  after,  I  can  fairly  say, 
has  constituted  ever  since,  the  happiness  of  my  life,  as  well  as  any  little  considera- 
tion I  may  have  enjoyed  in  it." 

As  the  current  of  public  opinion,  at  a  particular  period,  (or  at  least  the  prevail- 
ing habits  of  study,)  may  be  pretty  accurately  judged  of  by  the  books  which  were 
then  chiefly  in  demand,  it  may  be  worth  mentioning,  before  I  conclude  this  Note, 
that  in  the  year  1751,  (the  same  year  in  which  Mr.  Smith  was  promoted  to  his 
professorship,)  several  of  our  choicest  tracts  on  subjects  connected  with  Political 
Economy  were  republished  by  Bobert  and  Andrew  Foulis,  printers  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Glasgow.  A  book  of  Mr.  Law's,  entitled,  IVppoiaii  and  Beaaontfor 
eonttUuiiing  a  ChuncU  of  Tirade  inSoodand,  &c.,  reprinted  in  that  year,  is  now 
lying  before  me,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  following  works  had  recently 
issued  from  the  University  press  :•— Child's  DUcowne  of  Trade;  Law*s  Ettay  on 
Money  and  Trade;  Gee's  Trade  and  NauiffoUon  of  Great  Britain  eontidered; 
and  Berkeley's  Querist.  In  the  same  list,  Sir  William  Potty's  BoUtieal  Arithmetic 
is  advertised  as  being  then  tn  the  press. 

Mr.  Smith's  Lectures,  it  must  be  remembered,  (to  the  fame  of  which  he  owed  his 
appointment  at  Glasgow,)  were  read  at  Edinburgh  as  early  as  1748. 

Note  K,  p.  69. 

Among  the  questionable  doctrines  to  which  Mr.  Smith  has  lent  the  sanction  of 
his  name,  there  is  perhaps  none  that  involves  so  many  important  consequences  as 
the  opinion  he  has  maintained  concerning  the  expediency  of  legal  restrictions  on 
the  rate  of  interest.  The  inconclusiveness  of  his  reasoning  on  this  point,  has  been 
evinced  with  a  singular  degree  of  logical  acutenesa,  by  Mr.  Bentham,  in  a  short 
treatise,  entitled  A  Defence  of  Usury;  a  peribrmance  to  which  (notwithstanding 
the  long  interval  that  has  elapsed  since  the  date  of  its  publication)  I  do  not  know 
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thai  KDJ  answer  has  jet  been  attempted ;  and  which  a  late  writeri  eminentlj 
aoqnainted  with  the  operations  of  commeroe.  has  pronoanced  (and,  in  my  opinion, 
with  great  tmth)  to  be  "  perfectij  nnanswerable."^  It  is  a  remarkable  circmn- 
stance,  that  Mr.  Smith  should,  in  this  solitary  instance,  have  adopted  on  tnch 
slight  grounds,  a  conclusion  so  strikingly  contrasted  with  the  general  spirit  of  his 
politiciJ  discussions,  and  so  manifestly  at  variance  with  the  fundamental  principles 
which,  on  other  occasions,  he  has  so  boldly  followed  out  through  all  their  practical 
applications.  This  is  the  more  surprising,  as  the  French  Economists  had,  a  few 
years  before,  obviated  the  most  plausible  objections  which  are  apt  to  present  them- 
selves against  this  extension  of  the  doctrine  of  Commercial  Freedom.  See,  in 
particular,  some  observations  in  M.  Turgot's  Be/UetionB  on  the  Fannaticn  and 
Distribfaion  of  Biehet;  and  a  separate  Essay,  by  the  same  author,  entitled, 
Mhnoire  sur  le  PrSt  d  IntirHj  et  iur  U  Oommeree  det  Fen,* 

Upon  this  particular  question,  however,  as  weU  as  upon  those  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  Note,  I  must  be  allowed  to  assert  the  prior  claims  of  our  own  country- 
men to  those  of  the  Economists.  From  a  Memoir  presented  by  the  celebrated  Mr. 
Law,  (before  his  elevation  to  the  ministry,)  to  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans,  that 
very  ingenious  writer  appears  to  have  held  the  same  opinion  with  M.  Turgot ;  and 
the  arguments  he  employs  in  support  of  it  are  expressed  with  that  clearness  and 
conciseness  which,  in  general,  diatingnish  his  compositions.  The  Memoir  to  which 
I  refer  is  to  be  found  in  a  French  work  entitled,  Beeherehet  et  OoneidSratunu  tur 
lea  Finances  de  France^  depuia  1595  juequfen  1721.'  In  the  same  volume,  this 
doctrine  is  ascribed  by  the  editor  to  Mr.  Law  as  i«s  author,  or,  at  least,  as  its  first 
broacher  in  France.  ''  Une  opinion  apportie  en  Franeepour  la  premHtre  foit  par 
M.  LaWj  c*est  que  VktaA  ne  doit  jamais  donner  de  reglemena  sur  le  taux  de 
lintSret."* 

To  this  opinion  Law  appears  evidently  to  have  been  led  by  Locke,  whose  n** 
soningB  (although  he  himself  declares  in  favour  of  a  legal  rate  of  interest)  seem, 
all  of  them,  to  pomt  at  the  opposite  conclusion.  Indeed,  the  apology  he  suggests 
for  the  existing  regulations  is  so  trifling  and  so  slightly  urged,  that  one  would 
almost  suppose  he  was  prevented  merely  by  a  respect  for  established  prqudices, 
from  pushing  his  argument  to  its  full  extent.  The  passage  I  allude  to,  conaideiing 
the  period  when  it  was  written,  does  no  small  credit  to  Lockers  sagacity.* 


I  would  not  have  entered  here  into  the  historical  details  contained  in  the  two 
last  Notes,  if  1  had  not  been  anxious  to  obviate  the  effect  of  that  weak  but  invete- 


>8frVnuietoBuing.  TwajMti  On  UU  Bank 


cf 


s  Id  so  Emy  resd  before  a  llterarj  todety 
in  Glasgow,  some  yeati  before  the  pnbllcstioii 
of  the  Wealth  of  NatioM.  Dr.  Bdd  dtepnted 
the  expediency  of  legal  lestrictioM  on  the  rate 
of  intereit^  foondlng  bia  opinion  on  eome  of 
the  nme  eondderationa  whldi  were  aflenrardi 
io  forcibly  stated  by  Mr.  Bentham.  Hie  atten- 
lon  had  probably  been  attneted  to  Chli 
qiMition  by  a  very  weak  defence  of  theee  re- 
■oietioiis  in  Sir  James  Steuurt'a  PoUUeal 


(Economy,  a  book  wUdi  had  then  been  recently 
pnbUihed,  and  whldi  (thouglk  he  differed 
widely  from  many  of  ita  doctrines)  be  was 
aecQstomed,  in  his  academical  lectwei;  to  re- 
commend wannly  to  his  stadents.  It  was 
indeed  the  only  systematical  work  on  the  sub- 
ject that  had  appeared  in  our  langnace  previous 
to  Kr.  Smith's  Inqtiky. 

•  Bee  ToL  TL  p.  181,  edit,  printed  at  Llas^ 
17ff& 

«P.6i. 

•  Seethe  foUo  edition  of  his  Woik%  YoL  U 
p.  31,  e(«eg. 
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rate  prejudice  which  shuts  the  ejes  of  so  numj  ag^ainst  the  most  manifest  and 
important  truths,  when  they  are  supposed  to  proceed  from  an  obnoxious  quarter. 
The  leading  opinions  which  the  French  Economists  embodied  and  systematized 
were,  in  fact,  all  of  British  origin ;  and  most  of  them  follow  as  necessaiy  conse- 
quences, from  a  maxim  of  natural  law,  which  (according  to  Lord  Coke)  is  identified 
with  the  first  principles  of  English  jurisprudence.  "  La  hide  la  liberty  etUiire  de 
tout  commerce  est  tmcoroUaire  du  droit  de  propriiU.** 

The  truly  exceptionable  part  of  the  Economical  system  (as  I  have  elsewhere 
remarked)  is  that  which  relates  to  the  power  of  the  Sovereign.  Its  original 
authors  and  patrons  were  the  decided  opposers  of  political  liberty,  and,  in  their 
zeal  for  the  right  of  property  and  the  freedom  of  commerce,  lost  sight  of  the  only 
means  by  which  either  the  one  or  the  other  can  be  e£fectually  protected. 

NoTB  L,  p.  73. 

In  the  early  part  of  Mr.  Smith's  life,  it  is  well  known  to  his  friends  that  he  was 
for  several  years  attached  to  a  young  lady  of  great  beauty  and  accomplishment. 
How  far  his  addresses  were  favourably  received,  or  what  the  ciroumstances  were 
which  prevented  their  union,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn ;  but  I  believe  it  is 
pretty  certain  that,  after  this  disappointment,  belaid  aside  all  thoughts  of  marriage. 
The  lady  to  whom  I  allude  died  also  unmarried.  She  survived  Mr.  Smith  for  a 
considerable  number  of  yean,  and  was  alive  long  after  the  publication  of  the  fint 
edition  of  this  Memoir,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her  when  she  was  turned  of 
eighty,  and  when  she  still  retained  evident  traces  of  her  former  beauty.  The 
powers  of  her  underatanding  and  the  gaiety  of  her  temper  seemed  to  have  sufiered 
nothing  from  the  hand  of  time. 


P.S. — Soon  afler  the  foregoing  account  of  Mr.  Smith  was  read  before  the  Boyal 
Society,  a  volume  of  his  JPotthumous  JSaeaya  was  published  by  his  executors  and 
friends,  Dr.  Black  and  Dr.  Button.  In  this  volume  are  contained  three  Essays 
on  the  Principles  which  lead  and  direct  Philosophical  Inquiries : — illustrated,  in 
the  first  place,  by  the  History  of  Astronomy ;  in  the  second,  by  the  History  of  the 
Ancient  Physics ;  in  the  third,  by  the  History  of  the  Ancient  Logics  and  Meta- 
physics. To  these  are  subjoined  three  other  Essays : — on  the  Imitative  Arts ;  on 
the  AfiBnity  between  certain  English  and  Italian  Verses;  and  on  the  External 
Senses.  "  The  greater  part  of  them  appear"  (as  is  observed  in  an  advertisement 
subscribed  by  the  Editors)  '*  to  be  parts  of  a  plan  the  Author  had  once  formed, 
for  giving  a  connected  history  of  the  liberal  sciences  and  elegant  arts." — "  This 
plan"  (we  are  informed  by  the  same  authority)  "  he  had  long  abandoned  as  far 
too  extensive,  and  these  parts  of  it  lay  beside  him  neglected  till  his  death." 

As  this  posthumous  volume  did  not  appear  till  after  the  publication  of  the  fore- 
going Memoir^  it  would  be  foreign  to  the  design  of  these  Notes  to  offer  any 
observations  on  the  different  Essays  which  it  contains.  Their  merits  were  cer- 
tainly not  overrated  by  the  two  illustrious  editors,  when  they  expressed  their 
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hopes,  **  that  tha  retder  wonld  find  in  them  that  happj  connexion,  that  fnll  and 
aoennte  expreBdon,  and  that  dear  iDoatration  which  are  oonspicnoos  in  the  reit 
of  the  anthor'k  works ;  and  that,  though  it  is  di£Gksalt  to  add  much  to  the  great 
fiune  he  so  jnstljr  aoquired  by  his  other  writings,  these  woold  be  lead  with  aatis- 
iJMtion  and  pleasore.**  The  three  first  Essays,  more  psrticalarlj  the  fragment  on 
the  History  of  Astronomy,  are  perhi^  as  strongly  maiked  as  any  of  his  most 
finished  compositions,  with  the  peonliar  characteristics  of  his  rich,  oiiginal,  and 
oomprehensi?e  mind. 

In  order  to  obviate  a  cavil  which  may  possibly  ooonr  to  some  of  those  readers 
who  were  not  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Smith,  I  shall  take  this  opportonity 
of  mentioning,  that  in  snppressbg,  through  the  course  of  the  foregoing  narrative, 
his  honorary  title  of  LLJ).,  (which  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  University  of 
Glasgow  a  very  short  tune  before  he  resigned  his  professorship,)  I  have  complied 
not  only  with  his  own  taste,  bat  with  the  uniform  practice  of  that  circle  in  which 
I  had  the  happiness  of  enjoying  his  society.  To  have  given  him,  so  soon  after  his 
death,  a  designation  which  he  never  assumed  but  on  the  title-pages  of  his  books, 
and  by  which  he  is  never  mentioned  in  the  letters  of  Mr.  Hume  and  of  his  other 
most  intimate  friends,  would  have  sulrjecied  me  justly  to  the  charge  of  afleotation 
from  the  audience  before  whom  my  paper  was  read ;  but  the  truth  is,  (so  little  was 
my  ear  then  accustomed  to  the  name  of  Doctor  SmithJ  that  I  was  altogether  nn- 
ccnscioos  of  the  omission  till  it  was  pointed  oat  to  me,  several  yean  afterwards,  as 
a  drcumitanoe  which,  however  trifling,  had  been  magnified  by  more  than  one 
oritic,  into  a  saiject  of  grave  ammadvenkn. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  principal  authorities  for  the  biographical  details  in  the 
following  pages,  were  communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Bobertson's 
eldest  son,  Mr.  William  Bobertson,  Advocate.^  To  him  I  am 
indebted,  not  only  for  the  original  letters  with  which  he  has 
enabled  me  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  my  readers,  but  for  every 
other  aid  which  he  could  be  prompted  to  contribute,  either  by 
regard  for  his  father's  memory,  or  by  friendship  for  myself. 

My  information  with  respect  to  the  earlier  part  of  Dr. 
Bobertson's  life,  was  derived  almost  entirely  from  one  of  his 
oldest  and  most  valued  fiiends,  the  Bev.  Dr.*  Carlyle  of  In- 
veresk. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add,  that  this  Memoir  was  read  at 
different  meetings  of  the  Boyal  Society  of  Edinburgh ;  and 
was  destined  for  a  place  in  their  Transdctions.  The  length  to 
which  it  has  extended,  suggested  the  idea  of  a  separate  publi- 
cation, and  the  addition  of  an  Appendix. 

During  the  long  interval  which  has  elapsed  since  it  was 
composed,  a  few  sentences  have  been  occasionally  inserted,  in 
which  a  reference  is  made  to  later  criticisms  on  Dr.  Bobertson's 
writings.  I  mention  this  circumstance,  in  order  to  account  for 
some  slight  anachronism& 

leth  May,  IBOl. 

^  [Now  one  of  the  Senaton  of  tlio  CbDeg«  of  Jju^od,  under  t)ie  title  of  Lord 
Bobertfon.l 


ACCOUNT 


or 


THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 


or 


WILLIAM  ROBERTSON,  D.D. 


SECTION  L 


.». 


FBOM  DR.  B0BSBT80N  S  BIBTH  TILL  THB  FUBUGATIOK  OF 

HIS  BISTORT  OF  SCOTLAND. 

William  Bobsrtsok,  D.D.,  late  Principal  of  the  TJniYersity 
of  Edinburgh,  and  Historiographer  to  his  Majesty  for  Scotland, 
was  the  son  of  the  Bev.  Willkm  Bobertson,  Minister  of  the 
Old  Greyfriars*  Church,  and  of  Eleanor  Pitcaim,  daughter  of 
David  Pitcaim,  Esq.  of  Dreghom.  By  his  fietther  he  was 
descended  from  the  Bobertsons  of  Gladney,  in  the  county  of 
Fife ;  a  branch  of  the  respectable  family  of  the  same  name, 
which  has,  for  many  generations,  possessed  the  estate  of  Stman 
in  Perthshire. 

He  was  bom  in  1721,  at  Borthwick,  (in  the  county  of  Mid- 
Lothian,)  where  his  father  was  then  Minister ;  and  reodved  the 
first  rudiments  of  his  education  at  the  school  of  Dalkeith, 
which,  from  the  high  reputation  of  Mr.  Leslie  as  a  teacher,  was 
at  that  time  resorted  to  from  all  parts  of  Scotland.  In  1733, 
he  again  joined  his  father's  family  on  their  removal  to  Edin- 
burgh ;  and,  towards  the  end  of  the  same  year,  he  entered  on 
his  course  of  academical  study. 
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From  this  period  till  the  year  1759,  when,  by  the  publication 
of  his  Scottish  History,. he  fixed  a  new  era  in  the  literary 
annals  of  his  country,  the  habits  and  occurrences  of  his  life 
were  such  as  to  supply  few  materials  for  Biography ;  and  the 
imagination  is  left  to  fill  up  a  long  interval  spent  in  the  silent 
pursuit  of  letters,  and  enlivened  by  the  secret  anticipation  of 
future  eminence.  His  genius  was  not  of  that  forward  and 
irregular  growth  which  forces  itself  prematurely  on  public 
notice ;  and  it  was  only  a  few  intimate  and  discerning  friends, 
who,  in  the  native  vigour  of  his  powers,  and  in  the  patient 
culture  by  which  he  laboured  to  improve  them,  perceived  the 
earnests  of  a  (ame  that  was  to  last  for  ever. 

The  large  proportion  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  life  which  he  thus 
devoted  to  obscurity  will  appear  the  more  remarkable,  when 
contrasted  with  his  early  and  enthusiastic  love  of  study.  Some 
of  his  oldest  commonplace  books,  still  in  his  son's  possession, 
(dated  in  the  years  1735,  1736,  and  1737,)  bear  marks  of  a 
persevering  assiduity,  unexampled  perhaps  at  so  tender  an  age; 
and  the  motto  prefixed  to  all  of  them,  "  Vita  sine  Uteris  mors 
est"  attests  how  soon  those  views  and  sentiments  were  formed, 
which,  to  his  latest  hour,  continued  to  guide  and  to  dignify  his 
ambition.  In  times  such  as  the  present,  when  literary  distinc- 
tion leads  to  other  rewards,  the  labours  of  the  studious  are 
often  prompted  by  motives  very  different  from  the  hope  of 
fiEune,  or  the  inspiration  of  genius ;  but  when  Dr.  Bobertson's 
career  commenced,  these  were  the  only  incitements  which 
existed  to  animate  his  exertions.  The  trade  of  authorship  was 
unknown  in  Scotland ;  and  the  rank  which  that  country  had 
early  acquired  among  the  learned  nations  of  Europe,  had  for 
many  years  been  sustained  entirely  by  a  small  number  of 
eminent  men,  who  distinguished  themselves  by  an  honourable 
and  disinterested  zeal  in  the  ungainful  walks  of  abstract 
science. 

Some  presages,  however,  of  better  times  were  beginning  to 
appear.  The  productions  of  Thomson,  of  Armstrong,  and  of 
Mallet^  were  already  known  and  admired  in  the  metropolis  of 
England,  and  an  impulse  had  been  given  to  the  minds  of  the 
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rifling  generation,  by  the  ezertionB  of  a  few  able  and  enlightened 
men,  who  fOled  important  stations  in  the  Scottish  Universities. 
Dr.  Hutcheson  of  Glasgow,  by  his  excellent  writings,  and  still 
more  by  his  eloquent  lectures,  had  diffused  among  a  numerous 
race  of  pupils,  a  liberality  of  sentiment,  and  a  refinement  of 
taste,  unknown  before  in  this  part  of  the  island ;  and  the  influ- 
ence of  his  example  had  extended,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree, 
to  that  seminary  where  Dr.  Bobertson  received  his  education. 
The  Professorship  of  Moral  Philosophy  at  Edinburgh  was  then 
held  by  Sir  John  Priogle,  afterwards  President  of  the  Boyal 
Society  of  London ;  who,  if  he  did  not  rival  Dr.  Hutcheson's 
abilities,  was  not  surpassed  by  him  in  the  variety  of  his  scientific 
attainments,  or  in  a  warm  zeal  for  the  encouragement  of  useful 
knowledge.  His  efforts  were  ably  seconded  by  the  learning  and 
industry  of  Dr.  Stevenson,  Professor  of  Logic ;  to  whose  valu- 
able prelections  (particularly  to  his  illustrations  of  Aristotle's 
Poetics^  and  of  Longinus  on  the  Sublime)  Dr.  Bobertson  has 
been  often  heard  to  say,  that  he  considered  himself  as  more 
deeply  indebted,  than  to  any  other  circumstance  in  his  acade- 
mical studies.  The  bent  of  his  genius  did  not  incline  him  to 
mathematical  or  physical  pursuits,  notwithstanding  the  strong 
recommendations  they  derived  from  the  popular  talents  of  Mr. 
Maclaurin ;  but  he  could  not  fail  to  receive  advantage  from  the 
eloquence  with  which  that  illustrious  man  knew  how  to  adorn 
the  most  abstracted  subjects,  as  well  as  from  that  correctness 
and  purity  in  his  compositions,  which  still  entitle  him  to  a 
high  rank  among  our  best  writers,  and  which  no  Scottish 
author  of  the  same  period  had  been  able  to  attain. 

A  number  of  other  learned  and  respectable  men,  of  whose 
names  the  greater  part  now  exist  in  tradition  only,  were  then 
resident  in  Edinburgh.  A  dub,  or  society^  of  these,  carried 
on  for  some  years  a  private  correspondence  with  Dr.  Berkeley, 
the  celebrated  Bishop  of  Cloyne,  on  the  subject  of  his  meta- 
physical publications ;  and  are  said  to  have  been  numbered  by 

1  Called  the  BaHkenian  Clnb,  from  and  ingenioiu  Dr.  Wallace,  author  of  the 
the  name  of  the  person  in  whose  tavern  DiaerttUion  on  the  Numbers  of  Mm^ 
its  meetings  were  held.    The  learned      kind,  was  one  of  the  leading  members. 
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him  amoDg  the  few  who  completely  comprehended  the  scope  of 
his  reasonings  against  the  existence  of  matter.  The  inflnence 
of  this  society  in  encouraging  that  spirit  of  philosophical  re- 
search which  has  since  become  so  fashionable  in  Scotland,  has 
often  been  mentioned  to  me  by  those  who  had  the  best  opportu- 
nities of  observing  the  rise  and  progress  of  Scottish  literature. 

I  have  entered  into  these  details,  partly  as  they  suggest  some 
circumstances  which  conspired  with  Dr.  Bobertson's  natural 
inclination  in  fixing  his  studious  habits,  and  partly  as  they  help 
to  account  for  the  sudden  transition  which  Scotland  made, 
about  this  period,  from  the  temporary  obscurity  into  which  it 
had  sunk,  to  that  station  which  it  has  since  maintained  in  the 
republic  of  letters.  A  great  stock  both  of  genius  and  of 
learning  existed  in  the  country ;  but  the  diflScully  of  overcom- 
ing the  peculiarities  of  a  provincial  idiom  seemed  to  shut  up 
every  avenue  to  £Bune  by  means  of  the  press,  excepting  in  those 
departments  of  science,  where  the  nature  of  the  subject  is  such 
as  to  dispense  with  the  graces  of  composition. 

Dr.  Bobertson's  ambition  was  not  to  be  checked  by  these 
obstacles ;  and  he  appeans,  from  a  very  early  period  of  life,  to 
have  employed,  with  much  perseverance,  the  most  e£Eectual 
means  for  surmounting  them.  Among  other  expedients^  he 
was  accustomed  to  exercise  himself  in  the  practice  of  transla- 
tion ;  and  he  had  even  gone  so  fiur  in  the  cultivation  of  this 
Tery  difficult  art,  as  to  have  thought  seriously  of  preparing  for 
the  press  a  version  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  when  he  was  antici- 
pated, by  an  anonymous  publication  at  Glasgow,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  design.  In  making  choice  of  this  author,  he  was 
probably  not  a  little  influenced  by  that  partialily  with  which 
(among  the  writings  of  the  heathen  moralists)  he  always 
regarded  the  remains  of  the  Stoical  philosophy. 

Nor  was  his  ambition  limited  to  the  attainment  of  the 
honours  that  reward  the  industry  of  the  recluse  student 
Anxious  to  distinguish  himself  by  the  utility  of  his  labours  in 
that  profession  to  which  he  had  resolved  to  devote  his  talents, 
and  looking  forward,  it  is  probable,  to  the  active  share  he  was 
afterwards  to  take  in  the  ecclesiastical  policy  of  Scotland,  he 
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aspired  to  add  to  the  art  of  clasdcal  compositioii  the  powers 
of  a  persuasiYe  and  commanding  speaker.  With  this  view, 
he  united  with  some  of  his  contemporaries^  daring  the  last 
years  of  his  attendance  at  college,  in  the  formation  of  a  society, 
where  their  object  was  to  cnltivate  the  study  of  elocution,  and 
to  prepare  themselves,  by  the  habits  of  extemporary  discussion 
and  debate,  for  conducting  the  business  of  popular  assemblies. 
Fortunately  for  Dr.  Robertson,  he  had  here  associates  to  con- 
tend with  worthy  of  himself;  among  others.  Dr.  William 
M'Ghie,  an  ingenions  young  physician,  afterwards  well  known 
in  London;  Mr.  William  Gleghom,  afterwards  Professor  of 
Moral  Philosophy  in  Edinburgh ;  Dr.  John  Blair,  late  Preben- 
dary of  Westminster ;  Dr.  WiUde,  author  of  the  Upigoniad  ; 
and  Mr.  John  Home,  author  of  the  Tragedy  0/ Douglas. 

His  studies  at  the  University  being  at  length  finished,  Dr. 
Bobertson  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith 
in  1741,  and  in  1743  he  was  presented  to  the  living  of  Glads- 
muir,  in  East-Lothian,  by  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun.  The  income 
was  but  inconsiderable,  (the  whole  emoluments  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  pounds  a  year ;)  but  the  preferment,  such  as  it 
was,  came  to  him  at  a  time  singularly  fortunate ;  for,  not  long 
afterwards,  his  father  and  mother  died  within  a  few  hours  of 
each  other,  leaving  a  fEunily  of  six  daughters  and  a  younger 
son,  in  such  circumstances  as  required  eveiy  aid  which  his 
slender  funds  enabled  him  to  bestow. 

Dr.  Bobertson's  conduct  in  this  trying  situation,  while  it 
bore  the  most  honourable  testimony  to  the  generosity  of  his 
dispositions,  and  to  the  warmth  of  his  affections,  was  strongly 
marked  with  that  manly  decision  in  his  plans,  and  that  per- 
severing steadiness  in  their  execution,  which  were  characteris- 
tical  features  of  his  mind.  Undeterred  by  the  magnitude  of  a 
charge^  which  must  have  appeared  fatal  to  the  prospects  that 
had  hitherto  animated  his  studies,  and  resolved  to  sacrifice  to 
a  sacred  duty  all  personal  considerations,  he  invited  his  father's 
family  to  Gladsmuir,  and  continued  to  educate  his  sisters 
under  his  own  roof,  till  they  were  settled  respectably  in  the 
world.    Nor  did  he  think  himself  at  liberty,  till  then,  to  com- 
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plete  an  union,  which  had  been  long  the  object  of  his  wishes, 
and  which  may  be  justly  numbered  among  the  most  fortunate 
incidents  of  his  life.  He  remained  single  till  1751,  when  he 
married  his  cousin,  Miss  Mary  Nisbet,  daughter  of  the  Beverend 
Mr.  Nisbet,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh. 

While  he  was  thus  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  those  pious 
offices,  which  had  devolved  upon  him  by  the  sudden  death  of 
his  parents,  the  BebeUion  of  1745  broke  out  in  ScotiaDd,  and 
afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  evincing  the  sincerity  of  that 
zeal  for  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  his  country,  which 
he  had  imbibed  with  the  first  principles  of  his  education,  and 
which  afterwards,  at  the  distance  of  more  than  forty  years, 
when  he  was  called  on  to  employ  his  eloquence  in  the  national 
commemoration  of  the  Bevolution,  seemed  to  rekindle  the  fires 
of  his  youtL  His  situation  as  a  country  clergyman,  confined, 
indeed,  his  patriotic  exertions  within  a  narrow  sphere;  but 
even  here  his  condact  was  guided  by  a  mind  superior  to  the 
scene  in  which  he  acted.  On  one  occasion,  (when  the  capital 
of  Scotland  was  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels,)  the  state  of  public  affairs  appeared  so  critical,  that  he 
thought  himself  justified  in  laying  aside  for  a  time  the  pacific 
habits  of  his  profession,  and  in  quitting  his  parochial  residence 
at  Gladsmuir  to  join  the  Volunteers  of  Edinburgh ;  and  when, 
at  last,  it  was  determined  that  the  city  should  be  surrendered, 
he  was  one  of  the  small  band  who  repaired  to  Haddington 
and  offered  their  services  to  the  commander  of  his  Majest/s 
forces. 

The  duties  of  his  sacred  profession  were,  in  the  meantime, 
discharged  with  a  punctuality  which  secured  to  him  the 
veneration  and  attachment  of  his  parishioners,  while  the  elo- 
quence and  taste  that  distingmshed  him  as  a  preacher,  drew 
the  attention  of  the  neighbouring  clergy,  and  prepared*  the  way 
for  that  influence  in  the  Church  which  he  afterwards  attained. 
A  sermon  which  he  preached  in  the  year  1755,  before  the 
Society  for  Propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  and  which  was 
the  earliest  of  all  his  publications,  affords  a  sufficient  proof  of 
the  eminence  he  might  have  attained  in  that  species  of  compo- 
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gition,  if  his  genius  had  not  inclined  him  more  strongly  to  other 
studies.  This  sermon,  the  only  one  he  ever  published,  has 
been  long  ranked,  in  both  parts  of  the  island,  among  the  best 
models  of  pulpit  eloquence  in  our  language.  It  has  undergone 
five  editions,  and  is  well  known  in  some  parts  of  the  Continent, 
in  the  German  translation  of  Mr.  Ebeling. 

A  few  years  before  this  period,  he  made  his  first  appearance  in 
the  debates  of  the  (General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
The  questions  which  were  then  agitated  in  that  place  have  long 
ceased  to  be  interesting ;  but  they  were  highly  important  at  the 
time,  as  they  involved,  not  only  the  authority  of  the  supreme 
court  of  ecclesiastical  judicature,  but  the  general  tranquillity  and 
good  order  of  the  country.  The  principles  which  Dr.  Robertson 
held  on  these  subjects,  and  which  have,  for  many  years  past, 
guided  the  policy  of  the  Church,  will  again  fall  under  our 
review,  before  the  conclusion  of  this  narrative.  At  present,  it 
is  sufficient  to  mention,  that  in  the  Assembly  of  1751,  when  he 
first  submitted  them  to  public  discussion,  they  were  so  contrary 
to  the  prevailing  ideas,  that,  although  he  enforced  them  with 
extraordinary  powers  of  argument  and  eloquence,  and  was  most, 
ably  supported  by  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  and  Mr.  Andrew 
Fringle,  (afterwards  Lord  Alemoor,)  he  was  left  in  a  very  small 
minority;  the  house  dividing,  two  hundred  against  eleven. 
The  year  following,  by  a  steady  perseverance  in  the  same 
views,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  bringing  over  a  majority  to 
his  sentiments,  and  gave  a  beginning  to  that  system  of  eccle- 
siastical government  which  it  was  one  of  the  great  objects  of 
his  life  to  carry  into  effect,  by  the  most  vigorous  and  decisive, 
though  the  most  temperate  and  conciliatory  measures.  A  paper 
which  he  drew  up  in  the  course  of  these  proceedings,  and 
which  will  be  noticed  in  its  proper  place,  explains  the  ground- 
work of  the  plan  which  he  and  his  friends  afterwards  pursued. 

The  establishment  of  the  Sdect  Society  in  Edinburgh  in  the 
year  1754,  opened  another  field  for  the  display  and  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  talent&  This  institution,  intended  partly  for  philo- 
sophical inquiry,  and  partly  for  the  improvement  of  the  members 
in  public  speaking,  was  projected  by  Mr.  Allan  Bamsay  the 
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painter,  and  a  few  of  his  fiiends,  but  soon  attracted  so  much  of 
the  public  notice,  that  in  the  following  year  the  number  of  mem- 
bers exceeded  a  hundred,  including  sJl  the  individuals  in  Edin- 
burgh and  the  neighbourhood  who^  were  most  distmguished  by 
genius  or  by  literary  attainments.  In  the  list  of  those  who  united 
with  Mr.  Bamsay  in  the  formation  of  this  society,  we  find  the 
names  of  Dr.  Bobertson,  Mr.  David  Hume,  Mr.  Adam  Smith, 
Mr.  Wedderbum,  (now  Lord  Chancellor,)  Lord  Karnes,  Mr. 
John  Home,  Dr.  Carlyle,  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot^ 
and  Lord  Alemoor.  The  Society  subsisted  in  vigour  for  six  or 
seven  years,  and  produced  debates,  such  as  have  not  often  been 
heard  in  modem  assemblies ;— debates,  where  the  dignity  of 
the  speakers  was  not  lowered  by  the  intrigues  of  policy,  or  the 
intemperance  of  faction ;  and  where  the  most  splendid  talents 
that  have  ever  adorned  this  country  were  roused  to  their  best 
exertions,  by  the  liberal  and  ennobling  discussions  of  literature 
and  philosophy.  To  this  institution,  while  it  lasted,  Dr. 
Bobertson  contributed  his  most  zealous  support ;  seldom  omit- 
ting an  opportunity  of  taking  a  share  in  its  business;  and 
deriving  from  it  an  addition  to  his  own  fame,  which  may  be 
easQy  conceived  by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  his  subse- 
quent writings,  or  who  have  witnessed  those  powers  of  argu- 
ment and  illustration  which,  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  he 
aftervrards  employed  so  successfully,  on  subjects  not  so  sus- 
ceptible of  the  embetUshments  of  eloquence. 

In  these  courts,  indeed,  during  the  very  period  when  the 
Select  Society  was  contributing  so  much  to  the  fame  and  to  the 
improvement  of  Scotland,  there  occurred  one  subject  of  debate, 
unconnected  with  the  ordinary  details  of  Church  government^ 
which  afforded  at  once  full  scope  to  Dr.  Bobertson's  powers  as  a 
speaker,  and  to  a  display  of  that  mild  and  conciliatory  temper, 
which  was  afterwards,  for  a  long  course  of  years,  so  honourably 
employed,  in  healing  the  divisions  of  a  Churchi  torn  with  faction, 
and  in  smoothing  the  transition  from  the  severity  of  puritanical 
manners,  to  habits  less  at  variance  with  the  genius  of  the  times. 
For  this  important  and  arduous  task  he  was  fitted  in  an  emi- 

1  See  Note  A. 
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nent  degree  by  the  happy  union  he  exhibited  in  his  own  char- 
acter,  of  that  exemplary  deoency  which  became  his  order,  with 
all  the  qualities  that  form  the  charm  and  the  ornament  of 
sodai  life. — The  occurrence  to  which  I  allude  more  particulariy 
at  present,  was  the  flame  kindled  among  the  Scottish  clergy  in 
the  year  1757,  by  the  publication  of  the  Tragedy  of  Douglas^ 
the  author  of  which,  Mr.  John  Home,  was  then  minister  of 
Athelstonford.  The  extraordinary  merits  of  this  performance, 
which  is  now  become  to  Scotchmen  a  subject  of  national  pride, 
were  not  sufficient  to  atone  for  so  bold  a  departure  from  the 
austerity  expected  in  a  Presbyterian  divine;  and  the  offence 
was  not  a  littie  exasperated  by  the  conduct  of  some  of  Mr. 
Home's  brethren,  who,  partiy  from  curiosity,  and  partiy  from 
a  friendly  wish  to  share  in  the  censure  bestowed  on  the  author, 
were  led  to  witness  the  first  representation  of  the  piece  on  the 
Edinburgh  stage.  In  the  whole  course  of  the  ecclesiastical 
proceedings  connected  with  these  incidents,  Dr.  Bobertson  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  the  ablest  and  most  animated  exertions 
in  defence  of  his  friends;  and  contributed  greatiy,  by  his 
persuasive  eloquence,  to  the  mildness  of  that  sentence  in  which 
the  prosecution  at  last  terminated.  His  arguments  on  this 
occasion  had,  it  may  be  presumed,  the  greater  weight,  that  he 
had  never  himself  entered  within  the  walls  of  a  playhouse ;  a 
remarkable  proo^  among  numberless  others  which  the  history 
of  his  life  affords,  of  that  scrupulous  circumspection  in  his 
private  conduct^  which,  while  it  added  so  much  to  his  useful- 
ness as  a  clergyman,  was  essential  to  his  influence  as  the  leader 
of  a  party;  and  which  so  often  enabled  him  to  recommend 
successfully  to  others,  the  same  candid  and  indulgent  spirit 
that  was  congenial  to  his  own  mind. 

The  flattering  notice  which  these  exertions  drew  to  him  from 
the  public,  and  the  rising  influence  which  he  had  already  secured 
among  his  own  order,  would  have  presented  to  a  temper  less 
active  and  persevering  than  his,  many  seductions  to  interrupt 
his  studies.  A  considerable  portion  of  his  time  appears,  in  &c^ 
to  have  been  devoted,  during  this  period  of  his  life,  to  the  society 
of  his  friends ;  but,  as  far  as  his  situation  enabled  him  to  com- 
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mand  it,  it  was  to  a  society  which  amply  compensated  for  its 
encroachment  on  his  studious  leisure,  by  what  it  added  to  the 
culture  and  enlargement  of  his  mind.  The  improvement 
which,  in  these  respects,  he  derived  from  the  conversation  of 
Patrick  Lord  Elibank,  he  often  recollected  in  his  more  advanced 
years  with  peculiar  pleasure ;  and  it  affords  no  inconsiderable 
proof  of  the  penetration  of  that  lively  and  accomplished  noble- 
man, that  long  before  the  voice  of  the  public  could  have  given 
any  direction  to  his  attachments,  he  had  selected  as  the  com- 
panions of  his  social  hours,  the  historian  of  Queen  Maiy,  and 
the  author  of  the  Tragedy  of  Doughs, 

No  seductions,  however,  could  divert  Dr.  Bobertson  from  the 
earliest  object  of  his  ambition,  and  in  the  midst  of  all  his  avo- 
cations, his  studies  had  been  advancing  with  a  gradual  progress. 
In  the  spring  of  the  year  which  followed  the  debates  about  Mr. 
Home's  Tragedy^  he  went  to  London  to  concert  measures  for 
the  publication  of  his  History  of  Scotland, — ^a  work  of  which 
the  plan  is  said  to  have  been  formed  soon  after  his  settlement 
at  Gladsmuir.  It  was  published  on  the  1st  of  February  1759, 
and  was  received  by  the  world  with  such  unbounded  applause, 
that,  before  the  end  of  that  month,  he  was  desired  by  his  book- 
seller to  prepare  for  a  second  edition. 

From  this  moment  the  complexion  of  his  fortune  was 
changed.  After  a  long  struggle  in  an  obscure,  though  a  happy 
and  hospitable  retreat,  with  a  narrow  income  and  an  increasing 
family,  his  prospects  brightened  at  once.  He  saw  independence 
and  affluence  within  his  reach,  and  flattered  himself  with  the 
idea  of  giving  a  still  bolder  flight  to  his  genius,  when  no  longer 
depressed  by  those  tender  anxieties  which  so  often  &11  to  the 
lot  of  men  whose  pursuits  and  habits,  while  they  heighten  the 
endearments  of  domestic  life,  withdraw  them  from  the  paths  of 
interest  and  ambition. 

In  venturing  on  a  step,  the  success  of  which  was  to  be 
so  decisive,  not  only  with  respect  to  his  fame,  but  to  his  future 
comfort,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  should  have  felt,  in  a  more 
than  common  degree,  ^^  that  anxiety  and  diffidence  so  natural 
to  an  author  in  deliveriug  to  the  world  his  first  performance.* 
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'^  The  time,''  be  observes  in  his  preface,  ^  wbicb  I  bave  employed 
in  attempting  to  render  it  wortby  of  tbe  public  approbation,  it 
iB  perbaps  prudent  to  conceal,  till  it  sball  be  known  whether 
that  approbation  is  ever  to  be  bestowed." 

Among  the  many  congratulatory  letters  addressed  to  him  on 
this  occasion,  a  few  have  been  accidentally  preserved ;  and, 
although  the  contents  of  some  of  them  may  not  now  appear 
veiy  important,  they  still  derive  a  certain  degree  of  interest 
from  the  names  and  characters  of  the  writers,  and  from  the 
sympathetic  share  which  a  good-natured  reader  cannot  fail  to 
take  in  Dr.  Robertson's  feelings,  when  he  perceived  the  first 
dawning  of  his  future  fame. 

In  the  extracts,  however,  which  I  mean  at  present  to  produce 
from  tiiese  letters,  my  principal  object  is  to  show  how  very 
strong  an  impression  was  made  on  the  public  mind  by  this 
work  at  the  time  of  its  first  appearance.  It  was  then  regarded 
as  an  attempt  towards  a  species  of  composition  that  had  been 
cultivated  with  very  littie  success  in  this  island ;  and  accord- 
ingly, it  entitles  the  author  not  merely  to  the  praise  which  would 
now  be  due  to  an  historian  of  equal  eminence,  but  to  a  high 
rank  among  those  original  and  leading  minds  which  form  and 
guide  the  taste  of  a  nation.  In  this  view,  a  just  estimate  of  its 
peculiar  merits  is  more  likely  to  be  collected  from  the  testimony 
of  such  as  could  compare  it  only  with  the  productions  of 
former  writers,  than  from  the  opinions  of  critics  familiarized  in 
early  life  to  all  that  has  since  been  done  to  imitate  or  to  rival 
its  beauties. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  to  whom  some  specimens 
of  the  work  had  been  conmiunicated  during  the  author's  visit 
to  London,  is  the  earliest  testimony  of  this  kind  which  I  have 
found  among  his  papers.    It  is  dated  January  18, 1759. 

^^  I  expect  with  impatience  your  book,  which  you  are  so  kind 
as  to  say  you  have  ordered  for  me,  and  for  which  I  already 
give  you  many  thanks ;  the  specimen  I  saw  convinces  me  that 
I  do  not  thank  you  rashly.  Good  historians  are  the  most 
scarce  of  all  writers ;  and  no  wonder  I  a  good  style  is  not  very 
conmion ;  thorough  information  is  still  more  rare ; — and  if 

VOL.  X.  H 
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these  meet,  what  a  chance  that  impartiality  should  be  added  to 
them !  Your  style,  Sir,  I  may  ventore  to  say,  I  saw  was  mi- 
commonly  good ;  I  have  reason  to  think  your  information  so ; 
and  in  the  few  times  I  had  the  pleasore  of  conversing  with 
yon,  yonr  good  sense  and  candour  made  me  conclude,  that  even 
on  a  subject  which  we  are  foolish  enough  to  make  party ^  you 
preserve  your  judgment  unbiassed.  I  fear  I  shall  not  preserve 
mine  so;  the  too  kind  acknowledgments  that  I  frequently 
receive  firom  gentlemen  of  your  country,  of  the  just  praise  that 
I  paid  to  merit,  will  make  me,  at  least  for  the  future,  not  veiy 
unprejudiced  If  the  opinion  of  so  trifling  a  writer  as  I  am 
was  of  any  consequence,  it  would  then  be  worth  Scotland's 
while  to  let  the  world  know,  that  when  my  book  was  written  I 
had  no  reason  to  be  partial  to  it :  but,  Sir,  your  country  will 
trust  to  the  merit  of  its  natives,  not  to  foreign  testimonials,  for 
its  reputation." 

This  letter  was  followed  immediately  by  another  firom  Dr. 
Bobertson's  bookseller,  Mr.  Millar.  It  is  dated  27th  January 
1759,  a  few  days  before  the  publication  of  the  book,  and 
conveys  very  flattering  expressions  of  approbation  fixsm  Dr. 
Warburton  and  Mr.  Garrick,  to  both  of  whom  copies  had  been 
privately  sent  at  the  author's  request,— expressions  which, 
though*they  cannot  now  add  much  to  a  reputation  so  solidly 
established,  were  gratifying  at  the  time,  and  do  honour  to  the 
candour  and  discernment  of  the  writers. 

^  I  have  received,"  says  Dr.  Warburton,  in  a  note  addressed 
to  Mr.  Millar,  ^  and  read  with  great  pleasure,  the  new  History 
o/Scotlandj  and  will  not  wait  for  the  judgment  of  the  public 
to  pronounce  it  a  very  excellent  work.  From  the  author^s 
apparent  love  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  I  suppose,  that  were 
it  not  for  fear  of  offence,  (which  every  wise  man  in  his  situation 
would  fear  to  give,)  he  would  have  spoken  with  much  more 
fireedom  of  the  hierarchical  principles  of  the  infant  Church  of 
Scotland." 

Mr.  Garrick,  beside  writing  to  Millar,  addressed  himself 
directly  to  the  author.  ^^  Upon  my  word,  I  was  never  more 
entertained  in  all  my  life ;  and  though  I  read  it  aloud  to  a 
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friend  and  Mrs.  Gkurrick,  I  finished  the  three  first  books  at  two 
sittings.  I  could  not  help  writing  to  MUlar,  and  congratulat- 
ing him  npon  this  great  acquisition  to  his  literary  treasures 
I  assure  you  that  there  is  no  lave  hat  (as  the  saying  is) 
between  you  and  Mrs.  Garrick.  She  is  resolved  to  see  Scotland 
as  soon  as  my  affairs  will  permit:  nor  do  I  find  her  inclination 
in  the  least  abated,  though  I  read  your  Second  Book  (in  which 
her  religion  is  so  exquisitely  handled)  with  all  the  malevolent 
exertion  I  was  master  of— but  it  would  not  do ;  she  thinks  yon 
right  even  in  that,  and  still  resolves  to  see  Scotland.  In  short, 
if  she  can  give  up  the  Pope  and  his  trumpery  so  readily  to  you, 
what  must  her  poor  husband  think  ?  I  shall  keep  in  England, 
I  assure  you ;  for  you  have  convinced  me  how  difficult  it  is  to 
contend  with  the  Scots  in  their  own  country.* 

These  agreeable  anticipations  of  the  public  voice  were,  in  a 
few  weeks,  fully  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Strahan,  late 
printer  to  his  Majesty,  and  a  partner  of  Mr.  Millar's  in  the  pro- 
perty of  the  book.  It  is  the  oldest  letter  of  Mr.  Strahan's  that 
I  have  observed  among  Dr.  Robertson's  papers.  Many  were 
afterwards  written,  in  the  course  of  a  correspondence  which 
continued  twenty  years,  and  which  Dr.  Robertson  always  men- 
tioned with  mudi  pleasure,  and  with  the  strongest  testimonies 
to  the  worth,  the  liberality,  and  the  discernment  of  his  friend. 
The  concluding  sentences  express  strongly  the  opinion  which 
this  very  competent  judge  had  previously  formed  of  the  pro- 
bable reception  of  a  History  of  Scotland. 

•  •  .  *'  I  most  sincerely  wish  you  joy  of  your  success,  and 
have  not  the  least  doubt  but  it  will  have  all  the  good  effects 
upon  your  future  fortune  which  you  could  possibly  hope  for  or 
expect.  Much  depended  on  the  first  performance :  that  trial 
is  now  happily  over,  and  henceforth  you  will  sail  with  a  favour- 
able gale.  In  truth,  to  acquire  such  a  flood  of  approbation 
from  writing  on  a  subject  in  itself  so  unpopular  in  this  country, 
is  neither  a  common  nor  a  contemptible  conquest.''^ 

By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Strahan's  son,^  I  am  enabled  to  quote 

>  See  Note  B.  *  Andrew  Stnhan,  Esq.,  MJP. 
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the  following  passage  firom  Dr.  Bobertson's  answer  to  the  fore- 
going letter : — 

^  When  we  took  leave,  on  finishing  the  printing  of  my  book, 
I  had  no  expectation  that  it  was  so  soon  to  come  through  your 
hands  a  second  time.  The  rapidity  of  its  success  has  not  sur- 
prised any  man  more  than  the  Author  of  it  I  do  not  affect 
to  think  worse  of  it  than  is  natural  for  him  who  made  it ;  and 
I  never  was  much  afraid  of  the  subject,  which  is  interesting  to 
the  English  as  well  as  Scots ;  but  a  much  more  moderate  suc- 
cess was  all  I  looked  for.  However,  since  it  has  so  far  outgone 
my  hopes,  I  enjoy  it.  I  have  flattered  nobody  in  order  to 
obtain  it,  and  I  have  not  spared  to  speak  truth  of  all  &ctions 
and  sects." 

It  would  be  tedious  and  useless  to  transcribe  the  oomplimen- 
taiy  passages  which  occur  in  various  other  letters  from  the 
author's  friends.  Lord  Boyston,  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Dr. 
Birch,  Dr.  Douglas,  (now  Bishop  of  Salisbury,)  and  Dr.  John 
Blair,  (late  F^bendary  of  Westminster,)  were  among  the  first 
to  perceive  and  to  predict  the  extent  of  that  reputation  he  was 
about  to  establish.  A  few  passages  fix)m  the  letters  addressed 
to  him  by  Ifr.  Walpole  and  Mr.  David  Hume,  as  they  enter 
more  into  detail  ocmceming  his  merits  as  a  writer,  may,  I  think^ 
be  introduced  into  this  Memoir  without  impropriety. 

**  Having  finished,''  says  Mr.  Walpole,  ^  the  first  volume,  and 
made  a  little  progress  in  the  second,  I  cannot  stay  till  I  have 
finished  the  latter  to  tell  you  how  exceedingly  I  admire  the 
work.  Your  modesty  will  make  you  perhaps  suppose  these  are 
words  of  compliment  and  of  course ;  but  as  I  can  give  you  very 
good  reasons  for  my  approbation,  you  may  believe  that  I  no 
more  fiatter  your  performance,  than  I  have  read  it  superficially, 
hastily,  or  carelessly.'' 

'^The  style  is  most  pure,  proper,  and  equal ;  is  very  natural 
and  easy,  except  now  and  then  where,  as  I  may  justiy  call  it, 
you  are  forced  to  translate  from  bad  writers.  You  will  agree 
with  me,  Sir,  that  an  historian  who  writes  from  other  authori- 
ties cannot  possibly  always  have  as  flowing  a  style  as  an  author 
whose  narrative  is  dictated  from  his  own  knowledge.    Your 
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perspicoitj  is  moBt  beautiful,  your  relation  always  interesting, 
never  languid ;  and  you  have  very  extraordinarily  united  two 
merits  very  difficult  to  be  reconciled, — ^I  mean,  that,  though  you 
have  formed  your  history  into  pieces  of  information,  each  of 
which  would  make  a  separate  memoir,  yet  the  whole  is  hurried 
on  into  one  uninterrupted  story.  I  assure  you  I  valae  myself 
on  the  first  distinction,  especially  as  Mr.  Charles  Townshend 
made  the  same  remark.  You  have  preserved  the  gravity  of 
history  without  any  formality,  and  you  have  at  the  same  time 
avoided  what  I  am  now  running  into,  antithesis  and  conceit 
In  short,  Sir,  I  don't  know  where  or  what  history  is  written 
with  more  excellences : — and  when  I  say  this,  you  may  be  sure 
I  do  not  forget  your  impartiality.  But,  Sir,  I  will  not  wound 
your  bashfulness  with  more  encomiums ;  yet  the  public  will 
force  you  to  hear  them.  I  never  knew  justice  so  rapidly  paid 
to  a  work  of  so  deep  and  serious  a  kind ;  for  deep  it  is,  and  it 
must  be  great  sense  that  could  penetrate  so  far  into  human 
nature,  considering  how  littie  you  have  been  conversant  with 
the  world,'' 

The  long  and  uninterrupted  friendship  which  subsisted  be- 
tween Dr.  Bobertson  and  Mr.  Hume  is  well  known ;  and  it  is 
certainly  a  circumstance  highly  honourable  to  both,  when  we 
consider -the  wide  diversity  of  their  sentiments  on  the  most  im- 
portant subjects,  and  the  tendency  which  the  coincidence  of 
their  historical  labours  would  naturally  have  had  to  excite 
rivalship  and  jealousy  in  less  liberal  minds.  The  passages  I 
am  now  to  quote  from  Mr.  Hume's  letters,  place  in  a  most 
amiable  light  the  characters  both  of  the  writer  and  of  his 
correspondent 

'^  You  have  very  good  cause  to  be  satisfied  with  the  success 
of  your  History,  as  &r  as  it  can  be  judged  of  from  a  few  weeks' 
publication.  I  have  not  heard  of  one  who  does  not  praise  it 
warmly ;  and  were  I  to  enumerate  all  those  whose  sufirages  I 
have  either  heard  in  its  favour,  or  been  told  of,  I  should  fill  my 
letter  with  a  list  of  names.  Mallet  told  me  that  he  was  sure, 
there  was  no  'Rnglighprifm  capable  of  composing  such  a  work. 
The  town  will  have  it  that  you  was  educated  at  Oxford,  think- 
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ing  it  impofisible  for  a  mere  untravelled  Scotchman  to  produce 
such  language.  In  short,  you  may  depend  on  the  success  of 
your  work,  and  that  your  name  is  known  veiy  much  to  your 
advantage. 

^^  I  am  diverting  myself  with  the  notion  how  much  you  will 
profit  by  the  applause  of  my  enemies  in  Scotland.  Had  you 
and  I  been  such  fools  as  to  have  given  way  to  jealousy,  to  have 
entertained  animosity  and  malignity  against  each  other,  and 
to  have  rent  all  our  acquaintance  into  parties,  what  a  noble 
amusement  we  should  have  exhibited  to  the  blockheads,  which 
now  they  are  likely  to  be  disappointed  oC  All  the  people  whose 
firiendship  or  judgment  either  of  us  value,  are  friends  to  both, 
and  will  be  pleased  with  the  success  of  both,  as  we  will  be 
with  that  of  each  other.  I  declare  to  you  I  have  not  of  a  long 
time  had  a  more  sensible  pleasure  than  the  good  reception  of 
your  History  has  given  me  within  this  fortnight 

I  cannot  deny  myself  the  satisfaction  of  transcribing  a  few 
paragraphs  from  another  letter  of  Mr.  Hume's,  dated  the  20th 
of  the  same  month.  '^I  am  afraid  that  my  letters  will  be 
tedious  and  disagreeable  to  you  by  their  uniformity.  Nothing 
but  continued  and  unvaried  accounts  of  the  same  thing  must 
in  the  end  prove  disgusting.  Yet  since  you  will  hear  me 
speak  on  this  subject,  I  cannot  help  it,  and  must  fiitigue  your 
ears  as  much  as  ours  are  in  this  place  by  endless,  and  repeated, 
and  noisy  praises  of  the  History  of  SooSand.  Dr.  Douglas 
told  me  yesterday  that  he  had  seen  the  Bishop  of  Norwich, 
who  had  just  bought  the  book  from  the  high  commendations 
he  heard  of  it  from  Mr.  Legge.  Mallet  told  me  that  Lord 
Mansfield  is  at  a  loss  whether  he  shall  most  esteem  the  matter 
or  the  style.  Elliot  told  me,  that  being  in  company  with 
Qeorge  Grenville,  that  gentleman  was  speaking  loud  in  the 
same  key.  Our  friend  pretended  ignorance ;  said  he  knew  the 
author,  and  if  he  thought  the  book  good  for  anything,  would 
send  for  it  and  read  it  Send  for  it  by  aU  means,  (said  Mr. 
OrenviUe,)  yon  have  not  read  &  better  book  of  a  long  time. 
But,  said  EUiot,  I  suppose,  although  the  matter  may  be  toler- 
able, as  the  author  was  never  on  this  side  of  the  Tweed  till  be 
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wrote  it,  it  must  be  yery  barbarous  in  the  expression.  B7  no 
means,  cried  Mr.  Grenville ;  had  the  author  lived  all  his  life 
iu  London,  and  in  the  best  company,  he  could  not  have 
expressed  himself  with  greater  elegance  and  purity.  Lord 
Lyttleton  seems  to  think  that  since  the  time  of  St  Paul  there 
scarce  has  been  a  better  writer  than  Dr.  Bobertson.  Mr. 
Walpole  triumphs  in  the  success  of  his  fekvourites  the  Scotch, 
Ac  Sec  Sec  .  •  .  • 

^The  great  success  of  your  book,  beside  its  real^  merit,  is 
forwarded  by  its  prudence,  and  by  the  deference  paid  to  esta- 
blished opinions.  It  gains  also  by  its  being  your  first  per- 
formance, and  by  its  surprising  the  public,  who  are  not  upon 
their  guard  against  it  By  reason  of  these  two  circumstances 
justice  is  more  readily  done  to  its  merit,  which,  however,  is 
really  so  great,  that  I  believe  there  is  scarce  another  instance 
of  a  first  performance  being  so  near  periection."^ 

Of  this  work,  so  flattering  to  the  author  by  its  first  success, 
no  fewer  than  fourteen  editions  were  published  before  his  death, 
and  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  its  popularity  increase  to  the 
last,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  assaults  it  had  to  encounter 
from  various  writers,  distinguished  by  their  controversial  acute- 
ness,  and  seconded  by  all  the  prepossessions  which  are  likely  to 
influence  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  readers.  The  char- 
acter of  Mary  has  been  delineated  anew,  and  the  tale  of  her 
misfortunes  has  again  been  told,  with  no  common  powers  of 
expression  and  pathos,  by  an  historian  more  indulgent  to  her 
errors,  and  more  undistinguishing  in  his  praise :  but,  after  all, 
it  is  in  the  History  of  Dr.  Bobertson  that  every  one  still  reads 
the  transactions  of  her  reign ;  and  such  is  the  skilful  contrast 
of  light  and  shade,  aided  by  the  irresistible  charm  of  his  narra- 
tion, that  the  stoiy  of  the  beautiful  and  unfortunate  Queen,  as 
related  by  him,  excites  on  the  whole  a  deeper  interest  in  her 
fortunes,  and  a  more  lively  sympathy  with  her  fate,  than  have 
been  produced  by  all  the  attempts  to  canonize  her  memory, 
whether  inspired  by  the  sympathetic  zeal  of  the  Bomish  Church, 
or  by  the  enthusiasm  of  Scottish  chivaliy. 

1  See  Note  a 
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In  perusing  the  letters  addressed  to  Dr.  Bobertson  on  the 
publication  of  this  book^  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  I  have 
not  found  one  in  which  he  is  chained  with  the  slightest  un- 
fairness towards  the  Queen ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  almost 
all  his  correspondents  accuse  him  of  an  undue  prepossession  in 
her  &your.  ^I  am  a&aid,''  says  Mr.  Hume,  ^that  you,  as 
well  as  myself,  have  drawn  Mary's  character  with  too  great 
softenings.  She  was  undoubtedly  a  violent  woman  at  all  times. 
You  will  see  in  Munden  proofs  of  the  utmost  rancour  against 
her  innocent,  good-natived,  dutiful  son.  She  certainly  disin- 
herited him.  What  think  you  of  a  conspiracy  for  kidnapping 
him,  and  delivering  him  a  prisoner  to  the  King  of  Spain,  never 
to  recover  his  liberty  till  he  should  turn  Catholic  ? — ^Tell 
Gk)odall,.  that  if  he  can  but  give  me  up  Queen  Mary,  I  hope  to 
satisfy  him  in  everything  else ;  and  he  will  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  John  Enox  and  the  Beformers  made  veiy  ridiculou&'' 

^^  It  is  plain,''  says  Mr.  Walpole,  *^  that  you  wish  to  excuse 
Mary;  and  yet  it  is  so  plain  that  yon  never  violate  truth  in  her 
favour,  that  I  own  I  think  still  worse  of  her  than  I  did,  since  I 
read  your  History." 

Dr.  Birch  expresses  himself  much  to  the  same  purpose.  ^  If 
the  second  volume  of  the  State  Papers  of  Lord  Burleigh^  pub- 
lished since  Christmas  here,  had  appeared  before  your  History 
had  been  finished,  it  would  have  furnished  you  with  reasons 
for  entertaining  a  less  favourable  opinion  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots  in  one  or  two  points,  than  you  seem  at  present  pos- 
sessed of." 

Dr.  John  Blair  too,  in  a  letter  dated  from  London,  observes 
to  Dr.  Bobertson,  that  '^  the  only  general  objection  to  his  work 
was  founded  on  Ids  tenderness  for  Queen  Mary."  ^'Lord 
Chesterfield,"  says  he,  '*  though  he  approves  much  of  your 
History y  told  me,  that  he  finds  this  to  be  a  bias  which  no 
Scotchman  can  get  the  better  of." 

I  would  not  be  understood,  by  quoting  these  passages,  to 
give  any  opinion  upon  the  subject  to  which  they  refer.  It  is 
a  subject  which  I  have  never  examined  with  attention,  and 
which,  I  must  confess,  never  excited  my  curiosity.    Whatever 
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jadgment  we  fonn  oonceming  the  points  in  dispute,  it  leads  to 
no  general  conclusion  concerning  human  affairs,  nor  throws 
any  new  light  on  human  character.  Like  anj  other  historical 
question,  in  which  the  evidence  has  been  industriously  darkened 
by  the  arts  of  contending  parties,  the  proofs  of  Mary's  innocence 
or  guilt  may  furnish  an  amusing  and  harmless  employment  to 
the  leisure  of  the  antiquary  ;  but,  at  this  distance  of  time,  it  is 
difiScult  to  conceive  how  prejudice  or  passion  should  enter  into 
the  discussion,  or  should  magnify  it  into  an  object  of  important 
and  serious  research.  With  respect  to  Dr.  Robertson's  narra- 
tive, in  particular,  it  is  sufiSciently  manifest,  that  whatever 
inaccuracies  may  be  detected  in  it  by  the  labours  of  succeeding 
inquirers,  they  can  never  furnish  to  the  partisans  of  Mary,  any 
ground  for  impeaching  his  candour  and  good  faith  as  a  writer. 
All  his  prepossessions  (if  he  had  any  on  this  subject)  must  have 
been  in  favour  of  the  Queen ;  for  it  is  chiefly  from  the  power- 
ful interest  excited  by  her  story,  that  he  could  hope  for  popu- 
larity with  the  multitude ;  and  it  was  only  by  the  romantic 
pictures  which  her  name  presents  to  the  fancy,  that  he  could 
accommodate  to  the  refinement  of  modem  taste,  the  annals  of 
a  period  where  perfidy,  cruelty,  and  bigotry,  appear  in  all  their 
horrors;  unembellished  by  those  attractions  which,  in  other 
states  of  society,  they  have  so  often  assumed,  and  which,  how 
much  soever  they  may  afflict  the  moralist,  yet  facilitate  and 
adorn  the  labours  of  the  historian. 

Among  the  various  circumstances  that  distinguish  Dr.  Bo- 
bertson's  genius  and  taste  in  the  execution  of  tiiis  work,  the 
address  with  which  he  interweaves  the  personal  history  of  the 
Queen  with  the  general  events  he  records,  is  not  the  least  re- 
markable. Indeed,  without  the  aid  of  so  interesting  a  character, 
the  afifuirs  of  Scotland,  during  the  period  he  treats  of,  could  not 
have  derived,  even  from  his  hand,  a  sufficient  importance  and 
dignity  to  engage  the  curiosity  of  the  present  age. 

Another  difficulty  arising  also  from  his  subject,  he  appears 
to  me  to  have  surmounted  with  exquisite  skill.  In  relating  the 
transactions  of  a  foreign  country,  however  remote  the  period, 
and  however  antiquated  the  manners,  it  is  easy  for  an  historian 


122  A000X7MT  OF  THE  LSTZ  AND  WBITINOS 

to  avoid  iu  his  narrative,  whatever  might  lessen  the  dignify  of 
the  actors,  or  lower  the  tone  of  his  composition.  The  employ- 
ment of  expressions  debased  by  common  and  trivial  nse,  is 
superseded  by  the  necessify  he  is  under  to  translate  from  one 
language  into  another ;  and  the  most  insignificant  of  his  details 
derive  a  charm  from  the  novelfy  of  the  scenery.  The  writer 
too,  who  in  this  island  employs  his  genius  on  the  ancient  history 
of  England,  addresses  himself  to  readers  already  enamoured  of 
the  subject,  and  who  listen  with  fond  prepossessions  to  the 
recital  of  £Etcts  consecrated  in  their  imaginations  by  the  tale  of 
the  nursery.  Even  a  description  of  old  English  manners,  ex- 
pressed in  the  obsolete  dialect  of  former  centuries,  pleases  by  its 
simplidfy  and  trutii ;  and  while  it  presents  to  us  those  retro- 
spects of  the  past  on  which  the  mind  loves  to  dwell,  has  no 
tendency  to  awaken  any  mean  or  ludicrous  images.  But  the 
influence  of  Scottish  associations,  so  far  as  it  is  favourable  to 
antiquify,  is  confined  to  Scotchmen  alone,  and  furnishes  no 
resources  to  the  writer  who  aspires  to  a  place  among  the  English 
classics.  Nay,  such  is  the  e£fect  of  that  provincial  situation  to 
which  Scotland  is  now  reduced,  that  the  transactions  of  former 
ages  are  apt  to  convey  to  ourselves  exaggerated  conceptions  of 
barbarism,  from  the  uncouth  and  degraded  dialect  in  which 
they  are  recorded.  To  adapt  the  history  of  such  a  country  to 
the  present  standard  of  British  taste,  it  was  necessary  for  the 
author,  not  only  to  excite  an  interest  for  names  which,  to  the 
majorify  of  his  readers,  were  formerly  indifferent  or  unknown, 
but,  what  was  still  more  difficult,  to  unite  in  his  portraits  the 
truth  of  nature  with  the  softenings  of  art,  and  to  reject  whatever 
was  nnmeaning  or  offensive  in  the  drapery,  without  efiGEUsing 
the  characteristic  garb  of  the  times.  In  this  task  of  '^con- 
quering,'' as  Livy  expresses  it,  '^  the  rudeness  of  antiquify  by 
the  art  of  writing,"  they  alone  are  able  to  judge  how  fiur  Dr. 
Bobertson  has  succeeded,  who  have  compared  his  work  with 
the  materials  out  of  which  it  was  formed. 

Nor  are  these  sacrifices  to  modem  taste  inconsistent  with  the 
fidelify  of  a  history  which  records  the  transactions  of  former 
ages.    On  the  contrary,  they  aid  the  judgment  of  the  reader  in 
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forming  a  philosophical'  estimate  of  the  condition  and  character 
of  onr  ancestors,  by  counteracting  that  strong  bias  of  the  mind 
which  confounds  human  nature  and  human  life  with  the 
adventitious  and  ever-changing  attire  which  they  borrow  frcnn 
fashion.  When  we  read  the  compositions  of  Buchanan  in  his 
native  tongue ; — abounding  in  idioms  which  are  now  appro- 
priated to  the  most  illiterate  classes  of  the  people,  and  accom- 
panied with  an  orthography  which  suggests  the  coarsest  forms 
of  Scottish  pronunciation ; — ^how  difficult  do  we  find  it  to  per- 
suade ourselves,  that  we  are  conversing  with  a  writer  whose 
Latin  productions  vie  with  the  best  models  of  antiquity  I  No 
fact  can  illustrate  more  strongly  the  necessity  of  correcting  our 
common  impressions  concerning  the  ancient  state  of  Scotland, 
by  translating,  not  only  the  antiquated  phraseology  of  our  fore- 
&thers  into  a  more  modem  idiom,  but  by  translating  (if  I 
may  use  the  expression)  their  antiquated  fashions  into  the  cor- 
responding fashions  of  our  own  times. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  Scotland  since  the  union  of 
the  crowns,  are  extremely  apt  to  warp  our  ideas  with  respect  to 
its  previous  history.  The  happy  but  slow  effects  produced  by 
the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  do  not  extend  beyond  the  memory 
of  some  of  our  contemporaries ;  and  the  traditions  we  have  re- 
ceived concerning  the  condition  of  our  immediate  predecessors, 
are  apt  to  impress  us  with  a  belief,  that  at  a  still  earlier  period 
the  gloom  was  proportionally  more  deep  and  universal.  It 
requires  an  effort  of  reflection  to  conceive  the  effects  which 
must  have  resulted  from  the  residence  of  a  court ;  and  it  is  not 
perhaps  easy  for  us  to  avoid  underrating  the  importance  of 
that  court  while  it  existed.  During  the  long  and  intimate  in- 
tercourse with  England,  which  preceded  the  disputed  succession 
between  Bruce  and  Baliol,  it  was  certainly  not  without  its  share 
of  that  '^  barbaric  pomp''  which  was  then  affected  by  the 
English  sovereigns ;  nor,  under  our  later  kings,  connected  as  it 
was  with  the  court  of  France,  could  it  be  altogether  untinctured 
with  those  envied  manners  and  habits,  of  which  that  country 
has  been  always  regarded  as  the  parent  soil,  and  which  do  not 
seem  to  be  the  native  growth  of  either  part  of  our  island. 


124  ACCOUNT  OF  TBI  LUTX  AND  WBIT1N68 

These  circamfitances,  accordinglj,  (aided,  perhaps,  in  no  in- 
considerable degree  by  the  field  of  ambition  presented  by  an 
opulent  hierarchy,)  appear  to  have  operated  powerfully  on  the 
national  spirit  and  genius.  The  studies  which  were  then  valued 
in  other  parts  of  Europe,  were  cultivated  by  many  of  our  coun- 
trymen with  distinguished  success :  Nor  was  their  own  verna- 
cular tongue  neglected  by  those  whose  rank  or  situation 
destined  them  for  public  afifairs.  At  the  era,  more  particularly, 
when  Dr.  Bobertson's  History  closes,  it  was  so  rapidly  assum- 
ing a  more  regular  form,  that,  excepting  by  a  diffSerent  system 
of  orthography,  and  a  few  inconsiderable  peculiarities  of  dialect, 
the  epistolary  style  of  some  of  our  Scottish  statesmen  is  hardly 
distinguishable  from  that  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  ministera 

This  era  was  followed  by  a  long  and  melancholy  period,  not 
less  fatal  to  genius  than  to  morals ;  and  which  had  scarcely 
arrived  at  its  complete  termination  when  Dr.  Bobertson 
appeared  as  an  author ;  aspiring  at  once  to  adorn  the  monu- 
ments of  former  times,  when  Scotland  was  yet  a  kingdom,  and 
to  animate  his  countrymen  by  his  example,  in  reviving  its 
literary  honours. 

Before  quitting  this  first  work  of  Dr.  Bobertson,  I  must  not 
omit  to  mention  (what  forms  the  strongest  testimony  of  its 
excellence)  the  severe  trial  it  had  to  undergo  in  the  public  judg- 
ment, by  appearing  nearly  at  the  same  time  with  that  vdume 
of  Mr.  Hume's  History  which  involves  an  account  of  Scottish 
affairs  during  the  reigns  of  Queen  Mary  and  King  Jamea  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  attempt  a  parallel  of  these  two  eminent 
writers :  nor,  indeed,  would  the  sincerity  of  their  mutual 
attachment,  and  the  lively  recollection  of  it  which  still  remains 
with  many  of  their  common  friends,  justify  me  in  stating  their 
respective  merits  in  the  way  of  opposition.  Their  peculiar 
excellences,  besides,  were  of  a  kind  so  different,  that  they 
might  be  justly  sud  (in  the  language  which  a  Boman  critic* 
employs  in  speaking  of  Livy  and  Sallust)  to  be  ^^  pares  magis 
quam  simUes."  They  divide  between  them  the  honour  of  having 
supplied  an  impcxrtant  blank  in  English  literature,  by  enabling 

•  [Qointiliao,  ImtU^  lib.  XL  cap.  i.] 
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their  countrymen  to  dispute  the  pahn  of  historical  writing  with 
the  other  nations  of  Europe.  Many  have  since  followed  their 
example,  in  attempting  to  bestow  interest  and  ornament  on 
different  portions  of  British  story  ;  but  the  public  voice  suffi- 
ciently acquits  me  of  any  partiality  when  I  say,  that  hitherto 
they  have  only  been  followed  at  a  distance.  In  this  respect,  I 
may  with  confidence  apply  to  them  the  panegyric  which  Quin- 
tilian  pronounces  on  the  two  great  historians  of  Ancient 
Greece ; — and,  perhaps,  if  I  were  inclined  to  characterize  the 
beauties  most  prominent  in  each,  I  might,  without  much  im- 
propriety, avail  myself  of  the  contrast  with  which  that  pane- 
gyric concludes. 

'^Historiam  multi  scripsere,  sed  nemo  dubitat,  duos  longe 
caateris  preeferendos,  quorum  diversa  virtus  laudem  pene  est 
parem  consecuta.  Densus  et  brevis  et  semper  instans  sibi 
Thucydides.  Dulcis  et  candidus  et  fnsus  Herodotus.  Ble 
concitatis,  hie  remissis  a£fectibus  melior.  lUe  vi,  hie  volup- 
tate."* 

«  [/iiKil  Lib.  X.  M^.  L] 
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SECTION  11. 

PBOGBESS  OF  DB.  BOBXBTSON'S  LITBBABT  PLAITB  AND  DNDSBTAE- 
INGB. — ^mSTOBT  OF  THX  BSiaN  OF  THE  XMFBBOB  GHABUBS  V. 

Dttbing  the  time  that  the  History  of  Scotland  was  in  the 
press,  Dr.  Bohertson  removed  with  his  fJEunilj  fi*om  Glads- 
mair  to  Edinburgh,  in  consequence  of  a  presentation  which 
he  had  received  to  one  of  the  churches  of  that  city.  His 
preferments  now  multiplied  rapidly.  In  1759,  he  was  ap- 
pointed chaplain  of  Stirling  Castle ;  in  1761,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's chaplains  in  ordinary  for  Scotland ;  and  in  1762,  he  was 
chosen  Principal  of  this  University.  Two  years  afterwards, 
the  office  of  King^s  Historiographer  for  Scotland  (with  a  salary 
of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year)  was  revived  in  his  favour. 

The  revenue  arising  from  these  different  appointments,  though 
far  exceeding  what  had  ever  been  enjoyed  before  by  any  Pres- 
byterian Clergyman  in  Scotland,  did  not  satisfy  the  sseal  of 
some  of  Dr.  Robertson's  admirers,  who,  mortified  at  the  narrow 
field  which  this  part  of  the  island  afforded  to  his  ambition, 
wished  to  open  to  it  the  career  of  the  English  Church.  Befer- 
ences  to  such  a  project  occur  in  letters  addressed  to  him  about 
this  time  by  Sir  Gilbert  EUiot,  Mr.  Hume,  and  Dr.  John 
Blair.  What  answer  he  returned  to  them,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  learn ;  but,  as  the  subject  is  mentioned  once  only  by  each  of 
these  gentlemen,  it  is  presumable  that  his  disapprobation  was 
expressed  in  those  decided  terms  which  became  the  consbtency 
and  dignity  of  his  character. 

Dr.  Robertson's  own  ambition  was,  in  the  meantime,  directed 
to  a  different  object    Soon  after  the  publication  of  his  Scottish 
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History,  we  find  him  consoltiDg  his  friends  about  the  choice  of 
another  historical  subject^ — anxious  to  add  new  laurels  to  those 
he  had  already  acquired.  Dr.  John  Blair  urged  him  strongly  on 
this  occasion  to  write  a  complete  History  of  England,  and  men- 
tioned to  him,  as  an  inducement,  a  conversation  between  Lord 
Chesterfield  and  Colonel  Irwin,  in  which  the  former  said,  that 
he  would  not  scruple,  if  Dr.  Bobertson  would  undertake  such  a 
work,  to  move,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  that  he  should  have 
public  encouragement  to  enable  him  to  carry  it  into  execution. 
But  this  propel  he  was  prevented  £rom  listening  to,  by  his 
unwillingness  to  interfere  with  Mr.  Hume,  although  it  coincided 
with  a  favourite  plan  which  he  himself  had  formed  at  a  very 
early  period  of  his  Ufa  The  two  subjects  which  appear  to  have 
chie&j  divided  his  choice  were,  the  History  of  Greece,  and  that 
of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth.  Between  these  he  hesitated 
long,  balancing  their  comparative  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages, and  availing  himself  of  all  the  lights  that  his  correspon- 
dents could  impart  to  him.  Mr.  Walpole  and  Mr.  Hume  took 
a  more  peculiar  interest  in  his  deliberations,  and  discussed  the 
subject  with  him  at  length  in  various  letters.  I  shall  extract 
a  few  passages  from  these.  The  opinions  of  such  writers  upon 
such  a  question  cannot  £Edl  to  be  generally  interesting ;  and 
some  of  the  hints  they  suggest  may  perhaps  be  useful  to  those 
who,  conscious  of  their  own  powers,  are  disposed  to  regret  that 
the  field  of  historical  composition  is  exhausted. 

The  following  passages  are  copied  from  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Walpole,  dated  4th  March  1759  :— 

^  If  I  can  throw  in  any  additional  temptation  to  your  dispo- 
sition for  writing,  it  is  worth  my  while,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
my  judgment  and  my  knowledge,  both  of  which,  however,  are 
small  enough  to  make  me  tender  of  them.  Before  I  read  your 
history,  I  should  probably  have  been  glad  to  dictate  to  you,  and 
(I  will  venture  to  say  it,  it  satirizes  nobody  but  myself)  should 
have  thought  I  did  honour  to  an  obscure  Scotch  clergyman,  by 
directing  his  studies  with  my  superior  lights  and  abilities. 
How  you  have  saved  me.  Sir,  from  making  a  ridiculous  figure, 
by  making  so  great  an  one  yourself!   But  could  I  suspect,  that 
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a  man  I  believe  much  younger,  and  whose  dialect  I  seaioe 
understood,  and  who  came  to  me  with  all  the  diffidence  and 
modesty  of  a  very  middliog  author,  and  who,  I  was  told,  had 
passed  his  life  in  a  small  living  near  Edinburgh ;  could  I  sus- 
pect that  he  had  not  only  written  what  all  the  world  now 
allows  the  best  modem  history,  but  that  he  had  written  it  in 
the  purest  English,  and  with  as  much  seeming  knowledge  of 
men  and  courts  as  if  he  had  passed  all  his  life  in  important 
embassies  ?  In  short,  Sir,  I  have  not  power  to  make  you  what 
you  ought  to  be,  a  minister  of  state ;  but  I  will  do  all  I  can, — 
I  will  stimulate  you  to  continue  writing,  and  I  shall  do  it  with- 
out presumption. 

^  I  should  like  either  of  the  subjects  you  mention,  and  I  can 
figure  one  or  two  others  that  would  shine  in  your  hand&  In 
one  light  the  History  of  Greece  seems  preferable.  You  know 
all  the  materials  for  it  that  can  possibly  be  had.  It  is  con* 
duded,  it  is  clear  of  all  objections ;  for  perhaps  nobody  but  I 
should  run  wildly  into  passionate  fondness  for  liberty,  if  I  was 
writing  about  Greece.  It  even  might,  I  think,  be  made  agree- 
ably new,  and  (hat  by  comparing  the  extreme  difference  of 
their  manners  and  ours,  particularly  in  the  article  of  ^^ta\r^^ 
a  system  almost  new  in  the  world.  .  .  • 

*^  With  regard  to  the  History  of  Charles  Y.,  it  is  a  magnifi- 
cent subject,  and  worthy  of  you.  It  is  more — ^it  is  fit  for  you ; 
for  you  have  shewn  that  you  can  write  on  ticklish  subjects  with 
the  utmost  discretion,  and  on  subjects  of  religious  party  with 
temper  and  impartiality.  Besides,  by  what  little  I  have 
skimmed  of  history  myself,  I  have  seen  how  many  mistakes, 
how  many  prejudices,  may  easily  be  detected;  and  though 
much  has  been  written  on  that  age,  probably  trulli  still  remains 
to  be  written  of  it  Yet  I  have  an  objection  to  this  subject 
Though  Charles  Y.  was,  in  a  manner,  the  Emperor  of  Europe, 
yet  he  was  a  German  or  a  Spaniard.  Consider,  Sir,  by  what 
you  must  have  found  in  writing  the  History  of  Scotland,  how 
difficult  it  would  be  for  the  most  penetratiDg  genius  of  another 
country  to  give  an  adequate  idea  of  Scottish  story.  So  much  of 
all  transactions  must  take  their  rise  from,  and  depend  on, 
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national  laws^  caBtoms,  and  ideas,  that  I  am  persuaded  a  native 
would  always  discover  great  mistakes  in  a  foreign  writer. 
Greece,  indeed,  is  a  foreign  country,  but  no  Q-reek  is  alive  to 
disprove  one. 

"  There  are  two  other  subjects  which  I  have  sometimes  had 
a  mind  to  treat  myself;  though  my  naming  one  of  them  will 
tell  you  why  I  did  not.  It  was  the  History  of  Learning. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  it  is  a  work  which  could  not  be  executed 
unless  intended  by  a  young  man  from  his  first  looking  on  a 
book  with  reflection.  The  other  is,  the  History  of  what  I  may 
in  one  light  call  the  most  remarkable  period  of  the  world,  by 
containing  a  succession  of  five  good  princes :  I  need  not  say, 
they  were  Nerva,  Trajan,  Adrian,  and  the  two  Antonines.  Not 
to  mention,  that  no  part  almost  of  the  Boman  History  has  been 
well  written  from  the  death  of  Domitian,  this  period  would  be 
the  fairest  pattern  for  use,  if  history  can  ever  effect  what  she 
so  much  pretends  to,  doing  good.  I  should  be  tempted  to  call 
it  the  History  of  Humanity  ;  for  though  Trajan  and  Adrian 
had  private  vices  that  disgraced  them  as  men,  as  princes  they 
approached  to  perfection.  Marcus  Aurelius  arrived  still  nearer, 
perhaps  with  a  little  ostentation:  yet  vanity  is  an  amiable 
machine,  if  it  operates  to  benevolence.  Antoninus  Pius  seems 
to  have  been  as  good  as  human  nature  royalized  can  be. 
Adrian's  persecution  of  the  Christians  would  be  objected,  but 
then  it  is  much  controverted.  I  am  no  admirer  of  elective 
monarchies;  and  yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  when  Aurelius's 
diadem  descended  to  his  natural  heir,  not*  to  the  heir  of  his 
virtues,  the  line  of  beneficence  was  extinguished ;  for  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  hereditary  and  bad  are  almost  synonymous. — 
But  I  am  sensible.  Sir,  that  I  am  a  bad  adviser  for  you ;  the 
chastity,  the  purity,  the  good  sense  and  regularity  of  your 
manner,  that  unity  you  mention,  and  of  which  you  are  the 
greatest  master,  should  not  be  led  astray  by  the  licentious 
frankness,  and,  I  hope,  honest  indignation  of  my  way  of  think- 
ing. I  may  be  a  fitter  companion  than  a  guide;  and  it  is 
with  most  sincere  zeal,  that  I  offer  myself  to  contribute  any 
assistance  in  my  power  towards  polishing  your  future  work, 

VOL.  X.  I 
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whatever  it  shall  be.  Yoa  want  little  help, — I  can  give  little ; 
and  indeed  I,  who  am  taxed  with  incorrectness^  should  not 
assnme  airs  of  a  corrector.  My  Catalogue  I  intended  should 
have  been  exact  enough  in  style ;  it  has  not  been  thought  so 
by  some :  I  tell  you,  that  you  may  not  trust  me  too  much. 
Mr.  Gray,  a  very  perfect  judge,  has  sometimes  censured  me  for 
parliamentary  phrases,  familiar  to  me,  as  your  Scotch  law  is  to 
you.  I  might  plead  for  my  inaccuracies,  that  the  greatest  part 
of  my  book  was  written  with  people  talking  in  the  room ;  but 
that  is  no  excuse  to  myself,  who  intended  it  for  correct  How- 
ever, it  is  easier  to  remark  inaccuracies  in  the  work  of  another 
than  in  one's  own;  and,  since  you  command  me,  I  will  go 
again  over  your  second  volume,  with  an  eye  to  the  slips,  a  light 
in  which  I  certainly  did  not  intend  my  second  examination 
of  it'* 

In  transcribing  some  of  these  paragraphs,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  extracts  I  have  borrowed  firom  Mr.  Walpole's  letters,  I 
must  acknowledge  that  I  have  been  less  influenced  by  my  own 
private  judgment,  than  by  my  deference  for  the  partiality 
which  the  public  has  long  entertained  for  this  popular  and 
fashionable  writer.  Of  the  literary  talents  of  an  author  on 
whom  so  much  flattery  has  been  lavished,  it  does  not  become 
me  to  speak  disrespectfully;  nor  would  I  be  uoderstood  to 
detract  from  his  merits  in  his  own  peculiar  and  very  limited 
walk  of  historical  disquisition :  but  I  should  be  wanting  to 
myself  if  I  were  not  to  avow,  that  in  the  foregoing  quotation, 
my  object  was  rather  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  others,  than  to 
record  a  testimony  which  I  conader  as  of  any  importance  to  Dr. 
Bobertson's  fame.  The  value  of  praise,  besides,  whatever  be 
the  abilities  of  him  who  bestows  it^  depends  on  the  opinion 
we  entertain  of  his  candour  and -sincerity, — qualities  which  it 
will  be  difficult  to  allow  to  Mr.  Walpole,  after  comparing  the 
various  passages  quoted  in  this  MemmVy  with  the  sentiments  he 
expresses  on  the  same  subject  in  his  posthumous  publication. 

For  the  length  of  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Hume's,  no  such  apology  is  necessary.  The  matter  is  valuable 
in  itself; — and  the  objections  stated  to  the  age  of  Charles  Y.  as 
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a  subject  for  history,  form  the  highest  possible  panegyric  on  the 
abilities  of  the  writer,  by  whom  the  difficulties  which  appeared 
so  formidable  to  Mr.  Hume,  were  so  successfully  surmounted. 

^^I  have  frequently  thought,  and  talked  with  our  common 
friends  upon  the  subject  of  your  letter.  There  always  oc- 
curred to  us  several  difficulties  with  regard  to  every  subject 
we  could  propose.  The  Ancient  Greek  History  has  several 
recommendations,  particularly  the  good  authors  from  which  it 
must  be  drawn ;  but  this  same  circumstance  becomes  an  objec- 
tion when  more  narrowly  considered :  for  what  can  you  do  in 
most  places  with  these  authors  but  transcribe  and  translate 
them  ?  No  letters  or  State  papers  from  which  you  could  correct 
their  errors,  or  authenticate  their  narration,  or  supply  their 
defects.  Besides  BoUm  is  so  well  wrote  with  respect  to  style, 
that  with  superficial  people  it  passes  for  sufficient  There  is 
one  Dr.  Leland,  who  has  lately  wrote  the  Life  of  Philip  of 
Maoedon,  which  is  one  of  the  best  periods.  The  book,  they 
tell  me,  is  perfectly  well  wrote ;  yet  it  has  had  such  small  sale, 
and  has  so  little  excited  the  attention  of  the  public,  that  the 
author  has  reason  to  think  his  labour  thrown  away.  I  have 
not  read  the  book ;  but  by  the  size,  I  should  judge  it  to  be  too 
particular.  It  is  a  pretty  large  quarto.  I  think  a  book  of 
that  size  sufficient  for  the  whole  History  of  Greece  till  the 
death  of  Philip ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  such  a  work  would  be 
successful,  notwitlistanding  all  these  discouraging  circum^ 
stances.  The  subject  is  noble,  and  BcUin  is  by  no  means 
equal  to  it 

'^  I  own  I  like  still  less  your  project  of  the  age  of  Charles 
the  Fifl^L  That  subject  is  disjointed,  and  your  hero,  who  is 
the  sole  connexion,  is  not  very  interesting.  A  competent  know- 
ledge at  least  is  required  of  the  state  and  constitution  of  the 
Empire,  of  the  several  kingdoms  of  Spain,  of  Italy,  of  the  Low 
Countries,  which  it  would  be  the  work  of  half  a  life  to  acquire, 
and,  though  some  parts  of  the  story  may  be  entertaining,  there 
would  be  many  dry  and  barren ;  and  the  whole  seems  not  to 
have  any  great  charms. 

^  But  I  would  not  willingly  start  objections  to  these  schemes^ 
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unless  I  had  something  to  propose  which  would  be  plausible ; 
and  I  shall  mention  to  you  an  idea  which  has  sometimes  pleased 
me,  and  which  I  had  once  entertained  thoughts  of  attempting. 
You  may  observe  that,  among  modem  readers,  Plutarch  is  in 
every  translation  the  chief  fiavourite  of  the  Ancients.  Number- 
less translations  and  numberless  editions  have  been  made  of 
him  in  all  languages,  and  no  translation  has  been  so  ill  done  as 
not  to  be  successful  Though  those  who  read  the  originals 
never  put  him  in  comparison  either  with  Thucydides  or 
Xenophon,  he  always  attaches  more  the  reader  in  the  transla- 
tion ;  a  proof  that  the  idea  and  execution  of  his  work  is,  in  the 
main,  happy.  Now  I  would  have  you  think  of  writing  modem 
lives,  somewhat  after  that  manner ;  not  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  the  actions,  but  to  mark  the  manners  of  the  great  personages 
by  domestic  stories,  by  remarkable  sayings,  and  by  a  general 
sketch  of  their  lives  and  adventures.  You  see  that  in  Plutarch 
the  life  of  Ceasar  may  be  read  in  half  an  hour.  Were  you  to 
write  the  life  of  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France  after  that  model, 
you  might  pillage  all  the  pretty  stories  in  Sully,  and  speak 
more  of  his  mistresses  than  of  his  battles.  In  short,  yon  might 
gather  the  flower  of  all  modem  history  in  this  manner, — ^the 
remarkable  popes,  the  kings  of  Sweden,  the  great  discoverers 
and  conquerors  of  the  New  World ;  even  the  eminent  men  of 
letters  might  furnish  you  with  matter,  and  the  quick  despatch 
of  every  different  work  would  encourage  you  to  begin  a  new  one. 
If  one  volume  were  successful,  you  might  compose  another  at 
your  leisure,  and  the  field  is  inexhaustibla  There  are  persons 
whom  you  might  meet  with  in  the  comers  of  history,  so  to 
speak,  who  would  be  a  subject  of  entertainment  quite  unex- 
pected ;  and  as  long  as  you  live,  you  might  give  and  receive 
amusement  by  such  a  work.  Even  your  son,  if  he  had  a  talent 
for  history,  would  succeed  to  the  subject,  and  his  son  to  him. 
I  shall  insist  no  farther  on  this  idea,  because,  if  it  strikes  your 
fiuicy,  you  may  easily  perceive  all  its  advantages,  and,  by  further 
thought,  all  its  difficiQties.'' 

After  much  deliberation^  Dr.  Bobertson  resolved  to  undertake 
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the  History  of  Charles  Y.,  a  determination  not  less  fortunate 
for  the  public  than  for  his  own  fame^  as  it  engaged  him,  unex- 
pectedly perhaps,  in  a  train  of  researches  not  confined  to  the 
period,  or  to  the  quarter  of  the  globe  that  he  had  originally  in 
view,  but  which,  opening  as  he  advanced  new  and  more  mag- 
nificent prospects,  attracted  his  curiosity  to  two  of  the  greatest 
and  most  interesting  subjects  of  speculation  in  the  history  of 
human  affairs, — ^the  enterprises  of  modern  ambition  in  the 
Western  World,  and  the  traces  of  ancient  wisdom  and  arts 
existing  in  the  East. 

The  progress  of  the  work,  however,  was  interrupted  for  some 
time,  about  a  year  after  its  commencement^  by  certain  cir- 
cumstances, which  induced  him  to  listen  more  favourably  than 
formerly  to  the  entreaties  of  those  friends  who  urged  him  to 
attempt  a  History  of  England.  The  motives  that  weighed  with 
him  on  this  occasion  are  fully  explained  in  a  correspondence 
still  extant,  in  which  there  are  various  particulars  tending  to 
illustrate  his  character  and  his  literary  views. 

From  a  letter  of  the  late  Lord  Cathcart  to  Dr.  Bobertson, 
(dated  20th  July  1761,)  the  revival  of  this  project  would 
appear  to  have  originated  in  a  manner  not  a  little  flattering  to 
the  vanity  of  an  author. 

.  .  .  .  ^'  Lord  Bute  told  me  the  King's  thoughts,  as  well  as 
his  own,  with  respect  to  your  History  o/ScoHandj  and  a  wish 
his  Majesty  had  expressed  to  see  a  History  of  England  by  your 
pen.  His  lordship  assured  me,  every  source  of  information  which 
Government  can  command  would  be  opened  to  you,  and  that 
great,  laborious,  and  extensive  as  the  work  must  be,  he  would 
take  care  your  encouragement  should  be  proportioned  to  it  He 
seemed  to  be  aware  of  some  objections  you  once  had,  founded 
on  the  apprehension  of  clashing  or  interfering  with  Mr.  David 
Hume,  who  is  your  friend  ;  but  as  your  performance  and  his 
will  be  upon  plans  so  different  from  each  other,  and  as  his  will, 
in  point  of  time,  have  so  much  the  start  of  yours,  these  objec- 
tions did  not  seem  to  him  such  as  upon  reflection  were  likely  to 
continue  to  have  much  weight  with  you.  .  .  . 

....  ^'  I  must  add,  that  though  I  did  not  think  it  right 
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to  inquire  particularly  into  Lord  Bute's  intentions  before  I 
knew  a  little  of  your  mind,  it  appeared  to  me  plain  that 
they  were  higher  than  any  views  which  can  open  to  you 
in  Scotland,  and  which,  I  believe,  he  would  think  incon- 
sistent with  the  attention  the  other  subject  would  necessarily 
require." .  . . 

A  paper  which  has  been  accidentally  preserved  among  the 
letters  addressed  to  Dr.  Robertson  by  his  firiends,  enables  me  to 
state  his  sentiments,  with  respect  to  the  foregoing  proposal,  in 
his  own  words.  It  is  in  Dr.  Bobertson's  handwriting,  and  is 
marked  on  the  back  as  ^  an  imperfect  sketch  of  his  answer  to 
Lord  Cathcart's  letter  of  July  20th.''  The  following  extracts 
contain  all  those  parts  of  it  which  are  connected  with  the  pro- 
ject of  the  EngUsh  History: — 

....''  After  the  first  publication  of  the  History  ofScoi- 
landj  and  the  &vourable  reception  it  met  with,  I  had  both  very 
tempting  offers  from  booksellers,  and  very  confident  assurances 
of  public  encouragement,  if  I  would  und^take  the  History  of 
England.  But  as  Mr.  Hume,  with  whom,  notwithstanding  the 
contrariety  of  our  sentiments  both  in  religion  and  politics,  I 
live  in  great  friendship,  was  at  that  time  in  the  middle  of  the 
subject,  no  consideration  of  interest  or  reputation  would  induce 
me  to  break  in  upon  a  field  of  which  he  had  taken  prior  pos- 
session ;  and  I  determined  that  my  interference  with  him  should 
never  be  any  obstruction  to  the  sale  or  success  of  his  worL 
Nor  do  I  yet  repent  my  having  resisted  many  solicitations  to 
alter  this  resolution.  But  the  case  I  now  think  is  entirely 
changed  His  Sistory  will  have  been  published  several  years 
before  any  work  of  mine  on  the  same  subject  can  appear;  its 
first  run  will  not  be  marred  by  any  justling  with  me,  and  it 
will  have  taken  that  station  in  the  literary  system  which 
belongs  to  it.  This  objection,  therefore,  which  I  thought  and 
stiU  think  so  weighty  at  that  time,  makes  no  impression  on  me 
at  present,  and  I  can  now  justify  my  undertaking  the  English 
History  to  myself,  to  the  world,  and  to  him.  Besides,  our 
manner  of  viewing  the  same  subject  is  so  different  or  peculiar, 
that  (as  was  the  case  in  our  last  books)  both  may  maintain 
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their  own  rank,  have  their  own  partisans,  and  possess  their 
own  merit,  without  hurting  each  other. 

^'  I  am  sensible  how  extensive  and  laborious  the  undertaking 
is,  and  that  I  could  not  propose  to  execute  it  in  the  manner  I 
could  wish,  and  the  public  will  expect,  unless  I  shall  be  enabled 
to  consecrate  my  whole  time  and  industry  to  ib  Though  I 
am  not  weary  of  my  profession,  nor  wish  ever  to  throw  off  my 
ecclesiastical  character,  yet  I  have  often  wished  to  be  free  of 
the  labour  of  daily  preaching,  and  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
apply  myself  wholly  to  my  studies.  This  the  encouragement 
your  Lordship  mentions  will  put  in  my  power.  But  as  my 
chief  residence  must  still  be  in  Scotland,  where  I  would  choose, 
both  for  my  own  sake  and  that  of  my  family,  to  live  and  to 
compose ;  as  a  visit  of  three  or  four  months  now  and  then  to 
England  will  be  fully  sufficient  for  consulting  such  manuscripts 
as  have  never  been  published,  I  should  not  wish  to  drop  all 
connexion  with  the  Church  of  which  I  am  a  member,  but  still 
to  hold  some  station  in  it,  without  being  reduced  entirely  to 
the  profession  of  an  author. 

^*  Another  circumstance  must  be  mentioned  to  your  Lordship. 
As  I  have  begun  the  History  of  Charles  Y.,  and  have  above 
one-third  of  it  finished,  I  would  not  choose  to  lose  what  I  have 
done.  It  will  take  at  least  two  years  to  bring  that  work  to 
perfection ;  and  after  that  I  shall  begin  the  other,  which  was 
my  first  choice  long  before  Mr.  Hume  undertook  it,  though  I 
was  then  too  diffident  of  myself,  and  too  idle  to  make  any  pro- 
gress in  the  execution  of  it,  farther  than  forming  some  general 
ideas  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  prosecuted. 

*'  As  to  the  establishment  to  be  made  in  my  favour,  it  would 
ill  become  me  to  say  anything.  Whether  the  present  time  be 
a  proper  one  for  settling  the  matter  finally,  I  know  not  I  beg 
leave  only  to  say,  that  however  much  I  may  wish  to  have  a 
point  fixed  so  much  for  my  honour,  and  which  will  give  such 
stability  to  all  my  future  schemes,  I  am  not  impatient  to  enter 
into  possession,  before  I  can  set  to  work  with  that  particular 
task  for  which  my  appointments  are  to  be  given." 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Baron  Mure,  (dated  Nov.  25, 
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1761j)  Dr.  Bobertson  has  explained  himself  still  more  fully  on 
some  points  touched  on  in  the  foregoiog  correspondence. 

*'  I  need  say  no  more  of  my  reasons  for  not  undertaking  the 
History  of  England,  immediately  after  the  publication  of  my 
last  book,  or  the  circumstances  which  induce  me  to  think  that 
I  may  now  engage  in  it  with  propriety.  These  I  have  already 
explained,  and  I  hope  they  are  approved  of.  The  only  thing 
about  which  I  have  any  difficulty  is,  the  proposal  of  my  resid- 
ing in  London  with  my  family  during  the  time  I  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  my  intended  work  If  such  a  prospect  had  opened 
to  me  a  dozen  of  years  ago,  I  should  have  reckoned  it  a  very 
fortunate  accident,  and  would  have  embraced  it  without  hesita- 
tion. But,  at  my  time  of  life,  accustomed  to  the  manners  of 
my  own  country,  and  living  with  ease  and  credit  and  in  good 
company  here,  I  am  unwilling  to  think  of  entering  upon  new 
habits,  of  forming  new  connexions  and  friendships,  and  of 
mingling  with  a  society  which,  by  what  I  have  seen  of  it,  I  do 
not  relish  so  much  as  that  to  which  I  am  more  familiar.  This 
is  the  light  in  which,  if  I  wero  still  a  single  man,  I  must  have 
viewed  the  matter.  But  in  my  present  situation,  with  a  wife 
and  four  children,  my  difficulties  increase ;  and  I  must  consider 
not  only  what  would  be  agreeable  to  myself,  but  what  may  be 
of  advantage  to  them.  You  know  how  greatly  the  expense  of 
housekeeping  at  London  exceeds  that  at  Edinburgh,  and  how 
much  the  charge  of  educating  children  increases.  You  know 
with  what  ease  women  of  a  middling  fortune  mingle  with  good 
company  in  Edinburgh;  how  impossible  that  is  in  London; 
and  even  how  great  the  expense  is  of  their  having  any  proper 
society  at  alL  As  I  happen  to  have  three  daughters,  these 
oircumstances  must  occur  to  me,  and  have  their  own  weight 
Besides  this,  if  it  shall  please  Qod  to  spare  my  life  a  few  years, 
I  shall  be  able  to  leave  my  family,  if  it  continue  in  Scotland, 
in  a  situation  more  independent  than  I  could  ever  expect  from 
any  success  or  encouragement,  if  they  shall  settle  in  England. 

.  .  •  .  ^  Were  I  to  carve  out  my  own  fortune,  I  should  wish 
to  continue  one  of  his  Majest/s  Chaplains  for  Scotland,  but  to 
resign  my  charge  as  a  minister  of  Edinburgh,  which  engrosses 
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more  of  my  time  than  one  who  is  a  stranger  to  the  many 
minute  duties  of  that  office  can  well  imagine.  I  would  wish  to 
apply  my  whole  time  to  literary  pursuits^  which  is  at  present 
parcelled  out  among  innumerable  occupations.  In  order  to 
enable  me  to  make  this  resignation,  some  appointment  must 
be  assigned  me  for  life.  What  that  should  be,  it  neither  be- 
comes me,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  say.  One  thing,  however,  I 
wish  with  some  earnestness,  that  the  thing  might  be  executed 
soon,  both  as  it  will  give  me  great  vigour  in  my  studies  to  have 
my  future  fortune  ascertained  in  such  an  honourable  manner, 
and  because,  by  allowing  me  to  apply  myself  wholly  to  my 
present  work,  it  will  enable  me  to  finish  it  in  less  time,  and  to 
begin  so  much  the  sooner  to  my  new  task." 

In  what  manner  this  plan,  after  being  so  £ar  advanced,  came 
to  be  finally  abandoned,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover.  The 
letters  from  which  the  foregoing  extracts  are  taken,  seem  to 
have  been  preserved  by  mere  accident ;  and  after  the  date  of 
the  last,  I  find  a  blank  till  1763  in  Dr.  Robertson's  correspond- 
ence with  Lord  Cathcart  Some  letters  which  passed  between 
them  about  that  time,  are  now  in  my  possession.  They  relate 
chiefly  to  a  scheme  which  was  then  in  agitation,  and  which  was 
soon  after  accomplished,  of  reviving  in  Dr.  Bobertson's  fstvour 
the  office  of  Historiographer  for  Scotland ;  but  from  various 
incidental  passages  in  them,  it  appears  clearly  that  he  still 
looked  forwards  to  a  History  of  England  as  the  next  subject 
he  was  to  undertake  after  that  of  Charles  Y.  It  is  not  impos- 
sible that  the  resignation  of  Lord  Bute  in  1764  may  have  con- 
tributed somewhat  to  alter  his  views,  by  imposing  on  him  the 
necessity  of  a  new  negotiation  through  a  different  channel. 
The  History  of  Charles  Y.,  besides,  employed  him  much  longer 
than  he  foresaw,  partly  in  consequence  of  his  avocations  as 
Principal  of  the  University,  and  partly  of  those  arising  from 
his  connexion  with  the  Church,  in  which,  at  that  period,  faction 
ran  high.  In  the  execution,  too,  of  this  work,  he  found  that 
the  transactions  relating  to  America,  which  he  had  originally 
intended  as  the  subject  of  an  episode,  were  of  such  magnitude 
as  to  require  a  separate  narrative ;  and  when  at  last  he  had 
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brought  to  a  termination  the  long  and  various  labours  in  which 
he  was  thus  involved,  his  health  was  too  much  impaired,  and 
his  life  too  far  advanced,  to  allow  him  to  think  of  an  undertak- 
ing so  vast  in  itself,  and  which  Mr.  Hume  had  already  executed 
with  so  splendid  and  so  merited  a  reputation. 

The  delays  which  retarded  the  publication  of  the  History  of 
Charles  T.,  together  with  the  author's  established  popularity  as 
a  writer,  had  raised  the  curiosity  of  the  public  to  a  high  pitch 
before  that  work  appeared;  and  perhaps  there  never  was  a 
book,  unconnected  with  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  that 
was  expected  with  more  general  impatience.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say  that  these  expectations  were  not  disappointed, 
nor  would  it  be  worth  while  to  swell  this  Memoir  with  a  repe- 
tition of  the  eulogiums  lavished  on  the  author  in  the  literary 
journals  of  the  day.  The  sentiments  of  his  own  personal  Mends, 
as  expressed  in  the  openness  and  confidence  of  a  private  epis- 
tolary correspondence,  cannot  fiEdl  to  be  more  interesting ;  and 
I  shall  accordingly  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  avail  myself 
of  whatever  passages  in  his  papers  appear  to  me  to  be  useful, 
either  for  illustrating  his  literary  progress  or  his  habits  and 
connexions  in  private  life. 

The  paragraphs  which  immediately  follow  are  part  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Hume,  without  any  date,  but  written,  as  appears 
from  the  contents,  wUle  the  History  of  Cfharles  V.  was  still  in 
the  pres&  The  levity  of  the  style  forms  such  a  striking  con- 
trast to  the  character  which  this  grave  and  philosophical  his- 
torian sustains  in  his  publications,  that  I  have  sometimes 
hesitated  about  the  propriety  of  subjecting  to  the  criticisms  of 
the  world  so  careless  an  effusion  of  gaiety  and  affection.  I 
trust,  however,  that  to  some  it  will  not  be  wholly  uninterest- 
ing to  enjoy  a  glimpse  of  the  writer  and  his  correspondent 
in  the  habits  of  private  intercourse,  and  that  to  them  the 
playful  and  good-natured  irony  of  Mr.  Hume  will  suggest  not 
unpleasiog  pictures  of  the  hours  which  they  borrowed  from 
business  and  study.  Dr.  Bobestson  used  frequently  to  say, 
that  in  Mr.  Hume's  gaiety  there  was  something  which  ap- 
proached to  infa/ntine^  and  tiiat  he  had  found  the  same  thing  so 
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often  exemplified  in  the  circle  of  his  other  friends,  that  he  was 
almost  disposed  to  consider  it  as  characteristical  of  genius.  It 
has  certainly  lent  an  amiable  grace  to  some  of  the  most  favoorite 
names  in  ancient  story. 

....  "Atqui 

Frimores  populi  arripnit  Popnlumqne  tribntim. 
•  ••••• 

Qidn  abi  se  a  Tolgo  et  soeniin  Mcreta  remonnt 
Virtus  Scipiada  et  mitia  aapientU  LmU, 
Nngari  com  iUo  et  diacincti  Indere,  doneo 
Decoqneretnr  olua,  solitL'*  *  .  •  .  . 

^^  I  got  yesterday  fi>om  Strahan  about  thirty  sheets  of  your 
History^  to  be  sent  over  to  Suard,  and  last  night  and  this  morn- 
ing have  run  them  over  with  great  avidity.  I  could  not  deny 
myself  the  satisfaction  (which  I  hope  also  will  not  displease 
you)  of  expressing  presently  my  extreme  approbation  of  them. 
To  say  only  they  are  very  well  written,  is  by  far  too  £Ednt  an 
expression,  and  much  inferior  to  the  sentiments  I  feel ;  they 
are  composed  with  nobleness,  with  dignity,  with  elegance,  and 
with  judgment^  to  which  there  are  few  equals.  They  even 
excel,  and,  I  think,  in  a  sensible  degree,  your  History  of  Scot- 
land, I  propose  to  myself  great  pleasure  in  being  the  only 
man  in  England,  during  some  months^  who  will  be  in  a  situa- 
tion of  doing  you  justice,  after  which  you  may  certainly  expect 
that  my  voice  will  be  drowned  in  that  of  the  public. 

^^  You  know  that  you  and  I  have  always  been  on  the  footing 
of  finding  in  each  other's  productions  someihing  to  blame  and 
aomeihing  to  commend  ;  and,  therefore,  you  may  perhaps  expect 
also  some  seasoning  of  the  former  kind ;  but  really  neither  my 
leisure  nor  inclination  allowed  me  to  make  such  remarks,  and 
I  sincerely  believe  you  have  afforded  me  very  small  materials 
for  them.  However,  such  particulars  as  occur  to  my  memory 
I  shall  mention.  Maltreat  is  a  Scotticism  which  occurs  once. 
What  the  devil  had  you  to  do  with  that  old-fashioned  dangling 
word  wherewith  f  I  should  as  soon  take  back  whereupon^ 
tohereuntOj  and  wheremthal  I  think  the  only  tolerable  decent 
gentleman  of  the  family  is  wherein^  and  I  should  not  choose  to 

*  [Horace,  SermoneSj  Lib.  IL  sat  L,  SS.] 
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be  often  seen  in  his  company.  But  I  know  your  affection  for 
wheremth  proceeds  from  your  partiality  to  Dean  Swift,  whom 
I  can  often  laugh  with,  whose  style  I  can  even  approve,  but 
surely  can  never  admire.  It  has  no  harmony,  no  eloquence,  no 
ornament,  and  not  much  correctness^  whatever  the  EngUsh  may 
imagine.  Were  not  their  literature  still  in  a  somewhat  bar- 
barous state,  that  author's  place  would  not  be  so  high  among 
their  classics.  But  what  a  fancy  is  this  you  have  taken 
of  saying  always  an  hand^  an  hearty  an  head  f  Have  you  an 
ear  f  Do  you  not  know  that  this  (n)  is  added  before  vowels  to 
prevent  the  cacophony,  and  ought  never  to  take  place  before 
(h)  when  that  letter  is  sounded  ?  It  is  never  pronounced  in 
these  words,  why  should  it  be  wrote  ?  Thus,  I  should  say,  a 
history y  and  an  historian  ;  and  so  would  you  too,  if  you  had 
any  sense.  But  you  tell  me  that  Swift  does  otherwise.  To  be 
sure  there  is  no  reply  to  that ;  and  we  must  swallow  your  hath 
too  upon  the  same  authority.  I  will  see  you  d  d  sooner. — 
But  I  will  endeavour  to  keep  my  temper. 

"  I  do  not  like  this  sentence  in  page  149.  This  step  was 
taken  in  consequence  of  the  Treaty  Wolsey  had  conduded  toOh 
the  Emperor  at  Brussels^  and  which  had  hOherto  been  kept 
secret  Si  sic  omnia  dixisses,  I  should  never  have  been  plagued 
with  hearing  your  praises  so  often  sounded,  and  that  fools  pre- 
ferred your  style  to  mine.  Certainly  it  had  been  better  to  have 
said,  which  Wolsey^  &xi.  That  relative  ought  very  seldom  to 
be  omitted,  and  is  here  particularly  requisite  to  preserve  a 
symmetry  between  the  two  members  of  the  sentence.  You 
omit  the  relative  too  often,  which  is  a  colloquial  barbarism,  as 
Mr.  Johnson  calls  it 

''  Your  periods  are  sometimes,  though  not  often,  too  long. 
Suard  will  be  embarrassed  with  them,  as  the  modish  Fiencli 
style  runs  into  the  other  extreme.*^  .  .  . 

^  ConiideriDg  tbe  eritical  attention  his  historical  oompodtionB  wOl  not  bear 

which  Mr.  Hume  appears  to  have  g^Teu  a  comparison  with  those  of  Dr.  Bobert- 

to  the  minutus  of  style,  it  is  somewhat  son ;  although  thej  abomid,  in  vftrj 

sorprisbg  that  he  sboold  himself  fiul  so  page,    with    what   Mr.    Gibbon  calls 

frequently  both  in  purity  and  gram-  "  careless  inimitsble  beaaties.*'    In  his 

matioal  oometness.    In  theee  respects,  fiuniliar  letters   the  inaooimoios  are 
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Another  letter  of  Mr.  Hume's  (dated  28th  March  1769) 
relates  to  the  same  subject  '^  I  find  then  that  70a  are  not 
contented  without  a  particular  detail  of  your  own  praises,  and 
that  the  very  short  but  pithy  letter  I  wrote  you  gives  you  no 
satisfaction.  But  what  can  I  say  more?  The  success  has 
answered  my  expectations:  and  I,  who  converse  with  the 
Great,  the  Fair,  and  the  Learned,  have  scarcely  heard  an 
opposite  voice,  or  even  whisper  to  the  general  sentiment  Only 
I  have  heard  that  the  Sanhedrim  at  Mrs.  Macaulay's  con- 
demns you  as  little  less  a  friend  to  government  and  monarchy 
than  myself.**  .   .   . 

Mr.  Walpole's  congratulations  on  this  occasion  were  no  less 
warm  than  Mr.  Hume's ;  but  as  they  are  expressed  in  more  gene- 
ral terms,  they  do  not  supply  materials  equally  interesting  for 
a  quotation.  The  only  letter,  besides,  from  Mr.  Waipole  relative 
to  Charles  Y.  that  has  come  into  my  hands,  was  written  before 
he  had  proceeded  farther  in  the  perusal  than  the  first  volume. 
What  the  impressions  were  which  that  part  of  the  work  had 
left  upon  his  mind,  may  be  judged  of  from  the  following 
paragraph : — 

''  Give  me  leave,  Sir,  without  flattery,  to  observe  to  yourself, 
what  is  very  natural  to  say  to  other&  You  are  almost  the 
single,  certainly  the  greatest  instance,  that  sound  parts  and 
judgment  can  attain  every  perfection  of  a  writer,  though  it  be 
buried  in  the  privacy  of  retired  life  and  deep  study.  You  have 
neither  the  prejudices  of  a  recluse,  nor  want  any  of  the  taste 
of  a  man  of  the  world.  Nor  is  this  polished  ease  confined  to 
your  works,  which  parts  and  imitation  might  possibly  seize. 
In  the  few  hours  I  passed  with  you  last  summer  I  was  struck 
with  your  fiuniliar  acquaintance  with  men,  and  with  every 
topic  of  conversation.  Of  your  Scottish  History  1  have  often 
said,  that  it  seemed  to  me  to  have  been  written  by  an  able 
ambassador,  who  had  seen  much  of  affairs.    I  do  not  expect  to 

mora  numerous  than  might  haTe  been  sated  by  that  happy  lightness  and  ease 

expected  from  one  accustomed  so  mnch  which  he  seems  to  have  been  studious 

to  write  with  a  view  to  publication;  nor  to  attain, 
are  these  negligences  akoayi  compen- 
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find  less  of  that  penetratioo  in  your  CKarUa.  Why  should 
I  not  say  thus  much  to  you  ?  Why  should  the  language  of 
flattery  forbid  truth  to  speak  its  mind,  merely  because  flattery 
has  stolen  truth's  expressions  ?  Why  should  yon  be  deprived 
of  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  the  impression  your  merit  has 
made  ?  You  have  sense  enough  to  be  conscious  that  yon 
deserve  what  I  have  said;  and  though  modesty  will  forbid 
you  to  subscribe  to  it^  justice  to  me  and  to  my  character,  which 
was  never  that  of  a  flatterer,  will  oblige  you  silently  to  feel, 
that  I  can  have  no  motive  but  that  of  paying  homage  to 
superior  abilities.'^ 

Lord  Lyttleton  was  another  correspondent  with  whom  Dr. 
Robertson  had  occanonal  communications.  The  flrst  of  his  let- 
ters was  an  acknowledgment  to  him  for  a  present  of  Charles  V. ; 
and  is  valuable  on  account  of  its  coincidence  with  a  letter 
of  Mr.  Hume's  formerly  quoted,  in  which  he  recommended  to 
Dr.  Bobertson  to  voite  lives  in  the  manner  of  Plutarch. 

'^  I  don't  wonder  that  your  sense  of  the  public  expectation 
gives  you  some  apprehensions ;  but  I  know  that  the  historian 
of  Maiy  Queen  of  Scots  cannot  fail  to  do  justice  to  any  great 
subject ;  and  no  greater  can  be  found  in  the  records  of  mankind 
than  this  yon  have  now  chosen.  Qo  on,  dear  Sir,  to  enrich  the 
English  language  with  more  tracts  of  modern  history.  We 
have  nothing  good  in  that  way,  except  what  relates  to  the 
island  of  Oreat  Britain.  You  have  talents  and  youth  enough 
to  undertake  the  agreeable  and  useful  task  of  giving  us  all  the 
lives  of  the  most  illustrious  princes  who  have  flourished  since 
the  age  of  Charles  Y.  in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  comparing 
them  together,  as  Plutarch  has  done  the  most  celebrated  heroes 
of  Greece  and  Home.  This  will  di£fuse  your  glory  as  a  writer 
farther  than  any  other  work  All  nations  will  have  an  equal 
interest  in  it ;  and  feel  a  gratitude  to  the  stranger  who  takes 
pains  to  immortalize  the  virtues  of  those  to  whom  he  is  only 
related  by  the  general  sympathy  of  sentiment  and  esteeuL 
Plutarch  was  a  Greek,  which  made  him  less  impartial  between 
his  countrymen  and  the  Bomans  in  weighing  their  comparative 
merit^  than  you  would  be  in  contrasting  a  Frenchman  with  a 
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(}erman^  or  an  Italian  with  a  Spaniard,  or  a  Dutchman  with  a 
Swede.  Select,  therefore,  those  great  men  out  of  different 
countries,  whose  characters  and  actions  may  be  best  compared 
together,  and  present  them  to  our  view,  without  that  disguise 
wldch  the  partiality  of  their  countrymen  or  the  malice  of  their 
enemies  may  have  thrown  upon  them.  If  I  can  animate  you 
to  this,  posterity  will  owe  me  a  very  great  obligation.'' 

I  shall  close  these  extracts  with  a  short  letter  from  Voltaire, 
dated  26th  February  1778,  from  the  CMteau  de  Femey. 

^^  n  y  a  quatre  jours  que  j'ai  re9U  le  beau  pr^nt  dont  vous 
m'avez  honor^.  Je  le  lis  malgre  les  fluxions  horribles  qui  me 
font  crfdndre  de  perdre  enti^rement  les  yeuz.  II  me  fait 
oublier  tons  mes  maux.  C'est  &  vous  et  JL  M.  Hume  qu'il 
appartient  d'^ire  I'Histoire.  Yous  Stes  Sequent,  savant,  et 
impartial    Je  me  joins  i,  I'Europe  pour  vous  estimer." 

While  Dr.  Bobertson's  fame  was  thus  rapidly  extending 
wherever  the  language  in  which  he  wrote  was  understood  and 
cultivated,  he  had  the  singular  good  fortune  to  find  in  M. 
Suard,  a  writer  fully  capable  of  transfusing  into  a  language 
still  more  universal,  all  the  spirit  and  elegance  of  the  original. 
It  appears  from  a  letter  preserved  among  Dr.  Bobertson's 
papers,  that  M.  Suard  was  selected  for  this  undertaking  by  the 
well-known  Baron  d'Holbach.  He  has  since  made  ample  addi- 
tions to  his  fame  by  his  own  productions;  but,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  it  was  his  translation  of  CharleB  V,  which  first  esta- 
blished his  reputation,  and  procured  him  a  seat  in  the  French 
Academy.^ 

The  high  rank  which  this  second  publication  of  Dr.  Bobert- 
son's  has  long  maintained  in  the  list  of  our  English  classics, 
is  sufficient  to  justify  the  warm  encomiums  I  have  already 
transcribed  from  the  letters  of  his  friends.  To  the  general 
expressions  of  praise,  however,  which  they  have  bestowed  on  it, 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  adding  a  few  remarks  on  some  of 
those  specific  excellences  by  which  it  appears  to  me  to  be  more 
peculiarly  distinguished. 

*  See  Note  D. 
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Among  these  excellences,  a  most  important  one  arises  from 
the  address  displayed  by  the  anther  in  surmounting  a  di£Sculty, 
which  has  embarrassed,  more  or  less,  all  the  historians  who 
have  attempted  to  record  the  transactions  of  the  two  last 
centarie&  In  consequence  of  those  relations  which  connect 
together  the  different  countries  of  Modem  Europe  as  parts  of 
one  great  system,  a  general  knowledge  of  the  contemporary 
situation  of  other  nations  becomes  indispensable  to  those  who 
would  fully  comprehend  the  political  transactions  of  any  one 
state  at  a  particular  period.  In  writing  the  histoiy  of  a  great 
nation,  accordingly,  it  is  necessary  to  connect  with  the  narrative 
occasional  episodes  with  respect  to  such  foreign  affairs  as  had  an 
influence  on  the  policy  of  the  Government,  or  on  the  fortunes 
of  the  people.  To  accomplish  this  with  success,  by  bestowing 
on  these  digressions  perspicuity  and  interest,  without  entering 
into  that  minuteness  of  detail  which  might  mislead  the  atten- 
tion of  the  reader  from  the  principal  subject,  is  unquestionably 
one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  of  an  historian ;  and  in  executing 
this  task.  Dr.  Bobertson's  judgment  and  skill  will  not  suffer 
by  a  comparison  with  those  displayed  by  the  most  illustrious 
of  his  rivals. 

In  the  work,  however,  now  under  our  consideration,  he  has 
aimed  at  something  more;  for  while  he  has  recorded,  with 
admirable  distinctness,  the  transactions  of  a  particular  reign, 
(preserving  his  episodes  in  so  just  a  subordination  to  his  main 
design,  that  they  seldom  produce  any  inconvenient  distraction 
of  attention  or  of  interest,)  he  has  contrived,  by  happy  transi- 
tions, to  interweave  so  many  of  the  remarkable  events  which 
happened  about  the  same  time  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  as  to 
render  his  History  of  Charles  V.  the  most  instructive  intro- 
duction that  has  yet  appeared  to  the  general  history  of  that 
age.  The  advantage  of  making  the  transactions  of  a  particular 
nation,  and  still  more  the  reign  of  b  particular  sovereign,  a 
groundwork  for  such  comprehensive  views  of  human  affiEurs, 
is  sufficiently  obvious.  By  carrying  on  a  connected  series  of 
important  events,  and  indicating  their  relations  to  the  con- 
temporary history  of  mankind,  a  meridian  is  traced  (if  I  may 
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use  the  expression)  through  the  vast  and  crowded  map  of 
time;  and  a  line  of  reference  is  exhibited  to  the  mind,  for 
marking  the  bearings  of  those  subordinate  occurrences,  in  the 
multiplicity  of  which  its  powers  would  have  been  lost 

In  undertaking  a  work  on  a  plan  so  philosophical  in  the 
design,  but  so  difficult  in  the  execution,  no  period,  perhaps,  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  could  have  been  more  happily  chosen 
than  that  which  commences  with  the  sixteenth  century ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  (as  he  himself  observes,)  '^  the  several  powers 
of  Europe  were  formed  into  one  great  poUtical  system,  in  which 
each  took  a  station,  wherein  it  has  since  remained  with  less 
alteration  than  could  have  been  expected,  after  the  shocks 
occasioned  by  so  many  internal  revolutions  and  so  many 
foreign  wars." 

Mr.  Hume,  in  a  letter  which  I  had  occasion  already  to  quote, 
objects  to  him  that  ^^  his  hero  is  not  very  interesting,''  and  it 
must  undoubtedly  be  acknowledged,  that  the  characteristical 
qualities  of  his  mind  were  less  those  of  an  amiable  man  than 
of  a  great  prince.  His  character,  however,  on  the  whole,  was 
singularly  adapted  to  Dr.  Bobertson's  purpose,  not  only  as  the 
ascendant  it  secured  to  him  in  the  political  world  marks  him 
out  indisputably  as  the  principal  figure  in  that  illustrious 
group  which  then  appeared  on  the  Theatre  of  Europe,  but  as 
it  everywhere  displays  that  deep  and  sagacious  policy,  which, 
by  systematizing  his  counsels,  and  linking  together  the  great 
events  of  his  reign,  inspires  a  constant  interest,  if  not  for  the 
personal  fortunes  of  the  man,  at  least  for  the  magnificent  pro- 
jects of  the  politician.  Nor  is  the  character  of  Charles,  how- 
ever unamiable,  without  a  certain  species  of  attraction.  The 
reader  who  is  previously  acquainted  with  the  last  scenes  of  his 
enterprising  and  brilliant  life,  while  he  follows  him  through 
the  splendid  career  of  his  ambition,  can  scarcely  avoid  to  in- 
dulge occasionally  those  moral  sympathies  which  the  contrast 
awakens,  and  to  borrow  from  the  solitude  of  the  cloister  some 
prophetic  touches,  to  soften  the  sternness  of  the  warrior  and 
the  statesman. 

With  a  view  to  facilitate  the  study  of  this  important  portion 
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of  Modem  History,  Dr.  Robertson  has  employed  a  preUminary 
yolmne  in  tracing  the  progress  of  society  in  Eorope,  from  the 
sabversion  of  the  Boman  Empire  to  the  era  at  which  his  narra- 
tive commences.  In  this  instance,  as  well  as  in  the  First  Book 
of  his  Scottish  History^  he  has  sanctioned  by  his  example  a 
remark  of  Father  Paid,  that  an  historical  compodtion  should 
be  as  complete  as  possible  in  itself,  exhibiting  a  series  of  events 
intelligible  to  every  reader,  without  any  reference  to  other 
sources  of  information.  On  the  minuteness  and  accuracy  of 
Dr.  Bobertson's  researches  concerning  the  state  of  Europe 
during  the  Middle  Ages,  I  do  not  presume  to  offer  an  opinion. 
They  certainly  exhibit  marks  of  very  extensive  and  various 
reading,  digested  with  the  soundest  judgment,  and  of  which 
the  results  appear  to  be  arranged  in  the  most  distinct  and 
luminous  order.  At  the  time  when  he  wrote,  such  an  arrange- 
ment of  materials  was  the  grand  dedderatumj  and  by  fen  the 
most  arduous  task ;  nor  will  the  merit  of  having  first  brought 
into  form  a  mass  of  information  so  little  accessible  till  then  to 
ordinary  readers,  be  ever  affected  by  the  controversies  that  may 
arise  concerning  the  justness  of  particular  conclusions.  If,  in 
some  of  these,  he  has  been  censured  as  hasty  by  later  writers, 
it  must  be  remembered  how  much  their  labours  were  facilitated 
by  what  he  did  to  open  a  field  for  their  minuter  diligence,  and 
that,  by  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  he  refers  to  his 
authorities,  he  has  himself  furnished  the  means  of  correcting 
his  errora  One  thing  is  certain,  (and  it  affords  no  inconsider- 
able testimony  both  to  the  felicity  of  his  choice  in  the  various 
historical  subjects  he  undertook,  and  to  the  extent  of  his  re- 
searches in  the  investigation  of  facts,)  that  the  most  acute  and 
able  of  all  his  adversaries^  was  guided  by  Dr.  Bobertson's 
example  in  almost  all  his  literary  undertaldngs,  and  that  his 
curiosity  has  seldom  led  him  into  any  path,  where  the  genius 
and  industry  of  his  predecessor  had  not  previously  cleared  the 
way. 

In  no  part  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  works  has  he  displayed  more 
remarkably  than  in  this  introductory  volume,  his  patience  in 
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research,  his  penetration  and  good  sense  in  selecting  his  infor- 
mation,  or  that  comprehension  of  mind,  which,  without  being 
misled  by  system,  can  combine  with  distinctness  and  taste,  the 
dry  and  scattered  details  of  ancient  monuments.  In  truth, 
this  DtssertcUiony  under  the  unassuming  title  of  an  Introduc- 
tion to  the  History  of  Charles  Y.,  may  be  regarded  as  an 
introduction  to  the  History  of  Modem  Europe.  It  is  invalu- 
able, in  this  respect,  to  the  historical  student ;  and  it  suggests, 
in  every  page,  matter  of  speculation  to  the  politician  and  the 
philosopher. 

It  will  not,  I  hope,  be  imputed  to  me  as  a  blameable  in- 
stance of  national  vanity,  if  I  conclude  this  Section  with 
remarking  the  rapid  progress  that  has  been  made  in  our  own 
country  during  the  last  fifty  years,  in  tracing  the  origin  and 
progress  of  the  present  establishments  in  Europe.  Montes- 
quieu undoubtedly  led  the  way,  but  much  has  been  done  since 
the  publication  of  his  works,  by  authors  whose  names  are 
enrolled  among  the  members  of  this  Society.  '^  On  this  interest- 
ing subject,''  says  Mr.  Gibbon,  '^  a  strong  ray  of  philosophic 
light  has  broke  from  Scotland  in  our  own  times,  and  it  is  with 
private  as  well  as  public  regard,  that  I  repeat  the  names  of 
Hume,  Robertson,  and  Adam  Smith.**^  It  was,  indeed,  a  sub- 
ject worthy  of  their  genius,  for  in  the  whole  history  of  human 
affairs,  no  spectacle  occurs  so  wonderful  in  itself,  or  so  moment- 
ous in  its  consequences^  as  the  growth  of  that  system  which 
took  its  rise  from  the  conquests  of  the  barbarians.  In  conse- 
quence of  these,  the  western  parts  of  Europe  were  overspread 
with  a  thick  night  of  superstition  and  ignorance,  which  lasted 
nearly  a  thousand  years ;  yet  this  event,  which  had  at  first  so 
unpromising  an  aspect,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  state  of  society 
far  more  favourable  to  the  general  and  permanent  happiness  of 
the  human  race  than  any  which  the  world  had  hitherto  seen ; — 
a  state  of  society  which  required  many  ages  to  bring  it  to  that 
condition  which  it  has  now  attained,  and  which  will  probably 
require  ages  more  to  bestow  on  it  all  the  perfection  of  which  it 
seems  to  be  gradually  susceptible.    By  dividing  Europe  into  a 
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number  of  large  monarchies,  agreeing  with  each  other  in  their 
fmidamental  institationSy  but  differing  in  the  nature  both  of 
their  moral  and  physical  advantages,  and  possessing,  at  the 
same  time,  such  measures  of  relative  force  as  to  render  them 
objects  of  mutual  respect,  it  multiplied  the  chances  of  human 
improvement,— secured  a  mutual  commimication  of  lights 
among  vast  political  communities,  all  of  them  fit  to  contri- 
bute their  respective  shares  to  the  common  stock  of  knowledge 
and  refinement, — and  sheltered  science  and  civilisation,  till 
they  had  time  to  strike  their  roots  so  deep,  and  to  scatter  their 
seed  so  wide,  that  their  final  progress  over  the  whole  globe  can 
now  be  checked  only  by  some  calamity  fiital  to  the  species. 
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SECTION     III. 

GONnNUATIOK  OF  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. — BISTORT  OF  AHEBIOA. 

Afteb  an  interval  of  eight  years  from  the  publication  of 
Charles  the  Ft/thy  Dr.  Bobertson  produced  the  History  of 
America ; — a  work  which,  by  the  variety  of  research  and  of 
speculation  that  it  exhibits^  enables  us  to  form  a  sufficient 
idea  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  employed  the  interven- 
ing period. 

In  undertaking  this  task,  the  author's  original  intention  was 
only  to  complete  his  account  of  the  great  events  connected  with 
the  reign  of  Charles  Y. ;  but  perceiving,  as  he  advanced,  that 
a  History  of  America,  confined  solely  to  the  operations  and 
concerns  of  the  Spaniards,  would  not  be  likely  to  excite  a  veiy 
general  interest,  he  resolved  to  include  in  his  plan  the  transac- 
tions of  all  the  European  nations  in  the  New  World.  The 
origin  and  progress  of  the  British  Empire  there,  he  destined  for 
the  subject  of  one  entire  volume,  but  afterwards  abandoned,  or 
rather  suspended,  the  execution  of  this  part  of  his  design,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  his  Preface. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  hitherto  given  of  Dr.  Bobertson's 
literary  pursuits,  I  have  endeavoured  not  only  to  glean  all  the 
scanty  information  which  his  papers  supply,  concerning  the 
progress  of  his  studies,  but  to  collect  whatever  memorials  they 
afford  of  his  intercourse  with  those  to  whom  he  appears  to  have 
been  more  peculiarly  attached  by  sentiments  of  esteem  or  of 
fiiendship.  In  following  this  plan,  while  I  have  attempted  (in 
conformity  to  the  precept  of  an  eloquent  critic^)  to  add  to  the 
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interest  of  mj  narrative,  ^^  by  surroonding  the  sabject  of  it  with 
his  contemporaries,''  I  have  aimed  also  to  select  sach  passages 
from  the  letters  of  his  correspondents,  as  were  at  once  calcul- 
ated to  illustrate  the  characters  of  the  writers,  and  to  reflect 
some  light  on  that  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 
It  appeared  to  me  to  be  possible  to  convey  in  this  manner  a 
livelier  and  juster  idea  of  the  more  delicate  features  of  their 
minds,  than  by  any  description  however  circumstantial ;  and  at 
the  same  time  to  avoid,  by  a  proper  discrimination  in  the  selec- 
tion of  materials,  those  frivolous  or  degrading  details  which,  in 
the  present  times,  are  so  fi:equently  presented  to  the  public  by 
the  indiscretion  of  editors.  The  epistolary  fragments,  accord- 
ingly, interwoven  with  my  own  composition,  have  all  a  refer- 
ence to  the  peculiar  object  of  this  Memoir  ;  and  I  cannot  help 
indulging  a  hope,  that  they  will  amply  compensate,  by  the  value 
they  possess  as  authentic  relics  of  the  individuals  whose  friend- 
ships they  record,  for  the  trespasses  they  have  occasioned  against 
that  unity  of  style  which  the  rules  of  criticism  enjoin. 

In  the  further  prosecution  of  this  subject,  I  shall  adhere  to 
the  same  general  plan ;  without,  however,  affecting  that  minute- 
ness of  illustration  which  I  was  anxious  to  bestow  on  the  first 
steps  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  literary  progress.  The  circle  of  his 
acquaintance,  besides,  was  now  so  extended,  and  the  congra- 
tulations which  his  works  drew  to  him  so  multiplied,  that  my 
choice  must  necessarily  be  limited  to  the  letters  of  those  whose 
names  render  their  judgments  of  men  and  books  objects  ot 
public  curiosity.  The  Society  will  r^et  with  me,  that  among 
these  correspondents  the  name  of  Mr.  Hume  is  not  to  be  found 
He  died  in  the  year  1776,  the  year  immediately  preceding  that 
in  which  the  History  of  America  was  published.^ 

Mr.  Gibbon  made  his  first  appearance  as  an  historian  a  few 
months  before  Mr.  Hume's  death,  and  began  a  correspondence 
with  Dr.  Bobertson  the  year  following.  A  letter,  dated  ficom 
Paris,  14th  July  1777,  in  acknowledgment  of  a  present  of  Dr. 
Bobertson's  book,  appears  plainly  from  the  contents  to  have 
been  one  of  the  first  tiiat  passed  between  them. 

^BMNoteE. 


OF  WILUAH  B0B£BT80Ny  D.D.  151 

<<  When  I  ventured  to  assome  the  character  of  historian,  the 
first,  the  most  natural,  but  at  the  same  time  the  most  ambitious 
wish  which  I  entertained,  was  to  deserve  the  approbation  of  Dr. 
Bobertson  and  Mr.  Hume,  two  names  which  friendship  united, 
and  which  posterity  will  never  separate.  I  shall  not  therefore 
attempt  to  dissemble,  though  I  cannot  easily  express,  the  honest 
pleasure  which  I  received  from  your  obliging  letter,  as  well  as 
from  the  intelligence  of  your  most  valuable  present  The  satis- 
faction which  I  should  otherwise  have  enjoyed  in  common  with 
the  public,  will  now  be  heightened  by  a  sentiment  of  a  more 
personal  and  flattering  nature ;  and  I  shall  often  whisper  to 
myself  that  I  have  in  some  degree  obtained  the  esteem  of  the 
writer  whom  I  admire. 

^'  A  short  excursion  which  I  have  made  to  this  place  during 
the  summer  months,  has  occasioned  some  delay  in  my  receiving 
your  letter,  and  will  prevent  me  from  possessing,  till  my  return, 
the  copy  of  your  History^  which  you  so  politely  desired  Mr. 
Strahan  to  send  me.  But  I  have  already  gratified  the  eager- 
ness of  my  curiosity  and  impatience ;  and  though  I  was  obliged 
to  return  the  book  much  sooner  than  I  could  have  wished,  I 
have  seen  enough  to  convince  me  that  the  present  publication 
will  support,  and,  if  possible,  extend  the  fame  of  the  author ; 
that  the  materials  are  collected  with  care,  and  arranged  with 
skill ;  that  the  progress  of  discovery  is  displayed  with  learning 
and  perspicuity ;  that  the  dangers,  the  achievements,  and  the 
views  of  the  Spanish  adventurers,  are  related  with  a  temperate 
spirit ;  and  that  the  most  original,  perhaps  the  most  curious 
portion  of  human  manners,  is  at  length  rescued  from  the  hands 
of  sophists  and  declaimers.  Lord  Stormont,  and  the  few  in 
this  capital  who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  perusiDg  the  Hia- 
tory  o/AfnericOy  unanimously  concur  in  the  same  sentiments ; 
your  work  is  already  become  a  favourite  subject  of  conversation, 
and  M.  Suard  is  repeatedly  pressed,  in  my  hearing,  to  fix  the 
time  when  his  translation  will  appear."^ 

^  The  letter  fitno  which  the  foregoing  hnmons  works  of  Mr.  Gibbon.  Ai  the 
pusage  is  extracted,  haa  been  aliead/  oopy  fonnd  among  Pr.  Robertion^B 
pabliahed  by  Lord  She£Beld  in  the  post-      papers  oorrespondfl  verbatim  with  that 
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In  most  of  fhe  other  letters  received  by  Dr.  Bobertson  on 
this  occasion,  I  have  not  remarked  anything  very  interesting. 
Mr.  Walpole  is  liberal,  as  formerly,  in  his  praise,  bat  does  not 
enter  so  much  into  particular  criticisms ;  and  as  for  his  other 
correspondents,  (among  whom  were  various  names  of  the  first 
distinction  in  the  kingdom,)  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
probably  restrained,  by  motives  of  delicacy,  from  offering 
anything  more  than  general  expressions  of  admiration,  to  a 
voiter  whose  fame  was  now  so  fuUy  established.  A  letter  from 
William  Lord  Mansfield,  though  it  bears  no  marks  of  the 
superior  mind  of  that  eminent  man,  is  valuable  at  least  as  a 
testimony  of  his  respect  for  Dr.  Bobertson ;  nor  will  it,  perhaps, 
when  contrasted  with  the  splendour  of  his  professional  exer- 
tions, be  altogether  unacceptable  to  those  who  have  a  pleasure 
in  studying  the  varieties  and  the  limits  of  human  genius. 

'^  I  delayed  returning  you  my  warmest  acknowledgments  for 
your  most  valuable  present,  till  I  could  say  that  I  had  enjoyed 
it  Since  my  return  from  the  circuit,  I  have  read  it  with  in- 
finite pleasure.  It  is  inferior  to  none  of  your  works,  which  is 
saying  a  great  deal  No  man  will  now  doubt  but  that  you 
have  done  judiciously  in  making  this  an  entire  separate  work, 
and  detaching  it  from  the  general  history.  Your  account  of 
the  science  of  navigation  and  naval  discovery  is  admirable,  and 
equal  to  any  historical  map  of  the  kind.  If  I  knew  a  pen 
equal  to  it,  I  would  advise  the  continuation  down  to  the  next 
arrival  of  Captain  Cook.  Nothing  could  be  more  entertaining 
or  more  instructive.  It  is  curious  that  all  great  discoveries  are 
made,  as  it  were  by  accident,  when  men  are  in  search  of  some- 
thing else.  I  learn  from  you  that  Columbus  did  not^  as  a 
philosopher,  demonstrate  to  himself  that  there  must  be  such  a 
portion  of  liie  earth  as  America  is,  but  that  meaning  to  go  to 
the  East  Indies,  he  stumbled  on  the  West.  It  is  a  more  inter- 
esting speculation  to  consider  how  little  political  wisdom  had 
to  do,  and  how  much  has  arisen  from  chance,  in  the  peopling, 
government,  laws,  and  constitution  of  the  New  World.    You 

which  Mr.  Gibbon  appean  to  haTO  re-      a  proof  of  the  care  which  he  bestowed 
tained  in  his  own  possession,  it  sffixrds      on  his  epistolary  compositions. 
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shew  it  stxongly  in  the  revolutionB  and  settlement  of  Spanish 
America.  I  hope  the  time  will  come  for  fulfilling  the  engage- 
ment you  allude  to  in  the  b^inning  of  your  Preface.  You  will 
then  shew  how  little  political  wisdom  had  to  do  in  forming  the 
original  settlements  of  English  America  (Government  left 
private  adventurers  to  do  as  they  pleased^  and  certainly  did  not 
see  in  any  degree  the  consequence  of  the  object.'' 

One  letter,  containing  the  judgment  of  an  author  who  is 
supposed  to  have  employed  his  own  abilities  in  a  very  masterly 
sketch  on  the  same  subject,  I  shall  publish  entire.  It  is  long 
for  a  quotation  ;  but  I  will  not  mutilate  what  comes  from  the 
pen  of  Mr.  Burke. 

^^  I  am  perfectly  sensible  of  the  very  flattering  distinction  I 
have  received  in  your  thinking  me  worthy  of  so  noble  a  present 
as  that  of  your  History  of  America.  I  have  however  suffered 
my  gratitude  to  lie  under  some  suspicion,  by  delaying  my 
acknowledgment  of  so  great  a  favour :  but  my  delay  was  only 
to  render  my  obligation  to  you  more  complete,  and  my  thanks, 
if  possible,  more  merited.  The  close  of  the  session  brought  a 
great  deal  of  very  troublesome,  though  not  important  business 
on  me  at  once.  I  could  not  go  through  your  work  at  one 
breath  at  that  time,  though  I  have  done  it  since.  I  am  now 
enabled  to  thank  you,  not  only  for  the  honour  you  have  done 
me,  but  for  the  great  satisfaction,  and  the  infinite  variety  and 
compass  of  instruction,  I  have  received  from  your  incomparable 
work.  Everything  has  been  done  which  was  so  naturally  to 
be  expected  from  the  author  of  the  History  of  Scotland,  and 
of  the  age  of  Charles  Y.  I  believe  few  books  have  done 
more  than  this,  towards  clearing  up  dark  points,  correcting 
CTTors,  and  removing  prejudices.  You  have  too  the  rare  secret 
of  rekindling  an  interest  on  subjects  that  had  so  often  been 
treated,  and  in  which  everything  which  could  feed  a  vital  flame 
appeared  to  have  been  consumed.  I  am  sure  I  read  many 
parts  of  your  History  with  that  fi^sh  concern  and  anxiety 
which  attend  those  who  are  not  previously  apprized  of  the 
event.  You  have,  beudes,  thrown  quite  a  new  light  on  the 
present  state  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  and  furnished  both 


154  ACCOUNT  07  THE  LIFE  AND  WBITINGB 

materials  and  hints  for  a  rational  theoiy  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  them  in  futore. 

'^  The  part  which  I  read  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  is  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  manners  and  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
New  World.  I  have  always  thought  with  you,  that  we  possess 
at  this  time  veiy  great  advantages  towards  the  knowledge  of 
human  nature.  We  need  no  longer  go  to  history  to  trace  it  in 
all  stages  and  periods.  Histoiy,  from  its  comparative  youth, 
is  but  a  poor  instructor.  When  the  Egyptians  called  the 
Greeks  children  in  antiquities,  we  may  well  call  them  children ; 
and  so  we  may  call  all  those  nations  which  were  able  to  trace  the 
progress  of  society  only  within  their  own  limits.  But  now  the 
great  map  of  numkind  is  unrolled  at  once,  and  there  is  no  state 
or  gradation  of  barbarism,  and  no  mode  of  refinement  which 
we  have  not  at  the  same  moment  under  our  view ;  the  very 
di£ferent  civility  of  Europe  and  of  China ;  the  barbarism  of 
Persia  and  of  Abyssinia ;  the  erratic  manners  of  Tartary  and 
of  Arabia ;  the  savage  state  of  North  America  and  of  New 
Zealand.  Indeed,  you  have  made  a  noble  use  of  the  advantages 
yon  have  had.  You  have  employed  philosophy  to  judge  on 
manners,  and  from  manners  you  have  drawn  new  resources  for 
philosophy.  I  only  think  that  in  one  or  two  points  you  have 
hardly  done  justice  to  the  savage  character. 

^  There  remains  before  you  a  great  field.  PertcuIoaoB  plenum 
apua  alece  tractaSj  et  incedia  per  ignea  suppoaUoa  cineri 
doloao.  When  even  those  ashes  will  be  spread  over  the  pre- 
sent fire,  Ood  knows.  I  am  heartily  sorry  that  we  are  now 
supplying  you  with  that  kind  of  dignity  and  concern,  which  is 
purchased  to  history  at  the  expense  of  mankind.  I  had  rather, 
by  fiff,  that  Dr.  Bobertson's  pen  were  only  employed  in  delineat- 
ing the  humble  scenes  of  political  economy,  than  the  great 
events  of  a  civil  war.  However,  if  our  statesmen  had  read  the 
book  of  human  nature  instead  of  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  history  instead  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  we  should, 
not  by  the  latter  have  furnished  out  so  ample  a  page  for  the 
former.  For  my  part,  I  have  not  been,  nor  am  I  very  forward 
in  my  speculations  on  this  subject    All  that  I  have  ventured 
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to  make  have  hitherto  proved  fjEdladoas.  I  confess,  I  thought 
the  CSolonies  left  to  themselves  could  not  have  made  anything 
like  the  present  resistance  to  the  whole  power  of  this  country 
and  its  allies.  I  did  not  think  it  could  have  been  done  without 
the  declared  interference  of  the  House  of  Bourbon.  But  I 
looked  on  it  as  very  probable  that  France  and  Spain  would 
before  this  time  have  taken  a  decided  part  In  both  these  con- 
jectures I  have  judged  amiss.  You  will  smile  when  I  send 
you  a  trifling  temporary  production,  made  for  the  occasion  of  a 
day,  and  to  perish  with  it,  in  return  for  your  immortd  work. 
But  our  exchange  resembles  the  politics  of  the  times :  you 
send  out  solid  wealth,  the  accumulation  of  ages,  and  in  return 
you  get  a  few  flying  leaves  of  poor  American  paper.  However, 
you  have  the  mercantile  comfort  of  finding  the  balance  of  trade 
infinitely  in  your  favour ;  and  I  console  myself  with  the  snug 
consideration  of  uninformed  natural  acuteness,  that  I  have  my 
warehouse  full  of  goods  at  another's  expense. 

''  Adieu,  Sir,  continue  to  instruct  the  world ;  and  whilst  we 
carry  on  a  poor  unequal  conflict  with  the  passions  and  preju- 
dices of  our  day,  perhaps  with  no  better  weapons  than  other 
passions  and  prejudices  of  our  own,  convey  wisdom  At  our 
expense  to  future  generations." 

After  these  testimonies  to  the  excellence  of  the  American 
History,  joined  to  twenty  years'  possession  of  the  public  favour, 
it  may  perhaps  be  thought  presumption  in  me  to  interpose  my 
own  judgment  with  respect  to  its  peculiar  merits.  I  cannot 
help,  however,  remarking  (what  appears  still  more  characteris- 
tical  of  this  than  of  any  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  other  works)  the 
comprehensive  survey  which  he  has  taken  of  his  vast  and 
various  subject,  and  the  skilful  arrangement  by  which  he  has 
bestowed  connexion  and  symmetiy  on  a  mass  of  materials  so 
shapeless  and  disjointed.  The  penetration  and  sagacity  dis- 
played in  his  delineation  of  savage  manners,  and  the  unbiassed 
good  sense  with  which  he  has  contrasted  that  state  of  society 
with  civilized  life,  (a  speculation  in  the  prosecution  of  which  so 
many  of  his  predecessors  had  lost  themselves  in  vague  decla- 
mation or  in  paradoxical  refinement,)  have  been  much  and 
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deservedly  admired.  His  industry  also,  and  accuracy  in  col- 
lecting information  with  respect  to  the  Spanish  system  of 
colonial  policy,  have  received  warm  praise  from  his  friends  and 
from  the  public.  But  what,  perhaps,  does  no  less  honour  to 
the  powers  of  his  mind  than  any  of  these  particulars,  is,  the 
ability  and  address  with  which  he  has  treated  some  topics  that 
did  not  fall  within  the  ordinary  sphere  of  his  studies,  more 
especially  those  which  border  on  the  province  of  the  natural 
historian.  In  the  consideration  of  these,  although  we  may 
perhaps,  in  one  or  two  instances,  have  room  to  regret  that  he 
had  not  been  still  more  completely  prepared  for  the  undertak- 
ing by  previous  habits  of  scientific  disquisition,  we  uniformly 
find  him  interesting  and  instructive  in  the  information  he  con- 
veys, and  happy  beyond  most  English  writers  in  the  descriptive 
powers  of  his  styla  The  species  of  description  too  in  which  he 
excels,  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  his  subject ;  distinguished,  not 
by  those  picturesque  touches  which  vie  with  the  effects  of  the 
pencil  in  presenting  local  scenery  to  the  mind,  but  by  an 
expression  to  which  language  alone  is  equal,  of  the  grand 
features  of  an  unsubdued  world.  In  these  passages  he  discovers 
talents,  as  a  writer,  different  from  anything  that  appears  in  his 
other  publications ;  a  compass  and  richness  of  diction  the  more 
surprising,  that  the  objects  described  were  so  little  familiarised 
to  his  thoughts,  and,  in  more  than  one  instance,  rivalling  the 
majestic  eloquence  which  destined  Buffon  to  be  the  historian  of 
Natura 

After  all,  however,  the  principal  diarm  of  this,  as  well  as  of 
his  other  Histories,  arises  from  the  graphical  effect  of  his  narra- 
tive, wherever  his  subject  affords  him  materiab  for  an  interest- 
ing picture.  What  force  and  beauty  of  painting  in  his  circum- 
stantial details  of  the  voyage  of  Columbus ;  of  the  first  aspect  of 
the  New  Continent ;  and  of  the  interviews  of  the  natives  with 
the  Spanish  adventurers  1  With  what  animation  and  fire  does 
he  follow  the  steps  of  Cortes  through  the  varying  fortunes  of  his 
vast  and  hazardous  career,  yielding,  it  must  be  owned,  some- 
what too  much  to  the  influence  of  the  passions  which  his  hero 
felt^  but  bestowing,  at  the  same  time,  the  warm  tribute  of  ad- 
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miration  and  sympathy  on  the  virtaes  and  fate  of  those  whom 
he  subdued  I  The  arts,  the  institutions,  and  the  manners  of 
Europe  and  of  America,  but  above  all,  the  splendid  characters 
of  Cortes  and  of  Guatimozin,  enable  him,  in  this  part  of  his 
work,  to  add  to  its  other  attractions  that  of  the  finest  contrasts 
which  occur  in  history. 

On  these  and  similar  occasions,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge 
from  what  I  experience  in  myself,  he  seizes  more  completely 
than  any  other  modern  historian  the  attention  of  his  reader, 
and  transports  him  into  the  midst  of  the  transactions  which  he 
records.  His  own  imagination  was  warm  and  vigorous ;  and, 
although  in  the  conduct  of  life  it  gave  no  tincture  of  enthusiasm 
to  his  temper,  yet,  in  the  solitude  of  the  closet,  it  attached  him 
peculiarly  to  those  passages  of  history  which  approach  to  the 
romantic.  Hence  many  of  the  characteristical  beauties  of  his 
writings ;  and  hence  too,  perhaps,  some  of  their  imperfections. 
A  cold  and  phlegmatic  historian,  who  surveys  human  affiurs 
like  the  inhabitant  of  a  different  planet,  if  his  narrative  should 
sometimes  languish  for  want  of  interest^  will  at  least  avoid 
those  prepossessions  into  which  the  writer  must  occasionally  be 
betrayed,  who,  mingling  with  a  sympathetic  ardour  among  the 
illustrious  personages  whose  story  he  contemplates,  is  liable, 
while  he  kindles  with  their  generous  emotions,  to  be  infected 
by  the  contagion  of  their  prejudices  and  passions. 

These  effects,  resulting  naturally  from  a  warm  imagination, 
were  heightened  in  Dr.  Bobertson  by  the  vigour  of  an  active 
and  aspiring  mind.  It  was  not  from  the  indifference  produced 
by  indolence  or  abstraction  that  he  withdrew  from  the  business 
of  life  to  philosophy  and  letters.  He  was  formed  for  action  no 
less  than  speculation,  and  had  fortune  opened  to  hinn  a  field 
equal  to  his  talents,  he  would  have  preferred,  without  hesita- 
tion, (if  I  do  not  greatly  mistake  his' character,)  the  pursuits  of 
the  former  to  those  of  the  latter.  His  studies  were  all  directed 
to  the  great  scenes  of  political  exertion,  and  it  was  only  because 
he  wanted  an  opportunity  to  sustain  a  part  in  them  himself, 
that  he  submitted  to  be  an  historian  of  the  actions  of  others. 
In  all  his  writings  the  influence  of  the  circumstances  which  I 
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have  now  sa^ested,  may,  I  think,  be  traced,  bat  in  none  of 
them  is  it  so  strongly  marked  as  in  the  History  of  America. 
There  he  writes  with  the  interest  of  one  who  had  been  himself 
an  actor  on  the  scene,  giving  an  ideal  range  to  his  ambition 
among  the  astonishing  events  which  he  describes. 

Perhaps,  indeed,  it  must  be  owned  on  the  other  hand,  that 
if  the  excellences  of  this  performance  are  on  a  scale  commen- 
snrate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  it  is  in  some  respects 
more  open  to  censure  than  any  of  his  other  productions.  A 
partiality  for  the  charms  of  eloquence  and  the  originality  of 
system  displayed  in  the  writings  of  Buffon  and  De  Pauw, — ^a 
partiality  natural  to  the  enthusiasm  of  a  congenial  mind,  has 
unquestionably  produced  a  facility  in  the  admission  of  many  of 
their  assertions  which  are  now  classed  with  the  prejudices  of 
former  times.  After  allowing,  however,  to  this  charge  all  the 
weight  it  possesses,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  in  justice  to  Dr. 
Bobertson,  what  important  additions  have  been  made  since  the 
time  he  wrote,  to  our  knowledge  both  of  America  and  of  its 
aboriginal  inhabitants;  and  that  it  is  not  from  our  present 
stock  of  information,  but  from  what  was  then  current  in 
Europe,  that  an  estimate  can  fairly  be  formed  of  the  extent  and 
accuracy  of  his  researches.  When  he  hazarded  himself,  like 
Columbus,  in  traversing  an  unknown  ocean,  and  in  surveying 
a  New  World,  much,  it  might  be  expected,  would  be  left  to 
reward  the  industry  of  future  adventurers.  The  disposition  he 
has  shewn  to  palliate  or  to  veil  the  enormities  of  the  Spaniards 
in  their  American  conquests,  is  a  blemish  of  a  deeper  and  more 
serious  nature,  to  the  impression  of  which  I  must  content  my- 
self with  opposing  those  warm  and  enlightened  sentiments  of 
humanity  which  in  general  animate  his  writings.  A  late  can- 
did and  well-informed  author,  accordingly,  after  asserting  that 
the  conquest  of  the  New  World  was  effected  (on  a  low  estimate) 
by  the  murdering  of  ten  millions  of  the  species,  and  that  the 
accounts  of  this  carnage  are  authenticated  beyond  the  possibi- 
lity of  dispute,  su^ests  an  apology  for  Dr.  Bobertson  by 
remarking,  ^  that  this  is  one  of  those  melancholy  passages  in 
the  history  of  human  nature,  where  a  benevolent  mind,  shrink* 
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ing  from  the  contemplation  of  facts,  wishes  to  resist  conviction, 
and  to  relieve  itself  by  incredulity."  ^ 

The  Spanish  nation  were  not  insensible  of  what  they  owed 
to  Dr.  Bobertson  for  ^^  the  temperate  spirit"  (as  Mr.  Gibbon 
expresses  it)  with  which  he  had  related  this  portion  of  their 
story.  "  On  the  8th  of  August  1777,  he  was  unanimously 
elected  a  Member  of  the  Boyal  Academy  of  History  at  Madrid, 
in  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  the  industry  and  care  with 
which  he  has  applied  to  the  study  of  Spanish  History,  and  as  a 
recompense  for  his  merit  in  having  contributed  so  much  to 
illustrate  and  spread  the  knowledge  of  it  in  foreign  countries." 
The  Academy,  at  the  same  time,  appointed  one  of  its  members 
to  translate  the  History  of  America  into  Spanish;  and  it  is 
believed  that  considerable  progress  had  been  made  in  the  trans- 
lation when  the  Spanish  Government,  judging  it  inexpedient 
that  a  work  should  be  made  public  in  which  the  nature  of  the 
trade  with  America  and  the  system  of  Colonial  administration 
were  so  fully  explained,  interposed  its  authority  to  stop  the 
undertaking. 

As  the  volumes  which  have  been  now  under  our  review  did 
not  complete  Dr.  Bobertson's  original  design,  he  announced  in 
the  Preface  his  intention  to  resume  the  subject  at  a  future 
period,  suspending,  in  the  meantime,  the  execution  of  that 
part  of  his  plan  which  related  to  the  British  settlements,  '^  on 
account  of  the  fermefnJt  which  then  agitated  our  North  Ameri- 
can Colonies."  A  fragment  of  this  intended  work,  which  has 
been  published  since  his  death,  while  it  Ulustrates  the  perse- 
vering ardour  of  his  mind,  must  excite  a  lively  regret  in  all 
who  read  it,  that  a  history  so  peculiarly  calculated  by  its  sub- 
ject to  co-extend  his  fame  with  the  future  progress  of  our  lan- 
guage in  the  regions  beyond  the  Atlantic,  had  not  been  added 
to  the  other  monuments  of  his  genius. 

The  caution  which  Dr.  Bobertson  observed  in  his  expressions 
concerning  the  American  war,  suggests  some  doubts  about  his 
sentiments  on  that  subject    In  his  letters  to  Mr.  Strahan  he 

^  Biyan  Edwarda^^iitory  of  the  Wat  Indi€9, 
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writes  with  greater  freedom,  and  sometimes  states,  without 
reserve,  his  opinions  of  men  and  measores. 

One  or  two  of  these  passages  (which  I  transcribe  without 
any  comment)  appear  to  me  to  be  objects  of  coriosily,  as  they 
illustrate  Dr.  Bobertson's  political  views,  and  I  flatter  myself 
they  will  now  be  read  without  offence,  when  the  factions  to 
which  they  allude  are  almost  effaced  from  our  recollection  by 
the  more  interesting  events  of  a  later  period.  I  need  scarcely 
premise,  that  in  quoting  Dr.  Bobertson's  opinions  I  would  by 
no  means  be  understood  to  subscribe  to  them  as  my  own. 

In  a  letter,  dated  October  6, 1775,  he  writes  thus : — ^'  I  agree 
with  you  in  sentiment  about  the  affairs  of  America.  Incapacity, 
or  want  of  information,  has  led  the  people  employed  there  to  de- 
ceive the  Ministry.  Trusting  to  them,  they  have  been  trifling 
for  two  years,  when  they  should  have  been  serious,  until  they 
have  rendered  a  very  simple  piece  of  business  extremely  per- 
plexed. They  have  permitted  colonies,  disjoined  by  nature  and 
situation,  to  consolidate  into  a  regular  systematical  confederacy ; 
and  when  a  few  regiments  stationed  in  each  capital  would  have 
rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  take  arms,  they  have  suffered 
them  quietly  to  levy  and  train  forces,  as  if  they  had  not  known 
and  seen  against  whom  they  were  prepared.  But  now  we  are 
fairly  committed,  and  I  do  think  it  fortunate  that  the  violence 
of  the  Americans  has  brought  matters  to  a  crisis  too  soon  for 
themselves.  !From  the  beginning  of  the  contest  I  have  always 
asserted  that  independence  was  their  object  The  distinction 
between  iaaxUion  and  regulaiion  is  mere  folly.  There  is  not 
an  argument  against  our  right  of  taxing  that  does  not  conclude 
with  tenfold  force  against  our  power  of  regulating  their  trade. 
Th^  may  profess  or  disclaim  what  they  please,  and  hold  {he 
language  that  best  suits  their  purpose ;  but  if  they  have  any 
meaning,  it  'must  be  that  they  should  be  £ree  states,  connected 
with  us  by  blood,  by  habit,  and  by  religion,  but  at  liberty  to 
buy  and  sell  and  trade  where  and  with  whom  they  please. 
This  they  will  one  day  attain,  but  not  just  now,  if  there  be 
any  degree  of  political  wisdom  or  vigour  remaining.  At  the 
same  time  one  cannot  but  regret  that  prosperous  and  growing 
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states  should  be  checked  in  their  career.  As  a  lover  of  man- 
kind I  bewail  it ;  but  as  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  I  must 
wish  that  their  dependence*  on  it  should  continue.  If  the 
wisdom  of  Government  can  terminate  the  contest  with  honour 
instantly,  that  would  be  the  most  desirable  issue.  This,  how- 
ever, I  take  to  be  now  impossible ;  and  I  will  venture  to  fore- 
tell, that  if  our  leaders  do  not  at  once  exert  the  power  of  the 
British  Empire  in  its  full  force,  the  struggle  will  be  long, 
dubious,  and  disgraceful.  We  are  past  the  hour  of  lenitives 
and  half  exertions.  If  the  contest  be  protracted,  the  smallest 
interruption  of  the  tranquillity  that  now  reigns  in  Europe,  or 
even  the  appearance  of  it,  may  be  fatal. 

^^It  is  lucky  that  my  American  History  was  not  finished 
before  this  event  How  many  plausible  theories  that  I  should 
have  been  entitled  to  form,  are  contradicted  by  what  has  now 
happened  l" 

To  this  extract,  I  shall  only  add  a  few  sentences  from  a 
letter  written  to  the  same  correspondent,  about  the  affairs  of 
America,  nine  years  before,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act. 

^'  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  determination  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons concerning  the  Stamp  Act  I  rejoice,  from  my  love  of 
the  human  species,  that  a  million  of  men  in  America  have 
some  chance  of  running  the  same  great  career  which  other  firee 
people  have  held  before  them.  I  do  not  apprehend  revolution 
or  independence  sooner  than  these  must  and  should  come.  A 
very  little  skUl  and  attention  in  the  art  of  governing  may 
preserve  the  supremacy  of  Britain  as  long  as  it  ought  to  be 
preserved.  You  can  do  me  no  &vour  more  obliging,  than  that 
of  writing  me  often  an  account  of  all  occurrences  in  the  debates 
on  this  afiEair.  I  am  much  interested  in  the  subject;  very 
little  in  the  men  who  act  on  either  side.  I  am  not  weak 
enough  greatly  to  admire  their  virtues,  nor  so  fstctious  as  to 
adopt  their  passions." 


TOL.  X. 
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SECTION  IV. 

COKTINUATION  OF  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. — HISTORICAL  DISQUISITION 
CONCEBKING  INDIA.— OElirEEAL  BEICAHES  ON  DB.  BOBEBTSON's 
HEBITS  AS  AN  HISTOBIAN. 

In  consequence  of  the  interraption  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  plans 
produced  by  the  American  Bevolutiony  he  was  led  to  think  of 
some  other  subject  which  mighty  in  the  meantime,  give  employ- 
ment to  his  studious  leisure.  A  letter,  dated  July  1778,  to  his 
friend  the  Bev.  Mr.  Waddilove,  (now  Dean  of  Bipon,)  con- 
tains some  important  information  with  respect  to  his  designs 
at  this  period. 

'^  The  state  of  our  affairs  in  North  America  is  not  such  as 
to  invite  me  to  go  on  with  my  History  of  the  New  World.  I 
must  wait  for  times  of  gieater  tranquillity,  when  I  can  write 
and  the  public  can  read  with  more  impartiality  and  better 
information  than  at  present  Eveiy  person  with  whom  I  con- 
versed in  London  confirmed  me  in  my  resolution  of  making  a 
pause  for  a  little,  until  it  shall  be  known  in  what  manner  the 
ferment  will  subside.  But  as  it  is  neither  my  inclination  nor 
interest  to  be  altogether  idle,  many  of  my  friends  have  sug- 
gested to  me  a  new  subject,  the  History  of  Great  Britain  from 
the  Bevolution  to  the  Accession  of  the  House  of  Hanover.  It 
will  be  some  satis&ction  to  me  to  enter  on  a  domestic  subject, 
after  being  engaged  so  long  on  foreign  ones,  where  one  half 
of  my  time  and  labour  were  employed  in  teaching  myself 
to  understand  manners,  and  laws,  and  forms,  which  I  was  to 
explain  to  others.  You  know  better  than  anybody  how  much 
pains  I  bestowed  in  studying  the  constitution,  the  manners, 
and  the  commerce  of  Spanish  America.    The  Beview  contained 
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in  the  first  volume  of  CharUa  V.  was  founded  on  researches 
still  more  laborious.  I  shall  not  be  involved  in  the  same 
painful  inquiries,  if  I  undertake  the  present  work  I  possess 
already  as  much  knowledge  of  the  British  Government  and 
laws  as  usually  is  possessed  by  other  persons  who  have  been 
weU  educated  and  have  lived  in  good  company.  A  minute 
investigation  of  facts  will  be  the  chief  object  of  my  attention. 
With  respect  to  these,  I  shall  be  much  aided  by  the  original 
papers  published  by  Sir  John  Dalrymple  and  Macpherson,  and 
lately  by  Lord  Hardwicke.  The  Memoirs  of  NoaiUeSj  con- 
cerning the  French  negotiations  in  Spain,  contain  very  curious 
iDformation.  I  have  got  a  veiy  valuable  collection  of  papers 
from  the  Duke  of  Montague,  which  belonged  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  and  I  am  promised  the  large  collection  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  which  were  formerly  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Mallei  From  these  and  other  materials  I  hope  to  write  a 
History  which  may  be  both  entertaining  and  instructive.  I 
know  that  I  shall  get  upon  dangerous  ground,  and  must  relate 
events  concerning  which  our  political  factions  entertain  veiy 
different  sentiments.  But  I  am  little  alarmed  with  this.  I 
flatter  myself  that  I  have  temper  enough  to  judge  with  im- 
partiality; and  if,  after  examining  with  candour  I  do  give 
offence,  there  is  no  man  whose  situation  is  more  independent" 

Whatever  the  motives  were  which  induced  him  to  relinquish 
this  project,  it  is  certain  that  it  did  not  long  occupy  his  thoughts. 
From  a  letter  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  it  would  appear  to  have  been 
abandoned  before  the  end  of  the  year  1779.  The  passage  is 
interesting,  not  only  as  it  serves  to  ascertain  the  facty  but  as 
it  suggests  a  valuable  hint  with  respect  to  a  different  historical 
subject 

"  I  remember  a  kind  of  engagement  you  had  contracted  to 
repeat  your  visit  to  London  every  second  year,  and  I  look  for- 
wards with  pleasure  to  next  spring  when  your  bond  will  natu- 
rally become  due.  I  should  almost  hope  that  you  would  bring 
with  you  some  fruits  of  your  leisure,  had  I  not  been  informed 
that  you  had  totally  relinquished  your  design  of  continuing  Mr. 
Hume's  History  o/Ungland.     Notwithstanding  the  just  and 


164  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WBITINGS 

deep  sense  which  I  mnst  entertain  (if  the  intelligence  be  true) 
of  our  public  loss,  I  have  scarcely  courage  enough  to  blame  jou. 
The  want  of  materials,  and  the  danger  of  offence,  are  two  for- 
midable obstacles  for  an  historian  who  wishes  to  instruct,  and 
who  is  determined  not  to  betray  his  readers.  But  if  you  leave 
the  narrow  limits  of  our  island,  there  still  remain,  without 
returning  to  the  troubled  scene  of  America,  many  subjects  not 
unworthy  of  your  genius.  Will  you  give  me  leave,  as  a  vague 
and  indigested  hint,  to  suggest  Ihe  History  of  the  Protestants 
in  France ;  the  events  are  important  in  themselves,  and  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  great  Revolutions  of  Europe ;  some 
of  the  boldest  or  most  amiable  characters  of  modem  times,  the 
Admiral  Coligny,  Henry  IV.,  &a,  would  be  your  peculiar 
heroes ;  the  materials  are  copious,  and  authentic,  and  accessible ; 
and  the  objects  appear  to  stand  at  that  just  distance  which 
excites  curiosity  without  inspiring  passion.  Excuse  the  free- 
dom, and  weigh  the  merits  (if  any)  of  this  proposal''^ 

As  I  have  had  very  little  access  to  see  any  of  Dr.  Bobertson's 
answers  to  the  letters  of  his  correspondents,  I  am  ignorant 
what  reply  he  made  to  this  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  as  well 
as  of  the  circumstances  that  induced  him  to  lay  aside  his 
plans  with  respect  to  the  History  of  England.  It  is  impossible, 
however,  not  to  feel  much  regret  that  he  did  not  carry  them 
into  execution.  In  spite  of  the  obstacles  which  Mr.  Gibbon 
mixtions,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  work  would  have 
been  an  important  accession  to  English  literature,  and,  in  all . 
probability,  from  the  interesting  nature  of  the  subject,  the  most 
popular  of  his  performances.  The  intrigues  of  the  difibrent 
ftctions  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  would  have  afforded 
an  ample  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  cool  and  discriminating 
judgment ;  the  campaigns  of  Marlborough  deserved  such  an 
historian,  while  the  literature  and  philosophy  of  that  memorable 
period  would  have  given  full  employment  to  those  critical 
powers  which  he  so  eminently  possessed,  and  of  which  he  has 
unfortunately  left  no  monument  behind  him.  The  slight 
sketches  of  this  kmd,  interspersed  with  the  narrative  of  Mr. 

>8eeNoleF. 
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Hume's  History^  have  always  been  favourite  passages  with 
readers  of  taste ;  and,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  judge  from 
Dr.  Bobertson's  conversation,  he  would  not,  in  this  species  of 
composition,  have  been  surpassed  by  any  of  his  contemporaries. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  other  work  that  he  projected  after 
this  period.  He  seems,  indeed,  soon  to  have  abandoned  all 
thoughts  of  writing  any  more  for  the  public,  and  to  have 
indulged  the  idea  of  prosecuting  his  studies  in  future  for  his 
private  amusement  His  circumstances  were  independent ;  he 
was  approaching  to  the  age  of  sixty,  with  a  constitution  con^ 
siderably  impaired  by  a  sedentary  life ;  and  a  long  application 
to  the  compositions  he  had  prepared  for  the  press,  had  interfered 
(it  is  presumable)  with  much  of  the  gratification  he  might  have 
enjoyed,  if  he  had  been  at  liberty  to  follow  the  impulse  of  his 
own  taste  and  curiosity.  Such  a  sacrifice  must  be  more  or  less 
made  by  all  who  devote  themselves  to  letters,  whether  with  a 
view  to  emolument  or  to  fiune ;  nor  would  it  perhaps  be  easy 
to  make  it,  were  it  not  for  the  prospect  (seldom,  alas  I  realized) 
of  earning  by  their  exertions  that  learned  and  honourable 
leisure  which  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  attain.  He  retired  from 
the  business  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts  about  the  same  time ; 
and,  for  seven  or  eight  years,  divided  the  hours  which  he  could 
spare  from  his  professional  duties  between  the  luxury  of  reading 
and  the  conversation  of  his  friends. 

The  activity  of  his  mind,  in  the  meantime,  continued  un- 
impaired ;  and  the  habits  of  study  he  had  so  long  been  ac- 
customed to,  gave  a  certain  scope  and  connexion  even  to  his 
historical  recreations.  To  one  of  these,  which,  from  its  accidental 
connexion  with  some  of  his  former  works,  engaged  his  attention 
more  closely  than  his  ordinary  pursuits,  the  public  is  indebted 
for  a  valuable  performance,  of  which  the  materials  seem  almost 
insensibly  to  have  swelled  to  a  volume,  long  after  his  most 
intimate  friends  imagined  that  he  had  renounced  all  thoughts  of 
the  presa  The  Disguiaiiion  concerning  Ancient  India,  which 
closed  his  historical  labours,  took  itsrise(a&he  himself  informs 
us)  ^  from  the  perusal  of  Major  Bennell's  Memoir  for  illustrat* 
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ing  his  map  of  Indostan.  This  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of 
examining  more  fully  than  he  had  done  in  the  introductory 
book  to  his  History  of  America^  into  the  knowledge  which  the 
Ancients  had  of  that  country,  and  of  considering  what  is  cer- 
tain, what  is  obscure,  and  what  is  fabulous  in  the  accounts  of 
it  which  they  have  handed  down  to  us."  ^^  In  undertaking  this 
inquiry,"  he  adds,  ^  he  had  originally  no  other  object  than  his 
own  amusement  and  instruction ;  but  in  carrying  it  on,  and 
consulting  with  care  the  authors  of  antiquity,  some  fiicts 
hitherto  unobserved,  and  many  which  had  not  been  examined 
with  proper  attention,  occurred ;  new  views  opened ;  his  ideas 
gradually  extended,  and  became  more  interesting,  till  at  length 
he  imagined  that  the  result  of  his  researches  might  prove 
amusing  and  instructive  to  others." 

Such  is  the  account  given  by  himself  of  the  origin  and  pro- 
gress of  a  disquisition  begun  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age, 
and  in  twelve  months  brought  to  a  conclusion;  exhibiting, 
nevertheless,  in  eveiy  part,  a  diligence  in  research,  a  soundness 
of  judgment,  and  a  perspicuity  of  method,  not  inferior  to  those 
which  distinguish  his  other  performances.  From  the  nature  of 
the  subject  it  was  impossible  to  render  it  equally  amusing  to 
ordinary  readers,  or  to  bestow  on  his  language  the  same  splen- 
dour and  variety ;  but  the  style  possesses  all  the  characteristical 
beauties  of  his  former  compositions,  as  far  as  they  could  with 
propriety  be  introduced  into  a  discourse,  of  which  the  general 
design  excluded  every  superfluous  and  ambitious  ornament. 
The  observations  in  the  Appendix  upon  the  character,  the 
manners,  and  the  institutions  of  the  people  of  India,  present  a 
valuable  outline  of  all  the  most  important  information  concern- 
ing them,  which  was  then  accessible  to  the  philosophers  of 
Europe,  and  if  they  have  already  lost  part  of  their  interest  in 
consequence  of  the  astonishing  discoveries  which  have  been 
since  brought  to  light  in  Asia,  by  a  fortunate  and  unexampled 
combination  of  genius,  learning,  and  official  rank,  in  a  few  in- 
dividuals whose  names  do  honour  to  this  country,  they  at  least 
evince  that  ardent  and  enlightened  curiosity  which  animated 
the  anthoi^s  inquiries  in  his  most  advanced  years,  and  afford  a 
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proof  that  his  mind  kept  pace  to  the  last,  with  the  progress  of 
historical  knowledge. 

In  these  observations  too,  we  may  occasionally  trace  the  in- 
fluence of  still  higher  motives,  to  which  he  has  himself  alluded, 
with  an  affecting  solemnity,  in  the  last  sentences  which  he 
addressed  to  the  public.  ^^  If  I  had  aimed,"  says  he,  ^^  at 
nothing  else  than  to  describe  the  civil  polity,  the  arts,  the 
sciences,  and  religious  institutions,  of  one  of  the  most  ancient 
and  most  numerous  races  of  men,  that  alone  would  have  led 
me  into  inquiries  and  discussions  both  curious  and  instructive. 
I  own,  however,  that  I  have  all  along  kept  in  view  an  object 
more  interesting,  as  weU  as  of  greater  importance ;  and  enter- 
tain hopes,  that  if  the  account  which  I  have  given  of  the  early 
and  high  civilisation  of  India,  and  of  the  wonderful  progress  of 
its  inhabitants  in  elegant  arts  and  useful  science,  shall  be 
received  as  just  and  well  established,  it  may  have  some  influence 
upon  the  behaviour  of  Europeans  towards  that  people.  It  was 
by  an  impartial  and  candid  inquiry  into  their  manners,  that 
the  Emperor  Akber  was  led  to  consider  the  Hindoos  as  no  less 
entitled  to  protection  and  favour  than  his  other  subjects,  and 
to  govern  them  with  such  equity  and  mildness  as  to  merit 
from  a  grateful  people  the  honourable  appellation  of  ^  The 
Guardian  of  Mankind.'  If  I  might  presume  to  hope,  that  the 
description  I  have  given  of  the  manners  and  institutions  of  the 
people  of  India  could  contribute  in  the  smallest  degree,  and 
with  the  most  remote  influence,  to  render  their  character  more 
respectable,  and  their  condition  more  happy,  I  should  close  my 
literary  labours  with  the  satisfaction  ei  thinking  that  I  have 
not  lived  or  written  in  vain**^^ 

In  concluding  this  general  review  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  publi- 
cations, our  attention  is  naturally  led,  in  the  first  place,  to  the 
extent  and  variety  of  his  historical  researches.  In  this  respect 
he  has  certainly  not  been  surpassed  by  any  writer  of  the  present 
times,  nor  would  it  perhaps  be  easy  to  name  another,  who  has 
united  to  so  luminous  an  arrangement  of  his  materials,  and 

^  See  Note  G. 
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sach  masterly  skill  in  adorning  them,  an  equal  degree  of  indus- 
try and  exactness  in  tracing  them  to  their  original  sources. 
After  a  minute  examination  of  the  most  disputed  passages  of 
his  first  performance,  a  late  author^  has  ventured  to  pronounce 
him  ^^  the  most  faithful  of  historians,''  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  this  honourable  appellation  will  be  sanctioned  by  those 
who  shall  examine  his  other  works  with  the  same  acuteness, 
accuracy,  and  candour. 

In  the  art  of  narration  too,  which,  next  to  correctness  in  the 
statement  of  £EUstfi^  is  the  most  essential  qualification  of  an  his- 
torian, Dr.  Bobertson's  skill  is  pre-eminent ;  perhaps  I  might 
venture  to  say,  that  in  this  art  his  chief  and  chaiacteristical 
excellence  as  an  historian  consists.  I  do  not,  at  present,  allude 
merely  to  the  richness  of  colouring  with  which  he  occasionally 
arrests  the  attention,  but  to  the  distinctness,  perspicuity,  and 
fulness,  with  which  he  uniformly  communicates  historical  in- 
formation, carefully  avoiding  every  reference  to  whatever  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  subject  his  reader  may  accidentally 
possess.  In  this  distinctness  and  perspicuity,  so  conspicuous  in 
the  great  models  of  antiquity,  some  modem  writers  of  unques- 
tionable talents  have  failed  to  a  degree  which  renders  all  thdr 
other  merits  of  little  value ; — a  fiedlure  more  particularly  ob- 
servable, since  it  became  fiushionable,  after  the  example  of 
Voltaire,  to  connect  with  the  view  of  political  transactions,  an 
examination  of  their  effects  on  the  manners  and  condition  of 
mankind,  and  to  blend  the  lights  of  philosophy  with  the  appro- 
priate beauties  of  historical  composition.  In  consequence  of 
this  innovation,  while  the  province  of  the  historian  has  been 
enlarged  and  dignified,  the  difficulty  of  his  task  has  increased 
in  the  same  proportion,  reduced,  as  he  must  frequently  be  to 
the  alternative,  either  of  interrupting  unseasonably  the  chain 
of  events,  or  by  interweaving  disquisition  and  narrative  to- 
gether, of  sacrificing  clearness  to  brevity.  By  few  writers  of 
the  present  age  has  this  combination  of  philosophy  with  history 
been  more  frequently  attempted  than  by  Dr.  Bobertson ;  and 
by  none  have  the  inconveniences  which  it  threatens  been  more 

^Mr.  Laing. 
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successfully  avoided.  In  the  former  respect  bis  merit  is  great, 
but  in  the  latter,  be  may  be  safely  proposed  as  a  pattern  for 
imitation. 

Nor  does  the  beauty  of  his  narrative  consist  only  in  the 
luminous  distinctness,  and  picturesque  selection  of  his  details. 
In  a  passage  formerly  quoted  from  one  of  Mr.  Walpole's  letters, 
it  is  mentioned,  among  the  other  recommendations  of  the 
History  of  Scotland^  that,  ^  although  composed  of  pieces  of 
information,  each  of  which  would  make  a  separate  memoir,  yet 
the  whole  is  hurried  on  into  one  uninterrupted  story.**  The 
remark  is  just,  and  it  points  at  an  excellence  of  the  highest 
order,  conspicuous  in  all  Dr.  Bobertson's  publications, — the 
continuity  which  unites  together  the  different  parts  of  his 
subject,  in  consequence  of  the  address  and  felicity  displayed  in 
his  transitions.  It  is  this  last  circumstance  which  bestows  on 
his  works  that  unceasing  interest  which  constitutes  one  of  the 
principal  charms  in  tales  of  fiction ;  an  interest  easy  to  sup- 
port in  relating  a  series  of  imaginary  adventures,  but  which, 
in  historical  composition,  evinces,  more  than  anything  else,  the 
hand  of  a  master. 

The  attainment  of  these  different  perfections  was  undoubtedly 
much  facilitated  by  the  plan  which  he  adopted,  of  throwing 
into  the  form  of  Notes  and  Illustrations,  whatever  critical  or 
scientific  discussions  appeared  to  him  to  interfere  with  the 
peculiar  province  of  history.  In  one  of  the  last  conversations 
I  had  with  him,  he  mentioned  this  as  an  improvement  of  con- 
siderable importance  in  historical  writing ;  and  his  final  judg- 
ment on  the  subject  will  be  allowed  to  have  great  weight  in 
favour  of  that  mode  of  arrangement  which  he  adopted.  On 
this  point,  I  know,  there  is  a  wide  diversity  of  opinion :  nor  do 
I  think  myself  entitied  to  pronounce  with  confidence  upon 
either  side,  where  the  best  judges  have  hesitated  in  their 
decision.  Our  late  excellent  colleague  Mr.  Smith,  carried  to 
such  a  length  his  partiality  to  the  ancient  forms  of  classical 
composition,  that  he  considered  every  species  of  note  as  a 
blemish  or  imperfection ;  indicating,  either  an  idle  accumula* 
tion  of  superfluous  particulars,  or  a  want  of  skill  and  oompre- 
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hension  in  the  general  design.  Dr.  Douglas,  too,  the  present 
Bishop  of  Salisbary,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Bobertiaon  on 
occasion  of  his  American  History,  appears  dissatisfied  with  the 
local  separation  of  the  notes  from  the  text ;  without,  however, 
disputing  the  general  principle  on  which  the  arrangement  of 
his  materials  proceeds.  ^^  I  think,''  says  he,  '^  that  your  Notes 
and  Illustrations  very  frequently  contain  matter  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  strengthening  the  arguments  and  conclusions 
you  adopt  in  the  body  of  the  book ;  and  they  are  so  widely 
separated  by  the  mode  of  your  publication,  that  the  reader 
cannot  see,  at  one  view,  the  great  merit  of  your  work.  Mr. 
Gibbon  adopted  this  method,  in  imitation  of  your  Charles  F. ; 
but  I  believe  he  has  found  the  wishes  of  the  public  in  &vour 
of  another  arrangement ;  for  I  understand,  in  a  new  edition  of 
his  History  which  we  are  soon  to  have,  the  Notes  and  Illustra- 
tions are  to  be  put  at  the  bottom  of  tJie  pages  to  which  they 
refer. — I  know  you  will  excuse  this  liberty ;  and  very  probably, 
as  you  have  considered  the  matter  more  accurately  than  such 
readers  as  I  am,  you  can  give  very  substantial  reasons  for  pre- 
ferring the  plan  of  throwing  the  Notes  and  Illustrations  to  the 
end  of  the  volume." 

On  a  question  of  this  sort,  the  suggestions  of  so  learned  and 
judicious  a  critic  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to  peculiar  deference : 
but  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  doubts  whether  he  has 
added  to  their  weight,  by  appealing  to  the  arrangement  of  Mr. 
GKbbon,  which,  in  this  instance,  has  always  appeared  to  me 
to  be  inconvenient  in  the  extrema  In  no  species  of  writing  is 
it  agreeable  to  have  the  attention  so  frequently  withdrawn  from 
the  text ;  but  in  historical  writing  it  is  impossible  to  devise  a 
more  effectual  expedient  for  counteracting  the  effects  of  the 
authoi^s  arb  The  curious  research  and  the  epigrammatic  wit 
so  often  displayed  in  Mr.  Gfibbon's  Notes,  and  which  sometimes 
render  them  more  amusing  than  even  the  eloquent  narrative 
which  they  are  meant  to  illustrate,  serve  only  to  add  to  the 
embarrassment  occasioned  by  this  unfortunate  distribution  of 
his  materials.  He  seems,  indeed,  from  a  letter  published  in  his 
Posthumous  Works^  to  have  been  fully  satisfied,  after  a  trial  of 


OF  WILLIAM  BOBEBT8ON9  D.D.  171 

both  plans,  that  the  preference  was  due  to  that  which,  after 
Dr.  Bobertson's  example,  he  had  originally  pursued.  ^'  I  cannot 
be  displeased/'  he  observes,  ^^  with  the  two  numerous  and  cor- 
rect impressions  which  have  been  published  for  the  use  of  the 
Continent  at  Basil  in  Switzerland.  Of  their  fourteen  octavo 
volumes,  the  two  last  include  the  whole  body  of  the  notes. 
The  public  importunity  had  forced  me  to  remove  them  from 
the  end  of  the  volume  to  the  bottom  of  the  page  ;  but  I  have 
often  repented  of  my  compliance."^ 

It  is  remarkable  that  no  alternative  should  have  occurred  to 
Mr.  Gibbon  between  placing  all  his  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  or  collecting  them  all  in  the  form  of  an  Appendix.  In 
the  first  edition  of  his  first  volume,  he  followed  Dr.  Eobertson 
implicitly  in  adopting  the  latter  method ;  which,  although  by 
far  the  more  unexceptionable  of  the  two,  might  be  obviously 
improved  by  some  limitations.  Mr.  Hume,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Strahan,  objects  to  it  strongly.  '^  One  is  plagued  with  Gibbon's 
notes,  according  to  the  present  method  of  printing  the  book. 
When  a  note  is  announced,  you  turn  to  the  end  of  the  volume, 
and  there  you  often  find  nothing  but  a  reference  to  an  authority. 
All  these  authorities  ought  only  to  be  printed  at  the  margin  or 
the  bottom  of  the  page."* 

What  Mr.  Hume  here  remarks  concerning  references  to 
authorities,  may  be  extended  to  those  short  explanatory  sen- 
tences, which,  being  intended  to  fiBM»litate  the  reader's  progress, 
should  unquestionably  be  brought  under  his  eye  at  the  same 
time  with  the  passage  they  are  intended  to  elucidate.  Dr. 
Bobertson,  as  well  as  Mr.  Gibbon,  seems  to  have  overlooked 
this  distinction  between  explanatoiy  hints,  and  notes  intended 
for  the  gratification  of  the  curious ;  and  hence  have  arisen  (at 
least  in  part)  those  inconveniences  in  the  technical  arrange- 
ment of  his  volumes,  of  which  Dr.  Douglas  was  led  to 
complain. 

A  still  more  important  blemish,  however,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, than  what  this  respectable  correspondent  has  specified, 
is  sometimes  the  real  source  of  the  imperfection  he  has  re- 

^  Yd.  I.  p.  178.  *  Gibbon's  BMthumoui  WctU,  Vol.  L  p.  500. 
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marked ;  I  mean  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  matter 
which  is  parcelled  out  among  the  notes,  ought  to  have  been 
incorporated  with  the  text  Where  a  writer  finds  it  necessary 
to  enter  into  speculation  and  discussion,  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ment should  undoubtedly  be  stated  at  once,  and  not  broken 
down  into  fragments,  which  the  reader  is  to  collect  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  book.  In  those  dissertations,  therefore,  which 
form  so  considerable  a  part  both  of  the  History  of  Charles  V. 
and  otAmericOj  it  would  perhaps  have  been  better  if  the  author 
had  adhered  less  closely  to  the  plan  which  he  has  so  judiciously 
adopted  in  his  historical  narrative.  The  arguments  which  re- 
commend it  in  the  latter  species  of  composition,  it  is  sufficiently 
evident,  do  not  apply  to  it  when  introduced  into  the  former. 

After  all,  whoever  attempts  to  instruct  the  world  by  any 
literary  undertaking,  whether  historical  or  speculative,  will  find 
it  necessary,  for  the  complete  satisfiiction  of  accurate  inquirers, 
to  engage  in  occasional  discussions  which  could  not  be  intro* 
duced  into  the  body  of  the  work,  without  digressions  inconsistent 
with  a  simple  and  distinct  arrangement ;  nor  compressed  into 
notes  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  without  stopping  the  reader's 
progress  and  misleading  his  attention.  No  writer  has  been 
more  completely  aware  of  this  than  Mr.  Hume,  who,  in  all  his 
publications,  both  historical  and  philosophical,  has  distinguished 
carefully  those  incidental  suggestions  which  are  necessaiy  to 
prevent  any  hesitation  about  the  text  from  the  critical  disqui- 
sitions useful  for  satisfying  men  of  curious  research,  or  for 
obviating  the  doubts  of  more  refined  speculation.  Dr.  Bobert- 
son's  subjects,  in  all  his  Histories  excepting  that  of  Scotland, 
engaged  him  in  inquiries  more  open  to  controversy,  and  in 
arguments  resting  upon  information  less  accessible  to  ordinary 
readers,  than  those  of  Mr.  Hume.  His  proofs  and  illustrations, 
accordingly,  bear  a  far  greater  proportion  to  the  size  of  his 
volumes ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  if  examined  with 
proper  attention,  the  arrangement  of  them  will  be  found  (with 
a  few  exceptions)  to  reflect  no  less  honour  on  his  taste  and 
discernment. 

The  stress  which  Dr.  Bobertson  himself  laid  on  this  pecu- 
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liaaity  iD  his  mode  of  composition^  added  to  the  indecision  of 
Mr.  Gibbon  with  respect  to  its  propriety,  will,  I  hope,  apologize 
sufficiently  for  the  minuteness  with  which  some  of  the  foregoing 
particulars  are  stated. — The  general  question  concerning  the 
expediency  of  imitating  the  Andents,  in  limiting  an  author's 
intercourse  with  his  readers,  to  what  is  conveyed  in  the  text, 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  admit  of  discussion.  Considered  as 
sources  of  authentic  and  of  accurate  information,  the  value  of 
the  classics  is  infinitely  diminished  by  this  very  circumstance  ; 
and  few,  I  believe,  have  studied  Mr.  Smith's  works,  (particularly 
his  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Causes  of  {he  Wealth  of 
Nations^  without  regretting,  on  some  occasions,  the  omission  of 
his  authorities ;  and,  on  others,  the  digressions  into  which  he 
has  been  led,  by  conforming  so  scrupulously  to  the  example 
of  antiquity. 

Of  Dr.  Bobertson's  merits  as  an  historian,  so  far  as  they  are 
connected  with  the  genius  of  the  language  in  which  he  wrote, 
it  does  not  become  a  native  of  this  part  of  the  island  to  express 
a  decided  opinion.  And,  accordingly,  in  the  few  remarks 
which  I  am  to  hazard  on  that  subject,  although  I  shall  state 
my  own  judgment  with  freedom,  I  would  be  understood  to 
write  with  all  possible  diffidence. 

The  general  strain  of  his  composition  is  flowing,  equal,  and 
majestic  ;  harmonious  beyond  that  of  most  English  writers^  yet 
seldom  deviating,  in  quest  of  harmony,  into  inversion,  redun- 
dancy, or  affectation.  If,  in  some  passages,  it  may  be  thought 
that  the  effect  might  have  been  heightened  by  somewhat  more 
of  variety  in  the  structure  and  cadence  of  his  periods,  it  must 
be  recollected  that  this  criticism  involves  an  encomium  on  the 
beauty  of  his  siyle ;  for  it  is  only  where  the  ear  is  habitually 
gratified,  that  the  rhythm  of  composition  becomes  an  object  of 
the  reader's  attention. 

In  comparing  his  turn  of  expression  with  that  of  the  classical 
writers  of  England,  a  difference  may,  I  think,  be  perceived ; 
originating  in  the  provincial  situation  of  the  country  where  he 
received  his  education  and  spent  his  life ;  and,  if  I  am  not 
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much  mistaken,  the  same  obBervation  may  be  extended,  in  a 
greater  or  less  d^ee,  to  most  of  our  contemporaries  nrho  have 
labonred  under  similar  disadvantages.  I  do  not  allude,  at 
present,  to  what  are  oonmionly  called  Scotticisms;  for  from 
these  Dr.  Robertson's  works  have  been  allowed,  by  the  most 
competent  judges,  to  be  remarkably  free ;  but  to  an  occasional 
substitution  of  general  or  of  circuitous  modes  of  expression,  in- 
stead of  the  simple  and  specific  English  phrase.  An  author  who 
lives  at  a  distance  from  the  acknowledged  standard  of  el^ance, 
writes  in  a  dialect  different  from  that  in  which  he  is  accustomed 
to  speak ;  and  is  naturally  led  to  evade,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
hazardous  use  of  idiomatical  phrases,  by  the  employment  of  such 
as  accord  with  the  general  analogy  of  the  language.  Hence  in  all 
the  lighter  and  more  familiar  kinds  of  writing,  the  risk  of  sacri- 
ficing ease  and  vivacity,  and  what  Dr.  Johnson  calls  genuine 
Anglicism^  in  order  to  secure  correctness  and  purity ;  and 
hence  the  difficulties  with  which  those  of  our  countrymen  have 
had  to  struggle,  who  have  aimed  at  the  fimlom  of  the  epistolary 
style,  or  who  have  attempted  to  catch  the  shadowy  and  fleeting 
forms  of  comic  dialogue.  The  peculiarity  in  the  manner  of 
livy,  censured  by  Asinius  Pollio,  was  probably  of  a  similar 
description ;  arising  less  from  an  admixture  of  Paduan  idioms 
than  frt)m  the  absence  of  such  as  marked  the  dialect  of  jSome. 
'^  In  Tito  Livio,**  says  Quintilian,  ^  mirsd  fiEicundisB  viro,  putat 
inesse  Pollio  Asinius  quandam  Patavinitatem.  Quare,  si  fieri 
potest,  et  verba  omnia,  et  vox,  hujus  alumnum  Urbis  oleant ; 
ut  oratio  Bomana  pland  videatur,  non  dvitate  donata."' 

If,  however,  in  these  and  a  few  other  respects,  important 
advantages  are  possessed  by  those  whose  standard  of  propriety 
is  always  before  them  in  their  ordinary  habits  of  conversation 
and  of  business,  it  must  perhaps  be  granted,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  an  ear  thus  femiliarized  from  in&ncy  to  phrases  which  it 
has  been  accustomed  to  retain,  without  any  selection  or  any 
reference  to  general  principles,  can  scarcely  &il  to  have  some 

^  "  If  Addiion^B  language  had  been  lesa  idiomatical,  it  would  haye  lost  aometliing 
of  its  genuine  Anglicism." — lAvu  of  the  BoeU, 
*  IwiUiUianiU,  L.  Vm.  c.  i 
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effect  in  blunting  an  author's  discrimination  between  the  esta- 
blished modes  of  classical  expression  and  the  accidental  jargon 
of  the  day.  Illustrations  of  this  remark  might  be  easily  col- 
lected from  writers  of  the  highest  and  most  deserved  reputation, 
more  particularly  from  some  who  have  cultivated,  with  the 
greatest  success,  the  appropriate  graces  of  the  English  tongue. 
Even  the  works  of  Dr.  Middleton,  which  have  been  often 
recommended  to  Scotchmen  as  the  safest  models  for  their 
imitation,  abound  with  instances  of  colloquial  language,  sanc- 
tioned probably  by  the  authority  of  the  fiEishionable  speakers 
of  his  time,  but  which,  I  should  suppose,  would  now  be  consi- 
dered as  vulgarisms  by  such  of  his  countrymen  as  have  formed 
their  taste  on  the  compositions  either  of  an  earlier  or  of  a  later 
period. 

In  guarding  against  these,  temporary  modes  of  speech,  the 
provincial  residence  of  a  Scotchman  may  sometimes  have  its 
use,  by  teaching  him  to  distrust  his  ear  as  an  arbiter  of  ele- 
gance, and  to  appeal  on  every  questionable  point  to  the  practice 
of  those  whose  established  reputation  gives  the  stamp  of  pro- 
priety to  the  phraseology  they  have  employed.  If  his  com- 
position be  deficient  in  ease,  it  may  be  expected  not  to  &11 
under  the  ordinary  standard  in  point  of  purity ;  nay,  it  is  not 
impossible,  that  in  his  solicitude  to  avoid  idiomatical  phrases, 
he  may  be  occasionally  led  to  animate  and  to  ennoble  his  dic- 
tion ;  or,  by  uncommon  and  fortunate  combinations  of  words,  to 
give  to  familiar  ideas  the  charm  of  novelty. 

The  species  of  composition  to  which  Dr.  Bobertson  directed 
his  studies,  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  his  local  situation,  by 
affording  him  an  opportunity  of  displaying  all  the  talents  he 
possessed,  without  imposing  on  him  a  trial  of  his  powers  in 
those  kinds  of  writing  where  a  Scotchman  is  most  likely  to  fail. 
In  delineating  the  characters  of  princes,  statesmen,  and  warriors, 
or  in  recording  events  that  have  happened  on  the  great  theatre 
of  public  affairs,  a  certain  elevation  of  language  is  naturally 
inspired  by  the  magnitude  of  the  subject.  The  engaging 
and  pathetic  details  of  domestic  life  vanish  before  the  eye 
which  contemplates  the  fortunes  of  nations,  and  the  revolutions 
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of  empire ;  and  there  is  eyen  a  grayity  of  manner,  exdasive  of 
eyerything  familiar  or  flippant^  which  accords  with  onr  idea  of 
him  who  sits  in  judgment  on  the  generations  that  are  past.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  qnestioned  by  some,  whether  Dr.  Bobertson 
has  not  carried  to  an  extreme  his  idea  of  what  he  has  himself 
called  the  dignity  of  history  ;  bnt^  whateyer  opinion  we  form 
on  this  point,  it  cannot  be  disputed,  that  his  plan  of  separating 
the  materials  of  historical  composition  from  those  which  &11 
under  the  proyinces  of  the  antiquary,  and  of  the  writer  of 
memoirs,  was  on  the  whole  happily  conceiyed,  and  that  one 
great  charm  of  his  works  arises  from  the  taste  and  judgment 
with  which  he  has  carried  it  into  execution.  Nor  has  he  suf- 
fered this  scrupulous  regard  to  the  unity  of  historical  style  to 
exclude  that  yariety  which  was  necessary  for  keeping  aliye  the 
reader's  attention.  Wheneyer  h^B  subject  admits  of  being  en- 
riched or  adorned  by  political  or  philosophical  disquisition,  by 
picturesque  description,  or  by  the  interesting  details  of  a  ro- 
mantic episode,  he  scruples  not  to  try  his  strength  with  those 
who  haye  excelled  the  most  in  these  different  departments  of 
literature;  uniformly,  howeyer,  ayoiding  to  mingle  in  the 
humble  scenes  of  ordinary  life,  or  to  meet  his  riyals  on  any 
ground  where  he  did  not  feel  himself  completely  their  equal. 

To  this  systematical  selection  of  the  more  regular  and  analo- 
gical forms  of  construction,  is  to  be  ascribed,  in  a  considerable 
d^ree,  his  popularity  among  foreigners,  who  unite  in  esteeming 
him  not  only  as  one  of  the  most  eloquent^  but  as  one  of  the 
most  intelligible  of  our  writer&  And,  it  is  presumable,  that 
the  same  circumstance  will  secure  in  his  fayour  the  suffrages  of 
posterity,  when  the  passing  idioms  generated  by  the  capricious 
modes  of  our  own  times,  shall  be  antiquated  or  forgotten.^ 

I  haye  only  to  add,  that  some  of  the  foregoing  obseryations 
apply  more  strongly  to  Dr.  Bobertson's  earlier  than  to  his  later 
publications.  In  the  History  of  Cfkarlea  F.,  and  stQl  more  in 
that  of  America^  he  yentures  on  expressions  which  he  would 
not  haye  hazarded  before  the  establishment  of  his  literary 
name ;  and  accordingly,  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  in  oonse- 

«  See  Note  H. 
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quence  of  this  circumstance^  he  did  not  lose  in  purity  of  diction 
what  he  gained  in  ease  and  freedom.  Perhaps,  on  the  whole, 
it  will  be  found,  that  of  all  his  performances  Charles  V.  is 
that  which  unites  the  various  requisites  of  good  writing  in  the 
greatest  degree.  The  style  is  more  natural  and  flowing  than 
that  of  the  History  of  Scotland;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
idiomatical  phrases  are  introduced  with  so  sparing  and  timid  a 
hand,  that  it  is  easy  to  perceive  the  author's  attention  to 
correctness  was  not  sensibly  diminished.  In  the  History  of 
America^  although  it  contains  many  passages  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  anything  else  in  his  writings,  the  composition  does 
not  seem  to  me  to  be  so  uniformly  polished  as  that  of  his  former 
works,  nor  does  it  always  possess,  in  the  same  degree,  the 
recommendations  of  conciseness  and  simplicity.^ 

^  See  Nete  L 
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SECTION  V. 

BEYIEW  OF  THE  MORE  ACTIVE  OOCITPATIOKS  OF  DB.  BOBEBTSON's 
LIFE— CONCLUSION  OF  THE  NABBATIVE — SKETCH  OF  Hlff  CHA- 
BACTEB. 

In  reviewing  the  History  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  Life,  our  atten- 
tion has  hitherto  been  confined  to  those  pursuits  wUch  formed 
the  habitual  occupation  of  his  mind,  and  which  have  left 
behind  them  unperishable  monument&  His  life,  however,  was 
not  devoted  wholly  to  the  cultivation  of  letters.  His  talents 
fitted  him  in  an  eminent  degree  for  the  business  of  the  world ; 
and  the  station  in  which  Providence  placed  him  opened  to  him 
a  field,  which,  however  unequal  to  his  ambition  or  to  his  genius, 
afforded  him  the  means  of  evincing  what  he  might  have  accom- 
plished, if  his  sphere  of  exertion  had  been  more  extensive  and 
brilliant 

Among  the  active  scenes  in  which  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
engage,  the  most  conspicuous  was  presented  to  him  by  the 
Supreme  Ecclesiastical  Court  in  Scotland.  Of  the  constitution 
of  this  Court,  accordingly,  which  differs  in  some  remarkable 
particulars  from  the  clerical  convocations  in  other  Christian 
countries,  a  general  outline  is  necessary,  in  order  to  convey  a 
just  idea  of  the  abilities  which  secured  to  him,  for  a  long 
course  of  years,  an  unrivalled  influence  in  guiding  its  deli- 
berations.^ 

^  For  the  nuiterials  both  of  thif  oat-  up  (ftt  the  reqaett  of  Dr.  fiobeitwm'B 

line  and  of  the  inbeeqnent  yiew  of  Dr.  son)  hj  ih»  Bey.  Qeorge  Hill,  DJD., 

Bobertson*8    syitem   of   eodenaitical  Prindpal  of  8t  Mary's  College  in  the 

poliqy,  I  am  indebted  to  a  paper  drawn  UniTenily  of  St  Andrews ;  a  gentle- 
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^'  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  is  com- 
posed of  representatives  from  the  presbyteries, — from  the  royal 
boroughs, — from  the  four  universities, — and  from  the  Scots 
Church  of  Campvere  in  Holland.  The  presbyteries  send  two 
hundred  and  ninety  members,  of  whom  two  hundred  and  one 
are  ministers,  and  eighty-nine  lay-elders ;  the  royal  boroughs 
send  sixty-seven  members,  all  of  whom  are  \a,jmen ;  the  uni- 
versities send  five  members,  who  may  be  either  laymen,  or 
ministers  holding  an  office  in  the  university ;  and  the  Church 
of  Campvere  sends  two  members,  one  minister  and  one  lay- 
elder.  The  whole  number  is  three  hundred  and  sixty-four,  of 
whom  two  hundred  and  two  are  ministers,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  laymen ;  including  in  the  latter  class  the  members 
from  the  universities.  The  annual  sittings  of  the  Assembly 
continue  only  for  ten  days;  but  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  (called  the  Commission)  has  four  stated  meetings  in 
the  year,  for  the  despatch  of  whatever  business  the  General 
Assembly  has  been  unable  to  overtake.^ 

'^  In  subordination  to  this  Supreme  Court,  there  is  a  series  of 
inferior  judicatories,  rising,  one  above  another,  in  authority. — 
The  lowest  of  these  is  the  Kirh-Seasiona^  or  Parochial  Con- 
sistories, composed  of  the  ministers,  together  with  the  lay- 
elders  of  their  respective  parishes.     The  ministers  of  a  number 


man  intimately  connected  with  Dr. 
Roberteon  by  friendahip,  and  highly 
respected  by  him  for  tiie  talents  and 
eloqnence  which  he  has  for  many  years 
displayed  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Coarts. 
In  general,  I  have  transcribed  Dr.  Hill's 
words,  taking  the  liberty  occasionally 
to  make  snch  slight  alterations  on  the 
language  as  were  necessary  for  pre- 
serving some  degree  of  uniformity  in 
the  style  of  my  narrative ;  and  a  few 
retrenchments,  which  the  plan  of  this 
Memoir  rendered  nnavoidable.  That 
the  public,  however,  may  not  lose  any 
part  of  so  Taluable  a  communica- 
tion, I  have  inserted  in  the  Appen- 


dil  the  paragraphs    which    are  here 
omitted. 

As  Dr.  Hiirs  paper  was  submitted  to 
the  examination,  and  received  the  un- 
qualified approbation  of  three  of  Dr. 
Bobertson's  most  confidential  fiiends,* 
it  may  be  regarded  as  an  authentic 
statement  of  his  general  principles  of 
Church  government.  For  the  sake  of 
connexion,  I  have  adopted  into  this 
Section  such  parts  of  it  as  seemed  to 
me  to  be  necessary  for  completing  the 
history  of  his  life ;  abstaining,  however, 
scrupulously  from  hazarding  any  ideas 
of  my  own,  on  the  subject  to  which  it 
relates.  ^  See  Note  K. 


•  Dn.  Blair,  Gsrljle,  and  Oriert. 
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of  contiguous  parishes,  together  with  certain  representatives 
from  the  Kirk-Sessions^  form  a  Presbytery ;  and  a  plurality 
of  presbyteries  (differing  in  number  according  to  accidental 
circumstances)  form  a  provincial  Synod. 

^^  While  the  constitution  of  the  Scottish  Church  admits  of  no 
superiority  of  one  minister  above  another,  it  requires  from  all 
its  individual  members,  and  from  all  its  inferior  judicatories, 
strict  obedience  to  those  who  are  placed  in  authority  over  them. 
Every  court  is  bound  to  lay  the  record  of  all  its  proceedings, 
from  time  to  time,  before  the  tribunal  which  is  its  immediate 
superior;  any  part  of  its  proceeding  may  be  brought,  by 
appeal  or  complaint,  under  the  review  of  a  higher  jurisdiction ; 
and  eveiy  minister,  when  he  receives  orders,  comes  under  a 
solemn  engagement,  'to  assert,  maintain,  and  defend  the 
doctrines,  discipline,  and  government  of  the  Church;  and 
never  to  attempt  anything,  directly  or  indirectly,  which  may 
tend  to  its  subversion  or  prejudice/ 

'^  In  consequence  of  this  subordination  of  judicatories,  the 
General  Assembly  determines,  as  the  Court  of  last  resort,  all 
the  causes  brought  under  its  review,  and  has  the  power  of 
enforcing,  without  control,  obedience  to  its  decrees.  It  possesses 
also  extensive  legislative  powers,  as  it  may,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  a  majority  of  presbyteries,  enact  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  whole  Church* 

^  By  the  Act  of  1592,  which  gave  a  legal  establishment  to 
the  form  of  Church  government  now  delineated,  the  Patron  of  a 
vacant  parish  was  entitled  to  present  to  the  presbytery  a  person 
properly  qualified :  and  the  presbytery  were  required,  after  sub- 
jecting the  presentee  to  certain  trials  and  examinations,  of 
which  they  were  constituted  the  judges^  '  to  ordain  and  settle 
him  as  minister  of  the  parish,  provided  no  relevant  objection 
should  be  stated  to  his  life,  doctrine,  and  qualifications/  This 
right  of  presentation,  however,  although  conferred  by  the  fun- 
damental charter  of  Presbyterian  government  in  Scotland,  was 
early  complained  of  as  a  grievance ;  and  accordingly  it  was 
abolished  by  an  act  passed  under  the  Usurpation.  At  the 
fiestoration  it  was  again  recovered,  but  it  was  retained  only  for 
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a  few  years ;  the  Bevolution  having  introdaced  a  Dew  eyBtem, 
which  vested  the  right  of  election  in  the  Heritors,  Elders,  and 
Heads  of  families  in  the  parish.  The  10th  of  Qaeen  Anne  at 
last  restored  the  rights  of  Patrons ;  but  the  exercise  of  these 
rights  was  found  to  be  so  extremely  unpopular,  that  ministers 
were  generally  settled,  till  after  the  year  1730,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Act  of  King  William. 

^'  During  this  long  period,  an  aversion  to  the  law  of  patronage 
took  deep  root  in  the  minds  of  the  people ;  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times  were  such  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  for 
the  Church  Courts  to  contend  with  a  prejudice  so  inveterate 
and  universal. 

'^  When  the  Presbyterian  establisment  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the 
policy  introduced  at  the  Bestoration,  the  ministers  who  refused 
to  conform  to  Prelacy  were  ejected  irom  their  churches,  and 
underwent  a  severe  persecution.  The  firmness  which  they  dis- 
played on  this  occasion  exhibits  a  strength  of  character  which 
has  never  been  surpassed ;  but  their  situation,  while  deprived 
of  the  countenance  of  law,  and  left  entirely  to  the  guidance  of 
private  conscience,  was  necessarily  such  as  to  inspire  independ- 
ent principles  inconsistent  with  regular  subordination  and  dis- 
cipline ;  and,  accordingly,  at  the  Bevolution,  when  the  Presby- 
terian government  was  re-established,  and  many  of  the  ejected 
ministers  restored  to  their  pulpits,  they  brought  along  with 
them  into  the  Church  a  spirit  scarcely  compatible  with  the  con- 
nexion in  which  it  stood  with  the  paramount  authority  of  the 
state.  Their  successors,  trained  in  the  same  sentiments,  saw 
the  right  of  patronage  revived  in  times  which  they  regarded 
with  a  jealous  eye  ;  and  without  allowing  themselves  to  weigh 
the  expediency  of  that  mode  of  settlement,  they  considered  it 
as  an  appendage  of  Episcopacy,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
good  Presbyterian  to  oppose.  While  the  people  therefore  re- 
sisted with  violence  the  first  attempt  which  was  made  about  the 
year  1730  to  exercise  this  right,  the  Church  Courts,  although 
they  could  not  entirely  disregard  the  law,  contrived,  in  -many 
instances,  to  render  it  ineffectual,  and  sanctioned  by  their 
authority  the  prevailing  prejudices  against  it     They  admitted 
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it  as  an  inoontrovertible  principle  in  Presbyterian  chnich 
govermnent,  that  a  presentee,  although  perfectly  well  qnalified, 
and  unexceptionable  in  life  and  doctrine,  was  nevertheless  in- 
admissible to  his  clerical  office,  till  the  concurrence  of  the  people 
who  were  to  be  under  his  ministry  had  been  r^ulariy  ascer- 
tained. The  form  of  expressing  this  concurrence  was  by  the 
subscription  of  a  paper  termed  a  CaU  ;  which  was  considered 
as  a  step  so  indispensable  towards  constituting  the  pastoral  re- 
lation, that  the  Church  Courts,  when  dissatisfied  with  it  as  an 
expression  of  the  general  wishes  of  the  parish,  sometimes  set 
aside  the  presentee  altogether ;  and  when  they  did  authorize  a 
settiement,  proceeded  in  a  manner  which  sufficiently  implied  a 
greater  respect  for  the  call  than  for  the  presentation. 

^*  The  circumstances  understood  to  be  necessary  for  constitut- 
ing an  adequate  caU^  were  unsusceptible  of  a  precise  definition. 
The  unanimous  consent  of  landholders,  elders,  and  heads  of 
fiimilies,  was  seldom  to  be  looked  for ;  nor  was  even  an  absolute 
majority  considered  as  indispensable,  if  the  concurrence  a£forded 
a  reasonable  prospect  of  an  harmonious  and  useful  settiement. 
This  principle  of  decision  was  so  vague  in  itself,  and  so  arbi- 
trary in  its  application,  that  much  was  left  in  the  Church  Courts 
to  the  private  judgment  of  individuals,  and  much  to  their  pre- 
judices and  passions ;  while  the  people,  finding  that  a  noisy 
and  strenuous  opposition  seldom  failed  of  success,  were  en- 
couraged to  prosecute  their  object  by  tumult  and  violence. 
Many  of  the  clergy,  considering  it  as  a  matter  of  conscience 
not  to  take  any  share  in  the  settiement  of  an  obnoxious  pre- 
sentee, refused  on  such  occasions  to  carry  into  execution  the 
orders  of  their  superiors ;  and,  such  was  the  temper  of  tiie 
times,  -that  the  leading  men  of  the  Assembly,  although  they 
wished  to  support  the  law  of  the  land,  found  themselves  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  expedients, — ^imposing  slight  censures  on 
the  disobedient,  and  appointing  special  committees  (whom  it 
was  found  sometimes  necessary  to  protect  by  a  military  force) 
to  discharge  the  duties  which  the  otiiers  had  declined. 

^Measures  of  this  kind,  pursued  with  littie  variation  for  about 
twenty  years^  bad  so  relaxed  the  discipline  of  the  Church,  tiiat 
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individuals  openly  claimed  it  as  a  right  to  disobey  its  sentences^ 
whenever  their  disobedience  was  justified,  according  to  the  best 
of  their  judgment,  by  a  principle  of  conscience. 

'^  Such  was  the  state  of  the  ecclesiastical  establishment  in 
Scotland  when  Dr.  Bobertson  and  his  friends  began  to  take  an 
active  share  in  its  business.  Dissatisfied  with  the  system 
adopted  by  his  predecessors,  and  convinced  that  the  more  free 
any  constitution  is,  the  greater  is  the  danger  of  violating  its 
fundamental  laws,  his  vigorous  and  enlightened  mind  suggested 
to  him  the  necessity  of  opposing  more  decisive  measures  to 
these  growing  disorders,  and  of  maintaining  the  authority  of 
the  Church  by  enforcing  the  submission  of  all  its  members. 
The  two  capital  articles  by  which  he  conceived  presbytery  to 
be  distinguished  from  every  other  ecclesiastical  establishment, 
was  the  parity  of  its  ministers^  and  the  subordination  of  its 
jfidiaitories. — ^Wherever  there  is  a  subordination  of  courts,' 
(as  he  has  himself  observed  in  an  authentic  document  of  his 
ecclesiastical  principles,)  'there  is  one  court  that  must  be 
supreme ;  for  subordination  were  in  vain,  if  it  did  not  terminate 
in  some  last  resort.  Such  a  supreme  judicature  is  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland ;  and  therefore,  if  its 
decisions  could  be  disputed  and  disobeyed  by  inferior  courts 
with  impunity,  the  Presbyterian  constitution  would  be  entirely 
overturned.  On  this  supposition,  there  is  no  occasion  for  the 
Church  of  Scotland  to  meet  in  its  Qeneral  Assemblies  any 
more  ;  its  government  is  at  an  end ;  and  it  is  exposed  to  the 
contempt  and  scorn  of  the  world,  as  a  Church  without  union, 
order,  or  discipline ;  destitute  of  strength  to  support  its  own 
constitutions,  and  falling  into  ruins  by  the  abuse  of  liberty.' 

'^  A  question  which  came  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Assembly  in  the  year  1751,  when  he  spoke  for  the  first  time 
in  that  Supreme  Court,  afibrded  him  an  opportunity  of  unfold- 
ing his  general  principles  of  ecclesiasticid  government  The 
conduct  of  a  clergyman,  who  had  disobeyed  a  sentence  of  a 
former  Awembly,  gave  rise  to  a  wann  discnsidoa ;  in  the  oonrae 
of  which,  Dr.  Bobertson,  supported  by  a  few  of  his  friends, 
contended  for  the  expediency  of  a  severe  and  exemplary  sentence. 
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But  this  doctrine  uras  then  so  little  understood  or  relished,  that 
he  was  left  in  an  inconsiderable  minority. 

^  The  Commission  of  that  Assembly,  at  their  meeting,  in 
November  1751,  ordered  the  Presbytery  of  Dunfermline,  i^hich 
had  already  been  guilty  of  disobedience,  to  admit  Mr.  Bichardson 
as  minister  of  Inverkeithing ;  intimating  to  them,  at  the  same 
time,  that  in  case  of  their  continued  contumacy,  the  Commission 
was  to  proceed,  at  their  next  meeting  in  March,  to  a  very  high 
censure.  The  Presbytery  again  disobeyed ;  and  yet  the  Com- 
mission, with  a  preposterous  lenity,  severed  their  conduct  to 
pass  with  impunity.  The  inconsistency  and  inexpediency  of 
this  sentence  were  urged  strenuously  by  Dr.  Bobertson  and  his 
friends,  who,  in  their  diasentj  or  protest  against  it,  have  1^  a 
valuable  record  of  the  general  principles  on  which  they  acted. 
The  paper  is  still  extant,  and  though  evidently  a  hasty  compo- 
sition, bears  in  various  passages,  the  marks  of  Dr.  Bobertson's 
hand.^ 

^Dr.  Bobertson  argued  this  cause  in  the  Qeneral  Assembly 
1752;  and  43uch  was  the  im^nression  made  by  the  argument 
contained  in  the  protest,  and  more  fully  illustrated  in  his 
speech,  that  the  Supreme  Court  reversed  tiie  judgment  of  the 
ConmiisBion,  and  deposed  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Dunfermline,  for  disobeying  the  orders  of  his  superiors. 

*^  This  decision  was  the  complete  triumph  of  the  principles  for 
which  Dr.  Bobertson  and  his  friends  had  struggled.  It  put  an 
end  to  those  temporaxy  expedients  and  devices  which  had 
hitherto  been  adopted  in  the  settlement  of  parishes :  it  put  an 
end  to  those  extraordinary  committees  which  Assemblies  had 
been  in  use  to  appoint  for  relieving  disobedient  presbyteries 
from  their  duty ;  and  it  administered  to  the  inferior  judicatories, 
as  well  as  to  individuals,  a  useful  lesson  of  that  subordination 
which  the  peace  of  society  requires. 

^  The  success  of  these  attmipts  had  probably  some  effect  in 
determining  Dr.  Bobertson  to  continue  his  attention  to  the 
a&m  of  the  Chnrch :  more  especially,  after  his  office  in  the 
University  put  it  in  his  power  to  be  returned  annually  as  a 

^  See  Note  L. 
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representative  to  the  Greneral  ABsembly.  By  an  nninterrapted 
attendance  in  that  Court  for  nearly  twenty  years,  he  acquired 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  whole  train  of  its  business ; 
while  the  influence  which  he  thus  secured  was  increased  and 
confirmed  by  his  conciliating  manners, — ^by  the  charms  of  his 
conversation, — ^and  by  the  celebrity  of  his  name.  He  had  the 
happiness  also  of  being  warmly  supported  by  most  of  the 
friends  who  joined  him  in  the  Assembly  1751 ;  and  who, 
without  any  jealousy  of  the  ascendant  which  he  possessed, 
arranged  themselves  with  cordiality  under  his  standard.  The 
period  from  his  appointment  as  Principal  of  the  University 
till  his  retreat  from  public  life,  came,  accordingly,  to  be  dis- 
tinguished by  the  name  of  Dr.  Robertson's  administration: 
a  name  which  impUed,  not  any  appointment  from  Government, 
nor  any  power  in  the  distribution  of  favours,  but  merely  the 
weight  he  derived  from  the  confidence  of  a  great  majority  of 
his  brethren,  who  approved  of  the  general  principles  on  which 
he  acted. 

^'  The  circumstances  which  chiefly  distinguished  his  system  of 

Patronage ;  and,  aecondly^  an  impartial  exercise  of  the  judicial 
Power  of  the  Church.^ 

^^  In  the  former  of  these  respects,  his  exertions  are  supposed 
by  his  friends,  not  only  to  have  produced  in  the  ecclesiastical 
establishment  a  tranquillity  unknown  in  former  times,  but  to 
have  contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  country.  The  public  language  of  the  Church 
seems  to  bear  testimony  to  the  prevalence  of  these  ideas.  For 
a  long  series  of  years  annual  instructions  had  been  given  to  the 
Commiasiony  ^  to  make  due  application  to  the  King  and  Par- 
liament, for  redress  of  the  grievance  of  paironagey  in  case  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  doing  so  should  occur.'  But  these 
instructions  were  omitted  in  1784,  soon  after  Dr.  Bobertson 
retired  from  the  business  of  the  Assembly,  and  they  have  never 
since  been  renewed. 

^'  A  systematical  regularity,  to  which  the  Church  of  Scotland 

^  See  Note  M. 
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had  been  little  accustoiueGU  in  the  ezercifle  of  its  judicial 
power,  was  another  efiEect  of  the  ascendant  which  Dr.  Bobertson 
possessed  in  the  conduct  of  its  business. 

'^A  Court  so  popular  in  its  constitution  as  the  General 
Assembly,  is  but  ill  calculated  for  the  patient  and  dispassionate 
investigation  necessary  for  the  administration  of  justice.  As 
its  annual  sittings,  too,  continue  only  for  a  few  days,  its  mode 
of  procedure  (irregular  and  loose  as  it  is  in  many  respects)  is 
very  imperfectly  understood  by  the  great  majority  of  clerical 
members,  who  enjoy  a  seat  in  it  only  once  in  four  or  five  years : 
hence,  an  inattention  to  forms,  and  a  disposition  to  undervalue 
their  importance,  when  they  appear  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
immediate  expediency.  To  correct,  as  fSur  as  possible,  this 
unfortunate  bias,  inherent  in  the  constitution  of  jb31  popular 
tribunals,  Dr.  Bobertson  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  employ  all  his 
abilities,  convinced  that  a  wise  and  impartial  administiation 
of  justice  can  only  be  effectually  secured  by  a  strict  adherence 
to  established  rules.  A  complete  acquaintance  with  these, 
which  he  soon  acquired  from  his  regular  attendance  on  the 
deliberations  of  the  Assembly,  gave  him  a  decided  superiority 
over  those  who  were  only  occasionally  members ;  and  he  was 
enabled  gradually  to  enforce  their  strict  observance,  by  the 
confidence  which  was  generally  reposed  in  his  principles  and 
his  talents. 

^  Such  were  the  objects  which  Dr.  Bobertson  had  chiefly  in 
view  as  an  ecclesiastical  leader,  and  which  he  prosecuted,  dur- 
ing thirty  years,  with  so  great  steadiness  and  success,  that  not 
only  the  system  introduced  by  him  continues  still  in  vigour, 
but  the  decisions  which  he  dictated  form  a  sort  of  Common  Law 
of  the  Church."! 

With  respect  to  the  various  incidental  discussions  in  which 
he  was,  on  different  occasions,  called  on  to  take  an  active  concern, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  enter  into  details.  One  of  these, 
however,  which  occurred  towards  the  dose  of  his  public  life, 
is  of  too  memorable  a  nature  to  be  passed  over  in  silence. 

'  Thus  far  I  biiYe  availed  myself  of     illiiBtrationofiomeoftliepariicalanhero 
Dr.  Hill's  commnnicatioD.    A  more  full      stated,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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The  disturbances  occasioned  in  Scotland  in  1779,  by  the  pro- 
posed extension  to  that  part  of  the  kingdom  of  the  repeal  of 
the  penal  laws  against  Boman  Catholics,  are  well  known  to  all 
who  have  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  that 
period,  and  are  still  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  greater  part 
of  this  Society.  Some  of  us  too  are  able  to  bear  testimony, 
from  what  fell  under  our  own  immediate  observation,  to  the 
firmness  and  tranquillity  which  Dr.  Bobertson  displayed  at  a 
very  critical  juncture,  when,  after  repeated  acts  of  successful 
and  unpunished  outrage,  committed  in  difierent  parts  of  this 
city,  a  furious  populace  threatened  an  attack  on  his  house,  and 
were  only  restrained  by  a  military  force,  from  sacrificing  his 
life  to  their  vengeance. 

The  leading  principles  which  on  that  occasion  directed  his 
conduct  in  the  Church  Courts,  will  be  best  understood  from  a 
statement  of  fEUsts,  which  formed  part  of  one  of  his  speeches  in 
the  subsequent  Assembly.  ^ 

^'  The  first  intimation  I  had  of  any  intention  to  grant  relief 
to  Papists  from  the  rigour  of  penal  statutes,  was  by  the  news- 
papers. Though  I  had  observed  with  pleasure  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  liberal  sentiments  in  this  enlightened  age ;  though  I 
knew  that  science  and  philosophy  had  diffused  the  spirit  of 
tderation  through  almost  every  part  of  Europe ;  yet  I  was  so 
well  acquainted  with  the  deep-rooted  aversion  of  Britons  to  the 
doctrines  and  spirit  of  Popery,  that  I  suspected  this  motion  for 
giving  relief  to  Papists  to  be  premature.  I  was  afraid,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  the  liberal  sentiments  of  those  by  whom  it  was 
made  might  induce  them  to  grant  too  much.  I  dreaded,  on 
the  other,  that  past  offences  might  be  imputed  to  the  Catholics 
of  the  present  age,  and  exclude  them  from  that  degree  of  indul- 
gence which  I  considered  as  no  less  beneficial  to  the  nation. 


1  The  following  extraet  is  trasfcribed, 
with  Bome  trifling  verbal  correctioDS, 
from  an  acconnt  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  General  Assembly,  published  in  the 
BooiU  Magamm  for  1779.  As  the  ac- 
eonnt  in  general  (I  am  assored)  is  eze* 
sated  with  correctness  and  impartialiij, 


the  sif&ftoRce  of  Dr.  Robertson^  speech 
may  be  presumed  to  be  faithfully  stated ; 
but,  in  other  respects,  ample  allowanoes 
must  be  made  for  the  inacouiades  to  be 
expected  firam  an  anonymous  reporter, 
writing  (as  is  probable)  from  memoiy,  or 
from  imperfect  notes. 
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than  saitable  to  the  spirit  of  the  Gk>8pel.  But  when  I  obserFed 
the  uncommon  unanimity  with  which  the  Bill  was  carried 
through  both  Houses;  when  I  saw  Ministry  and  Opposition 
vying  with  each  other  in  activity  to  forward  it ;  when  I  beheld 
that  respectable  body  who  assume  to  themselves  the  distin- 
guishing appellation  of  Old  Whigs  taking  the  lead  avowedly  in 
supporting  it ;  when  I  observed  a  bench  of  Bishops,  of  whom  I 
may  justly  say,  that  in  learning,  in  decenqr  of  manners,  and  in 
zeal  for  the  Protestant  religion,  they  are  not  inferior  to  any  of 
their  predecessors,  co-operating  heartily  with  the  other  pro- 
moters of  that  BUI,  my  curiosity  to  know  precisely  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  indulgence  granted,  became  very  great 
Upon  perusmg  the  Bill  itself,  all  my  apprehensions  vanished ; 
the  relief  given  appeared  neither  too  great  nor  too  little. 
By  the  statute  of  last  session,  no  political  power  is  conferred 
on  Papists.  They  are  not  entitled  to  hold  any  public  office. 
They  can  neither  elect,  nor  be  elected  members  of  any  cor- 
poration, far  less  can  they  choose,  or  be  chosen,  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  In  consequence  of  this  statute,  an 
English  Papist  has  not  acquired  the  privileges  of  a  citizen,  he 
is  restored  only  to  the  rights  of  a  man.  By  a  law  passed  in  a 
season  of  jealousy,  alarm,  and  faction.  Papists  were  rendered 
incapable  of  inheriting  property  by  succession  or  conveyance,  of 
transmitting  it  to  others,  or  of  acquiring  it  by  purchase ;  and 
the  ecclesiastics  of  that  religion  who  should  take  upon  them 
the  education  of  youth,  were  to  bo  punished  with  perpetual 
imprisonment  It  is  from  these  penalties  and  disabilities  alone, 
that  they  are  now  relieved.  They  may  now  inherit,  they  may 
devise,  tiiey  may  purchase.  Formerly  they  were  in  a  state  of 
proscription  and  incapacity ;  now  they  are  rendered  what  the 
law  callB  peraoruB,  capable  of  legal  functions  in  the  possession 
and  disposal  of  their  own  property.  Nor  are  these  concessions 
gratuitous.  Before  a  Papist  can  enjoy  the  benefit  of  them,  he 
must  swear  allegiance  to  our  gracious  Sovereign ;  he  must  ab- 
jure the  Pretender;  he  must  reject  as  an  impious  position,  that 
it  is  lawful  to  murder  or  destroy  any  persons  under  pretence  of 
their  being  heretics ;  he  must  declare  it  to  be  an  unchristian 
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principle^  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics ;  he  must 
disclaim  the  power  of  the  Pope  to  dispense  with  the  obligation 
of  an  oath ;  he  must  swear  that  it  is  no  article  of  his  faith, 
that  a  Pope  or  Council  can  either  depose  princes,  or  exercise 
any  dvil  or  temporal  jurisdiction  within  this  realm ;  in  short, 
he  must  give  every  security  that  the  most  scrupulous  anxiety 
could  devise,  to  demean  himself  as  a  loyal  and  peaceable 
subject.  These  slender  rights,  the  lowest  a  man  can  claim  or 
enjoy  in  a  social  state,  are  the  amount  of  all  the  mighty  and 
dreaded  acquisitions  made  by  Papists  in  virtue  of  this  law.  I 
rejoiced  in  the  temperate  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  and  fore- 
saw that  a  wealthy  body  of  subjects  in  England,  and  a  very 
numerous  one  in  Ireland,  would,  instead  of  continuing  adverse 
to  a  government  which  treated  them  with  rigour,  become 
attached  to  their  king  and  country  by  the  most  powerful  of  all 
ties,  gratitude  for  favours  received,  and  desire  of  securing  the 
continuance  of  favour  by  dutiful  conduct  With  such  views 
of  the  salutary  effects  of  the  repeal,  it  was  impossible  not  to 
wish  that  the  benefit  of  it  might  be  extended  to  the  Boman 
Catholics  in  Scotland.  .  .   . 

^'  As  soon,  however,  as  I  perceived  the  extent  and  violence 
of  the  flame  which  the  discussion  of  this  subject  had  kindled 
here,  my  ideas  concerning  the  expedience,  at  this  juncture 
of  the  measure  in  question,  began  to  alter.  For,  although  I 
did  think,  and  I  do  still  believe,  that  if  the  Protestants  in  this 
country  had  acquiesced  in  the  repeal  as  quietly  as  our  brethren 
in  England  and  Ireland,  a  £Ektal  blow  would  have  been  given  to 
Popery  in  the  British  dominions :  I  knew,  that  in  legislation, 
the  sentiments  and  dispositions  of  the  people  for  whom  laws 
are  made,  should  be  attended  to  with  care.  I  remembered 
that  one  of  the  wisest  men  of  antiquity  declared,  that  he  had 
firamed  for  his  fellow-citizens  not  the  best  laws,  but  the  best 
laws  which  they  could  bear.  I  recollected  with  reverence,  that 
the  Divine  Legislator  himself,  accommodating  his  dispensations 
to  the  frailty  of  his  subjects,  had  given  the  Israelites  for  a 
(Deason  statutes  which  were  not  good.  Even  the  prejudices  of 
the  people  are,  in  my  opinion,  respectable ;  and  an  indulgent 
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legislatare  ought  not  annecessarily  to  run  counter  to  them.  It 
appeared  manifestly  to  be  sound  policy,  in  the  present  temper 
of  the  people,  to  soothe  rather  than  to  irritate  them  ;  and, 
however  ill-founded  their  apprehensions  might  be,  some  con- 
cession was  now  requisite  in  order  to  remove  them.  In  every 
argument  against  the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws,  what  seemed 
chiefly  to  alarm  my  brethren  who  were  adverse  to  it,  was  the 
liberty  which,  as  they  supposed,  was  given  by  the  Act  of  last 
session  to  Popish  ecclesiastics  to  open  schools,  and  take  upon 
them  the  public  instruction  of  youtL  In  order  to  quiet 
their  fears  with  respect  to  this,  I  applied  to  his  Majesty's 
Advocate  and  Solicitor-Gteneral,  and,  by  their  permission,  I 
proposed  to  a  respectable  minister  and  elder  of  this  Church,  who 
deservedly  possess  much  credit  with  the  opposers  of  this  repeal, 
that  such  provisos  should  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  which  was 
to  be  moved  in  Parliament,  for  restraining  the  Popish  clergy  in 
this  point,  as  would  obviate  every  danger  apprehended.  These 
gentlemen  fiEurly  told  me,  that  if  such  a  proposition  had  been 
made  more  early,  they  did  not  doubt  that  it  might  have  pro- 
duced good  effects ;  but,  now  matters  were  gone  so  far,  that 
they  were  persuaded  nothing  less  would  satisfy  the  people  than 
a  resolution  to  drop  the  Bill  altogether.  Persuaded  of  the 
truth  of  what  they  represented,  seeing  the  alarm  spread  rapidly 
in  every  quarter,  and  knowing  well  how  imperfectly  transactions 
in  this  country  are  understood  in  the  other  part  of  the  island, 
I  considered  it  as  my  duty  to  lay  before  his  Majesty's  servants 
in  London  a  fair  state  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  Scot- 
land. My  station  in  the  Church,  I  thought,  entitled  me  to 
take  this  liberty  in  a  matter  purely  ecclesiastical.  I  flattered 
myself  that  my  avowed  approbation  and  strenuous  support  of 
a  measure  which  had  been  unhappily  so  much  misunderstood, 
might  give  some  weight  to  my  representations.  I  informed 
them,  that  the  design  of  extending  the  repeal  of  the  penal 
statutes  of  King  William  to  Scotland,  had  excited  a  very 
general  alarm ;  that  the  spirit  of  opposition  to  this  measure 
spread  among  the  King's  most  loyal  and  attached  subjects  in 
this  country ;  that  nothing  would  calm  and  appease  them  but 
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the  relinquisliing  all  thoughts  of  such  a  Bill ;  that  the  pro- 
curing of  the  intended  relaxation  for  a  handful  of  Catholics, 
was  not  an  advantage  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  im- 
prudence of  irritating  so  great  a  bodj  of  well  affected  subjects ; 
that  if  the  measure  were  persisted  in,  &tal  effects  would  follow, 
and  no  man,  how  great  soever  his  sagacity  might  be,  could 
venture  to  foretell  what  would  be  the  extent  of  the  danger,  and 
what  the  violent  operations  of  an  incensed  populace ;  that 
groundless  as  the  fears  of  the  people  might  be,  it  was  prudent 
to  quiet  them ;  and  that  the  same  wisdom  and  moderation 
which  had  induced  Government,  some  years  ago,  to  repeal  the 
Act  for  naturalizing  the  Jews,  in  consequence  of  an  alarm,  as 
ill-grounded  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  island,  ought  now  to 
make  a  similar  concession  from  indulgence  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  people  on  this  side  of  the  Tweed. 

^^  Such  has  been  the  tenor  of  my  conduct.  While  I  thought  a 
repeal  of  the  penal  statutes  would  produce  good  effects,  I  sup- 
ported it  openly;  when  I  foresaw  bad  consequences  from  persist- 
ing in  a  measure  which  I  had  warmly  approved,  I  preferred  the 
public  good  to  my  own  private  sentiments ;  I  honestly  remon- 
strated against  it ;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  think  thati 
am  the  only  private  person  (as  £Eur  as  I  know)  in  Scotland  who 
applied  to  tiiose  in  power  in  order  to  prevent  that  much  dreaded 
repeal,  which  has  been  represented  as  the  subversion  of  every 
sacred  right  for  which  our  ancestors  contended  and  suffered.'' . . . 

The  last  Assembly  in  which  Dr.  Bobertson  sat  was  that  of 
1780.  While  his  faculties  were  yet  vigorous,  his  constitution 
unbroken,  and  his  influence  undiminished,  he  chose  to  with- 
draw from  the  active  scenes  in  which  he  had  so  long  borne  a 
part,  and  to  consecrate  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the  quiet 
pursuits  of  study,  and  to  the  pastoral  duties  of  his  profession. 
His  retreat  was  deeply  regretted,  and  sincerely  felt  by  his 
friends ;  nor  was  it  less  lamented  by  many  individuals  of  the 
opposite  party  in  the  Church,  who,  while  they  resisted  his  prin- 
ciples of  ecclesiastical  policy,  loved  his  candour,  and  respected 
his  integrity.^ 

s  See  Note  N. 
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Among  these,  there  is  one  whose  liberal  and  affectionate  zeal 
in  embalming  the  memory  of  a  political  antagomst,  recalls  to 
our  recollection,  amidst  the  mirelenting  rancour  which  dis- 
graces the  factions  of  modem  times,  the  memorable  tribate 
which  Metellus  paid  to  the  virtues  of  Scipio  on  the  day  of  his 
funeral;  '^  ItCy  Ftlii,  cdebraU  exequias  ;  nunquam  Oivia  mcgoris 
funua  videbitis."^  I  need  scarcely,  after  what  I  have  hinted, 
mention  to  the  Society  the  name  of  Dr.  Erskine,  of  whose 
Sermon  on  the  death  of  his  colleague,  it  is  difficult  to  say, 
whether  it  reflects  greater  honour  on  the  character  of  the  writer, 
or  of  him  whom  it  commemorates.  The  author  will,  I  hope, 
pardon  me  for  transcribing  one  passage,  which  is  intimately 
connected  with  this  part  of  my  subject,  and  which  combines^ 
with  a  testimony  of  inestimable  value  to  Dr.  Robertson's  fisune, 
some  important  information  which  I  could  not  supply  from  any 
source  of  equal  authoriiy. 

^'  His  speeches  in  Church  Courts  were  admired  by  those  whom 
they  did  not  convince,  and  acquired  and  preserved  to  him  an 
influence  over  a  majority  in  them,  which  none  before  him'  en- 
joyed ;  though  his  measures  were  sometimes  new,  and  warmly, 
and  with  great  strength  of  argument  opposed,  both  from  the 
press  and  in  the  General  Assembly.  To  this  influence  many 
causes  contributed : — ^his  firm  adherence  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  Church  policy  which  he  early  adopted ;  his  sagacity 
in  forming  plans ;  his  steadiness  in  executing  them ;  his  quick 
discernment  of  whatever  might  hinder  or  promote  his  designs ; 
his  boldness  in  encountering  difficulties ;  his  presence  of  mind 
in  improving  every  occasional  advantage ;  the  address  with 
which,  when  he  saw  it  necessary,  he  could  make  an  honourable 
retreat ;  and  his  skill  in  stating  a  vote,  and  seizing  the  favour- 
able moment  for  ending  a  debate,  and  urging  a  decision.  He 
guided  and  governed  others,  without  seeming  to  assume  any 
superiority  over  them :  and  fixed  and  strengthened  his  power, 
by  often,  in  matters  of  form  and  expediency,  preferring  the 
opinions  of  those  with  whom  he  acted  to  his  own.  In  former 
times,  hardly  any  rose  up  to  speak  in  the  Gteneral  Assembly  till 

*  Flimi,  Biit.  Nat.,  TIL.  zUt. 
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called  upon  by  the  Modjeroiw^  unless  men  advanced  in  years,  of 
high  rank,  or  of  established  characters  His  example  and  in- 
fluence encouraged  young  men  of  abilities  to  take  their  share  of 
public  business  ;  and  thus  deprived  Moderators  of  an  engine 
for  preventing  causes  being  fairly  and  impartially  discussed. 
The  power  of  others,  who  formerly  had  in  some  measure  guided 
ecclesiastical  affairs,  was  derived  from  ministers  of  state,  and 
expired  with  their  fall  His  remained  unhurt  amidst  frequent 
changes  of  administration.  Great  men  in  office  were  always 
ready  to  countenance  him,  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  to  avail 
themselves  of  his  aid.  But  he  judged  for  himself^  and  scorned 
to  be  their  slave,  or  to  submit  to  receive  their  instructions. 
Hence,  his  influence,  not  confined  to  men  of  mercenary  views, 
extended  to  many  of  a  free  and  independent  spirit^  who  sup- 
ported, because  they  approved,  his  measures;  which  others, 
from  the  same  independent  spirit,  thought  it  their  duty  steadily 
to  oppose. 

^'  Deliberate  in  forming  his  judgment,  but  when  formed,  not 
easily  moved  to  renounce  it,  he  sometimes  viewed  the  altered 
plans  of  others  with  too  suspicious  an  eye.  Hence  there  were 
able  and  worthy  men,  of  whom  he  expressed  himself  less 
favourably,  and  whose  latter  appearances  in  church  judicatories, 
he  censured  as  inconsistent  with  principles  which  they  had 
formerly  professed :  while  they  maintained,  that  the  qrstem  of 
managing  church  affairs  was  changed,  not  their  opinions  or 
conduct.  Still,  however,  keen  and  determined  opposition  to  his 
schemes  of  ecclesiastical  policy,  neither  extinguished  his  esteem, 
nor  forfeited  his  friendly  offices,  when  he  saw  opposition  carried 
on  without  rancour,  and  when  he  believed  that  it  originated 
from  conscience  and  principle,  not  from  personal  animosity,  or 
envy,  or  ambition."^ 

I  shall  not  presume  to  add  anything  in  illustration  of  these 
r^narks.  The  greater  part  of  them  relate  to  transactions  of 
which  I  had  no  immediate  knowledge,  and  of  which  I  am  not 
a  competent  judge;  and  at  any  rate,  no  testimony  of  mine 
could  increase  the  value  of  praise  from  so  able  and  so  impartial 

1  DiaoowTHi,  &c^  bj  John  Enkinei  DJ).,  [1798,]  p.  271. 
VOL.  X.  N 
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a  hand.  Of  one  quality,  however,  ascribed  to  Dr.  Bobertson  by 
his  colleague, — his  ability  in  debate, — ^I  may  be  allowed  to  ex- 
press my  own  opinion,  as  I  was  often  led  by  curiosity,  in  my 
early  years,  to  witness  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  where  it 
was  principally  displayed,  and  which,  since  the  Union  of  the 
Kingdoms,  is  all  that  exists  in  Scotland  to  preserve  the 
semblance  of  popular  deliberation.  This  part  of  his  fiune  will 
soon  rest  on  tradition  only ;  but  by  many  who  are  still  able  to 
judge  from  their  own  recollection,  I  shall  not  be  accused  of 
exaggeration,  when  I  say,  that  in  wme  of  the  most  essential 
qualifications  of  a  speaker,  he  was  entitled  to  rank  with  the 
first  names  which  have,  in  our  times,  adorned  the  British 
Senate.  Nor  was  the  opposition  with  which  he  had  to  contend 
unworthy  of  his  exertions,  formidable  as  it  long  was  in  seal 
and  numbers,  and  aided  by  a  combination  of  talents  which  will 
not  easily  be  equalled, — ^the  copious  and  fervid  dedamaticm  of 
Croebie ;  the  classical,  argumentative,  and  commanding  elo- 
quence of  Dick ;  and  the  powerful,  though  coarse  invective  of 
Freebaim,  whose  name  would,  in  a  different  age,  have  been 
transmitted  to  posterity  with  those  of  the  rustic  and  intrepid 
aposties  who  freed  their  country  from  the  hierarchy  of  Bome.^ 
The  characteristic  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  eloquence  was  penuor 
stony — ^mild,  rational,  and  conciliating,  yet  manly  and  dignified. 
In  early  life,  when  forced  as  a  partisan  to  expose  himself  to  the 
t)ontentious  heat  of  popular  discussion,  he  is  said  to  have  been 
distinguished  by  promptitude  and  animation  in  repelling  the 
attacks  which  he  occasionally  encountered  ;  but  long  before  the 
period  during  which  I  knew  him,  he  had  become  the  acknow- 
ledged head  of  his  party,  and  generally  spoke  last  in  the 
debate ;  resuming  the  arguments  on  both  sides  with  such  per- 
spicuity of  arrangement  and  expression,  such  respect  to  his 
antagonists,  and  such  an  air  of  candour  and  earnestness  in  every- 
thing he  said,  that  he  often  united  the  suffinges  of  the  House 
in  favour  of  the  conclusions  he  wished  to  establisL 

^  Andrew  Crosbie,  Esq.,  T^oe-Dean  Edmlmrgli;  the  Ber.  Mr.  IVaebaim, 
of  the  Facidtj  of  Ad?ocates ;  Bobert  MiniBter  of  Domberton ;— all  of  them 
Dick,  D.D.,  one  of  the  IGniaten  of     died  many  yeazs  befine  Dr.  BobeitMn. 
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His  pronunciation  and  accent  were  strongly  marked  with  the 
peculiarities  of  his  country ;  nor  was  this  defect  compensated 
by  the  graces  of  his  delivery.  His  manner,  however,  though 
deficient  in  ease,  was  interesting  and  impressive,  and  had 
something  in  its  general  effect,  neither  unsuitable  to  his  pro- 
fessional station  nor  to  the  particular  style  of  his  eloquence. 
His  diction  was  rich  and  splendid,  and  abounded  with  the  same 
beauties  that  characterize  his  writings. 

In  these  details,  with  respect  to  his  ecclesiastical  politics, 
I  may  perhaps  be  thought  by  some  to  have  been  more  circum- 
stantial than  was  necessary ;  but^  as  he  himself  always  dwelt  on 
that  subject  with  peculiar  satisfiustion,  I  could  not  pass  it  over 
more  slightiy  than  I  have  done.  Nor  is  it  so  foreign,  as  it  may 
at  first  appear,  to  his  character  as  an  historian ;  for,  narrow 
and  obscure  as  his  field  of  action  was,  it  afforded  him  a  closer 
view  than  most  authors  have  enjoyed,  of  the  intrigues  of  con- 
tending JEtctions,  and  an  opportunity  of  studying,  though  on  a 
scale  comparatively  small,  the  passions  that  decide  the  fiite  of 
nations.  In  tracing,  accordingly,  the  springs  of  human  con- 
duct, his  sagacity  is  strongly  impressed  with  that  knowledge  of 
the  world  which  experience  alone  can  communicate ;  and  even 
in  those  characteristical  portraits,  on  which  he  has  lavished  all 
the  decorations  of  his  style,  he  is  seldom  if  ever  misled,  either 
by  the  affectation  of  eloquence,  or  of  metaphysical  refinement, 
from  a  faithful  adherence  to  truth  and  nature. 

I  would  willingly  enlarge  on  his  merits  in  a  different  depart- 
ment of  his  professional  employments,  of  which  I  am  more 
competent  to  judge  from  personal  knowledge,  were  I  not  afraid 
that  my  own  academical  habits  might  lead  me  to  attach  an 
interest  to  what  would  appear  of  litfle  moment  to  others.  I 
shall  therefore  only  remark  in  general,  his  assiduous  attention, 
amidst  his  various  occupations,  botb  speculative  and  active,  to 
the  minutest  duties  of  his  office  as  head  of  the  University, 
duties,  which  nothing  but  his  habits  of  arrangement  and  the 
severest  economy  of  his  time,  could  have  enabled  him  to  dis- 
charge with  so  littie  appearance  of  hurry  or  inconvenience. 
The  valuable  accession  of  books  which  the  public  library  received 
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while  under  his  administration,  was  chiefly  owing  to  his  pmdent 
and  exact  application  of  the  veiy  slender  funds  appropriated 
to  that  establishment ;  the  various  societies,  both  literary  and 
medical,  which,  in  this  place,  have  long  contributed  so  essen- 
tially to  the  improvement  of  the  rising  generation,  were,  most 
of  them,  either  planned  or  reformed  under  his  direction  and 
patronage ;  and  if,  as  a  seat  of  learning,  Edinburgh  has,  of  late 
more  than  formerly,  attracted  the  notice  of  the  world,  much 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  his  example^  and  to  the 
lustre  of  his  name.  The  good  sense,  temper,  and  address  with 
which  he  presided  for  thirty  years  in  our  University  meetings, 
were  attended  with  effects  no  less  essential  to  our  prosperity, 
and  are  attested  by  a  fact,  which  is  perhaps  without  a  parallel 
in  the  annals  of  any  other  literary  community,  that  during  the 
whole  of  that  period  there  did  not  occur  a  single  question  which 
was  not  terminated  by  an  unanimous  dedsion. 

In  consequence  of  the  various  connexions  with  society,  which 
arose  from  these  professional  duties,  and  from  the  interest 
which  he  was  led  to  take,  both  by  his  official  situation  and  the 
activity  of  his  public  spirit,  in  the  literary  or  the  patriotic 
undertakings  of  others,^  a  considerable  portion  of  Dr.  Bobert- 
son's  leisure  was  devoted  to  conversation  and  company.  No 
man  enjoyed  these  with  more  relish,  and  few  have  possessed 
the  same  talents  to  add  to  their  attraction& 

A  rich  stock  of  miscellaneous  information,  acquired  from 
books  and  from  an  extensive  intercourse  with  the  world,  to- 
gether with  a  perfect  acquaintance  at  all  times  with  the  topics 
of  the  day,  and  the  soundest  sagacity  and  good  sense  applied 
to  the  occurrences  of  common  life,  rendered  him  the  most 
agreeable  and  instructive  of  companions.  He  seldom  aimed  at 
wit;  but,  with  his  intimate  friends,  he  often  indulged  a  sportive 
and  fiandfiil  species  of  humour.  He  delighted  in  good-natured 
characteristical  anecdotes  of  his  acquaintance,  and  added  power- 
fully to  their  effect  by  his  own  enjoyment  in  relating  them. 
He  was,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  susceptible  of  the  ludicrous ; 
but  on  no  occasion  did  he  forget  the  dignity  of  his  character, 

1  See  Note  0. 
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or  the  decorum  of  his  profession ;  nor  did  he  even  lose  sight 
of  that  classical  taste  which  adorned  his  compositions.  His 
torn  of  expression  was  correct  and  pure  ;  sometimes,  perhaps, 
inclining  more  than  is  expected  in  the  carelessness  of  a  social 
hour,  to  formal  and  artificial  periods,  but  it  was  stamped  with 
his  own  manner  no  less  than  his  premeditated  style ;  it  was 
always  the  language  of  a  superior  and  a  cultivated  mind,  and 
it  embelliBhed  every  subject  on  which  he  spoke.  In  the  com- 
pany of  strangers  he  increased  his  exertions  to  amuse  and  to 
inform ;  and  the  splendid  variety  of  his  conversation  was  com- 
monly the  chief  circumstance  on  which  they  dwelt  in  enume- 
rating his  talents ;  and  yet,  I  must  acknowledge,  for  my  own 
part,  that  much  as  I  always  admired  his  powers  when  they 
were  thus  called  forth,  I  enjoyed  his  society  less  than  when 
I  saw  him  in  the  circle  of  his  intimates,  or  in  the  bosom  of  his 
family. 

It  only  now  remains  for  me  to  mention  his  exemplary  dili- 
gence in  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties, — a  diligence 
which,  instead  of  relaxing  as  he  advanced  in  life,  became  more 
conspicuous,  when  his  growing  infirmities  withdrew  him  from 
business,  and  lessened  the  number  of  his  active  engagements. 
As  long  as  his  health  allowed  him,  he  preached  regularly  eveiy 
Sunday ;  and  he  continued  to  do  so  occasionally  till  within  a 
few  months  of  his  death. 

The  particular  style  of  his  pulpit  eloquence  may  be  judged 
of  from  the  specimen  which  has  been  long  in  the  hands  of  the 
public ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  world  might  have 
been  fitvoured  with  others  of  equal  excellence  if  he  had  not  lost, 
before  his  removal  from  Gladsmuir,  a  volume  of  Sermons  which 
he  had  composed  with  care.  The  facility  with  which  he  could 
arrange  his  ideas,  added  to  the  correctness  and  fluency  of  his 
extemporary  language,  encouraged  him  to  lay  aside  the  prac- 
tice of  writing,  excepting  on  extraordinary  occasions,  and  to 
content  himself,  in  general,  with  such  short  notes  as  might 
recall  to  his  memory  the  principal  topics  on  which  he  meant  to 
enlaige.  To  the  value,  however,  and  utility  of  these  unpre- 
meditated sermons,  we  have  the  honourable  testimony  of  his 
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learned  and  excellent  colleague,  who  heard  him  preach  e^ery 
week  for  more  than  twenty  years.  ^  His  discourses  from  this 
place,"  says  Dr.  Erskine,  '^  were  so  plain,  that  the  most  illiterate 
might  easily  understand  them,  and  yet  so  correct  and  el^ant 
that  they  could  not  incur  their  censure,  whose  taste  was  more 
refined.  For  several  years  before  his  death,  he  seldom  wrote 
his  sermons  fully,  or  exactly  committed  his  older  sermons  to 
memory,  though,  had  I  not  learned  this  from  himself,  I  should 
not  have  suspected  it,  such  was  the  variety  and  fitness  of  his 
illustrations,  the  accuracy  of  his  method,  and  the  propriety  of 
his  style.* 

His  health  began  apparently  to  decline  in  the  end  of  the  year 
1791.  Till  then,  it  had  been  more  uniformly  good  than  might 
have  been  expected  from  his  studious  habits ;  but,  about  this 
period,  he  suddenly  discovered  strong  symptoms  of  jaundice, 
which  gradually  undermined  his  constitution,  and  terminated 
at  length  in  a  lingering  and  fidal  illness.  He  had  the  prospect 
of  death  long  before  him,— a  prospect  deeply  afflicting  to  his 
fiunily  and  his  friendcf,  but  of  which,  without  any  visible  abate- 
ment in  his  spirits,  he  happily  availed  himself,  to  adorn  the 
doctrines  which  he  had  long  taught,  by  an  example  of  fortitude 
and  of  Christian  resignation.  In  the  concluding  stage  of  his 
disorder,  he  removed  from  Edinburgh  to  Orange  SausCy  in  the 
neighbourhood,  where  he  had  the  advantage  of  a  freer  air,  and  a 
more  quiet  situation,  and  (what  he  valued  more  than  most  men) 
the  pleasure  of  rural  objects,  and  of  a  beautiftd  landscape.  While 
he  was  able  to  walk  abroad,  he  conmionly  passed  a  part  of  the 
day  in  a  small  garden,  enjoying  the  simple  gratifications  it 
afforded  with  all  his  wonted  relish.  Some  who  now  hear  me 
will  long  remember, — ^among  the  trivial  yet  interesting  inci- 
dents which  marked  these  last  weeks  of  his  memorable  life, — 
his  daily  visits  to  the  frxut-trees,  (which  were  then  in  blossom,) 
and  the  smile  with  which  he^  more  than  once,  contrasted  the 
interest  he  took  in  their  progress  with  the  event  which  was  to 
happen  before  their  maturity.  At  his  particular  desire,  I  saw 
him  (for  the  last  time)  on  the  4th  of  June  1793,  when  his 
weakness  confined  him  to  his  couch,  and  his  articulation  was 
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already  beginning  to  fail ;  and  it  is  in  obedience  to  a  request 
with  which  he  then  honoured  me,  that  I  have  yentured^  without 
consulting  my  own  powers,  to  offer  this  tribute  to  his  memory. 
He  died  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month,  in  the  71st  year  of 
his  age. 

I  have  already  hinted  at  his  domestic  happiness.  Nothing 
was  wanting  to  render  it  perfect  while  he  lived ;  and  at  his 
death,  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  leave,  in  prosperous  circum* 
stances,  a  numerous  family,  united  to  each  other,  and  to  their 
excellent  mother,  by  the  tenderest  affection.  His  eldest  son, 
an  eminent  lawyer  at  the  Scottish  bar,  has  been  only  prevented 
by  the  engagements  of  an  active  profession,  from  sustaining  his 
father's  literary  name,  while  his  two  younger  sons,  both  of 
whom  very  early  embraced  a  military  life,  have  carried  his 
vigour  and  enterprise  into  a  different  career  of  ambition.^  His 
eldest  daughter  is  married  to  Mr.  Brydone,  the  well-known 
author  of  one  of  our  most  elegant  and  popular  books  of  travels. 
Another  is  the  widow  of  the  late  John  Bussell,  Esq.,  Clerk  to 
the  Signet,  and  one  of  the  members  of  this  Society. 

The  general  view  which  has  been  already  given  of  Dn 
Bobertson's  occupations  and  habits,  supersedes  the  necessity  of 
attempting  a  formal  delineation  of  his  character.  To  the  par- 
ticulars, however,  which  have  been  incidentally  mentioned,  in 
the  course  of  this  biographical  sketch,  it  may  not  be  unimpor- 
ant  to  add,  that  the  same  sagacity  and  good  sense  which  so 
eminentiy  distinguished  him  as  a  writer,  guided  his  conduct 
in  life,  and  rendered  his  counsels  of  inestimable  value  to  his 
friends.  He  was  not  forward  in  offering  advice;  but  when 
consulted,  as  he  was  very  frequentiy,  by  his  younger  acquaint- 
ance, he  entered  into  their  concerns  with  the  most  lively  in- 
terest, and  seemed  to  have  a  pleasure  and  a  pride  in  imparting 
to  them  all  the  lights  of  his  experience  and  wisdom.  Qood 
sense  was  indeed  the  most  prominent  feature  in  his  intdlectual 
character ;  and  it  is  unquestionably,  of  all  the  qualities  of  the 
understanding,  that  which  essentially  constitutes  superiority  of 
mind ;  for,  although  we  are  sometimes  apt  to  appropriate  the 

1  See  Note  P. 
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appellation  of  genius  to  certain  peculiarities  in  the  intellectoal 
habits,  it  is  he  only  who  distinguishes  himself  from  the  rest  of 
mankind,  by  thinking  better  than  they  on  the  same  subjects, 
who  fairly  brings  his  powers  into  comparison  with  oUiers. 
This  was,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  the  case  with  Dr.  Bobertson. 
He  was  not  eminent  for  metaphysical  acuteness,  nor  did  he 
easily  enter  into  speculations  involving  mathematical  or  me- 
chanical ideas ;  but  in  those  endowments  which  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  successful  conduct^  and  which  fit  a  man  to  acquire  an 
influence  over  others,  he  had  no  superior.  Among  those  who 
have,  like  him,  devoted  the  greater  part  of  life  to  study,  perhaps 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  his  equal 

His  practical  acquaintance  with  human  nature  was  great, 
and  he  possessed  the  soundest  and  most  accurate  notions  of  the 
characters  of  those  with  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  associate. 
In  that  quick  penetration,  indeed,  which  reads  the  soul,  and 
estimates  the  talents  of  otiiers  by  a  sort  of  intuition,  he  was 
surpassed  by  many ;  and  I  have  often  known  him  misled  by 
first  impressions :  but  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
tinuing his  observations  for  a  length  of  time,  he  seldom  fiuled 
in  forming  conclusions  equally  just,  refined,  and  profound.  In 
a  general  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  of  the  ways  of  men,  his 
superiority  was  striking  and  indisputable ;  still  more  so,  in  my 
opinion,  than  in  the  judgments  he  formed  of  individuals.  Nor 
is  this  surprismg,  when  we  consider  the  joint  influence  of  his 
habits  as  an  historian,  and  as  a  political  leader. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  his  moral  qualities.  Exempkiy 
and  amiable  in  the  offices  of  private  life,  he  exhibited  in  his 
public  conduct,  a  rare  union  of  political  firmness  with  can- 
dour and  moderation. — ^^  He  enjoyed,''  says  Dr.  Erskine,  ^  the 
bounties  of  Providence  without  running  into  riot;  was  tem- 
perate without  austerity ;  condescending  and  affiable  without 
meanness;  and  in  ezpeuse  neither  sordid  nor  prodigal  He 
could  feel  an  injury,  and  yet  bridle  his  passion;  was  grave, 
not  suUen ;  steady,  not  obstinate ;  friendly,  not  officious ;  pru- 
dent and  cautious,  not  timid." — ^The  praise  is  liberal,  and  it 
is  expressed  with  the  cordial  warmth  of  friendship;  but  it 
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comes  from  one  who  had  the  best  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
truth,  as  he  had  enjoyed  Dr.  Bobertson's  intimacy  from  his 
childhood,  and  was  afterwards,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  his 
colleague  in  the  same  church ;  while  his  zealous  attachment  to 
another  system  of  ecclesiastical  government,  though  it  never 
impaired  his  afifection  for  the  companion  of  his  youth,  exempts 
him  from  any  suspicion  of  undue  partiality. 

In  point  of  stature  Dr.  Bobertson  was  rather  above  the  middle 
size ;  and  his  form,  though  it  did  not  convey  the  idea  of  much 
activity,  announced  vigour  of  body  and  a  healthfril  constitu- 
tion. His  features  were  regular  and  manly ;  and  his  eye  spoke 
at  once  good  sense  and  good  humour.  He  appeared  to  greatest 
advantage  in  his  complete  clerical  dress ;  and  was  more  remark- 
able for  gravity  and  dignity  in  discharging  the  functions  of  his 
public  stations,  than  for  ease  or  grace  in  private  society.  His 
portrait  by  Beynolds,  painted  about  twenty  years  ago,  is  an 
admirable  likeness ;  and  fortunately,  (for  the  colours  are  already 
much  faded,)  all  its  spirit  is  preserved  in  an  excellent  mezzo- 
tinto.  At  the  request  of  his  colleagues  in  the  University,^  who 
were  anxious  to  have  some  memorial  of  him  placed  in  the  public 
library,  he  sat  again,  a  few  months  before  his  death,  to  Mr. 
Eaebum,  at  a  time  when  his  altered  and  sickly  aspect  rendered 
the  task  of  the  artist  peculiarly  difficult.  The  picture,  how- 
ever, is  not  only  worthy,  in  every  respect,  of  Mr.  Eaebum's  high 
and  deserved  reputation,  but  to  those  who  were  accustomed  to 
see  Dr.  Bobertson  at  this  interesting  period,  derives  an  additional 
value  from  an  air  of  languor  and  feebleness,  which  strongly 
marked  his  appearance  during  his  long  decline. 

I  should  feel  myself  happy  if,  in  concluding  this  Memoir,  I 
could  indulge  the  hope,  that  it  may  be  the  means  of  completing 
and  finishing  that  picture  which  his  writings  exhibit  of  his 
mind.  In  attempting  to  delineate  its  characteristic  features,  I 
have  certainly  possessed  one  advantage, — that  I  had  long  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  and  studying  the  original ;  and  that 
my  portrait,  such  as  it  is,  is  correctly  copied  fix>m  my  own 
impressions.    I  am  sensible,  at  the  same  time,  that  much  more 

^  See  Note  Q. 
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might  have  been  accomplighed  by  a  writer  whose  pnrsaits  were 
more  congenial  than  mine  to  Dr.  Bobertson's :  nor  would  any- 
thing have  induced  me  to  depart,  bo  far  as  I  have  now  done, 
from  the  ordinary  course  of  my  own  studies,  but  my  respect 
for  the  last  wish  of  a  much  lamented  friend,  expressed  at 
a  moment  when  nothing  remained  for  me  but  silent  acqui- 
escence. 


NOTES  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS. 
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Thb  infbnnation  contained  in  the  following  Note  (for  wbicli  I  am  indebted  to 
the  friendship  of  Dr.  Garljle)  cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable  to  thoae  to  whom  the 
Uteraiy  Hiatory  of  Scotland  is  an  object  of  enriosity. 

"  The  Sdett  Society  owed  its  rise  to  the  ingeniooa  Allan  Bamsay,  (son  of  the 
poet  of  that  name,)  and  was  intended  for  Philosophical  Inqniry,  and  the  improre- 
ment  of  the  Memben  in  the  Art  of  Speaking.  Thej  met  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Advocates*  Library,  in  May  1754,  and  consisted  only  of  fifteen,  who  had  been 
nominated  and  called  together  by  Mr.  Ramsay  and  two  or  three  of  his  friends. 
At  that  meeting  they  formed  themselves  into  a  society,  into  which  the  Memben 
were  eyer  after  elected  by  ballot,  and  who  met  regularly  eveiy  Friday  erening, 
during  the  sittings  of  the  Comt  of  Session,  both  in  summer  and  winter. 

"  This  Society  continaed  to  flonrish  for  sereral  years,  and  became  so  frwhionable, 
that  in  1759  their  number  amoonted  to  more  than  180,  which  incloded  all  the 
Uteroiti  of  Edinburgh  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  many  of  the  nobility  and  gentiy, 
who,  though  a  few  of  them  only  took  any  share  in  the  debates,  thought  themselTes 
so  well  entertained  and  instructed,  that  they  gave  punctual  attendance.  In  this 
Society,  which  remained  in  yigour  for  six  or  seven  years,  Dr.  Robertson  made  a 
conspicuous  figure.  By  his  means  it  was,  and  by  the  appearances  made  by  a  few 
of  his  brethren,  that  a  new  lustre  was  thrown  on  their  order.  IVom  the  Revolu- 
tion (when  the  Church  had  been  chiefly  filled  with  incumbents  that  were  ill- 
educated)  down  to  this  period,  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church  had  always 
been  considered  in  a  subordinate  light,  and  as  far  inferior  to  the  members  of  the 
other  learned  professions  in  knowledge  and  liberal  views.  But  now,  when  com- 
pared together  on  this  theatre  for  the  exhibition  of  talents,  they  were  found  to  be 
entitled  to  at  least  an  equal  share  of  praise ;  and  having  been  long  depressed,  they 
were,  in  compensation  as  usual,  raised  full  as  high  as  they  deserved.  When  the 
Select  Society  commenced,  it  was  not  foreseen  that  the  Sutory  of  SeoUand  during 
the  jReign  of  Ma/ry^  the  Tragtdy  of  Dongloit  and  the  Epigomad,  were  to  issue  so 
soon  from  three  gentlemen  of  the  ecclesiastical  order. 
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"  When  the  Society  was  on  the  decline,  bj  the  sTOcations  of  many  of  ita  moat 
diatingniahed  membera,  and  the  natoral  abatement  of  thai  ardour  which  b  ejcdted 
by  norelty  and  emnlation,  it  waa  thought  proper  to  elect  fixed  preridenta  to  pie- 
aide  in  their  tnms,  whose  duty  it  was  to  open  the  question  to  be  debated  upon, 
that  a  &ir  field  might  be  laid  before  the  speakers.  It  was  oboerved  of  Dr.  Robert- 
son, who  waa  one  of  thooe  presidents,  that  whereas  moat  of  the  others  in  their 
prerions  discourses  exhausted  the  subject  so  much,  that  there  waa  no  room  for 
debate,  he  gave  only  such  brief,  hot  artful  aketchea,  as  serred  to  suggest  ideas, 
without  leading  to  a  decision. 

'*  Among  the  moat  distinguished  speakers  in  the  Select  Society  were  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  Mr.  Wedderbum,  Mr.  Andrew  Pringle,  Lord  Kamea,  Mr.  Walter  Stewart, 
Lord  Elibank,  and  Dr.  Bobertsoo.  The  Bight  Honourable  Charles  Townshend 
spoke  once.    David  Hume  and  Adam  Smith  never  opened  their  lips. 

"  The  Society  was  also  much  obliged  to  Dr.  Alexander  Monro^  senior,  Sir 
Alexander  Dick,  and  Mr.  Patrick  Murray,  Adyocate,  who,  by  their  constant  attend- 
ance and  readiness  on  evexy  subject,  supported  the  debate  during  the  first  year  of 
the  establiahment,  when  otherwiae  it  would  haye  goat  heavily  on.  The  aame  part 
was  afterwards  more  ably  perfanned  by  Lord  Monboddo,  Lord  TCKlMmV^  md  the 
Reverend  William  Wilkie,  all  of  whom  had  the  peculiar  talent  of  suj[yportmg  their 
paradoxical  teneta  by  an  inexhauatible  fund  of  humour  and  argument" 

[It  appears  from  the  minutea^  of  the  Select  Society,  that  although  Mr.  Hume 
and  Mr.  Smith  took  no  active  part  in  the  literary  discussions  which  came  be&ra  it, 
both  of  them  filled  the  chair  as  presidents,  upon  difierent  occaaions.  On  the  19th 
of  June  1754,  (the  second  meeting*  of  the  Society  after  its  institution,)  the  minutes 
bear  that,  "  Mr.  Adam  Smith,  Prtses,  did  name  the  following  queations  to  be  the 
subject  of  debate  on  the  Wedneaday  following,  vis. : — 

"  1.  Whether  a  general  Naturaliaation  of  foreign  Proteatants  would  be  advan- 
tageoua  to  Britain? 

"  2.  Whether  bountaea  on  the  exportation  of  com  be  advantageous  to  trade  and 
manuftotures,  as  well  as  to  agricnltoie  ?" 

The  following  abort  minute,  when  considered  in  connexion  with  some  of  Mr. 
Hume's  subsequent  publicationa,  ia  also  an  olgect  of  ourioaity. 

*'  EdkUmrgk,  4A  Deember  1764. 

"  Mr.  Datid  Hino,  Pmei, 

"  Hie  Society  entered  upon  the  debate  of  the  question  appointed  for  thia 
night,  via. : — 

'*  Whether  ought  we  to  prefer  ancient  or  modem  manners  with  regard  to  the 
condition  and  treatment  of  women?  And  after  some  leaaoning  and  speeches  on 
that  sufcrject,  the  question  named  by  the  Pkesident,  and  allowed  by  the  Society,  for 
the  sulgect  of  the  ensumg  night's  debate,  wi 


'  Hew  lathe  powiwtBD  of  Mr.  WflUaa  Qlb,  *Mi.  JUoaadflr  Woddabum  was  la  tiba 

tUadtr-mwartan  to  tt»  Ikenlty  ci  Advaoale^)       ehalr  at  the  flat  moatta^,  whan  littla  aoH»  lo 


to  whoaa  obliging  attaotion  in  tlito  eommvBka-  huf  baan  dona,  bat  tfaaappointmaat  of  Walt» 
tion,  aa  wall  aa  oa  maaj  oClMr  oecailoBa>  I  Ooodall  (tba  vindlaatar  of  Qaaaa  Maiy)  aa 
bafe  baen  maoh  ladabtad.  Olafk  to  tba  flociaiy. 
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"  Whethei  the  difference  of  natioDal  characters  be  chiefly  owing  to  the  natare  of 
different  climates,  or  to  moral  and  political  causes? 
'*  Then  the  President  left  the  chair. 

"  David  Huiib.** 

To  these  extracts  I  shall  only  add  a  few  sentences  from  the  minntes  of  Angnst 
7,  1754,  as  a  specimen  of  the  subjects  which  then  entered  into  the  discussions  of 
the  first  literary  circle  in  Edinburgh.  Some  of  them  towards  the  end  of  the  list, 
(independently  of  the  interest  they  deriye  from  Tarious  names  which  were  soon 
afterwards  to  become  so  illustrious,)  are  not  without  their  value,  as  documents  of 
the  changes  which  have  since  taken  place  in  the  state  of  national  manners,  and  in 
the  common  topics  of  ai^ument  among  speculative  men. 

"  Mr.  Patrick  Muxrat,  iVefes. 

"  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  Questions,  read  to  the 
Society  several  questions  received  by  the  Committee,  which  were  all  read  and 
approved  of,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  book  of  questions. 

"  The  questions  received  were  as  follows ' — 

"  Whetiier  the  number  of  banks  now  in  Scotland  be  usefol  to  the  trade  of  that 
country  ?    And  whether  paper  credit  be  advantageous  to  a  nation  ? 

"  Whether  the  bounty  ^ould  be  continued  on  the  exportation  of  low-priced 
linens  made  in  Scotland? 

"  Whether  the  common  practice  in  Scotland  of  distributing  money  to  the  poor 
in  their  own  houses,  or  the  receiring  the  poor  into  workhouses  and  hospitals,  be 
most  advantageous  ? 

"  Whether,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  this  country,  it  be  most  advantageous 
to  increase  tillage  or  graas  ? 

"  Whether  Brutus  did  well  in  killing  CsBsar? 

"  Whether  the  repenting-stool  ought  to  be  taken  away? 

"  The  Committee  having  refused  the  following  question — ^Whether  the  law  of 
Queen  Joan  of  Naples,  allowing  licensed  stews,  would  be  advantageous  to  a  nation  ? 
Mr.  Wedderbum,  who  proposed  it,  appealed  to  the  Society,  and  the  detennination 
of  the  appeal  was  delayed  till  next  Session." 


A  printed  list  of  the  Members  having  been  accidentally  preserved  by  Dr. 
Carlyle,  I  need  make  no  apology  for  giving  it  a  place  in  this  Appendix,  as  a  me- 
morial of  the  state  of  Literary  Society  in  Edinburgh  forty  years  ago. 

List  cfthe  Memhers  cfihe  Select  Society,  VliK  October,  1759.' 

Rev.  J.  Jardine,  Minister  in  Edinburgh.  Allan  Ramsay,  (afterwards  Painter  to 

Francis  Home,  M J).  his  Mijesty.) 

Adam  Smith,   Professor  of  Ethics  at  James   Burnet,  Advocate,  (afterwards 

Glasgow.  Lord  Monboddo.) 

Alexander    Wedderbum,    (afterwards  John  Campbell,  Advocate,  (afterwards 

Lord  Chancellor.)  Lord  Stonefield.) 
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BeT.  Alexander   Carlyle,  Minitter  at 

Inyeresk. 
William  Johnaton,  Adyocatei  (aftenrarda 

Sir  William  Pnltenej.) 
James  SteTenaon  Bogera,  Advocate. 
David  Hume. 
John    Swinton,  Advocate,  (afkerwarda 

Lord  Swinton.) 
Patrick  Morraj,  Advocate. 
Patrick  Hume  of  Billji  Advocate. 
Alexander  Stevenaon,  MJ). 
Walter  Stewart,  Advocate. 
John  Home,  (Author  of  Douglaa.) 
Bohert  Alexander,  Merchant. 
James  Boaaell,  (afterwaida  Ptofoaaor  of 

Nataral  Philowphy.) 
George  Gocklram,  Advocate. 
David  aerk,  M.D. 
Qeorge  Brown,  (Lord  Coalston.) 
Bev.  "V^^lliam  Bobertaon,  Miniiter  in 

Edinborgh. 
John  Fletcher,  (Qeneral  Fletcher  Camp- 

beU.) 
Alexander  Agnew,  Advocate. 
John  Hope,  M.D. 
Sir  David  Dabymple,  Advocate,  (after- 

warda  Lord  Hailes.) 
Gilbert  Elliot,  one  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty. 
Sir  Harry  Erskine,  Bart 
Bev.  Hogh  Blair,  one  of  the  Ministers 

of  Edinburgh. 
Andrew  Staart^  (afterwards  M.P.  for 

WeymoQih.) 
Charles  Fysch  PiJmer. 
George  Morrison,  Advocate. 
Andrew  Pringle,  (Lord  Aylemoor.) 
Alexander  Monro,  Sen.,  M  J). 
David  Boss,  Advocate,  (afterwards  Lord 

Ankerville.) 
Bight  Hon.  Patrick  Lord  Elibank. 
Eari  of  Glaagow. 
Sir  Alexander  Dick,  BarL 
Bobert  Arbnthnot,  (afterwards  Secretary 

to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  Mann- 

factores,  &c.) 
Adam  Fairholme,  Merchant  in  Edin- 
burgh. 
Major  James  Edmonatone. 
Charies  Hamilton  Gordon,  Advocate. 


James  Fergnason  of  Pitfonr,  Jnn.,  Ad- 
vocate. 

David  Kennedy,  Advocate,  (afterwarda 
Earl  of  Caasillis.) 

John  Dalzymple,  Advocate,  (afterwaida 
Baron  of  Exchequer.) 

Major  Bobert  Murray,  (afterwards  Sir 
Bobert  Murray.) 

Bev.  Bobert  Wallace,  Minister  in  Edin- 
burgh. 

John  Gordon,  Advocate. 

Alexander  Maxwell,  Merchant  in  Edia- 

DUgh. 

John  Contta,  Merohaat  in  Edinbmgfa. 

Wmiam  Tod,  Merchant  in  Edinborgh. 

Tbomaa  Millar,  (afterwards  PnsidMit  of 
the  Court  of  Session.) 

Bobert  Chalmers. 

Mr.  Baron  Grant 

Captain  James  Stewart 

Sir  John  Stewart,  Advocate. 

James  Guthrie,  Merchant 

Charlea  Congalton,  Soigeoo  in  Edin- 
burgh. 

Bev.  William  WiUde,  ICnister  at  Eatho. 

John  Monro,  Advocate. 

Captain  Bobert  Dooglaa. 

Alexander  Tait,  Writer  in  Edmboigh. 

George  Chahners,  Merchant  in  Edin- 
Durgn. 

Colonel  Ooghton,  (afterwaida  Sir  Adol- 
phns  Onghton.) 

John  Adam,  Architect. 

Bobert  White,  M.D. 

Heniy  Home,  (Lord  Eames.) 

James  Montgomeiyl  Advocate,  (after- 
warda Chief  Baron  of  Exchequer.) 

David  Dahymple,  Advocate^  (afterwards 
LordWestalL) 

Bev.  George  Kt^,  Minister  in  Edin- 
burgh. 

George  Muir,  Clerk  of  Justiciary. 

George  Clerk,  (sfterwarda  Sir  George 
Clerk.) 

lieut-CdL  Archibald  Montgomery, 
(afterwards  Earl  of  Eglinton.) 

Bight  Honourable  Lord  Deskfbord. 

Bobert  Beny,  Advocate. 

Adam  Aoatin,  MJ).; 

Lient-CoL  Moigan. 
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€^rg<e  DrammoDd,  (Lord  Prorost  of 

Edinburgh.) 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 
Alexander  Boswell,  (Lord  Aucbinleck.) 
Alexander   Udnej,    CommiBsioner    of 

Exciae. 
Bev.    Greorge   Wialiart,    Minister    in 

Edinbuigh. 
Bigbt  Honourable  Lord  Belhaven. 
Francis  Garden,  AdTocate,  (afterwards 

Lord  Gardenstone.) 
David  Bae,  Advocate,  (afterwards  Lord 

Justice  Clerk.) 
Mansfield  Gardonnel,  Commissioner  of 

Excise. 
Bight  Honourable  Lord  Aberdour. 
John  Murray  of  Fhiliphaugh,  Advocate. 
William  I^tler,  Writer  to  the  Signet, 

(Author  of  the  Vindication  of  Quun 

Colin  Drummond,  M.D. 

Bobert  Dundas,  (afterwards  President 

of  the  Court  of  Session.) 
Stamp  Brooksbanks. 
William  Naime,  Advocate,  (afterwards 

Lord  Dunsinnan.) 
James  Adam,  Architect. 
Captain  Charles  Erskine. 
Hugh  Dalrjmple,  Advocate,  (Author 

tdBodohdo.) 
Jkoim  Hay,  Surgeon. 
Mr.  Baron  Erskine,  (afterwards  Lord 

Alva.) 
John  Clerk,  (Author  ^IfaoaL  Taetic$) 
John  M'Gkwan,  Jun.,  Writer  in  Edin- 

bm^h. 
Earl  of  Galloway. 


John  Graham  of  Dongaldston. 

James  Carmichael,  Writer  to  the 
Signet. 

Adam  Fexguson,  (afterwards  l^rofessor 
of  Moral  Philosophy.) 

George  Drummond  of  Blair. 

WilUam  CuUen,  MJD. 

Hay  Campbell,  Advocate,  afterwards 
President  of  the  Court  of  Session.) 

Alexander  Murray,  Advocate,  (after- 
wards Lord  Henderlasd.) 

Bev.  Bobert  Dick. 

Bight  Honourable  Lord  Gray. 

EarlofErrol. 

James  Dewar,  Advocate. 

Captain  David  Weddarbnm. 

Mijor  James  Dalrymple. 

Archibald  Hamilton,  M.D. 

Andrew  Cheap. 

Andrew  Crosbie,  Advocate. 

Earl  of  Aboyne. 

Adam  Fergusson,  Advocate,  (afterwards 
Sir  Adam  Fergusson.) 

Earl  of  Selkirk. 

John  Turton. 

Cosmo  Gordon,  (afterwards  one  of  the 
Barons  of  Exchequer.) 

Bight  Honourable  Lord  Gairiies. 

Earl  of  Sutherland. 

Captain  Dougald  CampbelL 

Honourable  Greorge  Bamsay,  Advocate. 

EariofBoeebexy. 

Earl  of  CassOlis,  Advocate. 

William  Graham,  Advocate. 

John  Pringle  of  Crichton. 

Bight  Honourable  Charles  Townshend. 

George  Wallace. 


Note  B,  p.  115. 

Fbou  WnjjJLM  Stbahah,  Esq.,  to  Db.  Bobsbtbon. 

LoHDOv,  Ftb,  28, 1759. 
Bbt.  Sib, — When  I  received  your  farewell  letter  on  the  oondusion  of  your  History, 
I  was  determined  not  to  answer  it  till  I  could  tell  you,  with  certainty,  and  from  my 
own  personal  knowledge,  what  reception  it  met  with  in  this  place.  And  what  I 
am  going  to  tell  you,  I  daresay  you  have  had  from  many  of  your  friends  long  ago. 
Ko  matter  for  that.  Eveiy  man,  and  especially  one  in  my  way,  has  an  opportunity 
to  hear  the  public  sentiments  through  many  different  channels.  I  have  now  waited 
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till  I  could  be  fully  informed ;  and  at  I  have  been  partienlarly  eoHcitona  to  proenra 
anthentio  intelligenoe,  70a  will  not  be  displeaaed  at  mj  oonfirmmg  what  70a  have 
heard  before,  as  we  love  to  eee  a  piece  of  good  news  in  the  OtuetUt  (ezonse  the 
Tsnity  of  the  comparison,)  even  thoogh  we  have  read  it  a  month  before  in  aU  the 
other  papers.  I  don't  remember  to  have  heard  any  book  so  vniversally  approved 
by  the  best  judges,  for  what  are  sold  jet,  have  been  only  to  such.  The  people  in 
the  ooontxy  know  nothing  of  it,  unless  from  the  advertisements ;  and  a  Sutorff  of 
Scotland  hi  no  Teiy  enticing  title.  But  many  of  the  first  distinction  in  town  have 
perused  it  with  great  satisfaction.  They  wonder  how  a  Scotch  parson,  and  who 
had  never  been  out  of  Scotland,  could  be  able  to  write  in  so  correct,  so  dear,  so 
manly,  and  so  nervous  a  style.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  par- 
ticular, prefers  the  style  to  that  of  Bolingbroke,  and  everybody  that  I  have  either 
seen  or  heard  of,  thinks  it  one  of  the  very  best  performances  that  has  been  ezhifaited 
for  many  years.  As  these  are  not  superficial  judges,  yon  nuty  be  assured  that  the 
fame  you  have  acquired  will  be  permanent,  and  not  only  permanent,  but  extending 
daily.  Next  week  yon  will  see  some  extracts  from  it  in  the  Chromdei  which  will 
serve  to  give  the  people  at  a  distance  from  town  some  idea  of  its  excellence ;  but 
without  that,  or  anything  else,  the  report  of  those  who  have  read  it  in  London,  will 
soon  spread  its  reputation ;  for  the  capital  always  gives  the  lead  in  this  way  as  well 
as  in  most  other  cases.  The  impression,  therefore,  certainly  will  be  gone  before 
another  can  be  got  ready.  Mr.  Millar  has  wrote  to  yon  already  about  revising  it 
for  another  edition,  and  I  think  the  sooner  you  send  np  some  of  the  sheets  the 
better,  that  no  time  may  be  lost.  Does  not  this  answer  your  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations ?  For  indeed  a  more  &vourable  reception  could  not  be  hoped  for.  I 
most  sincerely  wish  you  joy  of  your  success,  and  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  it 
will  have  aU  the  good  effects  upon  your  future  fortunes  which  you  could  possibly 
hope  for,  or  expect  Much  depended  upon  the  first  performance ;  that  trial  b  now 
hapjnly  over,  and  henceforth  you  will  sail  with  a  fovourable  gale.  In  truth,  to 
acquire  such  a  flood  of  reputation  from  writing  on  a  sulject  in  itself  so  unpopular 
in  this  oonntiy,  is  neither  a  common,  nor  a  contemptible  conquest.  I  will  not 
trouble  yon  more  on  a  suljeot  of  which  you  must  needs  have  heard  a  great  deal 
from  hence  lately.  I  rqoice  in  your  good  fortune,  and  am  with  much  esteem  and 
smoerity.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Will.  SniBAV. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Strshan's  son,  forms  an  interssting  oounteipert  to 
the  foregoing  article : — 

FnoM  AvDKBW  SnuBAH,  Esq.,  to  Db.  Bobsbtbov. 

LoBDOir,  19th  November  1792. 

Dbab  Sib, — Being  at  the  sea-side,  in  Sussex,  when  I  receiyed  your  favour  of  the 
26th  nit.,  I  have  had  no  opportunity  till  now  of  acknowledging  it,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  informing  myself  of  the  state  of  the  edition,  so  as  to  answer  your 
question. 

Mr.  Cadell  (who  is  now  with  me,  and  who  desires  to  be  affectionately  remem- 
bered) is  of  opinion  with  me,  that  we  should  take  the  ensuing  season  of  ships 
•ailing  to  India  to  rednoe  the  quartos.    But  we  will  print  an  edition  in  octavo^  next 
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summer,  whatever  may  then  be  the  state  of  the  former,  and  we  w31  thank  70a  for 
a  correct  copy  at  year  leisure. 

The  fomteenth  edition  of  your  "SooUand"  will  be  published  in  the  course  of  the 
winter,  during  which  it  is  our  intention  to  advertise  all  your  works  strongly  in  all 
the  papers.  And  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  you,  that  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  sale  of  your  writings,  your  literary  reputation  is  daily  inoreasing. — ^I  am, 
with  much  esteem,  &c. 

Note  C,  p.  119. 

The  praise  contained  in  the  following  letter,  (though  less  profusely  bestowed 
than  by  some  other  of  Dr.  Bobertson's  correspondents,)  will  not  appear  of  small 
yalue  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  writer,  and  with  his 
accurate  researches  into  the  antiquities  of  Scotland. 

Fbou  8»  David  Dalbtmple  [Lobd  Hailbs]  to  Db.  BoBssnoH. 

£DiirBUBOH,  20th  Feb.  1776. 

Dbab  Szb, — ^I  am  very  happy  in  your  fisvourable  acceptance  of  the  Annalt  of 
Scotland.  Even  your  opinion  is  not  enough  to  make  me  think  of  going  beyond  ihe 
Bestoration  of  James  I.  Your  sketch  of  the  history  from  that  time  to  Hie  death 
of  James  V .  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  deter  me.  It  is  very  possible  that  in  your 
delineation  of  the  history  of  the  five  Jameses,  there  may  be  errors  and  omissions, 
but  you  have  drawn  all  the  characters  with  such  historical  truth,  that  if  I  were  to 
work  on  the  same  ground,  I  might  spoil  and  overcharge  the  canvas ;  at  the  same 
time,  the  reader  would  not  see  himself  in  a  strange  country,— every  object  would 
be  £uniliar  to  him.  There  is  another  reason,  and  that  is  a  political  one,  for  my 
stopping  short.  Many  readers  might  take  it  for  granted  that  I  would  write  dis- 
favourably  of  the  Stewarts,  from  prejudice  of  education  or  frmily.  Other  readers 
might  suspect  my  impartiality,  and  thus  there  would  be  little  prospect  of  my  being 
favourably  heard.  If  I  have  health  to  finish  my  plan,  I  propose  to  go  back  into 
the  Laws  of  Scotland.  That  is  a  work  of  which  I  must  not  lose  sight,  after  I  have 
laboured  so  long  upon  it.^ 

I  send  you  a  book  which  I  have  republished,  and  beg  your  acceptance  of  it. — 
I  am.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servant. 

Day.  Dalbtmple. 

The  following  letters,  which  have  been  kindly  communicated  to  me  by  a  friend 
of  Lord  Hailes,  ascertain  some  important  dates  with  respect  to  the  progress  of 
Dr.  Bobertson's  studies : — 

Db.  Bobbbtbob  to  [Sib  David  Dalbthplb,  afierwardt]  Lobd  Hailbs. 

Gladsmuib,  22d  Oct.  1753. 
Sib, — ^I  intend  to  employ  some  of  the  idle  time  of  this  winter  in  making  a  more 
diligent  inquiry  than  ever  I  have  done  into  that  period  of  Scots  History  from 

1  It  Is  moch  to  be  regretted  that  the  work  whldi  he  had  Mlong  beeUnred  attentioD,  eoald 

here  aUoded  to  by  Lord  Bailee  was  neTeroaixied  not  fiU  to  be  of  great  value;  and  il  Is  to  be 

into  o<nnplete  exeeotion.    The  fragmenti,  how-  hoped  that  thaj  will  one  day  be  onmmnniflatBd 

ever»  ci  meh  a  wziter,  rtlative  to  a  lubiMt  on  to  the  pabUa 

VOL.  X.  0 
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tlie  deitli  of  King  James  Y.  to  the  death  of  Queen  Mary.  I  hare  the  more 
oommon  hiatories  of  that  time,  aooh  aa  BnohanaD,  Spottiawoode,  and  Knox ;  hot 
there  are  aereral  ooUeotiona  of  papers  bj  AnderMo,  Jebb,  Forbea,  and  others, 
which  I  know  not  how  to  come  at.  I  am  persoaded  yon  have  moat  of  these  hooka 
in  j(mr  lihrary,  and  I  flatter  myself  yon  will  be  so  good  aa  to  allow  me  the  nse  of 
them.  Ton  know  better  what  books  to  send  me,  and  what  will  be  neoeasaiy  to 
gire  any  light  to  thia  part  of  history,  than  I  do  what  to  ask,  and  therefore  I  lBtt?e 
the  particniar  books  to  yonr  own  choioe,  which  yonll  pleaae  order  to  be  given  to 
my  senrant.  Whatever  yon  send  me  shall  be  need  with  mnch  csie,  and  retomed 
with  great  ponotaaUty.  I  beg  yon  may  forgive  this  troaUe. — ^I  sm,  with  grsat 
r6spect,&c. 

Dn.  BoBiBisov  TO  [Sm  David  Dalbtmplb,  e^ienoards]  Lobd  Hailes. 

Gladsmuib,  2M  Jufy  1757. 
8m, — ^I  have  now  got  forward  to  die  year  1660,  and  as  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  steer  diroagh  Gowrie's  conspiracy  without  yonr  gnidance,  I  mnst  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  friendly  offer  yon  waa  pleased  to  make  me,  and  apply  to  yon  for 
such  books  and  papers  as  yon  think  to  be  necessary  for  my  purpose.  Iwouldwiah 
to  give  an  aoenrate  and  rational  aooonnt  of  the  matter,  but  not  very  minute.  I 
have  in  my  poseession  Galderwood*s  MSS.,  and  all  the  oommon  printed  histories ; 
but  I  have  neither  Lord  Gromarty**  aooount,  nor  any  other  piece  particularly  relft> 
tive  to  the  conspiracy.  I  beg  yon  may  supply  me  with  as  many  as  you  can,  and 
direct  me  to  anything  yon  think  may  be  uaefuL  The  papers  yon  are  pleased  to 
communicate  to  me  shall  be  shewn  to  no  human  creatnie,  and  no  farther  use  ahall 
be  made  of  diem  than  you  permit  My  servant  will  take  great  care  of  whatever 
hooks  or  papers  yon  give  him.  I  need  not  say  how  aensihle  I  am  of  the  good  will 
with  which  you  are  pleased  to  instruct  me  in  this  curious  point  of  histoiy,  nor  how 
much  I  expect  to  profit  by  it.— I  ever  am,  &o. 

Dm.  BoBBBisov  TO  [Sm  David  Dalbtxplb,  aftenoords]  Lobd  Hailbs. 

EDDnuBOH,  M  November  1758. 
Sm, — ^I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  you  indoeed  a  Preface  to  my  book,  which 
I  have  juat  now  written.  I  find  it  very  diflScnlt  for  a  man  to  speak  of  himaelf  with 
any  decency  through  three  or  four  pagea.  Unluckily  I  have  been  obliged  to  write 
it  in  the  utmost  hurry,  as  Strshan  is  clamouring  for  it  I  think  it  waa  necessary 
to  say  aU  in  it  that  I  have  said,  and  yet  it  looks  too  like  a  puff.  I  send  it  to  you, 
not  only  that  you  may  do  me  die  favour  to  correct  any  inaccuracies  in  the  compo- 
sition, but  because  there  is  a  paragr^h  in  it  which  I  would  not  presume  to  publish 
without  your  permission,  though  I  have  taken  care  to  word  it  so  modestly  that  a 
man  might  have  said  it  of  himaelf.  As  I  must  send  off  the  Preface  by  to-morraw*8 
post,  I  must  beg  the  favour  that  you  would  return  it  widi  your  remarka  to-morrow 
morning.  I  would  wish,  if  possible,  that  I  had  time  to  show  it  to  Blair.— I  am, 
with  great  respect  &c 


The  letters  which  foDow,  (stthough  written  many  yean  aflerwarJaJ-  ay^, 
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witboot  impropriety,  be  introdnoed  here,  as  they  all  rekte  more  or  leas  to  the 
Hittary  iff  aeoOimd. 

Db.  Bobbbtbov  to  Lord  HAn.ia. 

CoLLBOB,  FA.  10, 1776. 

Mt  Lobd, — ^I  hope  your  Lordship  will  forgive  me  for  having  deferred  ao  long  to 
retom  yon  my  best  thanka  for  the  yery  acceptable  preaent  which  yon  were  pleaaed 
to  Bend  me.  Previooa  to  doing  this,  I  wiahed  to  have  the  aatia£Mtion  of  pemaing 
the  Amah  again,  and  the  opinion  I  had  formed  of  their  merit,  ia  in  no  degree 
diminiahed  by  an  attentive  review  of  them  in  their  preaent  dreaa. 

Yon  have  given  anthenticity  and  order  to  a  period  of  onr  Hiatory  which  baa 
hitherto  been  deetitate  of  both,  and  a  Scotchman  baa  now  the  pleaaore  of  being 
able  to  pranoonce  what  ia  tme,  and  what  ia  fabnlooa  in  the  early  part  of  oar 
national  atoiy.  As  I  have  no  donbt  with  reapect  to  the  raception  which  this  part 
of  the  AnnaUf  though  perhapa  the  least  intereating,  will  meet  with,  I  flatter  myself 
that  yonr  Lordship  will  go  on  with  the  work.  Allow  me,  on  the  paUio  accoont,  to 
hope  that  yon  have  not  fixed  the  Aooettitm  of  Jam»  /.  as  an  impassable  boui- 
dary  beyond  which  yon  are  not  to  advance.  It  ia  at  that  period  the  more  in- 
teresting age  of  our  history  oommences.  From  thence  the  regolar  aeriea  of  oar 
lawa  begins.  Daring  the  reign  of  the  Jameses,  many  things  still  reqoire  the  inves- 
tigation of  snch  an  accarate  and  patient  inqoirer  aa  year  Lordship.  I  hope  that 
what  I  have  done  in  my  review  of  that  period,  will  be  no  reatraint  on  yonr  Lord- 
ship in  entering  opon  that  field.  My  view  of  it  was  a  general  one  that  did  not 
require  the  minute  accuraey  of  a  chronological  research,  and  if  yon  diacover  either 
omiasions  or  mistakes  in  it,  (and  I  daresay  you  will  discover  both,)  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  your  supplying  the  one,  and  correcting  the  other.  Your  atricturea  on  me 
will  not  be  made  with  a  hostile  hand,  and  I  had  much  rather  that  those  were 
made  than  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  that  I  shall  reap  firom  your  completing 
your  work.  As  £sr  as  I  can  jodge  by  the  opinion  of  those  with  whom  I  convene, 
the  poblio  wish  is,  that  you  abonld  oontinne  your  AimaU  at  least  to  the  death  of 
James  V.  I  most  heartily  join  my  voice  to  this  general  desire,  and  wish  yoa 
health  to  go  on  with  what  will  be  so  much  for  the  honour  of  your  country.— I  am, 
with  great  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship*s  most  obedient  and  moat 
bumble  servant. 

Db.  BoBEBTSOir  to  Lobd  Hailbs. 

Ck>LLBaB,  Maireh  13, 1776. 

Mt  Lobd, — ^When  I  took  the  liberty  of  applying  to  your  Lordship  laat  week,  I 
unluckily  did  not  advert  to  the  buxry  of  business  during  the  last  week  of  the 
Session.  Li  compliance  with  yonr  request,  I  shall,  without  preamble  or  H^otogy, 
mention  what  induced  me  to  trouble  your  Lordship. 

I  am  now  in  the  twen^r^ghth  year  of  my  authorship,  and  the  proprietors  ef  the 
Hxitory  of  SooUand  purpose  to  end  the  second  fourteen  years  of  their  copyright 
splendidly,  by  publishing  two  new  editions  of  that  book,  one  in  quarto,  and  another 
in  octavo.  Thia  has  induced  me  to  make  a  general  review  of  the  whole  work,  and 
to  avail  myself  both  of  the  remarks  of  my  fiiends,  and  the  atricturea  of  those  who 
difier  from  me  in  opinion.    I  mean  not  to  take  the  field  as  a  controversial  writer, 
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or  to  state  myself  in  q>po8ition  to  any  antsgonist.  Wherever  I  am  satisfied  that 
I  have  fallen  into  errors,  I  shall  quietly,  and  without  relnctanoe,  correct  it. 
Wherever  I  think  my  sentiments  right  and  well  established,  they  shall  stand.— In 
some  few  places,  I  shall  illnstrate  what  I  have  written,  by  materials  and  facts  which 
I  have  discovered  since  the  first  publication  of  my  book.  These  additions  will  not, 
I  hope,  be  very  balky,  but  they  will  contribute,  as  I  imagine,  to  throw  light  on 
several  events  which  have  been  mistaken,  or  misrepresented.  I  shall  take  care, 
on  account  of  the  purchasers  of  former  editions,  that  all  the  addxtaons  and 
alterations  of  sny  importance,  shall  be  published  separately,  both  in  quarto  and 
octavo. 

As  I  know  how  thoroughly  your  Lordship  is  acquainted  with  every  transaction 
in  Queen  Mary's  reign,  and  with  how  much  accuracy  you  are  accustomed  to 
examine  historical  fiEusts,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  requested  of  you,  that  if  any 
error  or  omission  in  my  book  had  occurred  to  you  in  the  perusal  of  it,  you  would 
be  so  obliging  as  to  communicate  your  sentiments  to  me.  I  shall  certainly  receive 
such  communications  with  much  attention  and  gratitude.— You  have  set  me  right 
with  respect  to  the  Act  1 9th  April  1567,  but  I  think  that  I  can  satisiy  your  Lordship 
that  it  was  esteemed  in  that  age,  and  was  really  a  concession  of  greater  importance 
to  the  refonned  than  yon  seem  to  apprehend.  I  beg  leave  to  desire  that,  if  you 
have  any  remarks  to  communicate,  they  may  be  sent  soon,  as  the  booksellers  are 
impatient.  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken. — ^I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant 

Db.  Bobbbtboh  to  Lobd  Hin.in. 

GoLLBOB  OF  EniBBUBaH,  Morek  20, 1786. 

Mt  Lqbd, — I  consider  it  as  an  unfortunate  accident  for  me,  that  your  Lordship 
happened  to  be  so  much  preK>ccnpied  at  the  time  when  I  took  the  liberty  of  apply- 
ing to  you.  I  return  you  thanks  fm  the  oommunioation  of  your  Notes  on  the  Acts 
of  Parliament.  Besides  the  entertsinment  and  instruction  I  received  from  the 
perusal  of  them,  I  found  some  things  of  use  to  me,  and  I  have  availed  myself  of  the 
permission  you  was  pleased  to  give  me. 

I  mentioned  to  your  Lordship  that  I  diffsred  a  little  from  you  about  the  eflEsot  of 
the  Act  April  19, 1567.  I  inclose  a  copy  both  of  the  text  corrected,  as  I  intend  to 
publish  it  in  the  new  edition,  and  of  a  note  which  I  shall  add  to  explain  my  idea 
of  the  import  of  the  Act.  I  request  of  your  Lordship  to  peruse  it,  and  if  in  any  part 
it  meets  not  with  your  approbation,  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know.  Please  to  return 
it  as  soon  as  you  can,  that  I  may  communicate  it,  and  any  other  additions  and 
alterations,  to  Mr.  Davidson,  who  has  promised  to  revise  them. 

In  1776,  your  Lordship  published  the  Secret  Correepondmoe  of  Sir  E,  CfeeU  toUh 
Jamee  VI.  I  have  not  a  copy  of  it,  and  have  been  unsuccessful  in  my  application 
for  one  to  some  of  my  friends.  If  you  have  a  copy,  and  wiU  be  so  good  as  to  allow 
me  the  use  of  it,  I  shall  return  it  with  the  greatest  care,  as  I  do  herewith  the  notes 
I  received  from  your  Lordship.  I  have  attended  to  the  Notes  in  Bannatyne's 
Poems.  I  have  the  Hamilton  MSB.  in  three  volumes  folio.  They  are  curious.— -I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship^  obedient  and 
obliged  humble  servant. 

I  shall  subjoin  some  extracts  from  Mr.  Hume's  letters  to  Dr.  Bobertson,  written 
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about  this  period,  and  a  few  other  pasaagea  from  differeDt  correspondents.  Hey 
teem  to  me  worthy  of  preeervation,  although  the  extraneous  matter  they  contain 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  incorporate  them  with  my  narrative. 

Mb.  Hums  to  Dx.  Bobbbxsgh. 

LovDoir,  LisLB  SnxBT,  IBth  Nov,  1758. 

Mt  dbax  Sir, — According  to  your  permission,  I  have  always  got  your  corrected 
sheets  from  Strahan ;  and  am  glad  to  find,  that  we  shall  agree  in  almost  all  the 
material  parts  of  our  history.  Your  resolution  to  assert  the  authenticity  of  Maiy's 
letter  to  Bothwell,  with  the  consequence  which  must  necessarily  follow,  removes 
the  chief  point  in  which,  I  apprehend,  we  should  differ.  There  remain,  however, 
two  other  points  where  I  have  not  the  g^ood  fortune  to  agree  with  you,  viz. : — the 
violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Perth  by  Mary  of  Ghiise,  and  the  innooency  of  Mary  with 
regard  to  Babington's  conspiracy ;  hut  as  I  had  wrote  notes  upon  these  passages, 
the  public  must  judge  between  us.  Only  allow  me  to  say,  that  even  if  you  be  in 
the  right  with  regard  to  the  last,  (of  which,  notwithstanding  my  deference  to  your 
authority,  J  cannot  perceive  the  least  appearance,)  yon  are  certainly  too  short  and 
abrupt  in  handling  it.  I  believe  you  go  contrary  to  received  opinion ;  and  the 
point  was  of  consequence  enough  to  merit  a  note  or  a  dissertation. 

There  is  still  another  point  in  which  we  differ,  and  which  reduced  me  to  great 
perplexity.  You  told  me  that  all  historians  had  been  mistaken  with  regard  to 
James's  behaviour  on  his  mother's  trial  and  execution,  that  he  was  not  really  the 
pious  son  he  pretended  to  be,  that  the  appearances  which  deceived  the  world,  were 
put  on  at  the  solicitation  of  the  French  ambassador,  Courcelles,  and  that  I  should 
find  all  this  proved  by  a  manuscript  of  Dr.  Campbell's.  1  accordingly  spoke  of  the 
matter  to  Dr.  Campbell,  who  confirmed  what  yon  said,  with  many  additions  and 
amplifications.  I  desired  to  have  the  manuscript,  which  he  sent  me.  But  great 
was  my  surprise,  when  I  found  the  contrary  in  every  page,  many  praises  bestowed 
on  the  King's  piety  both  by  Courcelles  and  the  French  Court ;  his  real  grief  and 
resentment  painted  in  the  strongest  colours ;  resolutions  even  taken  by  him  to  finm 
an  alliance  with  Philip  of  Spain,  in  order  to  get  revenge ;  repeated  advices  given 
him  by  Courcelles  and  the  French  ministers,  rather  to  conceal  his  resentment,  till 
a  proper  opportunity  offered  of  taking  vengeance.  What  most  displeased  me  in 
this  afiair  was,  that  as  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  follow  the  ordinary  tenor  of  the 
printed  historian,  while  you  appealed  to  manuscript,  it  would  be  necessary  for  me 
to  appeal  to  the  same  manuscripts,  to  give  extracts  of  them,  and  to  oppose  your 
conchxsions.  Though  I  know  that  I  could  execute  this  matter  in  a  firiendly  and 
obliging  manner  for  you,  yet  I  own  that  I  was  very  uneasy  at  finding  myself  onder 
a  necessity  of  observing  anything  which  might  appear  a  mistake  in  your  narration. 
But  there  came  to  me  a  man  this  morning,  who,  as  I  £uicied,  gave  me  the  key  of 
the  difficulty,  but  without  freeing  me  from  my  perplexity.  This  was  a  man  com- 
monly employed  by  Millar  and  Strahan  to  decipher  manuscripts.  He  brought  me 
a  letter  of  yours  to  Strahan,  where  you  desired  him  to  apply  to  me  in  order  to 
point  out  the  passages  proper  to  be  inserted  in  your  Appendix,  and  proper  to  prove 
the  assertion  of  your  text.  You  add  there,  these  letters  are  in  the  French  language. 
I  immediately  concluded  that  you  had  not  read  the  manuscripts,  but  had  taken  it 
on  Dr.  Campbell's  word :  for  the  letters  are  in  English,  transited  by  I  know  not 
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whom  from  the  French.  I  ooold  do  nothing  on  this  oooaaion  but  danre  SinJun 
to  itop  the  preM  in  printing  the  Appendix,  and  stay  tiU  I  wrote  to  700.  If  I 
ooald  perraade  yon  to  change  the  nairatioa  (tf  the  text,  that  aheet  could  be  eanly 
cancelled,  and  an  Appendix  formed  proper  to  confirm  an  oppoaite  aoconnt.  If  70a 
atill  persist  in  jour  opinion,  somebody  else  whom  yon  tmsted,  might  be  employed 
to  find  the  proper  passages ;  for  I  cannot  find  them. 

There  u  only  one  passage  which  looks  like  yoor  opinion,  and  which  I  ahall  tnn- 
aoribe  to  yon.  It  is  a  relation  of  what  passed  between  James  and  GonreeDas  upon 
the  first  mmonr  of  the  disooTszy  of  Babington*s  oonapiraoy  before  James  appre- 
hended his  mother  to  be  in  any  danger.  "  The  King  said  1m  bred  hii  mother  as 
mnchas  natnre  and  dnty  bomid  him;  bat  be  ooold  not  lo?e  her  :* 

For  he  knew  well  she  bore  him  no  more  good  will  than  she  did  to  the  Qoaan  of 
England :  That  he  had  seen  with  his  own  eyes  before  Foalnaye*k  depaitnra  out  of 
Scotland  a  letter  to  him,  whereby  she  sent  him  word,  that  if  he  wonld  not  confonn 
himself  to  her  will,  and  follow  her  coonsels  and  adTice,  that  he  shoold  coDteni 
nimself  with  the  Lordship  of  Damley,  which  was  all  that  appertained  onto  him  by 
his  fother :  Farther,  that  he  had  seen  other  letten  nnder  her  own  hand,oopfinBing 
her  OTil  towards  him:  Besides,  thatshe  had  oftentimes  gone  about  to  make  a  re- 
gency in  Scotland,  and  to  put  him  besides  the  Grown ;  that  tt  behored  him  to 
think  of  his  own  aflEairs,  and  that  he  thought  the  Queen  of  England  would  attempt 
nothing  against  her  person  without  making  him  acquainted :  That  his  mother  was 
henceforward  to  carry  herself  both  towards  him  and  the  Queen  of  England  after 
another  sort,  without  bending  any  more  upon  such  praotioes  and  intelligenoss  as 
she  had  in  ibiraer  times :  That  he  hoped  to  set  such  persons  about  her  as**— (Here 
die  msnuscript  is  not  farther  legible.)  But  though  such  were  James's  amtimsnts 
before  he  apprehended  his  mother  to  be  in  danger,  he  adopted  a  directly  opposite 
conduct  afbarwards,  as  I  told  you.  I  can  only  eapitss  my  wishes  that  yon  may 
see  reaaon  to  confonn  you  narrative  in  Vol.  IL  pp.  139»  140,  to  thia  aoooonti  or 
omit  that  Appendix  altogether,  or  find  some  other  person  who  can  better  ezeovte 
your  intentions  than  it  ia  possible  for  me  to  do. 

Mb.  HuicB  TO  Db.  BouBasoH. 

8M /oMiary  17M. 
Mt  dbab  Sib,— -What  I  wrote  you  with  regird  to  Haiy's  canomrsnoe  in  the 
ooospiracy  against  Qneen  Elisabeth,  was  firom  the  printed  histories  of  papeis ;  and 
nothing  ever  appeared  to  me  more  evident.  Your  chief  olgeotion,  I  see,  is  dsrirod 
from  one  droumstsnoe,  that  neidierthe  seoretariea  nor  conspimton  were  oonfronted 
•with  Maiy;  but  yon  must  oonsider  that  the  law  did  not  then  nquin  this  oon- 
frontation,  and  it  was  in  no  case  the  practice.  The  Grown  could  not  waU  giant 
it  in  one  «ase  without  granting  it  in  all,  because  the  refusing  of  it  would  then  have 
been  a  atrong  presumption  of  innooenoe  in  the  prisoner.  Yet  as  Msiy*s  was  an 
extraordinary  case,  E^]labeth  was  willing  to  haye  granted  it.  I  find  in  Foibea% 
MS.  papers,  sent  me  by  Lord  fioyston,  a  letter  of  hen  to  Burieigh  and  WaUng- 
ham,  wherein  she  tells  them,  that  if  they  thooc^  proper,  they  might  cany  dosm 
the  two  secretaries  to  Fotheringay,  in  order  to.  confront  them  with  her.  fiotth^y 
reply,  that  they  think  it  needless. 
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Bat  I  am  now  sorry  to  tell  700,  that  by  Mnrden's  State  Papen^  wbich  are 
printed,  the  matter  is  pat  beyond  all  question.  I  got  these  papers  daring  the 
holidays,  by  Dr.  Birch^  means ;  and  as  soon  as  I  had  read  them,  I  ran  to  Mr.  Millar, 
and  desired  him  very  earnestly  to  stop  the  publication  of  jwi  History  till  I  should 
write  to  you,  and  giye  you  an  opportunity  of  correcting  a  mistake  of  so  great 
moment ;  but  he  absolutely  refused  compliance.  He  add  that  your  book  was  now 
finished,  that  the  copies  would  be  shipped  for  Scotland  in  two  days,  that  the  whole 
narration  of  Mary*fe  trial  must  be  wrote  over  again ;  that  this  would  require  time, 
and  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  new  narratiTe  could  be  brought  within  the  same 
compass  with  the  old ;  that  this  change  he  said  would  require  the  cancelling  a 
great  many  sheets;  that  there  were  scattered  passages  Uirough  the  Tolumes 
founded  on  your  theory,  and  these  must  also  be  all  cancelled,  and  that  this  change 
required  the  new  printing  of  a  great  part  of  the  edition.  For  these  reasons, 
which  do  not  want  force,  he  refused,  after  deliberation,  to  stop  his  publication, 
«nd  I  was  obliged  to  acquiesce.  Your  best  apology  at  present  is,  that  you  eould 
not  possibly  see  the  grounds  of  Maiy*s  guilt,  and  every  equitable  person  will 
excuse  you. 

I  am  Sony,  on  many  accounts,  that  you  did  not  see  this  collection  of  Murden's. 
Among  other  curiosities,  there  are  soTeral  instructions  to  H.  Eilligrew,  dated  10th 
September  1572.  He  was  then  sent  into  Scotland.  It  there  appears  that  the 
Begents,  Murray  and  Lennox,  had  desired  Mary  to  be  put  into  their  hands,  in 
order  to  tiy  her  and  put  her  to  death.  Elizabeth  there  offers  to  Begent  Mar  to 
deliver  her  up,  provided  good  security  were  given,  "  that  she  should  receive  that 
she  hath  deserved  there  by  order  of  justice,  whereby  no  further  peril  should  ensoe 
by  her  escaping,  or  by  setting  her  up  again.**  It  is  probable  Mar  refused  com- 
pliance, for  no  steps  were  taken  towards  it. 

I  am  neariy  printed  out,  and  shall  be  sure  to  send  you  a  copy  by  the  ttage 
coach,  or  some  other  conveyance.  I  beg  of  you  to  make  remarks  as  you  go  along. 
It  would  have  been  much  better  had  we  conmiunicated  before  printing,  which  was 
always  my  desire,  and  was  most  suitable  to  the  friendship  which  always  did,  and 
I  hope  always  will,  subsist  between  us.  I  speak  this  chiefly  on  my  own  aooount 
For  though  I  had  the  perusal  of  your  sheets  before  I  printed,  I  was  not  able  to 
derive  su£Bcient  benefits  firom  them,  or  indeed  to  make  any  alteration  by  their 
assistance.  There  still  remain,  I  fear,  many  errors,  of  which  you  could  have  con- 
vinced me,  if  we  had  canvassed  the  matter  in  conversation.  Perhaps  I  might  also 
have  been  sometimes  no  less  fortunate  with  you.  Particularly  I  could  almost 
undertake  to  convince  you,  that  the  Earl  of  Murray's  conduct  with  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  was  no  way  dishonourable. 

I  have  seen  a  copy  of  your  History  with  Charles  Stanhope.  Lord  Willoughby, 
who  had  been  there  reading  some  passages  of  it,  said  that  you  was  certainly  mis- 
taken with  regard  to  the  Act  passed  in  the  last  Parliament  of  Mary,  aettUng  the 
Beformation.  He  said  that  the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  first  of  James,  was  no  proof 
of  it;  for  though  that  statute  contains  a  statute  where  the  Queen's  name  was 
employed,  yet  that  is  always  the  case  with  the  bills  brought  into  Parliament,  even 
though  they  receive  not  the  Boyal  Assent,  nor  perhaps  pass  the  Hooses.  I  wish 
this  be  not  the  case,  considering  the  testimony  of  Buchanan,  Calderwood,  and 
Spottiswoode.    Besides,  if  the  bill  had  before  received  the  Bqyal  Assent,  what 
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neoeBSity  of  repeatisg  it,  or  pMnDg  it  again  ?  Haij's  title  waa  mora  nndiffpntaUe 
than  James's. 

Dr.  Blair  tells  me,  that  Prince  Edward  is  reading  yon,  and  is  charmed.  I  hear 
the  same  of  the  Princess  and  Prince  of  Wales.  But  what  will  really  give  you 
pleasnre,  I  lent  my  copy  iu  Elliot  daring  the  holidays,  who  thinks  it  one  of  the 
finest  performances  he  ever  raad :  and  though  he  expected  much,  he  finds  more. 
He  remarked,  however,  (which  is  also  my  opinion,)  that  in  the  beginning,  before 
your  pen  was  su£Scient]y  accustomed  to  the  hittoric  style,  you  employ  too  many 
digressions  and  reflections.  This  was  also  somewhat  my  own  caae,  which  I  have 
corrected  in  my  new  edition. 

Millar  was  proposing  to  publish  me  about  the  middle  of  March,  but  I  shall  com- 
municate to  him  your  desire,  even  though  I  think  it  entirely  groundlesa,  as  yon 
will  likewise  think  after  you  have  read  my  volume.  He  has  veiy  needlessly  de- 
layed your  publication  till  the  first  of  February,  at  the  desire  of  the  Edinburgh 
bookseUers,  who  could  no  way  be  afii^cted  by  a  publication  in  London.  I  waa 
exceedingly  sony  not  to  be  able  to  comply  with  your  desire,  when  yon  expressed 
your  wish  that  I  should  not  write  this  period.  I  could  not  write  downward.  For 
when  you  find  occasion,  by  new  discoveries,  to  correct  your  opinion  with  regard  to 
facts  which  passed  in  Queen  Elisabeth's  days ;  who^  that  has  not  the  best  oppo1^ 
tnnities  of  informing  himself,  could  venture  to  relate  any  recent  transactions?  I 
must  therefore  have  abandoned  altogether  this  scheme  of  the  English  Histray,  in 
which  I  had  proceeded  so  far,  if  I  had  not  acted  as  I  did.  Ton  will  see  what  light 
and  foroe  this  Histoiy  of  the  Tudon  bestows  on  that  of  the  Stewarts.  Had  I  been 
prudent  I  should  have  begun  with  it.  I  care  not  to  boast,  but  I  will  venture  to 
say,  that  I  have  now  effectually  stopped  the  mouths  of  all  those  villanous  Whigs 
who  railed  at  me. 

You  are  so  Xjnd  aa  to  aak  me  about  my  coming  down.  I  can  yet  answer  no- 
thing. I  have  the  strangest  reluctance  to  change  places.  I  lived  several  yean 
happy  with  my  brother  at  Ninewells,  and  had  not  his  marriage  changed  a  little 
the  state  of  the  fiunily,  I  believe  I  should  have  lived  and  died  there.  I  used  eveiy 
expedient  to  evade  this  journey  to  London,  yet  it  is  now  uncertain  whether  I  shall 
ever  leave  it.  I  have  had  some  invitations,  and  some  intentions  of  taking  a  trip  to 
Paris ;  but  I  believe  it  will  be  safer  for  me  not  to  go  thither,  for  I  might  probaUy 
settle  there  for  life.  No  one  was  ever  endowed  with  so  great  a  portion  of  the  «w 
mardo^  But  as  I  live  here  veiy  privately,  and  avoid  as  much  aa  possible  (and  it 
is  easily  possible)  all  connexions  with  the  great,  I  believe  I  should  be  better  at 
Edmborgh.  .   .   . 

MB.'Hi7ifB  TO  Db.  Bobbbibov. 

LoBDOB,  8t&  Fa>.  1759. 
.  .  .  As  to  the  Age  of  Leo  ihe  Tanih^  it  was  Warton  himself  who  intended  to 
write  it ;  but  he  baa  not  wrote  it,  and  probably  never  will.  If  I  understand  your 
hint,  I  should  coigecture,  that  you  had  some  thoughts  of  taking  up  the  subject. 
But  how  can  yon  acquire  knowledge  of  the  great  works  of  Sculpture,  Architeotore, 
and  Painting,  by  which  that  age  was  chiefly  diatinguished  ?  Are  you  versed  in  all 
the  anecdotes  of  the  Italian  literature?  These  questions  I  heond  proposed  in  a 
company  of  UteraH  when  I  inquired  conceniing  this  design  of  Warton.    Th^ 
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applied  tbdr  raniurks  to  that  gentleman,  who  yet,  they  say,  has  traveUed.  1  wish 
they  do  not  all  of  them  fall  more  fliUy  on  yon.  Howeyer,  yon  must  not  be  idle. 
May  I  Tentnre  to  raggeet  to  yon  the  Ancient  History,  particularly  that  of  Greece. 
I  think  Rollings  snocess  might  encourage  yon,  nor  need  yon  be  in  the  least  in- 
timidated by  his  merit.  That  aathor  has  no  other  merit  but  a  certain  facility  and 
sweetness  of  narration,  but  has  loaded  his  work  with  £fty  puerilities. 

Our  friend,  Wedderbnm,  is  adyancing  with  great  strides  in  his  profession.  .  .  . 

I  desire  my  compliments  to  Lord  Elibank.  I  hope  his  Lordship  has  forgot  his 
TOW  of  answering  ns,  and  of  washing  Queen  Mary  white.  I  am  afraid  that  is  im- 
possible ;  but  his  Lordship  is  yery  well  qualified  to  gild  her I  am,  &c. 

Mb.  Hums  to  Db.  Bobbbtboh. 
•  **•••** 

I  forgot  to  tell  yon,  that  two  days  ago  I  was  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where 
an  English  gentleman  came  to  me,  and  told  me,  that  he  had  lately  sent  to  a  grocer's 
shop  for  a  pound  of  raisins,  which  he  receiyed  wrapt  up  in  a  paper  that  he  shewed 
me.  How  would  you  haye  turned  pale  at  the  sight  I  It  was  a  leaf  of  your  Stt- 
tory,  and  the  yery  character  of  Queen  Elisabeth,  which  yon  had  laboured  so  finely, 
little  thinking  it  would  so  soon  come  to  so  disgraceful  an  end. — I  happened  a  little 
after  to  see  Millar,  and  told  him  the  story ;  consulting  him,  to  be  sure,  on  the  fate 
of  his  new  boasted  historian,  of  whom  he  was  so  fond.  But  the  story  proyes  more 
serious  than  I  apprehended.  For  he  told  Strahan,  who  thence  suspects  yillany 
among  his  prentices  and  journeymen ;  and  has  sent  me  yery  earnestly  to  know  the 
gentleman's  name,  that  he  may  find  out  the  grocer,  and  trace  the  matter  to  the 
bottom.  In  yain  did  I  remonstrate  that  this  was  sooner  or  later  the  fate  of  all 
authors,  $eriut,  ocyui,  $or»  eadtura.  He  will  not  be  satisfied ;  and  begs  me  to  keep 
my  jokes  for  another  occasion.  But  that  I  am  resdyed  not  to  do ;  and  therefore, 
being  repulsed  by  his  passion  and  seriousness,  I  direct  them  against  you. 

Next  week,  I  am  published ;  and  then  I  expect  a  constant  comparison  will  be 
made  between  Dr.  Bobertson  and  Mr.  Hume.  I  shall  tell  you  in  a  few  weeks 
which  of  these  heroes  is  likely  to  preyail.  *  Meanwhile,  I  can  inform  both  of  them 
for  their  comforts,  that  their  combat  is  not  likely  to  make  half  so  much  noise  as 
that  between  Broughton  and  the  one-eyed  coachman.  VaniUu  txinttotiim,  omma 
vamtat.  I  shall  still  except,  howeyer,  the  friendship  and  good  opinion  of  worthy 
men.'— -I  am,  &c. 

Mb.  Humi  to  Db.  Bobebtbob. 

LoHDOB,  12th  March  1759. 
Mt  dbab  Sib, — ^I  befieye  I  mentioned  to  you  a  French'  gentleman.  Monsieur 
Helyetius,  whose  book,  Dt  VJStpritt  was  making  a  great  noise  in  Europe.  He  is 
a  yeiy  fine  genius,  and  has  the  character  of  a  yery  worthy  man.  My  name  is 
mentioned  seyeral  times  in  his  work  with  marks  of  esteem ;  and  he  has  made  me 
an  offer,  if  I  would  translate  his  work  into  English,  to  translate  anew  all  my  philo- 
sophical writings  into  iVencL  He  says  that  none  of  them  are  well  done,  except 
that  on  the  Natural  Siitary  of  £digion^  by  Monsieur  Matigny,  a  Councillor  of 
State.  He  added,  that  the  Abb6  Preyot,  oelebrated  for  the  Memaire$  tfun  Homms 
^Hatmewr^  and  other  entertaining  books,  was  just  now  translating  my  HUtorg* 
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Thii  aooomit  of  Hehetnu  engaged  me  to  leiid  him  over  the  new  editione  of  eO  mj 
imtiDgB ;  and  I  ha^e  added  your  JETutory,  irhicli,  I  told  him,  was  here  poUished 
with  great  applanae;  adding,  that  the  aalgect  wai  intereating,  and  the  execution 
maaterly ;  and  that  It  was  probaUe  some  man  of  letten  at  Paiia  may  think  that  a 
tnmalation  of  it  woold  be  agreeable  to  the  |mblic  I  thoogbt  that  this  was  the  best 
method  of  execating  your  intentions.  I  coold  not  expect  that  any  fVendunan 
here  would  be  eqnal  to  the  work.  There  is  one  Ganacioli,  who  came  to  me  and 
spoke  of  translating  my  new  Tolnme  of  Hutory;  bat  as  he  also  mentioned  his  in- 
tentions of  translating  Smdlet,  I  ga^e  him  no  enoooragement  to  proceed.  The 
same  reason  would  make  me  aTene  to  see  yon  in  his  hands. 

But  though  I  ha^e  giren  this  character  of  your  work  to  Monsieur  Helyetios,  I 
warn  you  that  this  is  the  last  time,  that  either  to  Frenchman  or  Englishman,  I 
shall  ever  speak  the  least  good  of  it.  A  plague  take  you  1  Here  I  sat  near  (he 
historical  smnmit  of  Parnassus,  immediately  under  Dr.  SmoUet ;  and  yon  ha^e  the 
impudence  to  squeese  yourself  by  me,  and  place  yourself  directly  under  his  feet. 
Do  you  imagine  that  this  can  be  agreeaUe  to  me?  And  must  not  I  be  guiUy  of 
great  simplicity  to  contribute  by  my  «ndeaToan  to  your  thrusting  me  out  of  my 
place  in  Paris  as  well  as  at  London  ?  But  I  gi^e  yon  waning  that  you  will  find 
the  matter  somewhat  difficult,  at  least  in  the  fbnner  dty.  A  friend  of  mine,  who 
is  there,  writes  home  to  his  iather,  the  strangest  aocounta  on  thai  head,  which  my 
modesty  will  not  permit  me  to  repeat,  but  which  it  allowed  me  Teiy  defidoualy  to 
swallow. 

I  haTe  got  a  good  reason  or  pretence  for  excusing  me  to  Mensiear  Hehretius 
with  regard  to  the  translating  his  work.  A  translation  of  it  was  preTioasly  adTer- 
tised  here.— I  remain,  &c. 

Mb.  Hum  to  Db.  BoBimov. 

LoiDOV,  89fA  May  1769. 

Mr  DSAX  8iB,^I  had  a  letter  from  HelTetios  lately,  wrote  before  your  book 
srriyed  at  Paris.  He  tells  me  that  the  Abb4  PTOrot,  who  had  just  finished  the 
translation  of  my  History,  jNiroif  trU-ditpo^  h  tradidre  VHisUrire  ^Eootm  qite 
visitf  defairt  Mbnrieur  Bob&rtton.  If  he  be  engaged  by  my  persuasion,  I  shall 
haTO  the  satisfiMstion  of  doing  you  a  real  credit  and  pleasure:  inr  he  is  one  of  the 
bestpens  in  Paris. 

*  I  looked  with  great  impatience  in  your  new  edition  for  the  note  you  seemed  to 
intend  with  regard  to  the  breach  of  the  capitulation  of  Perth,  and  was  much  dis- 
appointed at  missing  it.  I  own  that  I  am  curious  on  that  head.  I  cannot  ao 
much  as  imagine  a  colour  upon  which  their  accusations  could  possibly  be  founded. 
The  artidee  were  only  two ;  indemnity  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the  exclusion  of 
French  soldiers  now  that  Scotch  national  troops  were  not  Frenchmen  and  foreign- 
en  seems  pretty  apparent :  and  both  Knox  and  the  Manifesto  of  the  Congregation 
acquit  the  Queen-Begent  of  any  breach  of  the  first  article,  as  I  had  obeerfed  in  my 
note  to  p.  422.  This  makes  me  suspect  that  some  facts  haTO  escaped  me ;  and  I 
beg  you  to  indulge  my  curioeify  by  informing  me  of  them.  .  .  . 

Our  friend  Smith^  is  yery  successfol  here,  and  Qemrd'  is  yntrf  well  reeeited. 
The  Efigomod*  I  cannot  so  much  promise  for,  though  I  hate  done  all  in  my  power 
>  Tkeonf  ^  Jtoral  AnWwwto.  'AMyMflMte  •CBjWOklau] 
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to  forward  it,  particularly  by  writing  a  letter  to  the  CVdtcoI  Beview^  whicb  70a  may 
peruse.  I  find,  however,  some  good  judges  profess  a  great  esteem  for  it,  but  habent 
wa  fata  UbeUi:  however,  if  you  want  a  little  flattery  to  the  author,  (which  I 
own  is  very  refreshing  to  an  author,)  you  may  tell  him  that  Lord  Chesterfield  said 
to  me  he  was  a  great  poet.  I  imagine  that  Wilkie  will  be  very  much  elevated  by 
praise  from  an  English  Earl,  and  a  Knight  of  the  Gbrter,  and  an  Ambassador,  and 
a  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  man  of  so  great  reputation.  For  I  observe  that  the 
greatest  rustics  are  commonly  most  afiected  with  such  cironmstances. 

Ferguson's  book^  has  a  great  deal  of  genius  and  fine  writing,  and  will  appear  in 
time*  •   .  . 

From  Db.  Biboh  to  Db.  Bobbbibgh. 

LoNDOM,  Feb,  Sthf  1759. 

Dbab  Sib, — ^I  have  just  read  over  the  second  volume  of  your  excellent  MiUorfff 
and  the  satisfaction  which  I  have  received  from  the  perusal  of  it,  and  the  gratitude 
which  I  owe  you  for  the  honour  done  me  in  it,  as  well  as  for  so  valuable  a  present, 
will  Bot  permit  me  to  lose  one  post  in  returning  you  my  sincerest  acknowledgments. 
Hy  Lord  Boyston  likewise  desires  me  to  transmit  to  you  his  thanks  and  compE- 
ments  in  the  strongest  terms. 

Though  your  work  has  been  scarce  a  fortnight  in  the  hands  of  the  public,  I  can 
already  inform  you,  upon  the  authority  of  the  best  judges,  that  the  spirit  and  ele- 
gance of  the  composition,  and  the  candour,  moderation,  and  humanity  which  run 
through  it,  will  secure  you  the  general  approbation  both  of  the  present  age  and  of 
posterity,  and  raise  the  character  of  our  country  in  a  species  of  writing,  in  which 
of  all  others  it  has  been  most  defective. 

If  the  second  volume  of  the  Btaie  Pap&n  of  Lord  Burleigh,  published  amoe 
Christmas  here,  had  appeared  before  your  Hiaiory  had  been  finished,  it  would  have 
furnished  you  with  reasons  for  entertaining  a  less  favourable  opinion  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  in  one  or  two  points,  than  yon  seem  at  present  possessed  of.  The 
principal  is  with  regard  to  her  last  intrigues  and  oorrespondenoes,  which  were  the 
immediate  cause  of  her  death.  And  I  could  wish  you  had  likewise  seen  a  maau- 
script  account  of  her  trial  in  Lord  Boyston*s  possession.  This  account  is  much 
fuller  than  Camden's,  whose  History  is  justly  to  be  suspected  in  everything  relating 
to  her, — or  than  any  other  that  has  yet  seen  the  fight.  It  contains  so  ample  a  state 
of  the  evidence  produced  of  her  guilt  as,  I  think,  leaves  no  doubt  of  it,  notwith- 
standing that  the  witnesses  were  not  confronted  with  her, — a  manner  of  proceeding 
which,  though  certainly  due  to  every  person  accused,  was  not  usual  either  before 
her  time  or  long  after. 

Ton  oondnde  in  the  note,  vol.  i.  p.  807,  in  favour  of  her  innocence  from  any 
criminal  intrigue  with  Bizzio,  from  the  silence  of  Eandolph  on  that  head.  But  I 
apprehend,  that  in  opposition  to  this  allegation  you  may  be  urged  with  the  joint 
letter  of  that  gentleman  and  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  of  27th  March  1566,  in  your 
Appendix,  No.  xv.  p.  22. 

I  desire  you  to  make  my  compliments  acceptable  to  Sir  David  Dabymple  and 
ULt.  Davidson,  and  to  befieve  me  to  be.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obfiged,  and  aiost 
obedient  humble  servant,  Thomas  Bobob. 
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Fbom  Sib  Qxlbebt  Elliot  to  De.  Bobbbtbov. 

Admibaxat,  Jcmuarjf  20th,  1769. 
Dbab  Sib, — ^Millar  hu  just  sent  ma  the  History  cf  Seotland.  I  otanot 
imagine  why  he  should  delaj  the  pablication  so  long  as  the  first  of  Fehniaiy,  for 
I  well  know  that  the  printmg  has  been  completed  a  great  while.  Ton  oonld  have 
sent  me  no  present  which,  on  its  own  aoooont,  I  should  hare  esteemed  so  much ; 
bnt  yon  haTe  greatly  enhanced  its  Talne,  by  allowing  me  to  accept  it  as  a  memorial 
and  testimony  of  a  friendship  which  I  haye  long  coltiTated  with  equal  satiafiM^tion 
and  sinoeritj.  1  am  no  stranger  to  yonr  book,  though  your  copy  is  but  just  put 
into  my  hands ;  David  Hume  so  tu  indulged  my  impatience  as  to  allow  me  to 
cany  to  the  country,  during  the  hoHdays,  the  loose  sheets  which  he  h^ipened  to 
hsYB  by  him.  In  that  condition  I  read  it  quite  through  with  the  greatest  satis&o- 
tion,  and  in  much  less  time  than  I  ever  employed  on  any  portion  of  histoiy  of  the 
same  length.  I  had  certainly  neither  leisure  nor  inclination  to  exercise  the  ftmc- 
tion  of  a  critic ;  carried  along  with  the  stream  of  the  narration,  I  only  felt,  when  I 
came  to  the  conclusion,  that  yon  had  greatly  exceeded  the  expectations  I  had 
formed,  (hough,  I  do  assure  you,  these  were  not  a  little  sanguine.  !£,  upon  amore 
deliberate  perusal,  I  discoTor  any  blemish,  I  shall  point  it  out  without  any  scruple ; 
at  present,  it  seems  to  me  that  you  haTe  rendered  the  period  you  treat  of  ai  in- 
terestmg  ai  any  part  of  our  British  story ;  the  Tiews  you  opesk  of  policy,  manners, 
and  religion,  are  ingenious,  solid,  and  deep.  Your  work  will  certainly  be  ranked 
in  the  highest  historical  class ;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  think  it,  besides,  a  oompo- 
sition  of  uncommon  genius  and  eloquence.  I  was  airaid  you  might  haTe  been 
interrupted  by  the  Beformation,  but  I  find  it  much  otherwise ;  you  treat  it  with 
great  propriety,  and,  in  my  opmion,  with  sufficient  freedom.  No  roTolution, 
whether  dril  or  religious,  can  be  aocompliahed  without  that  degree  of  ardour  and 
paasian,  which,  in  a  later  age,  will  be  matter  of  ridicule  to  men  who  do  not  leel  the 
oooaaion,  and  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  times.  But  I  must  not  get  into  disser- 
tations ;  I  hope  you  will  oTar  belioTe  me,  with  great  regard,  Dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  fiuthful  serTanti 

GiLB.  Eluot. 

NoTB  D,  p.  143. 
Fbom  Babor  d'Holbaoh  to  Db.  BoBisfBov. 

Pabu,  ihs  Mh  qflfajf  1768. 
SiB,— I  reoeiTed  but  a  fow  days  ago  the  iaTour  of  your  letter,  sent  to  me  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Stuart ;  I  am  Teiy  proud  of  being  instrumental  in  cantriboting  to  the 
translation  of  the  Taluable  work  you  are  going  to  pnblisL  The  exceDent  work 
you  haTe  published  already  is  a  sure  sign  of  the  reoepdon  your  Hittory  af 
OhairU$  F.  will  meet  with  in  the  Oontinent;  such  an  interesting  subject  deserres 
undoubtedly  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  Ton  are  Tery  much  in  the  right  of  being 
afraid  of  the  hackney  tranalaton  of  Holland  and  Paris ;  accordingly,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  find  out  an  able  hand  capable  of  answering  your  desire.  M.  Suard, 
a  gentleman  well  known  for  his  style  in  French,  and  his  knowledge  in  the  Enc^ish 
language,  has,  at  my  request,  midertakeii  the  traaslatioii  of  your  TaluaUe  book ; 
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I  koow  nobodj  in  this  country  capable  of  perfomung  better  auch  a  grand  design. 
Coneeqnentlj,  the  best  way  will  be  for  your  bookseller,  as  soon  as  he  publishes  one 
sheet,  to  send  it  immediately  ft  Monsieur  M,  Suard,  Diredeur  de  la  Ocmette  de 
France^  rue  St.  Boeh  ft  Farit.  By  means  of  this,  the  sheets  of  your  book  will  be 
translated  as  soon  as  they  come  from  the  press,  provided  the  bookseller  of  London 
is  Tery  strict  in  not  showing  the  same  fayonr  to  any  other  man  upon  the  Continent. 
— I  haye  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  consideration.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  senrant, 

D*HOLBACH. 

Note  E,  p.  150. 

The  following  letters  ha?e  no  immediate  connexion  with  the  history  of  Dr. 
Robertson's  Life,  but,  I  trust,  that  no  apology  is  necessaiy  for  their  insertion 
here. 

Fbom  Mb.  Hum  to  De.  Bobxbtsom. 

Pabis,  1st  December  1763. 
Deab  Robsktbom, — Among  other  agreeable  circumstances  which  attend  me  at 
Paris,  I  must  mention  that  [I  have  got]  a  Lady  for  a  translator,  a  woman  of  merit, 
the  widow  of  an  adyocate.  She  was  before  yeiy  poor,  and  known  but  to  few ;  but 
this  work  has  got  her  reputation,  and  procured  her  a  pension  from  the  Court, 
which  sets  her  at  her  ease.  She  tells  me  that  she  has  got  a  habit  of  industry ;  and 
would  continue,  if  I  could  point  out  to  her  any  other  English  book  she  oould  under- 
take, without  running  the  risk  of  being  anticipated  by  any  other  translator. 
Your  History  of  SootUmd  is  translated,  and  is  in  the  press ;  but  I  recommended 
to  her  your  History  of  Charles  F.,  and  promised  to  write  to  you,  in  order  to  know 
when  it  would  be  printed,  and  to  desire  you  to  send  oyer  the  sheets  from  London 
as  they  came  from  the  press :  I  should  put  them  into  her  hands,  and  she  would  by 
that  means  haye  the  start  of  eyeiy  other  translator.  My  two  yolumes  last  published 
are  at  present  in  the  press.  She  has  a  yeiy  easy,  natural  style :  sometimes  she  mis- 
takes the  sense,  but  I  now  correct  her  manuscript,  and  should  be  happy  to  render 
you  the  same  service,  if  my  leisure  permit  me,  as  I  hope  it  will.  Do  you  ask  me  about 
my  course  of  life  ?  I  can  only  say,  that  I  eat  nothing  but  ambrosia,  drink  nothing  but 
nectar,  breathe  nothing  but  incense,  and  tread  on  nothing  but  flowers.  Every  man  I 
meet,  and  still  more  every  lady,  would  think  they  were  wanting  in  the  most  indispen- 
sable duty,  if  they  did  not  make  to  me  a  long  and  elaborate  harangue  in  my  praise. 
What  happened  last  week,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  being  presented  to  the  D — ^n's 
children  atVersaiDes,  is  one  of  the  most  curious  scenes  I  have  yet  passed  through. 
The  Due  de  B.  the  eldest,  a  boy  of  ten  years  old,  stepped  forth  and  told  me  how 
many  friends  and  admirers  I  had  in  this  country,  and  that  he  reckoned  himself  in 
the  number,  from  the  pleasure  he  had  received  from  the  reading  of  many  passages 
in  my  works.  When  he  had  finished,  his  brother,  the  Count  de  P.,  who  is  two 
years  younger,  began  his  discourse,  and  informed  me,  that  I  had  been  long  and 
impatiently  expected  in  France ;  and  that  he  himself  expected  soon  to  have  great 
satisfaction  from  the  reading  of  my  fine  History.  But  what  is  more  curious ;  when 
I  was  carried  thence  to  the  Count  d'A.,  who  is  but  four  years  of  age,  I  heard  him 
mumble  something,  which,  though  he  had  foigot  it  in  the  way,  I  coigectured  fixnn 
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•omo  leattored  woitb,  to  baTo  bem  abo  a  pinegyrio  dictated  to  bhn.  Nodiiog 
oonld  mora  nirpriie  my  friendB,  the  Paikian  philowphan,  thao  thif  incidnii.  .  .  . 
It  if  ooDJectarad  tliat  thii  honour  wai  paid  me  by  ezpran  order  from  tba  D^  iriio^ 
indeed,  u  not  on  any  occaabn,  eparing  in  my  prmee. 

All  tbis  attention  and  penegyrio  wai  at  iint  0|HiiemWe  to  me;  but  now  it  nta 
more  eaey.  I  ba^e  raeorered,  in  eome  meeenre,  tbe  nee  of  tba  lengnage,  and  am 
fidling  into  friendehipi,  wbicb  era  Tory  agreeaUe;  mocb mora  eo  than  silfy,  diitant 
admiration.  They  now  begin  to  banter  me,  and  toll  droU  storiea  of  me,  which 
they  baTB  eiiher  obaenred  themielTes,  or  have  beard  from  others;  io  that  yon  see 
I  am  beginning  to  be  at  home.  It  ii  probable  that  this  place  will  be  long  my 
home.  I  feel  little  incUnaticn  to  the  fiutiona  barbarians  of  London,  and  ba^e  ef«r 
desired  to  remain  in  the  place  where  I  sm  planted.  How  mnch  more  so,  when  it 
IB  the  best  place  in  the  worid?  I  ooold  here  li^e  in  great  abmidanoe  on  the  half 
of  my  income ;  for  there  is  no  place  where  money  is  so  little  reqninto  to  a  men 
who  is  distinguished  either  by  his  birth  or  by  personal  qualities.  I  ooold  run  out, 
yon  see,  in  a  panegyric  on  the  people;  but  you  would  suspect  that  this  was  a 
mntoal  oouTention  between  us.  Howerer,  I  cannot  forbear  earring,  on  what  a 
diiBsrant  footing  leaning  and  the  learned  are  here,  from  what  they  are  among  the 
foctioos  barbarians  above  mentioned. 

I  hare  here  met  with  a  prodigious  historical  cariosity,  the  Jfamotrs  rf  Eing 

Jamn  17.,  in  fourteen  Tolumes,  all  wrote  with  his  own  hand,  and  kept  in  the  Scote 

GoDege.    I  have  looked  into  it,  and  have  made  great  discoveries.    It  will  be  all 

communicated  to  me;  and  I  have  had  an  offer  of  access  to  the  Secretary  of  State'a 

oflBoe,  if  I  want  to  know  the  despatches  of  any  French  Ministor  that  resided  in 

London.    But  these  matten  are  mnch  out  of  my  bead.*    I  beg  of  you  to  visit 

Lord  Marischal,  who  will  be  pleased  with  your  company.     I  have  Httle  paper 

remaining,  and  less  time,  and  therefore  conclude  abruptly,  by  assuring  you  that 

I  am,  Dear  Doctor,  yours  sincerely, 

Datid  Hum. 

FiOM  Mb.  Humb  to  Db.  BoBBsnow. 

LoBDOB,  IM  March  1767. 

Mt  sbab  Sib,— Ton  do  extremely  right  in  applying  to  me  wherever  it  is  the 
least  likely  I  can  serre  you  or  any  of  your  fiiends.  I  consulted  immediately  with 
General  Conway,  who  told  me,  as  I  suspected,  that  the  chaplains  to  forte-  and 
garrisons  were  appointed  by  the  War  Oflioe,  and  did  not  belong  to  his  depaitmant. 
Unhiqppily  I  have  but  a  slight  acquaitttance  with  Lord  Banington,  and  cannot 
venture  to  ask  him  any  fovour ;  but  I  shall  call  on  Ptyce  Campbell,  though  not  of 
Biy  aoquamtance,  and  ahaU  inquire  of  him  the  canals  through  which-  thia  affidr 
may  be  conducted:  perhaps  it  may  lie  in  my  power  to  ^n^italff  it  by  some  means 
or  other. 

I  ahall  endeavour  to  find  out  the  unhappy  philoeopher  you  mention,  though  it 
win  be  difficult  for  me  to  do  him  any  service.  He  is  an  ingenioua  man,  but  un- 
fortunate in  his  conduct,  partioulariy  in  the  early  part  of  his  life.  The  world  is  so 
cruel  as  never  to  overlook  these  flaws;  and  nothing  but  bypocrisy  can  fully  cover 
them  from  obaervation.    There  is  not  so  elfootual  a  scourer  of  reputations  in  the 

•[aotelUfll«Mw.uidftom«lMvoi4ik*']>o      lii  as  attldt  ia  tiM  JMBMom  da  PiMldtk, 
3PovaikBt^''4flL,wHtnBifaMdb7]L8aMd»      aMMdl,17  VhMtldor,aBZ.] 
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world.    I  wiBh  that  I  had  nerer  parted  with  that  Xumptum,  in  caie  I  ahonld  at 

any  fotore  time  have  oocaaion  Ibr  it A  few  days  before  my  amTal  in 

Lmidon,  Mr.  BaTenport  had  earned  to  Mr.  Conway  a  letter  of  BooMeaa*a,  in  which 
that  philoaopher  aayi,  that  he  had  nerer  meant  to  refnae  the  King's  bounty,  that 
he  would  be  proud  of  accepting  it,  but  that  he  would  owe  it  entirely  to  his 
Miyesty*s  generodty  and  that  of  his  Ministeia,  and  would  refuse  it  if  it  oame 
through  any  other  canal  whatsoeyer,  even  that  of  Mr.  Da?enport.  Mr.  Dayenport 
then  addressed  himself  to  Mr.  Ckmway,  and  asked  whether  it  was  not  possible  to 
recoyer  what  this  man's  madness  had  thrown  away?  The  Secretaxy  replied,  thai 
I  should  be  in  London  in  a  few  days,  and  thai  he  would  take  no  steps  in  the  afEur 
but  at  my  desire  and  with  my  approbation.  When  the  matter  was  proposed  to 
me,  I  exhorted  the  General  to  do  tiiia  act  of  charity  to  a  man  of  genius,  however 
wild  and  extrayagant.  The  King,  when  applied  to,  said,  that  since  the  pension 
had  once  been  promised,  it  should  be  granted,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  passed 
in  the  intenral.  And  thus  the  afiair  is  h^pfly  finished,  unless  some  new  extra- 
yaganoe  come  across  the  philosopher,  and  engage  him  to  reject  what  he  has 
anew  applied  for.  If  he  knew  my  situation  with  General  Conway  he  probably 
would ;  for  he  must  then  coigeotare  that  the  affiur  could  not  be  done  without  my 
consent. 

Ferguson^s  book  goes  on  here  with  great  success.  A  fow  days  ago  I  saw  Mrs. 
Montague,  who  has  just  finished  it  with  great  pleasure :  I  mean,  she  was  sony  to 
finish  it,  bnt  had  read  it  with  great  pleasure.  I  asked  her,  Whether  she  was 
satisfied  with  the  style  ?  Whether  it  did  not  sayour  somewhat  of  the  oountxy  ? 
O  yes,  said  she,  a  great  deal :  it  seems  almost  impossible  that  any  one  could  write 
such  a  style  except  a  Scotsman. 

I  find  you  prognosticate  a  yery  short  date  to  my  administration ;  I  really  belieya 
that  few  (but  not  eyil)  will  be  my  6spL  My  absence  will  not  probably  allow  my 
claret  time  to  ripen,  much  less  to  sour.  Howeyer  that  may  be,  I  hope  to  drink 
cat  the  remainder  of  it  with  yon  in  mirth  and  jolHty^— I  am,  sincerely  yours, 

David  Humb. 

[The  passsge  in  the  foregoing  letter  with  respect  to  Rousseau,  induces  me  to 
add  to  it  a  letter  fipom  Mr.  Hume  to  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  written  in  the  year 
1762.  It  relates  entirely  to  that  singular  and  eccentric  genius,  and  shews  the 
deep  interest  Mr.  Hume  had  taken  in  his  fortunes,  long  before  their  personal 
acquaintance  commenced.    The  original  is  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Minto. 

Deas  Sm, — ^I  receiyed  a  letter,  a  few  days  ago,  from  a  lady  in  the  Court  of 
France,  with  whom  I  haye  been  for  some  time  in  an  epistolaiy  correspondenoe, 
and  who  bears  a  yety  high  character  for  knowledge  and  merit.  She  had  wrote  to 
me  on  the  supposition  I  was  still  in  London,  because  my  last  letter  to  her  was 
dated  from  that  place :  and  she  recommends  to  me,  in  yery  earnest  terms,  the 
famous  Rousseau,  who  is  obliged  to  fiy  France,  on  account  of  some  passages  in  a 
new  TreatUe  of  w&fuoatum  which  he  has  published.  Tou  may  belieye,  that  it  gaye 
me  great  uneasiness  that  I  could  not  fulfil  a  duty  which  would  haye  been  so 
agreeable  to  me,  and  which  would  haye  connected  me  with  a  man  whose  character 
and  talents  I  so  much  admire.    I  do  not  remember  whether  I  haye  eyer  had  a 
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cooTenatioii  with  jon  on  the  writingi  of  that  author,  and  I  know  not  wliethor  jmi ' 
eateem  them  as  much  as  I  do.  "For  mj  part,  though  I  aee  aome  tinotixre  of  extm- 
vagance  in  all  of  them,  I  alao  think  I  aee  so  mnoh  eloqnenoe  and  loroe  of  imagina- 
tion, inch  an  energy  of  expreanon,  and  anch  a  hoLdneaa  of  conception,  as  entitka  - 
him  to  a  place  among  the  firat  writers  of  the  age.  As  to  his  personal  charaeler,  I 
shall  giTO  it  jon  in  the  words  of  mj  correspondent,  after  remarking  that  all  tiie 
world  speaks  of  him  in  the  aame  atjle.— "  Monsienr  Boosseao  pasae  ohea  la  plnpart 
dea  gena  en  oe  pays  pour  mi.homme  singnlier.  A  prendre  cette  epithdte  selon  sa 
▼raye  significatian,  elle  loi  est  jnstement  donnee ;  car  il  diff^  i  heanconp  d*<6garda 
de  la  fa^on  d*agir  et  de  penaer  dea  hommea  d*i  present.  II  a  le  cosnr  droit.  Time 
noUe  et  disint^ress^  et  craint  tonte  espdce  de  dipendance,  et  par  cette  raison,  il 
ft  mieox  aim6,  6tant  en  France,  gagner  aa  Tie  en  copiant  de  la  mnsiqiie,  qne  de 
leeeroir  les  hienfiuts  de  ses  meiUenrs  amis,  qni  s*empressoient  de  riparer  aa  man- 
vaise  fertone.  Cette  dflicatesse  pent  paroftre  ezcessite,  mala  eUe  n'a  rien  de 
criminelle,  et  mfone  elle  soppcse  des  sentimens  fleris.  II  fait  le  commeroe  do 
monde ;  il  ne  se  plait  que  dana  la  soUtade :  Ce  go6t  ponr  la  retraite  Ini  a  fiut  dea 
ennemis ;  Tamonr  prqpre  de  oenz  qni  Font  recherche  s*est  trouT^  hless6  de  asa 
lefos.  liais  malgr6  aa  misanthropie  apparente,  je  ne  oroia  paa  qn*il  j  ait  nnOe 
part  nn  homme  plos  doux,  pins  hnmain,  plus  compatissant  anx  peines  des  aotrss, 
et  plus  patient  dans  lea  siennes.  En  nn  mot,  sa  Tertu  paroit  ai  pure,  si  oonstante, 
ai  nniforme,  que  jnsqu*i  present,  oeux  qni  le  haissent  n'ont  pn  trouTer,  que  dana 
lenr  propre  cour,  des  raisons  ponr  le  sospecter.  Pour  moi,  stcc  dea  apparenoea 
aussi  aTantageuses,  j*aimerois  mieox  en  dtre  tromp^,  que  de  me  d£fier  de  sa 
sinc6rit^**  &c. 

I  own  that  I  was  extremelj  struck  with  the  situation  of  ao  extraordinary  a  man, 
and  haring  a  great  desire  of  being  of  some  use  to  him,  though  absent,  I  hafe  fen- 
tured  to  giTe  you  this  trouble.  Our  present  King  and  present  Minister  are  desirons 
of  being  thought  enoonragers  of  learning:  Can  they  hare  a  more  proper  opportu- 
nity of  showing  to  the  whob  world  that  they  are  in  earnest?  Monsieur  Boussean 
is  now  thrown  out  of  his  ordinary  course  of  liTelihood ;  and  though  he  rejects  pie- 
sents  from  private  persons,  he  may  not  think  himself  degraded  by  a  pension  from 
a  great  monarch:  and  it  would  be  a  signal  victory  over  the  French,  worth  a 
hundred  of  our  Mindens,  to  protect  and  encourage  a  man  of  genius  whom  they  had 
persecuted.  I  beseech  you  to  advance  this  topic  in  places  where  your  opinion  may 
be  aUe  to  produce  the  desired  eflect.  It  would  be  a  fitiToar  to  the  ministers  to 
suggest  such  an  action  to  them.  I  fancy  Bouasean's  crime  is  only  some  sallies  of 
Bepublicanism,  and  Protestantism,  and  satire  against  French  manners ;  for  I  do 
not  find  that,  in  any  of  his  writings,  he  has  ever  gone  fiuther. 

I  have  hitherto  been  a  wanderer  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  without  any  abiding 
city ;  but  I  have  now  at  last  purchased  n  house,  which  I  am  repairing,  though  I 
cannot  aay  that  I  hare  yet  fixed  any  property  in  the  earth,  but  only  in  the  air : 
for  it  is  the  third  story  of  Jameses  Court,  and  it  cost  me  ^e  hundred  pounds. 
It  is  somewhat  dear,  but  I  shall  be  exceedingly  well  lodged.  On  comparing  my 
situation  with  poor  Bonsaeaa*s,  I  cannot  but  reflect  how  much  better  booksellers 
we  have  in  this  country  than  they  in  France.— I  am.  Dear  Sir,  yours  aincerely, 

David  HuMB. 
EDnrBUBGH,  6th  J^  1762. 
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I  shall  salgoin  a  short  jMngraph  from  Another  letter  (now  lying  before  me)  of 
Mr.  Home's  to  the  same  correspondent.  The  pleasantry,  I  am  sensible,  is  some- 
what local ;  bat  it  will  be  amusing  to  the  few  who  hsTe  any  recollection  of  Edin- 
bnigh  forty  years  ago. 

Edzhbitboh,  IQth  of  October  1769. 
•  ••»••«• 

I  haye  been  here  settled  abont  two  months ;  and  am  here,  body  and  soul,  with- 
out casting  the  least  thoaght  of  regret  to  London,  or  even  to  Paris.  I  think  it 
improbable,  that  I  shall  ever  in  my  life  cross  the  Tweed,  except  perhaps  a  jaont  to 
the  north  of  England,  for  health  or  amusement  I  Uto  stQl,  and  must  for  a  twelTe- 
month,  in  my  old  boose  in  James's  Conrt,  which  is  yery  cheerful,  and  even  elegant, 
but  too  small  to  display  my  great  talents  for  cookeiy,  the  science  to  which  I  intend 
to  addict  the  remaining  years  of  my  life.  I  haye  just  now  lying  on  the  table 
before  me  a  receipt  for  making  Soupe  ft  la  JSeine,  copied  with  my  own  hand.  For 
beef,  and  cabbage,  (a  charming  dish,)  and  old  mntton,  and  old  daret,  nobody 
excels  me.  I  make  also  sheep-head  broth  in  a  manner  that  Mr.  Eeith^  speaks  of 
it  for  eight  days  after,  and  the  Due  de  Nivemois  would  bind  himself  apprentice  to 
my  lass'  to  learn  it.  I  have  already  sent  a  challenge  to  Dayid  Moncrief :'  you 
will  see,  that  in  a  twelTemonth,  he  will  take  to  the  writing  of  Histoiy,  the  field  I 
ha?e  deserted ;  for  as  to  the  giving  of  dinners,  he  can  now  haye  no  farther  preten- 
sions. I  should  haye  made  yery  bad  use  of  my  abode  in  Paris,  if  I  could  not  get 
the  better  of  a  mere  Provincial  like  him.  All  my  friends  encourage  me  in  this 
ambition,  as  thinking  it  will  redound  yeiy  much  to  my  honour.] 

[Continuation  of  the  aboye  extract,  copied  from  the  original  letter.— D.S. 

I  am  delisted  to  see  the  daily  and  hourly  progress  of  madness,  and  folly,  and 
wickedness  in  England.  The  consummation  of  these  qnalities  are  the  true  ingre- 
dients for  making  a  fine  narratiye  in  History,  especially  if  followed  by  some  signal 
and  ruinous  conyulsion,  as  I  hope  will  soon  be  the  case  witli  that  pernicious 
people.  He  must  be  a  yery  bad  cook  indeed,  that  cannot  make  a  palatable  dish 
from  the  whole.  Tou  see  in  my  reflections  and  allusions,  I  still  mix  my  old  and 
new  profession  together.^L  am,  Dear  Sir  GKlbert,  your  most  obedient  humble 

seryant, 

Datxd  Humb. 
PJS. — ^I  beg  my  respects  to  Lady  Elliot.]* 


In  comparing  the  amiable  qualities  displayed  in  Mr.  Hume's  fomiliar  letters, 
and  (according  to  the  uniyersal  testimony  of  his  friends)  exhibited  in  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  priyate  conduct,  with  those  passages  in  his  Metaphysical  writings 
which  strike  at  the  root  of  the  moral  and  religious  principles  of  our  nature,  I  haye 
sometimes  pleased  myself  with  recollecting  the  ingenious  argument  against  the 
theories  of  Epicurus,  which  Cicero  deduces  from  the  history  of  that  philosopher's 
life.    **  Ac  mihi  quidem,  quod  et  ipse  yir  bonus  fuit,  et  multi  Epicurei  fuerunt  et 

i  AlUrwarda  Sir  Bobm  Mnrny  Keith,  K.B.  •  D»Tld  8(«imit  M  <mori«t  "m  of  Um  Bsrons 

*  Formcsly  a  oommon  name  in  Seotland  for  a       of  Bzflh«qa«r  iu  Soodaad. 
eook-maid,  [or  zather  maid-Mrraat  ta  gOMcaL]  *  iFrom  AnOwr'i  kut  additkms.  ] 

VOL.  IL  P 
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hodie  lant  «t  in  amioitu  flddat,  et  m  omni  Tite  oomtMitet  et  gnvM,  neo  volapUta 
■ad  ofiicio  eonnlia  modenuntaa,  boo  videtar  migor  tu  lioDettatif  et  minor  vohip- 
tetii.  Ita  enim  ^Timt  qnidam,  vt  aoram  vita  ralaUater  oratia  Atqoa  vi  oatori 
eziatiniantar  dicara  matiiia  qnam  fiutara,  aio  hi  mihi  Tidentor  ftoaia  maliaa  qoam 
dioara."* 

KoTB  F,  p.  164. 

I  baya  allottad  thia  Note  for  aome  lattaim  finom  Mr.  Gibbon  to  Dr.  Bobarfaon, 
wbiob  i^^pearad  to  ma  WuXj  to  intaraat  tba  puUio  oorioaalj. 

Fbox  Mb.  Gibbov  to  Db.  Bobbbtbob. 

Bbbtibgk  8tbbbt,  Nov,  tk$  Zd,  1779« 
•  ••••••• 

Wben  I  azpreaa  my  aiiong  bope  that  70a  wiU  viait  London  next  ipring,  I  moat 
acknowladga  that  it  ia  of  tba  moat  intereating  kind.  Beaidaa  tbe  pleaaore  whicb  I 
aball  eigoy  in  yoor  society  and  conTenation,  I  cberiab  tbe  espectation  of  deriving 
mucb  benefit  from  your  candid  and  friendly  criticiam.  Tbe  remainder  of  my  firat 
period  of  tbe  Decline  and  Fall,  &C.,  wbicb  will  end  witb  tbe  ruin  of  tbe  Weatam 
Empire,  ia  already  very  iar  adTanoed ;  but  tbe  aulject  baa  already  grown  ao  much 
mder  my  banda,  tbat  it  will  form  a  aecond  and  ibird  yolome  in  quarto,  wbicb  will 
probably  go  to  tbe  preaa  in  tbe  courae  of  tba  enauing  aummer.  Perfaapa  yon  baye 
aeen  in  tbe  papera,  tbat  I  waa  appointed  aome  time  ago  one  of  tbe  Lorda  d 
Trade ;  bat  I  believe  yon  are  enoogb  acquainted  witb  tbe  oountry  to  judge,  tbat 
tbe  buainesa  of  my  new  offioe  baa  not  mucb  interrupted  tbe  prqgroaa  of  my  atudiaa. 
Tbe  attendance  in  Parliament  ia  indeed  more  laboriooa;  I  i^preband  a  leugb 
aaaaion,  and  I  fiaar  tbat  a  black  doud  ia  gaibering  in  Ireland. 

Be  ao  good  aa  to  preaent  my  aincere  compUmenta  to  Mr.  Smitb,  Mr.  FergnaoUy 
and  if  be  abould  atill  be  witb  you,  to  Dr.  GilUea,  for  wboee  acquaintance  I  eateem 
myaelf  mucb  indebted  to  you.  I  bave  often  conaidered,  witb  acme  aort  of  envy, 
tbe  valuable  aociety  wbicb  yon  poeoeaa  in  ao  narrow  a  compaaa. — I  am,  Dear  Sir, 
witb  tbe  bigbeat  regard,  moat  frtitbfrilly  youra,  £.  Gibbob. 

Fbom  Mb.  Gxbbov  to  Db.  Bobbbtbob. 

LoBDOB,  September  1, 1788. 
Dbib  Sn, — ^Tour  candid  and  friendly  interpretation  will  ascribe  to  boaineaa,  to 
study,  to  pleasure,  to  constitutional  inddenoe,  or  to  any  otber  venial  cauae,  tbe 
guilt  of  neglecting  so  valuable  a  correspondent  aa  yourself.  I  abould  bave  tbanked 
you  for  tbe  opportunities  wbicb  you  bave  afforded  me  of  forming  an  acquaintance 
witb  aeveral  men  of  merit  wbo  deserve  your  friendsbip,  and  wboae  cbaracter  and 
conversation  auggest  a  yerj  pleaaing  idea  of  tbe  society  wbicb  you  eigoy  atEdin- 
buigb.  I  must  at  tbe  same  time  lament,  tbat  tbe  burry  of  a  London  life  baa  not 
allowed  me  to  obtain  so  mucb  as  I  could  bave  wished  of  their  company,  and  must 
bave  given  them  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  my  boepitality,  unless  they  have 
weighed  witb  indulgence  tbe  various  obstacles  of  time  and  place.  Mr.  Stewart  I 
bad  not  even  tbe  pleasure  of  seeing ;  be  passed  through  this  city  in  bis  way  to 
Paris,  while  I  was  confined  with  a  painful  fit  of  the  goat,  and  in  tbe  abort  interval 

•  [J>«  MhAm,  Ub.  IL  flip.  nf.l 
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of  biB  Btaji  tbe  honre  of  meeting  wbich  were  mutaally  proposed,  could  Dot  be  made 
to  9Lgne  with  our  respectiye  engagemeuts.  Mr.  Dalsel,  who  it  undoubtedly  a 
modest  and  learned  man,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing ;  but  his  arriTal  has 
unluckily  fallen  on  a  time  of  year,  and  a  particular  year,  in  which  I  have  been  Tery 
little  in  town.  I  should  rejoice  if  I  could  repay  these  losses  by  a  visit  to  Edin- 
burgh, a  more  tranquil  scene,  to  which  yourself  and  our  friend  Mr.  Adam  Smith, 
would  powerfally  attract  me.  But  this  project,  which,  in  a  leisure  hour,  has  often 
amused  my  fancy,  must  now  be  resigned,  or  must  be  postponed  at  least  to  a  Teiy 
distant  period.  In  a  Tery  few  days,  (before  I  could  receive  the  &your  of  an 
answer,)  I  shall  begin  my  jovmey  to  Lauaanne  in  Switzerland,  where  I  shall  fix 
my  residence,  in  a  delightful  situation,  with  a  dear  and  excellent  friend  of  that 
country,  still  mindful  of  my  British  friends,  but  renouncing,  without  reluctance,  the 
tumult  of  Parliament,  the  hopes  and  fears,  the  prejudices  and  passions  of  political 
life,  to  which  my  nature  has  always  been  ayerse.  Our  noble  friend  Lord  Lough- 
borough has  eudeaToured  to  divert  me  frtim  this  resolution ;  he  rises  every  day  in 
dignity  and  reputation,  and  if  the  means  of  patronage  had  not  been  so  strangely 
reduced  by  our  modem  reformers,  I  am  persuaded  his  constant  and  liberal  kind- 
ness would  more  than  satisfy  the  moderate  desires  of  a  philosopher.  What  I  can- 
not hope  for  from  the  favour  of  ministers,  I  must  patiently  expect  from  the  course 
of  nature ;  and  this  exile,  which  I  do  not  view  in  a  very  gloomy  light,  will  be  ter- 
minated in  due  time  by  the  deaths  of  aged  ladies,  whose  inheritance  will  place  me 
in  an  easy  and  even  affluent  situation.  But  these  particulars  are  only  designed  for 
the  ear  of  friendship. 

I  have  already  despatched  to  Lausanne  two  immense  cases  of  books,  the  tools  of 
my  historical  manufacture ;  others  I  shall  find  on  the  spot,  and  that  countiy  is  not 
destitute  of  public  and  private  libraries,  which  will  be  freely  opened  for  the  use  of 
a  man  of  letters.  The  tranquil  leisure  which  I  shall  enjoy,  will  be  partly  employed 
in  the  prooecution  of  my  history ;  but  although  my  diligence  will  be  quickened  by 
the  prospect  of  returning  to  England,  to  publish  the  last  volumes  (three,  I  am 
afraid)  of  this  laborious  work,  yet  I  shall  proceed  with  cautious  steps  to  compose 
and  to  correct,  and  the  dryness  of  my  undertaking  will  be  relieved  by  mixture  of 
more  elegant  and  classical  studies,  more  especially  of  the  Greek  authors.  Such 
good  company  will,  I  am  sure,  be  pleasant  to  the  historian,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the  work  itself.  I  have  been  lately  much 
flattered  with  the  praise  of  Dr.  Blair,  and  a  censure  of  the  Abb^  de  Mably ;  both 
of  them  are  precisely  the  men  from  whom  I  could  wish  to  obtain  praise  and  cen- 
sure, and  both  these  gratifications  I  have  the  pleasure  of  sharing  with  yourself. 
The  Abbe  appears  to  hate,  and  afiects  to  despise,  every  writer  of  his  own  times, 
who  has  been  well  received  by  the  public ;  and  Dr.  Blair,  who  is  a  master  in  one 
species  of  composition,  has  displayed,  on  every  subject,  the  warmest  feeling,  and 
the  most  accurate  judgment.  I  will  frankly  own  that  my  pride  is  elated,  as  oflen 
as  I  find  myself  ranked  in  the  triumvirate  of  British  historians  of  the  present  age, 
and  though  I  feel  myself  the  Lepidus,  I  contemplate  with  pleasure  the  superiority 
of  my  colleagues.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  assure  Dr.  A.  Smith  of  my  regard 
and  attachment.  I  consider  myself  as  writing  to  both,  and  will  not  fix  him  for  a 
separate  answer.  My  direction  is,  A  Monsieur  Momieur  Otbbojit  dk  Lausanne  en 
Suisse*    I  shall  often  plume  myself  on  the  friendship  of  Dr.  Robei-tson,  but  must  I 


228  NOTES  AND  nXUBTRATIONS  TO  THK 

tell  finvignen,  tluit  while  the  meaner  heroee  fight,  AohiDee  hee  xetued  firam  die 
war  9— I  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  moat  affectiopately  jooia,  £.  Oibmmu 

From  Mb.  Gnaov  to  Ds.  RoBBuaov. 

LOBD  SBBTFIBLD'a,  DOWBIBO  SlBBXT, 

March  26, 1788. 

Dbab  Sib, — ^An  error  in  year  direction  (to  Wimpole  Street,  where  I  never  had 
a  hoase)  delayed  aome  time  the  deliveiy  of  your  ^ly  ohliging  letter,  hot  that 
delay  ia  not  anfficieat  to  excnae  me  fiir  not  taking  an  earlier  notice  of  it  Peihapa 
the  nnmber  of  minute  hut  indiapenaAUe  carea  that  aeem  to  multiply  hefere  the  hour 
of  pnhfication,  may  prove  a  hotter  apolcgy,  eapecially  with  a  frimd  who  haa  him- 
aelf  paaaed  through  the  aame  laboora  to  the  aame  oonanmmation  The  important 
day  ia  now  fixed  to  the  8th  of  May,  and  it  waa  choaen  hy  Cadell,  aa  it  coincidea 
with  the  end  of  the  fiffy-firat  year  of  the  aothor'a  age.  That  honeet  and  liheral 
hookaeller  haa  invited  me  to  oelehrate  the  donhle  featival  hy  a  dinner  at  hia  honae. 
Some  of  oar  common  frienda  will  be  preaent,  hot  we  ahall  all  lament  yoor  aheenoe, 
and  that  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  {whoae  health  and  welfare  will  always  be  moat  inter- 
eating  to  me ;)  and  it  givea  me  real  conoem  that  the  time  of  your  viaita  to  the 
metropolis  haa  not  agreed  with  my  transient  residence  in  my  native  conntry.  I 
am  gratefol  for  the  opportunity  with  which  yoo  ftimiah  me  of  again  peraaing  your 
works  in  their  moat  improved  atate ;  and  I  have  deaired  CadeU  to  deapatch,  fiir  the 
nae  of  my  two  Edinburgh  firienda,  two  copies  of  the  laat  three  Tobmea  of  my  Hu- 
tary.  Whatever  may  be  the  inconstancy  of  taate  or  &ahion,  a  ratianal  lover  of 
fiune  may  be  aatiafied  if  he  deaervea  and  obtains  your  approbation.  The  praiae 
which  has  ever  been  the  moat  fiattering  to  my  ear  ia,  to  find  my  name  associated 
with  the  names  of  Bobertaon  and  Hnme ;  and  provided  I  can  maintain  my  place 
in  the  triumvirate,  I  am  indifierent  at  what  diatance  I  am  ranked  below  my  oom- 
paniona  and  maatera. 

With  regard  to  my  preaent  work,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  anrpaaaes  in 
variety  and  entertainment  at  leaat  the  aecond  and  third  rolmnes.  A  long  and 
eventful  period  is  compressed  into  a  smaller  apace,  and  the  new  barbariana  who 
now  aaaault  and  subvert  the  Boman  Empire,  eigoy  the  advantage  of  speaking  their 
own  language,  and  relating  their  own  ezploita. 

After  the  publication  of  theae  laat  volumes,  which  extend  to  the  siege  of  CSon- 
atantinople,  and  compriae  the  ruina  of  Ancient  Bome,  I  ahall  retire  (in  about  two 
montha)  to  Lausanne,  and  my  friends  will  be  pleaaed  to  hear  that  I  eijoy  in  that 
retreat  aa  much  repoae,  and  even  happineaa,  aa  ia  conaistent,  perhaps,  with  the 
human  condition.  At  proper  intervale  I  hope  to  repeat  my  visits  to  England,  but 
no  change  of  circumstance  or  aituation  will  probably  tempt  me  to  deaert  my  Swiaa 
residence,  which  unites  almost  every  adyantage  that  riches  can  give,  or  fimey 
deaire.  With  regard  to  my  future  literary  plans,  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  yon 
will  soon  read  in  my  Preface.  But  an  hour'a  conversation  with  you,  would  allow 
me  to  explain  aome  viaionaiy  deaigns  which  sometimes  float  in  my  mind ;  and  if  I 
ahould  ever  form  any  aerioua  reaolution  of  labours,  I  would  previously,  though  by 
the  imperfect  mode  of  a  letter,  conault  you  on  the  propriety  and  merit  of  any  new 
undertakings.— I  am,  with  great  regard,  Dear  Sir,  moat  faithfiiUy  yours, 

E.  GnaoB* 
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NoTB  G,  p.  167. 

As  Dr.  Bobertson  veceiTed  partienkr  sstis&ctioD  from  the  approbation  of  tfao 
geDtleman  whose  geographical  researches  suggested  the  first  idea  of  this  Disqnisi- 
tioD,  I  flatter  mjself  that  no  apology  is  necessaxy  for  the  liberty  I  take  in  qaoting 
a  short  extract  from  one  of  his  letters. 

Faox  Major  Berhsu.  to  Dr.  Bobcbtbov. 

LoHDOH,  2d  July  1791. 

.  •  .  After  reading  yoor  book  twice,  I  may  with  tmth  say,  that  I  was  never 
more  instructed  or  amused  than  by  the  pemsal  of  it ;  for  although  a  great  part  of 
its  subject  had  long  been  roTolying  in  my  mind,  yet  I  had  not  been  able  to  con- 
centrate the  matter  in  the  manner  you  ha?e  done,  or  to  make  the  di£B9rent  parts 
bear  on  each  other. 

The  subject  of  the  Appendix  was  what  interested  the  public  greatly ;  and  was 
only  to  be  acquired  (if  at  all)  by  the  study  or  pemsal  of  a  great  number  of  different 
tracts ;  a  task  not  to  be  accomplished  by  ordinary  readers. 

It  giyes  me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  ha?e  been  the  instrument  of  suggesting  such 
a  task  to  you  ;  and  I  shall  reflect  with  pleasure,  during  my  h'fe,  that  I  shall  trayel 
down  to  posterity  with  you ;  you,  in  your  place,  in  the  great  road  of  History, 
whilst  I  keep  the  side  path  of  Geography.  Since  I  understood  the  subject,  I  have 
ever  thought  that  the  best  historian  is  the  best  geographer ;  and  if  historians  would 
direct  a  proper  person,  skilled  in  the  principles  of  geography,  to  embody  (as  I  may 
say)  their  ideas  for  them,  the  historian  would  find  himself  better  served,  than  by 
relying  on  those  who  may  be  properly  styled  map^nakers.  For,  after  all,  whence 
does  the  geographer  derive  his  materials  but  from  the  labours  of  the  his- 
torian! .... 

Note  H,  p.  176. 

Since  these  remarks  on  Dr.  Bobertson's  style  were  written,  I  have  met  with 
some  critical  reflections  on  the  same  subject  by  Mr.  Burke,  too  honourable  for  Dr. 
Bobertson  to  be  suppressed  in  this  publication,  although,  in  some  particulars,  they 
do  not  coincide  with  the  opinion  I  have  presumed  to  state.^ 

"  There  is  a  style,"  says  Mr.  Burke,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Murphy  on  his 
translation  of  Tacitus,  "  which  daily  gains  ground  amongst  us,  whioh  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  further  advanced  by  a  writer  of  your  just  reputation.  The  tendency 
of  the  mode  to  which  I  allude  is,  to  establish  two  very  different  idioms  amongst 
us,  and  to  introduce  a  marked  distinction  between  the  English  that  is  written  and 
the  English  that  is  spoken.  This  practice,  if  grown  a  littie  more  general,  would 
confirm  this  distemper,  such  I  must  think  it,  in  our  language,  and  perhaps  render 
it  incurable. 

From  this  feigned  manner  of  faUeUOt  as  I  think  the  musicians  call  something  ol 


ii 


1  It  is  proper  for  me  to  mention,  that  I  have  which  it  appetnd  soino  yean  ego.  I  do  not 
no  Mttaoritj  for  the  attthenUeity  of  the  follow-  And,  howerer,  that  it  bei  been  erer  celled  in 
iag  peaaege  but  that  of  a  London  newspaper,  in       qooelion. 
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the  laine  sort  in  singiiig,  no  one  modern  hiatorian,  Bobertion  only  excepted,  it 
peifectly  free.  It  is  assumed,  I  know,  to  giTe  dignity  end  Tariety  to  the  style. 
Bat  whateyer  snocess  the  attempt  may  sometimes  have,  it  is  always  obtained  at 
the  expense  of  parity,  and  of  the  graces  that  are  natoral  and  appropriate  to  oar 
langoage.  It  is  true,  that  when  the  exigence  caDs  for  auxiliaries  of  all  sorts,  and 
oommon  language  becomes  unequal  to  the  demands  of  extraordinary  thoughts, 
something  ought  to  be  conceded  to  the  neoessities  which  make  '  ambition  Tiitne.' 
But  the  allowances  to  necesrities  ought  not  to  grow  into  a  practice.  Those  por- 
tents and  prodigies  ought  not  to  grow  too  common.  If  yon  have,  here  and  there, 
(much  more  rarely,  howerer,  than  others  of  great  and  not  unmerited  fame,)  fitillen 
into  an  error,  which  is  not  that  of  the  dull  or  careless,  yoa  have  an  author  who  is 
himself  g^ty,  in  his  own  tongue,  of  the  same  fault,  in  a  Tory  high  degree.  No 
anthor  thinks  more  deeply,  or  paints  more  strongly ;  but  he  seldom  or  erer  ex- 
presses himself  naturally.  It  is  plain,  that  comparing  him  with  Plautns  and 
Terence,  or  the  beautiful  fragments  of  Publius  Syrus,  he  did  not  write  the  language 
of  good  conTsrsation.  Cicero  is  much  nearer  to  it.  Tacitus,  and  the  writers  of 
his  time,  haye  frJlen  into  that  rice  by  aiming  at  a  poetical  style.  It  is  true,  that 
eloquence  in  both  modes  ef  rhetoric  is  fundamentally  the  same ;  but  the  manner  of 
handling  it  is  totally  different,  eyen  where  words  and  phrases  may  be  trans&rred 
from  the  one  of  these  departments  of  writing  to  the  other." 

For  this  encomiom  on  Dr.  Robertson^s  style,  when  considered  in  contrast  with 
that  of  Mr.  GKbbon,  (to  whom  it  is  presumable  that  Mr.  Burke*8  strictures  mora 
particularly  refer,)  there  is  unquestionably  a  yeiy  solid  foundation ;  but  in  estimat- 
ing the  merits  of  the  former  as  an  English  writer,  I  must  acknowledge  that  I 
should  neyer  haye  thought  of  angling  out  among  his  characteristical  excellences, 
an  approach  to  the  language  of  good  conyersation.  It  is  indeed  surprising,  when 
we  attend  to  the  eleyation  of  that  tone  which  he  uniformly  sustains,  how  yeiy 
seldom  his  turn  of  expression  can  be  censured  as  unnatural  or  affected.  The  graces 
of  his  composition,  howeyer,  although  great  and  yarious,  are  by  no  means  those 
which  are  appropriaie  to  our  language;  and,  in  frust,  he  knew  too  well  the  extent 
and  the  limits  of  his  own  powers  to  attempt  them.  Accordingly,  he  has  aimed  at 
perfoctions  of  a  still  higher  order,  the  e£E»ct  of  which  is  scarcely  diminished  when 
we  contemplate  them  through  the  medium  of  a  foreign  translation. 

Lord  Chesteifield*8  judgment  with  respect  to  Dr.  Bobertson,  while  it  is  equally 
flattering  with  that  of  Mr.  Burke,  appears  to  me  more  precise  and  just  "  There 
is  a  history  lately  come  out,  of  the  reign  of  Mary  Queen  of  Soots  and  her  son  King 
James,  written  by  one  Bobertson,  a  Scotchman,  which  for  eleomsM,  jnirtty,  and 
dignity,  I  will  not  scruple  to  compare  with  the  best  historians  extant,  not  except- 
ing Dayila,  Guicciardini,  and  perhaps  Liyy." 

May  I  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  in  the  opposite  extreme  to  that  fault  which 
Mr.  Burke  has  here  so  justly  censured,  there  is  another  originating  in  too  close  an 
adherence  to  what  he  recommends  as  the  model  of  good  writing,  the  ease  and 
familiarity  of  colloquial  discourse.  In  the  productions  of  his  more  adyanoed  years, 
he  has  oocasionaUy  frUlen  into  it  himself,  snd  has  sanctioned  it  by  his  example,  in 
the  numerous  herd  of  his  imitators,  who  are  inci^ble  of  atoning  for  it,  by  oofrjring 
the  exquisite  and  inimitable  beauties  which  abound  in  his  compositions.  For  my 
own  part,  I  can  much  more  easily  reconcile  myself,  in  a  graye  and  dignified  aigu* 
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ment,  to  tbe  dtdda  vUia  of  Tadtcu  and  of  Gibbon,  than  to  that  affectation  of  eaiU 
words  and  allnaions  wbich  so  often  debaaes  Mr.  Burke*8  eloquence,  and  which  was 
long  ago  stigmatized  by  Swift  as  "the  most  minoiM  of  all  the  oomxptions  of  a 
language.'* 

NoTB  I,  p.  177. 

It  might  be  considered  by  some  as  a  blameable  omission,  if  I  were  to  pass  over 
in  silence  the  marks  of  regard  which  Dr.  Bobertson  received  from  different  literary 
Academies  on  the  Continent  I  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  honour  conferred 
on  him  by  the  Boyal  Academy  of  History  at  Madrid ;  bnt  it  remains  for  me  to 
mention,  that,  in  1781,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Foreign  Members  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Padna ;  and  in  1783,  one  of  the  Foreign  Members  of  the  Imperial 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  St.  Petersbnxg. 

From  the  last  of  these  cities,  he  was  hononred  witii  another  very  flattering  dis- 
tinction, the  intelligence  of  which  was  conyeyed  to  him  by  his  friend  Dr.  Bogersoo, 
in  a  letter,  from  which  the  following  passage  is  transcribed : — 

"  Year  Hiitory  of  America  was  receiyed  and  perosed  by  her  Imperial  Mijesty 
with  singular  marks  of  approbation.  All  your  historical  prodactions  have  been 
ever  favourite  parts  of  her  reading.  Not  long  ago,  doing  me  the  honour  to  converse 
with  me  upon  historical  composition,  she  mentioned  you  with  particular  distinction, 
and  with  much  admiration  of  that  sagacity  and  discernment  displayed  by  you  in 
painting  the  human  mind  and  character,  as  diversified  by  the  Tsrious  causes  that 
operated  upon  it,  in  those  eras  and  states  of  society  of  which  your  subject  led  you 
to  treat.  She  assigned  you  the  place  of  first  model  in  that  species  of  composition. 
As  to  the  Hittory  of  Charles  F.,  she  was  pleased  to  add,  (Tett  le^oompaffnon  eon- 
stand  de  tous  mes  voyages  ;  je  ne  me  lasse  jamais  d  le  Hre^  et  particuli^emeiU  le 
premier  volume, 

"  She  then  presented  a  veiy  handsome  gold  enamelled  snuff-boz,  richly  set  with 
diamonds,  ordering  me  to  transmit  it  to  yoo,  and  to  desire  your  acceptance  of  it  as 
a  mark  of  her  esteem,  observing,  at  the  same  time,  most  graciously,  that  a  person 
whose  labours  had  afforded  her  so  much  satisfiMstion,  merited  some  attention  from 
her.'* 

Note  E,  p.  179. 

"  The  mixture  of  ecclesiastical  and  lay-members  in  the  Church  Courts  is  attended 
with  the  happiest  effects.  It  oorrects  that  esprit  de  corps  which  is  apt  to  preyail 
in  all  assemblies  of  professional  men.  It  affords  the  principal  nobility  and  gentry 
of  Scotiand  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly  when  any 
interesting  object  calls  for  their  attendance ;  and  although  in  the  fiu^tious  and 
troublesome  times  which  our  ancestors  saw,  the  Gleneral  Assembly,  by  means  of 
this  mixture,  became  a  scene  of  political  debate,  this  accidental  evil  is  counter- 
balanced by  permanent  good ;  for  the  presence  of  thoee  lay-members  of  high  rank, 
whose  names  are  usually  found  upon  the  roll  of  the  Assembly,  has  a  powerful  in- 
fluence in  maintaining  that  connexion  between  church  and  state  which  is  necessary 
for  the  peace,  security,  and  welfare  of  both.*' ^ 

iMaofDr.  Hffl. 
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Hon  L,  p.  184. 

The  paper  referred  to  in  the  text  it  entitled,  "  Beaaons  of  Dinent  from  the  JndflP- 
ment  and  Reaolation  of  the  GominiMion,  March  11, 1752,  veeolTing  to  inflict  no 
Genrara  on  the  Freebyterj  of  DonfennUnefbr  their  Diiohedience  in  relation  to  the 
Settlement  of  Inverkeithing."  It  it  rabtcribed  b^  Dr.  Boberteon,  Dr.  Blair,  Mr. 
John  Home,  and  a  few  of  their  friends.    I  ahall  inljoin  the  first  two  articles  :— 

1.  "  Beoanse  we  oonoeiye  this  sentmoe  of  the  Commission  to  be  inconsistent 
with  the  natnre  and  first  prinoiples  of  society.  When  men  are  considered  as 
indiyidnals,  we  acknowledge  that  they  have  no  guide  bnt  their  own  onderstsnding^ 
and  no  judge  bnt  their  own  conscience.  Bnt  we  hold  it  for  an  undeniable  prin- 
ciple, that  as  members  of  society,  they  are  bound  in  many  instances  to  follow  the 
judgment  of  the  society.  By  joining  together  in  society,  we  enjoy  msny  advan- 
tages, which  we  could  neither  purchase  nor  secure  in  a  disunited  state.  In 
consideration  of  these,  we  consent  that  regulati<ms  for  publio  order  shall  be  esta- 
blished, not  by  the  prirate  fimcy  of  every  indiTidual,  but  hy  the  judgment  of  the 
minority,  or  <k  those  with  whom  the  society  has  consented  to  entrust  the  legislative 
power.  Their  judgment  must  aBcessarily  be  absolute  and  finsl,  and  their  decisions 
receiyed  as  the  voioe  and  instruction  of  the  whole.  In  a  numerous  society  it 
seldom  happens  that  all  the  members  think  unifonnly  concerning  the  wisdom  and 
expedience  of  sny  public  regulation ;  bnt  no  sooner  is  that  regulation  enacted, 
than  private  judgment  is  so  fiur  superseded,  that  even  ihey  who  disapprove  it,  are, 
notwithstanding,  bound  to  obey  it,  and  to  put  it  in  execution  if  required ;  unless  in 
a  oase  of  such  gross  iniquity  and  manifest  violation  of  the  original  design  of  the 
society  as  justi^s  resistance  to  the  supreme  power,  and  makes  it  better  to  have 
the  society  dissolved  than  to  submit  to  established  iniquity.  Such  extraordinaiy 
cases  we  can  easily  conceive  there  may  be,  as  will  give  any  man  a  just  title  to  seek 
the  dissolution  of  the  society  to  which  he  belongs,  or  at  least  wiU  fully  justify  his 
withdrawing  from  it.  But  as  long  as  he  continues  in  it,  professes  regard  fer  it, 
•nd  reaps  the  emoluments  of  it,  if  he  refuses  to  obey  its  laws,  he  manifestly  acts 
both  a  disorderiy  and  dishonest  part ;  he  lays  daim  to  the  privileges  of  the  society 
while  he  contemns  the  authority  of  it,  and  by  sll  principles  of  equity  and  reason  is 
justly  sulgected  to  its  censures.  They  who  maintain  that  such  disobedienoe 
deserves  no  censure,  maintain  in  effect,  that  there  ahould  be  no  such  thing  as 
government  and  order.  They  deny  those  first  principles  by  which  men  ere  united 
in  society,  and  endeavour  to  establish  such  maxims  as  will  justify  not  onfy  licen- 
tiousness in  ecclesiastical,  but  rebellion  and  disorder  in  civil  government  And, 
therefore,  as  the  Reverend  Gommiasion  have,  by  their  sentence,  declared  that  dis- 
obedience to  the  supreme  judicature  of  the  Church  neither  infers  guilt,  nor  deserves 
censure ;  as  they  have  surrendered  a  right  essential  to  the  nature  and  subsistence 
of  every  society ;  as  they  have  (so  far  as  lay  in  them)  betrayed  the  privileges  and 
deserted  the  orders  of  the  constitution,  we  could  not  have  acted  a  dutiful  part  to 
the  church,  nor  a  safe  one  to  ourMlves,  unless  we  had  dissented  from  this  sentence, 
and  craved  liberty  to  represent  to  this  venerable  Assembly  that  this  deed  appears 
to  us  to  be  manifestly  beyond  the  powers  of  a  Commission. 

2.  "  Because  this  sentence  of  the  Commission,  as  it  is  subversive  of  society  in 
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general,  so,  In  our  judgments,  it  is  absohitelj  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  pr^ 
serration  of  ecclesiastical  society  in  particular.  The  characters  which  we  bear,  of 
Ifinisters  and  Elders  of  this  Church,  render  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  declazei  that 
we  join  with  all  Protestants  in  acknowledgmg  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  only 
King  and  Head  of  his  Church.  We  admit  that  the  Church  is  not  merely  a  Tohm- 
tary  society,  but  a  society  founded  by  the  laws  of  Christ  But  to  his  laws  we  con- 
ceive  it  to  be  most  agreeable,  that  order  should  be  preserved  in  the  external 
administration  of  the  affiurs  of  the  Church.  And  we  contend,  in  the  words  of  our 
(kmftuion  ofFaiih^  '  That  there  are  some  circumstances  oonceming  the  worship 
of  God,  and  the  government  of  the  Church,  conmion  to  human  actions  and  sodetiea, 
which  are  to  be  ordered  by  the  light  of  nature  and  Christian  prudence  according 
to  the  general  roles  of  the  word,  which  are  always  to  be  observed.'  It  is  very 
evident  that  unless  the  Church  were  supported  by  continual  miracles,  and  a  per- 
petual and  extraordinary  interposition  of  Heaven,  it  can  only  subsist  by  those 
fundamental  maxims  by  which  all  society  subsists.  A  kingdom  divided  against 
itself  cannot  stand.  There  can  be  no  union,  and  by  consequence  there  can  be  no 
society,  where  there  is  no  subordination ;  and  therefore  since  miracles  are  now 
ceased,  we  do  conceive  that  no  charch  or  ecclesiastical  society  can  exist  without 
obedience  required  from  its  members,  and  enforced  by  proper  sanctions.  Aocord- 
ingly,  there  never  was  any  regularly  constituted  Church  in  the  Christian  world, 
where  there  was  not  at  the  same  time  some  exercise  of  discipline  and  authority. 
It  has  indeed  been  asserted,  '  That  the  censures  of  the  Church  are  never  to  be 
inflicted,  but  upon  open  transgressors  of  the  laws  of  Christ  himself;  and  that  no 
man  is  to  be  constructed  an  open  transgressor  of  the  laws  of  Christ  for  not  obey- 
ing the  commands  of  any  assembly  of  fallible  men,  when  he  declares  it  was  a  con- 
scientious regard  to  the  wiU  of  Christ  that  led  him  to  this  disobedience.* — ^This  is 
called  asserting  liberty  of  conscience,  and  supporting  the  rights  of  private  judg- 
ment ;  and  upon  such  reasonings  the  Beverend  Commission  proceeded  in  coming 
to  that  decision  of  which  we  now  complain.  But  we  think  ourselves  called  on  to 
say,  and  we  say  it  with  concern,  that  such  principles  as  these  appear  to  us  calcul- 
ated to  establish  the  most  extravagant  maxims  of  independency,  and  to  overthrow 
from  the  very  foundation  that  happy  ecclesiastical  constitution  which  we  gloiy  in 
being  members  of,  and  which  we  are  resolved  to  support  For  upon  these  prin- 
ciples, no  Church  whatever,  consisting,  as  every  Charch  on  earth  must  consist,  of 
faUihU  men,  has  right  to  inflict  any  censure  on  any  disobedient  person.  Let  such 
person  only  think  fit  boldly  to  use  the  name  of  conscience,  and  sheltered  under  its 
authority,  he  acquires  at  once  a  right  of  doing  whatsoever  is  good  in  his  own  eyes. 
If  anarchy  and  confusion  follow,  as  no  doubt  they  wiU,  there  is  it  seems  no  remedy. 
We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  brethren  who  profess  to  hold  such  principles,  ought  to 
have  acted  more  consistently  with  them,  and  not  to  have  joined  themselves  to  any 
Church  till  once  they  had  found  out  an  assembly  of  infaOibie  men,  to  whose  autho- 
rity they  would  have  acknowledged  submission  to  be  due.  We  allow  to  the  right 
of  private  judgment  all  the  extent  and  obligation  that  reason  or  religion  requires ; 
but  we  can  never  admit,  that  any  man's  private  judgment  gives  him  a  right  to  dis- 
turb, with  impunity,  all  public  order.  We  hold,  that  as  evezy  man  has  a  right  to 
judge  for  himself  in  religious  matters,  so  every  Church,  or  society  of  Christians, 
has  a  right  to  judge  for  itself,  what  method  of  external  administration  is  ihost 
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jigraeable  to  the  laws  of  Chrirt ;  and  so  man  -ooglit  to  become  a  member  of  tbat 
Omrch,  who  ia  not  reeoWed  to  oonfonn  himaelf  to  ita  adminiatradon.  We  think 
it  yerj  oonaistent  with  conacienoe  for  inferiors  to  disapprove,  in  their  own  mind,  of 
« judgment  given  by  a  superior  oonrt,  and  yet  to  pnt  that  judgment  in  execution 
aa  the  deed  of  their  superiors  for  conscience  sake ;  seeing  we  humbly  oanoeive  it  is, 
.or  ought  to  be,  a  matter  of  consdenoe  with  every  member  of  the  Church,  to  si^ 
port  the  authority  of  that  Church  to  which  he  belongs.  Church  censures  are  de- 
clared by  oar  Oonfe$non  ofFaitk  to  be  'necessary,  not  only  for  gaining  and  re- 
.oUiming  the  offisuding  brethren,  but  also  fer  deterring  of  others  from  the  like 
offences,  and  for  purging  out  the  leav«n  which  might  leaven  the  whole  lump.* 
What  these  censures  are,  and  what  the  crimes  against  which  they  are  directed,  is 
easily  to  be  learned  from  the  constitntion  of  eveiy  Church,  and  whoever  believes  its 
censure  to  be  too  severe,  or  its  known  orders  and  lawa  to  be  in  any  respect  iniqui- 
loos,  so  that  he  cannot  in  conacienoe  comply  with  tbem,  ought  to  beware  of  in- 
volving himself  in  sin  by  entering  into  it ;  or  if  he  hath  raahly  joined  himself  he 
is  bound  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  Christian,  to  withdraw,  and  to  keep  his  con- 
science clear  and  undefiled.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  judicature,  which  is 
appointed  to  be  the  guardian  and  defender  of  the  laws  and  orders  of  the  society, 
shall  absolve  them  who  break  their  laws,  from  all  censure,  and  by  auch  a  deed  en- 
courage and  invite  to  future  disobedience,  we  conceive  it  will  be  found  that  they 
have  exceeded  their  powers,  and  betrayed  their  trust  in  the  most  essential 
instance.**  .  •  •  • 

Note  M,  p.  185. 

"  Dr.  Bobertson*s  system  with  respect  to  the  Law  of  Patronage  proceeded  on 
the  following  prindi^es : — ^That  as  patronage  is  the  law  of  the  land,  the  conrta  of  a 
national  church  established  and  protected  by  law,  and  all  the  individual  ministers 
of  that  church,  are  bound,  in  as  far  as  it  depends  upon  exertions  arising  from  the 
duties  of  their  place,  to  give  it  e£fect:  that  every  opposition  to  the  legal  rights  of 
patrons  tends  to  diminish  that  reverence  which  all  the  sul|}ects  of  a  free  govern- 
ment ought  to  entertain  for  the  law ;  and  that  it  ia  dangerous  to  accustom  the  people 
to  think  that  they  can  elude  the  law  or  defeat  its  operation,  because  success  in  one 
instance  leads  to  greater  licentiousness.  Upon  these  principles  Dr.  Bobertson 
thought  that  the  church  courts  betrayed  their  duty  to  the  constitotion,  when  the 
spirit  of  their  decisions,  or  negligence  in  enforcing  obedience  to  their  orders,  created 
unnecessary  obstacles  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  patronage,  and  fostered  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  the  false  idea  that  they  have  a  right  to  choose  their  own 
ministers,  or  even  a  negative  upon  the  nomination  of  the  patron.  He  was  well 
aware  that  the  subjects  of  Qnst  Britain  are  entitled  to  apply  in  a  constitutional 
manner  for  the  repeal  of  evezy  law  which  they  consider  as  a  grievance.  But  while 
he  supported  patronage  as  the  existing  law,  he  regarded  it  also  as  the  most  ex- 
pedient method  of  settling  vacant  parishes.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the 
people  are  competent  judges  of  those  qualities  which  a  minister  should  possess  in 
order  to  be  a  useful  teacher  either  of  the  doctrines  of  pure  reHgion,  or  of  the  precepts 
of  sound  morality.  He  suspected  that  if  the  probationers  of  the  Church  were 
taught  to  consider  their  success  in  obtaining  a  settlement  as  depending  upon  a 
popular  election,  many  of  them  would  be  tempted  to  adopt  a  manner  of  preaching 
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more  calculated  to  please  the  people  than  to  promoto  their  edifioatioii.  He  tboDght 
that  there  ia  little  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  abase  of  the  law  of  patronage;, 
beoanse  the  presentee  must  be  chosen  from  amongst  those  whom  the  Church  itself 
had  approved  of^  and  had  licensed  as  qualified  for  the  office  of  the  ministiy ;  becansg 
a  presentee  cannot  be  admitted  to  the  benefice,  if  any  relevant  charge  as  to  his  lifo 
or  doctrine  be  prored  against  him ;  and  beoanse,  after  ordination  and  admission, 
he  is  liable  to  be  deposed  for  improper  conduct.  When  CToiy  possible  precantion 
is  thus  taken  to  preTont  unqualified  persons  from  being  introduced  into  the 
Church,  or  those  who  afterwards  prore  unwortl^  from  remaining  in  it,  the  occa- 
sional evils  and  abuses  from  which  no  human  institution  is  exempted,  could 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Bobertson,  be  iairlj  urged  as  reasons  against  the  law 
of  patronage?  .... 

"  Such  was  the  system  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  friends  of  his  youth.  Dr. 
Bobertson  ably  supported  for  thirty  years  after  his  first  appearance  in  the  General 
Assembly.  In  speaking  upon  a  particular  question,  he  sometimeB  gave  the  out- 
lines of  this  system  finr  the  satisfriction  of  the  House  in  general,  and  the  instruction 
of  the  younger  members.  The  decisions,  which  for  a  long  course  of  years  he 
dictated,  form  a  common  Iaw  of  the  Church  in  which  the  system  is  unfolded.  His 
conversation  imprinted  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  were  admitted  to  it  during 
the  course  of  the  Assembly,  the  principles  which  pervaded  his  decisions :  and  thus 
were  diffused  throughout  the  Church  the  rational  and  consistont  ideas  of  Ft^by- 
terian  government  upon  which  he  and  his  friends  uniformly  acted. 

**  These  ideas  continue  to  direct  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land. For  although  it  is  not  likely  that  any  member  of  that  House  will  ever 
possess  the  unrivalled,  undisputed  influence  with  his  brethren  to  which  peculiar 
advantages  of  character  and  situation  conducted  Dr.  Bobertson,  his  principles  sre 
so  thoroughly  understood,  snd  so  cordially  approved  by  the  great  majority  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  that  by  means  of  that  attontioo  to  the  business  and  forms  of 
the  House  which  is  paid  by  some  of  his  early  friends  who  yet  survive,  and  by  a 
succession  of  younger  men  trained  in  his  school,  the  Ecclesiastical  afiairs  of  Scot- 
land proceed  on  the  same  orderly  systematical  plan  which  was  first  introduced  by 
the  ability,  the  prudence,  the  firmness,  the  candour  and  moderation  which  he 
displayed  upon  every  occasion." 

NoTB  N,  p.  191. 

A  few  particulars,  "  in  addition  to  Dr.  Erskine's  funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of 
Dr.  Bobertson,"  have  been  kindly  communicated  to  me  by  my  friend  the  Bev.  Sir 
Heniy  Moncreifi'  Wellwood,  Bart.  The  testimony  which  they  contain  to  Dr. 
Bobertson*s  merite  as  an  ecclesiastical  leader,  will  have  no  small  weight  with  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  worth  and  the  talente  of  the  writer. 

"  In  mentioning  the  character  of  Dr.  Bobertson  as  a  leader  of  the  prevailing 
party  in  the  Church,  there  is  a  circumstence  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  by 
which  he  distinguished  himself  frxnn  all  his  predecessors  who  had  held  the  same 
situation.  Before  his  time,  those  of  the  clergy  who  pretended  to  guide  the  deli- 
berations of  the  General  Assembly,  derived  the  chief  part  of  their  influence  from 
their  connexion  with  the  men  who  had  the  management  of  Scots  afiSurs.    They 
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•Bowed  themidvM  to  receive  inttmotionf  from  tbem,  and  eran  from  thoee  who 
acted  mider  them.  They  looked  up  to  them  as  their  patrona,  and  ranged  tiiem- 
■eWea  with  their  dependeota.  Their  influence,  of  ooneequence,  anbaiited  no  longw 
than  the  powers  from  which  it  was  deriTed.  A  change  in  the  management  of 
Scots  aflEdrs  either  left  the  proyailing  party  in  the  Church  withoat  their  leaden,  or 
obliged  their  leaden  to  sahmit  to  the  meanness  of  receiving  instraeiions  from  oUwr 
patrons. — ^Dr.  Bobertson,  from  the  beginning,  disengaged  himself  completely  frtm 
«  dependence  which  was  never  respectable,  and  to  which  he  felt  himself  superior. 
He  had  the  conntenance  of  men  in  power;  but  he  rsoeiTad  it  as  a  man  who  Judged 
for  himself^  and  whose  influence  was  his  own.  The  political  changes  of  his  time 
did  not  affect  his  situation.  The  diflerent  men  who  had  the  management  of  Scots 
afiain  unifiDnnly  co-operated  with  him,— but  though  they  assisted  him,  they  looked 
up  to  kUperaoncd  tn^nenea  in  the  Church,  which  no  man  in  the  oounixy  believed 
to  be  derived  from  ikem, 

"  Those  who  d]£Ebred  most  in  opinion  with  Dr.  Bobertson,  but  who  sie  smcenty 
attached  to  the  interests  and  to  the  integrity  of  the  Church,  must  allow  this  con- 
duct to  have  been  both  respectable  sad  meritorious.  It  will  always  reflect  honour 
on  his  memory,  and  has  left  an  impwtant  lesson  to  his  successors. 

"It  is  not  useless  to  mention  his  fairness  in  the  debates  of  the  Assembly. 
Whether  his  opponents  were  convinced  by  his  arguments  or  not,  they  were  com- 
monly sensible  of  the  candour  with  which  he  stated  them,  and  of  the  personal 
respect  with  which  they  were  treated  by  him.  And  though  the  concessions  which 
he  was  always  ready  to  make  to  them  when  they  did  not  affect  the  substance  of  his 
own  argument,  might  be  imputed  to  political  sagacity  as  well  as  to  candour,  there 
was  uniformly  an  appearance  of  candour  in  his  manner,  by  which  he  preserved  their 
good  opinion,  end  which  greatly  contributed  to  extend  his  influence  smong  his  own 
friends.  like  all  popular  meetings,  the  Gteneral  Assembly  sometimes  contains  in- 
dividuals who  have  more  acuteness  than  delicacy,  and  who  allow  themselves  to 
eke  out  their  arguments  by  rude  and  personal  invectives.  Dr.  Bobertson  had  a 
superior  address  in  nplying  to  men  of  this  cast,  without  adopting  their  asperity, 
and  often  made  them  feel  the  absurdity  of  the  penonal  attack,  by  the  attention 
which  he  seemed  to  bestow  on  their  argument 

"  It  should  be  mentioned  also,  that  Dr.  Bobertson's  early  example,  and  his  in- 
fluence in  more  advanced  life,  chiefly  contributed  to  render  the  debates  in  the 
Assembly  interesting  and  respectable,  by  bringing  forward  all  the  men  of  abilities 
to  their  natural  share  of  the  public  business.  Before  his  time  this  had  been  ahnoet 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  older  memben  of  the  Church,  who  were  the  only  per- 
sons that  were  thought  entitled  to  deliver  their  opinions,  and  whoee  influence  was 
often  derived  more  from  their  age  than  from  their  judgment  or  their  talents. 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  the  reasons,  which  led  Dr.  Bobertson  to  retire  from  the 
Assembly  after  1780,  have  ever  been  thoroughly  understood.  They  were  not  aug- 
gested  by  his  age,  for  he  was  then  only  fiity-nine ;  nor  by  any  diminution  of  his 
influence,  for,  in  the  Apprehension  of  the  public,  it  was  at  that  time  as  great  as  it 
had  ever  been.  It  is  very  probable  that  he  anticipated  a  time  when  a  new  leader 
might  come  forward ;  and  thought  it  better  to  retire  while  his  influence  was  un- 
diminished, than  to  run  the  risk,  in  the  end  of  his  life,  of  a  struggle  with  younger 
men,  who  might  be  as  successful  as  he  had  been.    But  I  recollect  distinctiy,  what 
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be  once  nid  to  myself  on  the  labject,  whicli  I  am  penoAded  he  repeated  to  many 
others.  He  had  been  often  reproached  by  the  more  Tiolent  men  of  his  party  iat 
not  adopting  stranger  measmes,  than  he  thought  either  right  or  wiae.  He  had 
yielded  to  them  many  points  against  his  own  judgment ;  but  they  were  not  satis- 
fied :  he  was  plagued  with  letters  of  reproach  and  remonstrance  on  a  variety  of 
BulgeotSy  and  he  complained  of  the  petulance  and  acrimony  with  which  they  were 
written.  But  there  waa  one  sul^ject,  which,  for  some  years  before  he  retiied,  had 
become  particularly  uneasy  to  him,  and  on  which  he  said  he  had  been  more  uiged 
and  fretted  than  on  all  the  other  suljects  of  contention  in  the  Church ;  the  scheme 
into  which  many  of  his  friends  entered  aealously  for  abolishing  subscription  to  the 
Confetium  of  Faith  and  Formula.  Thia  he  expiesaly  declared  his  resolution  to 
resiat  in  every  form.  But  he  waa  so  much  teased  with  remonstrances  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  he  mentioned  them  as  havbg  at  least  cof^irmed  his  resolution  to  retire. 
He  claimed  to  himself  the  merit  of  having  prevented  this  cantroversy  from  being 
agitated  in  the  AssemUies ;  but  warned  me  aa  a  young  man  that  it  would  become 
the  chief  controversy  of  my  time,  and  stated  to  me  the  reasons  which  had  de- 
termined his  opinion  on  the  subject  The  conversation  was  probably  about  1782 
or  1783.  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  it ;  though  I  have  no  idea  that  his  pre- 
diction will  be  verified,  aa  the  controversy  seems  to  be  more  asleep  now  tliaj^  it  was 
a  few  yean  ago.** 


[To  the  proo&  which  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  produce  of  Dr.  Bobertsonl 
liberal  and  tolereting  spirit  towards  those  classes  of  Dissenten  firom  the  establiahed 
Chureh  of  Scotland  whose  views,  on  many  important  points,  were  the  most  ob- 
noxiouB  to  his  own  principles  and  feelings  aa  a  Presbyterian,  I  shall  subjoin  two 
letten  from  the  late  learned  and  excellent  Dr.  Douglas,  Bishop  of  Carliale,  and 
afterwards  of  Salisbury.  Their  contents  speak  sufficiently  for  themselves,  without 
the  aid  of  any  comment. 

WiHDSOR  Cabtle,  March  17,  1791. 

Dbab  Sib, — ^That  I  have  not,  long  ago,  acknowledged  your  &voor  of  February 
8th,  has  been  owing  to  my  having  been  much  haraased  with  the  gout,  which  seema 
now  to  promise  me  some  respite. 

The  liberality  of  your  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  application  of  the  Episcopal 
clergy,  does  you  gpreat  honour.  In  this  age  of  unlimited  toleration,  it  has  much 
surprised  me,  that  a  Bill  to  remove  persecuting  penalties,  firom  a  set  of  men  who 
have  given  substantial  proo&  of  their  being  no  longer  bad  subjects,  should  have 
fiiiled  in  two  sessions  of  Parliament  I  make  no  doubt  that  your  sentiments,  and 
those  of  your  brethren  of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland,  will  be  of  service  in 
removing  the  prejudices  and  mistakes  which  have  hitherto  prevented  these  poor 
people^s  relief.  Not  having  of  late  attended  the  House,  I  sent  a  copy  of  your  letter 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  I  had,  laat  year,  put  into  his  Grace's  hands  a 
letter  from  Principal  Campbell  of  Aberdeen,  expressive  of  sentiments  agreeing 
with  yours  on  the  subject ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  they  will  be  communicated 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  make  a  suitable  impression. 

Tou  do  me  great  honour  in  mentioning  your  intended  present  of  a  copy  of  your 
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oew  pubUcatioii,  wbich  I  haye  long  expected  with  impatienoe,  as  I  had  beard  of  it 
from  Cadell  manj  montha  ago.— ^I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  moat  ftithfol  and  obedient 
aemmti  J.  Caxuol. 

LoiDOir,  Mc^  28, 179S. 

Dbab  Sm,— I  did  not  aooner  acknowiedge  yonrs  of  the  lat,  beoanae  tbe  fiite  of 
the  Bill,  about  which  you  interested  yonraeU^  remained  long  in  anspenae  in  the 
Honse  of  Lords.  I  can  now  infonn  yon,  that  it  passed  there  a  few  days  ago,  and 
is  now  before  the  other  Honse,  where,  I  make  no  doabt,  it  will  meet  with  no  opfth 
sition.  Lord  Chancellor  seems  to  be  the  single  person  in  either  Honse,  who  ever 
entertained  any  acrupleson  the  auljeet,  from  the  time  the  matter  was  first  broo^ 
into  Parliament,  two  or  three  yean  ago.  The  friends  of  the  Bill  had  in  ^ain  en- 
deaTOored  to  remote  hia  prqjndioea ;  and  last  year,  though  I  pnt  your  fonner  letter 
and  another  fitim  Dr.  Campbell,  equally  faTonrable  to  the'  daim  of  your  late  non- 
jurors, into  his  hands,  no  impression  seemed  to  ha^e  been  made.  It  was  deteib 
mined  this  year  to  begin  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  on  the  sacond  reading  of  the 
Bill,  Lord  Chancellor  found  it  neoessaiy  to  state  what  his  oljections  were ;  and 
these  were  so  completely  answered  by  Lord  Stonnont,  the  Bishop  of  St  David'Si 
and  others,  that  hia  Loi^hip  dropped  his  opposition,  and  lent  his  assistanoe  ireiy 
kindly  in  the  committee,  by  the  introduction  of  several  clauses,  which  were  readUy 
adopted.  By  one  of  those  clauses,  besides  taking  the  oaths,  the  Episcopal  deigy 
now  claiming  reEef,  are  to  subscribe  to  the  Thirty-Nine  Articles  of  the  Church  of 
England,  which  Bishop  Skinner,  their  dekgste  here,  seems  to  think  will  be  cheer- 
fully oomplied  with.  The  liberal  sentiments  of  the  deigy  of  the  Established 
Church  of  Scotland,  on  this  subject,  were  mentioned  in  the  most  honourable  terms, 
in  the  course  of  the  debates ;  by  Lord  Stonnont  in  particular. 

I  hope  this  wiU  find  you  perfectly  recovered  fitim  your  late  indisposition ;  and, 
with  sincere  wishes  for  the  oontinnanoe  of  your  health,  I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  yoor 
most  fiuihful  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  Saxdm. 

To  these  letters  I  shall  add  a  third,  from  a  foreign  statesman,  whose  enlightened 
and  benevolent  mind  stamps  a  value  on  the  slightest  relic  with  which  his  name  is 
connected. 

Mitt  S*  Mio, — ^Por  reladones  antenticas  y  notidas  originales  del  OdbaBero  qut 
uth  d  la  cabeza  de  lospoeos  OatoUooe  remdentes  en  e$a  einSdad  de  HdinUmrffo  se 
ha  sabido  aqui  quan  singularmente  humano  y  benevdo  se  h&  manifestado  V.  S. 
hada  eUos  en  las  Juntas  y  deliberadones  dd  clero  Protestante  de  E^cocia  en  medio 
de  las  persecuciones  susdtadas  contra  los  mismos  2l  prindpios  de  Febrero  de  este 
aSo ;  ezponiendose  tal  vez  per  dlo  k  sufnr  injurias  h  insultos  de  los  fanaticos. 

Me  parece  que  la  loable  condacta  de  Y.  S.  en  tan  criticas  drcmistancias  le  sera 
muy  honorifica,  y  grangearft  el  mayor  credito  y  apredo  en  el  concepto  de  todos 
los  hombros  dotados  de  moderacion,  probidad  y  disoemimiento,  oomo  muy  propia 
de  un  sabio  juidoBo  y  homano,  y  sem^ante  &  la  que  ban  tenido  todos  los  de  sn 
clase  en  los  siglos  mas  ilostrados. 

Poedo  asegurar  6  Y.  S.  que  tales  ban  ddo  loa  efeotos  que  prodozo  esta  noticia 
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en  la  Rl.  Academia  dela  Historia :  la  qnal  al  oir  el  generoao  proceder  de  sa  docto 
mdividuo,  j  bus  buenos  oficioe  &  (krm  de  nnestrofl  hennanoe  afligidoe  ae  oomplacid 
Binceramente ;  oonfinnandola  de  nuevo  esta  prueba  en  el  yenti^'oeo  conoepto  que 
tiene  hecho  no  lolo  de  loa  takntos  de  Y.  8.  nno  tambien  de  in  dulnra,  templanaa 
7  madnres,  bien  patentea  en  soi  ohttiM, 

Am  me  enoarga  manifeetanek)  &  V.  S.  dicho  cnerpo,  jnsto  apreciador  no  menot 
de  las  qoalidades  recomendables  del  coraaon  qne  de  las  Inoes  superiores ;  j  no 
duda  que  bien  persuadida  la  penetradon  de  Y.  8.  de  qnan  importante  te  en  nn 
estado  la  pas  y  concordia  religiosa  entre  loa  Taaallos  de  nn  mismo  soberano,  j  aim 
para  la  prosperidad  publica,  continuarJL  en  dispensar  &  loa  CJatoUoos  an  &vor ;  oon- 
fiando  que  no  podril  eato  dexar  de  ser  aoepto  6  8.  M.  B.  &  qnien  riempre  permane- 
cerin  ellos  aczeditandoi  oomo  basta  aqui  an  inviolable  lealtad  j  debida  obedienda 
ad  por  las  mazimas  j  preoeptoe  de  nnestra  religion,  oomo  por  reconocimiento  a  la 
benignidad  y  proteodon  oon  qne  aqnel  Monaica,  y  el  Parlamento  acaban  de  tirntar 
el  ano  paaado  &  ens  hermanos  de  Inglaterra. 

Mis  sentimientoB  son  enteramente  oonfonnes  &  loa  ezpresadoa.  Con  ellos  me 
ofreaco  muy  de  Tens  &  la  obediencia  de  Y.  8.  anhelando  ooadones  en  qne  moatrarle 
mi  singular  estimadon  y  afeeto. 

Dios  gnarde  &  Y.  8.  muchoe  a&os.  Madrid  19  de  Jnnio  de  1779.  B.  L.  M.  de 
Y.  S.  su  segoro  senridor, 

D"*  PeDBO  BoDRIOUSZ  DB  CAMPOlCAVaS. 

S^'  D^'  QuaUmno  BoberUon,  EdMmrgo}} 


I  I  un  indebtad  to  a  fH«nd  for  a  literal 
tnoBlation  of  (be  above  teUer.  In  tnneaEibiJig 
U  for  ibe  prees,  I  baTo  Uken  no  liberty  wltb 
his  Tcnion,  bat  that  of  recrenoblng  a  few  dr- 
coitoos  modea  of  expfearion»  whidi  did  not 
eeem  to  aooord  with  tba  idiem  of  our  lan- 
guage. 

Sir,— Bjaooonnta  from  the  gentieBaen  who 
ia  at  tbe  bead  of  the  few  OathoUea  reaiding  In 
the  oity  of  Bdinburi^,  it  haa  been  known  here^ 
how  atngolarly  humane  and  benerolent  you 
hare  ahewn  yonraelf  towarda  them,  in  the 
meetinga  and  deliberationa  of  tho  Proteatent 
clergy  of  Beotland ;  expoaing  yonnolf,  perhapa, 
by  that  meana,  to  injoziea  and  insulta*  in  the 
midst  of  the  peraeeutiona  raiaed  againat  them 
in  the  beginning  of  laat  February. 

Tour  laudable  conduct  in  theee  critical  dr- 
comatanoea  will  procure  you  the  graateat  credit 
and  eateem  in  the  opinion  of  all  men  of  modera- 
tion, probity,  and  diaoemment;  being  highly 
eharacteriatioal  of  that  temperate  and  mild 
philoeopby  which  has  diatingoiahed  wise  men 
In  the  meet  enlightened  agea. 

Bach,  I  can  a«ure  jrou,  was  the  impreaaion 
which  thia  intelligence  made  on  the  Boyal 
Academy  of  Hiatory,  which  felt  a  alneere  com- 
placency on  hearing  of  the  kind  and  geoaroui 


ofBoes  of  ita  leaned  aaaodata  in  fltToor  of  our 
afflicted  bmhran ;— confirmed  anew  by  thia 
proof,  in  the  opinion  whidi  it  had  fonned  from 
your  worka,  not  only  of  your  talenta,  bat  alao 
of  your  meekneaa^  modaiation,  and  prudenoa 

The  Academy,  which  knowa  how  toappre- 
eiato  the  valuable  qualitiea  of  the  hearty  aa  well 
aa  eztraordinaiy  talenta  and  learning,  ohaigea 
me  to  oonTey  to  you  tbeae  aentimenta;  and  it 
donbta  not,  bat^  from  a  oonriction  of  what  tan- 
pcrtanoe  to  tho  pneperi^  of  a  atate,  most  be  a 
religioaa  peace  and  ooneord  between  the  aab- 
)ecta  of  a  common  aoToreign,  you  wiU  continue 
to  extond  your  protection  to  the  Catholioa  of 
Scotland;  in  tho  confldmee  that  thia  cannot 
fUl  to  be  agreeable  to  hia  Bhtannio  Xajeaty, 
to  whom  they  will  alwaya  evince,  aa  they  have 
hitherto  done,  their  inviolable  loyalty  and  due 
obedience :  no  leaa  in  conformity  to  the  maxima 
and  precepta  of  oar  religion,  than  from  gmtl- 
tude  for  the  kindneas  and  indulgence  which 
their  brethren  in  England  received  laat  year 
from  that  Monarch  and  from  Parliament 

My  private  aentimenta  are  entirely  tho  aame^ 
and  with  theae  I  beg  leave  to  expreaa  to  yoa 
my  eameat  vriahea  for  reneired  opportnnitiea 
of  manifeating  to  you  my  particular  eateem  and 


Ood  preserve  yon  many  yeon^  kc  fte. 
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Nan  O,  p.  196. 

The  actiTe  part  whkh  Dr.  BbbertMii  took  in  the  finmdation  of  tlie  Society  beftm 
which  the  foregoing  Memoir  was  read,  is  so  well  known  to  all  the  niemhen»  thai  it 
did  not  appear  neoesaaiy  to  recall  it  to  their  leooDection.  For  the  infimnation  of 
oihen,  howerer,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention,  thai  the  firrt  idea  of  thia  ^■fep^tK 
menty  and  of  the  plan  adopted  in  xta  formation,  was  soggeeted  hy  him ;  and  thai 
withoat  his  powerfnl  oo-operaiion,  there  ia  little  probabiiity  thai  the  design  woold 
ever  baTo  been  carried  into  effect 

The  seal  with  which  be  promoted  the  ezecniion  of  the  Statistical  Acoocmts  of 
Scotland,  has  been  gratefully  aoknowledged  by  Sir  John  Sinclair;  and  I  have 
frequently  heard  Dr.  Bobertson  express,  in  the  strongest  terms,  his  sense  of  the 
obligatioDS  which  the  pnbUc  lay  under  to  the  prqjector  and  oondnotor  of  thai  great 
national  work ;  and  the  pride  with  which  he  reflected  on  the  monument  which  was 
thus  raised  to  the  information  and  liberality  of  the  Soottiah  deigy. 

From  the  following  letters,  it  would  appear  that  he  had  contributed  aome  aid  to 
the  exertions  of  those  who  so  honourably  distingniahed  themselves  a  few  yean  ago 
in  the  ParUamentaiy  discussions  about  the  Aftican  Trade.  His  own  sentiments 
on  that  subject  were  eloquently  stated  thirty  years  before,  in  the  only  sermon  which 
he  ever  published. 

Fbom  Mb.  Wxlbebfobgs  to  Dr.  Bobkbtbov. 

LoBDOv,  26th  Januarff  1788. 
Sib, — ^I  shall  not  begin  by  apologising  to  yon  for  now  presuming  to  intrude 
myself  on  you  without  introduction,  but  with  condemning  myself  for  not  haTing 
done  it  sooner.  The  subject  which  is  the  occasion  of  my  troubling  you  with  this 
letter,  thai  of  the  Slave  Trade,  is  one  on  which  I  am  persuaded  our  sentiments 
ooincide,  and  in  calling  forth  your  good  offioea  in  such  a  cause,  I  trust  you  will 
think  that  whilst  I  incur,  I  also  beetow  an  obligation.  What  I  have  to  request  is, 
thai  you  vrill  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  me  such  focts  and  observatioos 
as  may  be  useful  to  me  in  the  important  task  I  have  undertaken,  of  bringing  forward 
into  Pazliamentaiy  discussion,  the  situation  of  that  much  iigured  part  of  the  speciea, 
the  poor  Negroes.  In  common  with  the  rest  of  my  countrymen,  I  haye  to  complain 
that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  betaking  myself  directly  to  you  for  the  information 
I  solicit;  an  application  to  my  bookseller  ought  to  have  supplied  it :  but  if  there 
be  some  ground  of  chaige  against  you  for  having  failed  in  your  engagements  to  the 
pubHe  in  this  particular,  it  is  the  rather  incumbent  on  you  to  attend  to  the  claim  of 
an  individual ;  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  expiation  for  your  offence,  and  rejoice  if  so 
weighty  a  crime  comes  off  with  so  light  a  punishment.  Though  the  main  object 
I  have  in  view,  is  the  prevention  of  all  further  exports  of  slaves  from  Africa,  yet 
heir  state  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  most  practical  mode  of  meliorating  it,  the 
effects  that  might  follow  from  this  change  of  system  in  all  its  extended  and  compli- 
oated  connexions  sod  relations,  both  in  Africa  and  the  Western  World,  and  diis 
not  only  in  our  own  case,  but  in  those  of  other  European  nations,  who  might  be  in- 
duced to  follow  our  exsmple ;  all  theae  come  into  question,  and  oonatitute  a  burthen 
too  heavy  for  one  of  powers  like  mine  to  bear,  witiiont  my  calling  for  help  where  it 
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may  be  so  abtudantly  afforded ;  let  me  add  also,  that  I  eboiild  be  extremely  thank- 
fbl  for  any  intelligence  respecting  the  inetitationB  of  the  Jeeoits  in  Paragoay, 
which  it  has  long  itmck  me,  might  proTe  a  moet  oBefbl  subject  of  inTeatigation  to 
any  one  who  would  fonn  a.  plan  for  the  civilisation  of  Africa.  Allow  me  to  add, 
that  I  shall  wait  to  hear  from  you  with  anxiety,  because  ihe  business  must  be 
brought  into  the  house  soon  after  the  meeting.  I  will  not  waste  your  valuable  time 
by  excuses  for  this  letter,  if  they  are  necessary,  but  once  more  I  will  venture  to 
assure  myself  that  you  will  not  think  them  so.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
respect,  Sir,  your  moet  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

W.  WlLBBRPOBCB. 

From  Mb.  Wilbxbfobce  to  Db.  Bobestbob. 

Hamfstbjld,  2(Hh  February  1788. 
Sib, — ^I  have  been  honoured  with  your  packets  by  the  post,  as  well  as  with  your 
Sermon,  and  return  you  my  sinoerest  thanks  for  your  very  obliging  attention  to  my 
request ;  I  am  fully  sensible  to  the  value  of  the  favourable  sentiments  you  express 
concerning  me,  and  as  one  concession  always  produces  a  new  demand,  perhape  you 
will  not  be  surprised  at  my  now  taking  the  liberty  of  intimating  a  hope  that  I  may 
consider  what  has  passed  as  constituting  a  sort  of  aoquaintanoe  between  us,  which 
it  will  give  me  particular  pleasure  to  indulge  an  expectation  of  cultivatmg,  when 
any  opportunity  shall  allow. — I  remain,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  Sir,  your 
obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

W.  Wilbebfobgb. 

Note  P,  p.  199. 

Dr.  Robertson *8  second  son  is  now  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  92d  Regiment. 
His  name  is  repeatedly  mentioned  with  distinction  in  the  History  of  Lord  Com- 
waUi$*8  Military  Operationa  in  India,  particularly  in  the  Greneral  Orders  after  the 
siege  of  Nundydroog,  where  he  commanded  in  the  EoropeiBn  flank  company  that 
led  the  assault.  The  following  paragraph  from  Colonel  Dirom's  Narraiive  con- 
tains a  testimony  to  his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  which  would  have  been  gratefiil 
to  the  feelings  of  his  father  had  he  survived  to  peruse  it. 

"  The  carnage  which  must  have  ensued  in  clearing  the  fort  of  the  enemy,  was 
prevented  partly  by  a  number  of  the  garrison  escaping  by  ropes  and  ladders  over  a 
low  part  of  the  wall,  but  chiefly  by  the  exertions  of  Captain  Robertson,  who,  seeing 
the  place  was  carried,  turned  all  his  attention  to  preserving  order,  and  preventing 
the  unnecessary  efiiuion  of  blood.  To  his  humanity  the  bukshey  and  killedar 
owed  their  lives,  and  of  the  garrison  there  were  only  about  forty  men  killed  and 
wounded.** 

Note  Q,  p.  201. 

This  request  was  conveyed  to  Dr.  Robertson  by  Mr.  Dalzel,  and  was  received 
by  him  with  much  sensibility,  as  a  mark  of  the  esteem  and  approbation  of  a  Society 
over  which  he  had  presided  for  thirty  years. 

I  neglected  to  mention  in  a  former  Note  the  Latin  Discourses  which  Dr.  Robert- 
son pronounced  annually  before  the  University,  in  compliance  with  the  established 
practice  among  his  predecessors  in  o£5ce.    The  first  of  these  was  read  on  the  3d 

VOL.  X.  Q 
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of  Felniaiy  1708.  Its  olgect  was  to  rwoomnwind  tho  study  of  CSassioal  Letnuiig, 
and  it  contained,  among  a  Tariety  of  other  splendid  passages,  a  beaatifbl  panegjiie 
on  the  Stoical  Philosophy.  His  seeond  Discourse,  (9th  of  Fehniaiy  1764,)  consisted 
chiefly  of  Moral  and  literaiy  ohserrations,  adapted  to  the  partiodar  circumstanosa 
of  yooth.  Hy  fiiend  Mr.  Daliel,  who  has  lately  perused  these  Latin  Mannscripts 
with  csre,  obserres  of  this  Oration,  that  the  style  is  nnoommonly  elegant  and 
imprassiTe,  and  possesses  sll  the  distanguishing  characteristics  of  Dr.  Bobertson> 
English  compositions.'' 

A  ikird  Discourse  was  pronounced  on  Febmazy  14, 1765,  and  tkfimrtk  on  Feb- 
roaiy  20, 1766.  The  snbjeot  of  both  is  the  same ;  the  question  oonoeming  the 
ccmparatife  adTantages  of  Public  and  PriTate  Education.  The  execution  is  such  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  abilitaes  of  the  Author,  exerted  on  a  topic  on  which  he 
was  so  eminently  fitted  to  decide,  not  only  by  his  professional  situation  and  habits, 
but  by  an  extensi¥e  and  discriminating  knowledge  of  the  world. 

Those  annual  'discourses  (whibh  never  &iled  to  produce  a  strong  and  happy  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  his  young  hesien)  he  was  oompeUed,  after  this  period,  to 
discontinue  by  his  avocations  as  an  author,  and  by  other  engagements  which  he 
conceived  to  be  of  still  greater  importance.  It  is  indeed  astonishing  that  he  was 
aUe  to  devote  so  much  time  as  he  did  to  Ids  academical  duties,  particulariy  when 
we  consider  that  all  his  works  were  at  first  committed  to  writing  in  his  own  hand, 
and  that  he  seldom,  if  ever,  attempted  to  dictate  to  an  amamunni.  Jt  may  be 
gratt^ing  to  those  to  whom  the  literary  habits  of  authors  are  an  olgect  of  curiosity 
to  add,  that  his  practice  in  composition  was  (according  to  his  own  statement  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Strahan)  "  tofinish  as  near  perfection  as  he  was  aUe,  so  that  his 
subsequent  alterations  were  inconnderable.*' 
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SECTION  L 


FROM  DR.  REID  S  BIRTH  TILL  THE  DATE  OF  HIS  LATEST 

PUBLICATION. 

The  life  of  which  I  am  now  to  present  to  the  Boyal  Society 
a  short  account,  although  it  fixes  an  era  in  the  history  of 
modern  philosophy,  was  uncommonly  barren  of  those  incidents 
which  furnish  materials  for  biography.  It  was  spent  in  the 
obscurity  of  a  learned  retreat,  remote  from  the  pursuits  of 
ambition,  and  with  little  solicitude  about  literary  fame, — ^unem- 
bellished  even  by  that  epistolary  intercourse  with  the  world, 
which  has  formed  the  relaxation  of  many  studious  men,  and  in 
which  they  have  themselves  transmitted  to  posterity  the  most 
faithful  and  pleasing  portraits  of  their  own  characters.  After 
the  agitation,  however,  of  the  political  convulsions  which 
Europe  has  witnessed  for  a  course  of  years,  the  simple  record 
of  such  a  life  may  derive  an  interest  even  from  its  uniformity, 
and,  when  contrasted  with  the  events  of  the  passing  scene,  may 
lead  the  thoughts  to  some  views  of  human  nature,  on  which  it 
is  not  ungrateful  to  repose. 

Thomas  Keid,  late  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  was  bom  on  the  26th  of  April  1710, 
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at  Btrachan,  in  Eincardineshire,  a  country  parish  sitnated 
about  twenty  miles  from  Aberdeen,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Grampian  Mountains. 

His  father,  the  Beverend  Lewis  Beid,  was  minister  of  this 
parish  for  fifty  yeara  He  was  a  clergyman,  according  to  his 
son's  account  of  him,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  his 
piety,  prudence,  and  benevolence ;  inheriting  from  his  ancestors 
(most  of  whom,  from  the  time  of  the  Protestant  establishment, 
had  been  ministers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland)  that  purity  and 
simplicity  of  manners  which  became  his  station,  and  a  love  of 
letters  which,  without  attracting  the  notice  of  the  world,  amused 
his  leisure,  and  dignified  his  retirement 

For  some  generations  before  his  time,  a  propensity  to  litera- 
ture, and  to  the  learned  professions, — a  propensity  which,  when 
it  has  once  become  characteristical  of  a  race,  is  peculiarly  apt 
to  be  propagated  by  the  influence  of  early  impressions  and 
associations, — ^may  be  traced  in  several  individuals  among  his 
kindred.  One  of  his  ancestors,  James  Beid,  was  the  first 
minister  of  Banchoiy-Teman  after  the  Beformation,  and  trans- 
mitted to  four  sons  a  predilection  for  those  studious  habits 
which  formed  his  own  happiness.  He  was  himself  a  younger 
son  of  Mr.  Beid  of  Pitfoddels,  a  gentleman  of  a  very  ancient 
and  respectable  family  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen. 

James  Beid  was  succeeded  as  minister  of  Banchory  by  his 
son  Bobert  Another  son,  Thomas,  rose  to  considerable  dis- 
tinction both  as  a  philosopher  and  a  poet,  and  seems  to  have 
wanted  neither  abUity  nor  inclination  to  turn  his  attainments 
to  the  best  advanti^e.  After  travelling  over  Europe,  and 
maintaining,  as  was  the  custom  of  his  age,  public  disputations 
in  several  universities,  he  collected  into  a  volume  the  theses 
and  dissertations  which  had  been  the  subjects  of  his  literary 
contests  ;  and  also  published  some  Latin  poems,  which  may  be 
found  in  the  collection  entitled,  DelttuB  Poitarum  Scotarum. 
On  his  return  to  his  native  country,  he  fixed  his  residence  in 
London,  where  he  was  appointed  Secretary  in  the  Ghreek  and 
Latin  tongues  to  King  James  the  First  of  England,  and  lived  in 
habits  of  intimacy  with  some  of  the  most  distinguished  charac- 
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ten  of  that  period.  Little  moie^  I  believe,  is  known  of  Thomas 
Beid's  history,  excepting  that  he  bequeathed  to  the  Marischal 
College  of  Aberdeen,  a  cnrions  collection  of  books  and  manu- 
scripts, with  a  fund  for  establishing  a  salary  to  a  librarian. 

Alexander  Beid,  the  third  son,  was  physician  to  Eling  Charles 
the  First,  and  published  several  books  on  surgery  and  medicine. 
The  fortune  he  acquired  in  the  course  of  his  practice  was  consi- 
derable, and  enabled  him  (beside  many  legacies  to  his  relations 
and  fiiends)  to  leave  various  lasting  and  honourable  memorials, 
both  of  his  benevolence  and  of  his  attachment  to  letters. 

A  fourth  son,  whose  name  was  Adam,  translated  into 
English  Buchanan's  History  of  Scotland.  Of  this  translation, 
which  was  never  published,  there  is  a  manuscript  copy  in  the 
possession  of  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

A  grandson  of  Bobert,  the  eldest  of  these  sons,  was  the  third 
minister  of  Banchory  after  the  Beformation,  and  was  great- 
grandfetther  of  Thomas  Beid,  the  subject  of  this  memoir.^ 

The  particulars  hitherto  mentioned  are  stated  on  the  autho- 
rity of  some  short  memorandums  written  by  Dr.  Beid  a  few 
weeks  before  his  death.*^  In  consequence  of  a  suggestion  of  his 
friend  Dr.  Gregory,  he  had  resolved  to  amuse  I^^mself  with 
collecting  such  facts  as  his  papers  or  memory  could  supply, 
with  respect  to  his  life  and  the  progress  of  his  studies ;  but, 
unfortunately,  before  he  had  fairly  entered  on  the  subject,  his 
design  was  interrupted  by  his  last  illness.  If  he  had  lived  to 
complete  it,  I  might  have  entertained  hopes  of  presenting  to  the 
public  some  details  with  respect  to  the  history  of  his  opinions 
and  speculations  on  those  important  subjects  to  which  he  dedi- 
cated his  talents, — the  most  interesting  of  all  articles  in  the 
biography  of  a  philosopher,  and  of  which  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  so  few  authentic  records  are  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of 
letters.  All  the  information,  however,  which  I  have  derived 
from  these  notes,  is  exhausted  in  the  foregoing  pages  ;  and  I 
must  content  myself,  in  the  continuation  of  my  narrative, 

*  See  Note  A.  footnotes  on  Notes  A  and  F  of  this  Mt- 

*  [For  sundry  additional  uiecdotes  in  mmr,  in  the  edition  of  his  CoUeeied 
regard  to  Beid's  family  histoiy,  see  the       Works,  pp.  85,  36,  3S.] 
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with  those  indirect  aids  which  tradition,  and  the  recollection 
of  a  few  old  acquaintances,  afford,  added  to  what  I  myself  have 
learned  from  Dr.  Beid's  conversation,  or  collected  from  a  caiefol 
perusal  of  his  writings. 

His  mother,  Margaret  Gh:egor7,  was  a  daughter  of  David 
Gregory,  Esq.  of  Kinnairdie,  in  Banffshire,  elder  brother  of 
James  Gregory,  the  inventor  of  the  reflecting  telescope,  and 
the  antagonist  of  Huygen&  She  was  one  of  twenty-nine 
children ;  the  most  remarkable  of  whom  was  David  Giegoiy, 
Savilian  Professor  of  Astronomy  at  Oxford,  and  an  intimate 
friend  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  Two  of  her  younger  brothers 
were  at  the  same  time  Professors  of  Mathematics,  the  one  at 
St  Andrews,  the  other  at  Edinburgh,  and  were  the  first 
persons  who  taught  the  Newtonian  phflosophy  in  our  northern 
universities.  The  hereditary  worth  and  genius  which  have  so 
long  distinguished,  knd  which  still  distinguish,  the  descendants 
of  this  memorable  family,  are  well  known  to  all  who  have  turned 
their  attention  to  Scottish  biography ;  but  it  is  not  known  so 
generally,  that  through  the  female  line,  the  same  characterise 
tical  endowment  have  been  oonspicuoi^  in  various  iimtimoes ; 
and  that  to  the  other  monuments  which  illustrate  the  race  of 
the  Gregories,  is  to  be  added  the  Philosophy  ofRdd, 

With  respect  to  the  earlier  part  of  Dr.  Beid's  life,  all  that  I 
have  been  able  to  learn  amounts  to  this : — That  after  two  years 
spent  at  the  parish-school  of  Kincardine,  he  was  sent  to  Aber- 
deen, where  he  had  the  advantage  of  prosecuting  his  classical 
studies  under  an  able  and  diligent  teacher ;  that,  about  the  age 
of  twelve  or  thirteen,  he  was  entered  as  a  student  in  Marischal 
College ;  and  that  his  master  in  philosophy,  for  three  years, 
was  Dr.  George  Turnbull,  who  afterwards  attracted  some 
degree  of  notice  as  an  author,  particularly  by  a  book  entitied, 
Principles  of  Moral  Philosophy^  and  by  a  voluminous  treatise 
(long  ago  forgotten)  on  Ancient  Painting.^  The  sessions  of 
the  College  were,  at  that  time,  very  short,  and  the  education 
(according  to  Dr.  Beid's  own  account)  slight  and  superficial. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  information  which  I  have  received, 

>  8ee  Note  B. 
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that  he  gave  any  early  indications  of  futore  eminence.  His  indus- 
try, however,  and  modesty,  were  conspicuous  from  his  childhood ; 
and  it  was  foretold  of  him,  by  the  schoolmaster,  who  initiated 
him  in  the  first  principles  of  learning,  ^'  That  he  would  turn  out 
to  be  a  man  of  good  and  well-wearing  parts ;  a  prediction  which 
touched,  not  unhappily,  on  that  capacity  of  '^  patient  thought'' 
which  so  peculiarly  characterized  his  philosophical  geniu& 

His  residence  at  the  University  was  prolonged  beyond  the 
usual  term,  in  consequence  of  his  appointment  to  the  office  of 
Librarian,  which  had  been  endowed  by  one  of  his  ancestors 
about  a  century  before.*^  The  situation  was  acceptable  to  him, 
as  it  afforded  an  opportunity  of  indulging  his  passion  for  study, 
and  united  the  chs^ms  of  a  learned  society  with  the  quiet  of 
an  academical  retreat 

During  this  period  he  formed  an  intimacy  with  John 
Stewart,  afterwards  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Marischal 
College,  and  author  of  a  Commentary  on  Newton's  Quodratwre 
of  Curves.  His  predilection  for  mathematical  pursuits  was 
confirmed  and  strengthened  by  this  connexion.  I  have  often 
heard  him  mention  it  with  much  pleasure,  while  he  recollected 
the  ardour  with  which  they  both  prosecuted  these  fascinating 
studies,  and  the  lights  which  they  imparted  mutually  to  each 
other  in  their  first  perusal  of  the  Pnnctjna,  at  a  time  when  a 
knowledge  of  the  Newtonian  discoveries  was  only  to  be  acquired 
in  the  writings  of  their  illustrious  author. 

In  1736,  Dr.  Beid  resigned  his  office  of  Librarian,  and  ac- 
companied Mr.  Stewart  on  an  excursion  to  England.  They 
visited  together  London,  Oxford,  and  Cambridge,  and  were 
introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  many  persons  of  the  first 
literary  eminence.  His  relation  to  Dr.  David  Gregory  procured 
him  a  ready  access  to  Martin  Folkes,  whose  house  concentrated 
the  most  interesting  objects  which  the  metropolis  had  to  offer 
to  his  curiosity.  At  Cambridge  he  saw  Dr.  Bentley,  who 
delighted  him  with  his  learning,  and  amused  him  with  his 
vanity ;  and  enjoyed  repeatedly  the  conversation  of  the  blind 
mathematician,  Saunderson, — a  phenomenon  in  the  history  of 

*  [See  Reid*8  CoUeeled  Works,  footnote*,  p.  8S,  b.] 
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the  human  mind,  to  which. he  has  referred  more  than  once  in 
his  philosophical  speculations. 

With  the  learned  and  amiable  man  who  was  hb  companion 
in  this  journey,  he  maintained  an  uninterrupted  fiiendship  till 
1766,  when  Mr.  Stewart  died  of  a  malignant  fever.  His  death 
was  accompanied  with  circumstances  deeply  afflicting  to  Dr. 
Beid's  sensibility,  the  same  disorder  proving  fatal  to  his  wife 
and  daughter,  both  of  whom  were  buried  with  him  in  one  grave. 

In  1737,  Dr.  Beid  was  presented,  by  the  King's  College  of 
Aberdeen,  to  the  living  of  New-Machar  in  the  same  county, 
but  unfortunately  the  minds  of  his  parishioners  were  to  such  a 
degree  inflamed  against  him,  (partly  by  the  aversion  then  so 
prevalent  in  Scotland  to  the  law  of  patronage,  and  partly  by 
the  intemperate  zeal  of  one  of  his  predecessors,)  that,  in  the 
iSrst  discharge  of  his  clerical  functions,  he  had  not  only  to  en- 
counter the  most  violent  opposition,  but  was  exposed  to  per- 
sonal danger.  Hb  unwearied  attention,  however,  to  the  duties 
of  his  office,  the  mildness  and  forbearance  of  his  temper,  and  the 
active  spirit  of  his  hmnanity,  soon  overcame  aU  these  prejudices ; 
and,  not  many  years  afterwards,  when  he  was  called  to  a  different 
situation,  the  same  persons  who  had  suffered  themselves  to  be 
so  fen  misled,  as  to  take  a  share  in  the  outrages  against  him, 
followed  him,  on  his  departure,  with  their  blessings  and  tears. 

Dr.  Beid's  popularity  at  New-Machar  (as  I  am  informed  by 
the  respectable  clergyman^  who  now  holds  that  living)  in- 
creased greatly  after  his  marriage,  in  1740,  with  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  George  Beid,  physician  in  London. 
The  accommodating  manners  of  this  excellent  woman,  and 
her  good  offices  among  the  sick  and  necessitous,  are  still  re- 
membered with  gratitude,  and  so  endeared  the  family  to  the 
neighbourhood,  that  its  removal  was  regarded  as  a  general 
misfortune.  The  simple  and  affecting  language  in  which  some 
old  men  expressed  themselves  on  this  subject,  in  conversing 
with  the  present  minister,  deserves  to  be  recorded.  ^We 
fought  against  Dr.  Beid  when  he  came,  and  would  have  fought 
for  him  when  he  went  away." 

1  Tlie  Bey.  '^^liam  Stroiuch. 
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In  some  noiies  relative  to  the  earlier  part  of  his  history, 
which  have  heen  kindly  communicated  to  me  by  the  Bev.  Itb. 
Davidson,  minister  of  Bayne,  it  b  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  his 
uncommon  modesty  and  diffidence,  that  long  after  he  becan^ 
minister  of  New-Machar,  he  was  accustomed,  from  a  distrust  in 
his  own  powers,  to  preach  the  sermons  of  Dr.  Tillotson  and  of 
Dr.  Evans.  I  have  heard  also,  through  other  channels,  that 
he  had  neglected  the  practice  of  composition  to  a  more  than 
ordinary  degree  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  studies.  The  &ct  is 
curious,  when  contrasted  with  that  ease,  perspicuity,  and  purity 
of  style,  which  he  afterwards  attained.  From  some  informa- 
tion, however,  which  has  been  lately  transmitted  to  me  by  one 
of  his  nearest  relations,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
number  of  original  discourses  which  he  wrote,  while  a  country 
clergyman,  was  not  inconsiderable. 

The  satis&ction  of  his  own  mind  was  probably,  at  this 
period,  a  more  powerful  incentive  to  his  philosophical  re- 
searches than  the  hope  of  being  able  to  instruct  the  world  as 
an  author.  But  whatever  his  views  were,  one  thing  is  certain, 
that  during  his  residence  at  New-Machar,  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  was  spent  in  the  most  intense  study,  more  particularly 
in  a  careful  examination  of  the  laws  of  external  Perception,  and 
of  the  other  principles  which  form  the  groundwork  of  human 
knowledge.  His  chief  relaxations  were  gardening  and  botany,  to 
both  of  which  pursuits  he  retained  his  attachment  even  in  old  age. 

A  paper  which  he  published  in  the  Philoaophicdl  Transac- 
tions of  the  Boyal  Society  of  London,  for  the  year  1748,  affords 
some  light  with  respect  to  the  progress  of  his  speculations 
about  this  period.  It  is  entitled.  An  Essay  on  Quantity,  occa- 
sioned by  reading  a  TreaiisCy  in  which  Simple  and  Compound 
Ratios  are  applied  to  Virtne  and  Merit,  and  shews  plaudy  by 
its  contents,  that  although  he  had  not  yet  entirely  relinquished 
the  favourite  researches  of  his  youth,  he  was  beginning  to 
direct  his  thoughts  to  other  objects. 

The  treatise  alluded  to  in  the  title  of  this  paper,  was  mani- 
festly the  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  our  Ideas  of  Beauty  and 
Virtue,  by  Dr.  Hutcheson  of  Glasgow.    According  to  this  very 
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ingenious  writer,  the  mwMiid  of  public  good  produced  by  an 
individual,  depending  partly  on  his  &dnetw2e7ice,  and  partly  on 
his  ability y  the  relation  between  these  different  moral  ideas 
may  be  expressed  in  the  technical  form  of  algebraists,  by  say- 
ing, that  the  first  is  in  the  compound  proportion  of  the  two 
others.  Hence  Dr.  Hutcheson  liters,  that  ^  the  henevclence  of 
an  agent  (which  in  this  system  is  synonymous  with  his  moral 
merit)  is  proportional  to  a  fraction,  having  the  moment  of 
good  for  the  numerator,  and  the  ability  of  the  agent  for  the 
denominator."*  Various  other  examples  of  a  similar  nature 
occur  in  the  same  work,  and  are  stated  with  a  gravity  not  alto- 
gether worthy  of  the  author.  It  is  probable  that  they  were 
intended  merely  as  iUustratuma  of  his  general  reasonings,  not 
as  media  of  investigation  for  the  discovery  of  new  conclusions ; 
but  they  appeared  to  Dr.  Beid  to  be  an  innovation  which  it  was 
of  importance  to  resist,  on  account  of  the  tendency  it  might 
have  (by  confounding  the  evidence  of  different  branches  of 
science)  to  retard  the  progress  of  knowledge.  The  very  high 
reputation  which  Dr.  Hutcheson  then  possessed  in  the  Univer- 
sities of  Scotland,  added  to  the  recent  attempts  of  Pitcaim  and 
Cheyne  to  apply  Mathematical  reasoning  to  medicine,  would 
bestow,  it  is  likely,  an  interest  on  Dr.  Beid's  Essay  at  the  time 
of  its  publication,  which  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  possess 
at  present  Many  of  the  observations,  however,  which  it  con- 
tains, are  acute  and  original ;  and  all  of  them  are  expressed 
with  that  clearness  and  precision  so  conspicuous  in  his  subse- 
quent compositions.  The  circumstance  which  renders  a  subject 
susceptible  of  mathematical  consideration,  is  accurately  stated, 
and  the  proper  province  of  that  science  defined  in  such  a 
manner,  as  sufficiently  to  expose  the  absurdity  of  those  abuses 
of  its  technical  phraseology  which  were  at  that  time  prevalent 
From  some  passages  in  it,  there  is,  I  think,  ground  for  conclud- 
ing that  the  author's  reading  had  not  been  very  extensive  pre* 
vious  to  this  period.  The  enumeration,  in  particular,  which 
he  has  given  of  the  different  kinds  of  proper  quantity ^  affords 

*  [Inquiry,  Treat.  11.  sect.  iii. — See      Esiay  <m  QnantUy  appears  in  the  cd- 
above,  Wbrkt,  Vd.  VIL  p.  230,  $eq,  Beid's      lectiTe  edition  of  his  Works,  pp.  715>7 19.] 
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a  proof  that  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  refined  yet  sound 
disquisitions  concerning  the  nature  o{  number  and  o{ proportion^ 
which  had  appeared  almost  a  century  before  in  the  MaOiema- 
tical  Lectures  of  Dr.  Barrow,  nor  with  the  remarks  on  the  same 
subject,  introduced  by  Dr.  Clarke  in  one  of  his  oontroversial 
Letters  addressed  to  Leibnitz. 

In  the  same  paper,  Dr.  Beid  takes  occasion  to  offer  some 
reflections  on  the  dispute  between  the  Newtonians  and  Leib- 
niticms  concerning  the  measure  of  forces.  The  fundamental 
idea  on  which  these  reflections  proceed,  is  just  and  important ; 
and  it  leads  to  the  correction  of  an  error,  conmiitted  very 
generally  by  the  partisans  of  both  opinions,  that  of  mistaking 
a  question  concerning  the  comparative  advantages  of  two  de- 
finitionsy  for  a  difference  of  statement  with  respect  to  a  physical 
fact  It  must,  I  think,  be  acknowledged,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  whole  merits  of  the  controversy  are  not  here  exhausted  ; 
and  that  the  honour  of  placing  this  very  subtle  and  abstruse 
question  in  a  point  of  view  calculated  to  reconcile  completely 
the  contending  parties,  was  reserved  for  M.  lyAlembert.  To 
have  fallen  short  of  the  success  which  attended  the  inquiries  of 
that  eminent  man,  on  a  subject  so  congenial  to  his  favourite 
habits  of  study,  will  not  reflect  any  discredit  on  the  powers  of 
Dr.  Beid's  mind,  in  the  judgment  of  those  who  are  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  this  celebrated  discussion. 

In  1752,  the  Professors  of  Kin^s  College  elected  Dr.  Beid 
Professor  of  Philosophy,  "  in  testimony  of  the  high  opinion 
they  had  formed  of  his  learning  and  abilities.''  Of  the  parti- 
cular plan  which  he  followed  in  his  academical  lectures,  while 
he  held  this  office,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfac- 
tory account;*  but  the  department  of  science  which  was  assigned 
to  him  by  the  general  system  of  education  in  that  university, 
was  abundantly  extensive, — comprehending  Mathematics  and 
Physics,  as  well  as  Logic  and  Ethics.  A  similar  system  was  pur- 
sued formerly  in  the  other  universities  of  Scotland, — the  same 

*  [But  see  the  information  communi-      as  given  in  the  edition  of  Beid's  OoHteUd 
cated  by  Dr.  Knight,  Professor  of  Na-       Works,  pp.  38,  39.] 
tural  Philosophy  in  Marischal  College, 
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individnal  then  conducting  his  pupils  throngh  all  thoee  brandies 
of  knowledge  which  are  now  appropriated  to  different  teachen. 
And  where  the  professor  happened  fortonately  to  combine  those 
various  accomplishments  which  distinguished  Dr.  Beid  in  so 
remarkable  a  d^ree,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  unity  and 
comprehensiveDess  of  method,  of  which  such  aoademical  courses 
admitted,  must  necessarily  have  possessed  important  advantages 
over  that  more  minute  subdivision  of  literary  labour  which  has 
since  been  introduced.  But  as  public  establishments  ought  to 
adapt  themselves  to  what  is  ordinary,  rather  than  to  what  is 
possible,  it  is  not  surprising  that  experience  should  have  gra- 
duaUy  suggested  an  arrangement  more  suitable  to  the  narrow 
limits  which  commonly  circumscribe  human  genius. 

Soon  aft^  Dr.  Beid's  removal  to  Aberdeen,  he  projected  (in 
conjunction  with  his  Mend  Dr.  John  Gregoiy)  a  Literary  Society, 
which  subsisted  for  many  years,  and  which  seems  to  have  had 
the  happiest  effects  in  awakening  and  directing  that  spirit  of 
philosophical  research,  which  has  since  reflected  so  much  lustre 
on  the  north  of  Scotland.  The  meetings  of  this  society  were 
held  weekly,  and  afforded  the  members  (beside  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  a  mutual  communication  of  their  sentiments 
on  the  common  objects  of  their  pursuit)  an  opportunity  of 
subjecting  their  intended  publications  to  the  test  of  fiiendly 
criticism.  The  number  of  valuable  works  which  issued  nearly 
about  the  same  time,  firom  individuals  connected  with  this  institu- 
tion, more  particularly  the  writings  of  Beid,  Ghregory,  Oampbell, 
Beattie,  and  Gerard,  furnish  the  best  panegyric  on  the  enlightened 
views  dT  those  under  whose  direction  it  was  originally  formed. 

Among  these  works,  the  most  original  and  profound  was  un- 
questionably the  Inquiry  into  the  Human  Mind,  published  by 
Dr.  Beid  in  1764  The  plan  appears  to  have  been  conceived, 
and  the  subject  deeply  meditated,  by  the  author  long  before; 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  his  modesty  would  have  ever  per- 
mitted him  to  present  to  the  world  the  fruits  of  his  solitaiy 
studies,  without  the  encouragement  which  he  received  from  the 
general  acquiescence  of  his  associates,  in  the  most  important 
conclusbns  to  which  he  had  been  led. 
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From  a  passage  in  the  dedication,  it  would  seem,  that  the 
speculations  which  terminated  in  these  conclusions  had  com- 
menced as  early  as  the  year  1739,  at  which  period  the  publica- 
tion of  Mr.  Hume's  Treaiiae  of  Human  Nature  induced  him, 
for  the  first  time,  (as  he  himself  informs  us,)  ^^  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  principles  commouly  received  with  regard  to  the  human 
understanding/'  In  his  Essays  on  the  Intellectual  Powers^ 
[1785,]  he  acknowledges,  that,  in  his  youth,  he  had,  without 
examination,  admitted  the  established  opinions  on  which  Mr. 
Hume's  system  of  Scepticism  was  raised,  and  that  it  was  the 
consequences  which  these  opinions  seemed  to  involve,  which 
roused  his  suspicions  concerning  their  truth.  ^'  If  I  may  pre- 
sume," says  he,  ^^  to  speak  my  own  sentiments,  I  once  believed 
the  doctrine  of  Ideas  so  firmly,  as  to  embrace  the  whole  of 
Berkeley's  system  along  with  it ;  till  finding  other  consequences 
to  follow  from  it,  which  gave  me  more  uneasiness  than  the 
want  of  a  material  world,  it  came  into  my  mind  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  to  put  the  question.  What  evidence  have  I  for 
this  doch^ne^  that  aU  the  olQects  of  my  knowledge  ore  ideas  in 
my  oton  mind?  From  that  time  to  the  present,  I  have  been 
candidly  and  impartially,  as  I  think,  seeking  for  the  evidence 
of  this  principle,  but  can  find  none,  excepting  the  authority  of 
philosophers."* 

In  following  the  train  of  Dr.  Beid's  researches,  this  last  ex- 
tract merits  attention,  as  it  contains  an  explicit  avowal,  on  his 
own  part,  that  at  one  period  of  his  life  he  had  been  led,  by 
Berkeley's  reasonings,  to  abandon  the  belief  of  the  existence  of 
Matter.  The  avowal  does  honour  to  his  candour,  and  the  &ct 
reflects  no  discredit  on  his  sagacity.  The  truth  is,  that  this 
article  of  the  Berkeleian  system,  however  contrary  to  the  con- 
clusions of  a  sounder  philosophy,  was  the  error  of  no  common 
mind.  Considered  in  contrast  with  that  theory  of  Materialism, 
which  the  excellent  author  was  anxious  to  supplant,  it  possessed 
important  advantages,  not  only  in  its  tendency,  but  in  its 
scientific  consistency ;  and  it  afibrded  a  proof,  wherever  it  met 
with  a  favourable  reception,  of  an  understanding  superior  to 

*  [InteUeaual  /Wer«,  Ebhav  II.  cbap.  x.^C7ofi.  Works,  p.  28S.] 
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thoee  casual  associations,  which,  iu  the  apprehensioDS  of  most 
men,  blend  indissolubly  the  phenomena  of  thought  with  the 
objects  of  external  perception.  It  is  recorded  as  a  saying  of 
M.  Turgot,  (whose  philosophical  opinions  in  some  important 
points  approached  very  nearly  to  those  of  Dr.  Beid,)^  that  ^  he 
who  had  never  doubted  of  the  existence  of  Matter,  might  be 
assured  he  had  no  turn  for  Metaphysical  disquisitions.'' 

As  the  refutation  of  Mr.  Hume's  Sceptical  theory  was  the 
great  and  professed  object  of  Dr.  Beid's  Inquiry^  he  was 
anxious,  before  taking  the  field  as  a  controversial  writer,  to 
guard  against  the  danger  of  misapprehending  or  misrepresent- 
ing the  meaning  of  his  adversary,  by  submitting  his  reasonings 
to  Mr.  Hume's  private  examination.  With  this  view  he  availed 
himself  of  the  good  offices  of  Dr.  Blair,  with  whom  both  he 
and  Mr.  Hume  had  long  lived  in  habits  of  Mendship.  The 
communications  which  he  at  first  transmitted,  consisted  only 
of  detached  parts  of  the  work,  and  appear  evidentiy,  from  a 
correspondence  which  I  have  perused,  to  have  conveyed  a  very 
imperfect  idea  of  his  general  system.  In  one  of  Mr.  Hume's 
letters  to  Dr.  Blair,  he  betrays  some  want  of  his  usual  good 
humour,  in  looking  forward  to  his  new  antagonist.  '^  I  wish," 
says  he,  ^  that  the  parsons  would  confine  themselves  to  their 
old  occupation  of  worrying  one  another,  and  leave  philosophers 
to  argue  with  temper,  moderation,  and  good  manners."  After 
Mr.  Hume,  however,  had  read  the  manuscript,  he  addressed 
himself  directiy  to  the  author,  in  terms  so  candid  and  liberal, 
that  it  ^ould  be  unjust  to  his  memory  to  withhold  from  the 
public  so  pleasing  a  memorial  of  his  character. 

^'  By  Dr.  Blair's  means  I  have  been  favoured  with  the  perusal 
of  your  performance,  which  I  have  read  with  great  pleasure 
and  attention.  It  is  certainly  very  rare,  that  a  piece  so  deeply 
philosophical  is  wrote  with  so  much  spirit,  and  affords  so  much 
entertainment  to  the  reader ;  though  I  must  still  regret  the 
disadvantages  under  which  I  read  it,  as  I  never  had  the  whole 
performance  at  once  before  me,  and  could  not  be  able  fully  to 
compare  one  part  with  another.     To  this  reason,  chiefiy,  I 

'  See,  in  particalar,  the  article  Exutenee  in  the  EnctfclopkUe. 
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ascribe  some  obscurities,  which,  in  spite  of  your  short  analysis 
or  abstract,  still  seem  to  hang  over  jom*  system.  For  I  must 
do  you  the  justice  to  own,  that  when  I  enter  into  your  ideas, 
no  man  appears  to  express  himself  with  greater  perspicuity 
than  you  do ;  a  talent  which,  above  all  others,  is  requisite  in 
that  species  of  literature  which  you  have  cultivated.  There  are 
some  objections  which  I  would  willingly  propose  to  the  chapter, 
0/Sighty  did  I  not  suspect  that  they  proceed  from  my  not  suf- 
ficiently understanding  it;  and  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
this  suspicion,  as  Dr.  Blair  tells  noe,  that  the  former  objections 
I  made  had  been  derived  chiefly  from  that  cause.  I  shall, 
therefore,  forbear  till  the  whole  can  be  before  me,  and  shall  not 
at  present  propose  any  farther  difficulties  to  your  reasonings. 
I  shall  only  say,  that  if  you  have  been  able  to  clear  up  these 
abstruse  and  important  subjects,  instead  of  being  mortified,  I 
shall  be  so  vain  as  to  pretend  to  a  share  of  the  praise ;  and 
shall  think  that  my  errors,  by  having  at  least  some  coherence, 
had  led  you  to  make  a  more  strict  review  of  my  principles, 
which  were  the  common  ones,  and  to  perceive  their  futility. 

^^As  I  was  desirous  to  be  of  some  use  to  you,  I  kept  a 
watchful  eye  all  along  over  your  style ;  but  it  is  really  so  cor- 
rect, and  so  good  English,  that  I  found  not  anything  worth  the 
remarking.  There  is  only  one  passage  in  this  chapter,  where 
you  make  use  of  the  phrase  hinder  to  do^  instead  of  hinder 
from  doing,  which  is  the  English  one ;  but  I  could  not  find 
the  passage  when  I  sought  for  it.  Tou  may  judge  how  unex- 
ceptionable the  whole  appeared  to  me,  when  I  could  rqpark  so 
small  a  blemish.  I  beg  my  compliments  to  my  friendly  adver- 
saries, Dr.  Campbell  and  Dr.  Gerard,  and  also  to  Dr.  Gregory, 
whom  I  suspect  to  be  of  the  same  disposition,  though  he  has 
not  openly  declared  himself  such." 

Of  the  particular  doctrines  contained  in  Dr.  Eeid's  Inquiry ^  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  here  to  attempt  any  abstract ;  nor  indeed 
do  his  speculations  (conducted  as  they  were  in  strict  conformity 
to  the  rules  of  inductive  philosophizing)  afford  a  subject  for 
the  same  species  of  rapid  outline,  which  is  so  useful  in  facili- 
tating the  study  of  a  merely  hypothetical  theory.    Their  great 
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object  was  to  record  and  to  claasify  the  phenomena  which  the 
operationa  of  the  human  mind  present  to  those  who  reflect 
carefolly  on  the  sabjects  of  their  consciousness ;  and  of  such 
a  history,  it  is  manifest,  that  no  abridgment  could  be  offered 
with  advantage.  Some  reflections  on  the  peculiar  pkn  adopted 
hy  the  author,  and  on  the  general  scope  of  his  researches  in 
this  department  of  science,  will  afterwards  find  a  more  con- 
venient  place,  when  I  shall  have  finished  my  account  of  his 
subsequent  publications. 

The  idea  of  prosecuting  the  study  of  the  human  Hind,  on  a 
plan  analogous  to  that  which  had  been  so  successfully  adopted 
inPhyrics  by  the  followersof  Lord  Bacon,  if  not  first  conceited 
by  Dr.  Beid,  was,  at  least,  first  carried  successfully  into  execution 
in  his  writings.  An  attempt  had  long  before  been  announced 
by  Mr.  Hume,  in  the  title  page  of  his  TreaiUe  of  Humum 
Nature,  to  introduce  the  experimental  method  of  reasoning 
into  moral  subjects ;  and  some  admirable  remarks  are  made  in 
the  introduction  to  that  work,  on  the  errors  into  which  his  pre- 
decessors had  been  betrayed  by  the  spirit  of  hypothesb ;  and 
yet  it  is  now  very  generally  admitted,  that  the  whole  of  his  own 
qrstem  rests  on  a  principle  for  which  there  is  no  evidence  but 
the  authority  of  philosophers ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  in  no 
part  of  it  has  he  aimed  to  investigate  by  a  systematical 
analysis,  those  general  principles  of  our  constitution  which 
can  alone  afford  a  synthetical  explanation  of  its  complicated 
phenomena. 

I  have  often  been  disposed  to  think,  that  Mr.  Hume's  in- 
attention to  those  rules  of  philosophizing  which  it  was  his 
professed  intention  to  exemplify,  was  owing  in  part  to  some 
indistinctness  in  his  notions  concerning  their  import  It  does 
not  appear  that,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  studies,  he  had  paid 
much  attention  to  the  models  of  investigation  exhibited  in  the 
writings  of  Newton  and  of  his  successors  ;  and  that  he  was  by 
no  means  aware  of  the  extraordinary  merits  of  Bacon  as  a 
philosopher,  nor  of  the  influence  which  his  writings  have  had 
on  the  subsequent  pn^ress  of  physical  discovery,  is  demon- 
strated by  the  cold  and  qualified  encomium  which  is  bestowed 
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on  his  genius  in  one  of  the  most  elaborate  passages  of  the 
History  of  England. 

In  these  respects  Dr.  Beid  possessed  important  advantages ; 
familiarized  from  his  early  years  to  those  experimental  inquiries, 
which,  in  the  course  of  the  two  last  centuries,  have  exalted 
Natural  Philosophy  to  the  dignity  of  a  science,  and  determined 
strongly,  by  the  peculiar  bent  of  his  genius,  to  connect  every 
step  in  the  progress  of  discovery  with  the  history  of  the  human 
Mind.  The  influence  of  the  general  views  opened  in  the 
Notmm  OrganoUy  may  be  traced  in  almost  every  page  of  his 
writings ;  and,  indeed,  the  circumstance  by  which  these  are  so 
strongly  and  characteristically  distinguished  is,  that  they  exhibit 
the  first  systematical  attempt  to  exemplify,  in  the  study  of 
human  nature,  the  same  plan  of  investigation  which  conducted 
Newton  to  the  properties  of  light,  and  to  the  law  of  gravitation. 
It  is  from  a  steady  adherence  to  this  plan,  and  not  from  the 
superiority  of  his  inventive  powers,  that  he  claims  to  himself 
any  merit  as  a  philosopher ;  and  he  seems  even  willing  (with 
a  modesty  approaching  to  a  fault)  to  abandon  the  praise  of 
what  is  commonly  called  geniuSy  to  the  authors  of  the  systems 
which  he  was  anxious  to  refute.  ''  It  is  genius,"  he  observes  in 
one  passage,  ^'  and  not  the  want  of  it,  that  adulterates  philo- 
sophy, and  fills  it  with  error  and  false  theory.  A  creative 
imagination  disdains  the  mean  offices  of  digging  for  a  founda- 
tion, of  removing  rubbish,  and  carrying  materials ;  leaving 
these  servile  employments  to  the  drudges  in  science,  it  plans  a 
design  and  raises  a  fabric.  Invention  supplies  materials  where 
they  are  wanting,  and  fancy  adds  colouring  and  every  befitting 
ornament  The  work  pleases  the  eye,  and  wants  nothing  but 
solidity  and  a  good  foundation.  It  seems  even  to  vie  with  the 
works  of  nature,  till  some  succeeding  architect  blows  it  into 
ruins,  and  builds  as  goodly  a  fabric  of  his  own  in  its  place.'' 

"  Success  in  an  inquiry  of  this  kind,''  he  observes  farther,  "  it 
is  not  in  human  power  to  conmiand ;  but  perhaps  it  is  possible, 
by  caution  and  humility,  to  avoid  error  and  delusion.  The 
labyrinth  may  be  too  intricate,  and  the  thread  too  fine,  to  be 
traced  through  all  its  windings ;  but  if  we  stop  where  we  can 
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trace  it  no  farther,  and  secure  the  ground  we  have  gained,  there 
18  no  harm  done ;  a  quicker  eye  may  in  time  trace  it  fariher.'** 

The  unassuming  language  with  which  Dr.  Beid  endeavours 
to  remove  the  prejudices  naturally  excited  by  a  new  attempt  to 
philosophize  on  so  unpromising,  and  hitherto  so  ungratefol  a 
subject,  recalls  to  our  recollection  those  passages  in  which  Lord 
Bacon — ^filled  as  his  own  imagination  was  with  the  future  gran- 
deur of  the  fabric  founded  by  his  hand — ^beqieaks  the  indulgence 
of  his  readers  for  an  enterprise  apparently  so  hopeless  and  pre- 
sumptuous. The  apology  he  offers  for  himself,  when  compared 
with  the  height  to  which  the  structure  of  physical  knowledge 
has  since  attained,  may  perhaps  have  some  effect  in  attracting 
a  more  general  attention  to  pursuits  still  more  immediately 
interesting  to  mankind ;  and,  at  any  rate,  it  forms  the  best 
comment  on  the  prophetic  suggestions  in  which  Dr.  Beid 
occasionally  indulges  himself  concerning  the  future  progress  of 
moral  speculation. 

^^  Si  homines  per  tanta  annorum  spatia  viam  veram  in- 
veniendi  et  colendi  scientias  tenuissent,  nee  tamen  ulterius 
progredi  potuissent,  audaz  procul  dubio  et  temeraiia  foret 
opinio,  posse  rem  in  ulterius  provehL  Quod  si  in  via  ipsa 
erratum  sit,  atque  hominum  opera  in  iis  consimipta  in  quibus 
minime  oportebat,  sequitur  ex  eo,  non  in  rebus  ipsis  difficoltatem 
oriri,  quffi  potestatis  nostrs  non  sunt ;  sed  in  intellectu  hu- 
mane, ejusque  usu  et  applicatione,  quie  res  remedium  et 
medicinam  suscipit"^ — ^^  De  nobis  ipsis  silemus :  de  re  autem 
quad  agitur,  petimus:  ut  homines  earn  non  opinionem,  sed 
opus  esse  cogitent;  ac  pro  certo  habeant,  non  sectsB  nos 
alicujus,  aut  placiti,  sed  utilitatis  et  amplitudinis  humansd 
fundamenta  moliri.  Pradterea,  ut  bene  sperent:  neque  In- 
staurationem  nostram  ut  quiddam  infinitum  et  ultra  mortale 
fingant,  et  animo  concipiant ;  quum  revera  sit  infiniti  erroris 
finis  et  terminus  legitimus.''  ^ 

The  impression  produced  on  the  minds  of  speculative  men 
by  the  publication  of  Dr.  Beid's  Inquiry ^  was  fully  as  great  as 

*  [luqtdrify  &&,  Introd    sect    u. ;  '  Nov,  Org.^  Apb.  xcit. 

CcU,  Works,  p.  99.]  >  Inttaur.  Mag.,  Pne&t 
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eould  be  expected  from  the  nature  of  his  undertaking.  It  was 
a  work  neither  addressed  to  the  multitude,  nor  level  to  their 
comprehension ;  and  the  freedom  with  which  it  canvassed 
opinions  sanctioned  by  the  highest  authorities,  was  ill  calculated 
to  conciliate  the  favour  of  the  learned.  A  few,  however,  habi- 
tuated, like  the  author,  to  the  analytical  researches  of  the 
Newtonian  school,  soon  perceived  the  extent  of  his  views,  and 
recognised  in  his  pages  the  genuine  spirit  and  language  of 
inductive  investigation.  Among  the  members  of  this  Univer- 
sity, Mr.  Ferguson*  was  the  first  to  applaud  Dr.  Beid's  success, 
warmly  recommending  to  his  pupils  a  steady  prosecution  of  the 
same  plan,  as  the  only  effectual  method  of  ascertaining  the 
general  principles  of  the  human  frame ;  and  illustrating  happily, 
by  his  own  profound  and  eloquent  disquisitions,  the  application 
of  such  studies  to  the  conduct  of  the  understanding,  and  to  the 
great  concerns  of  life.  I  recollect  too,  when  I  attended  (about 
the  year  1771)  the  lectures  of  the  late  Mr.  Ku88ell,t  to  have 
heard  high  encomiums  on  the  philosophy  of  Beid,  in  the  course 
of  those  comprehensive  discussions  concerning  the  objects  and 
the  rules  of  experimental  science,  with  which  he  so  agreeably 
diversified  the  particular  doctrines  of  Physics.  Nor  must  I 
omit  this  opportunity  of  paying  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  my 
old  friend  Mr.  Stevenson,  then  Professor  of  Logic^  whose  candid 
mind,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  gave  a  welcome  reception  to  a 
system  subversive  of  the  theories  which  he  had  taught  for  forty 
years,  and  whose  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  knowledge 
prompted  him,  when  his  career  was  almost  finished,  to  under- 
take the  laborious  task  of  new-modelling  that  useful  compilation 
of  elementary  instruction,  to  which  a  singular  diffidence  of  his 
own  powers  limited  his  literary  exertions. 

It  is  with  no  common  feelings  of  respect  and  of  gratitude, 
that  I  now  recall  the  names  of  those  to  whom  I  owe  my  first 
attachment  to  these  studies,  and  the  happiness  of  a  liberal  occu- 
pation superior  to  the  more  aspiring  aims  of  a  servile  ambition. 

From  the  University  of  Glasgow,  Dr.  Reid's  Inquiry  received 

*  [Professor  of  JVa^uraZ  FhUosophytrom  1759,  and  o{ Moral  PhSoiophyfrom  1769.] 
t  [Professor  of  Naturcd  PJaiMophy.] 
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a  still  more  subetantial  testimony  of  approbation,  the  an&or 
having  been  inTited,  in  1764,  [the  very  year  of  publication,]  by 
that  learned  body,  to  the  professorship  of  iforoZ  PhUoaophy, 
then  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Smith.  The  preferment 
was  in  many  respects  advantageous,  affording  an  income  con- 
siderably greater  than  he  enjoyed  at  Aberdeen,  and  enabling 
him  to  concentrate  to  his  fiEtvourite  objects,  that  attention  which 
had  been  hitherto  distracted  by  the  miscellaneous  nature  of  his 
flCftd^Tnicftl  engagements.  It  was  not,  however,  without  reluct- 
ance that  he  consented  to  tear  himself  from  a  spot  where  he 
had  so  long  been  fastening  his  roots ;  and,  much  as  he  loved 
the  society  in  which  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  daya,  I  am 
doubtful  if,  in  his  mind,  it  compensated  the  sacrifice  of  earlier 
habits  and  connexions. 

Abstracting  from  the  charm  of  local  attachment,  the  Univer- 
sity of  Glasgow,  at  the  time  when  Dr.  Reid  was  adopted  as  one 
of  its  members,  presented  strong  attractions  to  reconcile  him  to 
his  change  of  situation.  Bobert  Simson,  the  great  restorer  of 
ancient  geometiy,  was  still  alive ;  and,  although  far  advanced 
in  years,  preserved  unimpaired  his  ardour  in  study,  his  relish  for 
social  relaxation,  and  his  amusing  singularities  of  humour.  Dr. 
Moor  combined,  with  a  gaiety  and  a  levity  foreign  to  this  climate, 
the  profound  attainments  of  a  scholar  and  of  a  mathematician. 
In  Dr.  Black,  to  whose  fortunate  genius  a  new  world  of  science 
had  just  opened,  Beid  acknowledged  an  instructor  and  a  guide, 
and  met  a  simplicity  of  manners  congenial  to  his  own.  The 
Wilsons  (both  father  and  son)  were  formed  to  attach  his  heart 
by  the  similarity  of  their  scientific  pursuits,  and  an  entire 
sympathy  with  his  views  and  sentimenta  Nor  was  he  less 
delighted  with  the  good-humoured  opposition  which  his  opi- 
nions never  failed  to  encounter  in  the  acuteness  of  Millar,  then 
in  the  vigour  of  youthful  genius,  and  warm  from  the  lessons  of  a 
different  school  Dr.  Leechman,  the  friend  and  biographer  of 
Hutcheson,  was  the  official  head  of  the  College,  and  added  the 
weight  of  a  venerable  name  to  the  reputation  of  a  community 
which  he  had  once  adorned  in  a  more  active  station.^ 

1  See  Note  a 
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Animated  by  the  zeal  of  such  associates,  and  by  the  busy 
scenes  which  his  new  residence  presented  in  every  department 
of  useful  industry,  Dr.  Beid  entered  on  his  functions  at  Glasgow 
with  an  ardour  not  common  at  the  period  of  life  which  he  had 
now  attained.  His  researches  concerning  the  human  Mind^ 
and  the  principles  of  Morals,  which  had  occupied  but  an  incon- 
siderable space  in  the  wide  circle  of  science,  allotted  to  him  by 
his  former  office,  were  extended  and  methodized  in  a  course, 
which  employed  five  hours  every  week,  during  six  months  of 
the  year ;  the  example  of  his  illustrious  predecessor,  and  the 
prevailing  topics  of  conversation  around  him,  occasionally 
turned  his  thoughts  to  commercial  politics,  and  produced  some 
ingenious  essays  on  different  questions  connected  with  trade, 
which  were  communicated  to  a  private  society  of  his  academical 
friends ;  his  early  passion  for  the  mathematical  sciences  was 
revived  by  the  conversation  of  Simson,  Moor,  and  the  Wilsons ; 
and,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  he  attended  the  lectures  of  Black, 
with  a  juvenile  curiosity  and  enthusiasuL 

As  the  substance  of  Dr.  Beid's  Lectures  at  Glasgow  (at  least 
of  that  part  of  them  which  was  most  important  and  original) 
has  been  since  given  to  the  public  in  a  more  improved  form,  it 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge  on  the  plan  which  he  followed 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  I  shall  therefore  only 
observe,  that  beside  his  speculations  on  the  Intellectual  and 
Active  Powers  of  Man,  and  a  system  of  Practical  Ethics,  his 
course  comprehended  some  general  views  with  respect  to  Natural 
Jurisprudence,  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  Politics.  A 
few  lectures  on  Bhetoric,  which  were  read,  at  a  separate  hour, 
to  a  more  advanced  class  of  students,  formed  a  voluntary  addi- 
tion to  the  appropriate  functions  of  his  office,  to  which,  it  is 
probable,  he  was  prompted  rather  by  a  wish  to  supply  what 
was  then  a  deficiency  in  the  established  course  of  education, 
than  by  any  predilection  for  a  branch  of  study  so  foreign  to  his 
ordinary  pursuits. 

The  merits  of  Dr.  Beid,  as  a  public  teacher,  were  derived 
chiefly  from  that  rich  fund  of  original  and  instructive  philo- 
sophy which  is  to  be  found  in  his  writings ;  and  from  his  un- 
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wearied  assiduity  in  inculcating  principles  which  he  conoeiyed 
to  be  of  essential  importance  to  human  happinesa  In  his 
elocution  and  mode  of  instruction,  there  was  nothing  peculiarly 
attractive.  He  seldom,  if  ever,  indulged  himself  in  the  warmth 
of  extempore  discourse ;  nor  was  his  manner  of  reading  calcu- 
lated to  increase  the  effect  of  what  he  had  committed  to  writing. 
Such,  however,  was  the  simplicity  and  perspicuity  of  his  style, 
such  the  gravity  and  authority  of  his  character,  and  such  the 
general  interest  of  his  young  hearers  in  the  doctrines  which  he 
taught,  that  by  the  numerous  audiences  to  which  his  instruc- 
tions  were  addressed,  he  was  heard  uniformly  with  the  most 
silent  and  respectful  attention.  On  this  subject  I  speak  from 
personal  knowledge,  having  had  the  good  fortune,  during  a 
considerable  part  of  the  winter  of  1772,  to  be  one  of  his 
pupils. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me,  from  what  I  am  now  able  to  recol- 
lect of  the  order  which  he  observed  in  treating  the  different 
parts  of  his  subject,  that  he  had  laid  much  stress  on  systema- 
tical arrangement  It  is  probable  that  he  availed  himself  of 
whatever  materials  his  private  inquiries  a&brded  for  his  acade- 
mical compositions,  without  aiming  at  the  merit  of  combining 
them  into  a  whole^  by  a  comprehensive  and  regular  design ; — 
an  undertaking  to  which,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  established 
forms  of  his  university,  consecrated  by  long  custom,  would  have 
presented  some  obstacles.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  neither 
he  nor  his  immediate  predecessor  ever  published  any  general 
proapecttis  of  their  respective  plans ;  nor  any  heads  or  otUiines 
to  assist  their  students  in  tracing  the  trains  of  thought  which 
suggested  their  various  transitions. 

The  interest,  however,  excited  by  such  details  as  these,  even 
if  it  were  in  my  power  to  render  them  more  full  and  satisfac- 
tory, must  necessarily  be  temporary  and  local ;  and  I  therefore 
hasten  to  observations  of  a  more  general  nature,  on  the  dis- 
tinguishing characteristics  of  Dr.  Beid's  philosophical  genius, 
and  on  the  spirit  and  scope  of  those  researches  which  he  has 
bequeathed  to  posterity  concerning  the  phenomena  and  laws  of 
the  human  mind.    In  mentioning  his  first  performance  on  this 


OF  THOMAS  BXID,  D.D.  265 

subject,  I  have  already  anticipated  a  few  remarks  which  are 
equally  applicable  to  his  subsequent  publications ;  but  the  hints 
then  suggested  were  too  slight,  to  place  in  so  strong  a  light  as 
I  could  wish,  the  peculiarities  of  that  mode  of  investigation, 
which  it  was  the  great  object  of  his  writings  to  recommend  and 
to  exemplify.  His  own  anxiety,  to  neglect  nothing  that  might 
contribute  to  its  farther  illustration,  induced  him,  while  his 
health  and  faculties  were  yet  entire,  to  withdraw  from  his 
public  labours,  and  to  devote  himself .  with  an  undivided 
attention  to  a  task  of  more  extensive  and  permanent  utility. 
It  was  in  the  year  1780  that  he  carried  this  design  into  execu- 
tion, at  a  period  of  life  (for  he  was  then  seventy)  when  the 
infirmities  of  age  might  be  supposed  to  account  sufficiently  for 
his  retreat ;  but  when,  in  fivct,  neither  the  vigour  of  his  mind 
nor  of  his  body  seemed  to  have  suffered  any  injury  from  time. 
The  works  which  he  published  not  many  years  afterwards, 
afford  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  assiduity  with  which  he  had 
availed  himself  of  his  literary  leisure  ;  his  Essays  on  the  Intd- 
leciual  Powers  of  Man  appearing  in  1785  ;*  and  those  on  the 
Active  Powers  in  1788. 

As  these  two  performances  are,  both  of  them,  parts  of  one 
great  work,  to  which  his  Inquiry  into  the  Human  Mind  may 
be  regarded  as  the  introduction,  I  have  reserved  for  this  place 
whatever  critical  reflections  I  have  to  offer  on  his  merits  as  an 
author ;  conceiving  that  they  would  be  more  likely  to  produce 
their  intended  effect,  when  presented  at  once  in  a  connected 
form,  than  if  interspersed,  according  to  a  chronological  order, 
with  the  details  of  a  biographical  narrative. 

*  [Thefle  were  dedicated  to  Mr.  Stewart  and  Dr.  James  Gregoiy.] 
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SECTION  IL 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  SPIRIT  AND  SCOPE  OF  DR.  REID's 

PHILOSOPHT. 

I  HAVE  already  observed,  that  the  distingnishiiig  feature  of 
Dr.  Beid's  Philosophy,  is  the  systematical  steadiness  with 
which  he  has  adhered  in  his  inquiries  to  that  plan  of  investi- 
gation which  is  delineated  in  the  Novum  Organonj  and  which 
has  been  so  happily  exemplified  in  physics  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
and  his  followers.  To  recommend  this  plan  as  the  only  effec- 
tual method  of  enlarging  our  knowledge  of  nature,  was  the 
favourite  aim  of  all  his  studies,  and  a  topic  on  which  he  thought 
he  could  not  enlarge  too  much,  in  conversing  or  corresponding 
with  his  younger  friends.  In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Gregory,  which 
I  have  perused,  he  particularly  congratulates  him,  upon  his 
acquaintance  with  Lord  Bacon's  works ;  adding,  ^^  I  am  very 
apt  to  measure  a  man's  understanding,  by  the  opinion  he 
entertains  of  that  author.'' 

It  were  perhaps  to  be  wished,  that  he  had  taken  a  little  more 
pains  to  Ulustrate  the  fundamental  rules  of  that  logic,  the 
value  of  which  he  estimated  so  highly;  more  especially,  to 
point  out  the  modifications  with  which  it  is  applicable  to  the 
science  of  Mind.  Many  important  hints,  indeed,  connected 
with  this  subject,  may  be  collected  from  different  parts  of  his 
writings ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  a  more  ample  dis- 
cussion of  it  in  a  preliminary  dissertation,  might  have  thrown 
light  on  the  scope  of  many  of  his  researches,  and  obviated  some 
of  the  most  plausible  objections  which  have  been  stated  to  his 
conclusions. 

It  is  not,  however,  my  intention  at  present,  to  attempt  to 
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supply  a  deaidercbtum  of  so  great  a  magnitude; — an  under- 
taking which;  I  trust,  will  find  a  more  convenient  place  in  the 
farther  prosecution  of  those  speculations  with  respect  to  the 
Intellectual  Powers  which  I  have  already  submitted  to  the 
public.  The  detached  remarks  which  follow,  are  offered  merely 
as  a  supplement  to  what  I  have  stated  concerning  the  nature 
and  object  of  this  branch  of  study,  in  the  Introduction  to  the 
Philosophy  o/ffie  Human  Mind.* 

The  influence  of  Bacon's  genius  on  the  subsequent  progress 
of  physical  discovery,  has  been  seldom  fairly  appreciated ;  by 
some  writers  almost  entirely  overlooked,  and  by  others  con- 
sidered as  the  sole  cause  of  the  reformation  in  science  which 
has  since  taken  place.  Of  these  extremes,  the  latter  certainly 
is  the  least  wide  of  the  truth;  for,  in  the  whole  history 
of  letters,  no  other  individual  can  be  mentioned  whose  exer- 
tions have  had  so  indisputable  an  effect  in  forwarding  the 
intellectual  progress  of  mankind.  On  the  other  hand,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  that  before  the  era  when  Bacon  appeared, 
various  philosophers  in  different  parts  of  Europe  had  struck 
into  the  right  path ;  and  it  may  perhaps  be  doubted,  whether 
any  one  important  rule  with  respect  to  the  true  method  of 
investigation  be  contained  in  his  works,  of  which  no  hint  can 
be  traced  in  those  of  his  predecessors.  His  great  merit  lay  in 
concentrating  their  feeble  and  scattered  lights; — fixing  the 
attention  of  philosophers  on  the  distinguishing  characteristics 
of  true  and  of  false  science,  by  a  felicity  of  illustration  peculiar 
to  himself,  seconded  by  the  commandiDg  powers  of  a  bold  and 
figurative  eloquence.  The  method  of  investigation  which  he 
recommended  had  been  previously  followed  in  every  instance, 
in  which  any  solid  discovery  had  been  made  with  respect  to 
the  laws  of  nature ,  but  it  had  been  followed  accidentally,  and 
without  any  regular  preconceived  design ;  and  it  was  reserved 
for  him  to  reduce  to  rule  and  method  what  others  had  effected, 
either  fortuitously,  or  from  some  momentary  glimpse  of  the 
truth.  It  is  justly  observed  by  Dr.  Beid,  that  ^^  the  man  who 
first  discovered  that  cold  freezes  water,  and  that  heat  turns  it 

•  [Works,  Vol.  II.  p.  46,  Beq.'\ 
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into  vapour,  proceeded  on  the  same  general  principle  by  which 
Newton  discovered  the  law  of  gravitation  and  the  properties 
of  light  His  Begtdod  PhUoaophandi  are  maxims  of  Common 
Sense,  and  are  practised  every  day  in  common  life ;  and  he  who 
philosophizes  by  other  rules,  either  concerning  the  material 
system  or  concerning  the  mind,  mistakes  his  aim.''* 

These  remarks  are  not  intended  to  detract  from  the  just  glory 
of  Bacon ;  for  they  apply  to  all  those,  without  exception,  who 
have  systematized  the  principles  of  any  of  the  arts.  Indeed, 
they  apply  less  forcibly  to  him  than  to  any  other  philosopher 
whose  studies  have  been  directed  to  objects  analogous  to  his ; 
inasmuch  as  we  know  of  no  art^  of  which  the  rules  have  been 
reduced  successfully  into  a  didactic  form,  when  the  art  itself 
was  as  much  in  infancy  as  experimental  philosophy  was  when 
Bacon  wrote.  Nor  must  it  be  supposed,  that  the  utility  was 
small  of  thus  attempting  to  systematize  the  accidental  processes 
of  unenlightened  ingenuity,  and  to  give  to  the  noblest  exertions 
of  human  reason  the  same  advantages  of  scientific  method, 
which  have  contributed  so  much  to  ensure  the  success  of  genius 
in  pursuits  of  inferior  importance.  The  very  philosophical 
mottof  which  Beynolds  has  so  happily  prefixed  to  his  Academi- 
cal Discourses^  admits,  on  this  occasion,  of  a  still  more  appro- 
priate application :  ^'  Omnia  fere  qusB  prseceptis  continentur  ab 
ingeniosis  hominibus  fiunt;  sed  casu  quodam  magis  quam 
scientia.  Ideoque  doctrina  et  animadversio  adhibenda  est,  ut 
ea  qusB  interdum  sine  ratione  nobis  occurrunt,  semper  in  nostra 
potestate  sint ;  et  quoties  res  postulaverit,  a  nobis  ex  prceparato 
adhibeantur." 

But  although  a  few  superior  minds  seem  to  have  been  in 
some  measure  predisposed  for  that  revolution  in  science,  which 
Bacon  contributed  so  powerfully  to  accomplish,  the  case  was 
very  difierent  with  the  great  majority  of  those  who  were  then 
most  distinguished  for  learning  and  talents.  His  views  were 
plainly  too  advanced  for  the  age  in  which  he  lived  ;  and,  that 
he  was  sensible  of  this  himself,  appears  from  those  remarkable 

*  [Inquirift  &c.,  Introd.  sect  i. ;  CoU.         f  [From  AquQa  Bomtnafl.     SvgtrOf 
Worksi  p.  97.]  Wark$f  VoL  V.  p.  46.1 
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passages,  in  which  he  styles  himself  ^  the  servant  of  posterity," 
and  ''  bequeaths  his  fame  to  futare  times.*  Hobbes,  who  in 
his  early  youth  had  enjoyed  his  friendship,  speaks  a  consider- 
able time  after  Bacon's  death,  of  experimental  philosophy,  in 
terms  of  contempt ;  influenced  probably,  not  a  little,  by  the 
tendency  he  perceived  in  the  inductive  method  of  inquiry,  to 
undermine  the  foundations  of  that  fabric  of  scepticism  which  it 
was  the  great  object  of  his  labours  to  rear.  Nay,  even  during 
the  course  of  the  last  century,  it  has  been  less  from  Bacon's 
own  speculations,  than  from  the  examples  of  sound  investiga- 
tion exhibited  by  a  few  eminent  men,  who  professed  to  follow 
him  as  their  guide,  that  the  practical  spirit  of  his  writings  has 
been  caught  by  the  multitude  of  physical  experimentalists  over 
Europe  ; — truth  and  good  sense  descending  gradually,  in  this 
as  in  other  instances,  by  the  force  of  imitation  and  of  early 
habit,  from  the  higher  orders  of  intellect  to  the  lower.  In 
some  parts  of  the  Continent,  more  especially,  the  circulation  of 
Bacon's  philosophical  works  has  been  surprisingly  slow.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  Descartes  himself  ever  perused  them  ;*  and  as 
late  as  the  year  1759,  if  we  may  credit  Montucla,  they  were 
very  little  known  in  France.  The  introductory  discourse  pre- 
fixed by  D'Alembert  to  the  Encyclop4die^  first  recommended 
them  in  that  country  to  general  attention. 

The  change  which  has  taken  place  during  the  two  last  cen- 
turies in  the  plan  of  physical  research,  and  the  success  which 
has  so  remarkably  attended  it,  could  not  fail  to  suggest  an  idea, 
that  something  analogous  might  probably  be  accomplished  at  a 
future  period,  with  respect  to  the  phenomena  of  the  intellectual 
world.  And  accordingly,  various  hints  of  this  kind  may  be 
traced  in  different  authors,  since  the  era  of  Newton's  discoveries. 
A  memorable  instance  occurs  in  the  prediction  with  which  that 
great  man  concludes  his  Optica : — "  That  if  natural  philosophy, 
in  all  its  parts,  by  pursuing  the  inductive  method,  shall  at 
length  be  perfected,  the  bounds  of  moral  philosophy  will  also 
be  enlarged."  Similar  remarks  may  be  found  in  other  publi- 
cations, particularly  in  Mr.  Hume's  Treatise  of  Human  Nature^ 

*  [But  see  the  DUsertaUon^  WorJu,  Vol.  I.  pp.  118,  644.] 
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where  the  sabject  is  enlarged  on  with  much  ingenuity.  As  far 
however  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  Dr.  Beid  was  the  first  who  con- 
ceived justly  and  clearly  the  analogy  between  these  two  different 
branches  of  human  knowledge ;  defining  with  precision  the  dis- 
tinct provinces  of  Obaervaiion  and  of  Reflection^  in  furnishing 
the  data  of  all  our  reasonings  concerning  Matter  and  Mind ; 
and  demonstrating  the  necessity  of  a  careful  separation  between 
the  phenomena  which  they  respectively  exhibit,  while  we  adhere 
to  the  same  mode  of  philosophizing  in  investigating  the  laws 
of  both. 

That  so  many  philosophers  should  have  thus  missed  their 
aim  in  prosecuting  the  study  of  the  Human  Mind,  will  appear 
the  less  surprising,  when  we  consider  in  how  many  difficulties, 
peculiar  to  itself,  this  science  is  involved.  It  is  sufficient  at 
present  to  mention  those  which  arise, — from  the  metaphorical 
origin  of  all  the  words  which  express  the  intellectual  pheno- 
mena ;  from  the  subtle  and  fugitive  nature  of  the  objects  of  our 
reasonings ;  from  the  habits  of  inattention  we  acquire  in  early 
life,  to  the  subjects  of  our  consciousness ;  and  from  the  pre- 
judices which  early  impressions  and  associations  create  to  warp 
our  opinions.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  in  the  science 
of  Mind  (so  imperfectly  are  its  logical  rules  as  yet  understood  I) 
we  have  not  the  same  checks  on  the  abuses  of  our  reasoning 
powers,  which  serve  to  guard  us  against  error  in  our  other  re- 
searches. In  Physics,  a  speculative  mistake  is  abandoned,  when 
contradicted  by  facts  which  strike  the  senses.  In  Mathematics 
an  absurd  or  inconsistent  conclusion  is  admitted  as  a  demon- 
strative proof  of  a  faulty  hypothesis.  But,  in  those  inquiries 
which  relate  to  the  principles  of  human  nature,  the  absurdities 
and  inconsistencies  to  which  we  are  led  by  almost  all  the  systems 
hitherto  proposed,  instead  of  suggesting  corrections  and  im- 
provements on  these  systems,  have  too  frequently  had  the  effect 
of  producing  scepticism  with  respect  to  all  of  them  alike.  How 
melancholy  is  the  confession  of  Hume  ! — *'  The  intense  view  of 
these  manifold  contradictions  and  imperfections  in  human 
reason,  has  so  wrought  upon  me,  and  heated  my  brain,  that  I 
am  ready  to  reject  all  belief  and  reasoning,  and  can  look 
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upon    no    opinion    even    as    more  probable  or  likely  than 
another/'* 

Under  these  discouragements  to  this  branch  of  study,  it 
affords  some  comfort  to  reflect  on  the  great  number  of  im- 
portant facts  with  respect  to  the  mind,  which  are  scattered  in 
the  writings  of  philosophers.  As  the  subject  of  our  inquiry 
here  lies  within  our  own  breast,  a  considerable  mixture  of  truth 
may  be  expected  even  in  those  systems  which  are  most  errone- 
ous ;  not  only  because  a  number  of  men  can  scarcely  be  long 
imposed  on  by  a  hypothesis  which  is  perfectly  groundless,  con- 
cerning the  objects  of  their  own  consciousness,  but  because  it 
is  generally  by  an  alliance  with  truth  and  with  the  original 
principles  of  human  nature,  that  prejudices  and  associations 
produce  their  effect&t  Perhaps  it  may  even  be  affirmed,  that 
our  progress  in  this  research  depends  less  on  the  degree  of  our 
industry  and  invention,  than  on  our  sagacity  and  good  sense  in 
separating  old  discoveries  from  the  errors  which  have  been 
blended  with  them ;  and  on  that  candid  and  dispassionate 
temper  that  may  prevent  us  from  being  led  astray  by  the  love 
of  novelty,  or  the  affectation  of  singularity.  In  this  respect, 
the  science  of  Mind  possesses  a  very  important  advantage  over 
that  which  relates  to  the  laws  of  the  material  world  The 
former  has  been  cultivated  with  more  or  less  success  in  all  ages 
and  countries :  the  facts  which  serve  as  the  basis  of  the  latter 
have,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  been  collected  during  the 
course  of  the  last  two  centuries.  An  observation  similar  to 
this  is  applied  to  systems  of  Ethics  by  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  account 
of  the  theory  of  Mandeville  ;  and  the  illustration  he  gives  of  it 
may  be  extended  with  equal  propriety  to  the  science  of  mind 
in  general.  "A  system  of  Natural  philosophy,"  he  remarks, 
"  may  appear  very  plausible,  and  be  for  a  long  time  very  gener- 
ally received  in  the  world,  and  yet  have  no  foundation  in 
nature,  nor  any  sort  of  resemblance  to  the  truth.  But  it  is 
otherwise  with  systems  of  Moral  philosophy.    When  a  traveller 

♦  [Treatise  of  Human  Nature^  Book  f  ["  Eyeiy  error,"  says  Bossaet,  *'  is 

I.  Part  iv.  sect.  7  ;  Vol.  I.  p.  466,  orig.      a  truth  abused."] 

edit.] 
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gives  an  account  of  some  distant  countiy,  he  may  impose  upon 
our  credulity  the  most  groundless  and  absurd  fictions  as  the 
most  certain  matters  of  fetct :  but  when  a  person  pretends  to 
inform  us  of  what  passes  in  our  neighbourhood,  and  of  the 
affairs  of  the  very  parish  we  live  in,  though  here  too,  if  we  are 
so  careless  as  not  to  examine  things  with  our  own  eyes,  he  may 
deceive  us  in  many  respects ;  yet  the  greatest  falsehoods  which 
he  imposes  on  us  must  bear  some  resemblance  to  the  truth,  and 
must  even  have  a  considerable  mixture  of  truth  in  theuL"* 

These  considerations  demonstrate  the  essential  importance^ 
in  this  branch  of  study,  of  forming,  at  the  commencement  of 
our  inquiries,  just  notions  of  the  criteria  of  true  and  false 
science,  and  of  the  rules  of  philosophical  investigation.  They 
demonstrate,  at  the  same  time,  that  an  attention  to  the  rules 
of  philosophizing,  as  they  are  exemplified  in  the  physical  re- 
searches of  Newton  and  his  followers,  although  the  best  of  all 
preparations  for  an  examination  of  the  mental  phenomena^  is 
but  one  of  the  steps  necessary  to  ensure  our  success.  On  an 
accurate  comparison  of  the  two  subjects,  it  might  probably  ap- 
pear, that  after  this  preliminary  step  has  been  gained,  the  most 
arduous  part  of  the  process  still  remains.  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  it  is  not  from  any  defect  in  the  power  of  ratiocination  or 
deduction,  that  our  speculative  errors  chiefly  arise ; — a  fact  of 
which  we  have  a  decisive  proof  in  the  facility  with  which  most 
students  may  be  taught  the  mathematical  and  physical  sciences, 
when  compared  with  the  difficulty  of  leading  their  minds  to  the 
truth  on  questions  of  morals  and  politics.t 

The  logical  rules  which  lay  the  foundation  of  sound  and  useful 
conclusions  concerning  the  laws  of  this  internal  world,  although 
not  altogether  overlooked  by  Lord  Bacon,  were  plainly  not  the 
principal  object  of  his  work ;  and  what  he  has  written  on  the 
subject,  consists  chiefly  of  detached  hints  dropped  casually  in 
the  course  of  other  speculations  A  comprehensive  view  of  the 
sciences  and  arts  dependent  on  the  philosophy  of  the  human 

*  [Moral  SeniimeuU,  Fart  VII.  lect.      literanj,  ^th  one  in  Aristotle's  Ifioh 
ii.  chap.  4,  sixth  and  later  editions.]  tnaehian  EtMcB,] 

t  [This  sentence  correspondsi  almost 
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mind,  exliibitiDg  the  relations  which.  Ihey  bear  to  each  other, 
and  to  the  general  system  of  human  knowledge,  would  form  a 
natural  and  useful  introduction  to  the  study  of  these  logical 
principles ;  but  such  a  view  remains  still  a  desid&raiumy  after 
all  the  advances  made  towards  it  by  Bacon  and  D'Alembert 
Indeed,  in  the  present  improved  state  of  things,  much  is 
wanting  to  complete  and  perfect  that  more  simple  part  of  their 
intellectual  map  which  relates  to  the  material  universe.  Of  the 
inconsiderable  progress  hitherto  made  towards  a  just  delinea- 
tion of  the  method  to  be  pursued  in  studying  the  mental 
phenomena,  no  other  evidence  is  necessary  than  this.  That  the 
sources  of  error  and  false  judgment  so  peculiarly  connected,  in 
consequence  of  the  Association  of  Ideas,  with  studies  in  which 
our  best  interests  are  immediately  and  deeply  concerned,  have 
never  yet  been  investigated  with  such  accuracy,  as  to  afford 
effectual  aid  to  the  student  in  his  attempts  to  counteract  their 
influence.  One  of  these  sources  alone — ^that  which  arises  from 
the  imperfections  of  Language,  furnishes  an  exception  to  the 
general  remark.  It  attracted,  fortunately,  the  particular  notice 
of  Locke,  whose  observations  with  respect  to  it,  compose,  per- 
haps, the  most  valuable  part  of  his  philosophical  writings ;  and 
since  the  time  of  Condillac,  the  subject  has  been  still  more 
deeply  analyzed  by  others.  Even  on  this  article  much  yet  re- 
mains to  be  done  ;  but  enough  has  been  already  accomplished 
to  justify  the  profound  aphorism  in  which  Bacon  pointed  it 
out  to  the  attention  of  his  followers  : — ^'  Credunt  homines 
Bationem  suam  verbis  imperare ;  sed  fit  etiam  ut  Verba  vim 
suam  super  rationem  retorqueanf^ 

Into  ttiese  logical  discussions  concerning  the  means  of  ad- 
vancing the  philosophy  of  human  nature.  Dr.  Beid  has  seldom 
entered;  and  still  more  rarely  has  he  indulged  himself  in 
tracing  the  numerous  relations  by  which  this  philosophy  is 
connected  with  the  practical  business  of  lifcL    But  he  has  done 

*  [Nov.   Org.  Aph.  lix.  et  aXAbi.] —  M.  PrevoBt  of  Geneva,)  entitled  Des 

This    passage    of  Bacon    forms    the  J3ig7ie$  envuagis  relativement   &  leur 

motto  to  a  Toiy  ingenious  and  philoso-  Influence  9ur  la  Formation  des  IdSes. 

phical  dissertationi  (lately  publi^ed  by  Paris,  an  8. 
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what  was  still  more  essential  at  the  time  he  wrote:  he  has 
/  exemplified,  with  the  happiest  successy  that  method  of  invesH^ 
gation  by  which  alone  any  solid  progress  can  be  made ;  directing 
his  inquiries  to  a  sabject  which  forms  a  necessary  groundwork 
for  the  labonrs  of  his  successors, — an  analysb  of  the  various 
powers  and  principles  belonging  to  our  constitution.  Of  the 
importance  of  this  undertaking,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
it  stands  somewhat,  although  I  confess  not  altogether,  in  the 
same  relation  to  the  different  branches  of  Intellectual  and 
Moral  science,  (such  as  grammar,  rhetoric,  logic,  ethics,  natural 
theology,  and  politics,)  in  which  the  Anatomy  of  the  human 
body  stands  to  the  different  branches  of  physiology  and  par 
thology.  And  as  a  course  of  medical  education  naturaUy,  or 
rather  necessarily,  begins  with  a  general  survey  of  man's  animal 
frame ;  so  I  apprehend,  that  the  proper,  or  rather  the  essential 
preparation  for  those  studies  which  regard  our  nobler  concerns, 
is  an  examination  of  the  principles  which  belong  to  man  as  an 
Intelligent,  Active,  Social,  and  Moral  being.  Nor  does  the  im- 
portance of  such  an  analysis  rest  here ;  it  exerts  an  influence 
over  all  those  sciences  and  arts  which  are  connected  with  the 
material  world;  and  the  philosophy  of  Bacon  itself,  while  it 
points  out  the  road  to  physical  truth,  is  but  a  branch  of  the 
Philosophy  of  the  Human  Mind. 

The  substance  of  these  remarks  is  admirably  expressed  by 
Mr.  Hume  in  the  following  passage, — allowances  being  made 
for  a  few  trifling  peculiarities  of  expression,  borrowed  from 
the  theories  which  were  prevalent  at  the  time  when  he 
wrote: — ^"Tis  evident  that  all  the  sciences  have  a  relation, 
greater  or  less,  to  human  nature,  and  that  however  wide  any 
of  them  may  seem  to  run  from  it,  they  still  return  back  by  one 
passage  or  another.  Even  mathematics,  natural  philosophy, 
and  natural  religion,  are,  in  some  measure,  dependent  on  the 
science  of  Man ;  since  they  lie  under  the  cognizance  of  men, 
and  are  judged  of  by  their  powers  and  faculties.  It  is  im- 
possible to  tell  what  changes  and  improvements  we  might 
make  in  these  sciences,  were  we  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  extent  and  force  of  human  understanding,  and  could 
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explain  the  nature  of  the  ideas  we  employ,  and  of  the  opera- 
tions we  perform  in  our  reasonings. 

'^If,  therefore,  the  scienoes  of  mathematics,  natural  philo- 
sophy, and  natural  religion,  have  such  a  dependence  on  the 
knowledge  of  Man,  what  may  be  expected  in  the  other  sciences, 
whose  connexion  with  human  nature  is  more  close  and  inti- 
mate ?  The  sole  end  of  Logic  is  to  explain  the  principles  and 
operations  of  our  reasoning  faculty  and  the  nature  of  our  ideas : 
Morals  and  Criticism  regard  our  tastes  and  sentiments;  and 
Politics  consider  men  as  united  in  society,  and  dependent  on 
each  other.  In  these  four  sciences  of  Logic,  Morals,  Criticism, 
and  Politics,  is  comprehended  almost  eyerything  which  it  can 
any  way  import  us  to  be  acquainted  with,  or  which  can  tend 
either  to  the  improvement  or  ornament  of  the  human  mind. 

"  Here,  then,  is  the  only  expedient  from  which  we  can  hope 
for  success  in  our  philosophical  researches :  to  leave  the  tedi- 
ous, lingering  method,  which  we  have  hitherto  followed ;  and, 
instead  of  taking,  now  and  then,  a  castle  or  village  on  the 
frontier,  to  march  up  directly  to  the  capital  or  centre  of  these 
sciences,  to  human  nature  itself,  which  being  once  masters  of, 
we  may  everywhere  else  hope  for  an  easy  victory.  From  this 
station  we  may  extend  our  conquests  over  all  those  sciences 
which  more  intimately  concern  human  Ufe,  md  may  after- 
wards  proceed  at  leisure  to  discover  more  fully  those  which  are 
the  objects  of  pure  curiosity.  There  is  no  question  of  im- 
portance, whose  decision  is  not  comprised  in  the  science  of 
man ;  and  there  is  none  which  can  be  decided  with  any  cer- 
tainty before  we  become  acquainted  with  that  science."* 

To  prepare  the  way  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  design 
so  forcibly  recommended  in  the  foregoing  quotation,  by  exem- 
plifying, in  an  analysis  of  our  most  important  intellectual  and 
active  principles,  the  only  method  of  carrying  it  successfully 
into  execution,  was  the  great  object  of  Dr.  Keid,  in  all  his 
various  philosophical  publications.  In  examining  these  prin- 
ciples, he  had  chiefly  in  view  a  vindication  of  those  funda- 
mental  laws  of  belief  which  form  the  groundwork  of  human 

*  [TreoHae  of  Human  Nature^  Introd.  Vol.  I.  pp.  4-6,  orig.  edit.] 
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knowledge,  agaiost  the  attacks  made  on  their  authority  in  some 
modem  systemB  of  scepticism ;  leaving  to  his  sacoessors  the 
more  agreeable  task  of  applying  the  philosophy  of  the  mind  to 
its  practical  uses.  On  the  aaudysia  and  classification  of  our 
powers,  which  he  has  proposed,  much  room  for  improvement 
must  have  been  left  in  so  vast  an  undertaking ;  but  imperfec- 
tions of  this  kind  do  not  necessarily  affect  the  justness  of  his 
conclusions,  even  where  they  may  suggest  to  future  inquirers 
the  advantages  of  a  simpler  arrangement,  and  a  more  definite 
phraseology.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  plan  he  has  followed,  the  mistakes  which  may  be  detected 
in  particular  parts  of  his  works,  imply  no  such  weakness  in  the 
fabric  he  has  reared,  as  might  have  been  justly  apprehended, 
had  he  presented  a  connected  system  founded  on  gratuitous 
hypotheses,  or  on  arbitrary  definition&  The  detections^  on  the 
contrary,  of  his  occasional  errors,  may  be  expected,  Arom  the 
invariable  consistency  and  harmony  of  truth,  to  throw  new 
lights  on  those  parts  of  his  work,  where  his  inquiries  have 
been  more  successful ;  as  the  correction  of  a  particular  mis- 
statement in  an  authentic  history,  is  often  found,  by  completing 
an  imperfect  Unk,  or  reconciling  a  seeming  contradiction,  to 
dispel  the  doubts  which  hung  over  the  most  faithful  and  ac- 
curate details  of  the  narrative. 

In  Dr.  Beid's  first  performance,  he  confined  himself  entirely 
to  the^ve  Senses  J  and  the  principles  of  our  nature  necessarily 
connected  with  them,  reserving  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
subject  for  a  future  period.  At  that  time,  indeed,  he  seems  to 
have  thought  that  a  more  comprehensive  examination  of  the 
mind  was  an  enterprise  too  great  for  one  individual  ^^  The 
powers,"  he  observes,  ^^  of  Memory,  of  Imagination,  of  Taste,  of 
Seasoning,  of  Moral  Perception,  the  Will,  the  Passions,  the 
Affections,  and  all  the  Active  powers  of  the  soul,  present  a 
boundless  field  of  philosophical  disquisition,  which  the  author 
of  thb  Inquiry  is  fiir  from  thinking  himself  able  to  explore 
with  accuracy.  Many  authors  of  ingenuity,  ancient  and  modem, 
have  made  incursions  into  this  vast  territory,  and  have  com- 
municated useful  observations ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
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that  thoBe  who  have  pretended  to  give  us  a  map  of  the  whole, 
have  satisfied  themselves  with  a  very  inaccurate  and  incomplete 
survey.  If  Galileo  had  attempted  a  complete  system  of  natural 
philosophy,  he  had  probably  done  little  service  to  mankind  ; 
but,  by  confining  himself  to  what  was  within  his  comprehension, 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  knowledge  which  rises  by 
degrees,  and  does  honour  to  the  human  understanding.  Newton, 
building  upon  this  foundation,  and,  in  like  manner,  confining 
his  inquiries  to  the  law  of  gravitation  and  the  properties  of 
light,  performed  wonders.  If  he  had  attempted  a  great  deal 
more,  he  had  done  a  great  deal  less,  and  perhaps  nothing  at 
alL  Ambitious  of  following  such  great  examples,  with  unequal 
steps^  alas  I  and  unequal  force,  we  have  attempted  an  inquiry 
into  one  little  corner  only  of  the  human  mind ;  that  comer 
which  seems  to  be  most  exposed  to  vulgar  observation,  and  to 
be  most  easily  comprehended ;  and  yet,  if  we  have  delineated 
it  justly,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  accounts  heretofore 
given  of  it  were  very  lame,  and  wide  of  the  truth."* 

From  these  observations,  when  compared  with  the  magnitude 
of  the  work  which  the  author  lived  to  execute,  there  is  some 
ground  for  supposing  that,  in  the  progress  of  his  researches,  he 
became  more  and  more  sensible  of  the  mutual  connexion  and 
dependence  which  exist  among  the  conclusions  we  form  con- 
cerning the  various  principles  of  human  nature,  even  concerning 
those  which  seem,  on  a  superficial  view,  to  have  the  most 
remote  relation  to  each  other ;  and  it  was  fortunate  for  the 
world  that,  in  this  respect,  he  was  induced  to  extend  his  views 
so  far  beyond  the  Umits  of  his  original  design.  His  examina- 
tion, indeed,  of  the  powers  of  External  Perception,  and  of  the 
questions  immediately  connected  with  them,  bears  marks  of  a 
still  more  minute  diligence  and  accuracy  than  appear  in  some 
of  his  speculations  concerning  the  other  parts  of  our  frame ; 
and  what  he  has  written  on  the  former  subject,  in  his  Inquiry 
into  the  Hurrum  Mind^  is  evidently  more  highly  finished,  both 
in  matter  and  form,  than  the  volumes  which  he  published  in 
his  more  advanced  years.     The  value,  however,  of  these  is  in- 

*  [Inquiry,  Chap.  VII. ;  CoUeded  Works,  p.  211.] 
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estimable  to  future  adventurers  in  the  same  arduous  undertak- 
ing, not  only  in  consequence  of  the  aids  they  furnish  as  a  rough 
draught  of  the  field  to  be  examined,  but,  by  the  example  they 
exhibit  of  a  method  of  investigation  on  such  subjects,  hitherto 
very  imperfectly  understood  by  philosophers.  It  is  by  the 
originality  of  this  method,  so  systematically  pursued  in  all  his 
researches,  still  more  than  by  the  importance  of  his  particular 
conclusions,  that  he  stands  so  conspicuously  distinguished  among 
those  who  have  hitherto  prosecuted  analytically  the  study  of  Man. 

I  have  heard  it  sometimes  mentioned,  as  a  subject  of  regret, 
that  the  writers  who  have  applied  themselves  to  this  branch  of 
knowledge,  have,  in  general,  aimed  at  a  great  deal  more  than  it 
was  possible  to  accomplish ;  extending  their  researches  to  all 
the  difierent  parts  of  our  constitution,  while  a  long  life  might  be 
well  employed  in  examining  and  describing  the  phenomena  con- 
nected with  any  one  particular  faculty.  Dr.  Beid,  in  a  passage 
already  quoted  from  his  Inquiry^  might  have  been  supposed  to 
give  some  countenance  to  this  opinion,  if  his  own  subsequent 
labours  did  not  so  strongly  sanction  the  practice  in  question. 
The  truth,  I  apprehend,  is,  That  such  detached  researches  con- 
cerning the  human  mind  can  seldom  be  attempted  with  much 
hope  of  success ;  and  that  those  who  have  recommended  them, 
have  not  attended  sufficiently  to  the  circumstances  which  so  re- 
markably distinguish  this  study  from  that  which  has  for  its 
object  the  philosophy  of  the  material  world.  A  few  remarks  in 
illustration  of  this  proposition  seem  to  me  to  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  justify  the  reasonableness  of  Dr.  Beid's  undertaking;  and 
they  will  be  found  to  apply  with  still  greater  force  to  the  labours 
of  such  as  may  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  a  similar  analysis 
in  explaining  the  varieties  of  human  genius  and  character,  or 
in  developing  the  latent  capacities  of  the  youthful  mind. 

One  consideration  of  a  more  general  nature  is,  in  the  first 
place,  worthy  of  notice ;  that  in  the  infancy  of  every  science, 
the  grand  and  fundamental  deeideratum  is  a  bold  and  compre- 
hensive Outline ; — somewhat  for  the  same  reason,  that,  in  the 
cultivation  of  an  extensive  country,  forests  must  be  cleared, 
and  wildernesses  reclaimed,  before  the  limits  of  private  property 
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axe  fixed  with  accuracy ;  and  long  before  the  period,  when  the 
divisions  and  subdivisions  of  separate  possessions  give  rise  to 
the  detiuls  of  a  curious  and  refined  husbandry.  The  specula- 
tions of  Lord  Bacon  embraced  all  the  objects  of  human  know- 
ledge. Those  of  Newton  and  Boyle  were  confined  to  physics ; 
but  included  an  astonishing  range  of  the  material  universe. 
The  labours  of  their  successors  in  our  own  times,  have  been 
employed  with  no  less  zeal  in  pursuing  those  more  particular, 
but  equally  abstruse  investigations,  in  which  they  were  unable 
to  engage,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  stock,  both  of  facts  and  of 
general  principles ;  and  which  did  not  perhaps  interest  their 
curiosity  in  any  considerable  degree. 

If  these  observations  are  allowed  to  hold  to  a  certain  extent 
with  respect  to  all  the  sciences,  they  apply  in  a  more  peculiar 
manner  to  the  subjects  treated  of  in  Dr.  Beid's  writings;— 
subjects  which  are  all  so  intimately  connected,  that  it  may  be 
doubted  if  it  be  possible  to  investigate  any  one  completely, 
without  some  general  acquaintance,  at  least,  with  the  rest. 
Even  the  theory  of  the  Understanding  may  receive  important 
lights  from  an  examination  of  the  Active  and  the  Moral  powers, 
the  state  of  which  in  the  mind  of  every  individual  will  be 
found  to  have  a  powerful  influence  on  his  intellectual  character; 
— ^while,  on  the  other  hand,  an  accurate  analysis  of  the  £eu;u1- 
ties  of  the  Understanding  would  probably  go  far  to  obviate  the 
sceptical  difficulties  which  have  been  started  concerning  the 
origin  of  our  Moral  ideas.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that 
whatever  be  the  department  of  mental  science  that  we  propose 
more  particulai'ly  to  cultivate,  it  is  necessary  to  begin  with  a 
survey  of  human  nature  in  oZZ  its  various  parts ;  studying  these 
parts,  however,  not  so  much  on  their  own  account,  as  with  a 
reference  to  the  applications  of  which  our  conclusions  are  sus- 
ceptible to  our  favourite  purpose.  The  researches  of  Dr.  Beid, 
when  considered  carefully  in  the  relation  which  they  bear  to  each 
other,  afford  numberless  illustrations  of  the  truth  of  this  remark. 
His  leading  design  was  evidently  to  overthrow  the  modem  system 
of  Scepticism ;  and  at  every  successive  step  of  his  progress,  new 
and  unexpected  lights  break  in  on  his  fundamental  principles. 
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It  is,  however,  chiefly  in  their  practical  application  to  the 
conduct  of  the  understanding,  and  the  cultore  of  the  heart,  that 
gach  partial  views  are  likely  to  be  dangeroas ;  for  here,  they 
tend  not  only  to  midead  our  theoretical  concludona,  but  to 
counteract  our  improvement  and  happinefl&  Of  this  I  am  so 
fully  convinced,  that  the  most  faulty  theories  of  human  nature, 
provided  ouly  they  embrace  the  whole  of  it,  appear  to  me  less 
mischievous  in  their  probable  effects,  than  those  more  accurate 
and  microscopical  researches  which  are  habitually  confined  to 
one  particular  comer  of  our  constitution.  It  is  easy  to  con- 
ceive, that  where  the  attention  is  wholly  engrossed  with  the  In- 
tellectual powers,  the  Moral  principles  will  be  in  danger  of 
running  to  waste ;  and  it  is  no  less  certain,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  by  confining  our  care  to  the  moral  constitution  alone,  we 
may  suffer  the  understanding  to  remain  under  the  influence  of 
unhappy  prejudices,  and  destitute  of  those  just  and  enlightened 
views,  without  which  the  worthiest  dispositions  are  of  little  use, 
either  to  ourselves  or  to  society.  An  exclusive  attention  to  any 
one  of  the  subordinate  parts  of  our  frame, — ^to  the  culture  of 
taste,  (for  example,)  or  of  the  argumentative  powers,  or  even 
to  the  refinement  of  our  moral  sentiments  and  feelings, — must 
be  attended  with  a  hazard  proportionally  greater. 

^^  In  forming  the  human  character,^  says  Bacon,  in  a  passage 
which  Lord  Boliugbroke  has  prouounced  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
and  deepest  in  his  writings,  ^  we  must  not  proceed,  as  a  statu- 
ary does  in  forming  a  statue,  who  works  sometimes  on  the  hce, 
sometimes  on  the  limbs,  sometimes  on  the  folds  of  the  drapery ; 
but  we  must  proceed  (and  it  is  in  our  power  to  proceed)  as 
nature  does  in  forming  a  flower,  or  any  other  of  her  produc- 
tions;— ^she  throws  out  altogether,  and  at  once,  the  whole 
system  of  being,  and  the  rudiments  of  all  the  parts.  Budi" 
menta  partinm  omnium  simidparit  et  productt."^ 

1  In  the  foregoing  paragrapb,  I  haye  passage  in  Baoon  is  De  Augm,  BaenL 

borrowed  (with  a  Tciy  trifixng  alteration)  Lib.  VJi.  cap.  iii. ;  see  also  Adv.  tf 

Lord  Bolingbroke*8  words,  in  a  beanti-  Lwm.  Book  II.  ThA-  CuUvre  of  <Ae 

M  paraphrase  on  Bacon*s  remark.— See  Mind,  §  19.— WorTu,  Vol.  YIII.  p.  427, 

his  Idea  cf  a  Patriot  JTtR^.— [The  and  Vol.  IL  p.  252,  Montaga*^  edition.] 
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Of  this  passage,  so  strongly  marked  with  Bacon's  capacious 
intellect,  and  so  richly  adorned  with  his  ^^  philosophical  fancy," 
I  will  not  weaken  the  impression  by  any  comment ;  and,  indeed, 
to  those  who  do  not  intuitively  perceive  its  evidence,  no  com- 
ment would  be  useful 

In  what  I  have  hitherto  said  of  Dr.  Beid's  speculations,  I 
have  confined  myself  to  such  general  views  of  the  scope  of  his 
researches,  and  of  his  mode  of  philosophizing,  as  seemed  most 
likely  to  facilitate  the  perusal  of  his  works  to  those  readers  who 
have  not  been  much  conversant  with  these  abstract  disquisitions. 
A  slight  review  of  some  of  the  more  important  and  fundamental 
objections  which  have  been  proposed  to  his  doctrines  may,  I  hope, 
be  useful  as  a  farther  preparation  for  the  same  course  of  study. 

Of  these  objections,  the  four  following  appear  to  me  to  be 
chiefly  entitled  to  attention. 

1.  That  he  has  assumed  gratuitously,  in  all  his  reasonings, 
that  theory  concerning  the  human  soul,  which  the  scheme  of 
Materialism  calls  in  question. 

2.  That  his  views  tend  to  damp  the  ardour  of  philosophical 
curiosity,  by  stating  as  ultimate  facts,  phenomena  which  may 
be  resolved  into  principles  more  simple  and  general 

3.  That  by  an  unnecessary  multiplication  of  original  or  in- 
stinctive principles,  he  has  brought  the  science  of  mind  into  a 
state  more  perplexed  and  unsatisfactory,  than  that  in  which  it 
was  left  by  Locke  and  his  successors. 

4.  That  his  philosophy,  by  sanctioning  an  appeal  from  the 
decisions  of  the  learned  to  the  voice  of  the  multitude,  is  un- 
favourable to  a  spirit  of  free  inquiry,  and  lends  additional 
stability  to  popular  errors. 

1.  With  respect  to  Dr.  Beid's  supposed  assumption  of  a 
doubtful  hypothesis  concerning  the  nature  of  the  thinking  and 
sentient  principle,  it  is  almost  sufficient  for  me  to  observe, 
that  the  charge  is  directed  against  that  very  point  of  his  philo- 
sophy in  which  it  is  most  completely  invulnerable.  The  cir- 
cumstance which  peculiarly  characterizes  the  inductive  science 
of  mind  is,  that  it  professes  to  abstain  from  all  speculations 
concerning  its  nature  and  essence,  confining  the  attention 
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eniirelj  i/^  pli/enomena^  for  which  we  have  the  evidence  of  oon- 
sciousDess^  and  to  the  laws  by  which  these  phenomena  are 
legnlated.  In  this  reqpect,  it  differs  equally,  in  its  scx^ie, 
from  the  pneumatoli^ical  discussions  of  the  sdiools,  and  from 
the  no  less  visionary  theories,  so  loudly  yaunted  by  the  physio- 
logical metaphysicians  of  moie  modem  times.  Compared  with 
the  first^  it  differs,  as  the  inquiries  of  the  meckanicci  philoso- 
phers concerning  the  laws  of  moving  bodies,  differ  from  the 
discussions  of  the  ancient  sophists  concerning  the  existence  and 
the  nature  of  motion.  Compared  with  the  other,  the  difference 
is  analogous  to  what  exists  between  the  conclusions  of  Newton 
concerning  the  law  of  gravitation,  and  his  query  concerning 
the  invisible,  either  of  which  he  supposed  it  might  possibly  be 
the  effect  The  fieu^  which  this  inductive  sdence  aims  at 
ascertaining,  rest  on  their  own  proper  evidence, — an  evidence 
unconnected  with  all  these  hj^theses,  and  which  would  not, 
in  the  smallest  degree,  be  affected,  although  the  truth  of  any 
one  of  them  should  be  f  uUy  established.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
on  account  of  its  inconsistency  with  any  favourite  opinions  of 
my  own,  that  I  would  oppose  the  disquisitions  either  of  scholastic 
pneumatology,  or  of  physiological  metaphysics ;  but  because  I 
consider  them  as  an  idle  waste  of  time  and  genius  on  questions 
where  our  conclusions  can  neither  be  verified  nor  overturned 
by  an  appeal  to  experiment  or  observation.  Sir  Isaac  Newton's 
query  concerning  the  cause  of  gravitation  was  certainly  not 
inconaistent  with  his  own  discoveries  concerning  its  laws  ;  but 
what  would  have  been  the  consequences  to  the  world,  if  he  had 
indulged  himself  in  the  prosecution  of  hypothetical  theories 
with  respect  to  the  former,  instead  of  directing,  his  astonishing 
powers  to  an  investigation  of  the  latter  ? 

That  the  general  spirit  of  Dr.  Beid's  philosophy  is  hostile  to 
the  conclusions  of  the  Matericdist,  Ib  indeed  a  fact  Not,  how- 
ever, because  his  system  rests  on  the  contrary  hypothesis  as  a 
fundamental  principle,  but  because  his  inquiries  have  a  power- 
fid  tendency  to  wean  the  understanding  gradually  from  those 
obstinate  associations  and  prejudices,  to  which  the  common 
mechanical  theories  of  mind  owe  all  their  plausibility.    It  is,  in 
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truth,  much  more  from  such  examples  of  sound  research  con- 
cerning the  laws  of  thought,  than  from  any  direct  metaphysical 
refutation,  that  a  change  is  to  he  expected  in  the  opinions  of 
those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  confound  together  two  classes 
of  phenomena,  so  completely  and  essentially  different  But  this 
view  of  the  subject  does  not  belong  to  the  present  argument 

It  has  been  recommended  of  late,  by  a  Medical  author  of 
great  reputation,  to  those  who  wish  to  study  the  human  mind, 
to  begin  with  preparing  themselves  for  the  task  by  the  study  of 
anatomy.  I  must  confess,  I  cannot  perceive  the  advantages  of 
this  order  of  investigation,  as  the  anatomy  of  the  body  does  not 
seem  to  me  more  likely  to  throw  light  on  the  philosophy  of  the 
mind,  than  an  analysis  of  the  mind  to  throw  light  on  the 
physiology  of  the  body.  To  ascertain,  indeed,  the  general  laws 
of  their  connexion,  from  facts  established  by  observation  or 
experiment,  is  a  reasonable  and  most  interesting  object  of 
philosophical  curiosity ;  and  in  this  inquiry,  (which  was  long 
ago  proposed  and  recommended  by  Lord  Bacon,)  a  knowledge 
of  the  constitution  both  of  mind  and  body  is  indispensably 
requisite  ;  but  even  here,  if  we  wish  to  proceed  on  firm  ground, 
the  two  classes  of  facts  must  be  kept  completely  distinct,  so 
that  neither  of  them  may  be  warped  or  distorted,  in  consequence 
of  theories  suggested  by  their  supposed  relations  or  analogies.^ 
Thus,  in  many  of  the  phenomena  connected  with  custom  and 
habit,  there  is  ample  scope  for  investigating  general  laws,  both 
with  respect  to  our  mental  and  our  corporeal  frame ;  but  what 
light  do  we  derive  from  such  information  concerning  this  part 
of  our  constitution,  as  is  contained  in  the  following  sentence  of 
Locke  ?  ^^  Habits  seem  to  be  but  trains  of  motion  in  the  animal 
spirits,  which,  once  set  a-going,  continue  in  the  same  steps  they 
had  been  used  to,  which,  by  often  treading,  are  worn  into  a 
smooth  path/'*  In  like  manner,  the  laws  which  regulate  the 
connexion  between  the  mind  and  our  external  organs,  in  the 
case  of  Perception,  have  furnished  a  very  fertile  subject  of 

^  Elements  of  the  Philosophy  of  the         *  [Essety,  &c.,  Book  II.  cbap.  xzziii. 
Buman  Mind,  pp.  1 1, 12, 2d  edit— [In-      f  6.] 
trod.  suprOf  Works,  Vol.  II.  pp.  62,  53.] 
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examination  to  some  of  the  best  of  our  modem  philosophers ; 
but  how  impotent  does  the  genius  of  Newton  itself  appear, 
when  it  attempts  to  shoot  the  gulf  which  separates  the  senoble 
world,  and  the  sentient  principle  ?  '^  Is  not  the  Sensorium  of 
animals,"  he  asks  in  one  of  his  Queries,  '^  the  place  where  the 
sentient  substance  is  present,  and  to  which  the  sensible  Species 
of  things  are  brought  through  the  nerves  and  brain,  that  thejr 
may  be  perceived  b^  the  mind  present  in  that  place  ?" 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  also,  that  this  inquiry,  with 
respect  to  the  laws  regulating  the  connexion  between  our  bodily 
organization,  and  the  phenomena  subjected  to  our  own  con- 
sciousness, is  but  one  particular  department  of  the  philosophy 
of  the  mind,  and  that  there  stiU  remains  a  wide  and,  indeed, 
boundless  region,  where  all  our  data  must  be  obtained  from 
our  own  mental  operations.  In  examining,  for  instance,  the 
powers  of  judgment  and  reasoning,  let  any  person  of  sound 
understanding,  after  perusing  the  observations  of  Bacon  on  the 
different  classes  of  our  prejudices,  or  those  of  Locke  on  the 
abuse  of  words,  turn  his  attention  to  the  speculations  of  some 
of  our  contemporary  theorists,  and  he  will  at  once  perceive  the 
distinction  between  the  two  modes  of  investigation  which  I  wish 
at  present  to  contrast.  ^^  Reasoning,"  says  one  of  the  most 
ingenious  and  original  of  these,  ^^  is  that  operation  of  the 
aensoriumy  by  which  we  excite  two  or  many  tribes  of  ideas,  and 
then  re-excite  the  ideas  in  which  they  differ  or  correspond.  If 
we  determine  this  difference,  it  is  called  Judgment ;  if  we  in 
vain  endeavour  to  determine  it,  it  is  called  Doubting.  If  we 
re-exdte  the  ideas  in  which  they  differ,  it  is  called  Distinguish- 
ing ;  if  we  re-excite  those  in  which  they  correspond,  it  is  caUed 
Comparing."^  In  what  acceptation  the  word  idea  is  to  be 
understood  in  the  foregoing  passage,  may  be  learned  from  the 
following  definition  of  the  same  author: — "The  word  idea 
has  various  meanings  in  the  writers  of  metaphysic.  It  is  here 
used  simply  for  those  notions  of  external  things  which  our 
organs  of  sense  bring  us  acquainted  with  originally;  and  is 
defined,  a  contraction,  or  motion,  or  configuration  of  the  fibres, 

'  [Darwin's]  ^bonomui,  vol  i.  p.  181,  3d  edit 
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which  confititute  the  immediate  organ  of  sense."'  ^  Mr.  Hume, 
who  was  less  of  a  physiologist  than  Dr.  Darwin,  has  made  use 
of  a  language  by  no  means  so  theoretical  and  arbitrary,  but 
still  widely  removed  from  the  simplicity  and  precision  essen- 
tially necessary  in  studies,  where  everything  depends  on  the 
cautious  use  of  terms.  ^^  Belief^  according  to  him,  is  '^  a  lively 
idea  related  to  or  associated  with  a  present  impression.'''*'  ^'  Me- 
mory is  the  faculty  by  which  we  repeat  our  impressions,  so  as 
that  they  retain  a  considerable  degree  of  their  first  vivacity,  and 
are  somewhat  intermediate  betwixt  an  idea  and  an  impression"  f 
According  to  the  views  of  Dr.  Beid,  the  terms  which  express 
the  simple  powers  of  the  mind,  are  considered  as  unsusceptible 
of  definition  or  explanation  ;  the  words  Feeling,  for  example, 
Knowledge,  Will,  Doubt,  Belief,  being,  in  this  respect,  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  words  Green  or  Scarlet,  Sweet  or  Bitter. 
To  the  names  of  these  mental  operations,  all  men  annex  some 
notions  more  or  less  distinct ;  and  the  only  way  of  conveying 
to  them  notions  more  correct,  is  by  teaching  them  to  exercise 
their  own  powers  of  reflection.  The  definitions  quoted  from 
Hume  and  Darwin,  even  if  they  were  more  unexceptionable  in 
point  of  phraseology,  would,  for  these  reasons,  be  imphilosophical, 
as  attempts  to  simplify  what  is  incapable  of  analysis ;  but  as 
they  are  actually  stated,  they  not  only  envelop  truth  in  mys- 
tery, but  lay  a  foundation,  at  the  very  outset,  for  an  erroneous 
theory.  It  is  worth  while  to  add,  that  of  the  two  theories  in 
question,  that  of  Darwin,  how  inferior  soever,  in  the  estimation 
of  competent  judges,  as  a  philosophical  work,  is  by  far  the  best 
calculated  to  impose  on  a  very  wide  circle  of  readers,  by  the 
mixture  it  exhibits  of  crude  and  visionary  metaphysics,  with 
those  important  facts  and  conclusions  which  might  be  expected 
from  the  talents  and  experience  of  such  a  writer,  in  the  present 
advanced  state  of  medical  and  physiological  science.  The 
questions  which  have  been  hitherto  confined  to  a  few,  pre- 
pared for  such  discussions  by  habits  of  philosophical  study,  are 

» Ibid.  Vol.  i.  pp.  11,  12.  f  [Ibid.  Part  I.  sect.  iii.  Vol.  I.  p. 

*  [Treatise  on  Human  Naturei  Part      23,  »eq.] 
m.  sect.vii.  Vol.  I.  p.  172,  orig.  edit.] 
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thus  Babmitted  to  the  consideration,  not  only  of  the  cuItiTated 
and  enlightened  minds  which  adorn  the  medical  profession,  but 
of  the  half-informed  multitude  who  follow  the  medical  trade ; 
nor  is  it  to  be  doabted,  that  many  of  these  will  give  the  author 
credit,  upon  subjects  of  which  they  feel  themselves  incompetent 
to  judge,  for  the  same  ability  which  he  displays  within  their 
own  professional  sphere.  The  hypothetical  principles  assumed 
by  Hume  are  intelligible  to  those  only  who  are  familiarized  to 
the  language  of  the  schools ;  and  his  ingenuity  and  elegance, 
captivating  as  they  are  to  men  of  taste  and  refinement,  possess 
slight  attractions  to  the  majority  of  such  as  are  most  likely  to 
be  misled  by  his  conclusions. 

After  all,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  physiological  theories 
concerning  the  mind,  which  have  made  so  much  noise  of  late, 
will  produce  a  very  lasting  impression.  The  splendour  of  Dr. 
Darwin's  accomplishments  could  not  fail  to  bestow  a  temporaiy 
importance  on  whatever  opinions  were  sanctioned  by  his  name, 
as  the  chemical  discoveries  which  have  immortalized  that  of 
Priestley,  have,  for  a  while,  recalled  from  oblivion  the  reveries 
of  Hartley.  But,  abstracting  from  these  accidental  instances, 
in  which  human  reason  seems  to  have  held  a  retrograde  course, 
there  has  certainly  been,  since  the  time  of  Descartes,  a  con- 
tinual, and,  on  the  whole,  a  very  remarkable  approach  to  the 
inductive  plan  of  studying  human  nature.  We  may  trace  this 
in  the  writings  even  of  those  who  profess  to  consider  thought 
merely  as  an  agitation  of  ilte  brain  ;*  in  the  writings  more  par- 
ticulmrly  of  Hume  and  of  Helvetius,  both  of  whom,  although  they 
may  have  occasionally  expressed  themselves  in  an  unguarded 
manner,  concerning  the  nature  of  mind,  have,  in  their  most 
useful  and  practical  disquisitions,  been  prevented,  by  their  own 
good  sense,  from  blending  any  theory  with  respect  to  the  causes 
of  the  intellectual  phenomena,  with  the  history  of  £Eu;ts,  or  the 
investigation  of  general  laws.  The  authors  who  form  the 
most  conspicuous  exceptions  to  this  gradual  progress,  consist 
chiefly  of  men  whose  errors  may  be  easily  accounted  for  by  the 
prejudices  connected  with  their  circumscribed  habits  of  obser- 

♦  [Humeri  wordaj 
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vation  and  inquiry, — of  physiologists,  accustomed  to  attend  to 
that  part  alone  of  the  human  frame  which  the  knife  of  the 
anatomist  can  lay  open ;  or  of  chemists,  who  enter  on  the 
analysis  of  Thought,  fresh  from  the  decompositions  of  the 
laboratory,  carrying  into  the  theory  of  Mind  itself  (what 
Bacon  expressively  calls)  ^^  the  smoke  and  tarnish  of  the  f ar- 
nace."  Of  the  value  of  such  pursuits,  none  can  think  more 
highly  than  myself ;  but  I  must  be  allowed  to  observe,  that 
the  most  distinguished  pre-eminence  in  them  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  a  capacity  of  collected  and  abstracted  reflection,  or 
an  understanding  superior  to  the  prejudices  of  early  association, 
and  the  illusions  of  popular  language.  I  will  not  go  so  far  as 
Cicero,  when  he  ascribes  to  those  who  possess  these  advantages 
a  more  than  ordinary  vigour  of  intellect :  ^^  Magni  est  ingenii 
revocare  menkm  a  sensibus,  et  cogitationem  a  consuetudine 
dbducerer*  I  would  only  claim  for  them  the  merit  of  patient 
and  cautious  research,  and  would  exact  from  their  antagonists 
the  same  qualifications.^ 

In  o£fering  these  remarks,  I  have  no  wish  to  exalt  any  one 
branch  of  useful  knowledge  at  the  expense  of  another,  but  to 
combat  prejudices  equally  fatal  to  the  progress  of  them  alL 
With  the  same  view,  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  a  prevail- 
ing, but  very  mistaken  idea,  that  the  formation  of  a  hypothe- 
tical system  is  a  stronger  proof  of  inventive  genius,  than  the 
patient  investigation  of  nature  in  the  way  of  induction.  To 
form  a  system,  appears  to  the  young  and  inexperienced  under- 
standing a  species  of  creation ;  to  ascend  slowly  to  general 
conclusions,  from  the  observation  and  comparison  of  particular 
facts,  is  to  conmient  servilely  on  the  works  of  another. 

No  opinion,  surely,  can  be  more  groundless.  To  fix  on  a 
few  principles,  or  even  on  a  single  principle,  as  the  foundation 
of  a  theory,  and  by  an  artful  statement  of  supposed  facts, 
aided  by  a  dexterous  use  of  language,  to  give  a  plausible  ex- 
planation, by  means  of  it,  of  an  immense  number  of  pheno- 
mena, is  within  the  reach  of  most  men  T^ose  talents  have 
been  a  little  exercised  among  the  subtilties  of  the  schools. 

*  [TuM.  Digp,  lib.  I.  cap.  xri.]  >  See  Note  D. 
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Whereas,  to  follow  nataie  throagh  all  her  varieties  with  a 
quick  yet  an  exact  eye — ^to  record  £uthf  ully  what  she  exhibits, 
and  to  record  nothing  more — to  trace,  amidst  the  diversity  of 
her  operations,  the  simple  and  comprehensive  laws  by  which 
they  are  regulated,  and  sometimes  to  guess  at  the  beneficent 
purposes  to  which  they  are  subservient, — ^may  be  safely  pro- 
nouDced  to  be  the  highest  effort  of  a  created  intelligence. 
And,  accordingly,  the  number  of  ingenious  theorists  has,  in 
every  age,  been  great;  that  of  sound  philosophers  has  been 
wonderfully  small,  or  rather  they  are  only  beginning  now  to 
have  a  glimpse  of  their  way,  in  consequence  of  the  combined 
lights  furnished  by  their  predecessors. 

Descartes  aimed  at  a  complete  system  of  physics,  deduced  a 
priori  from  the  abstract  suggestions  of  his  own  reason ;  New- 
ton aspired  no  higher  than  at  a  faithful  ^^interpretation  of 
Nature,''  in  a  few  of  the  more  general  laws  which  she  presents 
to  our  notice :  and  yet  the  intellectual  power  displayed  in  the 
voluminous  writings  of  the  former,  vanishes  into  nothing  when 
compared  with  what  we  may  trace  in  a  single  page  of  the  latter. 
On  this  occasion  a  remark  of  Lord  Bacon  appears  singularly  appo- 
site, that  ^^  Alexander  and  Csssar,  though  they  acted  without  the 
aid  of  magic  or  prodigy,  performed  exploits  that  are  truly  greater 
than  what  fable  reports  of  King  Arthur  or  Amadis  de  GauL''* 

I  shall  only  add  fiEuiiher  on  this  head,  that  the  last  observa- 
tion holds  more  strictly  with  respect  to  the  philosophy  of  the 
human  mind  than  any  other  branch  of  science ;  for  there  is  no 
subject  whatever,  on  which  it  is  so  easy  to  form  theories  calcu- 
lated to  impose  on  the  multitude,  and  none  where  the  discovery 
of  truth  is  attended  with  so  many  difficulties.  One  great  cause 
of  this  is,  the  analogical  or  theoretical  terms  employed  in 
ordinary  language  to  express  everything  relating  either  to  our 
intellectual  or  active  powers ;  in  consequence  of  which,  specious 
explanations  of  the  most  mysterious  phenomena  may  be  given 
to  superficial  inquirers ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  labour  of 
just  investigation  is  increased  to  an  incalculable  degree. 

♦  [Interpretation  of  Nature^  chap.      — WorJut  Vol.  I.  p.  283,  and  Vol.  II. 
X. ;  Advancement  of  Learning^  Book  II.      p.  146|  Montagues  edition.] 
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2.  To  allege,  that  in  this  circamscription  of  the  field  of  our 
inquiries  concerning  the  mind,  there  is  any  tendency  to  repress 
a  reasonable  and  philosophical  curiosity,  is  a  charge  no  less 
unfounded  than  the  former;  inasmuch  as  every  physical  in- 
quiry concerning  the  material  world  is  circumscribed  by  limits 
precisely  analogous.  In  all  our  investigations,  whatever  their 
subject  may  be,  the  business  of  philosophy  is*  confined  to  a  re- 
ference of  particular  fiu^ts  to  other  facts  more  general ;  and  our 
most  successful  researches  must  at  length  terminate  in  some 
law  of  nature,  of  which  no  explanation  can  be  given  In  its 
application  to  Dr.  Beid's  writings,  this  objection  has^  I  think, 
been  more  pointedly  directed  against  his  reasonings  concerning 
the  process  of  nature  in  Perception ;  a  part  of  his  writings 
which  (as  it  is  of  fundamental  importance  in  his  general  system) 
he  has  laboured  with  peculiar  care.  The  result  is,  indeed,  by  no 
means  fiattering  to  the  pride  of  those  theorists  who  profess  to 
explain  everything ;  for  it  amounts  to  an  acknowledgment, 
that  after  all  the  lights  which  anatomy  and  physiology  supply, 
the  information  we  obtain  by  means  of  our  senses,  concerning 
the  existence  and  the  qualities  of  matter,  is  no  less  incompre- 
hensible to  our  fEiculties,  than  it  appears  to  the  most  illiterate 
peasant ;  and  that  all  we  have  gained  is  a  more  precise  and 
complete  acquaintance  with  some  particulars  in  our  animal 
economy, — ^highly  interesting  indeed  when  regarded  in  their 
proper  light,  as  accessions  to  our  physical  knowledge,  but,  con- 
sidered in  connexion  with  the  philosophy  of  the  mind,  afford- 
ing only  a  more  accurate  statement  of  the  astonishing  pheno- 
mena which  we  would  vainly  endeavour  to  explain.  This 
language  has  been  charged,  but  most  unjustly  and  ignorantly, 
with  mysticism;  for  the  same  charge  may  be  brought,  with 
equal  fairness,  against  all  the  most  important  discoveries 
in  the  sciences.  It  was  in  truth  the  very  objection  urged 
against  Newton,  when  his  adversaries  contended,  that  gra- 
vity was  to  be  ranked  with  the  occuU  qualities  of  the  school- 
men, till  its  mechanical  cause  should  be  assigned ;  and  the 
answer  given  to  this  objection  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  com- 
mentator, Mr.  Maclaurin,  may  be  literally  applied,  in  the 

VOL.  X.  T 
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instance  before  nfi,  to  the  indnctiTe  philosophy  of  the  human 
mind. 

^  The  opponents  of  Newton,  finding  nothing  to  object  to  his 
observations  and  reasonings,  pretended  to  find  a  resemblance 
between  his  doctrines  and  the  exploded  tenets  of  the  scholastic 
philosophy.  They  trinmphed  migfitily  in  treating  gravity  as 
an  occult  quality,  because  he  did  not  pretend  to  deduce  thiJB 
principle  fully  from  its  cause.  ...  I  know  not  that  ever  it 
was  made  an  objection  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  that 
there  is  no  small  difficulty  in  accounting  for  it  mechanically. 
They,  too,  who  first  extended  gravity  to  air,  vapour,  and  to  all 
bodies  round  the  earth,  had  their  praise ;  though  the  cause  of 
gravity  was  as  obscure  as  before,  or  rcdher  appeared  more 
mysterious^  after  they  had  shewn,  that  there  was  no  body  found 
near  the  earth,  exempt  from  gravity,  that  might  be  supposed  to 
be  its  cause.  Why,  then,  were  his  admirable  discoveries,  by 
which  this  principle  was  extended  over  the  universe,  so  ill 
relished  by  some  philosophers  P  The  truth  is,  he  had,  with 
great  evidence,  overthrown  the  boasted  schemes  by  which  they 
pretended  to  unravel  all  the  mysteries  of  nature ;  and  the 
philosophy  he  introduced,  in  place  of  them,  carrying  with  it  a 
sincere  confession  of  our  being  fietr  from  a  complete  and  perfect 
knowledge  of  it,  could  not  please  those  who  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  imagine  themselves  possessed  of  the  eternal  reasons 
and  primary  causes  of  all  things. 

^  It  was,  however,  no  new  thing  that  this  philosophy 
should  meet  with  opposition.  All  the  useful  discoveries  that 
were  made  in  former  times,  and  particularly  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  had  to  struggle  with  the  prejudices  of  those  who 
had  accustomed  themselves  not  so  much  as  to  think,  but  in 
a  certain  systematic  way;  who  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  abandon  their  favourite  schemes,  while  they  were  able  to 
imagine  the  least  pretext  for  continuing  the  dispute.  Every 
art  and  talent  was  displayed  to  support  their  fiEkUing  cause; 
no  aid  seemed  foreign  to  them  that  could  in  any  manner 
annoy  their  adversary ;  and  such  often  was  their  obstinacy, 
that  truth  was  able  to  make  little  progress,  till  they  were 
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succeeded  by  younger  pertions  who  had  not  so  strongly  im- 
bibed their  prejudices.** 

These  excellent  observations  are  not  the  less  applicable  to 
the  subject  now  under  consideration,  that  the  part  of  Dr.  Beid  s 
writings  which  suggested  the  quotation,  leads  only  to  the  cor- 
rection of  an  inveterate  prejudice,  not  to  any  new  general  con- 
clusion. It  is  probable,  indeed,  (now  that  the  ideal  theory  has 
in  a  great  measure  disappeared  from  our  late  metaphysical 
systems,)  that  those  who  have  a  pleasure  in  detracting  from  the 
merits  of  their  predecessors,  may  be  disposed  to  represent  it  as 
an  idle  waste  of  labour  and  ingenuity,  to  have  entered  into  a 
serious  refutation  of  a  hypothesis  at  once  gratuitous  and  in- 
conceivable. A  different  judgment,  however,  will  be  formed  by 
such  as  are  acquainted  with  the  extensive  influence  which,  from 
the  earliest  accounts  of  science,  this  single  prejudice  has  had  in 
vitiating  almost  every  branch  of  the  philosophy  of  the  mind ; 
and  who,  at  the  same  time,  recollect  the  names  of  the  illustrious 
men  by  whom,  in  more  modem  times,  it  has  been  adopted  as 
an  incontrovertible  principle.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  mention 
those  of  Berkeley,  Hume,  Locke,  Clarke,  and  Newton.  To  the 
two  first  of  these,  it  has  served  as  the  basis  of  their  sceptical 
conclusions,  which  seem  indeed  to  follow  from  it  as  necessary  con- 
sequences; while  the  others  repeatedly  refer  to  it  in  their  reason- 
ings, as  one  of  those  facts  concerning  the  mind,  of  which  it  would 
be  equally  superfluous  to  attempt  a  proof  or  a  refutation. 

I  have  enlarged  on  this  part  of  Dr.  Beid's  writings  the  more 
fiilly,  as  he  was  himself  disposed,  on  all  occasions,  to  rest  upon 
it  his  chief  merit  as  an  author.  In  proof  of  this,  I  shall 
transcribe  a  few  sentences  from  a  letter  of  his  to  Dr.  [James] 
Gregory,  dated  20th  August  1790. 

"  It  would  be  want  of  candour  not  to  own,  that  I  think  there 
is  some  merit  in  what  you  are  pleased  to  call  my  Philosophy  ; 
but  I  think  it  lies  chiefly  in  having  called  in  question  the 
common  theory  of  Jdiccw  or  Images  of  things  in  the  mind  being 
the  only  objects  of  thought ; — a  theory  founded  on  natural 
prejudices,  and  so  universally  received  as  to  be  interwoven 

*  [Account  of  Newton'i  Discoveriei.} 
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with  the  structure  of  language.  Yet  were  I  to  give  you  a 
detail  of  what  led  me  to  call  in  question  this  theory,  after  I 
had  long  held  it  as  self-evident  and  unquestionable,  you  would 
think,  as  I  do,  that  there  was  much  of  chance  in  the  matter. 
The  discovery  was  the  birth  of  time,  not  of  genius;  and 
Berkeley  and  Hume  did  more  to  bring  it  to  light  than  the 
man  that  hit  upon  it  I  think  there  is  hardly  anything  that 
can  be  called  mine  in  the  philosophy  of  the  mind,  which  does 
not  follow  with  ease  from  the  detection  of  this  prejudice. 

^  I  must,  therefore,  beg  of  you  most  earnestly  to  make  no 
contrast  in  my  favour  to  the  disparagement  of  my  predecessors 
in  the  same  pursuit  I  can  truly  say  of  them,  and  shall  always 
avow,  what  you  are  pleased  to  say  of  me,  that  but  for  the 
asostance  I  have  received  from  their  writings,  I  never  could 
have  wrote  or  thought  what  I  have  done." 

3.  Somewhat  connected  with  the  last  objection,  are  the 
censures  which  have  been  so  fr^uently  bestowed  on  Dr.  Beid, 
for  an  unnecessary  and  unsystematical  multiplication  of  original 
or  instinctive  principles. 

In  reply  to  these  censures,  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  I  have 
remarked  on  the  same  topic,  in  the  PkHoaophy  of  the  Human 
Mind.*  That  the  fiEtult  which  is  thus  ascribed  to  Dr.  Beid  has 
been  really  committed  by  some  ingenious  writers  in  this  part 
of  the  island,  I  most  readily  allow ;  nor  will  I  take  upon  me 
to  assert,  that  he  has,  in  no  instance,  fallen  into  it  himself. 
Such  instances,  however,  will  be  found,  on  an  accurate  exami- 
nation of  his  works,  to  be  comparatively  few,  and  to  bear  a 
very  trifling  proportion  to  those,  in  which  he  has  most  success- 
frilly  and  decisively  displayed  his  acuteness,  in  exposing  the 
premature  and  flimsy  generalizations  of  his  predecessors. 

A  certain  degree  of  leaning  to  that  extreme  to  which  Dr. 
Beid  seems  to  have  inclined,  was,  at  the  time  when  he  wrote, 
much  safer  than  the  opposite  bias.  From  the  earliest  ages, 
the  sciences  in  general,  and  more  particularly  the  science  of 
the  human  mind,  have  been  vitiated  by  an  undue  love  of  sim- 
plicity ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  last  century,  this  disposition, 

•  [Elements,  Vol.  L  Chap.  i.  sect  3 ;  WorkSf  Vol.  11.  p.  108,  ieq,] 


OF  THOMAS  BSWy  D.D.  293 

after  haviog  been  long  displayed  in  subtile  tbeories  concerning 
the  Active  Powers,  or  the  Principles  of  Human  Conduct,  has 
been  directed  to  similar  refinements  with  respect  to  the  Facul- 
ties of  the  Understanding,  and  the  Truths  with  which  they  are 
conversant  Mr.  Hume  himself  has  coincided  so  far  with  the 
Hartleian  school,  as  to  represent  the  '^  principle  of  union  and 
cohesion  among  our  simple  ideas  as  a  kind  of  oMractioriy  of  as 
universal  application  in  the  Mental  world  as  in  the  Natural  f^ 
and  Dr.  Hartley,  with  a  still  more  sanguine  imagination,  looked 
forward  to  an  era,  '^  when  future  generations  shall  put  all  kinds 
of  evidences  and  inquiries  into  mathematical  forms ;  reducing 
Aristotle's  ten  categories,  and  Bishop  Wilkin's  forty  summa  gen- 
erttj  to  the  head  of  quantity  alone,  so  as  to  make  mathematics 
and  logic,  natural  history  and  civil  history,  natural  philosophy 
and  philosophy  of  all  other  kinds,  coincide  omni  exparte."^ 

It  is  needless  to  remark  the  obvious  tendency  of  such  pre- 
mature generalizations  to  withdraw  the  attention  from  the 
study  of  particular  phenomena ;  while  the  effect  of  Beid's  mode 
of  philosophizing,  even  in  those  instances  where  it  is  carried  to 
an  excess,  is  to  detain  us,  in  this  preliminary  step,  a  little 
longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  The  truth  is,  that  when  the 
phenomena  are  once  ascertained,  generalization  is  here  of  com- 
paratively little  value,  and  a  task  of  far  less  difficulty  than  to 
observe  facts  with  precision,  and  to  record  them  with  fairness. 

In  no  part  of  Dr.  Beid's  writings,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
could  more  plausible  criticisms  be  made  on  this  ground,  than 
in  his  classification  of  our  Active  Principles ;  but  even  there, 
the  facts  are  always  placed  fully  and  distinctly  before  the 
reader.  That  several  of  the  benevolent  affections  which  he  has 
stated  as  ultimate  facts  in  our  constitution,  might  be  analyzed 
into  the  same  general  principle  differently  modified,  according 
to  circumstances,  there  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  little  doubt.  This, 
however,  (as  I  have  elsewhere  observed,^)  notwithstanding  the 

1  Treatise  of  Human  Nature,  Vol.  1.  *  OulUnea  of  Moral  FhSionphy,  pp. 

p.  80,  [orig.  ed.]  79,  SO.    Second  edition.    Edinburgh, 

•  Hartley,  On  Man,  p.  207,  4to  edi-  1801.— [%>ra,  Works,  Vol.  VI.  pp. 

tion.    London,  1791.  12, 18.] 
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strera  which  has  been  sometiines  laid  upon  it,  is  chiefly  a  ques- 
tion of  arrangement  Whether  we  suppose  these  affections  to 
be  all  ultimate  fsci^  or  some  of  them  to  be  resolvable  into 
other  £eu^  more  general,  they  are  equally  to  be  r^arded  as 
constituent  parts  of  human  nature ;  and,  upon  either  supposi- 
tion, we  have  equal  reason  to  admire  the  wisdom  with  which 
that  nature  is  adapted  to  the  situation  in  which  it  is  placed. 
The  laws  which  regulate  the  acquired  perceptions  of  Sight,  are 
surely  as  much  a  part  of  our  frame,  as  those  which  regolate 
any  of  our  original  perceptions ;  and,  although  they  require, 
for  their  development,  a  certain  degree  of  experience  and  obser- 
vation in  the  individual,  the  uniformity  of  the  result  shows, 
that  there  is  nothing  arbitrary  nor  accidental  in  their  origin. 
In  this  point  of  view,  what  can  be  more  philosophical,  as  well 
as  beautiful,  than  the  words  of  Mr.  Ferguson,  that  '^  natural 
affection  springs  up  in  the  soul  of  the  mother,  as  the  milk 
springs  in  her  breast,  to  furmsh  nourishment  to  her  child !" — 
'^  The  effect  is  here  to  the  race,"  as  the  same  author  has  excel- 
lently observed,  '^  what  the  vital  motion  of  the  heart  is  to  the 
individual  too  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  nature's  works, 
to  be  in^  toZFecarioos U  or  mtention  of  thoee  mort 
nearly  concerned."^ 

The  question,  indeed,  concerning  the  origin  of  our  different 
affections,  leads  to  some  curious  analytical  disquisitions,  but  is 
of  very  subordinate  importance  to  those  inquiries  which  relate 
to  their  laws,  and  uses,  and  mutual  references.  In  many 
ethical  systems,  however,  it  seems  to  have  been  considered  as 
the  most  interesting  subject  of  disquisition  which  this  wonder- 
ful part  of  our  firame  presents. 

In  Dr.  Beid's  Essays  on  the  InteUeciual  Potoers  o/Manj  and 
in  his  Inquiry  into  tiie  Human  Mindy  I  recollect  little  that  can 
justly  incur  a  similar  censure,  notwithstanding  the  ridicule 
which  Dr.  Priestley  has  attempted  to  throw  on  the  last  of  these 

'  JMndpies  of  Moral  and  BoiddcoH  The  wbole  disciuBioii  imiteB,  in  a  smga- 
Science^  Part  I.  chap.  i.  sect.  3^  Of  the  lar  degree,  the  soimdest  philoeophy  with 
principles  of  society  in  human  nature,      the  most  eloqaent  descriptioD. 
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perfoimanoes,  in  his  Table  ofBeids  Instinctive  PrincipUa} 
To  examine  all  the  articles  enumerated  in  that  table,  would 
require  a  greater  latitude  of  disquisition  than  the  limits  of  this 
Memoir  allow,*  and  therefore  I  shall  confine  my  observations  to 
a  few  instances,  where  the  precipitancy  of  the  general  criticism 
seems  to  me  to  admit  of  little  dispute.  In  this  light  I  cannot 
help  considering  it,  when  applied  to  those  dispositions  or  deter- 
minations of  the  mind,  to  which  Dr.  Beid  has  given  the  names 
of  the  Principle  o/Oredidity,  and  the  Principle  of  Veracity. 
How  feur  these  titles  are  happily  chosen,  is  a  question  of  little 
moment,  and  on  that  point  I  am  ready  to  make  every  conces- 
sion. I  contend  only  for  what  is  essentially  connected  with  the 
objection  which  has  given  rise  to  these  remarks. 

'^  That  any  man,"  says  Dr.  Priestley,  ^^  should  imagine  that  a 
peculiar  instinctive  principle  was  necessary  to  explain  our  giving 
credit  to  the  relations  of  others,  appears  to  me,  who  have  been 
used  to  see  things  in  a  different  light,  very  extraordinary,  and 
yet  this  doctrine  is  advanced  by  Dr.  Seid,  and  adopted  by  Dr. 
Beattie.  But  really,"  he  adds,  '^  what  the  former  says  in  favour 
of  it,  is  hardly  deserving  of  the  slightest  notice.''^ 

The  passage  quoted  by  Dr.  Priestley  in  justification  of  this 
very  peremptory  decision,  is  as  follows : — "  If  credulity  were 
the  effect  of  reasoning  and  experience,  it  must  grow  up  and 
gather  strength  in  the  same  proportion  as  reason  and  experi- 
ence do.  But  if  it  is  the  gift  of  nature,  it  will  be  the  strongest 
in  childhood,  and  limited  and  restrained  by  experience ;  and 
the  most  superficial  view  of  human  life  shews  that  this  last  is 
the  case,  and  not  the  first."t 

To  my  own  judgment,  this  argument  of  Dr.  Beid's,  when 
connected  with  the  excellent  illustrations  which  accompany  it, 
carries  complete  conviction ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  my  opinion 
by  finding  that  Mr.  Smith  (a  writer  inferior  to  none  in  acute- 
ness,  and  strongly  disposed  by  the  peculiar  bent  of  his  genius, 

^  Examinoaicm  of  £eid'$  Inquiry,  *  Examiiuaion  of  Bdd's  Inquiry, 

&c^  London,  1774.  &c.,  p.  S2. 

*[Sce  above,  Works,  (Euays,)  Vol.  -f  [Inquiry,  Chap.  VI.  sect,  xxiv.; 

v.,  Kote  A,  p.  409.]  Heid*8  CoUeeted  Works,  p.  197.] 
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to  amplify,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Philosophy  of  Human 
Nature)  has,  in  the  latest  edition  of  his  Hheory  o/Mcrail  8en^ 
timent8y  acquiesced  in  this  very  conclusion,  urging  in  support 
of  it  the  same  reasoning  which  Dr.  Priestly  affects  to  estimate 
so  lightly. — ^  There  seems  to  be  in  young  children  an  instinc- 
tive disposition  to  believe  whatever  they  are  told.  Nature 
seems  to  have  judged  it  necessary  for  their  preservation,  that 
they  should,  for  some  time  at  leasts  put  implicit  confidence  in 
those  to  whom  the  care  of  their  childhood,  and  of  the  earliest 
and  most  necessary  part  of  their  education,  is  intrusted.  Their 
credulity,  accordingly,  is  excessive,  and  it  requires  long  and 
much  experience  of  the  falsehood  of  mankind  to  reduce  them 
to  a  reasonable  degree  of  diffidence  and  distrust"^  That  Mr. 
Smith's  opinion  also  coincided  with  Dr.  Beid's,  in  what  he  has 
stated  concerning  the  principle  of  Veracity^  appears  evidently 
from  the  remarks  which  immediately  follow  the  passage  just 
quoted.  But  I  must  not  add  to  the  length  of  this  Memoir  by 
unnecessary  citations. 

Another  instinctive  principle  mentioned  by  Beid,  is  '^  our 
belief  of  the  continuance  of  the  present  course  of  nature." — '^  All 
our  knowledge  of  nature,"  he  observes,  ^^  beyond  our  original 
perceptions,  is  got  by  experience,  and  consists  in  the  interpretsr- 
tion  of  natural  signs.  The  appearance  of  the  sign  is  followed 
by  the  belief  of  the  thing  signified.  Upon  this  principle  of  our 
constitution,  not  only  acquired  perception,  but  also  inductive 
reasoning,  and  all  reasoning  from  analogy,  is  grounded ;  and, 
therefore,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  we  shall  beg  leave  to  call 
it  the  inductive  principle.  It  is  from  the  force  of  this  prin- 
ciple that  we  immediately  assent  to  that  axiom,  upon  which  aU 
our  knowledge  of  nature  is  built,  that  effects  of  tiie  same  kind 
must  have  the  same  cause.  Take  away  the  light  of  this  induc- 
tive principle,  and  experience  is  as  blind  as  a  mole.  She  may 
indeed  feel  what  is  present,  and  what  immediately  touches  her, 
but  she  sees  nothing  that  is  either  before  or  behind,  upon  the 
right  hand  or  upon  the  left,  future  or  past"* 

>  8imtli*B  Theory,  last  edit.  Part  TIL  •  \Inquiry,  Chap.  YI.  aeet  xst.; 
•act  XT.  Beid'B  CoOseUd  Worh$,  p.  199, 107.J 
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On  this  doctrine,  likewise,  the  same  critic  has  expressed 
himself  with  mnch  severity,  calling  it  ^  a  mere  quibble ;"  and 
adding,  ''  Every  step  that  I  take  among  this  writer's  sophisms, 
raises  my  astonishment  higher  than  before."  In  this,  however, 
as  in  many  other  instances,  he  has  been  led  to  censure  Dr. 
Beid,  not  because  he  was  able  to  see  farther  than  his  antagonist, 
but  because  he  did  not  see  quite  so  far.  Turgot,  in  an  article 
inserted  in  the  French  Encychpedie^  and  Condorcet,  in  a  dis- 
course prefixed  to  one  of  his  mathematical  publications,^  have, 
both  of  them,  stated  the  fact  with  a  true  philosophical  preci- 
sion, and  after  doing  so,  have  deduced  from  it  an  inference, 
not  only  the  same  in  substance  with  that  of  Dr.  Beid,  but 
expressed  in  almost  the  same  form  of  words. 

In  these  references,  as  well  as  in  that  already  made  to  Mr. 
Smith's  Theory y  I  would  not  be  understood  to  lay  any  undue 
stress  on  authority,  in  a  philosophical  argument  I  wish  only, 
by  contrasting  the  modesty  and  caution  resulting  from  habits 
of  profound  thought,  with  that  theoretical  intrepidity  which  a 
blindness  to  insuperable  difficulties  has  a  tendency  to  inspire, 
to  invite  those  whose  prejudices  against  this  part  of  Beid's 
system  rest  chiefly  on  the  great  names  to  which  they  conceive 
it  to  be  hostile,  to  re-examine  it  with  a  little  more  attention, 
before  they  pronounce  finally  on  its  merits. 

The  prejudices  which  are  apt  to  occur  against  a  mode  of 
philosophizing,  so  mortifying  to  scholastic  arrogance,  are  en- 
couraged greatly  by  that  natural  disposition,  to  refer  particular 
facts  to  general  laws,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  scientific 
arrangement,  a  principle  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our  intel- 
lectual constitution,  but  which  requires  the  guidance  of  a  sound 
and  experienced  understanding  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  destined.  They  are  encouraged  also,  in  no  incon- 
siderable d^ree,  by  the  acknowledged  success  of  Mathemati- 
cians, in  raising,  on  the  basis  of  a  few  simple  data^  the  most 
magnificent,  and  at  tiie  same  time  tiie  most  soUd,  fabric  of 
science  of  which  human  genius  can  boast    The  absurd  refer- 

^  Euai  twr  VAppUcation  de  VAnalyge  h  la  PrdbabiUU  de»  Diekioni  rendues  ft 
la  Plural  itide  Voix.    Paris,  1785. 
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enoes  which  Logicians  are  accustomed  to  make  to  Euclidf s 
EUmeiAa  ofOeomdry^  as  a  model  which  cannot  be  too  sta- 
diously  copied,  both  in  Physics  and  in  Morals,  have  conttibated 
in  this  as  in  a  variety  of  other  instances,  to  mislead  philoso- 
phers firom  the  study  of  facts^  into  the  false  refinements  of 
hypothetical  theory. 

On  these  misapplications  of  Mathematical  method  to  sciences 
which  rest  ultimately  on  experiment  and  observation,  I  shall 
take  another  opportunity  of  offering  some  strictures.  At  pre- 
sent, it  is  sufficient  to  remark  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  truths 
about  which  pure  or  abstract  mathematics  are  conversant  As 
these  truths  have  aU  a  necessary  connexion  with  each  other,  (all 
of  them  resting  ultimately  on  those  definitions  or  hypotheses 
which  are  the  principles  of  our  reasoning,)  the  beauty  of  the 
science  cannot  fidl  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  simplicity 
of  the  data,  compared  with  the  incalculable  variety  of  conse- 
quences which  they  involve ;  and  to  the  simplifications  and 
generalizations  of  theory  on  such  a  subject,  it  is  perhaps  im- 
possible to  conceive  any  limit  How  different  is  the  case  in 
those  inquiries,  where  our  first  principles  are  not  d^nitione 
but/octo,  and  where  our  business  is  not  to  trace  necessary  con- 
nexions, but  the  laws  which  regulate  the  established  order  of 
the  universe  I 

In  various  attempts  which  have  been  lately  made,  more 
especially  on  the  Continent,  towards  a  systematical  exposition 
of  the  elements  of  Physics,  the  effects  of  the  mistake  I  am  now 
censuring  are  extremely  remarkable.  The  happy  use  of  mathe- 
matical principles  exhibited  in  the  writings  of  Newton  and  his 
followers,  having  rendered  an  extensive  knowledge  of  them  an 
indispensable  preparation  for  the  study  of  the  Mechanical  phi- 
losophy, the  early  habits  of  thought  acquired  in  the  former 
pursuit  are  naturally  transferred  to  the  latter.  Hence  the  illo- 
gical and  obscure  manner  in  which  its  elementary  principles 
have  frequently  been  stated,  an  attempt  being  made  to  deduce 
firom  the  smallest  possible  number  of  data,  the  whole  eystem  of 
truths  which  it  comprehends.  The  analogy  existing  among 
some  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  mechanics,  bestows,  in  the 
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opinion  of  the  multitude,  an  appearance  of  plausibiliiy  on  such 
attempts ;  and  their  obvious  tendency  is  to  withdraw  the  atten* 
tion  from  that  unity  of  design,  which  it  is  the  noblest  employ- 
ment of  philosophy  to  illustrate,  by  disguising  it  under  the 
semblance  of  an  eternal  and  necessary  order,  similar  to  what 
the  mathematician  delights  to  trace  among  the  mutual  relations 
of  quantities  and  figures. 

These  slight  hints  may  serve  as  a  reply  in  part  to  what  Dr. 
Priestley  has  suggested  with  respect  to  the  consequences  likely 
to  foUow,  if  the  spirit  of  Beid's  philosophy  should  be  introduced 
into  Physics.^  One  consequence  would  unquestionably  be,  a 
careful  separation  between  the  principles  which  we  learn  from 
experience  alone,  and  those  which  are  fidrly  resolvable,  by 
mathematical  or  physical  reasoning,  into  other  facts  still  more 
general,  and,  of  course,  a  correction  of  that  false  logic  which, 
while  it  throws  an  air  of  mystery  over  the  plainest  and  most 
undeniable  facts,  levels  the  study  of  nature,  in  point  of  moral 
interest,  with  the  investigations  of  the  Geometer  or  of  the 
Algebraist- 
It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed,  that  in  the  present 
state  of  Natural  Philosophy  a  false  logic  threatens  the  same 
dangerous  effects  as  in  the  Philosophy  of  the  Mind.  It  may 
retard  somewhat  the  progress  of  the  student  at  his  first  outset ; 
or  it  may  confound,  in  his  apprehensions,  the  harmony  of 
systematical  order,  with  the  consistency  and  mutual  dependency 
essential  to  a  series  of  mathematical  theorems ;  but  the  funda- 
mental truths  of  physics  are  now  too  well  established,  and  the 
checks  which  they  furnish  against  sophistry  are  too  numerous 
and  palpable  to  admit  the  possibility  of  any  permanent  error  in 
our  deductions.  In  the  philosophy  of  the  mind,  so  difficult  is 
the  acquisition  of  those  habits  of  reflection  which  can  alone  lead 
to  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  intellectual  phenomena^  that  a 
faulty  hypothesis,  if  skilfully  fortified  by  the  imposing,  though 
illusory  strength  of  arbitrary  definitions  and  a  systematical 
phraseology,  may  maintain  its  ground  for  a  succession  of  ages. 
It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  inferred  from  anything  I  have  here 

^  Examinatian  of  Beid's  Inquiry^  p.  110. 
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advanced,  that  I  mean  to  offer  an  apology  for  those  who,  other 
in  physics  or  morals^  would  presumptoonsly  state  their  own 
opinions  with  respect  to  the  laws  of  nature,  as  a  bar  against 
iiitare  attempts  to  simplify  and  generalize  them  still  fieufher. 
To  assert  that  none  of  the  mechanical  explanations  yet  given 
of  gravitation  are  satis&ctory,  and  even  to  hint  that  ingenuity 
might  be  more  profitably  employed  than  in  the  search  of  such 
a  theory,  is  something  different  from  a  gratuitous  assumption 
of  ultimate  fiusts  in  physics ;  nor  does  it  imply  an  obstinate 
determination  to  resist  legitimate  evidence,  should  some  fortu- 
nate inquirer,  contrary  to  what  seems  probable  at  present, 
succeed  where  the  genius  of  Newton  has  fisuled.  If  Dr.  Beid 
has  gone  farther  than  this  in  his  conclusions  concerning  the 
principles  which  he  calls  original  or  inetinctivey  he  has  departed 
from  that  guarded  language  in  which  he  commonly  expresses 
himself;  for  all  that  it  was  of  importance  for  him  to  conclude 
was,  that  the  theories  of  his  predecessors  were,  in  these  in- 
stances, exceptionable ;  and  the  doubts  he  may  occasionally 
insinuate,  concerning  the  success  of  future  adventurers,  so  fiur 
from  betraying  any  overweening  confidence  in  his  own  under- 
standing, are  an  indirect  tribute  to  the  talents  of  those  from 
whose  fisdlure  he  draws  an  argument  against  the  possibility  of 
their  undertaking. 

The  same  eagerness  to  simplify  and  to  generalize,  which  led 
PriesUey  to  complain  of  the  number  of  Beid's  instinctive  prin- 
ciples, has  carried  some  later  philosophers  a  step  farther.  Ac- 
cording to  them,  the  very  word  instinct  is  unphilosophical ; 
and  everything  either  in  man  or  brute,  which  has  been  hitherto 
referred  to  this  mysterious  source,  may  be  easily  accounted  for 

doctrine  appears  to  have  been  successfully  verified,  have  been 
deemed  sufficient  to  establish  it  without  any  limitation. 

In  a  very  original  work,  on  which  I  have  ahready  hazarded 
some  criticisms,*  much  ingenuity  has  been  employed  in  ana- 

•  [Supra,  p.  284,  teq.  The  following      Tolome  of  the  ElemenU,  Warki,  V6L 
obflerratioiiB   on   Darwin's    Zoommda      TV.  p.  257,  M^.] 
have  Ukewiae  been  employed  in  the  last 
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lyzing  the  wonderful  efforts  which  the  hmnan  infant  is  enabled 
to  make  for  its  own  preservation,  the  moment  after  its  intro- 
duction to  the  light  Thus,  it  is  observed,  that  the  fcAuiy 
while  still  in  the  vJUfruB^  learns  to  perform  the  operation  of 
swallowing ;  and  also  learns  to  relieve  itself,  by  a  change  of 
posture,  from  the  irksomeness  of  continued  rest :  and,  there- 
fore, (if  we  admit  these  propositions,)  we  must  conclude,  that 
some  of  the  actions  which  infants  are  vulgarly  supposed  to 
perform  in  consequence  of  instincts  coeval  with  birth,  are  only 
a  continuation  of  actions  to  which  they  were  determined  at  an 
earlier  period  of  their  being.  The  remark  is  ingenious,  and  it 
may  perhaps  be  just ;  but  it  does  not  prove  that  instinct  is  an 
unphilosophical  term ;  nor  does  it  render  the  operations  of  the 
infant  less  mysterious  than  they  seem  to  be  on  the  common 
supposition.  How  far  soever  the  analysis,  in  such  instances, 
may  be  carried,  we  must  at  last  arrive  at  some  phenomenon  no 
less  wonderful  than  that  we  mean  to  explain  : — ^in  other  words, 
we  must  still  admit  as  an  ultimate  fact,  the  existence  of  an 
original  determination  to  a  particular  mode  of  action  salutary 
or  necessary  to  the  animal ;  and  all  we  have  accomplished  is 
to  connect  the  origin  of  this^  instinct  with  an  earlier  period  in 
the  history  of  the  human  mind. 

The  same  author  has  attempted  to  account,  in  a  manner 
somewhat  similar,  for  the  different  degrees  in  which  the  young 
of  different  animals  are  able,  at  the  moment  of  birth,  to  exert 
their  bodily  powers.  Thus,  calves  and  chickens  are  able  to  walk 
almost  immediately ;  while  the  human  infant,  even  in  the  most 
favourable  situations,  is  six  or  even  twelve  months  old  before  he 
can  stand  alone.  For  this,  Dr.  Darwin  assigns  two  causes : — 1. 
That  the  young  of  some  animals  come  into  the  world  in  a  more 
complete  state  than  that  of  others ; — the  colt  and  lamb  (for  ex- 
ample) enjoying,  in  this  respect,  a  striking  advantage  over  the 
puppy  and  the  rabbit.  2.  That  the  mode  of  walking  of  some 
animab  coincides  more  perfectly  than  that  of  others  with  the 
previous  motions  of  the  fostus  in  utero.  The  struggles  of  all 
animals  (he  observes)  in  the  womb,  must  resemble  their  manner 
of  swimmiDg,  as  by  this  kind  of  motion  they  can  best  change 
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their  attitude  in  water.  Bat  the  Bwimmiiig  of  the  calf  and  of 
the  chicken  lesembleB  their  ordinary  movementB  on  the  ground, 
which  they  have  thos  learned  in  part  to  ezecate  while  con* 
oealed  from  our  observation;  whereas  the  swimming  of  the 
human  infiuit  differing  totally  from  his  manner  of  walking,  he 
has  no  opportunily  of  acquiring  the  last  of  these  arts  till  be  is 
exposed  to  our  view.  The  theoiy  is  extremely  plausible,  and 
does  honour  to  the  author's  sagacity ;  but  it  only  places  in  a 
new  light  that  provident  care  which  Nature  has  taken  of  all 
her  offspring  in  the  infieuicy  of  their  existence. 

Another  instance  may  contribute  towards  a  more  ample  illus- 
tration of  the  same  subject  A  lamb,  not  many  minutes  after 
it  is  dropped,  proceeds  to  search  for  its  nourishment  in  that  spot 
where  alone  it  is  to  be  found, — applying  both  its  limbs  and  its 
eyes  to  their  respective  offices.  The  peasant  observes  the  £u^ 
and  gives  the  name  of  uutindy  or  some  corresponding  tenn, 
to  tl^  unknown  principle  by  whidi  the  animal  is  guided.  On 
a  more  accurate  examination  of  circumstances,  the  philosopher 
finds  reason  to  conclude,  that  it  is  by  the  sense  of  gmplling  it 
is  thus  directed  to  its  object  In  proof  of  this,  among  other 
curious  fiicts,  the  following  has  been  quoted : — ^  On  dissecting^* 
says  Galen,  '' a  goat  great  with  young,  I  found  a  brisk  embytm, 
and  having  detached  it  firom  the  nudriXy  and  wnat^hmg  it  away 
before  it  saw  its  dam,  I  brought  it  into  a  room  where  there 
were  many  vessels;  some  filled  with  wine,  others  with  oil,  some 
with  honey,  others  with  milk,  or  some  other  liquor,  and  in 
others  th^e  were  grains  and  firuits.  We  first  observed  the 
young  animal  get  upon  its  feet  and  walk ;  then  it  shook  itself 
and  afterwards  scratched  its  side  with  one  of  its  feet:  then  we 
saw  it  smelling  to  eveiy  one  of  those  things  that  were  set  in  the 
room ;  and  when  it  had  smelt  to  them  all,  it  drank  up  the 
nulk."^  Admitting  this  veiy  beautiful  story  to  be  true,  (and, 
for  my  own  part,  I  am  fer  firom  being  disposed  to  question  its 
probability,)  it  only  enables  us  to  state  the  feet  with  a  Httie 
more  predrion,  in  consequence  of  our  having  ascertained  that 
it  is  to  the  sense  of  smelling  the  instinctive  determination  is 

*  Dvwin,  [ZMtrnmai  ToL  L  pp.  1 95, 196. 
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attached  The  oonclusion  of  the  peasant  is  not  here  at  varianoe 
with  that  of  the  philosopher :  it  differs  only  in  this,  that  he 
expresses  himself  in  those  general  terms  which  are  suited  to 
his  ignorance  of  the  particular  process  by  which  Natnre  in  this 
case  accomplishes  her  end ;  and,  if  he  did  otherwise,  he  would 
be  censurable  for  prejudging  a  question  of  which  he  is  incom- 
petent to  form  an  accurate  opinion. 

The  application  of  these  illustrations  to  some  of  Dr.  Beid's 
conclusions  concerning  the  instiuctiye  principles  of  the  human 
mind,  is,  I  flatter  myself,  sufficiently  manifest  They  relate, 
indeed,  to  a  subject  which  differs,  iu  various  respects,  fix)m  that 
which  has  fallen  under  his  more  particular  consideration ;  but 
the  same  rules  of  philosophizing  will  be  found  to  apply  equaUy 
to  both. 

4.  The  criticisms  which  have  been  made  on  what  Dr.  Beid 
has  written  concerning  the  intuitive  truths  which  he  distin- 
guishes by  the  title  of  Principles  of  Common  Sense,  would 
require  a  more  ample  discussion  than  I  can  now  bestow  on 
them ; — ^not  that  the  importance  of  these  criticisms  (of  such  of 
them,  at  least,  as  I  have  happened  to  meet  with)  demands  a 
long  or  elaborate  refutation ;  but  because  the  subject,  accord- 
ing to  the  view  I  wish  to  take  of  it,  involves  some  other  ques- 
tions of  great  moment  and  difficulty,  relative  to  the  foundations 
of  human  knowledge.  Dr.  Priestley,  the  most  formidable  of 
Dr.  Beid's  antagonists,  has  granted  as  much  in  &vour  of  this 
doctrine  as  it  is  worth  while  to  contend  for  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. ^^  Had  these  writers,"  he  observes  with  respect  to  Dr. 
Beid  and  his  followers,  '^  assumed,  as  the  elements  of  their 
Common  Sense,  certain  truths  which  are  so  plain  that  no  man 
could  doubt  of  them,  (without  entering  into  the  ground  of  our 
assent  to  them,)  their  conduct  would  have  been  liable  to  very 
little  objection.  All  that  could  have  been  said  would  have 
been,  that,  without  any  necessity,  they  had  made  an  innovation 
in  the  received  use  of  a  term.  For  no  person  ever  denied  that 
there  are  self-evident  truths,  and  that  these  must  be  assumed 
as  the  foundation  of  all  our  reasoning.  I  never  met  with  any 
person  who  did  not  acknowledge  this,  or  heard  of  any  argu- 
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mentative  treatise  that  did  not  go  upon  the  Bappodtion  of  it"^ 
After  Buch  an  acknowledgment^  it  is  impossible  to  forbear 
asking,  (with  Dr.  Oampbelli)  "  What  is  the  great  point  which 
Dr.  Priestley  would  controvert?  Is  it,  whether  sach  self- 
evident  truths  shall  be  denominated  Principles  of  Common 
Sense,  or  be  distinguished  by  some  other  appellation  ?"' 

That  the  doctrine  in  question  has  been,  in  some  publications, 
presented  in  a  very  exceptionable  form,  I  most  readily  allow ; 
nor  would  I  be  understood  to  subscribe  to  it  implicitly,  even  as 
it  appears  in  the  works  of  Dr.  Beid.  It  is  but  an  act  of  justice 
to  him,  however,  to  request,  that  his  opinions  may  be  judged  of 
firom  his  own  works  alone,  not  from  those  of  others  who  may 
have  happened  to  coincide  with  him  in  certain  tenets,  or  in 
certain  modes  of  expression ;  and  that,  before  any  ridicule  be 
attempted  on  his  conclusions  concerning  the  authority  of  Com- 
mon Sense,  his  antagonists  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
in  what  acceptation  he  has  employed  that  phrase. 

The  truths  which  Dr.  Beid  seems,  in  most  instances,  disposed 
to  refer  to  the  judgment  of  this  tribunal,  might,  in  my  opinion, 
be  denominated  more  unexceptionably,  '^Fundamental  Laws 
of  Human  Belief."*  They  have  been  called  by  a  very  ingenious 
foreigner,  (M.  Trembley  of  Gteneva,)  but  certainly  with  a 
singular  infelicity  of  language,  Pryugea  Legitimes,  Of  this 
kind  are  the  foUowing  propositions : — I  am  the  same  person 
to-day  that  I  toas  yesterday; — The  material  world  has  an  ex- 
istence independent  of  that  of  percipient  beings  ; — There  are 
other  intelligent  beings  in  ihe  universe  beside  myself; — The 
Juture  course  of  nature  unit  resemble  the  past.  Such  truths  no 
man  but  a  philosopher  ever  thinks  of  stating  to  himself  in 
words ;  but  all  our  conduct  and  all  our  reasonings  proceed  on 
the  supposition  that  they  are  admitted.  The  belief  of  them  is 
essential  for  the  preservation  of  our  animal  existence ;  and  it 
is  accordingly  coeval  with  the  first  operations  of  the  intellect 

One  of  the  first  writers  who  introduced  the  phrase  Common 

1  ExominaiMn  of  Dr,  Heid'a  Inquiry^  Slc,  p.  119. 

*  PkUa8€phy  o/Bhelorie,  Vol.  L  p.  111.    8ee  Note  E. 

*  [SiemeuU,  Vol.  II.  Chap.  i.  §  2 ;  supra,  Works,  VoL  III.  p.  45.] 
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Sen8€^  into  the  teclmical  or  appropriate  language  of  logic,  was 
Father  BofSer,  in  a  book  entitled,  TraUe  des  Premiirea  VeriUs. 
It  has  since  been  adopted  by  several  authors  of  note  in  this 
country,  particularly  by  Dr.  Beid,  Dr.  Oswald,  and  Dr.  Beattie ; 
by  all  of  whom,  however,  I  am  a&aid,  it  must  be  confessed,  it 
has  been  occasionally  employed  without  a  due  attention  to 
precision.  The  last  of  these  writers  uses  it^  to  denote  that 
power  by  which  the  mind  perceives  the  truth  of  any  intuitive 
proposition ;  whether  it  be  an  axiom  of  abstract  science,  or  a 
statement  of  some  fact  resting  on  the  immediate  information 
of  consciousness,  of  perception,  or  of  memory,  or  one  of  those 
fondamental  laws  of  belief  which  are  implied  in  the  application 
of  our  &culties  to  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  The  same 
extensive  use  of  the  word  may,  I  believe,  be  found  in  the  other 
authors  just  mentioned*  But  no  authority  can  justify  such  a 
laxity  in  the  employment  of  language  in  philosophical  discus- 
sions ;  for,  if  mathematical  axioms  be  (as  they  are  manifestly 
and  indisputably)  a  class  of  propositions  essentially  distinct 
from  the  other  kinds  of  intuitive  truths  now  described,  why 
refer  them  all  indiscriminately  to  the  same  principle  in  our 
constitution?  If  this  phrase,  therefore,  be  at  all  retained, 
precision  requires  that  it  should  be  employed  in  a  more  limited 
acceptation ;  and,  accordingly,  in  the  works  under  our  consi- 
deration, it  is  appropriated  most  frequently,  though  by  no 
means  uniformly,  to  that  class  of  Intuitive  Truths  which  I 
have  already  called  '^  Fundamental  Laws  of  Belief''^  When 
thus  restricted,  it  conveys  a  notion,  unambiguous  at  least,  and 
definite ;  and,  consequently,  the  question  about  its  propriety  or 
impropriety  turns  entirely  on  the  coincidence  of  this  definition 
with  the  meaning  of  the  word  as  employed  in  ordinary  dis- 
course. Whatever  objections,  therefore,  may  be  stated  to  the  ex- 


^  [On  the  bistorj  of  Common  Sense^  ^  Ettwiy  on  Trvth^  edition  second,  p. 

word  and  thing,  in    ancient    and  in  40,  «t  m^.;  also  p.  166,  tf^M^. 

modem  times,  see  the  collective  edition  '  This  seems  to  be  nearly  the  meaning 

of  Beid's  WorkSj  excursive  Note  A,  pp.  annexed  to  the  phrane,  bj  the  learned 

742-803.]  and  acute  author  of  The  Philoiophj  qf 

Ehetoric,  YoL  I.  p.  109,  et  $eq. 

VOL.  X.  U 
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preflfiioii  as  now  defined,  will  apply  to  it  with  additional  force 
when  used  with  the  latitude  which  has  been  already  censured. 

I  have  said,  that  the  question  about  the  propriety  of  the 
phrase  Common  Sense^  as  employed  by  philosqihers,  must  be 
decided  by  an  appeal  to  general  practice.  For,  although  it  be 
allowable  and  even  necessaiy  for  a  philosopher,  to  limit  the 
acceptation  of  words  which  are  employed  vaguely  in  common 
discourse,  it  is  always  dangerous  to  give  to  a  word  a  scientific 
meaning  essentially  distinct  from  that  in  which  it  is  usually 
understood.  "It  has,  at  least,  the  efifect  of  misleading  those  who 
do  not  enter  deeply  into  the  subject ;  and  of  giving  a  para- 
doxical appearance  to  doctrines,  which,  if  expressed  in  more 
unexceptionable  terms,  would  be  readily  admitted. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  has  actually  happened  in  the 
present  instance.  The  phrase  Oommon  Sense^  as  it  is  generally 
understood,  is  nearly  synonymous  with  MotherHoit ;  denoting 
that  degree  of  sagacity  (depending  partly  on  original  capacity, 
and  partly  on  personal  experience  and  observation)  which 
qualifies  an  individual  for  those  simple  and  essential  occupa- 
tions which  all  men  are  called  on  to  exercise  habitually  by 
their  conmion  nature.  In  this  acceptation,  it  is  opposed  to 
those  mental  acquirements  which  are  derived  firom  a  regular 
education  and  from  the  study  of  books ;  and  refers,  not  to  the 
speculative  convictions  of  the  understanding,  but  to  that  pru- 
dence and  discretion  which  are  the  foundation  of  successful 
conduct.  Such  is  the  idea  which  Pope  annexes  to  the  word, 
when,  speaking  of  good  aensCj  (which  means  only  a  more  than 
ordinary  share  of  common  seiMe,)  he  calls  it 

" thegiftofHesfen, 

And  tho*  no  science,  (asAj  worth  the  seyen.*'* 

To  speak,  accordingly,  of  appealing  from  the  condunons  of 
philosophy  to  common  sense,  had  the  appearance,  to  titie-page 
readers,  of  appealing  from  the  verdict  of  the  learned  to  the  voice 
of  the  multitude ;  or  of  attempting  to  silence  free  discussbn, 
by  a  reference  to  some  arbitraiy  and  undefinable  standard, 

•  rjforol  Etta^,  Ep.  hr.  43.  Bnt  WorlB$,  excimhre  Note  A,  S  ▼•  p-  766» 
on  the  whole  doctiinei  aee  co  Beid'e      $9q.] 
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distinct  from  any  of  the  intellectual  powers  hitherto  enume- 
rated by  logicians.  Whatever  countenance  may  be  supposed 
to  have  been  given  by  some  writers  to  such  an  interpreta- 
tion of  this  doctrine,  I  may  venture  to  assert,  that  none  is 
afforded  by  the  works  of  Dr.  Beid.  The  standard  to  which  he 
appeals  is  neither  the  creed  of  a  particular  sect,  nor  the  inward 
light  of  enthusiastic  presumption,  but  that  constitution  of 
human  nature  without  which  all  the  business  of  the  world 
would  immediately  cease ; — and  the  substance  of  his  argument 
amounts  merely  to  this,  that  those  essential  laws  of  belief,  to 
which  sceptics  have  objected  when  considered  in  connexion 
with  our  scientific  reasonings,  are  impUed  in  every  step  we  take 
as  active  beings ;  and  if  called  in  question  by  any  man  in  his 
practical  concerns,  would  expose  him  universaUy  to  the  charge 
of  insanity. 

In  stating  this  important  doctrine,  it  were  perhaps  to  be 
wished,  that  the  subject  had  been  treated  with  somewhat  more 
of  analytical  accuracy ;  and  it  is  certainly  to  be  regretted,  that 
a  phrase  should  have  been  employed  so  well  calculated  by  its 
ambiguity  to  ftimish  a  convenient  handle  to  misrepresenta- 
tions; but  in  the  judgment  of  those  who  have  perused  Dr. 
Beid's  writings  with  an  intelligent  and  candid  attention,  these 
misrepresentations  must  recoil  on  their  authors;  while  they 
who  are  really  interested  in  the  progress  of  useful  science,  will 
be  disposed  rather  to  lend  their  aid  in  supplying  what  is  defec- 
tive in  his  views,  than  to  reject  hastily  a  doctrine  which  aims, 
by  the  development  of  some  logical  principles,  overlooked  in 
the  absurd  systems  which  have  been  borrowed  from  the  schools, 
to  vindicate  the  authority  of  truths  intimately  and  extensively 
connected  with  human  happiness. 

In  the  prosecution  of  my  own  speculations  on  the  Human 
Mind,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  explain  myself  fully  concerning 
this  as  well  as  various  other  questions  connected  with  the  foun- 
dations of  philosophical  Evidence.  The  new  doctrines,  and 
new  phraseology  on  that  subject,  which  have  lately  become 
fashionable  among  some  Metaphysicians  in  Germany,  and 
which,  in  my  opinion,  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  involve 
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it  in  additional  obficnrity^  are  a  sufficient  proof  that  this 

tial  and  fundamental  article  of  logic  is  not  as  yet  completely 

exhausted. 

In  order  to  bring  the  foregoing  remarks  within  some  com- 
pass, I  have  found  it  necessaiy  to  confine  myself  to  such  objec- 
tions as  strike  at  the  root  of  Dr.  Beid's  Philosophy,  without 
touching  on  any  of  his  opinions  on  particular  topics,  however 
important  I  have  been  obliged  also  to  compress  what  I  have 
stated,  within  narrower  limits  than  were  perhaps  consistent 
with  complete  perspicuity,  and  to  reject  many  illustrations 
which  crowded  upon  me  at  almost  every  step  of  my  progress. 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  superfluous  to  add,  that  supposing 
some  of  these  objections  to  possess  more  force  than  I  have 
ascribed  to  them  in  my  reply,  it  will  not  therefore  follow  that 
little  advantage  is  to  be  derived  from  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
speculations  against  which  they  are  directed.  Even  they  who 
dissent  the  most  widely  from  Dr.  Beid's  conclusions,  can 
scarcely  fail  to  admit,  that  as  a  writer  he  exhibits  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  most  successful  of  his  predecessors,  in  a  logical 
precision  and  simplicity  of  language ; — his  statement  of  fiicts 
being  neither  vitiated  by  physiological  hypothesis,  nor  obscured 
by  scholastic  mystery.  Whoever  has  reflected  on  the  infinite 
importance,  in  such  inquiries,  of  a  skilful  use  of  words  as  the 
essential  instrument  of  thought,  must  be  aware  of  the  inflaence 
which  his  works  are  likely  to  have  on  the  future  progress  of 
science,  were  they  to  produce  no  other  effect  than  a  general 
imitation  of  his  mode  of  reasoning,  and  of  his  guarded 
phraseology. 

It  is  not,  indeed,  every  reader  to  whom  these  inquiries  are 
accessible,  for  habits  of  attention  in  general,  and  still  more 
habits  of  attention  to  the  phenomena  of  thought,  require  early 
and  careful  cultivation ;  but  those  who  are  capable  of  the  exer- 
tion will  soon  recognise  in  Dr.  Beid's  statements,  the  fiedthful 
history  of  their  own  minds,  and  will  find  their  labours  amply 
rewarded  by  that  satisfaction  which  always  accompanies  the 
discovery  of  useful  truth.    Th^  may  expect,  also,  to  be  le- 
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warded  by  some  intellectual  acquisitioiiB  not  altogether  useless 
in  their  other  studies.  An  author  well  qualified  to  judge,  from 
his  own  experience,  of  whatever  conduces  to  invigorate  or  to 
embellish  the  understanding,  has  beautifully  remarked,  that 
^^  by  turning  the  soul  inward  on  itself,  its  forces  are  concentred, 
and  are  fitted  for  stronger  and  bolder  flights  of  science ;  and 
that,  in  such  pursuits,  whether  we  take  or  whether  we  lose  the 
game,  the  chase  is  certainly  of  service.''^  In  this  respect,  the 
philosophy  of  the  mind  (abstracting  entirely  from  that  pre- 
eminence which  belongs  to  it  in  consequence  of  its  practical 
applications)  may  claim  a  distinguished  rank  among  those 
preparatory  disciplines  which  another  writer  of  no  less  eminence 
has  happily  compared  to  ^^  the  crops  which  are  raised,  not  for 
the  sake  of  the  harvest,  but  to  be  ploughed  in  as  a  dressing  to 
the  land*'^ 

*  Prefaoe  to  Mr.  Barkers  Essay  on  the  Sublime  and  BeautffvL 

*  Bishop  Berkeley's  Querist    [Qaeiy  198.] 
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SECTION  III 


OONOLUSION  OF  THE  NABBATI7E. 


The  three  works  to  which  the  foregoing  remarks  refer, 
together  with  the  Essay  on  QuantUy,  published  in  the  PkUo- 
Bophical  Tranaactiona  of  Uie  Boyal  Society  of  London,  and  a 
short  but  masterly  Analyais  of  AristoUda  Logic^  which  forms 
an  Appendix  to  the  third  volume  of  Lord  Kames's  Sketchea, 
comprehend  the  whole  of  Dr.  Beid's  publications.  The  interval 
between  the  dates  of  the  first  and  last  of  these  amounts  to  no 
less  than  forty  years,  although  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  before  he  ventured  to  appear  as  an  author. 

With  the  Essays  on  the  Active  Potoers  of  Man  he  closed  his 
literary  career,  but  he  continued,  notwithstanding,  to  prosecute 
his  studies  with  unabated  ardour  and  activity.  The  more 
modem  improvements  in  chemistry  attracted  his  particular 
notice,  and  he  applied  himself,  with  his  wonted  diligence  and 
success,  to  the  study  of  its  new  doctrines  and  new  nomenclature. 
He  amused  himself  also  at  times,  in  preparing  for  a  Philoso- 
phical Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  diort  Essays  on 
particular  topics,  which  happened  to  interest  his  curiosity,  and 
on  which  he  thought  he  might  derive  useful  hints  from  friendly 
discussion.  The  most  important  of  these  were,  An  Eocaminor 
tion  of  Priestlejfs  Opinions  concerning  Matter  and  Mind; 
Obseroations  on  the  Utopia  of  Sir  Thomas  More  ;  and  Physio- 
logical Be/lections  on  Muscular  Motion.  This  last  Essay 
appears  to  have  been  written  in  the  eighty-sizth  year  of  his 

*  [This   l«Bt  appears  in  Earnests      eniii^t  A  Brirf  Aeoomit  of  AritioUif» 
Shetekes,  published  in  the  year  1774,      Logic^  with  BemarJcB.] 
and|  according  to  Beid  hinuelf,  it  is 
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age,  and  was  read  by  the  author  to  his  associates,  a  few  months 
before  his  deatL  ^^  His  thoughts  were  led  to  the  speculatbns 
it  contains,"  as  he  himself  mentions  in  the  conclusion,  ^  by  the 
experience  of  some  of  the  effects  which  old  age  produces  on  the 
muscular  motions/' — ^  As  they  were  occasioned,  therefore,"  he 
adds,  ^'  by  the  infirmities  of  age,  they  will,  I  hope,  be  heard 
with  the  greater  indulgence.'' 

Among  the  various  occupations  with  which  he  thus  en- 
livened his  retirement,  the  mathematical  pursuits  of  his  earlier 
years  held  a  distinguished  place.  He  delighted  to  converse 
about  them  with  his  friends,  and  often  exercised  his  skill  in  the 
investigation  of  particular  problems.  His  knowledge  of  Ancient 
Geometry  had  not  probably  been,  at  any  time,  very  extensive, 
but  he  had  cultivated  diligently  those  parts  of  mathema- 
tical science  which  are  subservient  to  the  study  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton's  Works.  He  had  a  predilection,  more  particularly,  for 
researches  requiring  the  aid  of  arithmetical  calculation,  in  the 
practice  of  which  he  possessed  uncommon  expertness  and  ad- 
dress. I  think  I  have  sometimes  observed  in  him  a  slight  and 
amiable  vanity  connected  with  this  accomplishment. 

The  revival  at  this  period  of  Dr.  Beid's  first  scientific 
propensity,  has  often  recalled  to  me  a  favourite  remark  of  Mr. 
Smith's: — That  of  all  the  amusements  of  old  age,  the  most 
grateful  and  soothing  is  a  renewal  of  acquaintance  with  the 
favourite  studies  and  fisivourite  authors  of  our  youth ;  a  remark 
which,  in  his  own  case,  seemed  to  be  more  particularly  exem- 
plified while  he  was  re-perusing,  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a 
student,  the  tragic  poets  of  ancient  Greece.  I  heard  him,  at 
least,  repeat  the  observation  more  than  once,  while  Sophocles 
or  Euripides  lay  open  on  his  table. 

In  the  case  of  Dr.  Beid,  other  motives  perhaps  conspired 
with  the  influence  of  the  agreeable  assodations,  to  which  Mr. 
Smith  probably  alluded.  His  attention  was  always  fixed  on 
the  state  of  his  intellectual  faculties;  and  for  counteracting 
the  effects  of  time  on  these,  mathematical  studies  seem  to  be 
fitted  in  a  peculiar  degree.  They  are  fortunately,  too,  within 
the  reach  of  many  individuals,  after  a  decay  of  memory  dis- 
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qualifies  them  for  inqairies  which  inyolve  a  multipliGity  of 
details.  Buch  detached  problems,  more  especially  as  Dr.  Beid 
commonly  selected  for  his  consideration;  problems  where  all 
the  daJta  are  broaght  at  once  under  the  eye,  and  where  a  con* 
nected  train  of  thinking  is  not  to  be  carried  on  from  day  to 
day,  will  be  found,  (as  I  have  witnessed  with  pleasure  in  several 
instances),  by  those  who  are  capable  of  such  a  recreation,  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  scanty  resources  of  a  life  protracted 
beyond  the  ordinary  limit 

While  he  was  thus  enjoying  an  old  age,  happy  in  some 
respects  beyond  the  usual  lot  of  humanity,  his  domestic  com- 
fort suffer^  a  deep  and  incurable  wound  by  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Beid.  He  had  had  the  misfortune,  too,  of  surviving,  for  many 
years,  a  numerous  family  of  promising  children ;  four  of  whom 
(two  sons  and  two  daughters)  died  after  they  attained  to 
maturity.  One  daughter  only  was  left  to  him  when  he  lost 
his  wife;  and  of  her  affectionate  good  offices  he  could  not 
always  avail  himiself,  in  consequence  of  the  attentions  which 
her  own  husband's  infirmities  required.  Of  this  lady,  who  is 
still  alive,  (the  widow  of  Patrick  Carmichael,  M.D.,^)  I  shall 
have  occasion  again  to  introduce  the  name,  before  I  conclude 
this  narrative. 

A  short  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  myself  by  Dr. 
Beid,  not  many  weeks  after  his  wife's  death,  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  acceptable  to  many  as  an  interesting  relic  of  the  writer. 

^  By  the  loss  of  my  bosom-friend,  with  whom  I  lived  fifty- 
two  years,  I  am  brought  into  a  kind  of  new  world,  at  a  time  of 
life  when  old  habits  are  not  easily  forgot^  or  new  ones  acquired. 
But  every  world  is  Gtod's  world,  and  I  am  thankftil  for  the 
comforts  He  has  left  me.  Mrs.  Carmichael  has  now  the  care  of 
two  old  deaf  men,  and  does  everything  in  her  power  to  please 
them ;  and  both  are  veiy  sensible  of  her  goodness.    I  have 

*  A  learned  and  worthy  pbTsiciaii,  pabliabed,  about  tbe  year  1720,  an  edi- 

who,  after  a  long  reaidence  in  Holland,  tion  of  Pnfendorff,  Dt  Officio  ffamim$ 

where  he  practiBed  medicine,  retired  to  et  CiviSj  and  who  is  pronoonoed  by  Dr. 

Glaagow.     He  was  a  younger  aon  of  Hutcbeson,  "by  &r  the  best  commen- 

Prafesaor  Gerachom  Cannichael,  who  tator  on  that  book.** 
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more  health  than  at  my  time  of  life  I  had  any  reason  to  expect. 
I  walk  about;  entertain  myself  with  reading  what  I  soon 
forget ;  can  converse  with  one  person,  if  he  articulates  dis- 
tinctly, and  is  within  ten  inches  of  my  left  ear ;  go  to  church, 
without  hearing  one  word  of  what  is  said.  You  know,  I  never 
had  any  pretensions  to  vivacity,  but  I  am  still  free  from  languor 
and  tnnui. 

^^  If  you  are  weaiy  of  this  detail,  impute  it  to  the  anxiety 
you  express  to  know  the  state  of  my  health.  I  wish  you  may 
have  no  more  uneasiness  at  my  age, — ^beiog  yours  most  afifec- 
tionately." 

About  four  years  after  this  event,  he  was  prevailed  on  by  his 
friend  and  relation,  Dr.  Gregory,  to  pass  a  few  weeks,  dming 
the  summer  of  1796,  at  Edinburgh.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Carmichael,  who  lived  with  him  in  Dr.  Gregory's  house ; 
a  situation  which  united,  under  the  same  roof,  every  advantage 
of  medical  care,  of  tender  attachment,  and  of  philosophical 
intercourse.  As  Dr.  Gregory's  professional  engagements,  how- 
ever, necessarily  interfered  much  with  his  attentions  to  his 
guest,  I  enjoyed  more  of  Dr.  Beid's  society  than  might  other- 
wise have  fallen  to  my  share.  I  had  the  pleasure,  accordingly, 
of  spending  some  hours  with  him  daily,  and  of  attending  him 
in  bis  walking  excursions,  which  frequently  extended  to  the 
distance  of  three  or  four  miles.  His  faculties  (excepting  his 
memory  which  was  considerably  impaired)  appeared  as  vigorous 
as  ever ;  and,  although  his  deafness  prevented  him  from  taking 
any  share  in  general  conversation,  he  was  still  able  to  enjoy  the 
company  of  a  friend.  Mr.  Playfair  and  myself  were  both  wit- 
nesses of  the  acuteness  which  he  displayed  on  one  occasion,  in 
detecting  a  mistake,  by  no  means  obvious,  in  a  manuscript  of 
his  kinsman  David  Gregory,  on  the  subject  of  Prime  and 
Ultimate  Ratios.  Nor  had  his  temper  suffered  from  the  hand 
of  time,  either  in  point  of  gentleness  or  of  gaiety.  ^^  Instead  of 
repining  at  the  enjoyments  of  the  young,  he  delighted  in  pro- 
moting them ;  and^  after  all  the  losses  he  had  sustained  in  his 
own  family,  he  continued  to  treat  children  with  such  con- 
descension and  benignity,  that  some  very  young  ones  noticed 
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the  peculiar  kindness  of  his  eje.'^  In  apparent  soundness  and 
activity  of  body^  he  resembled  more  a  man  of  sixty  than  of 
eighty-seven. 

He  returned  to  Glasgow  in  his  usual  health  and  spirits,  and 
continued  for  some  wedos,  to  devote,  as  formerly,  a  r^ular  por- 
tion of  his  time  to  the  exercise  both  of  body  and  of  mind.  It 
appears,  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  Cleghom's  to  Dr.  Gregory,  that  he 
was  still  able  to  work  with  his  own  hands  in  his  garden ;  and 
he  was  found  by  Dr.  Brown  occupied  in  the  solution  of  an 
algebraical  problem  of  considerable  difficulty,  in  which,  after 
the  labour  of  a  day  or  two,  he  at  last  succeeded.  It  was  in  the 
course  of  the  same  short  interval,  that  he  committed  to  writing 
those  particulars  concerning  his  ancestors  which  I  have  already 
mentioned. 

This  active  and  useful  life  was  now,  however,  drawing  to  a 
conclusion.  A  violent  disorder  attacked  him  about  the  end  of 
September,  but  does  not  seem  to  have  occasioned  much  alarm 
to  those  about  him,  till  he  was  visited  by  Dr.  Cl^hom,  who 
soon  after  communicated  his  apprehensions  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Gregory.  Among  other  symptoms,  he  mentioned  particularly 
^  that  alteration  of  voice  and  features,  which,  though  not  easily 
described,  is  so  well  known  to  all  who  have  opportunities  of 
seeing  life  dose."  Dr.  Beid's  own  opinion  of  his  case  was  pro- 
bably the  same  with  that  of  his  physician,  as  he  expressed  to 
him  on  his  first  visit,  his  hope  that  he  was  ^  soon  to  get  his 
dismission."  After  a  severe  struggle,  attended  with  repeated 
strokes  of  palsy,  he  died  on  the  7th  of  October  following.  Dr. 
Gregory  had  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  visiting  his  vener- 
able friend  on  his  death-bed,  and  of  paying  him  this  unavailing 
mark  of  attachment,  before  his  powers  of  recollection  were 
entirely  gone. 

The  only  surviving  descendant  of  Dr.  Beid  is  Mrs.  Car- 
michael,  a  daughter  worthy  in  eveiy  respect  of  such  a  £Either, — 

I  have  borrowed  tbu  Bontenoe  from  I  had  occanan  frequently  to  ymfy  tbe 

a  just  and  elegant  character  of  Dr.  Beid,  tmth  of  the  obeerration  doring  hia  laat 

which  appeared  a  few  days  after  hia  visit  to  Edinburgh, 
death,  in  one  of  the  Glaagow  Joumala. 
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long  the  chief  comfort  and  support  of  his  old  age,  and  his 
anxious  nurse  in  his  last  moments.^ 

In  point  of  bodily  constitution,  few  men  have  been  more  in- 
debted to  nature  than  Dr.  Beid.  His  form  was  vigorous  and 
athletic,  and  his  muscular  force  (though  he  was  somewhat 
under  the  middle  size)  uncommonly  great; — advantages  to 
which  his  habits  of  temperance  and  exercise,  and  the  unclouded 
serenity  of  his  temper,  did  ample  justice.  EQs  countenance 
was  strongly  expressive  of  deep  and  collected  thought;  but 
when  brightened  up  by  the  face  of  a  friend,  what  chiefly  caught 
the  attention  was,  a  look  of  good  will  and  of  kindness.  A 
picture  of  him,  for  which  he  consented,  at  the  particular  re- 
quest of  Dr.  Gregory,  to  sit  to  Mr.  Baebum  during  his  last 
visit  to  Edinburgh,  is  generally  and  justly  ranked  among  the 
happiest  performances  of  that  excellent  artist.  The  medallion 
of  Tassie,  also,  for  which  he  sat  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his 
age,  presents  a  very  perfect  resemblance. 

I  have  little  to  add  to  what  the  foregoing  pages  contain  with 
respect  to  his  character.  Its  most  prominent  features  were, — 
intrepid  and  inflexible  rectitude ; — a  pure  and  devoted  attach- 
ment to  truth ; — and  an  entire  conunand  (acquired  by  the  un- 
wearied exertions  of  a  long  life)  over  all  his  passions.  Hence, 
in  those  parts  of  his  writings  where  his  subject  forces  him  to 
dispute  the  conclusions  of  others,  a  scrupulous  rejection  of 
every  expression  calculated  to  irritate  those  whom  he  was  anxi- 
ous to  convince,  and  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  good-humour 
towards  his  opponents,  from  which  no  asperity  on  their  part 
could  provoke  him,  for  a  moment,  to  deviate.  The  progress  of 
useful  knowledge,  more  especially  in  what  relates  to  human 
nature  and  to  human  life,  he  believed  to  be  retarded  rather 
than  advanced  by  the  intemperance  of  controversy,  and  to  be 
secured  most  effectually  when  intrusted  to  the  slow  but  irre- 
sistible influence  of  sober  reasoning.  That  the  argumentative 
talents  of  the  disputants  might  be  improved  by  such  alterca- 
tions, he  was  wilting  to  allow ;  but,  considered  in  their  con- 
nexion with  the  great  objects  which  all  classes  of  writers 

>  See  Note  F. 
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profess  equally  to  have  in  view,  he  was  convinced  "  that  they 
have  done  more  harm  to  the  practice,  than  they  have  done 
service  to  the  theory  of  morality.*^ 

In  private  life  no  man  ever  maintained,  more  eminently  or 
more  uniformly,  the  dignity  of  philosophy,  combining  with  the 
most  amiable  modesty  and  gentleness,  the  noblest  spirit  of  in- 
dependence. The  oidy  preferments  .which  he  ever  enjoyed,  he 
owed  to  the  unsolicited  fSftvour  of  the  two  learned  bodies  who 
successively  adopted  him  into  their  number ;  and  the  respect- 
able rank  which  he  supported  in  society,  was  the  well-eamed 
reward  of  his  own  aoademical  labours.  The  studies  in  which 
he  delighted  were  little  calculated  to  draw  on  him  the  patron- 
age of  the  great,  and  he  was  unskilled  in  the  art  of  courting 
advancement,  by  ^^  fashioning  his  doctrines  to  the  varying 
hour." 

As  a  philosopher,  his  genius  was  more  peculiarly  chaiac- 
terized  by  a  sound,  cautious,  distinguishiog  judgment, — by  a 
singular  patience  and  perseverance  of  thought, — and  by  habits 
of  the  most  fixed  and  concentrated  attention  to  his  own  mental 
operations ;  endowments  which,  although  not  the  most  splendid 
in  the  estimation  of  the  multitude,  would  seem  entitied,  from 
the  history  of  science,  to  rank  among  the  rarest  gifts  of  the 
mind. 

With  these  habits  and  powers,  he  united  (what  does  not 
always  accompany  them)  the  curiosity  of  a  naturalist,  and  the 
eye  of  an  observer;  and,  accordingly,  his  information  about 
everything  relating  to  physical  science,  and  to  the  useful  arts, 
was  extensive  and  accurate.  "BAb  memory  for  historical  details 
was  not  so  remarkable ;  and  he  used  sometimes  to  regret  the 
imperfect  degree  in  which  he  possessed  this  faculty.  I  am 
inclined,  however,  to  think,  that  in  doing  so  he  underrated 
his  natural  advantages ;  estimating  the  strength  of  memory, 
as  men  commonly  do,  rather  by  the  recollection  of  particular 
facts,  than  by  the  possession  of  those  general  conclusions,  from 
a  subserviency  to  which,  such  facts  derive  their  principal 
value. 

*  Preface  to  Pope*8  Este^  on  Menu 
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Towards  the  close  of  life,  indeed,  his  memory  was  much  less 
vigorous  than  the  other  powers  of  his  intellect,  in  none  of 
which  could  I  ever  perceive  any  symptom  of  decline.  His 
ardour  for  knowledge,  too,  remained  unextinguished  to  the 
last;  and,  when  cherished  by  the  society  of  the  young  and 
inquisitive,  seemed  even  to  increase  with  his  years.  What  is 
still  more  remarkable,  he  retained  in  extreme  old  age  all  the 
sympathetic  tenderness,  and  all  the  moral  sensibility  of  youth ; 
the  liveliness  of  his  emotions,  wherever  the  happiness  of  others 
was  concerned,  forming  an  affecting  contrast  to  his  own  uncon- 
querable firmness  under  the  severest  trials. 

Nor  was  the  sensibility  which  he  retained,  the  selfish  and 
sterile  offspring  of  taste  and  indolence.  It  was  alive  and  active, 
wherever  he  could  command  the  means  of  relieving  the  dis- 
tresses, or  of  adding  to  the  comforts  of  others,  and  was  often  felt 
in  its  effects  where  he  was  unseen  and  unknown.  Among  the 
various  proofs  of  this,  which  have  happened  to  &11  under  my 
own  knowledge,  I  cannot  help  mentioning  particularly  (upon 
the  most  unquestionable  authority)  the  secrecy  with  which  he 
conveyed  his  occasional  benefactions  to  his  former  parishioners 
at  New  Machar,  long  after  his  establishment  at  Glasgow. 
One  donation,  in  particular,  during  the  scarcity  of  1782) — a 
donation  which,  notwithstanding  all  his  precautions,  was  dis- 
tinctly traced  to  his  beneficence, — ^might  perhaps  have  been 
thought  disproportionate  to  his  limited  income,  had  not  his 
own  simple  and  moderate  habits  multiplied  the  resources  of 
his  humanity. 

His  opinions  on  the  most  important  subjects  are  to  be  found 
in  his  works ;  and  that  spirit  of  piety  which  animated  eveiy 
part  of  his  conduct,  forms  the  best  comment  on  their  practical 
tendency.  In  the  state  in  which  he  found  the  philosophical 
world,  he  believed  that  his  talents  could  not  be  so  usefully  em- 
ployed as  in  combating  the  schemes  of  those  who  aimed  at  the 
complete  subversion  of  religion,  both  natural  and  revealed ; — 
convinced  with  Dr.  Clarke,  that  "  as  Christianity  presupposes 
the  truth  of  Natural  Religion,  whatever  tends  to  discredit  the 
latter,  must  have  a  proportionally  greater  effect  in  weakening 
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the  authority  of  the  fonner."^  In  his  views  of  both  he  seems 
to  have  coincided  nearly  with  Bishop  Batler, — ^an  author  whom 
he  held  in  the  highest  estimation.  A  very  careful  abstract  of 
the  treatise  entitled  Analogy^  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Eeid^  many 
years  ago,  for  his  own  use,  still  exists  among  his  manuscripts ; 
and  the  idiort  DiasertoHon  on  Virtue  which  Butler  has  annexed 
to  that  work,  together  with  the  DUcoumea  en  Human  Natwrt 
published  in  his  volume  of  Befmuma,  he  used  always  to  recom- 
mend as  the  most  satisfactory  account  that  has  yet  appeared 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  Morals ;  nor  could  he  conceal 
his  regret,  that  the  profound  philosophy  which  these  Discourses 
contain,  should  of  late  have  been  so  generally  supplanted  in 
England  by  the  speculations  of  some  other  moralists,  who, 
while  they  profess  to  idolize  the  memory  of  Locke,  '^  approve 
little  or  nothing  in  his  writings  but  his  error&'' 

Deeply  impressed,  however,  as  he  was  with  his  own  prin- 
ciples, he  possessed  the  most  perfect  liberality  towards  all  whom 
he  believed  to  be  honestly  and  conscientiously  devoted  to  the 
search  of  trutL  With  one  very  distinguished  character,  the 
late  Lord  Eames,  he  lived  in  the  most  cordial  and  affectionate 
friendship,  notwithstanding  the  avowed  opposition  of  their 
sentiments  on  some  moral  questions,  to  which  he  attached  the 
greatest  importance.  Both  of  them,  however,  were  the  firiends 
of  virtue  and  of  mankind ;  and  both  were  able  to  temper  the 
warmth  of  free  discussion  with  the  forbearance  and  good 
humour  founded  on  reciprocal  esteem.  No  two  men,  certainly, 
ever  exhibited  a  more  striking  contrast  in  their  conversation, 
or  in  their  constitutional  tempers ; — ^the  one,  slow  and  cautious 
in  his  decisions,  even  on  those  topics  which  he  had  most  dili- 
gently studied;  reserved  and  silent  in  promiscuous  society; 
and  retaining,  after  all  his  literary  eminence,  the  same  simple 
and  unassuming  manners  which  he  brought  from  his  countiy 

*  CdUeOion  of  Papen  uhick  paued  Dr.  Clarke  applied  to  some  of  Mr. 
hehoeenLeamitzandCRarhe.  See  Dr.  Locke's  earlier  foUowen.  Thejareitill 
Clarke's  Dedication.  more  i^plicaUe  to  many  writers  of  the 

present  times.  See  Clarke's  Jtn<  iZepIy 

'I  have  adopted  here  tlie  words  which      to 
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residence; — the  other,  lively,  rapid,  and  communicative;  ac- 
customed, by  his  professional  pursuits,  to  wield  with  address 
the  weapons  of  controversy,  and  not  averse  to  a  trial  of  his 
powers  on  questions  the  most  foreign  to  his  ordinary  habits  of 
inquiry.  But  these  characteristical  differences,  while  to  their 
common  friends  they  lent  an  additional  charm  to  the  dis- 
tinguishing merits  of  each,  served  only  to  enliven  their  own 
social  intercourse,  and  to  cement  their  mutual  attachment 

I  recollect  few,  if  any  anecdotes,  of  Dr.  Beid,  which  appear 
to  me  calculated  to  throw  additional  light  on  his  character ; 
and  I  suspect  strongly,  that  many  of  those  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  biographical  publications,  are  more  likely  to  mislead 
than  to  inform.  A  triflmg  incident,  it  is  true,  may  sometimes 
paint  a  peculiar  feature  better  than  the  most  elaborate  descrip- 
tion ;  but  a  selection  of  incidents  really  characteristical,  pre- 
supposes,  in  the  observer,  a  rare  capacity  to  discriminate  and 
to  generalize ;  and  where  this  capacity  is  wanting,  a  biographer, 
with  the  most  scrupulous  attention  to  the  veracity  of  his  details, 
may  yet  convey  a  very  false  conception  of  the  individual  he 
would  describe.  As,  in  the  present  instance,  my  subject  afforded 
no  materials  for  such  a  choice,  I  have  attempted,  to  the  best  of 
my  abilities,  (instead  of  retailing  detached  fragments  of  con- 
versations, or  recording  insulated  and  unmeaning  occurrences,) 
to  communicate  to  others  the  general  impressions  which  Dr. 
Beid's  character  has  left  on  my  own  mind.  In  this  attempt,  I  am 
far  from  being  confident  that  I  have  succeeded ;  but,  how  barren 
soever  I  may  have  thus  rendered  my  pages  in  the  estimation 
of  those  who  consider  biography  merely  in  the  light  of  an 
amusing  tale,  I  have,  at  least,  the  satisfaction  to  think,  that 
my  picture,  though  faint  in  the  colouring,  does  not  present 
a  distorted  resemblance  of  the  original 

The  confidential  correspondence  of  an  individual  with  his 
friends,  affords  to  the  student  of  human  nature  materials  of 
far  greater  authenticity  and  importance ; — ^more  particularly, 
the  correspondence  of  a  man  like  Dr.  Beid,  who  will  not  be 
suspected  by  those  who  knew  him,  of  accommodating  his  letters 
(as  has  been  alleged  of  Cicero)  to  the  humours  and  principles 
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of  thoee  whom  he  addressecL  I  am  fer,  at  the  same  time^  fixnn 
thinkmg,  that  the  coirespondenoe  of  Dr.  Beid  would  be  geiie- 
lally  inteiestiDg,  or  even  that  he  excelled  in  this  specieB  of 
writing ;  but  few  men,  I  sincerely  believe,  who  have  written 
80  much,  have  left  behind  them  such  unUemished  memorials 
of  their  virtue. 

At  present,  I  shall  only  transcribe  two  letters,  which  I  select 
from  a  considerable  number  now  lying  before  me,  as  they  seem 
to  accord,  more  than  the  others,  with  the  general  design  of  this 
Memoir.  The  first  (which  is  dated  Januaiy  13,  1779)  is 
addressed  to  the  Beverend  William  Gregory,  (late  Bector  of 
St.  Andrew's,  Canterbury,)  then  an  Undergraduate  in  Balliol 
College,  Oxford.  It  relates  to  a  remarkable  peculiarity  in  Dr. 
Beid's  physical  temperament,  connected  with  the  subject  of 
dreaming;  and  is  farther  interesting  as  a  genuine  record  of 
some  particulars  in  hb  early  habits,  in  which  it  is  easy  to 
perceive  the  openings  of  a  superior  mind. 

^  The  fact  which  your  brother  the  Doctor  desires  to  be  in* 
formed  of,  was  as  you  mention  it  As  far  as  I  remember  the 
circumstances,  they  were  as  follow : — 

^^  About  the  age  of  fourteen,  I  was,  almost  every  night,  un- 
happy in  my  sleep  from  frightful  dreams.  Sometimes  hanging 
over  a  dreadful  precipice,  and  just  ready  to  drop  down ;  some- 
times pursued  for  my  life,  and  stopped  by  a  wall,  or  by  a  sud- 
den loss  of  all  strength ;  sometimes  ready  to  be  devoured  by  a 
wild  beast  How  long  I  was  plagued  with  such  dreams  I  do  not 
now  recollect  I  believe  it  was  for  a  year  or  two  at  least ;  and 
I  think  they  had  quite  left  me  before  I  was  sixteen.  In  those 
days,  I  was  much  given  to  what  Mr.  Addison  in  one  of  his 
Spectators  calls  Castle-butlding ;  and  in  my  evening  solitary 
walk,  which  was  generally  all  the  exercise  I  took,  my  thoughts 
would  hurry  me  into  some  active  scene,  where  I  generally 
acquitted  myself  much  to  my  own  satisfaction ;  and  in  these 
scenes  of  imagination,  I  performed  many  a  gallant  exploit  At 
the  same  time,  in  my  dreams  I  found  myself  the  most  arrant 
coward  that  ever  was.  Not  only  my  courage,  but  my  strength, 
failed  me  in  every  danger ;  and  I  often  rose  from  my  bed  in  the 
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morning  in  such  a  panic,  that  it  took  some  time  to  got  the 
better  of  it.  I  wished  very  much  to  get  free  of  these  uneasy 
dreams,  which  not  only  made  me  unhappy  in  sleep,  but  often 
left  a  disagreeable  impression  in  my  mind  for  some  part  of  the 
following  day.  I  thought  it  was  worth  trying,  whether  it  was 
possible  to  recollect  that  it  was  all  a  dream,  and  that  I  was  in 
no  real  danger.  I  often  went  to  sleep  with  my  mind  as  strongly 
impressed  as  I  could  with  this  thought,  that  I  never  in  my  life- 
time was  in  any  real  danger,  and  that  every  fright  I  had  was  a 
dream.  After  many  fruitless  endeavours  to  recollect  this  when 
the  danger  appeared,  I  effected  it  at  last,  and  have  often,  when 
I  was  sliding  over  a  precipice  into  the  abyss,  recollected  that  it 
was  all  a  dream,  and  boldly  jumped  down.  The  effect  of  this 
commonly  was,  that  I  immediately  awoke.  But  I  awoke  calm 
and  intrepid,  which  I  thought  a  great  acquisition.  After  this, 
my  dreams  were  never  very  uneasy ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  I 
dreamed  not  at  alL 

"  During  all  this  time  I  was  in  perfect  health ;  but  whether 
my  ceasing  to  dream  was  the  effect  of  the  recollection  above 
mentioned,  or  of  any  change  in  the  habit  of  my  body,  which  is 
usual  about  that  period  of  life,  I  cannot  tell.  I  think  it  may 
more  probably  be  imputed  to  the  last.  However,  the  fact  was, 
that,  for  at  least  forty  years  after,  I  dreamed  none,  to  the  best 
of  my  remembrance :  and  finding,  from  the  testimony  of  others, 
that  this  is  somewhat  uncommon,  I  have  often,  as  soon  as  I 
awoke,  endeavoured  to  recollect,  without  being  able  to  recollect, 
anything  that  passed  in  my  sleep.  For  some  years  past,  I  can 
sometimes  recollect  some  kind  of  dreaming  thoughts,  but  so 
incoherent  that  I  can  make  nothing  of  them. 

'^  The  only  distinct  dream  I  ever  had  since  I  was  about 
sixteen,  as  far  as  I  remember,  was  about  two  years  ago.  I  had 
got  my  head  blistered  for  a  fall.  A  plaster  which  was  put  upon 
it  after  the  blister,  pained  me  excessively  for  a  whole  night  In 
the  morning  I  slept  a  little,  and  dreamed  very  distinctly,  that  I 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  party  of  Indians,  and  was  scalped. 

^'  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  as  there  is  a  state  of  sleep,  and  a 
state  wherein  we  are  awake,  so  there  is  an  intermediate  state, 

VOL.  X.  X 
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which  partakes  of  the  other  two.  If  a  man  peremptorily  re- 
solves to  rise  at  an  early  hour  for  some  interesting  purpose,  he 
will  of  himself  awake  at  that  hour.  A  sick-nurse  gets  the  habit 
of  sleeping  in  such  a  manner,  that  she  hears  the  least  whisper 
of  the  sick  person,  and  yet  is  refreshed  by  this  kind  of  half 
sleep.  The  same  is  the  case  of  a  nurse  who  sleeps  with  a 
child  in  her  arms.  I  have  slept  on  horseback,  but  so  as  to 
preserve  my  balance;  and  if  the  horse  stumbled,  I  could 
make  the  exertion  necessary  for  saving  me  from  a  Ml,  as  if  I 
was  awake. 

''  I  hope  the  sciences  at  your  good  University  are  not  in  this 
state.  Yet,  from  so  many  learned  men,  so  much  at  their  ease, 
one  would  expect  something  more  than  we  hear  oL" 

For  the  other  letter,  I  am  indebted  to  one  of  Dr.  Beid's  most 
intimate  friends,  [Dr.  James  Gregory,]  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed, in  the  year  1784,  on  occasion  of  the  melancholy  event 
to  which  it  alludes. 

''  I  sympathize  with  you  very  sincerely  in  the  loss  of  a  most 
amiable  wife.  I  judge  of  your  feelings  by  the  impression  she 
made  upon  my  own  heart,  on  a  very  diort  acquaintance.  But 
all  the  blessings  of  this  world  are  transient  and  uncertain ;  and 
it  would  be  but  a  melancholy  scene,  if  there  were  no  prospect 
of  another. 

^  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  admire  the  resignation  and 
fortitude  of  young  persons,  even  of  the  weaker  sex,  in  the  views 
of  death,  when  their  imagination  is  filled  with  all  the  gay 
prospects  which  the  world  presents  at  that  period.  I  have 
been  witness  to  instances  of  this  kind,  which  I  thought  truly 
heroic,  and  I  hear  Mrs.  G gave  a  remarkable  one. 

^^  To  see  the  soul  increase  in  vigour  and  wisdom,  and  in  ever}' 
amiable  quality,  when  health  and  strength  and  animal  spirits 
decay ;  when  it  is  to  be  torn  by  violence  from  all  that  filled  the 
imagination,  and  flattered  hope,  is  a  spectacle  truly  grand,  and 
instructive  to  the  surviving.  To  think,  that  the  soul  perishes 
in  that  fatal  moment,  when  it  is  purified  by  this  fiery  trial,  and 
fitted  for  the  noblest  exertions  in  another  state,  is  an  opinion 
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which  I  cannot  help  looking  down  upon  with  contempt  and 
disdain. 

^'  In  old  people,  there  is  no  more  merit  in  leaving  this  world 
with  perfect  acquiescence,  than  in  rising  from  a  feast  after  one 
is  full.  When  I  have  before  me  the  prospect  of  the  infirmities, 
the  distresses  and  the  peevishness  of  old  age,  and  when  I  have 
already  received  more  than  my  share  of  the  good  things  of  this 
life,  it  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  to  be  anxious  about  prolong- 
ing it ;  but  when  I  was  four-and-twenty,  to  have  had  no  anxiety 
for  its  continuance,  would,  I  think,  have  required  a  noble  effort 
Such  efforts  in  those  that  are  caUed  to  make  them,  surely  shall 
not  lose  their  reward.'' 

I  have  now  finished  all  that  the  limits  of  my  plan  permit 
me  to  offer  here,  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  this  excellent 
person.  In  the  details  which  I  have  stated,  both  with  respect 
to  his  private  life  and  his  scientific  pursuits,  I  have  dwelt  chiefly 
on  such  circumstances  as  appeared  to  me  most  likely  to  interest 
the  readers  of  his  works,  by  illustrating  his  character  as  a  man, 
and  his  views  as  an  author.  Of  his  merits  as  an  instructor  of 
youth,  I  have  said  but  little;  partly  from  a  wish  to  avoid 
unnecessary  diff useness,  but  chiefly  from  my  anxiety  to  enlarge 
on  those  still  more  important  labours,  of  which  he  has  be- 
queathed the  fruits  to  future  ages.  And  yet^  ha4  he  left  no 
such  monument  to  perpetuate  his  name,  the  fidelity  and  zeal 
with  which  he  discharged,  during  so  long  a  period,  the  obscure 
but  momentous  duties  of  his  official  station,  would,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  wise  and  good,  have  ranked  him  in  the  first  order 
of  useful  citizens.  "  Nee  enim  is  solus  reipublicsB  prodest,  qui 
candidates  extrahit,  et  tuetur  reos,  et  de  pace  belloque  censet ; 
sed  qui  juventutem  e^diortatur ;  qui,  in  tantfi  bonorum  praecep- 
torum  inopia,  virtute  instruit  animos ;  qui,  ad  pecuniam  luxuri- 
amque  cursu  ruentes  prensat  ac  retrahit,  et,  si  nihil  aliud,  certe 
moratur :  in  privato,  publicum  negotium  agit"^ 

In  concluding  this  Memoir,  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned,  if, 
for  once,  I  give  way  to  a  personal  feeling,  while  I  express  the 

1  Seneca,  De  TranquiUUate,  Cap.  iii. 
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BatififactioD  with  which  I  now  close  finally  my  attempts  as  a 
Biographer.  Those  which  I  have  already  made  were  imposed 
on  me  by  the  irresistible  calls  of  duty  and  attachment ;  and, 
feeble  as  they  are,  when  compared  with  the  magnitude  of  sab- 
jects  80  splendid  and  so  various,  they  have  encroached  deeply 
on  that  small  portion  of  literary  leisure  which  indispensable 
engagements  allow  me  to  command.  I  cannot,  at  the  same 
time,  be  insensible  to  the  gratification  of  having  endeavoured 
to  associate,  in  some  degree,  my  name  with  three  of  the  greatest 
which  have  adorned  this  age; — happy,  if  without  deviating 
intentionally  from  truth  I  may  have  succeeded,  however  im- 
perfectly, in  my  wish,  to  gratify,  at  once,  the  curiosity  of  the 
public,  and  to  soothe  the  recollections  of  surviving  fiienda 
But  I,  too,  have  designs  and  enterprises  of  my  own ;  and  the 
execution  of  these  (which,  alas  I  swell  in  magnitude  as  the 
time  for  their  accomplishment  hastens  to  a  period)  claims  at 
length  an  undivided  attention.  Yet  I  should  not  look  back  on 
the  past  with  regret,  if  I  could  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  facts 
which  it  has  been  my  province  to  record, — by  displaying  those 
fair  rewards  of  extensive  usefulness,  and  of  permanent  fame, 
which  talents  and  industry,  when  worthily  directed,  cannot  fail 
to  secure, — ^may  contribute,  in  one  single  instance,  to  foster  the 
proud  and  virtuous  independence  of  genius ;  or,  amidst  the 
gloom  of  poverty  and  solitude,  to  gild  the  distant  prospect  of 
the  unfriended  scholar,  whose  laurels  are  now  slowly  ripening 
in  the  unnoticed  privacy  of  humble  lifa 
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Note  A,  p.  247. 

Ih  the  account  given  in  the  text  of  Dr.  Beid's  anceitora,  I  have  ibllow«d 
Bcrnpnlonslj  the  information  contained  in  his  own  memorandumB.  I  have  some 
BUBpicion,  howeyer,  that  he  haa  committed  a  mistake  with  respect  to  the  name  of 
the  translator  of  6achanan*B  Hiatoryt  which  would  appear,  from  the  MS.  in 
Glasgow  College,  to  have  heen — not  Adam,  but  John.  At  the  same  lime,  as  this 
last  statement  rests  on  an  authority  altogether  unknown,  (being  written  in  a  hand 
different  from  the  rest  of  the  MS.,)  there  is  a  possibility  Uiat  Dr.  Beid's  account 
may  be  correct ;  and,  therefore,  I  hare  thought  it  advisable,  in  a  matter  of  so  very 
trifling  consequence,  to  adhere  to  it  in  preference  to  the  other. 

The  following  particulars  with  respect  to  Thomas  Beid  are  copied  from  Dempster, 
a  contemporary  writer,  whose  details  concerning  his  countrymen,  it  must,  however, 
be  confessed,  are  not  always  to  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

"  Thomas  Beidus  Aberdonensis,  pueritisB  mess  et  infantilis  otii  sub  Thoma 
Cargillo  collega,  Lovanii  literas  in  schola  Lipsii  serid  didicit,  quas  magno  nomine 
in  Germania  docuit,  cams  Principibus.  Londini  diu  in  comitatu  humanissimi  ac 
clarissimi  viri,  Fulconis  Grevilli,  Begii  ConsOiarii  Interioris  et  AnglisB  Proqus»- 
Btoris,  egit:  turn  ad  amicitiam  Begis,  eodem  Fulcone  deducente,  evectus,  inter 
Palatinos  admissus,  &  Literis  Latinis  Begi  fiiit.  Scripeit  multa,  ut  est  magn&  indole 
et  varii  eruditione,"  &c. — "  Ex  aula  se,  nemine  conscio,  nuper  proripuit,  dum  illi 
omnia  festinati  honoris  augmenta  singuli  ominarentur,  nee  quid  deinde  egerit  aut 
quo  locorum  se  contulerit  quisquam  indicare  potuit.  Multi  suspicabantur,  tadio 
aulas  affectum,  monasticie  quieti  seipsum  tradidisse,  sub  annum  1618.  Bumor 
postea  fiiit  in  aulam  rediisse,  et  meritissimis  honoribns  redditum,  sed  nunquam  id 
consequetur  quod  virtus  promeretur.**^ 

What  was  the  judgment  of  Thomas  Beid*B  own  times  with  respect  to  his  genius, 
and  what  their  hopes  of  his  posthumous  fame,  may  be  collected  from  an  Elegy  on 
his  death  by  his  learned  countryman  [Sir]  Bobert  Aytonn.  Already,  before  the 
lapse  of  two  hundred  years,  some  apology,  alas !  may  be  thought  necessaiy  for  an 
attempt  to  rescue  his  name  from  total  oblivion. 

Aytonn 's  Elegy  on  Beid  is  referred  to  in  terms  very  flattering  both  to  its  author 
and  to  its  subject,  by  the  editor  of  the  Collection  entitled  Bo9tainaa  Scotomm 

>  HUtoria  EedertaiUea  GentU  Seotarum,  Lib.  xrt.  p.  87t 
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Muia  Baerm.^-~"In  cbiium  Thoma  Bheidi  [Bktedi\  ^pieedum  eztat  degBntMn. 
mmn  Boberti  ATtooi,  viri  literifl  ao  dignitate  cUrianmi,  in  DdUii$  Fottatrmm 
SooUmun,  nbi  et  ipeins  qnoqne  poem«U,  paDcoIa  qaidem  ilk,  «ed  Ye&nita,  aed 
eleganiia,  oomparent** 

The  only  works  of  Alexander  Beid  of  which  I  have  heard,  are  Chifwrgioid 
Lettwrf  oi»  Tumon  and  Uleer$,  London,  1636 ;  and  a  Dreatise  qf  the  Fint  Part 
of  Ohirurgerie,  London,  16S8.  He  appean  to  have  been  the  phyaiciaa  and  fiiend 
of  the  celebrated  mathematician  Thomas  Harriot,  of  whose  interesting  history  so 
little  was  known,  till  the  recent  discoTery  of  his  mannscripts  by  Mr.  Zach  of 
Ssze-Gotha. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  the  careleis  or  capridoos  ortbognphy  formerly  so 
common  in  writing  proper  names,  occurs  in  the  di£krent  indiTidoals  to  whom  this 
note  refers.  Sometamee  the  family  name  is  written — Beid;  on  other  oocasiotts, 
i^teds.  Bead,  Ekead,  or  Ehaid;  [In  Latin,  Bhadw,  Bheidus,  BMu$,  &c  •] 

NoTB  B,  pw  248. 

Br.  Tnniboll's  work  on  Moral  Philosophy  was  published  at  London  in  1740. 
As  I  have  only  tamed  over  a  few  pages,  I  cannot  say  anything  with  respect  to  its 
merits.  The  mottos  on  the  title-page  are  corions,  when  considered  in  connexion 
with  those  inquiries  which  his  pnpil  afterwsrds  prosecuted  with  so  much  soooess ; 
and  may,  perhaps  without  his  perceiving  it,  have  had  some  effect  in  soggestmg 
to  him  that  plan  of  philosophizing  which  he  so  systematically  and  so  happily 
pursued. 

"  If  Natural  Philosophy,  in  all  its  parts,  by  pursuing  this  method,  shall  at  length  be 
perfected,  the  bounds  of  Moral  Philosophy  will  also  be  enlarged." — ^Newton^ 


*'  AcoooDl  for  Moral,  m  for  NstonU  thin^"— AigM: 

For  the  opinion  of  a  very  competent  judge  with  respect  to  the  merits  of  the 
IVeotise  on  Andad  Painting,  vide  Hogarth's  Print,  entitled,  Beer-Lane. 

NoTB  C,  p.  262. 

James  Moor,  LL.D.,  Author  of  a  veiy  ingenious  IVagment  on  Greek  Grammar, 
and  of  .other  philological  Essays.  He  was  also  distinguished  by  a  profound 
acquaintance  with  ancient  Geometry.  Dr.  Simson,  an  excellent  judge  of  his 
merits  both  in  literature  and  science,  has  somewhere  honoured  him  with  the  fol- 
lowing encomium : — "  Tum  in  Mathesi,  turn  in  GrsBcis  literis  multnm  et  feliciter 
versatus.** 

Alexander  Wilson,  M  J).,  and  Patrick  Wilson,  Esq.,  well  known  over  Europe  by 
Uteir  Obeervationt  on  the  Solar  Spots,  and  many  other  valuable  memoirs. 

Note  D,  p.  287. 

A  writer  of  great  talents,  (after  having  reproached  Dr.  Beid  with  "  a  gross 
ignorance,  disgraceful  to  the  Unrversity  of  which  he  was  a  member/')  boasts  of  the 

•  iBm  alto  Boid'B  Colketa  Workt,  pp.  Sff,  86, 38.] 
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trifling  expenie  of  time  and  thought  which  it  had  cost  himself  to  OYertnTn  his 
Philosophy.  "  Dr.  Oswald  is  pleased  to  pay  me  a  compliment  in  saying,  that  '  I 
might  employ  myself  to  more  advantage  to  the  public,  by  pursuing  other  branches 
of  science,  than  by  deciding  rashly  on  a  subject  which  he  sees  I  hare  not  studied.' 
In  return  to  this  compliment,  I  shall  not  afiront  him  by  telling  him  how  very 
little  of  my  time  this  business  has  hitherto  taken  up.  If  he  alludes  to  my  e^qteri- 
meniSf  I  can  assure  him  that  I  have  lost  no  time  at  all ;  for  having  been  intent 
upon  such  as  require  the  use  of  a  burning  lens,  I  believe  I  have  not  lost  one  hour 
of  sunshine  on  this  account.  And  the  public  may  perhaps  he  informed,  some  time 
or  other,  of  what  I  have  been  doing  in  the  fufi,  as  weU  as  in  the  shade.^*^ 

Note  E,  p.  304. 

The  following  strictures  on  Dr.  Priestley's  .Gseomtnalum,  &c.,  are  copied  from  a 
very  judicious  note  in  Dr.  Campbell's  PkQMophy  of  EhetoriCt  Vol.  I.  p.  Ill,  [Book 
I.  chap,  v.] 

..."  I  shall  only  subjoin  two  remarks  on  this  book.  The  fint  is,^That  the 
author,  through  the  whole,  confounds  two  things  totally  distinct,— certain  associa- 
tions of  ideas,  and  certain  judgments  implying  belief,  which,  though  in  icfme^ 
are  not  in  all  cases,  and  therefore  not  neees9air%ly  connected  with  association. 
And  if  so,  merely  to  account  for  the  association,  is  in  no  case  to  account  for  the 
belief  with  which  it  is  attended.  Nay,  admitting  his  plea,  (p.  86,)  that  by  the 
principle  of  association,  not  only  the  ideas,  but  the  concomitant  belief  may  be 
accounted  for,  even  this  does  not  invalidate  the  doctrine  he  impugns.  For,  let  it 
be  observed,  that  it  is  one  thing  to  assign  a  cause,  which,  from  the  mechanism  of 
our  nature,  has  given  rise  to  a  particular  tenet  of  belief,  and  another  thing  to  pro- 
duce a  reason  by  which  the  understanding  has  been  convinced.  Now,  unless  this 
be  done  as  to  the  principles  in  question,  they  must  be  considered  as  primaiy  truths 
in  respect  of  the  understanding,  which  never  deduced  them  from  other  truths,  and 
which  is  under  a  necessity,  in  all  her  moral  reasonings,  of  founding  upon  them.  In 
fact,  to  give  any  other  account  of  our  conviction  of  them,  is  to  confirm,  instead  of 
confuting  the  doctrine,  that  in  all  argumentation  they  must  be  regarded  as  primaiy 
truths,  or  truths  which  reason  never  inferred  through  any  medium,  from  other 
truths  previously  perceived. — My  second  remark  is, — ^That  though  this  ezsminer 
has,  from  Dr.  Reid,  given  us  a  catalogue  of  first  principles,  which  he  deems 
unworthy  of  the  honourable  place  assigned  them,  he  has  nowhere  thought  proper 
to  give  ns  a  list  of  those  self-evident  truths,  which,  by  his  own  account,  and  in  his 
own  express  words,  'must  be  assumed  as  the  foundation  of  all  our  reasoning.* 
How  much  light  might  have  been  thrown  upon  the  subject  by  the  contrast ! 
Perhaps  we  should  have  been  enabled,  on  the  comparison,  to  discover  some 
distinctive  characters  in  his  genuine  axioms,  which  would  have  preserved  us  from 
the  danger  of  confounding  them  with  their  spurious  ones.  Nothing  is  more  evident 
than  that,  in  whatever  regards  matter  of  fact,  the  mathematical  axioms  will  not 
answer.  These  are  purely  fitted  for  evolving  the  abstract  relations  of  quantity. 
This  he  in  effect  owns  himself,  (p.  39.)  It  would  have  been  obliging,  then,  and 
would  have  greatly  contributed  to  shorten  the  controversy,  if  he  had  given  us,  at 
*  PrietUey'i  ExamitiatUm  ^ReUTt  Inquirp,  Ac.  p.  357.    Bee  alto  pp.  101, 102,  of  the  ■!&•  woik. 
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least,  •  ■padmen  of  thoae  ael^iidMit  principlea,  wbich,  in  bta  aatfanatioii,  are  Ilia 
fumphu  uUra  of  moral  reaaoomg." 

KoTB  F,  >  81& 

Dr.  Baid*8  father,  the  Bay.  Lewis  Beid,  married,  hr  hia  aeoond  wife,  Jaset, 
dsaghter  of  Mr.  Fraaer  of  Phopachj,  in  the  ooontf  of  InTemeaa.  A  daaghter  of 
thia  marriage  ia  atill  aliye, — the  wife  of  the  Bot.  Alexander  Leslie,  and  the 
mother  of  the  Bar.  Jamea  Lealie,  ministera  of  Fordoan.  To  the  latter  of  theae 
gentlemen  I  am  indebted  ibr  tlie  greater  iMui  of  the  information  I  hsTO  been  aUa 
to  collect  with  reapect  to  Dr.  Beid,  preTiona  to  his  remoral  to  Glaagow ; — ^Mr. 
Leslie's  regard  for  the  memoiy  of  hia  ancle  hsTing  prompted  him,  not  only  to 
transmit  to  me  saoh  partacnlara  aa  had  iUlen  under  his  own  knowledge,  bnt  some 
▼aloable  letters  on  the  ssme  subject,  which  he  procnred  from  his  relationa  and 
frienda  in  the  north. 

For  all  the  membera  of  thia  moat  reapectable  fiimily,  Dr.  Beid  entertained  the 
atroDgest  sentiments  of  affBction  and  regard.  During  aereral  jeara  before  his 
death,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Leslie's  wss  n  constant  inmate  of  hia  honae,  and  added 
much  to  the  happineaa  of  hia  small  domestio  circle. 

Another  daughter  of  Mr.  Lewis  Beid  was  married  to  the  Bev.  John  Boae, 
minister  of  IJdny.  She  died  in  1793.  In  this  connezioo,  Dr.  Beid  waa  no  kaa 
fortunate  than  in  the  former ;  and  to  Mr.  Boss  I  am  indebted  for  isToura  of  the 
aame  kind  with  those  which  I  have  already  acknowledged  from  Mr.  Leslie. 

The  widow  of  Mr.  Lewis  Beid  died  in  1798,  in  the  eighty-aerenth  year  of  her 
age,  baring  surrived  her  step-son,  Dr.  Beid,  more  than  a  year. 

The  limita  within  which  I  was  obliged  to  confine  my  biographical  detaila,  pra> 
▼anted  me  from  availing  myself  of  many  intereating  circumatancea  which  ware 
communicated  to  me  ilirough  the  authentic  channels  which  I  have  now  mentioned. 
But  I  cannot  omit  this  opportuni^  of  returning  to  my  difierent  oorrespondents,  my 
warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  pleasure  and  instruction  which  I  reoeiTed  from 
their  letters. 

Mr.  Jardine,  also,  the  learned  Professor  of  Logic  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
a  gentleman  who,  for  many  yean,  lived  in  habits  of  the  most  confidential  intima^ 
with  Dr.  Beid  and  his  family,  is  entitled  to  my  best  thanks  for  his  obliging  atten- 
tion  to  various  queries,  which  I  took  the  liberty  to  prepoee  to  him,  concerning  the 
history  of  our  common  firiend. 
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Albxbbbt,  nee  D'Alembert 

AmeruiOf  Hiatory  of^  by  Dr.  Robeitaon, 
its  poblication,  149 ;  plan  of  the  work, 
lb.;  lettera  relative  to,  160-155;  its 
peculiar  exceUencies,  155-158;  per- 
haps, howoTer,  more  open  to  censure 
than  any  of  Dr.  Booerston's  other 
writings,  158;  his  labours  gratefully 
commemorated  in  Spain,  159;  the 
original  plan  not  completed,  i6. 

Anatomy,  study  of,  as  an  introduction  to 
mental  philosophy,  283. 

Ancients,  their  merits  in  regard  to 
Moral  Philosophy,  16;  their  narrow 
views  of  the  science  of  Politics,  54; 
uniformly  ascribed  the  decline  of  states 
to  the  influence  of  riches,  57 ;  contrast 
between  the  spirit  of  ancient  and  of 
modem  policy  respecting  the  wealth 
of  nations,  t&. ;  causes  of  this  differ- 
ence, 57,  58. 

Argenson,  (Marquis  d',)  on  his  maxim, 
Pom  trip  muverner^  93. 

Asgil)  (Mr.  John,  M.P.,)  anticipated  the 
Economists,  91. 

Avtoun,  (Sir  Robert,)  his  Elegy  on 
'Thomas  Beid,  325,  326. 


Bacon,  (Lord,)  quoted  on  Plato— his 
words  applied  to  Adam  Smith,  7  ;  on 
the  science  of  legislation,  56 ;  noticed, 
70;  his  inductive  method  first  ap- 
plied by  Beid  to  mental  philosophy, 
258 ;  not  fully  applied  by  Hume,  ib. ; 
quoted,  260  ;  Beid's  high  estimate  of, 
266 ;  consideration  of  his  merits,  267- 
269,  272,  273 ;  aphorism  of,  on  influ- 
ence of  language,  273 ;  adduced  on 
mental  culture,  280 ;  quoted,  288. 

Baird,  (Mr.  George,)  letter  of  Smith  to, 
touching  Ward's  Eeeay  en  Orammar, 
85,86. 


Baring,  (Sir  Frands,)  pronoonoed  Ben- 
tham*s  Defenoe  of  Unary  to  be  un- 
answerable, 96. 

Barnard,  (Dr.,)  quotation  from  his  Versas 
addressed  to  Sir  Jaekua  Beynolde 
and  hie  Friende^  71. 

Beattie,  (Dr.,)  his  use  of  the  phraae  com- 
mon sense,  805. 

Bentham,  his  Defence  of  Uewryf  95,  96. 

Berkeley,  his  ideal  system  at  one  time 
embraced  by  Dr.  Beid,  255,  256; 
quoted,  309. 

Birch,  (Dr.,)  quotations  from  letters  of, 
on  Kobertson's  favourable  opinion  of 
Queen  Mary,  120,  219. 

Black,  (Dr.,)  one  of  Smithes  executors, 
80,97. 

Blair,  (Dr.,)  the  friend  through  whom 
Beid  transmitted  his  Inquiry  to  Hume, 
256. 

Blavet,  (Abb4,)  translated  into  French, 
Smith's  Theory  of  Moral  SenttmenU, 
86. 

Bolingbroke,  (Lord,)  his  paraphrase  of 
a  passage  in  Bacon  touching  mental 
culture,  280. 

BufiBer,  (Fa^er.)  one  of  the  first  to  in- 
troduce the  pnrase  common  sense  into 
the  language  of  logic,  304,  805. 

Burke,  (Eklmund,)  quoted  on  legislation, 
93 ;  letter  of  to  Dr.  Bobertson  on  his 
Hietory  of  America,  153-155 ;  criti 
cism  of  Bobertson's  style,  229,  230 
remarks  on  his  own  s^le,  230,  231 
quoted  on  the  advantages  of  a  study 
of  mental  philosophy,  309. 


Campbell,  (Dr.,)  quoted  against  Priest- 
ley, 827. 

Campomanes,  (Don  Pedro  Bodriguei 
de,)  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Bobertson,  238, 
239. 
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Carijle,  (Dr.,)  ftmishet  infofmatioii  in 
regard  to  the  Msociatbn  called  the 
SSsdSodeiv,  203-207. 

Garmichael,  (Mtb^)  daughter  of  Dr. 
Beid,  notices  of.  312-314. 

Carmiciiael,  (Patrick,  ILD.,)  eon-m-law 
of  Dt.  Reid,  notioB  of,  312. 

Gary,  (John,)  coincidence  of  his  arffo- 
ment  aeainst  corporations  with  that 
of  the  Economists,  88. 

Cathcart,  (Lord,)  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Bobeii- 
Bon,  urging  him  to  write  a  History  of 
England,  133,  134;  Bohertsoii*s  re- 
ply, 184,  135. 

CmoUcs,  (Roman,)  repeal  of  the  penal 
laws  against,  relative  debate  in  the 
Qenend  Assembly  of  the  Ghoxxsh  of 
Scotland,  with  speech  of  Dr.  Robert- 
son on  the  occasion,  187-191. 

OkoHsi  the  Fifth,  Mittary  of,  by  Dr. 
Robertson,  remarks  on,  133-148 ;  let- 
ters relative  to,  139-143 ;  trsnslated 
into  French  by  M.  Snard,  143,  220, 
221 ;  peculiar  excellencies  of  this  his- 
tory, 144-147  ;  letter  of  Baron  d'Hol- 
bach  on  the  choice  of  a  tranalator, 
220,  221. 

Chesterfield,  (Lord,)  on  Dr.  Robertson's 
style,  230. 

Child,  (Sir  Joeiah,)  coinddenoe  of  his 
argnment  against  corporations  with 
that  of  the  Economists,  88. 

Cicero,  his  arpiment  against  the  theo- 
ries of  Epicims,  deduced  from  his 
private  lite,  225,  226;  quoted  on 
capacity  of  abstract  reflection,  287. 

Clarke,  (Dr.,)  referred  the  perception  of 
right  and  wrong  to  reason,  16 ;  quoted 
on  natoral  religion,  317,  318. 

Coke,  (Lord,)  on  freedom  of  trade,  88, 97. 

Commercial  or  Mercantile  System,  on, 
61,  seg. ;  its  two  expedients  for  enrich- 
ing a  nation — by  restraining  importa- 
tion and  encouraging  exportation,  61 ; 
this  system  grounded  on  prqndices, 
88,  seg. 

Common  Sense,  on  Dr.  Reid*s  theoiy  of, 
303-308 ;  Priestley  on  this  point  seems 
to  agree  in  substance  with  Reid,  303, 
334;  Stewart  would  substitute  the 
expression /uiuZaniaitoZ  knot  of  Au* 
man  heUeftat  Reid's  prinaiple$  (^ com- 
mon sente,  304 ;  Fattier  Huffier  one  of 
the  first  to  use  the  phrase  in  a  techni- 
cal sense,  304, 305 :  since  adopted  by 
Reid,  Oswald,  and  Beattie,  305. 

Ccodorcet,  (M.,)  agrees  with  Reid  tm  to 
our  belief  in  the  continuanoa  of  the 
present  course  of  nature,  297. 


Condorcet,  (Madame  de,)  translated  into 
French,  Smith's  Tkeonf  qf  MonA 
£di<»fii«ii(f,  87. 

Grosbie,  (Mr.  Andrew,}  an  opponent  of 
Dr.  Robertson  in  the  Qeneral  As- 
sembly, 194. 

Codworth,  (Dr.,)  his  writings  in  oppon- 
tion  to  those  of  Hobbes,  the  chief 
cause  of  the  discussions  on  the  prin- 
ciple  of  moral  approbation,  16 ;  re- 
fwred  the  perce^on  of  right  and 
wrong  to  reason,  t&.;  this  system  op- 
posea  by  Hutcheson,  16, 17. 


D'AlkmbsbTj  (M.,)  recommends  mathe- 
matical science  as  a  fit  subject  fat 
theoretical  history,  84,  seg. ;  his  set- 
tlement of  the  dispute  between  the 
Newtonisas  snd  Leibnitxiaiui  on 
the  measure  of  forces,  258;  first 
called  attention  to  Bacon's  works  in 
France,  269. 

Dalkeith,  School  of,  Dr.  Robeitson  re- 
ceived his  early  education  at,  lOB; 
much  resorted  to  from  the  hiffh  re- 
putation of  its  teacher,  Mr.  Leuie,  A. 

DuTymple,  (Sir  David,  afterwards  Lord 
Hailee,)  correspondence  with  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson relative  to  his  Mittory  of 
SooOand,  209-212. 

Dalzel,  (Pro£,)  testimony  o(  to  the 
readiness  and  correctness  of  Adam 
Smith's  memoiy,  9. 

Darwin,  (Dr.,)  quoted  on  the  powers  of 
reasoning,  2^;  his  definition  of  the 
word  icMo,  284,  285 ;  adduced  on  in- 
stinct, 3004(02. 

Davidson,  (Rev.  Mr.,)  particulan  com- 
municated br,  relative  to  Dr.  Reid's 
ministry  at  New  Machar,  251. 

Dempster,  quoted  on  Thomas  Reid,  825. 

Descartes,  doubtlul  whether  he  ever 
read  Baoon*s  works,  269. 

Dick,  (Dr.,)  an  opponent  of  Dr.  Robert- 
son in  the  (General  Assembly,  194. 

Douglas,  (Dr.,)  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Robert- 
son on  his  arranoement  of  the  notes 
to  the  Sittary  of  America,  170 ;  let- 
ters of,  testifying  to  Dr.  Robertson's 
liberal  spirit,  237,  238. 

Dreaming,  letter  of  Dr.  Reid  on,  820^22. 

Diysdale,  (Mr.  George,)  contributed  ma- 
terials ibr  the  life  of  Adam  Smith,  6. 


Ebeuho,  (Mr.,)  translated  intoQennan 
the  only  sermon  published  by  Dr. 
Robertson,  109. 
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Economists,  (French.)  anticipated  by  ear- 
lier (chieii^r  Britian)  writers,  88,  seg., 
96, 97 ;  their  distingmshing  doctrines, 
91 ;  merits  in  reviving  agricnltore  in 
France,  i6.;  considered  the  princi- 
}>les  of  Political  Economy  in  connec- 
tion with  intellectual  and  moral  cha- 
racter of  a  people,  ib. ;  acknowledged 
their  obligations  to  English  anthors, 
91,  «e^.;  the  traly  objectionable  part 
of  their  system,  97. 

Edinburgh,  University  of,  its  condition 
while  Dr.  Bobertson  studied  there, 
106. 

JEdinburgh  jSevisto,  attempt  to  originate 
a  periodical  so  called,  14;  contribu- 
tions of  Adam  Smith  to,  %b, 

Elliot,  (Sir  Gilbert,)  letter  of  to  Dr. 
Bobertson  on  his  Hittory  of  Scotland, 
220 ;  letters  of  Hume  to,  223-225. 

Erskine,  (Dr.  John,)  extracts  from  his 
sermon  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Bobert- 
son, 192,  193,  198,  200. 

Ethics,  science  of,  its  division  into  two 
parts — ^the  Theory  and  the  PracUce 
of  Morals,  15,  Hq.  (See  Morals.) 

EaehSntion,  Exhwitionerf  meaning  of 
the  words,  7. 


Fbsgusok,  (Dr.  Adam,)  his  praise  of 
Beid's  Inouiryj  261 ;  Mr.  Stewart  in- 
debted to  nis  instructions,  ib. ;  quoted 
on  the  instinct  of  maternal  siffection, 
294. 

France,  low  state  of,  in  regard  to  ethical 
and  metaphysical  science  previous  to 
the  publication  of  the  Encydopidy^  86, 
87 ;  Smith  quoted  in  proof  of  this,  ih, 

Freebaini,  (Bev.  Mr.,)  an  opponent  of 
Dr.  Bobertson  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, 194. 

Freedom  of  Trade,  advocated  by  Smith, 
61,  teg.,  88,  »eq.;  bv  early  political 
writers,  ib.;  by  Vanderlint,  89,  Beq,; 
by  Sir  Thomas  More,  ib. ;  the  birth- 
right of  the  English  subject,  88. 

FvndomentdL  Unoa  of  human  ^  bdief 
Stewart's  expression  for,prtiic(p2ef  ojf 
common  Menaef  804. 


Galev,  quoted  on  instinct,  302. 
Garrick,  (Mr.,)  letter  of,  on  Bobertson's 

ffisiarv  of  Scotland,  114,  115. 
Gendre,  (M.  Le,)  on  his  maxim  LaHteez 

noutfaire,  93. 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of 

Scotland,  Dr.  Kobertson's  first  ap- 


pearance In,  109,  188;  debate  on 
Home's  Tragedy  of  DougUu,  110, 
111 ;  outline  of  its  constitution,  179- 
183,  231 ;  discussion  on  Churdi  go- 
vernment, 183,  184,  282-234;  on  tiie 
repeal  of  the  laws  against  Boman 
Catholics,  187-191 ;  Dr.  Bobertson's 
last  appearance  in,  191. 

Gibbon,  (Mr.,)  quoted,  147 ;  letter  o(  to 
Dr.  Bobertson  on  his  History  of 
America,  151 ;  proof  of  the  care  he 
bestowed  on  his  epistolary  composi- 
tions, 151,  152:  letters  of  to  Dr.  Bo- 
bertson, 163,  164, 226-228 ;  strictures 
on  the  mode  of  arrangement  adopted 
in  his  writing^,  170, 171. 

Gillies,  (Dr.,)  accuses  Smith  of  borrow- 
ing from  Polybius,  82,  sea.;  Smith 
defended  asainst,  83, 84 ;  allowed  his 
partiaKty  tor  the  ancients  to  blind 
him  to  the  merits  of  his  contem- 
poraries, 83,  sea. 

Glasgow,  state  or  its  University  about 
the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
262,  seq.,  826. 

Goumay,  (M.  de,)  derived  his  opinions 
very  much  from  English  authors,  91- 
94 ;  as  a  translator  and  founder  of  a 
school,  94,  95 ;  his  philosophy  coin- 
cident with  that  of  Vanderhnt,  94. 

Gregory,  (Dr.  James,)  letter  of  Dt.  Beid 
to,  822,  323. 

Gregory,  (Dr.  John,)  along  with  Dr. 
Reid,  projected  a  literary  society  at 
Aberdeen,  254. 

Gregory,  (Margaret,)  mother  of  Dr.  Beid, 
248 ;  two  of  her  brothers  the  first  who 
taught  the  Newtonian  philosophy  in 
the  Scottish  universities,  248. 

Guilbert,  (M.  de  Bois,)  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  first  to  advocate  liberal  prin- 
ciples in  France,  93. 


Hjlktlbt,  (Dr.,)  quoted  on  reducing  all 
kinds  of  evidence  and  inquiries  to  ma- 
thematical forms,  293. 

Hill,  (Bev.  Dr.,)  extracts  from  a  |>ai>er  by, 
on  Church  matters,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  Dr.  Bobertson's  policy,  179- 
186,  231. 

History  Theoretical  or  Coiyectural,  see 
Theoretical. 

Hobbes  speaks  with  contempt  of  expe- 
rimental philosophy,  269. 

Holbach,  (Baron  d',)  recommended  M. 
Suard  as  a  translator  of  Dr.  Bobert- 
Bon's  Charles  the  F^  143 ;  relative 
letter,  220,  221. 
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Home,  (Mr.  Jobs  J  duciunoii  on  tlie  pnV- 
Ucadon  of  lus  Thtgedif  of  DougUu, 
110,  111. 

Hortoe  OQoted,  139. 

Home,  (DaTid,)  his  QTBtam  of  moral 
perception,  how  it  diflen  from  those  of 
Hntcheaon  and  Smith,  17;  the  ez- 
preseioD  Natural  Hittortff  ob  oied  hy 
Dim,  nearlycorreepoDds  to  what  Stew- 
art calle  TheoreUeal  or  Conjeehmd 
ffiitoryt  84 ;  letter  of,  to  Smith,  soon 
after  the  pubticadon  of  the  Theory  cf 
Moral  SetUimmai,  88-41 ;  effect  of  hu 
I\)Uiieal  Disoour§e$  in  directing  the 
attention  of  Smith  to  similar  atodies, 
42,  66;  coincided  in  Smith's  hiffh 
estimation  of  Sir  James  Macdonald, 
44 ;  letter  of,  to  Smith,  61 ;  another, 
on  the  publication  of  the  Inquiry ,  62 ; 
quoted  as  ascribing  the  military  power 
of  ancient  states  to  their  want  of  com- 
merce and  Inzniy,  69 ;  as  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  aiming  at  perfection  in 
legislation,  65 ;  acquired  great  facility 
in  writing,  73  ;  compared  with  Smith 
in  this  respect,  ib. ;  letter  of  Smith  to, 
regarding  nis  literary  papers,  75 ;  let- 
ters of,  on  Robertson  b  History  of  Soot- 
land,  117,  120,  213-219;  compared 
with  Robertson  as  a  historian,  124, 
125 ;  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Robertson  on  the 
choice  of  a  subject  for  his  second  his- 
torical work,  131,  132  ;  letters  of;  to 
Robertson  on  hJB  MittUfry  of  Charle$ 
the  Fifth,  139-141;  on  his  style,  140, 
141 ;  censures  the  mode  of  arrange- 
ment adopted  in  Gibbon's  writings, 
171 ;  care  with  which  he  has  distri- 
buted the  materials  in  his  own  works, 
172 ;  letters  of,  to  Dr.  Robertson,  221- 
223 ;  to  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  223-225 ; 
oon^vst  between  his  private  life  and 
some  passages  in  his  writing  225, 
226 ;  effect  of  his  Treatise  ofjETtanan 
Nature  upon  Reid,  255 ;  letter  of,  to 
Reid  upon  his  Jn^'ry,  256, 257 ;  did 
not  fully  appreciate  moon's  method 
of  philosopny,  258 ;  quoted,  270 ;  on 
the  connexion  of  all  the  sciences  with 
the  nhiloaophy  of  the  mind,  274, 275 ; 
his  aefinitions  of  bdieftokd  memory, 
285;  likens  association  to  physical 
attraction,  293. 

Hutcheson,  (Dr.  Francis,)  probable  in- 
fluence of  his  Lectures  upon  Adam 
Smith,  8 ;  his  eloquence,  8,  81,  »eq. ; 
comparative  merits  of  his  works,  82 ; 
his  theory  of  our  perception  of  right 
and  wrong — a  moral  sense,  17;  oj)- 


posed  to  that  of  Cndworlih,  ib.;  his 
reasonings  partially  acquiesoed  in  hj 
Hume  and  Smith,  ib. ;  points  of  d]f> 
ierenoe  in  the  relative  systems  of  these 
three  philosophers,  ib.;  influenoe  of 
his  works,  105;  his  application  of  al- 
gebra to  Morals  opposed  by  Dr.  Beid, 
252. 
Button,  (Dr.,)  note  of,  toochinff  Smith's 
manuscripts,  74,  75 ;  one  of  his  exe- 
cutors, 80,  97. 

Imitativs  Arts,  Smith's  theoiy  touch- 
ing, 48^. 

India,  Ancient,  Disquiwlion  eomeern' 
if^l  by  Dr.  Robertson,  drcumstanoes 
which  led  to  its  production,  165, 166 ; 
remarks  on,  166,  167 ;  its  aim  and 
scope,  167 ;  extract  from  a  letter  of 
Mi^or  Rennel  in  praise  of,  229. 

Inqum  into  the  Nature  and  Oaueet 
of  the  Wealth  of  Nation*,  by  Adam 
Smith,  its  publication,  52;  remarks 
on,  53-70 ;  the  aim  of  this  work,  56, 
93,  eeq.;  in  it  the  cireumstances  which 
have  contributed  to  encourage  the  in- 
dustry of  towns  at  the  expense  of  that 
of  the  country,  investigated,  60,  eeg. ; 
Smith  on  the  commercial  or  mercantile 
system,  61,  eeq. ;  consideration  of  its 
two  expedients  for  enriching  a  nation, 
viz.,  restraints  upon  importation  and 
encouragements  to  exportation,  ib.; 
quotation  from,  on  the  jealousy  of 
commerce,  62 ;  on  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  a  rash  application 
or  political  theories,  63 ;  the  caution 
peculiarly  necessaiy  from  the  author 
of  this  work,  63,  eet^. ;  Smith's  claims 
to  originali^  considered,  65-69,  95 ; 
much  indebted  to  Hume's  PoUtieal 
Dieeourees,  66 ;  qaotation  from  an 
eariy  manuscript  of  Mr.  Smith  vindi- 
cating his  claim  to  originality,  68; 
value  of  the  Inquiry  as  an  elementary 
treatise  on  Political  Economy,  69; 
limitation  of  the  Author's  praise  of 
this  work,  69,  87 ;  its  rapid  success, 
70. 

Instinct,  the  very  word  condemned  as 
unphilosophical  by  some  writora,  800 ; 
Darwin  adduced  to  this  effect,  800- 
302 ;  Galen  quoted  in  favoor  of,  302. 

JuxnpRUDnoB,  an  important  branch  of 
political  science,  as  held  by  Smith, 
Quesnai,  IHirgot,  Campomanes,  Bec- 
caria,  and  others,  55. 
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Kames,  (Henry  Home,  Lord,)  baa  giyen 
Bome  exceUent  Bpecimens  of  theore- 
tical history,  85 ;  Dr.  Beid's  friend- 
ship for,  818. 

Kirkcaldy,  School  of,  produced  a  number 
of  eminent  men  while  tanght  by  Mr. 
DaTid  Miller,  6. 

Lakgdage,  imperfection  of,  a  hindrance 
to  progress  in  mental  philosophy,  273. 

Lan^uageSf  DiMtrtation  on  the  Chripn 
ofy  by  Adam  Smith,  its  publication, 
'  4 ;  remarks  upon,  82-37  ;  interest 
ttached  to  the  inquiry,  33 ;  its  use 
and  importance,  34 ;  this  treatise  af- 
fords a  beautiful  specimen  of  theore- 
tical history,  37. 

Lansdowne,  (Lord,)  owed  his  political 
opinions  not  to  the  Economists,  but 
to  Smith,  95. 

Lauderdale,  (Earl  of,)  his  collection  of 
rare  EDglish  Political  Tracts  noticed, 
88  ;  referred  to  respecting  freedom^  of 
trade  as  the  birthright  of  the  English 
subject,  ib. 

Law,  (Mr.  John,  of  Lauriston,)  the  first 
to  introduce  the  doctrine  of  the  inex- 
pediency of  legal  restrictions  on  the 
rate  of  interest  into  France,  96 ;  ap- 
|>arent1y  followed  Locke  on  this  sub- 
ject, ib. 

Leslie,  (Rev.  James,)  supplied  man^  of  the 
materials  for  Dr.  Reia's  Memoir,  828. 

Livy  quoted,  122. 

Locke,  (John,)  coincidence  between  his 
▼iews  and  those  of  the  Economists  on 
the  territorial  tax,  88 ;  opinions  as  to 
the  inexpediency  of  a  legal  rate  of  in- 
terest, 96 ;  on  the  imperfection  of  lan- 
guage as  a  hindrance  to  progress  in 
mental  philosophy,  273;  quoted  on 
habits,  283. 

Lyttleton,  (Lord,)  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson on  his  History  of  Charle$  the 
Fifth,  142, 143. 

Macdonald,  (Sir  James,}  high  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  Smith  and 
Hume,  44. 

Maclaine,  (Dr.,  of  the  Hague,)  his  recol- 
lections of  Adam  Smith  as  a  student 
at  Glasgow  Uniycrsity,  7. 

Maclaurin,  (Mr.,)  his  defence  of  Newton 
against  a  charge  of  mysticism,  290, 
291. 

Mansfield,  (William,  Lord,)  letter  of,  to 
Dr.  Robertson  on  his  History  of  Ame- 
rica, 152,  153. 


Mathematics,  yalue  of  the  study  of,  81 1 , 
312. 

Mtmoirt  by  Author,  Advertisement  to 
present  edition  of,  yii. ;  why  written, 
1 ;  their  extent  and  character,  1,  2  ; 
Memoir  of  Smith,  5-98 ;  of  Robertson, 
103-242 ;  of  Reid,  245-328. 

Metellus,  his  tribute  to  the  yirtues  of 
Scipio,  192. 

Millar,  (Professor,)  his  account  of  Adam 
Smith's  Lectures  while  Professor  at 
Glasgow,  11-13;  mentions  Smith's  in- 
tention  of  writing  a  treatise  upon  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Republics,  36. 

Miller,  (Mr.  Dayid,)  honourably  men- 
tioned as  master  of  the  school  of  Kirk- 
caldy, 6. 

Mind,  philosophy  of,  the  Liductiye  me- 
thod first  applied  to,  by  Reid,  258, 
se^.;  the  success  of  Baicon's  method 
of  mduction  as  applied  to  physics,  na- 
turallj  suggested  something  analo* 
eons  m  mental  philosophy,  269,  seq. ; 
difficulties  in  the  study  of,  270 ;  num- 
ber of  important  facts  with  respect 
to,  scattered  through  the  writings  of 
different  philosophers,  271,  seg.;  ad- 
yantages  of  this  study  oyer  that  of 
matter,  271,  272 ;  errors  in,  arising 
from  the  imperfections  of  langpiage, 
278;  the  seryioe  done  to,  by  Reid, 
273,  274;  connected  with  all  the 
sciences,  274,  275 ;  the  study  of  ana^ 
tomy  as  an  introduction  to,  283 ;  pecu- 
liar dan^roffaulty  hypothesesin,  299. 

Montesqmeu,  the  first  to  apply  theoreti- 
cal history^  to  political  science,  35, 147. 

Montucla,  his  History  of  MaiUumaties 
referred  to,  35. 

Moral  SeiUiments,  Theory  of  see  Theory. 

Morals.  Practice  of,  its  comprehension 
as  a  branch  of  Ethics,  15,  seq. ;  merits 
of  the  ancients  in  the  study  of,  16 ;  its 
maxims  interwoyen  with  theoretical 
doctrines  throughout  Smith's  Theory 
of  Moral  Seattments,  32. 

Morals,  Theoiy  of,  chiefiy  occupied  with 
two  questions,  1«-  By  what  principle 
of  our  constitution  do  we  judge  of  moral 
distinctions  ?  2**  What  is  the  proper 
object  of  moral  approbation  ?  15;  tnis 
latter  question  a  favourite  t4}pic  of  dis- 
cussion in  the  ancient  schools,  16; 
most  of  the  distinguishing  theories  of 
modem  philosophers  arise  from  the 
question  touchmg  the  principle  of 
moral  approbation,  ib.;  relative  opi- 
nions of  Cud  worth,  Clarke,  Hutcheson, 
Hume,  and  Smith,  16,  17 ;  abstract  of 
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Smith's  theory  of  moral  apfifobatioii, 

17-80. 
More,  (Sir  ThomM,)  his  sdfocacj  of  frse 

trade,  89. 
MoTBUet,  (Abb6.)  s  friend  of  Smith,  86 ; 

referred  to,  88. 
Mure,  (Mr.  BaioD.)  letter  of  Dr.  Bobert- 

son  to,  186, 137. 


Nbwtov,  (Sir  IsascJ  foresaw  the  appH- 
oation  of  the  indnctiTe  method  to 
moral  nhilosophj,  269 ;  onoted,  284 ; 
aocused  of  mysticism,  dsfended  by 
Madanrin,  289^291. 


OswAUi,  (James,)  probable  infloenoe  of 
his  friendship  on  Smith's  stndSes,  42 ; 
notice  o(  81. 


Fmips,  (Erasmns,)  quoted  on  the  free- 
dom of  commeroe,  90. 

Politics,  narrow  views  of  the  anoients 
with  regard  to  the  study  of^  54 ;  efiect 
of  the  inyention  of  printing  upon  this 
stody,  ib. ;  the  happiness  of  a  nation 
depends  more  on  the  equitr  of  the 
laws  enacted,  than  on  the  share. the 
people  haTe  in  their  enactment, 
54,  65 ;  this  held  by  Smith,  Quesnai, 
Targot,  Campomanes,  Beccaria,  and 
others,  65 ;  contrast  between  the  s^- 
rit  of  ancient  and  of  modem  policy  in 
respect  to  the  wealth  of  nations,  57  ; 
canses  of  this  difference,  57,  ss^. ;  ne- 
cessity of  caution  in  the  apphcation 
of  pobtical  theories,  62,  Beg.,  93 ;  ad- 
vantage of  aiming  at  perfection  in 
legislation,  64,  teq, ;  increased  atten- 
tion directed  to  the  subject  in  the  mid- 
dle of  last  century,  96. 

Polybius,  according  to  Gillies,  Smith 
borrowed  from,  82,  ss;. 

Pope,  quoted  on  common  senee,  306. 

Pnesikley,  fDr.,}  his  objections  to  Reid's 
philosopoy  considered,  294-299 ;  seems 
substantially  to  agree  with  him  on  the 
doctrine  of  common  sense,  803,  304. 

Printing,  effects  of  the  invention  of,  64. 


Quantity,  £$$aiy  on,  by  Dr.  Reid,  its 
publication,  251  *,  oppoees  Hutche- 
son's  application  of  algebra  to  morals, 
262 ;  the  previous  reading  of  its  au- 
thor apparently  not  very  extensive, 
252,  263. 


QoMnm,  (M^)  Smith's  estimate  oC  46; 
his  political  philosophy  ooinoidoBt 
with  that  of  Asgill,  91 ;  of  VandeTtini^ 
94 ;  the  founder  of  a  school,  «&. 

Qoinotilian,  quoted,  82, 125, 174. 


Basbubv,  (Mr.,)  his  portrait  of  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson, 201 ;  of  Dr.  Reid,  315. 

Ramsay,  (Allan,)  originated  the  Sdeei 
Society,  203. 

Sankeman  Club,  notice  of,  105, 106. 

Reid,  (Adam,)  an  ancestor  of  Dt.  Reid, 
his  translation  into  English  of  Buch- 
anan's MiHoryofSooiUtnd,  247,  325. 

Reid,  (Alexander,)  an  ancestor  of  Dr. 
Reid,  notice  of,  247  ;  his  works,  326. 

Reid,  (Dr.  Thomas,)  referred  to,  7 ;  ad- 
duced on  interest,  96;  Memoir  of, 
245-328;  his  birth  and  parentage, 
with  notices  of  his  ancestors,  246-248, 
325,  326,  328;  his  education,  248, 
249 ;  pursuits  at  college,  249 ;  excur- 
sion to  England,  249,  250 ;  appoint- 
ment to  the  living  of  New  Machar, 
250;  drcomstances  connected  with 
lus  charge  there,  250,  261 ;  publica- 
tion of  an  £s»ay  against  Dr.Hutche- 
son's  Jnguiryf  261 ;  consideration  of 
its  merits,  252,  263 ;  election  to  the 
chair  of  philosophy  in  King's  College, 
Aberdeen,  263 ;  comprehensive  char- 
acter of  the  duties  of  this  office,  253, 
264 ;  along  with  Dr.  John  Grregory, 
founded  a  literary  society  there,  254 ; 
publication  of  his  Inquiry  into  ike 
MumanMindf  264;  his  early  philo> 
sopbical  views,  266,  256;  letter  of 
Mr.  Hume  to,  after  reading  the  ma- 
nuscript of  the  Inquiry,  256,  257 ; 
object  of  this  treatise,  268  ;  the  first 
to  apply  Bacon's  method  of  induction 
to  mental  philosophy,  268,  sm.,  269, 
270;  impression  prodaced  by  the 
publication  of  his  Inquiry^  261,  262  ; 
removal  to  Glasgow  University,  262 ; 
state  of  this  University  at  the  time, 
262,  263 ;  his  merits  as  a  public 
teacher,  263,  264 ;  retirement  from 
public  life,  265  ;  observations  on  the 
spirit  and  scope  of  his  philosophv,  266- 
309 ;  chiefly  distinguished  hy^  his  ad- 
herence to  the  inductive  logic,  266 ; 
his  high  opinion  of  Bacon,  ib.;  the 
value  of  his  teachinn,  273,  »eq,: 
aimed  at  vindicating  the  fundamental 
laws  of  human  belief  against  the  at- 
tacks of  scepticism,  276,  276;  his 
analysis   and   classification    of  our 
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powers,  hi  merits  and  defects,  276 ; 
quoted  on  the  yastness  of  the  field  of 
mental  philosophy,  276»  277  ;  review 
of  the  more  important  ohjections 
against  his  doctrines,  281-306;  spe- 
cially of  four:  !*•  That  he  assumed 
gratnitonsly  the  theory  concerning 
the  soul,  which  materialism  calls  in 
qnestion,  281-288 ;  on  this  point  his 
philosophy  pecnliarly  inyulnerahle, 
281, 9eq.;  how  opposed  to  materialism, 
282,  teq. ;  holds  that  the  terms  ex- 
pressing simple  powers  of  the  mind 
cannot  be  defined,  285;  2*' That  his 
views  tend  to  damp  the  ardour  of  phi- 
losophical curiosity,  289-292 ;  vindi- 
cated from  the  charge  of  mjrsticism, 
289,  Meq. ;  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Gregory,  on 
his  theory  of  perception,  291,  292 
S*-  That  bjr an  unnecessaiy  multiplica- 
tion of  original  principles,he  has  made 
the  science  of  mind  more  peiplezed 
than  it  was  hefore,  292-303 ;  this  ob- 
jection might  be  most  strongly  uiged 
against  his  classification  of  our  active 
principles,  but  even  here  with  little 
effect,  293,  294;  defended  against 
Priestley,  294-299 ;  326, 327 ;  4^  That, 
by  sanctioning  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cisions of  the  learned  to  the  voice  of 
the  multitude,  he  has  restrained  a  spi- 
rit of  free  inquiry  and  lent  stability 
to  popular  errors,  303-308 ;  the  dif- 
ference between  Reid  and  Preistley 
on  this  point  seems  only  verbal,  303, 
304 ;  Stewart  would  substitute  the 
expression  fvndaimeiUail  lawa  of  hu- 
man bdiefioT  'ELeid'B  principles  of  com- 
mon senae^  304 ;  what  Beid  means  by 
an  appeal  to  common  sefise,  307 ;  re- 
marts  on  his  style,  308 ;  list  of  his 
publications,  310 ;  his  pursuits  to- 
wards the  close  of  life,  310,  eeq,;  let- 
ter of,  to  Mr.  Stewart,  312,  313 ;  his 
death,  314 ;  personal  appearance,  315 ; 
portrait,  t&.;  character,  315-319 ;  spe- 
cially as  a  Philosopher,  ^\%eeq.;  let- 
ter of,  on  dreaming,  320-322  ;  to  Dr. 
James  Gregoir,  322,  323. 

Beid,  (James,)  an  ancestor  of  Dr.  Beid, 
notice  of,  246. 

Beid,  (Rev.  Lewis,)  father  of  Dr.  Beid, 
his  character,  246  ;  his  family,  328. 

Beid,  (Thomas,)  an  ancestor  of  Dr.  Beid, 
notice  of  his  life  and  literary  attain- 
ments, 246,  247,  325,  326;  Aytouu's 
Elegy  on,  325,  326. 

Bennel,  (Major,)  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Bo> 
bertson,  229. 


Beynolds,  (Sir  Joshna,)  his  portrait  of 
Dr.  Bobertson,  201 ;  the  motto  pre- 
fixed to  his  Aoademioal  Dieeounee, 
applicable  to  Bacon's  philosophy, 
268. 

Biddell.  (Mr.,)  referred  to,  touching  Mr. 
Smith's  manuscripts,  75. 

Bobertson,  (Principal,)  AdvertiMement  to 
Memoir  of,  101 ;  Memoir  of,  103-242  ; 
his  birth  and  parentage,  108 ;  eariy 
education,  ib. ;  his  perseverance  and 
assiduity  as  a  student,  104 ;  state  of 
literature  in  Scotland  (especially  in 
Edinburgh)  in  his  youth,  104-106 ; 
cnltivatM,  as  an  exercise,  the  art 
of  translation,  106;  his  associates 
at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  107  ; 
his  settlement  at  Gladsmuir,  to.;  kind- 
ness as  a  brother,  107,  eeq. ;  his  con- 
duct in  the  Bebellion  of  1745,  108; 
first  appearance  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  109, 
183,  ss^. ;  his  powers  in  debate,  109- 
111,  192-195 ;  his  connexion  wiUi  the 
Select  SoeUty,  109,  110,  203,  204; 
publication  of  his  Mietory  qfJSeoUandt 
112;  remarks  on  this  work,  112- 
125 ;  correspondence  relative  to,  208; 
220 ;  (see  Scotland,  &c. ;)  his  friend- 
ship  with  Hume,  117;  compared 
with  Home  as  a  historian,  124, 125 ; 
his  removal  to  Edinburgh,  126;  ap- 
pointment to  different  offices,  t5. ;  ef 
forts  of  his  fiiends  for  his  fnrther 
preferment,  probably  discouraged  by 
nimseUr,  ib. ;  choice  of  a  subject  for  a 
second  historical  work,  with  relative 
letters,  127-132  ;  correspondence  con- 
nected with  his  projected  Mietory  of 
England,  133-137  ;  probable  reasons 
for  the  abandonment  of  this  design, 
137,  138 ;  remarks  on  his  Mietory  of 
Charlee  the  Fifth,  138-148;  letter 
connected  with,  220, 221 ;  (see  Charle* 
the  Fifth ;)  publication  of  his  Mietory 
of  America,  149 ;  (see  America ;)  let- 
ters relative  to,  151,  155;  Author's 
remarks  on  this  work,  155-159;  ho- 
nours conferred  on  him  in  Spain,  159, 
231 ;  posthumous  fragment  of  an  iu- 
tendea  work  on  the  British  settle- 
ments in  America,  159 ;  passages  il- 
lustrating his  views  on  the  American 
War,  159-161 ;  letters  on  his  literary 
projects  after  the  publication  of  his 
CharUi  the  Fifth,  162-164 ;  origin  of 
his  DiequieUion  concerning  Ancient 
India,  165,  166;  remarks  on  this 
treatise,  166,  167;  letter  connected 
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with  it,  S29 ;  roriew  of  hia  chineter 
M  a  hiftorian,  167-177 ;  extent  tad 
Tirietj  of  his  reiearchei,  167,  168 ; 
his  powen  of  xiamtiTe,  168, 1 69 ;  ad- 
vantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
mode  of  arrangement  adopted  in  his 
works,  169-173 ;  remarks  on  his  style 
and  language,  178,  177,  229-281 ;  re- 
view of  the  part  he  took  in  Charch 
afiairs,  178-195,  282-'&38;  specially 
his  views  on  Church  government,  183, 
184,  232-234 ;  distinguishing  features 
of  his  system  of  Church  policy,  185, 
186,  234,  235;  extract  from  his 
speech  in  the  General  Assembly  on 
the  repeal  of  the  laws  a^^st  Roman 
Clones,  187-191 ;  his  retirement 
from  a  share  in  the  business  of  this 
Court,  191 ;  extracto  from  Dr.  Erks- 
kine*s  Sermon  on  his  death,  192, 193, 
198, 200 :  his  opponents  in  the  Grene- 
ral  Assembly,  194 ;  administration  of 
the  office  of  Head  of  the  University, 
195-197 ;  exemplary  discharge  of  his 
pastoral  duties,  197, 198  ;  his  last  ill- 
ness  and  death,  198, 199 ;  his  family, 
199,  241 ;  estimate  of  his  character, 
199-201 ;  personal  appearance,  201 ; 
portraits  of,  ib. ;  miscellaneous  letters 
to^  221-228;  honours  he  received 
from  different  foreign  literary  sooie> 
ties,  231 ;  particulars  communicated 
W  the  Rev.  Sir  Henry  Monoreiff 
Wellwood,  Bart.,  235-237  ;  letters  in 
testimony  of  his  liberal  and  tolerant 
spirit,  237-239;  his  connexion  with 
the  Brnfoi  Sotiety  ofEeUnburghf  240 ; 
his  exertions  for  tne  abolition  of  the 
African  slave-trade,  240,  241;  his 
annual  Latin  discourses,  241,  242. 

Ro^efoucanld,  (Duke  of,^  letter  of,  to 
Smith,  46 ;  censure  of  hia  grandfather, 
tiie  author  of  the  Maxinus,  suppressed 
by  Smith,  ib. 

Boyal  Society  ofEdivhwrgh^  Dr.  Robert- 
son's connexion  with,  240. 

Russell,  (Mr.  James,)  his  praise  of  Reid*s 
Jfimttr^,  261 ;  Mr.  Stewart  indebted 
to  nis  mstructions,  %b. 


SooTLUiD,  state  of  literature  in,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, 104 106. 

Seowmd,  Hietory  cf^  by  Dr.  Robertson, 
remsrks  on,  112-125;  immediate  im- 
pression made  on  the  public  mind  by 
this  work,  113;  extracts  from  letters 
written  soon  after  its  publication,  113- 


119;  by  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  113, 
114,  116,  117;  by  Dr.  Warburton, 
114;  by  Mr.  Garrick,  114,  115;  by 
Mr.  William  Strahan,  115,  207,  208 ; 
Dr.  Robertson*s  reply,  116 ;  extracts 
of  letters  from  Mr.  Hume,  117, 119, 
120 ;  reached  fourteen  editions  befora 
its  author's  death,  119;  Dr.  Robert- 
son accused  of  undue  prepossession 
in  favour  of  Queen  Mair,  120;  his 
skill  in  surmounting  the  dfficulties  of 
his  subject,  121,  te^.;  this  work  ex- 
posed to  a  severe  test  from  appearinff 
almost  simultaneously  with  Hume? 
History  of  the  same  period,  124 ;  ad- 
ditional letters  connected  with,  207- 
220 ;  from  Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  208, 
209 ;  to  and  frxmi  Sir  David  Daliymple 
(afterwards  Lord  Hailes),  209-212; 
from  Mr.  Hume,  213-219;  from  Dr. 
Birch,  219 ;  from  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott, 
220. 

Seate^  Ma/ffasme^  extract  of  a  speech  of 
Dr.  Robertson  transcribed  from,  187 
191. 

Sdeet  Society,  notice  of,  109, 110,  203- 
207 ;  originated  by  Allan  Rsmsay, 
203 ;  extracts  from  the  minutes  o( 
204,  205 ;  list  of  its  members,  205- 
207. 

Seneca,  quoted,  323. 

Slave  Trade,  Dr.  Robextson^s  exertions 
for  the  abolition  of,  240,  241. 

Smitb,  (Dr.  Adam,)  Memoir  of,  5-98; 
birth  and  parentage  o^  5;  made  a 
narrow  eacape  in  infancy,  6;  his  educa- 
tion, 6,  7  ;  nia  diaposition  and  habita 
in  childhood,  i6.;  pursuits  at  Glasgow 
University,  7;  at  Balliol  College, 
Oxford,  8,  9;  readiness  and  correct- 
ness of  his  memory,  9 ;  choice  of  a 
profession,  %b.;  intimate  friendship 
with  Hume,  10;  in  1751  elected  to 
the  Chair  of  Logic  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow,  and  in  the  following  year 
to  that  of  Moral  Philosophy,  £;  ac- 
count of,  as  a  lecturer,  11-13 ;  his  con- 
tributions to  the  Edinburgh  Beeiew, 
14;  publication  of  his  jTAeory  of 
Moreu  Sentimente  and  Dissertation 
On  the  Origin  of  LanguageSf  dkc^  %b. ; 
remarks  on  theae  works,  15-37,  (aee 
Theory^  &c.,  and  Languages^  &c.); 
letter  of  Hume  to,  immediately  after 
the  publication  of  the  Theory,  38-41; 
hia  loudness  for  speculative  inquiries, 
36,  AS^.;  drcumstances  which  probably 
fixed  his  thoughts  on  the  studv  of 
Political  Economy,  42,  $eq,;  reaigna- 
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tion  of  the  Chair  of  Moral  Philosophy 
at  Glasgow,  43,  aeq. ;  advantages  and 
disadvantages  attendant  on  this  step, 
lb.;  notices  of  his  tour  on  the  Conti- 
nent, 43-50;  his  friendship  for  Sir 
James  Macdonald,  44;  letter  of  Roche- 
foucauld to,  46 ;  withdrawal  of  his 
censure  of  tlie  author  of  the  Maximetf 
ib.;  correspondence  with  Turgot,  47  ; 
his  esteem  for  Quesnai,  48 ;  his  theory 
touching  the  imitative  arts,  48-50 ; 

5ublication  uf  his  Inquiry  into  the 
Mature  and  Causes  of  the  Wealth  of 
NationSf  52 ;  remarks  on  this  work, 
53-70  (see  Inquiry^  &c.);  holds  that  to 
be  the  most  important  branch  of  politi- 
cal science  which  seeks  to  ascertain 
the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  55 ; 
account  of  his  later  years,  71,  §eq.; 
composed  slowly  and  with  difiBculty, 
73 ;  compared  with  Hume  in  this  re- 
spect, ib. ;  probable  contents  of  papers 
destroyed  by  him  shortly  before  his 
death,  74 ;  the  reasons  by  which  he 
may  have  been  actuated  in  this,  74, 
teq.;  letter  of,  on  being  elected  Rector 
of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  76; 
esthnate  of  his  character,  76^79;  per- 
sonal appearance,  79 ;  accused  by  Ur. 
Gillies  of  borrowing  from  Poly  bi  us, 
82,  serf,;  defended  by  the  Author,  83, 
84 ;  letter  of,  on  Ward's  Essay  an 
Grammar f  85,  86;  quoted  on  the 
state  of  ethical  and  metaphysical 
science  in  France,  86f  87  ;  his  errone- 
ous  views  on  the  subject  of  usury,  95, 
96;  publication  of  his  Posthumous  Es- 
says ^  97,  98 ;  reasons  for  suppressing 
his  title  of  LL.D.  in  the  Memoir^  98 ; 
his  aversion  to  notes  in  composition, 
160,  173 ;  quoted  on  systems  of  moral 
philosophy-,  271,  272  ;  on  the  principle 
of  crcduhty,  296;  his  remark  as  to 
the  pleasure  of  returning  in  old  age  to 
the  studies  of  youth,  311. 

Society^  Hoyalj  see  Royal, 

Society,  Select,  see  Select. 

Stevenson,  (Prof.,)  his  candid  acknow- 
ledgment of  Dr.  Kcid's  merits,  261 ; 
Mr.  Stewart  indebted  to  his  instruc- 
tions, ib. 

Stewart,  (Dugald,)  gives  the  title,  TTieo- 
retical  or  Conjectural  History,  to  in- 
vestigations founded  upon  conjecture 
in  the  absence  of  fact,  34 ;  substitutes 
the  expression,  fundamental  lawft  of 
human  belief  itor  Reid's  principles  of 
common  sense,  304 ;  letter  of  Rieid  to, 
312,  313. 
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Stewart,  fPK)f.  John,)  his  intimacjr  with 
Dr.  Reid,  249 ;  accompanied  him  on 
an  excursion  to  England,  249,  250 ; 
his  death,  250. 

Strahan,  (Mr.  Andrew,]  letter  of,  to  Dr. 
Robertson,  on  his  History  of  Scot- 
land, 208,  209. 

Strahan,  (Mr.  William,)  letter  of,  on 
Robertson's  History  of  Scotland,  115, 
207,  208 ;  letters  of  Dr.  Robertson  to, 
on  American  affairs,  160,  161. 

Stronach,  (Rev.  William,)  his  testimony 
to  Dr.  Reid's  popularity  at  New 
Machar,  250. 

Suard,  (M.,)  at  Baron  d'Holbach's  re- 
commendation, translated  into  French 
Dr.  Robertson's  History  of  Charles 
iheFifih,  143,220,221. 


Tabsie,  his  medallion  of  Dr.  Reid,  315. 

Territorial  tax,  advocated  by  the  Econo- 
mists, 88,  90,  93,  94  ;  by  Locke,  88, 
90,  93 ;  by  Vanderlint,  90,  94. 

Theoredcai  or  Conjectured  History,  a 
title  given  by  Stewart  to  investiga- 
tions rounded  upon  coiyecture  in  the 
absence  of  fact,  34;  nearly  corre- 
sponds to  Hume's  expression.  Natural 
History,  and  to  that  of  some  French 
writers,  Histoire  Raisonnec,  ib. ;  ma- 
thematical sciences  peculiarly  fit  sub- 
jects for  theoretical  history,  34,  35; 
Montesquieu  the  first  to  apply  it  in 
political  science,  35 ;  since  his  time, 
successfully  employed  in  various  in- 
quiries by  Kames,  Millar,  and  Smith, 
especially  by  the  last,  35, 36 ;  Smith's 
JMssertation  on  the  Formation  of 
Languaffes,  affords  a  beautiful  speci- 
men of  thooretical  history,  37. 

Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments,  by  Adam 
Smith,  its  publication,  14 ;  remarks 
on,  15-32 ;  abstract  of  Smith's  theory 
of  moral  approbation,  17-80 ;  Smith 
holds  that  the  primary  objects  of  our 
moral  perceptions  are  the  actions  of 
others,  17 ;  his  w^ork  includes  two 
inouiries — 1*.,  How  do  we  learn  to 
juage  of  the  conduct  of  our  neigh- 
bour? 2*.,  How,  by  applying  these 
judgments  to  ourselves,  (fo  we  acquire 
a  sense  of  duty?  18 ;  our  moral  judg- 
ments include  two  perceptions — of 
conduct,  as  right  or  wrong,  and  of  the 
merit  or  demerit  of  the  agent,  ib.; 
Smith  substitutes  the  veord  propriety 
for  rectitude,  ib.;    reduces    all  the 
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phenomena  of  moral  perception  to 
eympathj,  18,  19;  his  analyiiB  of 
onr  senee  of  proprietj,  18-22 ;  of  oar 
■enee  of  merit  And  demerit,  22-25; 
Tidoe  of  his  explanation  of  the  incon- 
riftenoy  between  our  actual  tenH- 
menti  and  aehwwUdged  jpriiietfle$  in 
jadgiug  of  an  action,  26;  his  doc- 
trine as  to  how  the  sense  of  dntj  is 
formed  by  applying  to  onrselTea  the 
«adgment8  we  have  passed  on  others, 
26-29;  does  not  entirely  reject  the 
principle  of  utility,  29 ;  snmmary  of 
Lis  doctrine,  29,  80 ;  his  opinion  on 
the  natare  of  Tirtoe,  80 ;  Stewart's 
criticism  of  the  work,  81,  82 ;  qnota- 
tion  from,  on  the  danger  of  rash 
poHtical  innovations,  68;  causes  of 
the  little  notice  the  Moral  8entimeiU8 
at  first  attracted  in  France,  86,  87. 

Tiifmbley,  (M.,)  his  ez^re8sion,|9r^^df 
UgUime^,  £or  principles  of  common 
unte,  804. 

Target,  (M.,)  his  correspondence  with 
Smith,  47 ;  quoted  as  showing  that 
the  Economists  borrowed  their  opin- 
ions from  England,  91-98  ;  takes  no 
notice  of  the  scarce  whence  Gonmay 
derived  his  views  on  taxation,  93,  94 ; 
adduced  on  interest,  96 ;  agrees  with 
Beid  as  to  oar  belief  in  the  constancy 
of  natare,  297. 

Tumbull,  (Dr.  G^rge,)  Dr.  Reid  a  puin] 
of,  248 ;  his  work  on  Moral  Philo- 
sophy, 826. 


Usimr,  erroneous  opinion  of  Smith  on, 
95,  96;  this  opposed  by  Bentham, 


A./  libera]  views  on  the  subject  fint 
broached  by  English  writers,  96. 


VAVDBitLiirT,  (Jacob,)  quoted  aa  advo- 
cating free-trade,  89,  90 ;  relerred  to 
as  in  fitvourof  an  exansive  territorial 
tax,  90;  quoted  to  the  same  «flbct, 
94. 

Voltaire,  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Robertson,  on 
his  HiMtory  of  Charles  the  Fifth, 
148. 


Waddilotb,  (Rev.  Mr.  afterwards  Dean 
of  Ripon,)  letter  of  Dr.  Robertson  to^ 
on  his  Uteraiy  projects  after  the 
publication  of   Ckarlee   the  F^lh, 

'  162,  168. 

Walpole,  (Mr.  Horace,)  letters  of,  on 
Robertson's  Sistory  ofSeodandf  118, 
114, 116, 117, 120;  letter  of,  to  Dr. 
Robertson,  on  the  choice  of  a  subject 
for  his  second  historical  work,  127- 
130;  on  his  History  of  Charles  the 
Fifth,  141, 142. 

Warburton,  (Dr.,)  letter  of,  on  Robert- 
son's History  of  Scotland,  114. 

Ward,  (Mr.,)  letter  of  Smith  on  his  Bs- 
sat/  on  Gframmar,  85,  86. 

Wealth  of  Nations,  see  Inquiry,  &c. 

Wellwood,  (Rev.  Sir  Henry  Moncreifl^ 
Bart,)  particulars  reganung  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson, contributed  by,  28^237. 

Wilberforoe,  (Mr.,)  letters  of,  to  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson, on  the  African  slave-trade, 
240,  241. 

Witt,  (John  do,)  coincidence  of  his  argu- 
ment with  that  of  the  Economists 
against  ooiporations,  88. 
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ESSRS.  CLARK  beg  to  announce  that  they  have  in  course  of 
preparation  a  Translation  of  the  well-known  and  justly  esteemed 

CRITICAL  AND   EXEGETICAL 

COMMENTARY  ON  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT, 

By    Dr.      H.     A.W.     MEYER, 
Oberconsistorialrath,  Hannover, 

Of  which  they  have  published — 

1st  Year— fiomans,  Two  Volumes. 
Galatians,  One  Volume. 
8t  John's  Gospel,  Vol.  I. 

2d  Year— St,  John's  Gospel,  Vol.  II. 

Philippians  and  Coloesians,  One  Volume. 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  Vol.  I. 
Oorinthians,  Vol.  I. 

In  order  to  secure  perfect  accuracy,  the  PubllBhers  have  placed  the  whole 
work  under  the  editorial  care  of  Rev.  Dr.  Dickson,  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Crombie,  ^ofessor  of  Biblical  Criticism, 
St.  Mary^s  College,  St.  Andrews. 

Each  Volume  will  be  sold  separately  at  (on  an  average)  lOs.  6d.  to  Non- 
Subscribera 

Intending  Subscribers  will  be  kind  enough  to  send  their  orders  either 
direct  to  the  Publishers  at  38  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  or  through  their 
own  Booksellers. 

*  I  need  hardly  add  that  the  last  edition  of  the  accurate,  perspicuouB,  and  learned  com- 
mentary of  Dr.  Meyer  has  been  most  carefully  consulted  tnronghout;  and  I  must  again, 
as  in  the  preface  to  the  Galatians,  avow  my  great  obligations  to  the  acumen  and  scholar- 
ship of  the  learned  editor.' — Bishop  Ellioott  in  Preface  to  his  *  Commentary  on  Ephetiant.* 

*  Meyer  has  been  long  and  well  known  to  scholars  as  one  of  the  very  ablest  of  the 
German  expositors  of  the  New  Testament  We  are  not  sure  whether  we  ought  not  to 
say  that  he  is  unrivalled  as  an  interpreter  of  the  grammatical  and  historical  meaning  of 
the  sacred  writers.  The  publishers  bave  now  rendered  another  seasonable  and  important 
service  to  English  students  in  producing  this  translation.* — GttarcUan, 

*  The  ablest  grammatical  exegete  of  the  age.* — Philip  Bcuaff,  D.I). 

Just  Published, 
In  one  large  Svo  volume^  Eighth  English  Edition^  price  15^., 

A  Treatise  on  the  Grammar  of  New  Testa- 
ment Greek,  regarded  as  the  basis  of  New  Testament  Exegesis.  Translated 
from  the  German  [of  Dr.  G.  B.  Winer].  With  large  additions  and  full 
Indices.  Second  Edition.  Edited  by  Kev.  W.  F.  Moulton,  D.D.,  one  of 
the  New  Testament  Translation  Revisers. 

The  additions  by  the  Editor  are  very  large,  and  will  tend  to  make  this  great  work  far 
more  useful  and  available  for  Et^lish  students  than  it  has  hitherto  been.  The  Indices 
have  been  greatly  enlarged,  but  with  disciimiDation,  so  as  to  be  easily  used.  Altogether, 
the  Publishers  do  not  doubt  that  this  will  be  tlic  Standard  Grammar  of  New  Testament 
Greek. 


T.  and  T.  Clark's  Publications. 


Dr.    LUTHARDTS    WORKS. 

Just  published,  in  demy  6to,  prioe  9ai, 

8T.  JOHN  THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  FOURTH  GOSPEL. 

Bt  Professor  C.  E.  LUTHARDT, 

Author  of  *  Fundamental  Truths  of  Christianity/  ete. 
IVaoslatctd  and  the  Literatoro  enlarged  byO.  B.  Gbeqoht,  Leipzig. 

*  A  work  of  -thoroughness  and  Talue.  The  trandaftor  has  added  a  lengthy  Appendix, 
containing  a  Very  complete  account  of  the  literature  bearing  on  the  pontroTeisy  reepeol- 
ing  this  GospeL  The  indices  which  dose  the  Tolnme  are  well  ordered,  and  add  greatly 
to  its  value.' — QmLrdum. 

*  There  are  few  works  in  the  later  theological  literature  which  contain  such  a  wealth 
of  sober  theological  knowledge  and  such  an  inrulnerable  phalanx  of  objectiVe  i^lo- 
getioal  critiaLsm.*— Pro/sMM*  (i tMriofcs. 


In  three  hawUome  crown  8tH>  volumes^  price  6s,  eddk,' 

•  We  do  not  know  any  TOlnnea  so  snitalfle  In  theie  tintee  tor  tonng  men 
enteiUig  on  Uft,-  or,  let  ns  ny,.e?«n  for  the  libraiy  of  a  pastor  called  to  deal 
wltb  sndL,  than  the  three  Tfflnmes  of  this  aeries.  We  cowiTnend  the  wliole  of 
them  with  the  ntmost  cordial  sattsBaotlon.  They  are  altogether  quite  a 
speolaltj  In  oar  llteratnre.'— TFee%  Review.  ,• 

APOLOGETIC  teCTURES 

.OH  THB 

FUNDAMENTAL  TRUTHS  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

FowrAEditiom. 

By  C.  E.  LUTHARDT,  D.D.,  Leipzio. 

*  From  Dr.  Luthardt's  exposition  even  the  most  learned  theologians  may  deriye  in- 
valuable critidsm,  and  the  most  acute  disputants  supply  themselves  with  mora  trenchant 
and  polished  weapons  than  they  have  as  yet  been  possessed  of— BelTe  Weekly  Mneemger. 

AP0L0GEfic~LECTURE8 

0>  THB 

SAVING   TRUTHB   OF   CHRISTIANITY. 

TkMEdUUm. 

*Dr.  Lutbardt  is  a  profound  scholar,  but  a  very  simple  teacher,  and  expresses  himself 
on  the  gravest  matters  with  the  utmost  simplicity,  clearness,  and  force.*— Icfsrory  Worid, 

APOLOGEfic~LECTU  RES 

Vnr  THE 

MORAL  TRUTHS   OF   CHRISTIANITY. 

Seoond  EdiHom, 

*  The  ground  covered  b^  this  work  is,  of  course,  of  considerable  extent,  and  there  is 
scarcely  any  topic  of  specifically  moral  interest  now  under  debate  in  which  tbe  reader 
will'  not  find  some  suggestive  saving.  The  volume  contains,  like  its  predecessors,  a  truly 
wealthy  apparatus  of  notes  and  illustrations/ — Engliak  Churchman. 

Crown  8vo,  6s., 

LUTHARDT,  KAHNIS,  AND  BRUCKNER. 

The  Church :   Its  Origin,  its  History,  and  its  Present  Position. 

*A  comprehensive  review  of  this  sort,  done  by  able  hands,  is  both  instructive  and 
suggestive.*— iSeoordL 


